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 West Virginia Governor  Jim Justice recently  announced a $20 million investment at 
North Central West Virginia Airport that officials say will allow for construction of a new 
terminal and create additional space for economic development.

Justice traveled to the airport in Bridgeport to make what was hailed as a “historic 
announcement” by the Benedum Airport Authority, which governs the airport.

Justice’s intended investment includes a $10 million grant from the West Virginia 
Infrastructure and Jobs Development Council and a $10 million loan from the state 
Economic Development Administration.

Leaders with the Infrastructure and Jobs Development Council will have to review the 
governor’s funding request and grant final approval before the grant money can be 
officially be transferred for the project.  The $10 million loan from the Economic 
Development Administration also will undergo a review process.

The funding, if given final approvals, will allow airport developers to begin work on a 
$70 million project that would “maximize the property” between W.Va. 279 and U.S. 50, 
according to Benedum Airport Authority member and Bridgeport Mayor Andy Lang.

The project will include filling valleys and leveling a hill to allow construction of a new 
terminal and a taxiway to the runway for commercial and industrial use, as well as 
creation of additional acreage for commercial and industrial development, said Airport 
Authority member and Harrison County Commissioner David Hinkle.

The injection of funds will allow the excavation and fill work, which was initially to be 
completed in two consecutive phases, to move forward simultaneously, Hinkle said.

Once the work has started, the Airport Authority will be able to apply for grants to help 
with the final project phase, which will create additional acres of developable land not 
accessible to the runway, Lang said.

The final phase will include construction of a road from Industrial Park Road to 
Benedum Park, as well as site development for commercial and industrial use, Hinkle 
said.



The project will provide space for “a million square feet of buildings,” Hinkle said.

According to Airport Director Rick Rock, the goal is to double the airport’s $1.1 billion in 
annual economic impact to North Central West Virginia.

“We’re trying to give (North) Central West Virginia a platform for growth that we don’t 
presently have, so it’s a big deal to develop what we’re doing with the airport,” Hinkle 
said.

Justice described the project as “spectacular beyond belief.”

“This right here is going to do unbelievable things in the future for our great state. It’s 
going to do the one thing that makes me the proudest, and that is ... it makes us as West 
Virginians hold our heads high. It makes us to know just how great we are,” he said.

Phase one of the project is expected to be completed  in two years.

Airport Authority member and Marion County Commissioner Ernie VanGilder said that 
while the airport is owned by Harrison and Marion counties, it provides region-wide 
benefits.

“Employment opportunities will be here, but also our colleges will be training our 
students and hopefully put us in a position to where we can keep our people here from 
being our biggest export,” VanGilder said.
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