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* Our News Director quit the first week of July and we were able to find a replacement fairly 
quickly through some in-town networking, but we had to let her go at the end of September. 
She had failed to track the issues and programs list. We then had to fill her position with a 
full-time announcer, who is now working split duties. We have also had several people out 
with Covid. Thus, it has taken a little longer than normal to create this list.  
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7/1/22  fm-Blair Oaks BOE Closed-Door Meeting 
For the second week in a row, the Blair Oaks Board of Education held a closed-door meeting 
and according to reporting from KRCG 13 they would not confirm if they discussed temporary 
suspension of superintendent Jim Jones.  

he board met last (Thursday) night, including a public portion, which included finances and other 
discussions. 

The board moved to a closed session and remained in private talks for almost 45 minutes.  

Jones was placed on a leave of absence in May with no explanation.  

 



7/2/22  fm - Blair Oaks Superintendent retires 
The Blair Oaks School District is looking for a new Superintendent. 

The district announced that Dr. Jim Jones has retired after 19 years as Superintendent. 

Chris Marshall has been appointed acting superintendent until an interim superintendent is hired 
and that the search for a new superintendent will soon begin. 

Dr. Jones' retirement was effective June 30th. 

 
7/8/22  fm-New Princiapl Recomm For Russell Blvd 
The Columbia Board of Education is recommending Kerri Graham to become the principal at 
Russell Boulevard Elementary  

School for the upcoming school year.  

Graham replaces Candy Fowler for the position after Fowler announced her retirement earlier in 
2022.  

Graham, is currently the assistant principal at Jefferson Middle School. 

She has 20 years of educational experience as an administrator and as a teacher.  

 

7/9/22  fm-Blair Oaks HS Releases Det Jones Ret 
The Blair Oaks R-II School District will pay former Superintendent Jim Jones $66,150.00 as part 
of a separation agreement. 

According to the agreement of that amount, $3,816.08 is unpaid vacation time and $5,100.00 is 
unused sick time.  

The agreement said that Jones officially retired on June 30, 2022. 

It also states that Jones will not work for the district again.  

Another point in the agreement states that Jones will not step foot on school property or attend 
public events, without written permission, until June30,2024.  

The agreement was signed on June 30.  

Chris Marshall will be the acting Superintendent until an Interim Superintendent is hired.  

 
7/12/22  AM/FM-Form North Cal Teach Sent 
A Fulton man is now sentenced in federal court for online child sexual exploitation.  

45-year-old Chad Craghead was sentenced to 30 years in federal prison for production of child 
pornography and interstate communications with intent to extort.  



Once he is released, Craghead must serve five years of supervised release and must register 
as a sex offender.  

Craghead was listed as a math teacher and track coach at North Callaway R-1 School District at 
the time he was arrested and charged in June 2021. 

According to reports from KOMU 8 the district said it had no contact with Craghead since he 
separated from the district on November 14th, 2020.  

He had been a teacher at the district since August 12, 2013.  

According to a news release from the U.S. Attorney's Office in the Southern District of Iowa, the 
crimes happened over a two- 

year period in Muscatine, Iowa while Craighead was an elementary and middle school teacher 
and high school track coach where  

he targeted two victims, both minors, over several months.  

 

7/12/22  fm-Van-Far Athletic Facility Upgrades 
The Van-Far School District is making some major upgrades to their facilities. Superintendent 
John Fortney says the project got  

underway in January.  
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Fortney says the project is expected to be done when school is back in session in August.  

 

7/16/22  fm - Southern Boone superintendent suspended 
Southern Boone County R-1 School District in Ashland is under temporary leadership today. 

The district announced on social media yesterday that Superintendent Chris Felmlee is on leave 
and the district's Assistant  

Superintendent Dr. Tim Roth is now the acting superintendent. 

The Board of Education, citing the fact that this is a personnel matter, released no other 
information for the confidentiality of school employees 

 

7/19 fm - Como PD & Schools active shooter training 
Columbia Public Schools and the  Columbia Police Department are teaming up for an active 
shooter training tomorrow  



(Wednesday) at John Warner Middle School. 

The training begins at 1:45 in the afternoon and there will be multiple emergency vehicles at the 
school. 

The community should be aware that it is a training exercise only and there is no actual 
emergency at the building. 

 

7/20 am/fm - MU Engineering students get EPA grant 
University of Missouri engineering sustainability students are getting a grant from the EPA. 

The $25,000 grant will allow the students to design, fabricate, and test a point-of-use drinking 
water treatment system that targets contamination from PFAs that will be both easy to operate 
and inexpensive. 

According to the EPA, "This University of Missouri project could result in a low-cost, small-scale 
water treatment option, and this team is exactly the kind of innovative thinking needed to tackle 
this pressing environmental challenge."  

 
 

7/20/22  am - Mexico BOE meeting from 7/19 
Contracts for several new teachers and professional services are now approved following last 
(Tuesday) night's meeting on the Mexico Board of Education. 

The dual credit agreement with Moberly Area Community College was also approved as were 
the contracts for the full- and part-time School Resource Officers.   

There was a brief discussion about turning the part-time SRO position into a full-time position 
with additional discussion to be had later. 

The Mexico Masonic Lodge has donated their building and property at 708 West Boulevard to 
the school district and according to Superintendent Melissa Chastain, the building will be used 
by district maintenance personnel as they were running out of space in their current location. 

The meeting adjourned just before 6:15. 

 

8/3  am/fm MU hazing 
Thomas Shultz, a former Phi Gamma Delta member, and one of the 11 men charged in the 
University of Missouri Fraternity  

hazing incident wants to see his case moved out of Boone County. 

His attorney, Brent Haden, is concerned about bias caused by media coverage. 



Judge Harris says he will be taking the motion under advisement. 

 

8/10 am/fm MU Health Care 
The new Mizzou Urgent Care clinic in Mexico will open next Tuesday, Aug. 16.  It will provide 
convenient and cost-effective  

care for those needing urgent, but not life-threatening medical treatment including X-rays, lab 
services, breathing treatments, IV  

hydration and medications, and services for asthma and respiratory infections.  It will feature 
MU Health Care emergency  

medicine providers and offer care seven days a week.   

Mizzou Urgent Care will share the South Clark Medical Building with MU Health Care’s Family 
Medicine Clinic  at 3626 S  
 
Clark St in Mexico and be open from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m. seven days a week to serve patients on 
a walk-in basis.   
 

8/15  am/fm MU protest 
More than 100 people attended a protest for the Laborers Local 955's "Rally to Stop Paid Time 
Off Cuts for UM System  

Workers" Saturday. 

A new proposal, offered by UM curators back in June, would affect about 13,000 UM staff 
across it's four campuses: UMKC,  

UMSL, MU, Missouri S&T and those in the MU Healthcare system. 

The proposed 31 days off is less time than the 41 days currently provided. 
 
The UM System will host a series of online sessions this month for those who want more 
information about the proposed  
 
changes. 
 
 
8/24    am/fm school safety 
Columbia Public Schools report security changes made since 2018 include active shooter 
training for students and staff, keycard  
 
access for all  Columbia Police Department officers, and seven armed security coordinators.  
Classroom doors should be locked  
 
and are randomly tested. 



 
Blair Oaks and Cole County R-V state that visitors must report to the principal’s office, the 
maintenance team must upkeep  
 
facilities, and principals must designate safe areas in buildings for lockdowns. 
 
 
8/24  am/fm schools   
The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education confirms that schools in Missouri are 
focusing on mental health, various  

trainings, and healthy communication relationships with local law enforcement agencies in order 
to keep our students safe. 

While keeping site sensitive specifics close, options include active shooter training and drills, an 
increased presence or access to  
 
mental health professionals for students, and even the possibility of  training of teachers or 
other school administrators to carry  
 
guns, working as school protection officers if the district permits it, which is allowed under 
Missouri law.  
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7/1/22  am/fm-Little Dixie Responds Large Fire 

Around $125,000 in damages is estimated after a building caught fire at 18168 Audrain County 
Road 356 last (Thursday) night.  

Little Dixie Fire Protection responded to the Daniel Gingrich residence and found a large metal 
building about 50 feet by 100 feet  

fully involved in the fire and the roof collapsing inward.  

The structure was a new building which was in the process of being opened for conditioning of 
wood pallets for the food industry.  

An investigation found that the subject was inside welding and sparks ignited a nearby pile of 
wood which spread rapidly up the interior wall to the roof.  

All occupants were able to exit the building safely.  

The building and contents were a complete loss.  

 

7/5/22  am-MPSED Responds 3 Fires 4th Wknd 
Mexico Public Safety responded to four separate fires over the Fourth of July holiday weekend. 

The first fire happened Friday, afternoon just before 3:30 in the 1200 block of South Jefferson.  

Responding personnel found a fire outside of a house, near a basement window. The fire was 
put out with the building receiving  



minor damage.  

The apparent cause was the careless disposal of smoking material.  

Public Safety went to the 1300 block of Paris Road on Sunday afternoon shortly after 3:30 in 
reference to a house fire. 

Responding personnel found flame burning the outside of the house near the electric meter, 
with the fire moving into the attic.  

The fire was contained and extinguished in that area with the outside of the house receiving 
significant fire damage and the inside  

receiving minor fire, smoke and water damage.  

The cause of the fire is still under investigation.  

The third fire happened yesterday (Monday) on the Fourth of July in the area of the railroad 
tracks between Morris Street and  

Kentucky just after 2pm.  

Responding personnel found a wooded area, close to what appeared to be a campsite, burning.  

The fire was put out.  

According to Mexico Public Safety it appeared a camp fire had been left unattended and spread.  

A fourth fire happened last (Monday) night just before midnight in the 1300 block of West 
Breckenridge.  

Responding personnel found a large dumpster with a significant amount of flame coming from it.  

The fire was put out with no personal property damaged.  

The fire was apparently caused by fireworks.  

There were no injuries from any of the incidents. 

 

7/5/22  am/fm-MSHP 4th Counting Numbers 
The Missouri Highway Patrol is reporting six traffic fatalities and one boating fatality over the 
July Fourth Holiday counting  

period. 

Troopers worked 285 traffic crashes, which included 107 injuries and all six fatalities.  

Troopers also made 141 DWI arrests and 82 drug arrests over the holiday weekend.  



The counting period started on Friday night at 6 and ended last (Monday) night at 11:59.  

 

7/8/22  am/fm-Aud Amb Dist Town Halls 
The Audrain Ambulance District will be holding town hall meetings over the next several weeks 
to answer questions about a proposed thirty-cent tax levy increase that will be on the August 
2nd ballot.  

Ambulance District director Graeme Goodwin says on the main reasons the district is asking 
voters to approve the tax increase is because of aging equipment.  
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The next town hall meeting will be in Mexico at the Ambulance District headquarters on 
Wednesday, July 13th at 6:30.  

The following week on Wednesday, July 20th a town meeting will be held at the Laddonia City 
Hall at 6;30.  

 

7/11/22  am-Mex City Council Agenda 7/11/22 
The Mexico City Council will be in session tonight (Monday).  

One of the items on the agenda is an ordinance rezoning property by Mary Street to a multiple 
family district.  

Plus a staff report for the purchase of a vehicle for the Community Development Department.  

The meeting will be held at the Mexico City Hall in the Council Chambers and starts at 6pm.  

 

7/14/22  am/fm-Centralia Meat Plant Fire 
No injuries reported after crews from Boone County Fire and the city of Columbia responded to 
a fire at Cargill Meat Solutions  

in Centralia last (Wednesday) night.  

The crews arrived just after 11pm.  

According to Boone County Fire Assistant Fire Chief the fire came from the dryers in the 
basement of the plant.  

Smoke was found coming from the fifth and sixth floors.  

All plant workers evacuated the building.  

The Columbia Fire Department provided an aerial device to safely reach the upper-level floors. 



Investigators are saying the pipe  

systems and wiring suffered significant damage and the estimated cost of repairs for insulation 
and other equipment is around 1.5  

million dollars.  

 

7/19/22  am - Mexico man moderately injured in Ralls Co axe 
A Mexico man is moderately injured in an accident in Ralls County early yesterday (Monday) 
morning. 

54-year old Brent Knight, driving a 2011 Chevrolet box truck, swerved to avoid a deer and ran 
off the road, striking a sign and the ground. 

The accident happened at 5:25 yesterday (Monday) morning on Highway 154 in Perry and sent 
Knight to a Hannibal hospital for treatment. 

 

7/21/22  AM/FM - MAC appointments 
Two Audrain County Commissioners were selected to the Missouri Association of Counties 
(MAC) Steering Committees for the 2022-2023 term  yesterday (Wednesday). 

MAC President Batina Dodge announced the appointments of Audrain County Associate 
Commissioner Tracy Graham, to Chair the  IT, Telecommunications and Broadband Committee 
and Audrain County Commissioner Leslie Meyer to the Agriculture and Environment Committee. 
 
 

7/25/22  am/fm Laddonia crash 
two women were taken to the University Hospital in Columbia following a three-vehicle crash in 
Audrain County On Saturday . 

The Missouri State Highway Patrol reports that 29-year-old, Ciera Graves of Springfield was 
traveling down Southbound in a 2011 Toyota Prius, on MO 19 at Young Street in Ladonia. 

when Graves crossed the center line Northbound on MO 19 she struck a 2019 Kenworth driven 
by 40-year-old Scott Pino. Graves also hit a 2021 Nissan Versa driven by 26-year-old Columbia 
resident, Victoria Carleton. 

Carleton was life-flighted to the University Hospital and Graves was transported by ambulance 
to University Hospital in Columbia, both with serious injuries. 

Pino was able to drive away with only minor injuries. 

Reports also show both Carleton and Pino were wearing a seatbelt at the time of the crash. 

Graves was not wearing a seat belt. 



 

7/25/22 am eminent domain 
The Invenergy Transmission, responsible for developing the Grain Belt Express transmission 
line project will hold two open house format talks from 12-2 p.m. and 5-7 p.m. Tuesday at the 
Knights of Columbus, State Highway 15. 

The meeting is for locals to voice their opinions regarding eminent domain, property values, soil 
and visual impacts, and energy production. 

 

8/1/22  am/fm - Officer hurt 
A Mexico Public Safety Officer was inured early this morning in the line of duty. The unnamed 
officer responded to the Casey’s General Store in the 800 block of West Monroe in reference to 
a subject who appeared to be passed out in a vehicle.  

The first arriving officer contacted DeMarko T Walls, age 30 of Mexico, inside a 2014 Ford. As 
the officer attempted to check on Walls, he began to quickly back up, running over the officer 
and striking a parked vehicle. Additional MPSD personnel responded and rescue equipment 
was used to raise the Ford and free the officer. The officer was transported to University 
Hospital by Audrain Ambulance District and is in stable condition.  

Walls was processed at MPSD and later taken to the Audrain County Jail for DWI With Serious 
Physical Injury to a Law Enforcement Officer. 

 
8/22/22  am/fm Robnett 
Robnett Automotive just south of Mexico on Route JJ, suffered significant damage to the main 
shop from a fire Friday night. A vehicle caught fire several hours after the shop had closed for 
the night.  An alarm system, nearby neighbors and area firefighters helped to minimize the 
damage and keep the building from being a total loss. Nobody was hurt in the blaze. The 
building did suffer significant damage as well as some damage to vehicles. 

In a facebook post, Robnett said he expects the main shop to be shut down for a bit and while 
they will keep working on vehicles they are already working on in another building, they will halt 
scheduling anything new for the next week or so.  

 

8/22/22  am fire 
On Friday, Mexico Department of Public Safety responded to the 700 block of North 
Washington regarding a residential fire. The first arriving officers were notified of smoke in the 
front bedroom.  The fire was extinguished with moderate damage to the bedroom, and light 
smoke throughout the home. The fire appeared to have been started at a power strip. 

There were no injuries. 



 
8/22/22  am - Mexico City Council Meeting 
Mexico residents will see a lower property tax levy and city employees could see a slightly 
larger paycheck following last (Monday) night's meeting of the Mexico City Council. 

With assessed property valuation up nearly sixteen million dollars from last year, the council 
approved a tax rate of 73.77 cents per one hundred dollars assessed valuation, down from last 
year's rate of 73.92 cents. 

Data provided by the city's finance department showed tax rates have remained within a cent or 
two over the last ten years. 

The council had already approved raises for city employees at a previous meeting but after 
discussion last (Monday) night, added additional funds to provide a slightly higher raise. 

The additional monies will come from revenue received from the city's use tax. 

In other business, the council approved having Meyer Electric improve runway lighting at the 
Mexico Memorial Airport and amended the Code of Ordinances regarding renewable energy 
systems. 

 

9/2/22  am/fm - Audrain County accident 
An accident in western Audrain County last (Thursday) night seriously injures two . 

According to the Missouri State Highway Patrol, the accident happened at 5:20 on Route C at 
Audrain Road 232 when a southbound vehicle driven by 26-year old Sam Cramer of Columbia 
crossed the center line and struck a northbound vehicle driven by 27-year old Andrea Kilbourn 
of Centralia head on. 

Both drivers were taken to a Columbia hospital for treatment; Cramer by air ambulance and 
Kilbourn by ground ambulance. 

 

9/9/22  am/fm van-far 
An elementary student was found with a firearm in his book bag on Thursday in The Van-Far R1 
School District. 

The firearm was discovered and confiscated when another student reported to the bus driver 
that he'd seen it. 

Audrain County Sheriff Matt Oller made a Facebook post later in the day saying that 
investigation revealed there was no "ill intent" on the part of the child. 
 
"The child found the gun at home and brought it to show friends, and even wanted to show the 
principal because they thought it was cool," Oller said. 
 



Oller are said he is urging parents to take precautions to keep guns out of their child's hands. 
 
 

9/12/22  am - Mexico City Council meeting report 
The budget for the 2022 - 2023 fiscal year for the City of Mexico is now in place following last 
(Monday) night's meeting of the Mexico City Council. 

The revenues for the city are estimated at just over twenty-four million dollars with expenditures 
of twenty-six million dollars. 

The deficit will be made up from American Rescue Plan Act money as well as fund reserves. 

The City's fiscal year runs from October 1st through September 30th. 

The council also approved the annexation of the Melahn Insurance property east of Pearl 
Motors into the city, approved a supplemental agreement related to the runway lighting and 
pavement repair project at the Mexico Memorial Airport, and approved the building of a new 
maintenance building at Elmwood Cemetery. 

 

9/21/22  am - Mexico Board of Education Meeting 
The Mexico Board of Education now has recommendations for moving forward with updates for 
the latest Missouri Comprehensive School Improvement Plan following last (Tuesday) night's 
meeting. 

Dr. Tim Hadfield of Educational Governance Leadership presented findings to the Board based 
on surveys with District staff, students, and patrons with recommendations for complying with 
the latest Comprehensive School Improvement Plan. 

Some of the proposals presented include:  developing a comprehensive facilities plan and 
proactively budgeting major capital expenditures, developing a comprehensive professional 
development plan as well as reviewing and refining their communications. 

When it comes to students, it was recommended that the District update curriculum, 
assessment, and resources to engage students as well as  updating curriculum offerings to 
engage students in career exploration. 

The Board will re-visit the recommendations at the October meeting and adjust as needed for 
passage. 

 

9/26/22  am/fm hospital 
Amy O'Brien, the Chief Executive Officer for Audrain Community Hospital confirms with us this 
morning that The Department of Health and Senior Services have granted a variance of an 
additional 90 days to allow time for repairing the windows at the emergency room entrance.  



The suspension of the hospital license under Platinum Health Systems Audrain will now expire 
on December 20, 2022 if we "do not open prior to that date". 

 

9/26/22  am - Mexico City Council report 
Mexico residents will see an increase in sewer rates and a new development of workforce 
housing following last (Monday) night's meeting of the Mexico City Council. 

The Council voted to increase sewer rates roughly eight percent, amounting to a $3.53 increase 
monthly based on five thousand gallons of usage. 

Users outside of the city limits that use the sewer system are also seeing fee increases. 

They are currently billed at 150% of in-city rates and that fee will increase to 200%. 

The Council also approved the rezoning of just over seven scres of land owned by 
Sydenstricker Properties LLC just east of Amelia Drive along Teal Lake Road from single-family 
residential to multi-family residential to allow for new development. 

The new development, Teal Lake Village 2, will consist of 28 2-bedroom units and 12 
3-bedroom units situated in 11 four-plexes and two duplexes. 

The buildings will be single story and the development will not have separate access to Teal 
Lake Road, but would instead use Amelia Drive and Falcon to access either Lakeview Road or 
Teal Lake Road. 

During the public hearing regarding the re-zoning, one resident expressed concern over 
stormwater runoff and increased traffic at the intersection of Teal Lake Road and South Clark. 

City Manager Bruce Slagle said that the City has applied for a traffic study grant for the South 
Clark corridor between Teal Lake Road and Pearl Motor Company that can provide guidance to 
address traffic flow in the area. 
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7/2/22  am/fm - Truman VA new Community Living Ctr ribbon cutting 
A ribbon cutting for the new 14-bed Community Living Center at the Harry S. Truman Memorial 
Veterans Hospital in Columbia is being planned. 

The new living center will provide Truman VA's long-term care veterans a new state-of-the-art 
home-away-from-home and will open up the internal space the living center formerly occupied. 

That space is being turned into a new leading-edge inpatient medical unit and will allow all of 
Truman VA's inpatient care units to be located on the same floor. 

The ribbon cutting is scheduled for Wednesday morning at 10:00. 

 

7/2/22  am/fm - Boone Co raises COVID level to high 
Boone County health officials are raising the county's COVID community level to high. 



As of  Wednesday, the level was low, but officials say there has been a gradual increase since 
May. 

According to Columbia / Boone County Public Health, there were 51 cases Wednesday with 38 
COVID patients in hospitals, 2 in ICU and by Thursday the case count had risen to 59. 

 

7/5/22  FM-Power Outage At Truman VA Med Center  
The Truman VA Medical Center in Columbia is announcing they experienced a power outage 
this (Tuesday) morning. 

According to a social media post on the center's Facebook page, they were operating off of 
emergency power.  

Scheduled procedures and outpatient clinic appointments have canceled until noon today 
(Tuesday).  

Those will be rescheduled.  

The center's Community Based Outpatient Clinics were open for business.  

 

 
7/5/22  am/fm-Curtright Stepping Down 
CEO of MU Health Care, Jonathan Curtright is stepping down from his role on July 15th to take 
a position in Oklahoma. 

Curtright made the announcement today that he will be the chief operating officer at OU Health.  

He has been with MU Health Care since 2016.  

Rick Barohn, executive vice chancellor for health affairs has been appointed as interim CEO for 
MU Health Care.  

The university will soon launch a national search for a permanent CEO.  

 

7/7/22  am/fm-CDC On Masks In Boone Co 
The CDC is recommending Boone County residents wear masks indoors after a recent uptick in 
the County's COVID-19 numbers.  

Officials report that there have been 50 total new coronavirus cases yesterday (Wednesday).  

Boone County reported 40 new cases on Monday.  

While the CDC is recommending mask usage, local governments have not implemented 
another mask mandate.  



However some local downtown Columbia businesses' are already asking customers to wear a 
mask indoors, and are limiting the number of customers.  

At this time Boone County has not implemented another mask mandate.  

 

7/7/22  am/fm-Aud Co COVID Update  
Even though Boone County is seeing an up-tick in COVID-19 numbers, Audrain County remains 
with a low number of reported cases for now. 

Audrain County Health Department CEO Craig Brace says over the past several months 
Audrain County remains in the low category of community level of COVID cases.  
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Dr. Alexander Finck co-director of the Audrain County Health Department, also runs the 
Cornerstone Family Medicine Clinic in Mexico and says he has been seeing more patients with 
COVID recently.  
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The Audrain County Health Department is recommending residents be cautious and practice 
social distancing, mask up and get vaccinated.  

 

7/8/22  am/fm-Back-To-Sch Health Fair Mex 
The annual Back-To-School Health Fair in Mexico will be a drive-thru event only this year.  

It is presented by the Community Health Ministry Team where backpacks and schools supplies 
are provided for children of grades Kindergarten through 12th, at no additional cost.  

Audrain County residents and others from surrounding areas are welcome.  

Children must be present and accompanied by a parent or guardian to receive supplies.  

The event takes place at the Mexico United Methodist Church at 122 East Promenade in 
Mexico on Saturday August 6th from 8am to noon.  

 
 

7/14/22  fm-SSm Names New Reg Prs Mid-MO 
SSM Health is announcing Kenneth DeBoer as Regional President for mid-Missouri starting 
August 1st.  

He replaces George Hayes who joined SSM Health as interim president in mid-Missouri in 
October 2021.  



DeBoer previously served as President and CEO of Prairie Lakes Healthcare System in South 
Dakota, as well as Jamestown Regional Medical Center in North Dakota.  

7/15/22  am/fm-MU Fam Med Clinic Open In Aud Co 
Mu Health Care is set to open a new family medicine clinic in Mexico on Monday.  

It will be located at 3626 South Clark Street. 

Joining the clinic is former Noble Health Audrain Community Hospital family medicine providers 
Diane Jacobi, MD and nurse practitioner Regina Hill.  

Other former Noble Health providers, nurses and support staff will also be a part of the team.  

The new Mizzou Urgent Care will open at the same location later this summer.  

The opening comes after Noble Health suspended services at the Audrain Community Hospital 
in Mexico and the Callaway Community Hospital in Fulton in March and furloughed employees 
in April.  

 

7/15/22  am/fm-New COVID-Cases In Boone Co 
The Columbia/Boone County Department of Public Health and Human services is reporting 68 
new COVID cases were added to the information hub yesterday (Thursday).  

The county reported 49 new cases on Tuesday and the rest were reported in June and July.  

The dashboard is showing 27 COVID patients in Boone County hospitals.  

There are four patients in the ICU and one patient is on a ventilator. 

 

7/16/22  am/fm - Boone Co COVID level lowered to medium 
Boone County is reported to have a high COVID-19 community, according to the Missouri 
Department of Health and Senior Services.  

After a number of weeks of being categorized as red or high in terms of COVID numbers, Boone 
County's level is now lowered to a yellow or medium risk level. 

In making the determination, the CDC looks at three statistics:  new COVID-19 admissions per 
100 thousand people in the past 7 days, hospital beds used by COVID-19 patients, and total 
new cases per 100 thousand people. 

Audrain County's community level remains at green or low according to the Audrain County 
Health Department. 

 

7/19/22  am/fm - New MU Healthcare clinic open in Mexico 



Dr. Diane Jacobi, M.D. and Nurse Practitioner Regina Hill are now  seeing patients in the new 
MU Health Care Family Medicine Clinic in Mexico. 

The facility opened yesterday (Monday) and offers health care for the entire family and is also 
able to connect patients with more than 600 MU Health Care doctors in more than 80 specialties 
according to a news release from MU Health Care. 

Mizzou Urgent Care will open in the same facility at 3626 South Clark Street in Mexico later this 
summer. 

The clinic and urgent care stabilize health care in Mexico following the shuttering of Noble 
Health Audrain Community Hospital earlier in the year. 

 

7/21/22  AM/FM – Heat 
The record heat wave that has gripped most of the country this summer will be on full blast this 
weekend in mid-Missouri. Saturday's temperatures are expected to be the highest of the year, 
as they top 100 degrees with heat indices near 110. Slightly cooler, but more humid Sunday 
with highs near 98 before a break in the weather on Monday as a cool front moves through. 

Meanwhile, Missouri Governor Mike Parson will hold a press conference today at 2pm at the 
State Capitol to discuss actions his Administration will take to aid Missouri's farmers and 
ranchers battling worsening drought conditions.  

And burn bans are making their way back into Missourian's vocabulary. The City of Sedalia put 
a burn ban in place yesterday,  inside the city limits....  effective until further notice .... it  
restricts open burning due to hot temperatures and the lack of rain. 

 

7/21/22  am/fm covid rise 
Cole county is experiencing an uptick in COVID-19 cases resulting in The Cole County 
Commission voting Tuesday to reinstate a COVID-19 sick leave policy for county employees 
such as EMS personnel. 

Commissioners approved having EMS staff able to use 48 hours for COVID sick leave and all 
other county employees to have 40 hours. 

 

7/25/22  am/fm - COVID community levels go up in Boone & Audrain counties 
The community level for COVID in Boone and Audrain counties is rising a level. 

Boone county is now back in the red or high level after being in the medium level while Audrain 
is rising from low to medium. 

As of Sunday, there were 29 hospitalized, 4 in ICU and one on a ventilator. 



Officials say the average is 50 new cases per day and the rise is slower than when Omicron first 
came out. 

 

7/27/22  am health dept 
A pediatric vaccine clinic will be held on August 4 in Vandalia from 9-1:30 on August 4th at the 
Lange Building, 109 E. Park St. Another will be August 10th from 4-6 pm at the Audrain County 
Health Department, 1130 S. Elmwood Drive in Mexico.   

They will provide Moderna Covid 19 vaccines to children 6 months to 11 years.  Call the 
Audrain County Health Department or visit their website to make an appointment.  

 

7/30/22  am/fm -- New Covid 
Coronavirus is on the rise, both nationally and state-wide. Missouri is reporting 12,749 new 
coronavirus cases for the week of July 21 through Wednesday. The state reported 998 patient 
hospitalizations and 135 patients in the ICU for the week of July 20. 
 
The central and the northeast region are the only Missouri regions with a low COVID-19 
community level. Levels for the central region are down by 14% compared to the previous week. 
The central region includes Howard, Boone, Audrain, Montgomery, Gasconade, Osage, Cole, 
Callaway, Miller, Camden, Morgan, Moniteau and Cooper County. 
 
In Audrain, levels have dropped back to a low community level this week. 
 
 
7/30/22  am/fm Thompson man killed 
A Thompson man was killed early Saturday morning, when he was trampled by a bull.  
 
Michael Power was reported to be out feeding when others felt he had been gone too long. He 
was found just before 10am and had been trampled.  
 
Power was pronounced dead on the scene.   
 

8/5/22  am/fm covid boone 
Cases of  COVID-19 in Boone County hospitals went up about 20% between Wednesday and 
Thursday, according to  the county health department. 

The Columbia/Boone County Department of Health and Human Services reported  41 
COVID-19 patients in our local hospitals. Of those, 3 patients are in the ICU and there are 2 on 
ventilators. 

Boone County is currently in the intermediate category of risk as described by The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

Audrain Country remains at the yellow level. 



 

8/10/22  am/fm MU Health Care 
The new Mizzou Urgent Care clinic in Mexico will open next Tuesday, Aug. 16.  It will provide 
convenient and cost-effective care for those needing urgent, but not life-threatening medical 
treatment including X-rays, lab services, breathing treatments, IV hydration and medications, 
and services for asthma and respiratory infections.   
 
It will feature MU Health Care emergency medicine providers and offer care seven days a week.   
 
Mizzou Urgent Care will share the South Clark Medical Building with MU Health Care’s Family 
Medicine Clinic  at 3626 S Clark St in Mexico and be open from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m. seven days 
a week to serve patients on a walk-in basis.   
 

8/16/22  am/fm Noble 
Noble Health, the most recent owners of the Audrain Community Hospital and Callaway 
Community Hospital,  is now the focus of at least two federal investigations.   In Callaway, 
state inspectors deemed conditions to be so poor as to endanger patients, skimping on surgical 
supplies and drugs.  Noble also stopped paying for their workers' health and life insurance 
plans without their knowledge while still collecting the monthly benefit deductibles from 
paychecks, leaving them unknowingly uninsured.   

More than a few employees are now buried under unexpected medical bills. One investigating 
agency, the Department of Labor, Wage and Hour declined to comment as it might muddy the 
waters of the investigation.   

The Department of Labor's Employee Benefits Security Administration is also remaining 
close-mouthed. 
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7/1/22  am/fm-Year Round Homeless ER Shelt Mex 
A year-round emergency homeless shelter project in Mexico is moving forward.  

Janelle Williams, treasurer of the Audrain County Shelter Resource Coalition says they are 
working on raising funds to construct the building.  

-7-1-22-1 

Anyone wanting to make a donation can reach out to the Audrain County Resource Coalition's 
Facebook page.  

 

7/4/22  am/fm-Laddonia 4th Of July 
Laddonia's 70th Fourth of July Celebration will be taking place today (Monday).  

Stephanie Donaldson with the Laddonia, Mo Athletic Association says it will take place at the 
ball field in Laddonia and the Laddonia Fire Department collected donations to purchase the 
fireworks for this year’s display.  

n-6-27-22-2 

The fireworks display takes place tonight (Monday).  

 

7/4/22  am/fm-Mex Noon Lions Fireworks Cele 
The Mexico Noon Lions Club will host a fireworks display at the Optimist Ball Field tonight 
(Monday).  

Mexico Noon Lions vice president Melanie Utterback says it will be a great opportunity for the 
public and veterans to see some fireworks.  

n-6-20-22-3 

Parking details are as follows. There is no stopping or parking is allowed on Route J 
(Agricultural) and people are not authorized to block private driveways. 

 

7/5/22  am/fm-Ty Lue Big Plans For Mexico 
Mexico native and head coach of the Los Angeles Clippers Tyronn Lue has some big plans in 
the future for his hometown. Lue along with chairman of the L.A. Clippers, Steve Ballmer were 
in town last week. Lue says they had a meeting with the city leaders.  

n-7-5-22-1 

Tyronn says he is also planning on starting up a basketball camp in Mexico next year.  



n-7-5-22-2 

Lue was in Mexico last week along with Portland Trailblazers head coach Chauncey Billups and 
put on a fireworks display for the community at Mexico's Garfield park on Sunday.  

 

7/7/22  am/fm-Vandalia Boil Water Advisory  
Vandalia residents are under a boil water advisory for the next 48 hours.  

According to Vandalia city manager Darren Berry crews were doing some water tower work this 
morning resulting in a water main break.  

They have fixed one of the water main breaks and are working to fix a second water main 
break. 

The Vandalia Library closed for a short while earlier, however will be reopen for the rest of the 
day. 

 

7/8/22  am/fm-Westlake Fan Drive In Mex Success 
Westlake Ace Hardware recently hosted a fan drive to benefit the Salvation Army and Mexico 
customers donated money to purchase 58 new box fans to help their fellow citizens in need.  

Westlake donated an additional 10 fans. 

This is the tenth year of the fundraising partnership between Ace and Salvation Army.  

Westlake customers were asked to donate by rounding up their purchase at the register.  

The fans are being distributed at the Help Center in Mexico.  

Anyone is eligible however there is a limit of one fan per household.  

Nationwide, $100,000 was donated 

 
7/12/22  am-Mex Aquatic Back Open  
The Mexico Aquatic Center is back open to the public today (Tuesday) after being closed 
yesterday (Monday) due to mechanical issues.  

Mexico Parks and Recreation director Chad Shoemaker says early yesterday morning he 
received a call about an issue at the pool.  

n-7-12-22-1 

Shoemaker says his department was able to manufacture a part late in the day and get a 
secondary system up and running and a new part will arrive today.  



The Mexico Aquatic Center will be open during regular hours today. 

 

7/15/22  am-Aud Co Youth Fair Kicked Off 
The Audrain County Youth Fair is in full-swing after the FFA Chapter checked in yesterday 
(Thursday) afternoon.  

This (Friday) morning starts off with Ham and Bacon judging and concludes tonight with a beef 
show at the Livestock Complex.  

Tomorrow (Saturday) events will feature a dairy show and trap shoot.  

The fair wraps up on Tuesday with a foundation BBQ dinner at the Exhibit Hall.  

 

7/19/22  am - Aud County Shop With A Cop 
The Audrain County Shop With A Cop program is already planning for providing Christmas 
shopping for underprivileged youth in the county this year. 

Cody Burson, a School Resource Officer with the Audrain County Sheriff's Department, says 
they are in the early stages of planning a unique fundraiser. 

N-7-19-22-1 

The program pairs officers with youth to help them shop for presents for themselves or family 
members. 

 

7/20/22  am - CMCA Resource Fest 
Central Missouri Community Action - Audrain is having an Audrain Family Fun & Resource 
Festival at Hardin Park in Mexico Friday, July 29th from 11 until 1. 

Madison Raynor says there will be a number of entities involved from the community. 

N-7-20-22-1 

Mexico FFA will provide a petting zoo, CMCA will be doing car seat inspections, and snacks will 
be available. 

 

7/20/22  am Kids Eat Free 
Kids Eat Free through August 12 at the Mexico Area Family YMCA Cafe between 11:30 and 
12:30 

All children 18 and under - no restrictions. 



Sponsored by your Local YMCA 

 

7/21/22  AM/FM - Fulton Business award 
A downtown Fulton business was one of 100 recipients nationwide recently awarded by State 
Farm Insurance. Re-Made for a Purpose was presented with a check for $25,000 from the State 
Farm Neighborhood Assist Program Wednesday afternoon.  

Re-Made is a non-profit resale boutique that works with people with disabilities. Re-Made 
provides jobs to people making crafts and clothes, and then selling those items through the 
storefront.  

Re-Made was founded by Phyllis Swiney and Barbara Reid.  

 

7/22/22  am/fm drought 
Gov. Mike Parson issued an executive order Thursday to accelerate drought response actions 
in Missouri, directing all state agencies to assist communities struggling from drought conditions 
"through temporary suspension of administrative rules, appropriation, or other means of 
support..." 

 
The Executive Order declares a drought alert for 53 counties in southern and central Missouri, 
primarily counties south of the Missouri River. 
 
63 percent of the state is showing signs of drought  
 
Gov. Parson also directed the Departments of Natural Resources and Conservation to allow 
farmers to have access to water at state parks and conservation areas. The DNR will also 
examine if state park areas can provide hay. 

 

7/25/22  am youth fair 
Grant Norfleet of Mexico ended his career of over a decade at the Audrain County Youth Fair by 
having his heifer being named the  Grand Champion Market Heifer and Reserve Champion 
Home Raised Market Animal. 

Grand prize for Market Beef Grand Steer went to Lance Hudson from Thompson and Lance 
Fort from Audrain County took home reserve recognition. 

 

7/27/22  am/fm drought 
Over half the state is still experiencing a drought even after the much-needed rainfall yesterday. 
Record rainfall closed major roads, portions of I-70, and led to water rescues and evacuations. 



 

Mexico, St. Louis, and St. Charles  saw severe flooding but not all areas got heavy rain. The 
severely drought stricken areas farther south would need to see four or five inches of rain to 
approach normal levels.  

Rain falling in the severe drought areas and in the Columbia/Jefferson City areas is expected to 
help out with the drought. 

 

7/29/22  fm gas 
Break Time said it became aware late Wednesday night that some mid-Missouri pumped diesel 
from their unleaded pumps and immediately stopped selling the gas. 

Seven locations were affected, including Jefferson City stations on Truman Boulevard, Missouri 
Boulevard, Main Street and McCarty Street. The Truman location has since been fixed.  

The Break Time in California is also affected . 

Break Time said it believes the problem started Wednesday morning.  

If you believe your vehicle is experiencing issues connected to the incident, Break Time says to 
contact them at 800-876-6357 between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. Press '1' 
for human resources and then press '2' for the claims team.  

 

 

7/30/22  am/fm - Vet gets new roof 
According to KMIZ -- A Columbia Army veteran got her roof replaced for free Friday as part of a 
nationwide contest. 

Nicole Cope who technically never even entered the contest, beat out 62 other applications to 
claim the "Owens Corning Roof Deployment Project." Owens Corning partnered with Purple 
Heart Homes for the giveaway to helps replace veterans' roofs as way to show gratitude and 
honor the veterans who served the country. 
  
Cope said her mom actually entered her application after she heard about the contest on the 
radio, and that her roof was in bad shape, with at least $20,000 in repairs. 
 
Friday, Owens Corning sent Fortified Roofing & Siding to Cope's house and she now has a new 
roof. Cope, who is now retired, served for 24 years in the Army medical corps as a flight medic 
and senior non-commissioned officer. 
 

7/30/22  am/fm - mtl closure 
The Frank Russell Campground, at Mark Twain Lake, has extended the current closure of 
campsites 1-60 within the Frank Russell Recreation Area. These sites are currently closed for 



the 2022 camping season and will now be closed through the 2023 camping season to allow for 
36 expanded concrete camping parking pads and also improvements of living spaces from 
gravel to concrete.  

 

8/3/22  am Tri County Closing 
Tri County Care Center, Vandalia’s only nursing home will close at the end of August forcing 
about 40 residents to relocate and causing many more long-time employees are now facing the 
uncertainty of unemployment. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has caused a raft of problems for the residential care center. 

There is some hope that a private company will purchase the facility or funding may be found. 

The city of Vandalia has subsidized employee paychecks for the last pay period of the month to 
the tune of just under $90,000. 

 

8/3/22  am/fm election results UNOFFICIAL update 
There was light turnout yesterday as only about a quarter of registered voters participated.   

The as of yet unofficial election results are: 

Republican Eric Schmitt  wins the GOP US Senate nomination with approximately 46%  of 
654,474 votes cast, followed by Vicki Hartzler at roughly 22% 

Democrat Trudy Busch Valentine  won the Democratic US Senate nomination with slightly 
more than 43% of 367,420 votes cast, Lucas Kunce came in second with a tad more than 38% 

State Representative Travis Fitzwater, edged out  Republican Mike Carter by only 682 votes to 
win the Republican nomination in the Missouri Senate – District 10 race.   

The Audrain Ambulance Maintenance Proposition lost by half a percentage point. 

The Tri-County Nursing Homes property tax question was also narrowly defeated. 

 

8/9/22  am/fm ameren hike 
The Missouri Public Service Commission has set September 6, 2022 as the deadline for the 
public who wish to intervene, object, or participate regarding a proposed electric rate increase 
by Ameren Missouri. 

 
On August 1, Ameren Missouri filed for an electric rate increase with the MPSC, seeking a net 
increase in its electric base rates of approximately $316 million. An average residential electric 
customer would see a rate increase of approximately $12.00 a month according to the filing. 
 



Full contact information to file your opinion can be found on our website, KXEO.COM 
 

 

8/15/22  am/fm MU protest 
More than 100 people attended a protest for the Laborers Local 955's "Rally to Stop Paid Time 
Off Cuts for UM System Workers" Saturday. 

A new proposal, offered by UM curators back in June, would affect about 13,000 UM staff 
across it's four campuses: UMKC, UMSL, MU, Missouri S&T and those in the MU Healthcare 
system. 

The proposed 31 days off is less time than the 41 days currently provided. 
 
The UM System will host a series of online sessions this month for those who want more 
information about the proposed changes. 
 

 

8/17/22  am power 
More than 1,500 Ameren Missouri customers in Montgomery County were without power 
Tuesday afternoon from an outage emanating from the Montgomery City substation. 

The utility's outage map reported the power cut at about 3 p.m. At about 4:15 p.m., 1,572 
customers remained without power. Power was restored before 6 p.m. 

 

8/17/22  am beth lower 
This morning Beth Lower came by the studio to talk with us.  You may recognize her name as 
she taught at the Middle School for 19 years and at MACC for a few as well.   

She has written a book of poems, called "Simple Prayers" more or less by popular request.  As 
a member of Mexico United Methodist Church she shared her prayer poems with friends who 
strongly suggested she publish them.   

Beth will be at the public library this evening from 5:30 -7:30 with copies of her book to sign.  
She will do a reading and question/answer at 6 pm.  

 

8/18/22   am/fm airport 
American Airlines will temporarily cut flights at the Columbia Regional Airport this November 
due to a nationwide pilot shortage. 

The airport will only see two daily flights to Dallas-Fort Worth until after Thanksgiving, instead of 
three. However, the weekend after the holiday, the airline will bump to 4 flights each day. 



Chicago flights will not be affected.  

American will revert back to three flights to Dallas in December. 

 

8/25/22  am/fm hospital 
Last spring, after the closure and lay off of 181 hospital staff, Platinum Team Management of 
Texas took over Noble Health in Mexico and the Callaway Community Hospital in Fulton.  

Callaway is scheduled to re-open in Fulton by September 21st with full emergency room and 
inpatient services, but Platinum is finding it difficult and is actively looking for funding and 
investors.  

It's reported that plans are in motion to open Audrain with at least emergency room, minimal 
beds, radiology, a lab, and pharmacy in order to get licensing reinstated.  There is no projection 
as to when that will happen 

 

9/1/22  am/fm modot 
MODOT says a two-week closure of U.S. 54 is scheduled following the Labor Day holiday as 
work continues on the intersection of U.S. 54/Missouri19/Route J, just north of Laddonia.  

A detour will be in place directing traffic over Missouri 154 to Missouri 19. Signs and message 
boards will be in place to alert motorists, as schedule changes occur. 

 

9/2/22  am/fm NECAC 
The North East Community Action Corporation (NECAC) has about $700,000 in funding 
available to help qualifying residents of 12 Missouri counties with their energy costs. 

NECAC is accepting utility assistance applications online or in person at its service centers.  

For more information call 573-324-0120 or go to NECAC.org . 

 

9/6/22  am brick city 
Popular eatery, Brick City Buffet, at 641 West Jackson Street in Mexico, abruptly closed 
permanently on Sunday.   

The building needs serious repairs that the restaurant owners could not justify financing in a 
building they only leased.  After trying unsuccessfully several times to purchase the building, 
they reluctantly chose to close the restaurant. 

 



9/8/22  am/fm - Gov Parson honors heroes 
A Boone County Fire Protection District Assistant Chief killed in the line of duty in December of 
2021 is being honored by Governor Mike Parson. 

Bryant Gladney was killed when his department vehicle was struck by a tractor trailer while he 
was blocking traffic at an incident on I-70 on December 22nd. 

Gladney was one of 23 First Responders honored by Governor Parson yesterday (Wednesday) 
morning during the Missouri Public Safety Medals ceremony. 

Gladney was the first recipient of the Red, White, and Blue Heart Award, presented to any first 
responder who under honorable circumstances is critically, seriously, or fatally injured while 
performing official duties in the line of duty. 

Other Public Safety awards were presented to members of the Missouri State Highway Patrol, 
Jefferson City Police Department, Capitol Police, and the Cole County Sheriff's Department. 

 

9/12/22  am - RFL of Aud Co totals 
The 25th Relay For Life of Audrain County is now in the books. 

Saturday night's event in downtown Mexico had a good turnout with thirteen teams participating 
and raising money. 

According to Chair Nancy Early, just over forty-three thousand two hundred seventy-five dollars 
has already been tallied with more funds yet to be turned in. 

The Relay For Life is the main fundraising event for the American Cancer Society and monies 
raised go to fund cancer research and benefit those battling cancer and their caregivers. 

 

9/28/22  am/fm hospital 
Russell Runge, Director of Economic Development for the City of Mexico says that the local 
economic impact of the Audrain Community Hospital closure is yet to be fully measurable.  
However, he cites the loss of over 500 jobs that has a large impact on expendable income for 
the Mexico area.   

140 rural hospitals closed between January 2010 and July 2022.  Associated community losses 
include the loss of hospital spending as well as a reduction in employee spending. Restaurants, 
professional services, and other healthcare services like rural ambulance services face losses 
as well. 
 
Platinum health continues to search for ways to reopen the facility. 
 

 



9/29/22  am/fm - Hwy 19 bridge in Mont Co replacement to begin 
The replacement of the Highway 19 bridge over I-70 in Montgomery County could begin as 
early as next week. 

According to the Missouri Department of Transportation, the new bridge will be constructed just 
west of the existing bridge and will also include interchange improvements in the form of two 
roundabouts, one on each end of the bridge. 

During the course of construction, each roundabout will be built one half at a time to minimize 
traffic impacts. 

No significant closures are scheduled until the spring and summer of 2023 with all six stages of 
construction expected to be complete in the winter of 2023. 

The first phase of construction will include building the substructure of the new bridge, tree 
removal, grading, and installation of temporary pavement needed to manage traffic flow in later 
stages of construction. 


