VALLEY PUBLIC RADIO (KVPR/KPRX) - Issues Report Q2 2023

Reports produced locally airing Mon. - Fri. and featured on KVPR.org

Issues of importance for the communities of KVPR/KPRX including the following*:

Agriculture

Arts & Culture

Business & Economy

Crime & Punishment

Education

Environmental

Government & Politics

Health/Healthcare

Homelessness

Housing

Immigration

LGBTQ (concerns/rights)

Labor

Parks & Recreation

Date

Duration

Times AM

Times PM

Issues

Reporter(s)

Title

Narrative

4/3/2023

4:11

7:45

Environmental, Housing, Immigration

Esther Quintanilla

‘I want to have peace again.’ Two families — 100 miles apart — face off with California’s floods

Valley have suffered extreme flooding
since the start of the year. Recovery will be
an arduous process, especially for
undocumented residents who are rarely

4/3/2023

1:21

6:04

Environmental, Science

Joshua Yeager

After driest years on record, California now has highest snowpack in decades

California’s snowpack to levels not seen in
decades, busting records and potentially
causing big problems for communities
downstream,

4/5/2023

1:16

6:04

Environmental, Minorities, Housing

Esther Quintanilla

Tule River Indian Reservation recovering after storms disrupt infrastructure

The Tule River Indian Reservation in the
eastern foothills of the Sequoia National
Forest suffered severe flooding in early
March,

4/6/2023

6:04

Environmental, Community

Soreath Hok

‘It's got a memory.” Tulare Lake’s return tests human changes to the land

into the Tulare Lake basin in the coming
months, the return of this lost lake is
reviving a battle of man vs. nature in the
san Joaquin Valley.

4/7/2023

1:10

7:45

Environmental, Agriculture, Business & Economy

Joshua Yeager

Compost facility holding human waste in cross hairs of Tulare Lake flooding

end up in the southern San Joaquin Valley,
but now, water from the growing Tulare
Lake is threatening to flood the Kings
County operation.

4/10/2023

1:14

6:04

Agriculture, Transportation, Education

Kerry Klein

All aboard! Reedley farm kicks off steam train apprenticeship program

kicked off an apprenticeship program for
aspiring steam train conductors and
engineers, which they believe is one of the
few of its kind in the country.

4/11/2023

1:21

6:04

Government & Politics, Minorities, Community

Soreath Hok

Fresno County supervisors vote against ‘Cesar Chavez’ corridor name change

The process to rename Fresno streets to
honor civil rights leader Cesar Chavez led
to a contentious discussion among Fresno
County Board of Supervisors.

4/14/2023

1:03

6:04

Environmental, Government & Politics

Gregory Weaver

Will the biggest snowpack since 1895 flood Fresno this spring? Not likely.

for flooding from a historic snowpack,
residents in Fresno and Clovis shouldn't
have much to worry about, according to
the region's top flood operator,

4/17/2023

1:00

6:04

Technology, Environmental, Community

Esther Quintanilla

Comcast makes $4.5 million digital investment for flood-damaged town of Planada

The Comeast Corporation today announced
a significant investment for one of Merced
County's rural communities.

4/19/2023

1:04

Health, Environmental, Energy

Esther Quintanilla

Bakersfield, Visalia tie for most year-round particle pollution, Lung Association says

The American Lung Association released it
annual air quality report this week.

4/19/2023

1:16

6:04

Agriculture, Environmental

Kerry Klein

Waste from dairies among Tulare Lake contaminants, say water experts

manure contamination in Tulare Lake
floodwater, water experts say waste from
dairies is no more of a problem than other
contaminants like human waste and

4/20/2023

1:11

7:45

Healthcare, Labor

Joshua Yeager

Kern Medical workers protest staffing shortages, finances at Bakersfield hospital

The concerns at Kern Medical are the latest
in a series of hospital issues in the San
Joaguin Valley.

4/21/2023

1:22

6:04

Technology, Science, Agriculture

Kerry Klein

Scientists turn to Nobel Prize-winning gene editing tool to reduce dairy methane emissions

Audacious Project, scientists at UC Davis,
UC Berkeley and UC San Francisco are
using the Nobel-Prize-winning gene editing
tool known as CRISPR to attempt to reduce

4/24/2023

1:.00

6:04

Environmental, Science

Elizabeth Arakelian

This is the week California’s ‘big melt’ begins to accelerate

Gov. Gavin Newsom visited the southern
San Joaquin Valley Tuesday, April 25, 2023,
to survey flooding around Tulare Lake.

4/27/2023

1:05

6:04

Housing, Government & Politics

Esther Quintanilla

Fresno residents call for rent control to address high housing costs

Fresno residents rallied Thursday morning
at the steps of city hall to call attention to
high rents.

5/2/2023

1:.06

6:04

LGBTQ Rights, Violence, Religion

Esther Quintanilla

LGBTQ-friendly church in Fresno holds vigil after vandalism

‘An LGBTQ-friendly congregation in Fresno
held a candlelight vigil Sunday after it was
believed to be targeted by members of a
far-right organization.

5/3/2023

4:16

6:04

Minorities, Business & Economy

Esther Quintanilla

A Fresno brewing company is now part of the largest Black-owned brewery in the country

downtown Fresno recently announced a
merger with the historic Speakeasy Ales
and Lagers in San Francisco. The company
now claims to be the largest Black-owned

5/5/2023

1:06

6:04

Politics & Government, Healthcare

Soreath Hok

California legislators approve bill that could help reopen Madera Community Hospital

The “Distressed Hospital Loan Program”
would make $150 million in state funds
available to help struggling hospitals.
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5/8/2023

5:51

11:52

Environmental, Agriculture, Business & Economy

Kerry Klein

Water Whiplash: What the 'Big Melt' has revealed about the Valley's flood response

flows out of the Sierra Nevada, rising
floodwaters have revealed that flood
protection in the San Joaquin Valley is
patchy at best.

5/8/2023

1:.00

6:04

Government & Politics, Community

Soreath Hok

H. Spees, long-time advocate for Fresno and pastor, dies

“H spent a lifetime helping people in their
time of need,” Fresno Mayor Jerry Dyer
said.

5/9/2023

1:10

6:04

Education, Sports

Cresencio Rodriguez-Delgado

Fresno State campaign aims to attract support for athletic upgrades

Fresno State has announced a new
campaign aimed at attracting support for
major athletic projects.

5/10/2023

5:45

6:04

Environmental, Agriculture, Community

Kerry klein

Water Whiplash: The historic community in the path of resurging Tulare Lake

Most of the San Joaquin Valley land
inundated by Tulare Lake has been
cultivated farmland. But homes are at
stake t0o, as the water rises around them.

5/11/2023

1:20

6:04

Healthcare, Minorities, Community

Esther Quintanilla

Survey shows impact on community from closed Madera Community Hospital

Community hospital in January left
healthcare gaps for thousands of residents.
Now a new survey quantifies just how
significant the closure has been.

5/12/2023

1:12

7:45

Homelessness,Youth, Government & Politics

Joshua Yeager

Bakersfield, big-city mayors to lobby Gov. Newsom in push to fix homelessness crisis

Newsom in a push to fix the state’s
homelessness crisis. Meanwhile, new
funding s already helping some of the
most vulnerable in Bakersfield.

5/12/2023

1:08

6:04

Crime & Punishment, Environmental

Kerry Klein

Despite state investment in Corcoran levee, concerns remain for incarcerated population

Gov. Gavin Newsom pledged to help pay
for raising the Corcoran levee. However,
an extra four feet is little consolation to
families of the incarcerated.

5/16/2023

4:02

6:04

Homelessness, Government & Politics

Soreath Hok

Fresno County struggles to find permanent home for state-issued trailers meant for homeless

Fresno County is still working out a plan to
utilize travel trailers initially meant to be
used as shelter for the county’s unhoused
population.

5/17/2023

3:44

6:04

Parks & Recreation, Environmental

Joshua Yeager

Whitewater rafting is roaring back to life in California after years of drought

down the Sierra Nevada mountains has
caused billions of dollars in damages to
farms and communities in parts of central
California. But the whitewater rafting

5/17/2023

5:36

11:52

Environmental, Housing

Kerry Klein

Water Whiplash: Corcoran’s levee is being lifted. We’ve been here before

Construction is underway to raise the leveel
protecting the city of Corcoran. But it's not
the first time the embankment has needed
to be raised

5/18/2023

6:04

Government & Politics

Soreath Hok

Fresno mayor proposes largest budget in city history — amid projected tax revenue decrease

A proposed $1.85 billion budget calls for
major increases in spending and the
possibility of a voter-approved utility rate
hike.

5/19/2023

1:.01

7:45

Parks & Recreation, Environmental, Safety

Joshua Yeager

Rushing Valley rivers have already taken people with them as Sierra snowmelt intensifies

‘two more lives over the weekend after
Fresno County rescue teams pulled the
remains of young siblings out of the Kings
River.

5/22/2023

3:55

6:04

Homelessness, Enivornmental

Esther Quintanilla

Unhoused woman swept up by raging Central Valley river. ‘Survival instincts kicked in”

breaking snowpack could be a ticking time
bomb for the state’s most vulnerable
residents, especially those living in the
foothills of the Sierra Nevada

5/24/2023

1:.00

6:04

Agriculture, Environmental

Joshua Yeager

Reduced Tulare Lake flood forecast brings little consolation to Valley farmers

Tulare Lake is expected to peak next week
at more than 100,000-acres wide. That's
nearly the size of Lake Tahoe.

5/25/2023

5:46

11:00

Parks & Recreation, Health, Environmental

Kerry Klein

Water Whiplash: Extreme adventure — and danger — on rivers flowing with snowmelt

As river flows reach historic highs, white
water rafting outfitters are celebrating, but|
law enforcement agencies have restricted
access to most riverfronts due to the
extreme risk of injury and death.

5/30/2023

1:05

6:04

Business & Economy, Labor

Esther Quintanilla

All workers at Fresno tech company Bitwise Industries placed on furlough

The Fresno-based tech company Bitwise
Industries has furloughed al its employees
due to what its CEOs are calling “acute
financial distress.”

6/1/2023

5:47

11:52

Agriculture, Environmental

Kerry Klein

Water Whiplash: Losses — and ironies — add up for Valley agriculture after flooding

KVPR and 1A hosted a panel discussion
featuring agricultural leaders on May 30,
2023,

6/1/2023

6:04

Business & Economy, Labor, Crime

Joshua Yeager

The crash of Bitwise Industries is sending ripples across US cities

The unraveling of Fresno-based tech
company Bitwise Industries after
announcing it furloughed all of its staff has
sent shockwaves throughout the San
Joaguin Valley and beyond.

6/2/2023

1:09

6:04

LGBTQ Rights, Violence, Community

Esther Quintanilla

Fresno’s LGBTQ community goes ‘Queer All Year’ to celebrate Pride

As Pride Month kicks off, Fresno will
celebrate this weekend in the Tower
District with a festival and parade.

6/5/2023

1:.00

6:04

Business & Economy, Labor, Crime

Esther Quintanilla

Bitwise Industries terminates CEOs, calls for internal investigation

The Bitwise Industries Board of Directors
issued a statement amid the company's
shakeup and recently-revealed financial
crisis,

6/6/2023

3:59

6:04

Minorities, Environmental, Community

Soreath Hok

‘It would come back one day.’ The Yokuts and Tulare Lake meet again

hundreds of millions of dollars in damage
to farms and communities in the region.
But the return of the lake is a celebration
for the Native American tribes that used to

6/7/2023

1:12

6:04

Business & Economy, Labor, Crime

Esther Quintanilla

Bitwise Industries now faces a class action lawsuit after furloughs, financial issues

Earlier this month, Bitwise Industries
shocked the community after it furloughed
all of its employees nationwide. Now,
workers in the Fresno area are suing.

6/8/2023

5:54

11:52

Environmental, Community

Kerry Klein

Water Whiplash: What can Tulare Lake’s past tell us about its future?

‘A brief history of the communities and
ecosystems that used to call the lake home)
and the conversations that occur every
time the lake reemerges.
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6/9/2023

1:11

6:04

LGBTQ Rights, Government & Politics

Esther Quintanilla

Pride flag rises over Fresno. ‘We are not going anywhere’

Rainbow stripes are flying high above
Fresno from now until the end of June.

6/15/2023

5:50

11:52

Environmental, Agriculture

Kerry Klein

Water Whiplash: Why some see a 'need to change' after historic water flows from Sierra Nevada

‘A rural advocate and columnist argues the
power of water districts’ weighted voting

system extends far beyond water rights in
the Tulare Lake Basin.

6/15/2023

1:08

6:04

Business & Economy, Labor

Esther Quintanilla

Dozens of employers join forces to help laid off Bitwise workers

Bitwise employees nationwide were
officially terminated earlier this week. The
city of Fresno is lending a hand to local
workers.

6/21/2023

4:21

7:45

Arts & Culture, Immigration, Education

Soreath Hok

A sacred piece of Southeast Asia rises in California’s Central Valley

Fresno Chaffee Zoo's ‘Kingdoms of Asia’
opens with representation of Cambodian
culture in Angkor Wat-inspired exhibit.

6/22/2023

5:47

11:52

Parks & Recreation, Environmental

Kerry Klein

Water Whiplash: Why some see a 'need to change' after historic water flows from Sierra Nevada

A freelance journalist recounts some of the
highlights from a recent journey kayaking
225 miles from Tulare Lake to the
Sacramento-San Joaquin River delta.

6/23/2023

1:06

7:45

Heath, Government & Politics

Esther Quintanilla

After court win, Valley group says a tax on sugary drinks would improve local health

‘wants to bring a soda-tax to the region. It
would place a small fee on sugar-
sweetened drinks in cities that enact the
measure.

6/27/2023

3:49

3:44

Government & Politics, Transportation

Elizabeth Arakelian

In Studio: Fresno City Council president discusses record $1.87 billion budget

The Fresno City Council recently passed its
largest budget in city history. Departments,|
such as police and fire, are getting a record
boost in funding and new positions are

being created to fix potholes in city streets.

6/28/2023

:52

6:04

Crime & Punishment, Labor

Esther Quintanilla, Joshua Yeager

FBI reportedly investigating Bitwise Industries as fallout from crash continues

repercussions after it suddenly shuttered
operations last month. According to some
reports, the tech company is now being
investigated at the federal level.

6/29/2023

11:52

Environmental, Government & Politics

Kerry Klein

Water Whiplash: A ‘wake up call’ for two prisons near the edge of Tulare Lake

Why incarcerated people and their loved
ones have questioned the readiness of the
two state prisons in Corcoran to confront
emergency flooding

6/30/2023

1:00

6:04

Environmental, Government & Politics

Cresencio Rodriguez-Delgado

State agency says Tulare Lake is beginning to shrink

Tulare Lake recently reached its peak in
size, but new data now shows the lake is
beginning to recede.

*This list does not include all the issues responded to by the station or all the ways the station responded to those issues.




