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April-June 2014 

 
1. Common Core academic standards 
2. Freedom of the press 
3. Local sporting events 
4. Spay/neuter legislation 
5. Childhood cancer and blood disorders 
6. Potential tax reform 
7. Local Congressional race 
8. Public corruption in Alabama 
9. Tornado damage recovery 
10. Make-A-Wish Foundation initiative 
11. Alabama’s death penalty policy 
12. Jefferson County human resources 
13. Education union dues lawsuit 
14. Political “dark money” in Alabama 
15. LGBT equality campaign 
16. Alabama retirement system shortfalls 
17. Down syndrome advocacy 
18. Alabama Accountability Act 
19. Birmingham city budget 

 
The attached list describes programs aired on WJQX-FM that address the above issues.



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Common Core academic standards; freedom of the press 
 
Date Aired:  4/6/2013 
 
Time Aired:  6:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
State Board of Education member Mary Scott Hunter discusses the Common Core academic standards and how 
they operate within our state’s education system. The standards have come under political fire from Republicans 
who see them as a top-down takeover of education by the federal government. Hunter voices her support of the 
standards and the misconceptions people have about them. Attorney and journalism advocate Andrew Kreig 
discusses the case of Roger Shuler, an Alabama blogger currently jailed for refusing a court order to remove certain 
salacious reporting from his website. 
 
 
Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Local sporting events; spay/neuter legislation 
 
Date Aired:  4/13/2013 
 
Time Aired:  6:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Zoom Motorsports President Gene Hallman discusses the upcoming Honda Indy Grand Prix of Alabama at Barber 
Motorsports Park, which has become one of the biggest local sporting events of the year and a great boost for the 
local economy. Hallman also discusses other upcoming events, including the Regions Tradition golf tournament 
and the SEC Baseball Tournament. State Representative Patricia Todd discusses the failure of spay/neuter 
legislation – popular amongst lawmakers but killed for the second consecutive year by one lobbyist-influence 
politician. 
 
 
Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Childhood cancer and blood disorders; potential tax reform 
 
Date Aired:  4/20/2013 
 
Time Aired:  6:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Sharon Likos of the Alabama Center for Childhood Cancer and Blood Disorders and Indycar Series driver Clint 
Guthrie discuss an upcoming benefit in conjunction with the Honda Indy Grand Prix of Alabama. A benefit dinner 
and rides around the track with Guthrie will collect donations for Likos’ organization. For tax day week, 
Congressman Bradley Byrne discusses ideas for potential tax reform ideas he can support in Congress, plus other 
issues affecting Alabamians like the ongoing issues surrounding health care. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Alabama’s Sixth Congressional District race; public corruption in Alabama 
 
Date Aired:  4/27/2013 
 
Time Aired:  6:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Businessman Will Brooke discusses his campaign for the vacant Sixth Congressional District seat, and his plan for 
addressing issues affecting Alabama and the nation. Brooke speaks specifically to recent comments he made about 
the immigration debate, and his plan for dealing with that issue that has been a political hot-button in recent 
years. State Senator and attorney Cam Ward discusses a recent public corruption arrest, in which State 
Representative Barry Moore was indicted for perjury. 
 
 
Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Tornado damage recovery; Make-A-Wish Foundation initiative 
 
Date Aired:  5/4/2013 
 
Time Aired:  6:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Alabama Governor Robert Bentley and Jefferson County Manager Tony Petelos discuss the damage they have 
surveyed following the tornado outbreak of April 28. Bentley toured damage across the state, including in 
Tuscaloosa and Jefferson Counties. Petelos speaks specifically to recovery efforts in Jefferson County communities 
like Graysville, Kimberly and Bessemer. Kimberly Pastor Stan Cooke talks about efforts to repair his church, which 
took a direct hit. Representatives of the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Alabama talk about a program in which 
people can donate airline miles so families can travel to wish destinations. 
 
 
Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Jefferson County human resources; death penalty policy; education union dues lawsuit 
 
Date Aired:  5/11/2013 
 
Time Aired:  6:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Journalist Barnett Wright of the Alabama Media Group discusses the receiver in charge of Jefferson County human 
resources, and the recent debate over whether or not he holds too much power over county operations. Journalist 
John Archibald of the Alabama Media Group talks about Alabama’s death penalty policy, and if it needs to be 
reviewed in the wake of a controversial execution mishap in Oklahoma. State Senator and attorney Bryan Taylor 
discusses a lawsuit his client has filed over the Alabama Education Association continuing to collect dues via 
payroll, despite the practice being prohibited under state law. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Political “dark money”; LGBT equality 
 
Date Aired:  5/18/2013 
 
Time Aired:  6:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Athens State University political science professor Dr. Jess Brown discusses the trend of using “dark money” in 
politics, particularly by several groups in Alabama. Brown talks about how organizations and lobbies get around 
existing law and regulation to fund campaigns and keep the money trail ambiguous. Chad Griffin, president of the 
Human Rights Campaign, talks about Project One America, an initiative his organization is launching in Alabama 
and elsewhere in the South to promote LGBT equality in housing and the workforce. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Alabama retirement system shortfalls; Down syndrome advocacy 
 
Date Aired:  5/25/2013 
 
Time Aired:  6:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Troy University economists Scott Beaulier and Eileen Norcross discuss a recent study they conducted that shows 
potentially massive shortfalls in the Alabama retirement system. They explain what has caused the shortfalls, and 
how other states and organizations have addressed similar issues. Bob Schilli of Down Syndrome Alabama, an 
advocacy group supporting Alabamians with Down syndrome, talks about their upcoming fundraiser golf 
tournament, and what people can do to help the organization. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Alabama Accountability Act 
 
Date Aired:  6/1/2013 
 
Time Aired:  6:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
State Representative Phil Williams and the Alabama Policy Institute’s Kathryn Green Robertson discuss a 
Montgomery judge’s recent decision to declare the Alabama Accountability Act unconstitutional. The act was 
passed by the Alabama legislature in 2013, and made it possible for parents to claim tax credits to pay for moving 
their children out of failing school systems. Williams and Green analyze the decision – based primarily on how the 
law was passed, not its actual merits – and talk about whether or not it can be overturned at the next level. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Local Congressional runoff 
 
Date Aired:  6/8/2013 
 
Time Aired:  6:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Congressional candidates Paul DeMarco and Gary Palmer discuss their impending runoff for Alabama sixth district 
seat being vacated by the retiring Spencer Bachus. DeMarco finished first in the June 3rd primary, with Palmer 
posting a somewhat surprising second place finish. The candidates discuss how they plan to refine their message 
for voters in the runoff, and what they can do to recruit the voters who chose other candidates in the primary. 
They also reiterate their stances on the issues they believe most affect residents of the district, such as health care 
costs, immigration and energy policy. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Birmingham city budget 
 
Date Aired:  6/15/2013 
 
Time Aired:  6:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Birmingham City Councilors Kim Rafferty and Johnathan Austin discuss concerns surrounding the city’s new 
budget. Among the primary issues is whether or not the city can afford to pay for merit raises for police officers 
and firefighters, which were included in the budget as passed. The raises were initially voted down by the council 
due to a $13 million deficit, but after a compromise with Mayor William Bell, the council voted to approve the 
budget with the raises included.  
 
 
 
Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Jefferson County fiscal issues 
 
Date Aired:  6/22/2013 
 
Time Aired:  6:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Jefferson County Commission President David Carrington gives an update on where the county stands as it 
continues to deal with the ramifications of its recent Chapter 11 bankruptcy. Carrington discusses budget 
concerns, and the presence of a court-appointed receiver there to oversee the human resources department. He 
also talks about a recent spat with reporters at The Birmingham News over various decisions being made by county 
leadership. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Jefferson County issues and media coverage 
 
Date Aired:  6/29/2013 
 
Time Aired:  6:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Jefferson County Commission President David Carrington and Alabama Media Group journalist Barnett Wright 
discuss issues facing Jefferson County. Recently, Carrington has taken exception with Wright’s coverage of county 
activities, so the two sit down to hash out that conflict and attempt to answer questions about county activity. 
Particularly at issue is the relationship between the County Commission and the court-appointed receiver in place 
to oversee the county’s human resources operation. 
 


