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Public Affairs
WABK-FM airs the public affairs show “Maine View” that is designed to address 
important community issues. The following is a list of show topics during the Quarter.  
Each edition of Maine View also includes Maine Governor Paul LePage's weekly radio 
address and the response from the Democrat Party in Maine. Each address runs roughly 5 
minutes. Maine View has a run time of 20 minutes and airs Sunday at 7:00am

4/3: This week’s edition of Maine View features guest co-host. Amanda Cost of the 
Spruce Run Woman care Alliance and independent journalist Andy Neff.  We speak with 
Jesse Moriarty of the United Way of Eastern Maine about two important upcoming 
events. The April 15 "day of caring" and the "Big Night: Experience Auction." The 
annual day of caring mobilizes volunteers to work on community service projects in five 
counties. The Big Night Experience Auction raises money to continue to fund United 
Way activities through the year.  We also meet John Szarowski of Coreena. He and 
others are organizing a fundraising event April 3 for the teachers of RSU 19. The teachers 
are being forced to take 10 furlough days because of an accounting error by the previous 
school superintendent. Lego Con will help raise money to go into an emergency fund for 
those teachers hit hard by the 10 mandatory days without pay.|

4/10: This week's edition features a conversation with Jen Brooks, Vicky Rusbikt, and 
Andy Hamilton of Eastern Maine Development Corporation. EMDC's "Reengineering 
the Region Initiative" is looking to rethink how Penobscot County will advance 
economically without the industrial Mills that have been a fixture in the region for the 
past 122 years.
The trio discusses and debates the need to engage educational, business, and political 
leaders in finding ways to improve our workforce and I track the employers that will 
again advance the region’s economy. We also speak with Julie Rabinowitz of Maine's 
Department of Labor, who reports Maine's February unemployment rate at 3.6%. Maine 
is at what some consider "full employment." Rabinowitz explains what that means, and 
what is still needed to make sure everyone who wants a job can find one in our state.

4/17: This week's edition featured an interview with Robin Chibroski, Executive Director 
of the Ronald McDonald House Charities of Maine. On April 1, 2016, the various 
facilities in Maine - the Ronald McDonald House Bangor, the Ronald McDonald House 



Portland, and the Ronald McDonald Family Room at the Barbara Bush Children's 
Hospital at Maine Medical Center - marked their one-year anniversary merged into one 
statewide organization. "Stronger Together" is the theme of the collaboration. The 
Houses provide shelter, food, and comfort for families with children suffering life 
threatening illness. The facilities are close to the hospitals and no family is ever turned 
away if they cannot meet the nominal 10-dollar per night fee. In 2015, 643 families were 
able to be served at the two Houses combined. More than 1,400 families were 
accommodated at the Family Room. RMHC also awarded grants to five dental health 
nonprofit organizations. RMHC has only 11 staff members and is aided by the tens-of-
thousands of hours of volunteer help yearly. Regular fundraisers include the all-star 
basketball games in March, the Red Shoe Crawl in April, the golf tournament in June, 
and donation boxes placed at franchise-owned McDonald's restaurants. the website for 
the organization is www.rmhcmaine.org.

4/24: We talk with Heather McCarthy of the American folk festival about the milestone 
the three-day event along Bangor sister Work waterfront reaches this year plus she 
showcases some of the initial artists announced award this year's event. McCarthy 
emphasizes the importance of volunteers needed to make the event a success. 
We also talked with Bob Potts and Collette Sabbagh of Bangor booster’s music off 
Broadway. This annual event help support several charities and features musicians 
gathered to perform in Bangor high schools peaks auditorium.

5/1: This week's edition of Maine View features Q&A with David Leach of Maine's 
Bureau of Consumer Credit Protection. The Bureau published its April 2016 booklet on 
Credit Report and Credit Scores. Leach explains how Mainers can freeze their credit 
reports from the three major credit tracking agencies for free, even as some companies 
offer the lock for a fee.  Leach also discusses the need to freeze one's credit information 
in this age of identity theft. Also, we talk "ticks" and Lyme disease with Veazie Vet 
Clinic Doctor David Cloutier, who one said Lyme disease wasn't so great a concern in 
Maine. Cloutier explains why that has changed. Cloutier discusses which prevention 
measures -- topical, collar or pill -- work best.  

5/8: This week's edition featured an interview with two employees of the American Lung 
Association of the Northeast. Kim Chemard is Development Manager and Lance Bushey 
is the Director of Public Policy. The pair discussed two ongoing awareness campaigns: 
Lung Force and Turquoise Takeover. Lung Force is national movement led by the 
American Lung Association to unite women in the fight against lung cancer and for lung 
health. The ALA encourages workplace fundraising during the week of May 8-14 to raise 



funds to help defeat the disease. Employees enjoy fun, in-office activities - such as dress 
down days, wellness walks, and bake sales - that support and raise funds for causes they 
care about. Turquoise Takeover, during the same week, is an effort to show off the color 
in support of the ALA. It includes the wearing of turquoise by celebrities and news 
anchors, illuminating buildings and landmarks in turquoise, and turning your social 
media turquoise. The color is unique to the ALA to resemble clean, fresh air for healthy 
lungs to enjoy. Also discussed was the upcoming Trek Across Maine, a three-day 
bicycling event from Sunday River to Belfast June 17-19, 2016, to raise additional funds 
for the ALA.

5/15: This week's edition of Maine View features the producing artistic director of 
Penobscot Theatre, Bari Newport, in our studio to talk about the production of "Duck 
Hunter Shoots Angel." Mitch Album, the famous writer, penned this play. Bari brings in 
the lead actor to talk about the dynamics of the play, the challenges of staging, and what 
audiences can expect. Bari also talks about the next in the theaters series, "Rock Of 
Ages." We also welcome Dan Cashman, host of the locally produced "Nite Show."  Dan 
introduces us to stand up comedian Freddy Stone, who will perform in Searsport on 
Saturday, May 21 in a benefit for a family fighting cancer. Freddie share some of his 
comedy, which can be political and biting, but still great laughs ahead of this spaghetti 
supper and show to help the Pomeroy family of Searsport battle cancer and heart disease.

5/22: This week's edition of Maine View peters a conversation with BJ Kitchin, The 
senior e-learning specialist with University College. He offers a "compare and contrast" 
with online education opportunities through the university system versus high-priced for 
profits from away. He also answers the question of the acceptance of online degrees 
versus those achieved a traditional "bricks and mortar" colleges. We also speak with 
Talya Edlund, manes 2016 teacher of the year. She calls in from her classroom in Cape 
Elizabeth to announce the winners of the county by county 2017 teacher of the year 
nominees. She shares her experience as serving as means "top teacher." She also 
discusses challenges and opportunities ahead for education in Maine.

5/29: This week's edition featured an interview with Travis Mills - a recalibrated warrior, 
motivational speaker, actor, author, and an advocate for veterans and amputees. He is the 
founder of the Travis Mills Foundation, the umbrella organization for his efforts. A 
retired U.S. Army Staff Sargeant from the 82nd Airborne, Mills was left a quadruple 
amputee from the explosion of an Improvised Explosive Device during his third tour of 
duty in Afghanistan in 2012. Among his projects Mills has written a book titled "Tough 
as They Come," and was the subject of a documentary film titled "Travis: a Soldier's 
Story." All his efforts carry the theme of his motto "Never Give Up. Never Quit." He 
emphasizes that he is "not wounded. I have scars. I had one bad day at the office." 
Incredibly driven, he was discharged with his prostheses from the Water Reed Medical 
Center after just 19 months - when he was initially told he would be there three years. He 
walks without support. He runs, bikes, drives his own truck and enjoys water tubing. He 



is married with a young daughter. He takes no medication and does not suffer from Post 
Traumatic Syndrome. He has brought his message to groups and media in more than 20 
states. The latest project is The Maine Chance Lodge and Retreat in the Belgrade Lakes 
Region, where the former Elizabeth Arden compound is undergoing a 2.7 million-dollar 
renovation that is expected to be completed in 2017.

6/5: This week's edition features a conversation with Pat Kimball and Dawn Pelletier of 
"Wellspring." This nonprofit agency has been battling addictions in Maine for more than 
50 years. Maine's epidemic of heroin addictions is Wellspring's latest challenge. 
Wellspring plans a 5K race to raise money to continue its good work. We also meet 
award-winning video game creator and illustrator Chuck Carter of Eagre games. Carter 
has worked on some of the most successful immersive, non-violent videogames since the 
1990s. Carter talks about opportunities in his career and his latest game "Zed."

6/12: This week's edition features conversations with Abby King of the main bicycle 
coalition and Pat Moody of AAA New England. We are in the "100 deadliest days of 
summer." This is the time when most motor vehicle, pedestrian and bicycle accidents 
occur in Maine. Many of them fatal. Moody and King talk of prevention methods and the 
history of the 100 deadliest days in Maine. We also speak with Cathy Billings of the ALS 
calendar raffle. Cathy talks of the cruel disease that is ALS, and at this calendar which for 
$20 can put participants in the running for fabulous prizes. The money raised helps 
research into ALS at such facilities as the Jackson laboratory in Bar Harbor

6/19: This week's edition features an interview with Mike Miclon, Executive Artistic 
Director at Johnson Hall Performing Arts Center in Gardiner. Currently featuring 
entertainment in the all-purpose space downstairs, the historic building on Water Street is 
awaiting renovation to the 400-seat upstairs venue. Johnson Hall was built in 1864, but 
has not had regular entertainment in the upstairs "hall" since 1959. If funding for 
renovation is completed, Miclon hopes to have shows in the large space by 2018.  The 
Performing Arts Center hosts locally produced shows and occasional national talent. It 
also hosts SPARK, a performing arts day camp for children aged 8-14 that runs four days 
in February and three weeks in July. Miclon is also the producer and star of "The Early 
Evening Show," which is marking its 17th year in 2016. It's a spoof of late night talk 
shows, and Miclon promises that no two performances are ever the same. The latest 
edition was featured at the Gardiner waterfront RiverFest on June 18, 2016.  A 
professional entertainer since 1982, Miclon was an apprentice to Benny and Denise Reehl 
on the New England Vaudevuille Review. He also studied mime under Master Tony 
Montanero at the Celebration Barn Theater in South Paris. Miclon also created his own 



venue in Buckfield, the Oddfellow Theater, which he operated for 14 years. In between 
he was part of ensemble vaudeville productions all over the world.

6/26: This week’s edition features a conversation with Ryan Robbins of Moosehead Lake 
divers. The organization is seeking crowd funding to finance the purchase of underwater 
video equipment to produce a documentary on steamships that sunk in Moosehead Lake.  
Robbins talks about the history of some of the steamboat, how hard they were worked, 
and how they met their eventual and at the bottom of one of Maine's largest lakes. We 
also meet Mary Dysart Hartt of Dysart's Restaurant's and truck stop.  Mary brings to us a 
"purple berry pie" which Dysart's is baking over the next 20 days in support of 
Alzheimer's research and education. Mary details the heartbreaking news that her 
husband has been diagnosed with early onset Alsheimer's. She talks of the change in his 
life, the change in her life, and the change that she has learned others go through when 
dealing with this terribly cruel disease.


