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It was the home court where All-Americans Mark Workman, Hot Rod Hundley, Jerry 
West, Rod Thorn and Fritz Williams played for the WVU basketball team.    The WVU 
Field House opened in 1929, right in the midst of the Great Depression.  It served as the 
home of the WVU basketball team until 1970 when the Coliseum opened.  The old 
basketball building is now scheduled to be demolished this summer to make room for a 
new building for the WVU College of Business and Economics.

Harry Stansbury is a former WVU Director of Athletics who lobbied the West Virginia 
Legislature for funds to build the facility.  The building was renamed in Stansbury's 
honor in 1973.   

John Antonik is Director of Digital Media for the WVU athletic department and a WVU 
athletics historian.  Antonik discussed Stansbury's dream.   

"Stansbury got the appropriation to build the Field House," Antonik explained.  "But 
things got complicated and he only received half of what was needed to build it initially.   
He had to go out and get bank loans until the second appropriation came in.  He also 
had to dip into the money that was earmarked to pay off the dept from the football 
stadium that was built four years earlier.

"Then the stock market crashed in October of 1929," Antonik continued.  "It was an 
amazing accomplishment to get it built and get everything paid for."  

Antonik says memories of the 90-year old Field House will live on.  

"The original scoreboard is sitting inside the Hall of Traditions inside the current WVU 
practice facility," Antonik said.  "They were also able to preserve some pieces of the floor 
as well as some other artifacts.  

"Quiet a few things people will be able to enjoy forever."  

Demolition of Stansbury Hall is currently underway on Beechurst Avenue on the 
downtown WVU campus.  
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