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KMBZ-AM  QUARTERLY LISTING OF PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 

October, 2012 – December, 2012 

 

 

1.    BUSINESS/JOBS 

      The downturn in the economy has hit area businesses, with several companies having to layoff workers.  The 

now-passed bailout in Washington of the auto industry will have a far reaching impact in the Kansas City area with 

the two auto plants.  The subprime problem continues to haunt local business, with H & R Bloch reporting a lower 

quarterly profit, and several area lenders also reporting major problems  

 

2 VIOLENCE/CRIME 

    Crime continues to be a major problem facing the Kansas City area.  New statistics out show that violent crime is 

up among all ages and races and in all cities.  White collar crime is also becoming a problem for businesses.  The 

Kansas City Crime Commission working to better enable police departments with new information.  Kansas City 

Police Department revamping and looking at more police on streets. 

 

3. GOVERNMENT 

    Local problems exist at city hall in Kansas City, Missouri as the Mayor continues to wrangle with the city council 

over several issues including that of his wife. A recent effort to recall the mayor is underway.  As both Kansas and 

Missouri lawmakers get set to convene next quarter, numerous committees are drafting legislative proposals dealing 

with education, infrastructure and immigration.   

 

4.  EDUCATION  

    The battle to find education dollars for both Kansas and Missouri still a hot topic as the legislative session will 

begin next quarter.  Missouri is looking at a problem with student loans and how to handle the agency that is in 

charge.  Many of the local school districts, such as Shawnee Mission, Liberty, Kansas City  

are facing money issues, and with the state’s economies continuing to slide many of the education dollars are being 

withheld. Kansas City, Missouri continues its search for a new superintendent.  

 

5.MINORITIES 

     As Congress tries to come up with a plan on how to deal with illegal immigrants, Kansas city’s Hispanic 

community rallies joining other cities nationwide to try and show how important the worker’s are to the economy.  

Meanwhile, area churches are trying to find ways to battle racism.  Missouri lawmakers looking at measure to 

punish businesses and landlords that hire and house illegals. 

 

6.  YOUTH 

      The growing crime rate in Kansas City has hit the area youth hard. The nationwide school shootings causing 

more schools to crackdown on any truancy problems.   Many of the homicide victims have been young and officials 

are concerned about growing gang violence.   There is concern that as the economy continues to slide, more and 

more young people will be out of work, and could turn to crime. 

 

7.  DRUGS 

    While both states have made headways into the problem of drugs in the metro area, methamphetamine is still the 

drug of choice.  While both states have enacted legislation to crack down on over the counter medicines that can be 

used to make meth, law enforcement officials say it’s too early to tell if the measures are working.   New surveys out 

that while hard drugs are on a decline among teens, prescription drugs are now the number one problem. 



8.   WOMEN 

       The issue of low pay, lack of child care continue to be a problem among working women in the metro area.  As 

the metro area braces for the economic downturn, more women are seeing their jobs eliminated and that is adding to 

pressure.  More employers though seem to be working better with women in the area of health care and that has 

been noted as a plus among women’s organizations.  

 

9.  HEALTH 

    Missouri and Kansas committees are looking at how to handle the ranks of the under and uninsured.  Kansas City 

health department trying to work up plans on how to battle a pandemic if and when it occurs here..  The focus of 

health care will be a big topic in the upcoming presidential election, and as the campaigns come through Kansas 

City, many are asking the candidates their views. 

 

10.. CHARITY 

     Area food banks have been tapped, and more charities are seeing more and more working poor coming to their 

doors.  The holiday season was a tough one for area charities, and they are still playing catch up.  

 



 

1.BUSINESS/JOBS 
 

Kansas City’s Morning News 
 

10.1.12:            The rate increase that Kansas Gas Service is seeking is far higher than the 

amount staff at the Kansas Corporation Commission has recommended.  The gas company is 

asking for a net increase of about $32 million a year, and KCC staff recommends the company 

get only $3.6 million.  The recommendations are cited in documents filed last week. The gas 

company's proposal would raise the average customer's bill by $5.68 a month. The KCC 

proposal would boost those bills about $1.  KGS spokeswoman Dawn Ewing says the company's 

still analyzing the KCC staff recommendations but believes its original proposal would result in 

fair and reasonable rates. 

 

10.1.12:              Not to scare you, but Christmas is just 84 days away!  And if you want one of 

those seasonal jobs that are coming open this month, its time to start applying.  Scott 

Anglemeyer with Workforce Development in KCK has some tips. He says make sure you cast a 

wide net too...don't just keep your fingers crossed that one employer will call you back.  Last 

year about 600-thousand people took a seasonal position...and that's supposed to be up by about 

10% this year. 

 

11.7.12:            There's less than two and a half weeks to go until black Friday. The day after 

Thanksgiving often marks the start of the holiday shopping season. The holiday shopping season 

often blows a big hole in household budgets. You may spend a lot of gifts. But Cameron 

Huddleston of Kiplinger dot com says you could save on other things (("There are lots of ways 

that you can find a little extra money in your budget.")) If you buy lunch out when you work 

(("You can brown bag it.")) Take your lunch with you and save $5 or more a day. (("$5 a day is 

$25 a week if you're spending $10 a day you're spending $50 a week.")) That can add up. So can 

a weekly visit to a restaurant. One other idea. Spend any unused gift cards. 

 

11.14.12:            The University of Kansas Hospital has continued its role as an “economic 

engine” for the metro area.  Board members were told today the hospital invested another $117.1 

million in capital expenditures in Fiscal Year 2012.  Total revenue also topped a billion dollars, 

up more than 22 percent over last year. 

 

12.3.12:          Ford is recalling nearly 90,000 2013 Ford Escapes and Ford Fusions, because of a 

fire hazard. The carmaker said there have been reports of overheating and fires in models with 

the 1.6 liter EcoBoost engine. The problem doesn't affect other model years, or Escapes and 

Fusions with different engines. Ford said it's working on a way to fix the problem. Ford is asking 

affected owners to contact a dealer as soon as possible to arrange for a loaner vehicle at no 

charge. 

 

 

Dana and Parks  
 



12.6.12:          A growing number of companies are filing lawsuits against people who say 

negative things about their products or services on social media.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. VIOLENCE/CRIME. 
 

Kansas City’s Morning News 
 

10.1.12:            The United States Penitentiary in Leavenworth, Kan., was placed on lockdown 

Saturday after fights broke out.Prison officials said there were three fights in one of the housing 

units, and two large groups gathered on the recreation yard. The Federal Bureau of Prisons said 

staff members were able to bring the situation under control. No staff were injured and there 

were minor injuries sustained to a small number of inmates, according to a news release. The 

statement also said that at no time was security breached. 

 

10.1.12:           The family of a Kansas City area man shot to death while he was jogging held a 

fundraiser to boost the reward for information in the death. The family of 60-year-old Harry 

Stone held the fundraiser Saturday. Police say Stone was shot May 13 in an apparently random 

act of violence as he jogged.  Police are looking for a dark, four-door car with at least two 

occupants that fled the scene.  Stone's family held an auction and concert Saturday night in 

Higginsville, raising about $3,000. The Crime Stoppers reward is currently $10,000, but the 

family is hoping the benefit and previous events will add to the total. Anyone with information is 

urged to call the TIPS line, 816-474-TIPS. 

 

10.3.12:             Kansas City police are investigating the death of a man who was stabbed to 

death in a park near 10th and Harrison yesterday afternoon. Police said they were called to the 

park about 2:30 p.m. Investigators say  that victim, who is in his 50s, was fatally stabbed during 

a fight. No arrests have been made. Police said they are looking for a man who ran east from the 

scene on 10th Street. Police said there were a lot of people at the park when the fight started, but 

most of the crowd scattered once officers arrived. Anyone with information is ask to call the 

Crime Stoppers Tips line, 816-474-TIPS. 

 

10.12.12:          Police have two of three suspects in custody after an attempted burglary at  the 

old Trinity Lutheran Hospital building at 2940 Baltimore. Construction workers inside 

confronted three intruders and a fight ensued.  One of the construction workers was stabbed, two 

others suffered minor cuts. Police said the workers were able to subdue two of the intruders, but 

a third got away. One of those two intruders went to a hospital for treatment before police took 

them into custody. One of the construction workers told KMBZ and Channel 9, the intruders 

were probably looking for metal to steal. 

 

10.16.12:           A shooting in the metro last night leaves one person dead. Police arrived at 

107th and Greenwood after getting a call of a shooting. Around 12:20 a.m., police found the 



shooting victim in the driver's seat of a white Pontiac. He was pronounced dead moments later. 

Witnesses say that a gray vehicle was seen leaving the crime scene after the shooting. Anyone 

with information is asked to call the TIPS hotline at 816-474-TIPS. 

 

11.9.12:            A cold rape case from the University of Missouri finally has an arrest.  Campus 

police arrested 47-year-old Marvin Jones for attacking a woman at Gillette Residence Hall in 

October 1999.  He faces one count of rape, two counts of sodomy and one count of burglary.  

Jones is being held on $300-thousand bond. 

 

12.3.12:          A Florida woman is behind bars after officials say she tried to poison her husband 

- by putting anti-depressants in his tuna sandwich. Authorities say if those hadn't killed him, she 

had planned to put more in his dinner. Greg Richards says he only ate half the sandwich, because 

it tasted funny. Beth Richards is now in jail - charged with attempted first degree murder. 

Richards was treated at a Lake Wales hospital and released. Despite everything, Richards says he 

still cares for his wife of 13 years. Polk County Sheriff Grady Judd says authorities caught 

Richards when she started to brag to family members about what she had done. 

 

12.3.12:          Leawood police are looking for two men they say shot a McDonald's employee 

during an attempted robbery.  It happened around 11 Saturday night in the restaurant at 119th 

and Roe.  

The two men, described by police as in their 20's with medium builds, fled in a white or silver 

SUV. 

One man wore dreadlocks, a gray zipped sweatshirt with a muscle shirt underneath. The second 

man wore a white sleeveless shirt over a red hooded sweatshirt. The employee was taken to a 

hospital, where their condition has not been released. If you have any information, call police. 

 

 

 

3. GOVERNMENT  
 

Kansas City’s Morning News 
 

10.1.12:           Downtown residents who want to vote in this fall’s streetcar mail-in tax 
election must submit an application to the Jackson County court administrator’s office by 5 
p.m. Tuesday (tomorrow). 
As of Friday, 545 people had submitted applications. That’s out of more than 3,600 active 
registered voters living within the streetcar district boundaries, which include River 
Market, the Downtown Loop and Crown Center. The actual ballots will be mailed Oct. 30 to 
qualified voters and will be due back no later than Dec. 11. The ballots will seek approval 
for property and sales tax increases within the district to help pay the local cost of the 
streetcar system. The Star says the ballot proposes a 1-cent sales tax increase within the 
district. 
 
11.9.12:          Remember the story we told you about a few months ago about how drivers 
of company vehicles wouldn't get red-light camera tickets?  Well a new ordinance passed 
last night by the Kansas City City Council aims to close that loophole.  Now, if a driver of a 



company car runs a red light, the company gets the ticket.  Councilman John Sharp says the 
ordinance levels the playing field. Sharp says he hopes closing the loophole will help make 
the city a little bit safer. 
 
12.13.12:         Many commercial property owners downtown think it's a raw deal !   They 
didn't get to vote on a new downtown streetcar line.  Only residents within the district 
were allowed to cast ballots. The system was approved by a wide margin. Sales taxes 
within the district go up  one per cent . Commercial property taxes increase five per cent.  
Kansas City mayor Sly James has heard the complaints, but thinks streetcars will be a win 
for everyone. Fewer than 600 downtown residents approved the tax hikes to help fund the 
system. The mail in votes were counted yesterday. Streetcars are expected to be rolling on 
the two mile route in June of 2015. 
 

 

 

 

4.  EDUCATION  
 

Kansas City’s Morning News 
 
10.1.12:              Kansas City Public Schools officials will add more security starting this morning 
to a campus where fire alarms were set off and pepper spray was used to break up a fight on 
Friday. The district says no students were seriously injured in the fighting at the African-
Centered College Preparatory Academy's high school. But at least three students were taken to 
hospitals for exposure to pepper spray. 
 
10.1.12:           Kansas educators are anticipating legislation aimed at pushing elementary 
schools to have more struggling readers repeat a grade. The House education chairman already 
is discussing legislation. And Education Commissioner Diane DeBacker says Republican 
Governor Sam Brownback has expressed an interest in a retention policy. 
 
11.7.12:             Kansas' highest court has upheld a law prohibiting sexual contact between 
teachers and adult students. The Kansas Court of Appeals ruling stemmed from a case involving 
Charles Edwards. The former Wichita Northwest High School choir teacher challenged his 
conviction for having consensual sex with an 18-year-old student in his home in March 2010. 
Edwards was 30 at the time.   Edwards contended that he should be held to the same standards 
as college professors. They're not barred by law from having sex with students.   The court 
wrote that although both situations involve learning environments, the circumstances are 
"hardly comparable." The ruling noted that high school attendance is mandatory while college 
attendance is voluntary. The court also stressed that most K-12 students are minors. 
 
11.9.12:            The leaders of two Kansas school districts are part of a group of education 
officials who are set to appear at today's School Efficiency Task Force meeting in Topeka. 
Governor Sam Brownback created the panel this fall to recommend ways for schools to devote 



more of their state funding to classroom instruction and less to other expenses, such as 
administration. 
 
11.13.12:          Some Central High School alums aren't so happy with Kansas City schools right 
now...their 128-year-old school has a new name---Central Academy of Excellence.  Principal 
Linda Collins says they changed the name to reflect a vision for what they want the school to 
become.  She talks about how they came up with it. The school board gave unanimous approval 
to the change at the beginning of the school year, but now some alumni are upset.  They'll 
meet tonight at 6 at the school to talk about Central's name. 
 
12.3.12:        Kansas City Schools Superintendent Doctor Steven Green is reconsidering re-
opening the district's middle schools. The schools were closed in 2007 ... after former 
Superintendent Anthony Amato said they were highly underperforming and unsafe. According 
to the Star, the district hired a series of consultants to see what it would take for the schools to 
reopen. A series of public meetings will be held before anything will happen. The schools would 
not reopen until the Fall of 2014 at the earliest. 
 
 

 

 

5. MINORITIES 
 

Kansas City’s Morning News 
 

10.1.12:         President Obama held a rally in Las Vegas on Sunday night. This rally had a clear focus - Hispanic 

voters here in Nevada. Before President Obama spoke - the 11-thousand people in the crowd went wild for Mexican 

rock band Mana. Then the President took the stage.  Hispanic voters are crucial here in Nevada - a state that both 

campaigns see as up for grabs.  

 

11.7.12:          A California man behind an anti-Muslim film that sparked deadly violence in the 

Middle East is due in court today to answer charges he violated probation stemming from a 2010 

bank fraud conviction. Mark Basseley Youssef has denied eight probation violation allegations, 

including the use of aliases and lying about his role in the movie "Innocence of Muslims." 

 

11.13.12:          Victoria's Secret is apologizing for putting a Native American-style headdress on 

a model during its annual fashion show. Headdresses historically are a symbol of respect, worn 

by Native American war chiefs and warriors. Last week, Victoria's Secret model Karlie Kloss 

walked onto the runway wearing the headdress, leopard-print underwear and high heels. 

 

 

Dana and Parks  
 

12.13.12:             A black weather forecaster at a TV station in Louisiana is fired after engaging 

in a social media back-and-forth with a viewer who criticized her for her “natural” hair style.  

 

 



 

 

6.  YOUTH 
 

Kansas City’s Morning News  
 

10.2.12:           Fifty students are looking for a new place to finish their education after being 

kicked out of the ACE academy by school officials on Monday.  The expulsions are due to a 

Friday incident when pepper spray was used to break up a fight at the school. School officials 

also said there had been other incidents that prompted the move to expel the students, including 

fights and false alarms. School district officials say the students will be able to attend other 

schools in the district, or get the GED, or seek on-line education opportunities, but they will not 

be able to return to the academy. 

 

10.12.12:          Two students and two drivers were injured when a school bus and minivan 

collided in KCK Thursday evening. According to channel 9, Investigators said the bus was 

taking students home from Eisenhower Middle School and collided with a van in the 3800 block 

of Leavenworth Road about 5:15 p.m. Officials said 26 students were on the bus at the time of 

the crash. The two drivers and one student were taken to the hospital, but everyone is expected to 

be okay. 

 

11.9.12:            The State of Kansas is giving Kids TLC $200-thousand in tax credits to help 

them get more donations between now and the end of the year. The tax credit will apply to 

donors who contribute to KidsTLC’s captial campaign,  Bringing Our Children Home: 

Continuing our Journey. Essentially, if you owe money to the state, you can donate to KidsTLC 

and half of that will apply to your tax debt. 

 

12.4.12:            A federal judge in California is temporarily blocking the state from enforcing a 

law that bars licensed therapists from working to change the sexual orientation of gay minors. A 

U.S. District Judge ruled late last night that the First Amendment rights of mental health 

professionals who in engage in "reparative" or "conversion" therapy outweigh concerns that the 

practice poses a danger to young people. 

 

12.10.12:           Classes resume this morning at Brookridge Elementary in Overland park days 

after it was closed because a number of students came down with a gastrointestinal illness.  

Crews have been cleaning the school since Friday. The district says students should be kept 

home until they do not show any signs of being sick for at least 24 hours. No word on what 

sparked the outbreak. 

 

 

 

 

7.  DRUGS 
 

Kansas City’s Morning News  
 



12.3.12:           A traveling hospital worker accused of stealing drugs and infecting patients with 

hepatitis C through contaminated syringes in several states, including kansas, is facing a federal 

court appearance in New Hampshire.  David Kwiatkowski, whom prosecutors describe as a 

"serial infector," was arrested in July. He was indicted last week on 14 charges - seven counts of 

tampering with a consumer product and seven counts of illegally obtaining drugs.  Until May, 

Kwiatkowski worked as a cardiac technologist at Exeter Hospital, where 32 patients were 

diagnosed with the same strain of hepatitis C he carries.  Kwiatkowski has said he's innocent. 

 

12.6.12:          Today, it'll no longer be against the law to possess small amounts of marijuana in 

Washington State. Sean Whitcomb of the Seattle Police Department says you still can't light-up 

in public, but you probably won't get bused for it either. Police will still ticket people if they are 

caught smoking pot in public. 

 

 

 

 

8.   WOMEN 

 

Kansas City’s Morning News 

 
10.3.12:             U.S. Birth rates have fallen for the fourth year in a row. But the government says 

the decline in 2011 was just 1 percent, compared to rates of 2 to 3 percent in other recent years. 

What's also striking is the steep declines in Hispanic birth rates and a new low in teen births. 

 

 

Dana and Parks 
 

12.6.12:          A mother in a suburb of Saint Louis, Missouri is in trouble with the law after 

encouraging her child and another toddler to fight. She videotaped the dispute and posted it on 

her Facebook page.  

 

12.13.12:         A Liberty, Missouri woman allegedly beaten by her boyfriend posts pictures of 

her battered face on his Facebook page with a warning to others to stay away from him. Dana 

and Parks spoke with the woman live on the air.  

 

 

 

 

 

9.  HEALTH 

 

Kansas City’s Morning News  
 



10.3.12:          The Missouri State Treasurer's office is holding nearly $700 million in 
unclaimed property, and Treasurer Clint Zweifel (ZWY'-ful) is reaching out to those with 
Alzheimer's disease who may be due part of that money.  Zweifel was in St. Louis Tuesday 
to announce an initiative with the Alzheimer's Association St. Louis Chapter and AARP 
Missouri. He says his staff routinely deals with people with Alzheimer's, or their families, 
concerning unclaimed property. Zweifel says that as part of his effort his office will provide 
educational resources, host meetings and offer a staff member to talk to caregivers and 
health care providers who work with families affected by Alzheimer's. 
 
11.9.12:         A Massachusetts company with the same founders as a compounding 
pharmacy tied to a deadly meningitis outbreak says it is laying off nearly all its employees 
amid a prolonged closure for inspection. Employees at Ameridose LLC, which produces 
drugs for hospital pharmacies, were notified of the layoffs in a letter yesterday. 
 
11.13.12:          Worried about superbugs? A new study finds more than half of Americans 
believe it is likely that they or someone they know will contract an antibiotic-resistant 
illness. Did you know superbugs are created by antibiotic overuse? Allan Coukell, director 
of medical programs for the Pew Charitable Trusts, tested our knowledge of antibiotics in a 
first-of-a-kind study out Tuesday as part of the CDC's "Get Smart About Antibiotics Week." 
Americans got mixed scores on the antibiotic IQ test. The study found that nearly 9 in 10 
Americans recognize that antibiotics are effective treatments for fighting bacterial 
infections but about 1 in 3 people mistakenly believe that you can also use these drugs for 
viral infections like the common cold. 
 
12.4.12:         Flu season is off to its earliest start in a decade...according to the CDC...and 
they're warning this could be a particularly nasty strain.  Nancy Tausz is the Disease and 
Containment Director for the Johnson County Health Department.  She says more cases are 
popping up in Kansas, particularly in the south and south-central parts of the state, but its 
still just localized cases.  Tausz says this is a good reminder to everyone to get your flu 
vaccine.  The CDC estimates that about a third of Americans have gotten their annual shot. 
 
12.4.12:         The University of Kansas' medical center and hospital are teaming up with 
Children's Mercy Hospital in Kansas City. An official alliance announced yesterday will 
create an integrated pediatric program that officials hope will be running by the end of next 
year. 

 

 

Dana and Parks  
 

11.5.12:           About a dozen Independence students have been sent to a “lose fat” boot 
camp in South Carolina.  

 

 

 



10. CHARITY 
 

Kansas City’s Morning News  
 

10.2.12:          The woman rescued by firefighters from her burning home in Raytown is in 

critical condition.  Lisa Smallwood was found unconscious by firefighters in an upstairs bedroom 

early Saturday morning.  She has third degree burns on 30 percent of her body.  The Star reports 

that Smallwood is a regional director for the Missouri PTA and is active in the PTA at Robinson 

Elementary School in Raytown.  Donations to the Lisa SMallwood Benefit Fund can be made 

through any branch of the Blue Ridge Bank.   

 

11.9.12:           The Kansas City Royals are hoping you'll help them knock this weekends charity 

fundraiser out of the park!! By simply donating three cans of food or making a $2 contribution to 

Harvesters, virtually anyone can get at least one swing from home plate at the K this weekend. 

It's part of the Royals first ever Home Runs for Hunger. Head groundskeeper Trevor Vance 

helped bring the idea to Kansas City. The only catch is you've got to be at least 4-feet tall and 

batters under 18 have to get a waiver signed by an adult. But Vance says you're not limited to 

one swing. You can donate your way up to 20 pitches. 

 

11.9.12:             Needy families will be getting some help from the Kansas City school district. 

The event is the brainchild of Family Engagement Coordinator Linda May. "A Day of Giving" is 

an event where families have a chance to get free uniforms, books, school supplies and winter 

gear. May says the clothing in particular helps needy students."A Day of Giving" will be held at 

the Anderson Gym 1601 Forest Ave. Saturday, November 17th from 9 am- 12. The district 

doesn't require identification or proof that families live in the district or send their children to 

district schools. For more information visit kc-public- schools- dot- org.  

  

11.13.12:            If you want to make a charitable donation, but aren't sure how to do it without 

getting scammed, here are some tips. Lots of Americans are wanting to donate money or 

household items this year in the wake of Hurricane Sandy, but KMBZ's Peter Newman wants 

you to be smart about your decision to give back. Newman says to go online and investigate your 

charity, even if you've donated before. I-R-S - dot- gov will give you a list of all charities that are 

501 (c)(3), that way you know that they are tax exempt and on the up and up. Newman says 

charitable donations on a credit card are are tax deductible in the year you make the donation, not 

the year in which you pay it.    

 

 


