
 
 

WPSU-TV Quarterly Issues/Programs Topic Report 
for the period of July 1, 2020 – September 30, 2020 

 
 
WPSU-TV, licensed to The Pennsylvania State University Board of Trustees, has served the public 
interest by producing and broadcasting diverse content that addresses issues of local, statewide and 
regional importance. 
 
The station has identified the following list of most significant issues of relevance to the communities 
we serve during this reporting period: 
 
AGRICULTURE 
ALCOHOL, DRUG ABUSE/ADDICTION 
AMERICAN HISTORY/CULTURE 
ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 
BUSINESS/ECONOMY 
CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/ LAW ENFORCEMENT  
EDUCATION/SCHOOLS/YOUTH 
ENVIRONMENT/NATURE 

GOVERNMENT/POLITICS 
HEALTH/HEALTH CARE  
MILITARY/VETERANS/NATIONAL SECURITY 
MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS  
RECREATION/LEISURE/SPORTS 
RELIGION/ETHICS 
SCIENCE/TECHNOLOGY 

 
 
The following is a list of some of the produced or acquired programming aired in response to the 
areas of concern to viewers served by WPSU-TV: 
 
 
AGRICULTURE 
 
Series Title:    Independent Lens 
Episode Title:   Dolores 
Length:          120 minutes 
Airdate:         7/10/2020 10:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          Documentary 
 
Dolores Huerta's fascinating life, from the fearless young woman confronting teamsters on violent 
picket lines to the activist grandmother nearly beaten to death by a San Francisco police squad, was 
overshadowed by the legacy of Cesar Chavez. After she was forced from the ranks of the all-male 
union leadership after his death, Dolores learns the painful truth- that her gender is the greatest 
obstacle of all. But she turns her defeat into inspiration, setting the course for a lifetime pursuit of 
equality for all. While tracing Huerta's trajectory through the most radical social and cultural 
movements of the past 50 years, from brown power and feminism to LGBTQ rights and 
environmental justice, Dolores provides an unflinching look at the barriers faced by women and 
people of color within the very communities they're fighting for. 
 
 
Series Title:    Garden Smart 
Length:          30 minutes 
Airdate:         9/6/2020 8:00:00 PM 
Service:         NETA 



Format:          Documentary 
 
"Garden Smart" is a "hands in the dirt" program that provides its' viewers with practical, timely 
gardening advice. Produced in association with The National Gardening Association, a non-profit 
organization whose purpose is to educate and promote gardening to young and old alike, "Garden 
Smart" each week provides valuable gardening tips, the latest trends "on the verge" and design 
advice, all with the purpose of making gardening fun and interesting. "Garden Smart" is unique in 
that it's a gardeners show and presents new information each week that lets gardeners know what 
other gardeners are growing and how. Frequently addressed topics include landscape design, 
household and garden pests and kids gardening. The goal each week is to take the mystery out of 
gardening, make it fun, present new ideas and let the audience "Garden Smart."  
 
 
Series Title:    J Schwanke’s Life In Bloom 
Length:          30 minutes 
Airdate:         9/12/2020 11:00:00 AM 
Service:         APTEX 
Format:         Documentary 
 
J SCHWANKE'S LIFE IN BLOOM is a half-hour lifestyle series about flower arrangement, design and 
instruction. Hosted by J Schwanke - a fourth-generation florist, award-winning author and well-
known floral educator - the program aims to help viewers have fun with flowers and incorporate 
their beauty into their homes and everyday lives.  
 
 
ALCOHOL, DRUG ABUSE/ADDICTION  
  
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         7/22/2020 6:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          News (live news only) 
Segment Length:  00:09:29 
 
According to preliminary data, drug overdoses killed nearly 72,000 Americans in 2019, a record high. 
Now, it appears that 2020 is on track to be even worse, as the U.S. has witnessed a startling rise in 
overdoses during the pandemic. William Brangham reports on how increased isolation, economic 
uncertainty and reduced access to care have exacerbated American addiction -- with deadly 
consequences. 
 
 
Series Title:  Battling Opioids: A Project of Pennsylvania Public Media #106 
Length:   60 minutes 
Airdate:   09/24/2020  09:00  PM 
Service:   WPSU 
Format:   Interview/Discussion/Documentary 
 
Part Six of the Pennsylvania PBS Battling Opioids television series focuses on the impact COVID-19 is 
having on the opioid epidemic.  We’ll hear stories from people in recovery and how their treatments 
are being affected by the pandemic. 
 
 
AMERICAN HISTORY/CULTURE 
 
Series Title:    Roosevelts:  An Intimate History 



Episode Title:   The Fire of Life (1910-1919) 
Length:          120 minutes 
Airdate:         7/5/2020 6:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          Documentary 
 
The lives of the three great Roosevelts -- Teddy, Franklin and Eleanor -- are captured in this series. 
Ken Burns and producer, Paul Barnes describe the lives and times of these three American icons who 
influenced 20th century American history more than perhaps any other family. Through wars, 
revolutions, depressions, movements, the three led the country through what was called America's 
century. At times they had little in common but for one thing they always had in common . . . their 
ability, desire and conviction to lead. 
 
 
Series Title:    Clinton: American Experience 
Length:          120 minutes 
Airdate:         7/21/2020 8:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          Documentary 
 
From draft dodging to the Dayton Accords, from Monica Lewinsky to a balanced budget, the 
presidency of William Jefferson Clinton veered between sordid scandal and grand achievement. In 
CLINTON, the latest installment in the critically acclaimed and successful series of presidential 
biographies, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE explores the fascinating story of an American president who 
rose from a broken childhood in Arkansas to become one of the most successful politicians in modern 
American history and one of the most complex and conflicted characters to ever stride across the 
public stage. It recounts a career full of accomplishment and rife with scandal, a marriage that would 
make history and create controversy and a presidency that would define the crucial and 
transformative period between the fall of the Berlin Wall and 9/11. It follows Clinton across his two 
terms as he confronted some of the key forces that would shape the future, including partisan 
political warfare and domestic and international terrorism, and struggled, with uneven success, to 
define the role of American power in a post-Cold War world. Most memorably, it explores how 
Clinton’s conflicted character made history, even as it enraged his enemies and confounded his 
friends. The program features unprecedented access to scores of Clinton insiders, including White 
House Press Secretary Dee Dee Myers, White House Counsel Bernard Nussbaum, White House Chief 
of Staff Leon Panetta and Deputy Chief of Staff Harold Ickes, as well as interviews with foreign 
leaders, members of the Republican opposition, childhood friends, staffers from Clinton’s years as 
governor of Arkansas, biographers and journalists. 
 
 
Series Title:   Sound of Giving 
Length:          30 minutes 
Airdate:         7/26/2020 10:30:00 PM 
Service:         NETA 
Format:         Documentary 
 
A talented group of musicians sing for the joy of giving back to their community. In "The Sound of 
Giving" RSVP (Reconciliation Singers Voice of Peace) show their dedication to the nameless outcasts 
in their community by helping fund Joshua's House, the first hospice for the homeless on the west 
coast. Great music can support great causes and inspire other artists to do the same. 
 
 
Series Title:  Our Town: Hollidaysburg 2020 
Length:   150 minutes 
Airdate:   09/03/2020  08:00 PM 



Service:   WPSU 
Format:   HDBA 
 
The Our Town series travels to Blair County as residents of Hollidaysburg, PA share stories about 
their town. 
 
 
Series Title:    National Parks:  America’s Best Idea 
Episode Title:   The Scripture of Nature (1851-1890) 
Length:          120 minutes 
Airdate:         8/9/2020 6:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          Documentary 
 
The film is a human history set against the most stunning backdrop imaginable. The film works its 
way chronologically through the history of the national parks featuring characters -- some famous, 
most not, from every walk of life -- who dedicated their lives to insuring all could enjoy these places. 
The film explores how the national park system came to be and examines some -- but not all -- of how 
these majestic places came to be national parks. 
 
 
Series Title:    Independent Lens 
Episode Title:   Won't You Be My Neighbor? 
Length:          120 minutes 
Airdate:         8/31/2020 8:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          Documentary 
 
For over thirty years, Fred Rogers, an unassuming minister, puppeteer, writer and producer was 
beamed daily into homes across America. In his beloved television program, Mister Rogers' 
Neighborhood, Fred and his cast of puppets and friends spoke directly to young children about some 
of life's weightiest issues, in a simple, direct fashion.  Though he may be best known today as a soft-
spoken, cardigan-wearing children's television host, in reality, Fred Rogers' career represents a 
sustained attempt to present a coherent, beneficent view about how we should best speak to children 
about important matters and how television could be used as a positive force in our society.    In 
Won't You Be My Neighbor?, Academy Award-winning filmmaker Morgan Neville (Twenty Feet from 
Stardom) looks back on the legacy of Fred Rogers, focusing on his radically kind ideas. While the 
nation changed around him, Fred Rogers stood firm in his beliefs about the importance of protecting 
childhood. 
 
 
Series Title:    Vote: American Experience; The 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         9/15/2020 8:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          Documentary 
 
Explore how the challenges facing the women's suffrage movement, including internal debates over 
radical tactics and the place of African American women in the movement, shaped the battle in the 
crucial period from 1906-1915. 
 
 
ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 
 
Series Title:    Great Performances at the Met 



Episode Title:   The Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess 
Length:          180 minutes 
Airdate:         7/17/2020 9:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:         Performance 
 
Enjoy this classic American folk opera that brings 1920s Charleston to life with a beloved score from 
George Gershwin in a new production directed by James Robinson. Eric Owens and Angel Blue star in 
the title roles and David Robertson conducts. 
 
 
Series Title:    Great Performances 
Episode Title:   She Loves Me 
Length:          150 minutes 
Airdate:         7/24/2020 9:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:         Performance 
 
Enjoy Jerry Bock and Sheldon Harnick's classic 1963 musical of two feuding clerks in a Budapest 
parfumerie who don't realize they're romantic pen pals. Roundabout's 2016 production stars Laura 
Benanti, Zachary Levi, Jane Krakowski and Gavin Creel. 
 
 
Series Title:    Discover the Firebird 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         8/12/2020 10:00:00 PM 
Service:         APTEX 
Format:         Performance/Documentary 
 
In DISCOVER THE FIREBIRD, the Discovery Orchestra helps both classical music novices and 
seasoned concertgoers to hear and appreciate new details in Igor Stravinsky's 1919 "Firebird Suite." 
Written, hosted and conducted by George Marriner Maull, the program uses an entertaining, 
interactive deconstruction process to break down Stravinsky's unusual compositions and 
orchestration techniques. 
 
 
BUSINESS/ECONOMY 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         7/15/2020 6:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          News (live news only) 
Segment Length:  00:06:36 
 
In our news wrap Wednesday, the largest retailer in the U.S. announced it will require customers to 
wear face coverings inside its stores. Walmart’s policy affects more than 5,000 locations, including its 
Sam’s Club stores. Also, U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg is back home after being 
hospitalized for a possible infection. She spent Tuesday night at Johns Hopkins in Baltimore. 
 
 
Series Title:    Frontline 
Episode Title:   COVID's Hidden Toll 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         7/21/2020 10:00:00 PM 



Service:         PBS 
Format:          Documentary 
 
How the COVID crisis has hit vulnerable immigrants and undocumented workers. 
 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour Weekend 
Length:          30 minutes 
Airdate:         9/13/2020 7:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 
Segment Length:  00:08:46 
 
“Upcycling,” a new technique of making food using discarded ingredients, is gaining momentum with 
entrepreneurs looking to create new food categories. Special Correspondent Allison Aubrey and 
Producer Mary Beth Durkin report on this growing food movement as part of NewsHours “Waste Not, 
Want Not” series. 
 
 
CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/ LAW ENFORCEMENT  
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         7/1/2020 7:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          News (live news only) 
Segment Length:  00:06:39 
 
As the United States grapples with the novel coronavirus, nationwide protests sparked by the killing 
of George Floyd insist the country must confront a second epidemic: racism. Despite a longstanding 
belief that we are a nation divided, some say there are reasons for hope. Special correspondent 
Charlayne Hunter-Gault talks to New York Times columnist and author David Brooks for Race 
Matters. 
 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         7/7/2020 7:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          News (live news only) 
Segment Length:  00:10:29 
 
This summer is shaping up to be a bloody one in many cities and neighborhoods. What’s behind the 
recent surge in gun violence? Amna Nawaz talks to Pastor Mike McBride of the Live Free Campaign, a 
faith-based movement committed to reducing gun violence and ending mass incarceration of people 
of color, and Thomas Abt of the Council on Criminal Justice and an author of the nationwide homicide 
study. 
 
 
Series Title:    POV 
Episode Title:   Dark Money 
Length:          90 minutes 
Airdate:         9/1/2020 2:00:00 AM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          Documentary 



 
Follow an investigative reporter through a political thriller to expose the shadowy world of unlimited, 
anonymous campaign contributions threatening to upend Montana's government and the very 
integrity of American democracy. 
 
 
EDUCATION/SCHOOLS/YOUTH 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         7/3/2020 7:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          News (live news only) 
Segment Length:  00:03:58 
 
The uncertainty of the coronavirus pandemic has upended the daily lives of children across the globe, 
leaving parents and caregivers struggling to explain the changes. Two medical students in California 
say their desire to help bridge that gap in understanding inspired them to write a free children’s 
book, titled “Why We Stay Home.” Authors Samantha Harris and Devon Scott share their story. 
 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         7/28/2020 6:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          News (live news only) 
Segment Length:  00:07:28 
 
The pandemic has upended the traditional model of higher education, particularly for residential 
colleges. As many schools announce plans to charge full tuition while continuing with remote 
learning, some students and parents are questioning whether the price is worth it. Hari Sreenivasan 
reports on a new effort to rethink the value, and the cost, of traditional college in the coronavirus era. 
 
 
Series Title:  The Investment 2020 
Length:   60 minutes 
Airdate:   08/05/2020  10:00 PM 
Service:   WPSU 
Format:   Documentary 
 
Penn State student entrepreneurs will pitch to a panel of judges and compete for part of a $30,000 
prize pool to try and earn funds for their startup companies. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT/NATURE 
 
Series Title:    Spy in the Wild, A Nature Miniseries 
Episode Title:   Friendship 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         7/1/2020 8:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          Documentary 
 



Spy Creatures and their new wild friends rely on each other to look out for predators. A Spy Meerkat 
babysits meerkat pups while a Spy Cobra pretends to attack the mob. Spy Crocs witness a convenient 
partnership between real crocodiles and birds. 
 
 
Series Title:    Forces of Nature 
Episode Title:   Elements 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         8/1/2020 10:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          Documentary 
 
Earth is painted in stunning colors. By understanding how these colors are created and the energy 
they carry, we can learn the secret language of the planet. 
 
 
Series Title:    NOVA 
Episode Title:   Meteor Strike 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         9/2/2020 9:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          Documentary 
 
On the morning of February 15, 2013, a 7,000-ton asteroid crashed into the Earth’s atmosphere, 
exploded and fell to earth across a wide swath near the Ural Mountains. The Siberian meteor was 
captured by digital dashboard cameras, a common fixture in Russian cars and trucks. Within days, 
armed with this crowd-sourced material, NOVA crews, along with impact scientists, hit the ground in 
Russia to hunt for debris from the explosion and clues to the meteor’s origin and makeup. Is our solar 
system a deadly celestial shooting gallery — with Earth in the cross-hairs? What are the chances that 
another, even more massive, asteroid is heading straight for us? Are we just years, months or days 
away from a total global reboot of civilization, or worse? 
 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         9/8/2020 6:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          News (live news only) 
Segment Length:  00:03:00 
 
Record wildfires are still raging across vast swaths of California. The flames have burned more than 2 
million acres, destroying scores of homes and other buildings. Hundreds of people have been 
stranded by the exploding blazes, requiring rescue by helicopter in dangerous condition. Gov. Gavin 
Newsom said Tuesday that the unprecedented fires are proof of climate change. Stephanie Sy reports 
 
 
GOVERNMENT/POLITICS 
 
Series Title:    Amanpour and Company 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         8/3/2020 11:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS-PLUS 
Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 
Segment Length:  00:56:46 
 



President Trump’s niece Mary Trump discusses her blistering new memoir Too Much and Never 
Enough. Edward Enninful, British Vogue’s editor-in-chief, discusses diversity and inclusion efforts. 
Award-winning author James McBride discusses his latest book “Deacon King Kong.”  
 
 
Series Title:    Reagan: American Experience 
Episode Title:   Lifeguard 
Length:          120 minutes 
Airdate:         8/4/2020 8:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          Documentary 
Segment Length:  00:00:00 
 
In 1988, after two terms in office, Ronald Wilson Reagan left the White House, one of the most 
popular presidents of the twentieth century -- and one of the most controversial. A failed actor, 
Reagan became a passionate ideologue who preached a simple gospel of lower taxes, less 
government and anti-Communism. One by one, his opponents underestimated him; one-by-one, 
Reagan surprised them, rising to become a president who always preferred to see America as a 
shining city on a hill. 
 
 
Series Title:  HumIn Focus: Who Counts? The Complexities of Democracy in America 
Length:   48 minutes 
Airdate:   09/10/2020   09:31 PM 
Service:   WPSU 
Format:   HDBA 
 
Penn State humanities scholars explore the ongoing quest to achieve the promise of American 
democracy despite the many past, present and future obstacles to equality and social justice. 
 
 
Series Title:    More or Less Perfect Union, A Personal Exploration by Judge Douglas Ginsburg 
Episode Title:   A Constitution in Writing 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         9/14/2020 9:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS Plus 
Format:          Documentary 
 
Constitutional expert Douglas H. Ginsburg reveals his perspectives as well as those of historically 
disadvantaged Americans, direct descendants of those involved in pivotal civil rights cases, historians, 
business owners, judges and other Americans. 
 
 
Series Title:  Digging Deeper #701:  2020 Election 
Length:   30 minutes 
Airdate:   09/27/2020  10:30 AM 
Service:   WPSU 
Format:   HDBA 
 
The 2020 U.S. presidential election and its potential impact on the country’s democratic values and 
ideals will be discussed by Penn State President Eric Barron and a pair of University experts during 
the season premiere of WPSU’s “Digging Deeper.” 
 
 
HEALTH/HEALTH CARE  



 
Series Title:    Daring Women Doctors:  Physicians in the 19th Century 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         8/10/2020 9:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS Plus 
Format:          Documentary 
 
Hidden in American history, all women's medical schools began to appear in the mid 19th century 
long before women had the right to vote or own property. "Daring Women Doctors" highlights the 
intrepid, pioneering and diverse women who faced hostility and resistance in their pursuit of medical 
educations. This documentary examines how these women physicians greatly impacted their 
communities around the United States and internationally. It also demonstrates how women doctors 
exerted a long-lasting influence on the movement towards women's rights. 
 
 
Series Title:  Speaking Grief  
Length:   60 minutes 
Airdate:   08/23/2020  08:00 PM 
Service:   WPSU 
Format:   Documentary 
 
SPEAKING GRIEF explores why the pain of losing a loved one can be so difficult to understand and 
discuss. The film interviews grieving families from across the U.S., whose losses range from stillbirth 
to suicide, to address common misconceptions about grief. Through candid personal stories and 
conversations with experts in the grief field, the film also presents ideas for how family and friends 
can better support each other through loss. 
 
 
Series Title:    Let’s Talk Menopause 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:        8/30/2020 10:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS PFP 
Format:          Documentary 
 
Get the tools and discover successful strategies to effectively cope with this new phase of life. Learn 
about common symptoms, health risks and therapeutic options. Real women share their own 
personal journeys and first-hand experiences. 
 
 
Series Title:  Conversations Live! #901: COVID-19 
Length:   60 minutes 
Airdate:   09/24/2020  08:00 PM 
Service:   WPSU 
Format:   Interview/Discussion/Call-In 
 
We answer your questions on the COVID-19 pandemic. We’ll cover topics such as how much longer 
the pandemic will last, when we will get a vaccine, how have people of color been disproportionately 
impacted, and more. 
 
 
MILITARY/VETERANS/NATIONAL SECURITY 
 
Series Title:    Frontline 
Episode Title:   Once Upon a Time in Iraq 
Length:          120 minutes 



Airdate:         7/14/2020 9:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          Documentary 
 
The Iraq war as you've never seen it before told by Iraqis who lived through those dangerous times.    
Long (250): The Iraq war as you've never seen it before told by Iraqis who lived through those 
dangerous times. From the fall of Saddam to the end of ISIS, now Iraqis from all backgrounds share 
their insight into what it meant to survive those violent years. 
 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         8/5/2020 7:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          News (live news only) 
Segment Length:  00:07:54 
 
On August 6, 1945, the United States dropped the first atomic weapon on Hiroshima, Japan. Seventy-
five years later, the NewsHour revisits how the president became the sole authority on when nuclear 
weapons are used. Nick Schifrin reports and talks to former Secretary of Defense William Perry, co-
author of "The Button: The New Nuclear Arms Race and Presidential Power from Truman to Trump." 
 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         9/1/2020 6:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          News (live news only) 
Segment Length:  00:05:54 
 
The United States is drawing down its military presence in Iraq, reducing troops from 5,200 to 3,500 
as part of a plan developed with the Iraqi government to hand over security responsibilities to its 
own forces. But the country also faces economic challenges that a new prime minister backed by the 
U.S. is struggling to solve. Nick Schifrin reports and talks to Ali Allawi, Iraq’s finance minister. 
 
 
 
MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS  
 
Series Title:    POV | And She Could Be Next 
Episode Title:   Claiming Power 
Length:          90 minutes 
Airdate:         7/1/2020 1:00:00 AM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          Documentary 
Segment Length:  00:00:00 
 
"And She Could Be Next" tells the story of a defiant movement of women of color, transforming 
politics from the ground up by fighting for a truly reflective democracy. 
 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour Weekend 
Length:          30 minutes 
Airdate:         7/18/2020 5:30:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 



Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 
Segment Length:  00:11:04 
 
As the nation mourns the loss of American hero and Civil Rights icon Rep. John Lewis, his friends and 
colleagues remember him as a towering figure who was prepared to make the ultimate sacrifice for 
freedom and equality. Special Correspondent Charlayne Hunter-Gault, and University of 
Pennsylvania professor and historian Mary Frances Berry join Hari Sreenivasan to reflect on the 
enduring legacy of John Lewis. 
 
 
Series Title:  Reconstruction:  America After the Civil War 
Length:         120 minutes 
Airdate:        7/31/2020 9:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:         Documentary 
 
Join Henry Louis Gates, Jr. for this exploration of the transformative years following the Civil War, 
when the nation struggled to rebuild itself in the face of profound loss, massive destruction and 
revolutionary social change. 
 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         8/28/2020 6:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          News (live news only) 
Segment Length:  00:10:14 
 
Thousands of people gathered on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. on Friday to commemorate 
the iconic 1963 March on Washington -- and to communicate a message of their own, calling for an 
end to the killing of Black Americans at the hands of police. Yamiche Alcindor reports and talks to 
Jacob Blake Sr., father of Jacob Blake, whose shooting this week by Kenosha police sparked new 
outrage. 
 
 
Series Title:    POV 
Episode Title:   Whose Streets? 
Length:          90 minutes 
Airdate:         9/12/2020 8:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          Documentary 
 
When unarmed teenager Michael Brown is killed by police and left lying in the street for hours, it 
marks a breaking point for St. Louis. Take an unflinching look at the Ferguson uprising, where 
citizens assert their right to live. 
 
 
 
 
RECREATION/LEISURE/SPORTS 
 
Series Title:    Fishing Behind the Lines 
Episode Title:  Fall Season for Salmon 
Length:          30 minutes 
Airdate:         8/22/2020 10:30:00 AM 



Service:         NETA 
Format:          Documentary 
 
Fishing Behind the Lines with Don Meissner is a 13-part series designed to be a fishing show 
concentrating on the perspective of a serviceman or woman. Each week will highlight a day of fishing 
with an active duty or retired soldier, focusing on rehabilitative recreation through fishing, and the 
soldier's experiences. 
 
 
Series Title:    Weekends with Yankee 
Episode Title:  Deep Roots 
Length:          30 minutes 
Airdate:         8/22/2020 5:00:00 PM 
Service:         APT 
Format:          Documentary 
 
WEEKENDS WITH YANKEE is a 13-part travel and lifestyle series named for the long-running 
publication enjoyed by readers across America for more than 80 years. With New England among the 
nation's top tourist destinations, the magazine-style program takes viewers on an insider's 
exploration of the cities, countryside locales and far-flung places in the quaint and scenic region. The 
series is hosted by Richard Wiese, (Born to Explore) , an Emmy Award-winning TV personality, 
author and explorer who has traveled to all seven continents, participated in two expeditions to 
Antarctica, and cross-country skied to the North Pole. Amy Traverso, a senior food editor at Yankee 
magazine who has appeared on The Martha Stewart Show and the Food Network's Throwdown with 
Bobby Flay, joins Richard as co-host. She highlights recipes, local flavors and the sense of community 
that make up the regions' food and dining scene. WEEKENDS WITH YANKEE offers an "all-access" 
behind-the-scenes pass to the unique attractions that define the region, and the hidden New England 
that only locals know. 
 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         8/31/2020 7:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          News (live news only) 
Segment Length:  00:01:45 
 
John Thompson, a Hall of Fame basketball coach who transformed Georgetown University into a 
national championship school, has died at age 78. The first Black head coach to win an NCAA title, 
Thompson was known for helping to mold stars including Patrick Ewing and Allen Iverson. He was 
also outspoken about the role of race in sports and society. Jeffrey Brown reports. 
 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         9/3/2020 6:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          News (live news only) 
Segment Length:  00:03:02 
 
A three-time Cy Young Award winner, Tom Seaver is considered one of the best pitchers in the 
history of Major League Baseball. He led the transformation of the New York Mets from a band of 
lovable losers to world champions. The Hall of Fame athlete died Wednesday at age 75 from a 
combination of a devastating form of dementia and COVID-19. Stephanie Sy reports on his 
remarkable legacy. 



 
 
RELIGION/ETHICS 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         7/8/2020 6:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          News (live news only) 
Segment Length:  00:04:28 
 
The Supreme Court on Wednesday upheld Trump administration rules that limit birth control 
coverage under Obamacare -- the third time justices have considered whether some employers could 
opt out of that coverage based on their beliefs. As the court wraps up its final week of the current 
session, Marcia Coyle of The National Law Journal joins John Yang for a closer look. 
 
 
Series Title:    Frontline 
Episode Title:   From Jesus to Christ:  The First Christians (Pt. 1) 
Length:          120 minutes 
Airdate:         9/1/2020 10:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          Documentary 
 
Drawing upon new and sometimes controversial historical evidence, FRONTLINE transports viewers 
back two thousand years to the time and place where Jesus of Nazareth once lived and preached and 
challenges familiar assumptions and conventional notions about the origins of Christianity. The first 
program traces the life of Jesus of Nazareth, exploring the message that helped his ministry grow and 
the events that led to his crucifixion around 30 C.E. The film then turns to the period that followed 
Jesus' death, examining the rise of Christianity and concluding with the first revolt the bloody and 
violent siege of Jerusalem and the beginning of a rift between Christianity and Judaism. New evidence 
suggests that Jesus' followers, because of their diversity and the differences in their cultures and 
languages, looked at and interpreted Jesus and his teachings in many different ways. 
 
 
Series Title:    Harbor from the Holocaust 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         9/8/2020 10:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS-NPS 
Format:          Documentary 
 
Harbor from the Holocaust is the story of nearly 20,000 Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi-occupied 
Europe during World War II, to the Chinese port city of Shanghai. Explore the extraordinary 
relationship of these Jews and their adopted city of Shanghai, even through the bitter years of 
Japanese occupation 1937-1945 and the Chinese civil war that followed. 
 
 
SCIENCE/TECHNOLOGY 
 
Series Title: Weather World 
Length:           14:00 
Airdate:          Weekdays at 5:30 PM 
Service:          WPSU 
Format:           Information 
Segment Length:   14:00 



 
A Penn State Weather Communications Group daily production. Providing excellence in local weather 
forecasting and communications since 1957.   
 
 
Series Title:    Joy of AI 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         7/15/2020 10:00:00 PM 
Service:         APTSY 
Format:         Documentary 
 
Artificial Intelligence is the focus of much fear and anxiety, but THE JOY OF AI takes a refreshingly 
optimistic look at the machines designed to make our lives easier. Host and professor Jim Al-Khalili 
(Shock and Awe: The Story of Electricity) shows how AI is changing our lives with real life examples 
and expert interviews. 
 
 
Series Title:    Big Ben:  Saving the World’s Most Famous Clock 
Length:          45 minutes 
Airdate:         7/22/2020 10:00:00 PM 
Service:         APTSY 
Format:         Documentary 
 
BIG BEN: SAVING THE WORLD'S MOST FAMOUS CLOCK delves into the history of the iconic London 
landmark, as well as the restoration work that's currently being done inside it. Anna Keay, Director of 
Landmark Trust goes behind the scenes of the project and speaks with the architects and clock-
makers who have been given this monumental task. 
 
 
Series Title:    NOVA 
Episode Title:   Decoding the Great Pyramid 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         8/12/2020 9:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          Documentary 
 
Stunning new archaeological evidence provides clues about the Egyptians who built the Great 
Pyramid of Giza -- and how they did it. Join researchers as they delve into the logbook of a work crew 
and discover how the massive project transformed Egypt. 
 
 
Series Title:    Hacking Your Mind 
Episode Title:   Living on Auto-Pilot 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         9/9/2020 10:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS-NPS 
Format:          Demonstration/Instructional 
 
Take a trip around the world to discover how you go through life on auto-pilot, and get an auto-pilot 
owner's manual. 
 
 
Series Title:    NOVA 
Episode Title:   Secret Mind of Slime 
Length:          60 minutes 



Airdate:         9/16/2020 9:00:00 PM 
Service:         PBS 
Format:          Documentary 
Segment Length:  00:00:00 
 
Scientists investigate the bizarre "intelligence" of slime molds, which appear to learn and make 
decisions -- without a brain. These cunning, single-celled blobs can navigate mazes and create 
efficient networks. Can they also redefine cognition? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


