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About Fair Districts PA 
Fair Districts PA is a nonpartisan, volunteer-led, 
statewide coalition working to create a process for 
redistricting that is transparent, impartial and fair. 
 

When and how did Fair Districts PA begin? 
Fair Districts PA was founded in January 2016 by representatives from the League of Women Voters of 
Pennsylvania, Common Cause Pennsylvania, Committee of Seventy, Pennsylvania Council of Churches 
Advocacy and other PA groups concerned about accountable government. Several of these founding 
organizations (like the League and Common Cause) have been working to address partisan gerrymandering 
since the 1980s and 1990s.  

Legally, FDPA is a project of the League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania, a nonpartisan political organization 
which encourages informed and active civic engagement. FDPA is endorsed by and works in conversation with 
a wide range of local and statewide organizations. 

Fair Districts PA has no official connection to redistricting reform efforts in other states and is not 
in any way related to or working with partisan redistricting reform groups funded by either party.  
 

Who funds Fair Districts PA? 
The major source of funding to date has been small-dollar donations, received online or as contributions at 
public events, with more recent larger donations from concerned Pennsylvania supporters. FDPA receives no 
funding from political action committees (PACs) or political parties. The only significant out-of-state funding to 
date has been a $25,000 grant from the Ben and Jerry’s Employment Foundation. The budget for the first year 
of operation, 2016, was about $12,000. In 2017 it was $87,000; in 2018 $120,000. Generous donations from PA 
supporters, plus the Ben and Jerry’s grant and increased small-dollar donations brought total income in 2019 
to over $500,000. With no salaries or office overhead, these dollars go far toward printing of material, venue 
rental and strategically placed ads.  We have not and will not accept contributions from partisan sources.  
 

Fair Districts PA is an all-volunteer organization 
FDPA Chair Carol Kuniholm became interested in PA politics as a youth pastor working with teens from some 
of PA’s most well-funded schools (Radnor, Tredyffrin Easttown and Great Valley) while spending time with 
children and youth from a partner church in the Kensington neighborhood of Philadelphia. She was struck by 
the disparity of resources: some students had expansive counseling services and state-of-the art media centers, 
while others just miles away attended schools with no playgrounds, libraries or full-time school counselors. 
That experience led her to the state board of the League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania and from there to 
focus on election reform issues. She has been an unaffiliated voter for decades.  

Volunteers are from across the political spectrum (Democrat, Republican, 3rd party and unaffiliated).  
Statewide working groups provide expertise in communications, advocacy, administration and outreach. 
Regional and local coordinators of our more than forty local groups represent a wide range of professions and 
demographics, some with decades of League of Women Voters involvement, some who have watched PA 
politics with cynicism or disappointment for years, many new to the political arena. 

We are united in our concern for a commonwealth that serves the common good and have donated 
thousands of hours to the effort, motivated by love and concern for our state and our democracy. 
We are adamantly nonpartisan and determined to encourage informed, polite, persistent civic 
engagement in pursuit of fair districts and fair elections.  
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Fair Districts PA has grown quickly from a handful of organizational partners to a grassroots network of more 
than 40 local groups, six regional support teams, active statewide working groups and trained speakers 
reaching audiences large and small in every corner of the state. 

 

• Over 30,000 people have attended one of over 850 informational meetings to hear about causes and 
harms of partisan gerrymandering and ways to work for reform. 

• The FDPA email list has grown from 
1,200 in 2016 to over 60,000 by the 
start of 2020. 

• Volunteers have collected over 
100,000 petition signatures in 
support of an independent 
redistricting commission.  

• FDPA has grown from a small state-
level committee in 2016 to a 
network of county-based groups 
covering most of PA’s 67 counties.  

• Pennsylvania newspapers have printed over 200 letters to the editor supporting reform. 

• Over 330 municipal governments and 21 counties have passed bipartisan resolutions or letters asking 
legislators to support redistricting reform. They represent over 68% of the PA population. 

• The Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs (PSAB) also passed a resolution of support. PSAB 
represents 956 PA boroughs with combined population of 2.6 million Pennsylvanians. 

 

Resolutions Passed or in Progress 
 
 

Learn more at FairDistrictsPA.com, http://tinyurl.com/FDPA-youtube and 
@https://tinyurl.com/fdpa-flipboard. Follow us @FairDistrictsPA 


