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*Enclosed is a listing of some of the significant issues to which Kansas Public Radio 
(KANU-Lawrence 91.5 FM, KANH-Emporia 89.7 FM, KANV-Olsburg/Junction City 
91.3 FM, and KANQ-Chanute 90.3 FM) responded, along with some of the most 
significant programming treatments of those issues for the period of time specified.  This 
listing is by no means exhaustive, and a more complete, detailed listing can be found in 
the official KANU news archives.  The order in which the issues appear has no 
significance, and does not reflect any particular priority for these stories.  



TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story



FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary        

    PROGRAM CODE

ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR JULY 2019

1.  Celia Llopis-Jepsen reported on the reasons so many children go without important 
vaccines. It is not entirely due to parental objections and the anti-vaccine movement. Part 
of the problem is accessibility, and cost. 
(CLJ-VACCINE2.wav) – aired 07-01-19 – ATC/R – length: 3:55 – airtimes: 4:44pm, 
5:44pm
____________________________________________________________HE/ED/POL

2. KPR’s Laura Lorson talked with University of Kansas assistant professor Allison 
Kirkpatrick. She made a discovery about the cosmic life cycle of galaxies that is being 
called ‘revolutionary’ by astrophysicists who study black holes. Kirkpatrick observed 
something she is calling “cold quasars,” which are an unexpected intermediate stage in 
the way galaxies grow and expand. She presented her findings at the American 
Astronomical Society annual conference, and explained her work for KPR listeners.
(KIRKPAT-FINAL2.wav) – aired 07-09-19 – ME/R – length: 4:18 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
7:45am
________________________________________________________________KU/ED

3. Corinne Boyer reported on why the cattle industry has failed to embrace a new drug 
that can help cut back on the threat that ammonia generated by cows poses to air and 
water quality. The bottom line is that the FDA approved the drug, but only labels it as a 
means for reducing ammonia emissions. The drug actually has other benefits that might 
make it attractive to beef producers, but as things stand now, there’s not a lot of financial 
incentive for cattlemen to use it. 
(CB-COWBEANO.wav) – aired 07-10-19 – ME/R – length: 3:26 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
7:45am
________________________________________________________________AG/ENV

4. Madelyn Beck reported on the challenges facing hemp farmers, now that it’s 
technically legal to grow as a cash crop in the U.S. From the limited supply of seeds, to 
concerns over limiting THC levels, to consistency of the crops and challenges in 
maintaining organic certification, farmers are finding the process of adapting hemp to 
become a regular, reliable crop challenging. 
(MB-HEMP.wav) – aired 07-12-19 – ME/R – length: 4:18 – airtimes: 6:45am, 7:45am
______________________________________________________AG/ENV/POL/ECO

5. Lisa Rodriguez reported on the process involved in renovating and re-making the 
Kansas City International Airport. Terminal A is in the process of being demolished and 
she toured the area to find out how the work is progressing. 
(LR-KCIDEMO.wav) – aired 07-15-19 – ME/R – length: 3:51 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
7:45am
__________________________________________________________________ECO



6. Alex Smith reported on a new treatment for childhood food allergies. It gradually 
exposes kids to the foods they’re allergic to, and results thus far are encouraging. But 
critics are warning about the risk of anaphylaxis and shock. 
(AS-PEANUT.wav) – aired 07-16-19 – ATC/R – length: 4:00 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
___________________________________________________________________HE

7. Kyle Palmer spoke with a Kansas City-area woman who has been rising up the 
international pinball rankings. She has already gotten some major national trophies, and 
has her sights set on a world championship. 
(KNS-PINBALL.wav) – aired 07-17-19 – ATC/R – length: 4:02 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm 
_________________________________________________________________SP/AR 

8. Amy Mayer reported on the rise of aquaculture in the Midwest. Many soybean farmers 
are hoping that soy protein might become a key component in the feed used in the 
aquaculture operations, especially since the Chinese soybean tariff is causing such 
devastating losses for soybean producers. 
(AM-AQUACULTURE.wav) – aired 07-23-19 – ME/R – length: 3:28 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
_______________________________________________________________AG/ECO

9. Stephan Bisaha reported on the sudden pop-culture prominence of Kansas community 
college football. The community colleges have their own star athletes, a Netflix show, 
and even their own scandals. Coaches say the teams all markedly improved after the 
league opened the way for recruiting more top talent from out of state. 
(SB-CCFOOTBALL.wav) – aired 07-23-19 – ATC/R – length: 3:35 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm 
__________________________________________________________________SP/ED

10. Frank Morris reported on the long-running economic “border war” between the states 
of Kansas and Missouri. States frequently offer billions of dollars in tax cuts to lure 
businesses to relocate and generate jobs and revenue, but the competition has been 
particularly heated between Kansas and Missouri. However, in 2019, it seems that a truce 
may be in the works. 
(KNS-BORDWAR.wav) – aired 07-29-19 – ATC/R – length: 3:24 – airtimes: 4:44pm, 
5:44pm
______________________________________________________________ECO/POL
 
 



 
KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR AUGUST 2019

1. Extremely heavy rainfall targeted Northeast Kansas, leading to flash flooding, 
road closures, and property damage. KPR covered the flood emergency in 
newscasts featuring reports that included comments from meteorologists and 
emergency management officials. 
(KS-FLOOD1.wav) – aired 08-01-19 – ATC/R – length: 2:00 – airtimes: 3:30pm, 
5:30pm
(KS-FLOOD2.wav) – aired 08-01-19 – ATC/R – length: 1:30 – airtimes: 4:30pm, 
6:30pm
(NWS-BAERG-1.wav) – aired 08-02-19 – ME/R – length: 1:00 – airtimes: 
6:31am, 8:31am
(NWS-BAERG3.wav and NWS-BAERG-4.wav) – aired 08-02-19 – ME/R – 
length: 1:40 – airtimes: 7am, 8am
_________________________________________________________WX/ENV

2. Nomin Ujiyediin reported on a new kind of mental health treatment: use of peer 
support specialists, who work with patients to share experiences and provide the 
voice of experience with various mental health conditions. Peer support 
specialists don’t have a professional license, but their personal experience makes 
mental health treatment options less bewildering or frightening for people who are 
new to the system. 
(NU-PEERHELP.wav) – aired 08-06-19 – ATC/R – length: 3:35 – airtimes: 
4:44pm, 5:44pm
__________________________________________________________ _HE/ED

3. J. Schafer visited Julia Kabance, a World War II veteran and member of the 
Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation, to talk about her experiences. She turned 109 
years old in August and many people turned out in Wamego to celebrate with 
cake and ice cream.  
(JS-109.wav) – aired 08-12-19 – ME/R – length: 3:06 – airtimes: 6:45am, 7:45am
____________________________________________________________MI, HI

4. Stephen Koranda filed a series of newscast reports on a fight between the state of 
Kansas and Planned Parenthood over legal fees in a lawsuit over Medicaid 
funding. 
(SK-PPFUND.wav)….aired 08-15-19 – ME/R – length: 45 sec.- airtimes: 6:30am
(SK-PP2.wav) – aired 08-15-19 – ME/R – length: 37 sec. – airtimes: 8am
_________________________________________________________ECO, HE



5. Stephen Koranda discussed the results of a report accusing the state of Kansas of 
“warehousing” people in mental health nursing homes when those people could 
be living in community-based settings instead. 
(SK-MENTAL2.wav) – aired 08-20-19 – ATC/R – length: 4:05 – airtimes: 
4:44pm, 5:44pm 
____________________________________________________HE/ECO/POL

6. Sports reporter Greg Echlin visited a memorial service and celebration for 
longtime University of Kansas sports broadcaster Max Falkenstien. Friends, 
family, colleagues and fans gathered to share stories about his life and career. 
(GE-MAXSERVICE.wav) – aired 08-22-19 – ME/R – length: 4:38 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am, 8:45am
__________________________________________________________KU/SP

7. Celia Llopis-Jepsen of the Kansas News Service reported on Kansas lawmakers’ 
attempts to help lower- and middle-income families cope with the high cost of 
day care and preschool. The town of Coffeyville has implemented a program that 
provides free preschool to the children of nearly every family that wants it. Now, 
the state is looking at ways to provide something similar to more communities. 
(CLJ-PRE.wav) – aired 08-26-19 – ATC/R – length: 4:07 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
__________________________________________________________ED/ECO

8. Laura Lorson spoke with Richard Godbeer, the new director of the Hall Center for 
the Humanities on the University of Kansas campus. Godbeer hopes to bring new 
voices to the KU campus through the Hall Center’s prestigious lecture series, and 
is planning a series of new programs designed to engage the community with the 
university in conversation with an eye toward civility and courtesy in political  
problem-solving. 
(HALL-GODBEER.wav) – aired 08-29-19 – ATC/R -- length: 4:32 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
___________________________________________________KU/AR/POL/HI

9. Tom Parkinson talked with Hank Osterhout, executive director of the non-profit 
group Kansas Free for Arts, about the Halfway to Everywhere Music and Arts 
Festival in Emporia. The festival is collaborating with the No Coast Film Festival 
to present a day of music, food and film. 
(TP-HALFWAY2.wav) – aired: 08-30-19 – ME/R -- length: 3:43 – airtimes: 
6:40am, 7:40am
_________________________________________________________AR/ECO



10. John Richard Schrock talked about the life and career of Lewis Lindsay Dyche, a 
native Kansan who went on to become one of the most famous and well-respected 
naturalists in the world. Dyche taught for many years at the University of Kansas 
and was the man behind the famous Panorama, a display created for the 1893 
Columbian Exposition in Chicago. The Panorama is now housed at Dyche Hall on 
the KU Campus in Lawrence. 
(JRS-DYCHE3.wav) – aired 08-30-19 – ME/C -- length: 3:44 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
7:45am 
_______________________________________________________KU/ENV/HI



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR SEPTEMBER 2019

1. Brian Grimmett of the Kansas News Service reported on efforts to pump carbon 
dioxide underground rather than into the atmosphere, as a way to help mitigate the 
effects of greenhouse gas accumulation. Some researchers believe that Kansas 
could be a good place to sequester the carbon dioxide gas because of the state’s 
geology and location. 
(BG-CARBON.wav) – aired 09-04-19 – ATC/R – length: 3:55 – airtimes: 
4:44pm, 6:44pm
________________________________________________________ENV/ECO

2. Corinne Boyer reported on an uptick in the number of sexually transmitted 
diseases being reported in Kansas. The state’s increase is consistent with a similar 
increase nationwide. It seems that the trend is particularly pronounced in the 
southwest portion of the state, in and around Garden City. 
(CB-STDS.wav) – aired 09-10-19 – ME/R – length: 3:38 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
7:45am
___________________________________________________________HE/HS

3. J. Schafer spoke with Meredith Johanning of Kansas Audio-Reader about the 
organization’s annual fundraising sale of records, compact discs and audio 
equipment. The sale is now in its 17th year, and benefits the radio reading service 
for the blind and print-disabled. 
(JS-FYEO2019.wav) – aired 09-11-19 – ATC/R - - length: 3:54 – airtimes: 
4:44pm, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________KU/AR/ED/HI

4. The University of Kansas will receive federal assistance for a project designed to 
include more rural Kansans in cancer studies and palliative care studies. Celia 
Llopis-Jepsen provided a quick report. 
(CLJ-KUCANCER.wav) – aired 09-16-19 – ME/R – length: :45 sec – airtimes: 
6:31am, 8:31am
___________________________________________________________HE/KU

5. The University of Kansas has decided to close its Center for STEM Learning and 
to discontinue its innovative UKanTeach program, which had given advanced 
math and science students the opportunity to earn a teaching certification at the 
same time as their graduate degree in their chosen field. The move will save about 
a million dollars per year, but the decision has worried some math and science 
teachers who got their start through these programs. Celia Llopis-Jepsen reported 
on the decision and its aftermath. 
(CLJ-STEMCUTS.wav) – aired 09-18-19 – ME/R – length: :45 sec. –  airtimes: 
6am, 7am, 8am
___________________________________________________________KU/ED



6. Nomin Ujiyediin reported on laws protecting landlords and tenants in Kansas. 
Many advocates for renters and tenants say that in practice, landlords have the 
advantage when it comes to accountability for repairs and living conditions, as 
well as with monetary and contractual disputes. Now, some tenants are taking 
action to restructure some of the laws. 
(NU-RENTERS.wav) – aired 09-18-19 – ATC/R – length: 3:37 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:50 pm 
_________________________________________________________CR/ECO

7. Stephan Bisaha reported on efforts to draw more hunters to Kansas, and a push to 
interest more young people in the sport. Fewer Kansans spending time in the field 
means there has been a drop in the sales of hunting licenses…, which in turn has 
endangered the state’s conservation funding, which is tied to those sales. 
(SB-HUNTERS.wav) – aired 09-24-19 – ME/R – length: 4:11 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
7:45am 
_____________________________________________________ENV/SP/POL

8. Commentator Rex Buchanan discussed the Netflix series “Last Chance U,” which 
has been filmed for two seasons at Independence Community College in southeast 
Kansas. The program follows the vagaries of community college athletics, and 
focuses on how for many student-athletes, the community college, lower-division 
route is their last hope for a career in athletics. It’s been a truly terrible season for 
the Independence Community College Pirates this past year, and Buchanan says 
it’s both heartbreaking and fascinating. 
(RB-NETFLIX2.wav) – aired 09-04-19 – ME/C – length: 3:28 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
____________________________________________________________SP/ED

9. Commentator Rex Buchanan talked about a new exhibition at the Spencer 
Museum of Art at KU. It’s about knowledge, and showcases not just stacks of 
books, but the ideas that spring from them. There is also a geological component 
to the exhibit – the stacks of books are arranged in a way that will look familiar to 
a geologist or anyone interested in the geography and geology of Kansas. 
(RB-BOOKART2.wav) – aired 09-27-19 – ME/C – length: 3:34 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7.45am
______________________________________________________ENV/KU/AR

10. KPR Presents featured an overview of the 2019 Kansas Notable Books, a project 
of the Kansas Center for the Book at the Kansas State Library. Kaye McIntyre 
featured interviews with authors and excerpts from books by Laura Moriarty, Ken 
Ohm, Miranda Asebedo, and Sarah Smarsh, among others. 
(KPRPRESENTS_1.wav) – aired 09-22-19 – KPR Presents – length: 59:00 – 
airtimes: 6 pm 
___________________________________________________AR/ED/HI/POL




