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Retrospect is a public service program that airs on WOEX Sunday mornings from 

5:00 – 5:30 a.m.    On this program, members of the Central Florida community 

discuss issues of concern to the region’s citizenship.  For the third quarter 2021, 

the following issues were addressed:  

Culture

 Independence Day Open House

 T2T Orlando 5K run & Walk Honors Fallen Heroes

 Global Peace Film Festival

Economy

 Learning Money Management Skills

 Evictions Moratorium Update

 Simply IOA Corporate 5K 

Education

 Scholarships for College Students Studying STEM

Environment

 Environmental Group’s Efforts on Behalf of the Wildlife Corridor

Health 

 Department of Health Honored for Innovation in Public Health

 B.E.L.A.C Annual Childhood Cancer 5k

 Clinical Trials for Alzheimer’s Treatments



 Childhood Cancer Awareness Month

Public Safety

 Hurricane Preparation, Pre-Elsa

Social Issues

 National Pet Adoption Week July 19-July 25 

 2-1-1 Suicide Prevention and Support



ISSUE:
Culture



Time WOEX: 5:15 a.m.

Date: 7/4/21

Duration: 15:00

Segment Topic: Independence Day Open House
Organization: Charles Hosmer Morse Museum of American Art

Guest(s): Emily Sujka, Director of Community Relations

Contact: 407-645-5311; morsemuseum.org

Issues: Sujka invited everyone to visit the Morse Museum on July 

5th. Each year, the Morse provides free admission in 

conjunction with the City of Winter Park’s Independence Day 

Celebration.  This year, that event falls on Monday, July 5th.  

Sujka said that in addition to the regular exhibits, on July 5th 

only, visitors will be able to see a special silver creamer 

made by Paul Revere in 1798 and a baseball covered with 

special autographs, include Babe Ruth’s.  The Museum will 

be open for the Independence Day event from 10:00 a.m. 

until 4:00 p.m. 



Time WOEX: 5:00 a.m.

Date: 8/29/21

Duration: 30:00

Segment Topic: T2T Orlando 5K run & Walk Honors Fallen Heroes
Organization: Tunnel to Towers Foundation

Guest(s): Kyle Albano, Volunteer Orlando Race Director 

Vicki Casas, Co-director and Foundation’s Events Manager 

Contact:

Issues: The two guests invited listeners to participate in the T2T 

Orlando 5K Run & Walk on September 11th, to honor fallen 

heroes.  They explained that the Tunnels to Towers 

Foundation was founded to honor firefighter Stephen Siller, 

who lost his life on 9/11. The funds raised at the walk will 

support three programs: The Smart Home program through 

which homes are built for veterans and first responders with 

catastrophic severe injuries; Fallen First Responder program 

through which the mortgage is paid off for the fallen first 

responder’s family; and the Gold Star Family program which 

honors those who have made the ultimate sacrifice for the 

country. 



Time WOEX: 5:00 a.m.

Date: 9/26/21

Duration: 30:00

Segment Topic: Global Peace Film Festival 
Organization: Global Peace Film Festival

Guest(s): Nina Streich, Executive Director

Contact: Peacefilmfest.org

Issues: Streich invited listeners to participate in the Global Peace 

Film Festival then get involved with the issues raised by the 

films.  She explained that there are three more films in the 

‘live’ version of the festival today at the Winter Park Library 

but the virtual component runs from the 27th through October 

3rd.  She described some of the films, such as a grouping of 

Florida films that relate to the history and social concerns of 

the area.  Finally, Streich made the point that the real work 

happens “when the lights come back on” and the audience 

can think about how they might get involved and make a 

difference in the world. 



ISSUE:
Economy



Time WOEX: 5:00 a.m.

Date: 8/8/21

Duration: 30:00

Segment Topic: Learning Money Management Skills
Organization: Axiom Bank

Guest(s): Jennifer Waddell, VP of Retail Banking from Axiom Bank

Contact: jwaddell@axiombanking.com

Issues: Waddell discussed the ways in which people of all ages 

could increase their understanding of money management.  

She made the point that parents can start teaching children 

about money at a very early age.  Children, she said, need 

help to understand that there is actual money behind the 

‘plastic cards.’   Other points she made were to take steps to 

budget, make decisions about the best ways to save, 

understand how credit works, how to keep personal 

information secure, and where to go to get information that 

will aid one in developing money management skills. 



Time WOEX: 5:00 a.m.

Date: 8/15/21

Duration: 30:00

Segment Topic: Evictions Moratorium Update
Organization: Heart of Florida United Way

Guest(s): Jeff Hayward, President and CEO

Contact: HFUW.org

Issues: Hayward discussed the current evictions moratorium and 

predictions for how the community will be impacted when the 

moratorium ends. He explained that the Florida moratorium 

has expired but the federal moratorium is in place until 

October 31st to help people who have been negatively 

impacted by Covid and who have in good faith, tried to find 

the means to pay their rent.  He emphasized that this is only 

for Covid situations and that people who just decided not to 

pay rent or have otherwise broken their lease can be evicted.  

Hayward discussed some of the ways renters and landlords 

impacted can try to get help.  He said there is both an Orange 

County program as well as a City of Orlando program to 

provide assistance. 



Time WOEX: 5:00 a.m.

Date: 9/4/21

Duration: 30:00

Segment Topic: Simply IOA Corporate 5K 
Organization: Track Shack

Guest(s): Betsy Hughes, Co-owner 

Contact: Corporate5k.com

Issues: Hughes explained that participating in the annual Simply IOA 

Corporate 5K allows companies the opportunity to 

experience camaraderie and friendly competition while 

celebrating workplace health and fitness. Each company’s 

team members can run in person or virtually, earn fun 

awards, and raise money for Second Harvest Food Bank of 

Central Florida and the Track Shack Youth Foundation, 

which promotes youth health and fitness in Central Florida. 

The event takes place at Lake Eola in Downtown Orlando on 

September 30th. 



ISSUE:
Education



Time WOEX: 5:00 a.m.

Date: 9/5/21

Duration: 30:00

Segment Topic: Scholarships for College Students Studying STEM
Organization: Lockheed Martin

Guest(s): Erin White, Manager, Social Impact at Lockheed Martin

Aref Abdala, Winter Haven resident and University of 

Central Florida student.

Contact:

Issues: Abdala shared his experience as a student who didn’t know 

how to pay for college while White explained why Lockheed 

Martin funds STEM college scholarships. Abdala wants to be 

an aerospace engineer but his family’s business folded 

during the pandemic, so he wasn’t sure how to pay for 

college.  But Lockheed Martin awarded him a scholarship 

which pays for his studies at the University of Central Florida.  

Martin explained that Lockheed Martin supports students 

like Abdala because it allows them to cultivate a talented, 

diverse workforce. She says that other companies can also 

encourage students to study STEM because it benefits the 

country to have a workforce that can innovate.  



ISSUE:
Environment



Time WOEX: 5:00 a.m.

Date: 7/25/21

Duration: 30:00

Segment Topic: Environmental Group’s Efforts on Behalf of the Wildlife 
Corridor

Organization: The Nature Conservancy in Florida 

Guest(s): Lindsay Stevens who directs our land protection program

Contact: Tnc.org

Issues: Stevens discussed the Nature Conservancy’s (TNC) role in 

establishing a wildlife corridor in Florida and the potential 

impact of the Florida Wildlife Corridor Act, which was signed 

into law on June 29th.  She explained that TNC has worked 

for years to connect green spaces for animals like the Florida 

panther to traverse and utilize as habitat.  Although some of 

the land is purchased, much of the corridor is established by 

building relationships with conservation easements and 

relationships with land owners who also have a goal to 

preserve land. Stevens explained that the bipartisan Florida 

Wildlife Corridor Act underscores the importance of 

establishing this corridor and that it dedicates funding 

devoted to the effort.  



ISSUE:
Health



Time WOEX: 5:00 a.m.

Date: 7/11/21

Duration: 10:00

Segment Topic: Department of Health Honored for Innovation in Public 
Health

Organization: Florida Department of Health, Seminole County

Guest(s): Kelly Welch, Program Administrator

Contact: Flhealth.gov

Issues: Welch explained how the Florida Department of Health in 

Seminole County (DOH-Seminole) won a national award for 

innovation.  The Gold Innovative Practice Award, given by 

the National Association of County and City Health Officials, 

recognizes health departments that found innovative ways 

to meet the needs of their community during the COVID-19 

pandemic.  Seminole County Health won for their efforts to 

reduce the Covid mortality rate among the Hispanic 

residents of Seminole County.  Working with community 

partners, the DOH-Seminole provided targeted pop-up 

Covid testing sites. 



Time WOEX: 5:10 a.m.

Date: 7/11/21

Duration: 20:00

Segment Topic: B.E.L.A.C Annual Childhood Cancer 5k
Organization: B.E.L.A.C. (Believe every life acquires cure)

Guest(s): Amperell Williams, 

Contact: 407-405-7790; belac.org

Issues: Williams described the mission of B.E.L.A.C. to support 

families of pediatric cancer patients and invited listeners to 

help raise awareness and funds.  She explained that families 

go through financial challenges given the cost of 

medications, travel expenses, and other expenses that arise 

as the children are being treated for their cancers.  

Participants of the 5th Annual B.E.L.A.C. Childhood Cancer 

5K, can raise funds to support these families’ needs while 

also helping to spread awareness about the realities of 

childhood cancer. The 5K takes place on July 24th at Bill 

Frederick Park. 



Time WOEX: 5:00 a.m.

Date: 8/1/21

Duration: 30:00

Segment Topic: Clinical Trials for Alzheimer’s Medications
Organization: ClinCloud

Guest(s): Jessica Branning, CEO and Founder

Contact:

Issues: Branning discussed clinical trials of new medications as an 

option for Alzheimer’s patients.  She explained that her 

organization, ClinCloud, is one of the facilities currently 

running clinical trials for the newest medications.  One of the 

medications in trial was just approved by the FDA, so trial 

participants receive the medication without the cost. 

Branning said that participants also receive constant follow 

on care.  Anyone can receive free neurological testing, to 

see if they are candidates for the medicine. 



Time WOEX: 5:00 a.m.

Date: 9/12/21

Duration: 30:00

Segment Topic: Childhood Cancer Awareness Month
Organization: Base Camp Children’s Cancer Foundation

Guest(s): Terri Jones Robbins

Contact: Basecamp.org, Facebook

Issues: In recognition of Childhood Cancer Awareness Month, 

Robbins described the work Base Camp staff and volunteers 

do to support the families of children who have cancer.  She 

discussed the current environment of research and 

treatment for childhood cancers, making the case that 

children’s needs are not the same as adults.  Robbins says 

that Basecamp volunteers can’t cure cancer but they can 

give a family a break by providing a movie and a meal.  

Robbins said that Basecamp programs let the families know 

that the community cares for them. 



ISSUE:
Public Safety



Time WOEX: 5:00 a.m.

Date: 7/4/21

Duration: 15:00

Segment Topic: Hurricane Preparation, Pre-Elsa
Organization: Seminole County Office of Emergency Management

Guest(s): Steven Learner, Senior Planner

Contact: (407) 665-5121; seminolecountyfl.gov

Issues: With the threat of hurricane Elsa looming, Learner reviewed 

what people should prepare to keep themselves safe and 

well.  As part of the planning, he gave tips for helping special 

needs individuals, pets, and saying informed. He also 

advised everyone on how to build their supplies and 

response plans.    Finally, he advised everyone to plan for 

the worst case scenario but to keep a positive outlook. 



ISSUE:
Social Issues



Time WOEX: 5:00 a.m.

Date: 7/18/21

Duration: 30:00

Segment Topic: National Pet Adoption Week July 19-July 25 
Organization: Pet Alliance of Greater Orlando

Guest(s): Steve Bardy, Executive Director

Contact: Petallianceorlando.org

Issues: Bardy described the process of adopting a pet from the Pet 

Alliance of Greater Orlando. The organization has set a goal 

of adopting out 150 cats and dogs during National Pet 

Adoption Week, July 19th – 25th.  Bardy explained that when 

deciding on the right pet, people should consider the long-

term care the animal will need and how that fits into the pet 

owner’s lifestyle.  However, he said that Pet Alliance staff 

and volunteers will help guide pet-seekers in making their 

choices. During National Pet Adoption Week, there will be 

special adoption sites set up at PetSmart locations. 



Time WOEX: 5:00 a.m.

Date: 9/19/21

Duration: 30:00

Segment Topic: 2-1-1 Suicide Prevention and Support
Organization: Heart of Florida United Way (HFUW)

Guest(s): Ray Larsen, Senior Vice President of Strategic Impact and 

Community Engagement

Contact: Hfuw.org; 2-1-1; suicide hotline - 800-273-8255

Issues: In recognition of Suicide Prevention Awareness Month, 

Larsen shared ideas for suicide prevention and described 

services provided by HFUW’s 2-1-1.  When individuals in 

crisis call 2-1-1 or the suicide hotline, trained professionals 

will help guide that person through the moment of crisis.  

There are even translation services available for those who 

prefer to speak in their native language. Larsen also listed 

strategies for helping everyone to take control of their own 

mental health and for listening to others who are going 

through difficult times. He says this is a time to be aware that 

all of these resources are available. 


