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4/5/2017

Nature Notes Near Langtry, Texas, in January 2017, the Texas Archeological Society hosted the Lower Pecos Canyonlands 
Academy. It was an immersion in new research into Texas prehistory. One focus of that research is Eagle 
Cave. The cave, deep in a canyon near the Rio Grande, attracted human communities for 13,000 years. 
Sediments accumulated through human accumulated through human use, and those sediments preserve 
tools and bones, traces of plant foods, ancient latrines. What does this site have to tell us? And what does 
research here entail?

7:45 AM, 
4:44 PM 5:00

4/12/2017

Nature Notes Since 2002, the Big Bend chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas has been spreading the news about 
native plants. And on Saturday, April 22, the nonprofit will host a plant sale, behind Chambers Realty at 
Avenue E and North Eighth Street in Alpine. The sale will feature more than 75 native species, and as many 
as 1,000 plants. 

7:45 AM, 
4:44 PM 5:00

4/19/2017

Nature Notes For Native peoples, the arrival of Europeans in the Americas brought destruction on a staggering scale. 
Along with the catastrophic human toll, there was cultural shock – the violent disruption of ancient 
traditions and histories. But even where people were displaced or destroyed, clues to the history endure.

7:45 AM, 
4:44 PM 5:00

4/26/2017

Nature Notes Poets have long seen in the bee's regard for the flower an image of attraction, of the energies of spring 
and the sweet forces of allure in nature. The desert isn't usually part of the poetic picture. But, 
scientifically, arid areas are bee havens. And the Chihuahuan Desert has among the greatest diversity of 
bees of any region in Earth.

7:45 AM, 
4:44 PM 5:00

5/3/2017

Nature Notes At the buzz of a rattlesnake, the heart races, and the adrenalin flows. Our response is primal, physical. But 
rattlesnakes also exert a power over the imagination. For many, the fear of rattlesnakes is mixed with 
fascination. Rattlesnakes are impressive predators, and they play an important role in the West Texas 
ecosystem.

7:45 AM, 
4:44 PM 5:00

5/10/2017

Nature Notes The Triassic redbeds are one of the scenic highlights of West Texas. They dazzle in the red cliffs of Palo 
Duro Canyon and Caprock Canyons state parks. These colorful rocks are found all along the margin of the 
Llano Estacado, and where rivers like the Brazos and the Pecos cut the great plateau. The redbeds are also 
one of the world's most important sources of fossils from the Triassic Period. In that distant time, strange 
and wondrous creatures roamed the Earth.

7:45 AM, 
4:44 PM 5:00

5/17/2017

Nature Notes Chihuahuan Desert is home to plants and animals found nowhere else on earth. But did you know it was 
once home to an assortment of distinctive, endemic primates? Today, excavations are shedding light on 
this surprising part of West Texas history.

7:45 AM, 
4:44 PM 5:00

5/24/2017

Nature Notes Agaves are signature plants of the Southwest and Mexico. Today, a taste for distilled agave spirits – 
tequila, mezcal – is global. But that's a recent footnote to the profound human bond with agave. For 
10,000 years, from present-day Mexico to West Texas and Arizona,

7:45 AM, 
4:44 PM 5:00

5/31/2017

Nature Notes Our arid region trains us to accept austerity, starkness. But it also prepares us to greet with special wonder 
any exception to the desert rule: a spring-fed pool, a soaking rain, a wildflower in bloom. Easterners can 
take wildflowers for granted.

7:45 AM, 
4:44 PM 5:00



6/14/2017

Nature Notes In the 1830s, a group of Scottish and English naturalists were pursuing a new and unpopular idea: that the 
Earth's features could be explained by natural processes, acting over vast stretches of time. Studying the 
rocks of the British Isles, their attention was drawn to a particular variety of fossilized corals.

7:45 AM, 
4:44 PM 5:00

6/15/2017

Nature Notes Mountain Slopes and Microscopes: Calibrating Geologic Time in the Guadalupes: In the 1830s, a group of 
Scottish and English naturalists were pursuing a new and unpopular idea: that the Earth’s features could 
be explained by natural processes, acting over vast stretches of time. Studying the rocks of the British Isles, 
their attention was drawn to a particular variety of fossilized corals. 

7:45 AM, 
4:44 PM 5:00

6/22/2017

Nature Notes On the Pecos River, an Archeologist Cracks the Code of an Ancient Mural: The confluence of the Pecos and 
the Rio Grande is the Chihuahuan Desert’s lowest, hottest point. The landscape bears the evidence. Across 
sun-blasted limestone, stunted plants seem to writhe and twist, waiting out the harsh sentence of soil and 
sky.

7:45 AM, 
4:44 PM 5:00

6/29/2017

Nature Notes The Squash Bee: A West Texas Native with an Outsized Impact: The hum of a hive, the burning pain of a 
sting – honeybees are hard to ignore. But don’t let the buzz of these European imports drown out the 
broader bee story.

7:45 AM, 
4:44 PM 5:00

4/7/2017 Rambling Boy

On this edition of the Rambling Boy, Lonn talks about his recent ramble to San Francisco for his wife Dedie’
s birthday. Lonn recalls his last sustained visit to the Golden City by the Bay in 1947 when he was only 
seven years old and making his way to the Philippines with his mother. Times have changed since that last 
visit, as Lonn expresses through his recent views of The Bay Lights. 11:06 AM 9:30

4/14/2017 Rambling Boy

On this edition of the Rambling Boy, Lonn recalls his experience talking with Kim Lehman, a professional 
storyteller. Kim’s childhood in rural America and teaching experiences in the Appalachian Mountains have 
inspired a life-long interest in folk traditions including storytelling and oral histories. 11:06 AM 8:52

4/21/2017 Rambling Boy
On this edition of the Rambling Boy, Lonn shares some recent discoveries about far west Texas, recently 
made from checking in on the Junior Historian Files at the Marfa Public Library. 11:06 AM 9:41

4/28/2017 Rambling Boy

On this edition of The Rambling Boy, Lonn gives makes a case for the importance of the National 
Endowment of the Arts, The Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and other federal funding agencies.  
Lonn does this through the writings of Steve Zeitlin, director of a New York organization called City Lore. 11:06 AM 10:58

5/5/2017 Rambling Boy

On this edition of the Rambling Boy, Lonn ponders the reason for the spread of Mexican cuisine 
throughout the United States – From Arkansas to Wyoming, and everywhere in-between Lonn explores 
this topic, was sparked by the work of Gustavo Arellano. Arellano is the editor of OC Weekly, author of the 
syndicated column “¡Ask a Mexican!“, and Taco USA: How Mexican Food Conquered America. 11:06 AM 11:09

5/12/2017 Rambling Boy

On this edition of the Rambling Boy, Lonn speaks of fan and friend Teel Sale. Teel is a retired professor of 
art at the University of North Texas who now lives in Ennis, Texas, with her husband, Rick Sale, who is also 
a poet.  Now in her 80s, she makes art in addition to writing poems and essays. Teel was inspired by a 
Ramble Lonn wrote about the stories of Hispanic Marfans of an earlier generation that can be found at the 
Marfa Public Library. 11:06 AM 7:03

5/19/2017 Rambling Boy

On this edition of The Rambling Boy, a topic that every far-west Texan seems to have an opinion on – the 
Marfa Lights. Is there an actual answer to the phenomenon? Natural occurance, headlights, aliens? Lonn 
took a look. 11:06 AM 9:24



6/2/2017 Rambling Boy

On this episode of The Rambling Boy, Lonn Taylor tells the story of Luther Evans, a man from Sayersville, a 
rural community in Bastrop County, who overcame poverty and adversity by the sheer force of 
intelligence. From a one-room elementary school in rural Texas (where he graduated first in his class of 
seven students), to the Library of Congress, Evans’ journey is riddled with interesting experiences that took 
him all around the country and the world. When his predecessor resigned and he became the Librarian of 
Congress, Harry Truman, who appointed Evans, told him that he wanted the Library to be not only the 
Library of Congress but “the Library of the United States.” Evans wholeheartedly agreed and worked 
towards this goal, expanded the Library’s services to America’s public libraries and especially to small rural 
libraries. He also stepped up the Library’s collection of both americana and foreign materials, almost 
singlehandedly bringing the library to the people and into the future. 11:06 AM 10:55

6/9/2017 Rambling Boy

Indian Emily – Real or made up for a good story? Sure there’s a restaurant named after the hero whose 
final warning helped garrison of soldiers in Ft. Davis stave off an attack by nearby Apache, and during the 
Texas centennial in 1936, the state placed a granite marker at Emily’s supposed grave……But did the Fort 
Davis Legend actually exist? On this edition of the Rambling Boy, Lonn takes a deeper look. 11:06 AM 10:23

6/16/2017 Rambling Boy

On this episode of the Rambling Boy, Lonn reflects on Marfa’s recent Agave Festival. Inspired by the 
documentary film Agave is Life, the three-day event included lectures, music, and food all related to the 
agave plant. Lonn highlights a few speakers: Dr. Steve Black, an archaeologist from Texas State University; 
Dr. Carolyn Boyd, the founder of the Shumla Archeological Research and Education Center at Comstock, 
Texas; and Dr. Phil Dering, an ethnobotanist. 11:06 AM 10:31

6/23/2017 Rambling Boy

On this episode of the Rambling Boy, Lonn reacts to a letter written by Graydon Hicks, the Fort Davis 
Superintendent of Schools, and gives his hot take on public school funding. He also shares a story about 
one person to come out of Texas’s rural public schools: Luther Evans, who graduated in a class of nine 
from Bastrop High School, and went on to become the Librarian of Congress and the Director-General of 
UNESCO. 11:06 AM 10:20

6/30/2017 Rambling Boy

On the eve of this year’s Independence Day, Lonn talks about another thing that happened on this date: 
the deaths of both John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, on July 4, 1826. The former presidents, who were 
friends and had a long storied correspondence, passed away on the same day – exactly 50 years after they 
signed the Declaration of Independence. 11:06 AM 10:40

04/03/17 News

The Texas Legislature is in full swing. But the every two year - 140-day - lawmaking event can be a bit 
confusing to follow. So we've been asking YOU, our listeners, what your big questions are about the 
Legislature. It's part of Texas Decides, a project we're working on with public radio stations all across the 
state. 

04/03/17 3:41

04/03/17 News

The new acting director of the Bureau of Land Management is being described by Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke as an “Energy Guy.” This signals a greater push for oil, gas and coal development on federal lands.

04/03/17 0:43
04/04/17 News The world's largest coal company announced yesterday that is has emerged from bankruptcy. 04/04/17 0:39

04/04/17 News

A newspaper on the Mexican border announced it was closing down operations after a reporter in the 
northern Mexican state of Chihuahua was assassinated late last month.

04/04/17 0:45



04/05/17 News

The Texas House is gearing up for a final debate on its version of the state budget. House members have 
attached some 400 hundred amendments to the budget bill.

04/05/17 0:59

04/05/17 News
Speculation has swirled for weeks about the future of Tony Romo. The longtime Dallas Cowboys 
quarterback is retiring from the NFL and pursuing a career in broadcasting. 04/05/17 1:30

04/06/17 News
The Texas Senate has passed a proposed state budget, now it’s the House’s turn.  Beginning this morning 
lawmakers will begin debating what the state should pay for over the next two-years 04/06/17 1:19

04/10/2017 News Senate lawmakers will get a crack at the House version of the state’s two year budget this week 04/10/20170:45

04/12/2017 News

Lawmakers in the Texas Senate have taken up a bill that would allow judges and county clerks to deny 
marriages to same-sex couples based on their religious beliefs. Texas Public Radio’s Ryan Poppe reports 
opponents of the bill question whether the bill, if enacted would violate a person’s constitutional rights 
and whose constitutional rights would they be violating? 04/12/20171:25

04/12/2017 News
 A national conservation group has ideas for how Texas should use money from the BP oil spill settlement. 
Large sums of the settlement begin flowing to Texas this month. 04/12/20171:10

04/13/2017 News

Activists are again speaking out against a pipeline company CEO’s presence on the state parks and wildlife 
commission.
 

04/13/20171:23

04/13/2017 News

The American Civil liberties Union has filed more than a dozen lawsuits against the federal government 
over the trump administration’s original travel ban. 

04/13/20170:52

04/14/2017 News

The 2018 Texas Senate race is now well underway. Senator Ted Cruz has been making lots of Texas 
appearances lately, signaling he's already running an early campaign ahead of the midterms. 

04/14/20171:02

04/17/2017 News
It might be hard to believe, but voting maps in Texas...those lines that decide where your representative 
district is and what seat you’re voting for...have been in flux for the past six years. 04/17/20173:30

04/17/2017 News

Texas lawmakers drew new Congressional maps in 2011. Soon after the state was sued over claims of 
racial discrimination in how minorities were affected by the new districts. But after years of inaction, a 
federal court has finally ruled the maps intentionally discriminated. But with only about a year until party 
primaries, can new maps be drawn in time for the 2018 elections?

04/17/20172:33

04/19/2017 News

Today at the State Capitol, House lawmakers will vote on legislation aimed at overhauling how the state 
funds public education. While the bill provides schools an estimated $1.6 billion more in public education 
dollars, critics say it does very little to help  economically-disadvantaged students.

04/19/20171:28

04/19/2017 News
Governor Greg Abbott was in Houston Tuesday, re-assuring business leaders about pre-kindergarten 
education. Those business leaders are nervous about budget cuts to pre-K. 04/19/20171:22

04/20/2017 News
A house committee is preparing to take up a new version of the so-called “bathroom bill.” Governor Greg 
Abbott has endorsed the measure, saying he will sign it if it reaches his desk. 04/20/20170:45

04/20/2017 News
Web-based home-sharing company “Air-B- N-B” will start collecting hotel occupancy taxes in Texas. 
AirBNB hosts were always supposed to pay taxes but the change shifts the responsibility to the company 04/20/20171:15



04/20/2017 News

The future of a proposal to bring the country’s used nuclear fuel to West Texas…now hangs in the balance, 
as the company spearheading the effort has requested the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
temporarily suspend a review of their application 04/20/20171:30

04/24/2017 News

 Lawmakers in Austin have just over a month to figure out the state's budget for the next two years, plus a 
parade of other legislation...from reforming Child Protective Services to figuring out how to fund public 
schools. In all, they've filed more than 9,000 bills this session. Today we're continuing our Texas Decides 
series, where you decide what questions we answer about the legislatur 04/24/20174:37

04/24/2017 News
 Could Homeland Security slow down the oil industry? One Texas oil and gas regulator thinks so. He says a 
proposal from Customs and Border Protection could get in the way of offshore drillin 04/24/20171:10

04/24/2017 News

 Early voting starts today...and all this week, we’ll take a look at the elections and issues at stake 
throughout West Texas. Today we turn to Marfa….where last week candidates for City Council, the school 
board and mayor met to address loc 04/24/20171:30

04/24/2017 News
The West Texas Water Symposium was this past weekend, and researchers and experts from across the 
state convened in Alpine to take a look at pressing water issues in the Lone Star State 04/24/20171:41

05/01/2017 News

Every year, the state of Texas and local school districts pay more and more for public education. Together, 
they’ll spend a projected 46 billion dollars on Texas schools in 2017. That money comes from two MAIN 
places: the state government, and local property taxes. But that burden isn’t shared equally...and Texas’s 
decades-old school funding formula isn’t keeping up with the state’s growing population. Last year, the 
Texas Supreme Court called the funding system “Byzantine” and urged legislators to work on, quote 
“transformational, top-to-bottom reforms that amount to more than Band-Aid on top of Band-Aid.” That 
seems to be the push lawmakers needed to take school funding seriously in 2017. 05/01/20174:15

05/03/2017 News
The Balch Springs police chief has fired the officer who shot and killed 15 year-old Jordan Edwards last 
Saturday. 05/03/20171:26

05/03/2017 News

Nine in ten Texans think it's harder to talk about a mental health condition than a physical health issue. 
The one place where it’s easier to talk about mental rather than physical health seems to be in the Texas 
Legislature, where a handful of bills are speeding through the House with near unanimous support. Among 
them, a proposal to enforce the mental health benefits in many insurance plans. 05/03/20172:51

05/04/2017 News

 This week, the United State’s fifth circuit court of appeals heard oral arguments on a case in which a Texas 
landowner sued a pipeline company claiming their use of eminent domain was unconstitutional.

05/04/20171:40

05/04/2017 News

A bill that bans so called sanctuary cities…. is one step closer to becoming law in Texas. Last night, the 
Texas Senate voted to send the bill to Governor Greg Abbott’s 

05/04/20171:10

05/04/2017 News

The cyberbullying bill known as David’s Law, named after San Antonio teen David Molak, passed out of the 
Texas Senate on a unanimous vote Wednesday.   Texas Public Radio’s Ryan Poppe reports that despite 
some major changes to the bill, the Molak family is happy with its passage.

05/04/20171:28

05/05/2017 News
Tomorrow, Midlanders will cast their ballots to determine the future of the city’s 4B tax. But for some of 
those heading to the voting booth, the actual meaning of a “4B sales tax” is confusing. 05/05/20171:35



05/05/2017 News

The Texas House has approved a resolution calling for a new U-S constitutional convention. The resolution 
calls for a series of amendments to limit federal power and spending, as well as to impose term limits on 
members of Congress

05/05/20170:54

05/05/2017 News

Mexico will elect a new president next year. The jockeying has already started…triggering a national 
conversation about the Mexico-U.S. border to a level that hasn't been seen in recent years. In Mexico 
itself, some intellectuals and politicians say a tightened border may have an effect that no one anticipated 
--- prompting the Mexican government to improve conditions at home so there's less motivation to leave 
in the first place. 05/05/20173:37

05/05/2017 News

The so-called “sanctuary cities” bill is waiting for Governor Greg Abbott’s signature. Among other things, 
the bill would penalize Texas municipalities that don’t fully cooperate with federal immigration authorities. 
The Legislature gave the measure final approval this week. Abbott has said he plans to sign it. Officially, it’s 
called Senate Bill 4. But opponents of the bill have taken to calling it the “show me your papers” bill. The 
last high-profile law to bear that name was one out of Arizona. How similar is that one to the Texas bill? 05/05/20172:08

05/08/2017 News

 The looming fight at the state legislature: our budget for the next two years. The Texas House's version of 
the budget pulls 2.5 billion dollars from the state's savings account...also known as the Rainy Day Fund.  
Right now, there's more than 10 billion dollars in that reserve.  The Senate, though, says they DO NOT 
want to pull out that money. But before that debate heats up, we got to wondering how all that money 
got there in the first place. And so did several of our listeners. Today, to close out our Texas Decides series, 
where we've been answer your questions about the 85th legislative session.

05/08/20174:09

05/08/2017 News

This legislative session in Austin, state lawmakers have debated a slew of high profile changes to public 
schools. There was the so-far failed attempt to create vouchers, sending public tax dollars to private 
schools. Changes to the state’s A- F report cards to grade schools and districts. And then there’s the 
budget. We wanted to know how teachers are feeling about this session. 

05/08/20174:32

05/08/2017 News

Over the weekend, Gov. Greg Abbott signed Senate Bill 4, the Texas Sanctuary Cities Legislation into law.  
KUT’s Ben Philpott reports the Sunday-evening signing of the controversial legislation was done 
completely online.

05/08/20171:30

05/08/2017 News

A new report from the U.S. Energy Information Administratio finds the increased oil infrastructure in the 
Permian Basin will be able to meet the area’s expected boom  in oil production.

05/08/20171:25

05/08/2017 News
With less than three weeks to go in the 85th Texas Legislature, the House and Senate remain far apart on 
the one bill they're required to pass before the session ends. 05/08/20174:05

05/10/2017 News The Marfa City Council Tuesday evening voted to re-establish a city police department. 05/10/20171:50

05/12/2017 News

Texas lawmakers wrap up a very busy week at the Capitol today. Thursday had a little bit of everything 
that you’ll find at the end of a legislative session.

05/12/20172:30



05/15/2017 News

On Sunday a wildland fire broke out in the backcountry of the Big Bend National Park, leaving traces of 
smoke throughout the area and the fire has forced the park to temporarily close all facilities, trails and 
campgrounds in the Chisos Basin as a precaution 05/15/20171:15

05/15/2017 News
Should companies be more public about how climate change will impact their finances? An international 
task force says yes, they should. but some analysts are now saying it’s not such a great idea. 05/15/20171:30

05/15/2017 News

 There are only two-weeks left of this legislative session and lawmakers are scrambling to get their  bills 
across the finish line.  Texas Public Radio’s Ryan Poppe reports this week, school finance will be among the 
many issues getting attention. 05/15/20171:25

05/15/2017 News

Civil Asset Forfeiture. Law enforcement groups call it a vital tool in the war on drugs. But critics on the left 
and the right say it’s a practice prone to abuse, and it needs to be limited. The process lets law 
enforcement agents seize property and cash they suspect is related to criminal activity -- without proving 
the crime itself. Two states have banned asset forfeiture and nearly a dozen have restricted its use. This 
session, there’s a bipartisan effort to add Texas to that list. 05/15/20175:30

05/15/2017 News

State Senator Carlos Uresti –A Democrat whose district covers Pecos...Fort Stockton and Big Bend– is 
facing two indictments that were handed up by a federal grand jury on Tuesday   Joey Palacios reports the 
federal government believes Uresti was participating in a ponzi scheme.

05/15/20171:20

05/15/2017 News
There’s more recoverable oil in a part of west texas than scientists previously thought. A new report from 
the u.s. geological survey is just the latest sign that the nation’s top oilfield will continue to attract drillers. 05/15/20171:15

05/18/2017 News

Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick is threatening to force the Texas Legislature into special session.Patrick 
says he'll block legislation needed to keep the state government running, unless the House passes the 
Senate's property tax reform and bathroom bills.

05/18/20171:20

05/23/2017 News
The state funded legal aid clinic known as the Texas Civil Rights Project has filed a federal lawsuit that 
challenges the recently adopted Texas Senate Bill 4, a bill that critics say opens the door to racial profiling. 05/23/20170:39

05/23/2017 News

Texas has seen an unusual spike in women dying during pregnancy or shortly after, and now the state 
legislature is moving to strengthen investigations into pregnancy-related deaths. As It’s one of the few 
efforts during this year’s legislative session aimed at tackling the state’s sharp rise in maternal deaths. 05/23/20170:41

05/24/2017 News

A new study released this month looks at whether an increase in earnings for non-college educated men 
leads to -- among other things -- a boost in marriage rates. And to find that answer researchers looked at a 
notorious example of good money made quickly: the fracking boom.

05/24/20171:11

05/24/2017 News
The final days of any Texas Legislative session are filled with tension. Sleepless nights coupled with long 
debates can fray the nerves 05/24/20171:20

05/25/2017 News
Beginning this weekend, Balmorhea state Park plans to cap the amount of daily visitors the park sees. The 
move is – in part – an effort to help preserve the area. 05/25/20171:06

05/25/2017 News
School buses might get a bit safer in the state of texas. We’ve been following this legislation for little over 
a month now...and a seat belt law for school buses has passed its’ final hurdle to the governor’s des 05/25/20171:20



05/25/2017 News

Legislation to reform school funding is now “dead.”  That’s what Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick said in a statement 
late Wednesday. At least a half billion dollars is now lost with the bill.

05/25/20172:00

05/29/2017 News
The Texas Legislature has passed a 217 billion dollar budget.The House and Senate voted this weekend to 
approve the package to fund the state government through August 2019. 05/29/20171:08

05/29/2017 News

The current legislative session ends today at the Texas Capitol, putting to rest, at least for now, escalating 
tension between the House and the Senate. Lawmakers filed more than 10,000 bills and resolutions for 
consideration and approved fewer than 4,000. Of those, only about a fourth were actual policy changes. 
Some bills were killed by deadlines or politics, many of them dying in the rift between the two chambers. 

05/29/20172:23

05/29/2017 News

A bill making schools more accountable for cyberbullying is now waiting for Governor Greg Abbott to sign 
it into law. Texas Public Radio’s Ryan Poppe reports the final unanimous vote in the legislature brought 
lawmakers to their feet.

05/29/20171:06

05/30/2017 News

State lawmakers have ended the 85th Legislative session; some leaving the state capitol with tempers still 
flared over some of the controversial bills passed this session and others angry about the bills that died 
during the process.  But they may all get a chance to “make up” if Gov. Greg Abbott calls a special session 
this summer. 05/30/20171:45

05/30/2017 News
Emotions boiled over on the last day of this legislative session, leading to threats of physical violence and 
gunplay between lawmakers. 05/30/20171:17

05/30/2017 News The 85 th Texas Legislative session has come to an end. But lawmakers may be back at work soon. 05/30/20170:57

06/01/2017 News

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi came to Dallas yesterday to raise money for her party’s congressional 
candidates. KERA’s Christopher Connelly reports that before she rubbed elbows with donors, the long-
time Democratic leader talked to her base about healthcare, the economy and resisting President Trump’s 
agenda.

06/01/20172:10

06/01/2017 News

The legislative session just ended this week, and, after 140 days of proposals, politicking, and press 
conferences...we’re catching up on what actually passed, and how it’ll change Texas. Perhaps the biggest 
disappointment of Texas’s 85th legislature was the demise of a bill that would have added more than half 
a billion dollars in funding for the state’s public schools. But a lot of lawmaking DID happen on the 
education front, and today we’ve got reporters from across the state bringing us the highlights.

06/01/20174:08
06/01/2017 News Exxon-Mobil shareholders have approved a push for more climate change reporting from the oil giant. 06/01/20170:37

06/02/2017 News
The Presidio-Ojinaga port of entry is officially getting a makeover. The 10-million dollar project has been in 
the works for a while now, and will see the development of new bridges and a pedestrian path.  06/02/20170:54

06/02/2017 News

For the past several years a group of researchers has been travelling up and down Texas moving dirt from 
one place to another. Now, they think they may have made a breakthrough. As KUT’s Mose Buchele 
reports, it has to do with how we understand, and battle, climate change. 06/02/20172:12



06/02/2017 News

The City of San Antonio is suing the state of Texas to stop the implementation of the newly passed 
sanctuary cities ban. Texas Public Radio’s Joey Palacios reports city officials claim it will prevent local police 
authorities from protecting their communities. 06/02/20172:13

06/06/2017 News
Pharmacists who choose not to fill prescriptions based on their religious beliefs will now be protected 
from any disciplinary action thanks to a bill passed during the just completed legislative session. 06/06/20172:13

06/06/2017 News

You may have seen Google cars driving around the state before, recording pictures for the company’s 
online maps. Well, recently a team of researchers, lead by an engineer at the University of Texas at Austin, 
decided to put air pollution monitors on those cars 06/06/20170:35

06/06/2017 News

People between the ages of 20 and 36 have one thing in common: they’re lumped into what has been 
dubbed the “millennial generation”. A year ago, Millennials surpassed Baby Boomers as the largest living 
generation.. making them a driving force behind trends in shopping. But it’s what Millennials are not 
buying that caught the attention of Houston 06/06/20173:20

06/07/2017 News

here hasn't been a new refinery built in the United States in more than 40 years. But there are now two 
proposals to build refineries in Texas. And it's all tied to servicing Mexico's newly deregulated oil and gas 
markets and Mexico's need for more gasoline and diesel. 06/07/20170:36

06/07/2017 News

Texas lawmakers are heading back to Austin this summer for a special legislative session. Governor Greg 
Abbott called the 30-day session yesterday afternoon so lawmakers could pass legislation that keeps a 
handful of state agencies, including the state medical board, open and operating. 06/07/20172:37

06/07/2017 News

The Governor is calling lawmakers back to Austin to complete the work he wanted them to do in the first 
session. That’s where a number of high profile measures went down in flames, in part because the “Big 
Three” Republican leaders who control the flow of bills don’t always agree.  There’s Lt. Gov Dan Patrick in 
the Senate.  Gov. Greg Abbott with his veto pen.  And Speaker Joe Straus of San Antonio who oversees the 
House.
 

06/07/20173:38

06/07/2017 News

Domestic violence victims are often women, but not only women. In Texas one in three men report facing 
intimate partner violence in their lifetimes. This month the Texas nonprofit The Family Place opened one 
of the country’s first shelters exclusively for battered men and their families. 06/07/20175:56

06/08/2017 News
There are big changes happening at the Environmental Protection Agency and Houston Public media’s 
Travis Bubenik has a look at how Texas is reacting to those changes 06/08/20173:18

06/09/2017 News

The Navy’s USS Gabrielle Giffords is being commissioned on Saturday in a ceremony at Pier 21 at the Port 
of Galveston. Ed Mayberry got a look at this new class of warship, which is named for the former 
Congresswoman who was wounded in an assassination attempt in 2011. 06/09/20171:23

06/09/2017 News

Every four years, the Van Cliburn International Piano Competition challenges each pianist with a brief new 
work they  must play in public. It’s a challenge for the composer too, who hopes to write a work that’s 
technically demanding while offering room for individual interpretation. For the first time, the Cliburn 
commissioned a composer outside the US and  Bill Zeeble spoke to him about hearing his piece performed 
- 30 times - at the competition. 

06/09/20174:14



06/12/2017 News

Today the company behind the Trans Pecos Pipeline announced nearly 3 million dollars in donations to 
counties and projects in West Texas where the pipeline either crosses or is near. Carlos Morales reports 
the donations benefit areas that were both hesitant and welcoming of the pipeline. 06/12/20171:30

06/12/2017 News
This summer, Governor Greg Abbott wants lawmakers to tackle a slew of issues for Texas schools. And 
some of his wish-list could replay one of the biggest battles in Texas education. 06/12/20171:18

06/12/2017 News
A recent ruling from a San Antonio federal judge may be at odds with the implementation of the state’s 
new sanctuary cities law 06/12/20171:32

06/12/2017 News

Texas faired better than other states in a survey of potentially-toxic chemicals in drinking water. but the 
group behind the research says the chemicals may be more widespread than what’s been reported.

06/12/20171:13

06/13/2017 News
Gas prices could hit a 12 year low this summer. And Texas could see levels much lower than analysts 
thought they’d be in some parts of the country.... So, what’s going on? 06/13/20170:49

06/13/2017 News
“De-regulating” the texas electricity market “delivered what was intended.” That’s the takeaway from a 
new study of the price you pay for electricity. 06/13/20171:03

06/13/2017 News
Gov. Greg Abbott made some cuts in the Legislature’s two-year state budget before signing it into law on 
Monday. 06/13/20171:03

06/14/2017 News
A former Harris County sheriff's deputy and her husband were arraigned on Tuesday. The two have been 
charged with murder in the choking death of John Hernandez outside a Denny’s restaurant. 06/14/20171:11

06/14/2017 News

Environmental groups are continuing work to clean up galveston bay. About half the bay is off-limits to 
oyster harvesting because of high bacteria levels. but 2017 could prove to be a big year for efforts to fix 
that 06/14/20171:12

06/14/2017 News
President Trump is soon expected to announce that could tighten restrictions on travel and trade with 
Cuba. Such a move would end the thaw in Cuban-American relations, begun under President Obama. 06/14/20171:08

06/15/2017 News
Texas is helping the nation set records for renewable energy. Wind and solar power hit record highs this 
spring, mostly thanks to the lone star state. 06/15/20171:10

06/20/2017 News

A report out this week from the Academy of Medicine, Engineering and Science of Texas finds that oil and 
gas drilling has led to environmental stresses. But the study is also calling for more research to better 
understand the just what changes oil production may bring 06/20/20171:15

06/20/2017 News

Governor Greg Abbott signed a bill last week that would increase postpartum depression screenings for 
low-income women in the state. According to state estimates, about 200 thousand mothers in Texas will 
be eligible for the screening each year.

06/20/20172:37

06/22/2017 News

About a hundred people gathered in front of Fort Worth City Hall last night to call on the City Council to 
join a lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of Senate Bill 4. That’s the new Texas law banning so-called 
sanctuary cities -- it puts penalties in place for communities that don’t comply with federal immigration 
authorities.

06/22/20171:10

06/23/2017 News
All this week the town of Terlingua has had limited water supply. Officials believe a lightning strike 
damaged the motor of the town’s primary water well. 06/23/20171:00



06/23/2017 News

A group representing cities, counties, and other organizations that want to prevent the implementation of 
a new Texas law banning sanctuary cities, previews its legal arguments for stopping the law from going 
into effect. 06/23/20171:02

06/23/2017 News
Beginning today, railroad advocates in nearly 30 cities across the U.S. are holding rallies to protest the 
potential loss of funding to Amtrak, as outlined in the budget proposed by the White House. 06/23/20170:59

06/23/2017 News A Victoria, Texas resident has been accused of a hate crime for starting a fire at a mosque in january. 06/23/20171:08

06/26/2017 News
All last week, Study Butte and Terlingua were under a severe water shortage. Despite efforts to provide 
the area with some water over the weekend, the shortage continues today 06/26/20171:01

06/26/2017 News

A patients' rights bill will get a second chance at life when the Texas Legislature returns for the special 
session. The measure would require the consent of the patient before a hospital can put a "Do Not 
Resuscitate" order in the patient's chart. 06/26/20171:09

06/26/2017 News

This past weekend, demonstrations were held in nearly 30 cities and towns across the U.S. to protest the 
potential loss of federal subsidies to Amtrak. Stations across Texas could face closure, including several in 
West Texas 06/26/20172:14

06/26/2017 News

Researchers say there’s a lot left to learn about the impacts of oil and gas drilling. A review of shale drilling 
science found benefits – and consequences – from the industry’s growth across Texas. Travis Bubenik 
looks into what we still don’t know 06/26/20172:12

06/26/2017 News
A federal judge heard arguments this morning from cities, counties and other organizations that want to 
prevent the implementation of a new Texas law banning sanctuary cities. 06/26/20173:34

06/27/2017 News
Texas cattle ranchers are happy about a new ban on fresh beef from brazil. the u-s department of 
agriculture last week announced the import suspension due to health concerns. 06/27/20171:04

06/27/2017 News

The state’s anti-sanctuary cities law had its day in court Monday. The largest cities in Texas are suing the 
state over the law’s constitutionality. Protesters surrounded the San Antonio Courthouse to voice their 
opposition to the law. 06/27/20171:25

06/27/2017 News
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder is a common problem among military veterans. Now, UT Health San 
Antonio is launching a statewide program to train more mental health providers how to treat P-T-S-D. 06/27/20171:32

06/27/2017 News

In the Davis Mountains of far West Texas you’ll come across vegetation and animals you’d be hard pressed 
to find anywhere else in the state. Take for instance – the The Rocky Mountain Ponderosa Pine – a soaring 
tree that’s only found in two other areas in Texas. But in the Davis Mountains….over the last decade….up 
to 75 percent of the trees’ population has been lost. 06/27/20173:48

06/30/2017 News

One San Antonio police officer is fighting for his life, another is in serious condition, and a suspect involved 
is dead. Texas public radio’s Joey Palacios reports the officers were responding to a suspicious persons call 
Thursday afternoon when they became targets. 06/30/20170:53

06/30/2017 News
More texans are traveling than ever before over the fourth of july holiday weekend. most are traveling by 
car, but air travel is expected to be up. 06/30/20170:52

06/30/2017 News

Five months into the Trump administration, more than a dozen federal court appointments in Texas 
remain vacant. The White House also has yet to appoint U-S attorneys for the four districts of Texas. 
Andrew Schneider dug into what the delays mean for the state's judicial system 06/30/20171:09



4/4/2017 West Texas Talk

West Texas Inauguration Road Trip: On a cold and rainy Saturday after the inauguration of President 
Donald Trump, this radio station sent seven reporters across west Texas (Marfa, Alpine, Fort Davis, 
Balmorhea, Presidio, Midland, Odessa, Fort Stockton, and Coyanosa) to hear from the listeners of this 
station to hear the wide range of how everyone was feeling about our new president. 6:30:00 PM0:20:00

4/5/2017 West Texas Talk

Producer in Residence Scott Carrier: Scott Carrier produces the podcast “Home of the Brave,” and has 
contributed to several radio and print outlets like “This American Life.” He came to our station as our first 
producer in residence, a new program we initiated to encourage mentorship of young producers and 
coverage of the region. In this episode, Elise Pepple talks to Carrier about how he got started in radio, and 
the story he worked on during his time spent in the Big Bend. 6:30:00 PM0:29:24

4/6/2017 West Texas Talk

Boom or Bust- A Collection and Study of Energy Narratives: Elise Pepple speaks to Professor Jason Lagapa 
about UT PB’s project “to help promote understanding Permian Basin’s energy and economic resources 
from a humanistic perspective.” This project is funded by the National Endowment for the Arts, and 
includes a speaker series, writing workshops and book clubs. 6:30:00 PM0:26:08

4/7/2017 West Texas Talk

Joan Naviyuk Kane, Lannan Fellow: On this episode of West Texas Talk, Laura Copelin sits down with Joan 
Naviyuk Kane, the current Lannan Fellow. Kane is a poet from Anchorage Alaska and is the author of the 
poetry collections Hyperboreal (2013), which Arthur Sze chose for the Donald Hall Prize in Poetry, and The 
Cormorant Hunter’s Wife (2009). Her honors include a Whiting Writers’ Award and a Creative Vision 
Award from United States Artists as well as fellowships and residencies from the Native Arts and Cultures 
Foundation, the Rasmuson Foundation, the Alaska State Council on the Arts, and the School for Advanced 
Research. She lives in Anchorage. 6:30:00 PM0:26:15

4/11/2017 West Texas Talk

Dr. Fred Beach From University of Texas at Austin’s Energy Institute: Lorne Matalon discusses the U.S.-
China relationship and China’s energy policy with Dr Fred Beach, a senior researcher focused on energy 
policy at the University of Texas at Austin’s Energy Institute. The discussion focuses on China’s energy 
policy and its relationship with the U.S. 6:30:00 PM0:28:24

4/12/2017 West Texas Talk

Weather Spotting Classes Come to West Texas: In order to get a jump on the spring and summer storms, 
the NWS will be hosting weather spotting classes throughout West Texas over the next few weeks. They’re 
called SKYWARN classes, and they’re led by Mark Strobin. He’s a Warning Coordination Meteorologist with 
the National Weather Service and he’s our guest tonight on West Texas Talk. We talk about the limits of 
radar technology, the impact weather spotters have on NWS forecasts, and weather spotting as an act of 
community service. 6:30:00 PM0:21:27

4/13/2017 West Texas Talk

The Hard Truth: Lauren Hunt and Mathew Largent of Austin-based Americana Duo The Hard Truth joined 
Jackson Wisdorf in Marfa Public Radio’s Studio A for an interview and in-studio performance – including 
songs from their debut album Gentle Lies and a sneak peak of their upcoming album. 6:30:00 PM0:24:39

4/14/2017 West Texas Talk

Photographer Daniel Lombardi Captures Border Geography: Daniel Lombardi is a photographer who 
works on long-term documentary photography projects. He spent six weeks traveling along the border 
from West Texas to California, photographing politically contentious landscapes. From border villages to 
border cities he photographed the walls and fences built years ago and he hiked up rugged mountains to 
photograph the landscapes that could still be divided by a wall. 6:30:00 PM0:27:51



4/18/2017 West Texas Talk

Marfa Live Arts Playwright-In-Residence Georgina Escobar: Marfa Live Arts’ 2017 playwright-in-residence 
Georgina Escobar will present her new play BEACONS on Wednesday, April 19, 2017, at the Crowley 
Theater. The show will be performed by Mindy Leanse with support by actors from the community. During 
her time in Marfa, Escobar will also teach Marfa Live Arts’ 6th Annual Playwriting Workshop with Marfa 
High School students April 17-21, 2017. 6:30:00 PM0:25:05

4/19/2017 West Texas Talk

Katherine Hayhoe: On this episode of West Texas Talk, Elise Pepple speaks to Katherine Hayhoe, known as 
the climate evangelist. Hayhoe is a renowned Physicist and Atmospheric Scientist who is also Director of 
the Climate Science Center at Texas Tech University. 6:30:00 PM0:19:33

4/20/2017 West Texas Talk

West Texas Water Symposium: On this episode of West Texas Talk, we hear from Trey Gerfers, the 
president of the Big Bend Conservation Alliance. They’re hosting a Water Symposium Saturday, April 22nd 
at the Granada Theatre in Alpine. The symposium centers on water issues in the state and you will be able 
to learn about where where water comes from, and the laws and policies that govern its use. 6:30:00 PM0:26:18

4/21/2017 West Texas Talk

Cedar Sigo: Natalie Melendez sits down with Lannan Poet in-residence Cedar Sigo. Sigo studied writing and 
poetics on scholarship at The Naropa Institute in Boulder, Colorado, and has spent time learning from 
poetic greats such as Allen Ginsberg, Anne Waldman, and Joanne Kyger, among other poets. 6:30:00 PM0:25:22

4/25/2017 West Texas Talk

Alan Vana Tribute: On this episode of West Texas Talk, we celebrate one of our community members who 
passed away, Alan Vana. Alan was a professional bodybuilder, physical trainer, and the owner of Ironheart 
Bodybuilding and Fitness Gym in Marfa, which opened in 2009 in a building on the southeastern part of 
town, and later relocated to the old Masonic Lodge on the downtown corner of Highland and Texas 
streets. 6:30:00 PM0:23:54

4/26/2017 West Texas Talk

Chinati Education Foundation’s High School Murals: Diana Nyugen and Zoe Kurland go to Marfa ISD and 
interview the students and teachers on their latest project: large scale murals depicting what the students 
see as “their Marfa.” We hear from Michael Roach, Mary Mois, Adele Powers and Aurelié Rocha about the 
lessons behind the pieces, the inspiration, and the process. 6:30:00 PM0:12:35

4/27/2017 West Texas Talk

Live Storytelling Event: “Crossing the Divide” PART 1: Our live storytelling event, “Crossing the Divide” 
that happened on April 18. Big thanks to Megan Wilde, Fabiola Muniz of KSRU campus radio, all of the 
storytellers, and the Sul Ross Departments of Fine Arts, Communication, Languages, and Literature for 
making this program possible. 6:30:00 PM0:24:00

4/28/2017 West Texas Talk

Live Storytelling Event: “Crossing the Divide” PART 2: Our live storytelling event, “Crossing the Divide” 
that happened on April 18. Big thanks to Megan Wilde, Fabiola Muniz of KSRU campus radio, all of the 
storytellers, and the Sul Ross Departments of Fine Arts, Communication, Languages, and Literature for 
making this program possible. 6:30:00 PM0:28:20

5/2/2017 West Texas Talk

Marfa Live Arts Student One-Act Plays: On this episode of West Texas Talk, we are joined in the studio by 
participants of the Marfa Live Arts 6th Annual Playwriting Workshop. From April 17th through April 21nd 
nearly 100 plays were written during the workshop taught by Juarez/New York City playwright Georgina 
Escobar during Marfa High School English classes. One winning play and one honorable mention have been 
chosen from each grade. Winning plays will be presented to the public with adult and student actors from 
the community. 6:30:00 PM0:18:38



5/3/2017 West Texas Talk

Jack Sharp: On this episode of West Texas Talk, we hear from Jack Sharp, he’s a professor of hydrogeology 
at the University of Texas at Austin. Part of Sharp’s area of research includes how urbanization can affect 
water resources. In this conversation Sharp talks about his work, what some of the dangers to ground 
water are, and the need for more research. “If we don’t know what we have, how can we really manage 
it,” Sharp says. “How can we use it effectively?” 6:30:00 PM0:24:09

5/4/2017 West Texas Talk

Presidio County Historical Commission: For this episode, Diana Nguyen talks to Mike Green and Jeanne 
Simpson, two commissioners on the Presidio County Historical Commission. Green and Simpson talk about 
the mission of the organization, the current projects, and the commission’s fundraiser for restoration, 
preservation, and historical markers. 6:30:00 PM0:28:15

5/5/2017 West Texas Talk

Lannan Resident: Kimberle Crenshaw: A conversation between Rachel Monroe and current Lannan 
writer-in-residence, Kimberle Crenshaw. Crenshaw is a professor of law at Columbia and UCLA and is one 
of the founders of Critical Race Theory and is the person who developed the theory of intersectionality, 
both of which have become prominent lenses through which to consider personhood and political life in 
our country. 6:30:00 PM0:27:23

5/9/2017 West Texas Talk

Master Naturalist Faith Gay: Diana Nguyen talks to Faith Gay about the Tierra Grande Master Naturalist 
Program in the Big Bend. The certification encourages continuing education on the region’s flora and fauna 
and gives participants access to regions not generally open tot he public. 6:30:00 PM0:21:28

5/10/2017 West Texas Talk

Reporter in Residence Mónica Ortiz Uribe: Elise Pepple sits down with reporter in residence Mónica Ortiz 
Uribe. They talk about the qualities of a great journalist and the importance of telling the stories of those 
who are not often heard. Monica goes into her career, talking about key moments in her career where she 
was able to gain perspective on her own life and position, for example, what it meant to be able to cover a 
drug war in Juarez during the day and return home to El Paso at night when many of her colleagues did not 
have that luxury. 6:30:00 PM0:29:38

5/11/2017 West Texas Talk

Sondre Lerche Passes Through Marfa: Sondre Lerche sits down with Elise Pepple to talk about lullabies, 
heartbreak, and the newest album, Pleasure. The musician plays an acoustic version of the song, “I Know 
Something That’s Gonna Break Your Heart.” 6:30:00 PM0:23:17

5/12/2017 West Texas Talk

Shara and Mona do Improv! Diana Nguyen and Zoe Kurland sit down in the studio with Shara Ton and 
Mona Thompson, two full-time improvisors taking a road trip through the country. Mona talks about her 
improv company in the Bay Area and the process of teaching Silicon Valley Tech Moguls how to be human. 
Shara speaks on her radical career shift from writing sex tips in Men’s Health Magazine to going to clown 
school in San Francisco and how she feels about the widespread fear of clowns. 6:30:00 PM0:28:59

5/16/2017 West Texas Talk

With Pronghorn Population Rebounding, New Concerns Arise: At its historic low, the pronghorn 
population wilted to roughly 3,700 in 2011. Today it has rebounded to about 6,000, and researchers say 
that has brought new problems. As female pronghorns are beginning to fawn, they’re heading into new 
areas and crossing roads — where they can potentially be hit by passing vehicles. This is one of the new 
issues facing researchers as they hope to strengthen pronghorn numbers. 6:30:00 PM0:21:42



5/17/2017 West Texas Talk

Mike Conaway: On this episode of West Texas Talk, we hear from congressman Mike Conaway whose 
district includes Odessa and Midland. In April, the republican congressman took over the House 
Intelligence Committee’s investigation into Russian interfering in the 2016 election. This conversation was 
recorded Monday May 15, before reports that former FBI Director James Comey — in a memo — recalled 
a meeting in the Oval Office, in which President Donald Trump asked Comey to end the federal 
investigation into the president’s former national security advisory, Michael Flynn…who was fired after it 
became clear flynn had contact with Russian officials about sanctions on the country, prior to the 
president’s inauguration. 6:30:00 PM0:23:39

5/18/2017 West Texas Talk

Gabbie Paulo of the Midland County System of Care on Mental Healthcare in West Texas:Diana Nguyen 
talks to Gabbie Paulo, a spokesperson for the Midland County System of Care. The organization helps 
families and youth in the juvenile justice system by connecting them to mental health care in the area. In 
this program, we discuss access to resources, challenges to improving mental health care in west texas, 
and stigma of mental illness. 6:30:00 PM0:27:34

5/19/2017 West Texas Talk

Jaclyn Garcia, History Wunderkind: On this episode of West Texas Talk, we are joined in the studio by 
Jaclyn Garcia, a Valentine High School student who has been competing in the history fair for the last 6 
years and has finally made it to nationals with her presentation on the French Revolution. We are also 
joined by her sponsor, Bianca Porras, who has been working with Jaclyn since she first began competing 
and will be accompanying her to Maryland. 6:30:00 PM0:14:35

5/23/2017 West Texas Talk

Marfa Sounding 2017: On this edition of West Texas Talk, a conversation with Marfa Live Arts Board 
President Nina Martin and Curator Jennifer Burris Staton about the details behind his year’s Marfa 
Sounding, happening Memorial Day weekend.

This concert series emerges from a 2015 residency hosted by Fieldwork: Marfa – An international research 
program for emerging artists, curators, and researchers sponsored by two major European art schools. 6:30:00 PM0:29:00

5/24/2017 West Texas Talk

Youth Media Podcast: From I Love Dick to tourism-oriented media, Marfa has been in the news a lot 
lately. Today on West Texas Talk, we feature a podcast produced by our Youth Media student reporters 
about their lives in Marfa. The podcast was produced by 10 high school students at Marfa ISD with help 
from Sally Beauvais and Zoe Kurland. It includes segments on tourism, housing, cruising around town (a 
favorite student pastime), Marfa’s various forms of trailer park, and The xx’s music video shoot in Marfa. 6:30:00 PM0:28:22

5/25/2017 West Texas Talk

Dancers Rashaun Mitchell and Silas Reiner: On this episode of West Texas Talk, Elise Pepple and curator 
Jennifer Burris Staton talk with modern dancers Rashaun Mitchell and Silas Riener. The dancers met while 
in the Merce Cunningham Dance Company, and now perform together in non-traditional spaces, such as 
barns, abandoned buildings and, now, ranch land. The dancers discuss their ideas around ritual, 
improvisation, and blurring the barriers between performers and audience members. 6:30:00 PM0:24:07

5/26/2017 West Texas Talk

The Lonesome Heroes and Whippoorwill: On this edition of West Texas Talk, a double dose of music live 
from the Marfa Public Radio studios  – Provided by The Lonesome Heroes (Austin) and Whippoorwill 
(Colorado). 6:30:00 PM0:25:50

5/30/2017 West Texas Talk

Director David Brown Discusses Documentary "Agave is Life:" David Brown is an archeologist, 
anthropologist, and co-directed the 2014 documentary “Agave is Life” with partner Meredith Dreiss. In this 
program, Brown and Nguyen discuss the importance of agave to cultures of Mexico and the American 
Southwest. 6:30:00 PM0:22:51



5/31/2017 West Texas Talk

Photographer Joel Salcido Discusses "Alienta a Tequila:" Joel Salcido is a fine art photographer based in 
Austin, but grew up in El Paso and worked as a photojournalist for several years at the El Paso Times. 
Salcido’s work is in permanent collections all around Texas, and he has taken photographs all over the 
world.

The exhibit “Aliento A Tequila” first opened in Marfa in 2013, but returns for the upcoming Agave Festival 
from June 1-4th. Nguyen and Salcido discuss the tequila-making process and how this project came to be.  6:30:00 PM0:25:10

6/1/2017 West Texas Talk

Artist Turned archaeologist Carolyn Boyd: In this episode, Elise Pepple speaks with Dr. Carolyn Boyd, an 
artist turned anthropologist who has been studying ancient murals in the Lower Pecos Canyonlands for the 
last 25 years. Her work is revolutionizing the understanding of North American rock art. 6:30:00 PM0:25:32

6/2/2017 West Texas Talk

Jenny Parott & Gary Newcomb: On this edition of West Texas Talk, an in-studio performance from Austin-
based Jenny Parrot with a little guitar help from Gary Newcomb.

Jenny is from what she calls the “Live Music Capital of Southern Connecticut” aka  New Haven, CT – and 
Gary originally hails from Boise, Idaho – But both are now based in Austin.

In the interview Jenny talks about how her love of Spanish and social care brought her to Texas, Gary talks 
about his musical start playing the clarinet, and we learn the different ways of pronouncing the word 
“both” 6:30:00 PM0:24:13

6/6/2017 West Texas Talk

Amy Hardberger: Texas Groundwater 101: On this episode of West Texas Talk, we hear from Amy 
Hardberger. She’s an associate dean and professor with St. Mary’s School of Law. Her work revolves 
around Texas groundwater law, water conservation and valuation. 6:30:00 PM0:26:56

6/7/2017 West Texas Talk

Robert Potts: President and CEO of the Dixon Water Foundation:  On this episode of West Texas Talk, 
Elise sits down with Robert Potts, the President and CEO of the Dixon Water Foundation. There’s a famous 
Mark Twain quote: “Whisky’s for drinking and water’s for fighting over,” and it seems to apply especially 
to West Texas. Water is cheap but that doesn’t mean it’s not extremely valuable. Part of making sure that 
it doesn’t go to waste is learning more about how best to manage the land it runs through. In this 
interview, Potts discusses good land management tactics, the message of the Dixon Water Foundation, 
and the often underestimated importance of ranching in the desert ecosystem. 6:30:00 PM0:22:36

6/8/2017 West Texas Talk

Emily Roboteau: On this episode of West Texas Talk, Elise sits down with author and Lannan Fellow Emily 
Raboteau. Raboteau is the author of a novel, The Professor’s Daughter (Henry Holt) and a work of creative 
nonfiction, Searching for Zion (Grove/Atlantic), named a best book of 2013 by The Huffington Post and The 
San Francisco Chronicle, a finalist for the Hurston Wright Legacy Award, grand prize winner of the New 
York Book Festival, and winner of a 2014 American Book Award. 6:30:00 PM0:26:26

6/9/2017 West Texas Talk

Lannan Resident: Chinelo Okparanta: On tonight’s West Texas Talk, a conversation with Lannan writer-in-
residence Chinelo Okparanta. Okparanta Under the Udala Trees (2015) and Happiness, Like Water (2013). 
One of Granta’s six New Voices for 2012, she was a finalist for the 2014 Rolex Mentor and Protégé Arts 
Initiative and was short-listed for the 2013 Caine Prize in African Writing. 6:30:00 PM0:24:27

6/13/2017 West Texas Talk

Professor and Director Brett Scott: On this episode of West Texas Talk, Zoe Kurland speaks with Bret 
Scott, an assistant professor at Sul Ross State University and the director of The 39 Steps from the Theatre 
of the Big Bend. Scott talks about his time as a working actor, and about teaching film at the Red Sea 
Institute of Cinematic Arts in Aqaba, Jordan. 6:30:00 PM0:16:50



6/14/2017 West Texas Talk

State of the Station: General manager Elise Pepple updates listeners about what’s been happening at the 
station. There are several new initiatives such as live storytelling events, the independent producer fund, a 
residency program, and the station’s public radio think tank. 6:30:00 PM0:16:21

6/15/2016 West Texas Talk

Midland's Summer Mummers: On tonight’s West Texas Talk, Elise Pepple speaks with Timothy Jebsen and 
Justin Tate from Midland Community Theatre. They’re performing in the 69th season of Summer 
Mummers, one of the longest running staged melodramas in the country. They discuss how the 
performers first got involved in theater, why comedy is important, and why you shouldn’t wear nice 
clothes (or fancy rings) to the show. 6:30:00 PM0:21:53

6/16/17 West Texas Talk

Father's Day Stories: In celebration of Father’s Day, we reached out to our listeners to tell us stories about 
their dads. Thanks to Cate Cole Schrim, Charlotte Browning, Martin and Alvin Dreyer, Lauren Furr, Chloe 
Gallagher and Mike Green for sharing their stories. 6:30:00 PM0:16:03

6/20/17 West Texas Talk

Florists Mark and Jane Knox: They reflect on 57 years in the floral business running Mark Knox Flowers, 
the numerous leadership positions they’ve both held in the city of Odessa (and beyond), and the special 
role of flowers in the Permian Basin. Don’t miss these lovely stories: From the customer that always 
complained to choosing the right blooms for a 92-year-old. 6:30:00 PM0:22:39

6/21/17 West Texas Talk

Charlotte Reemts: We hear from Charlotte Reemts, a research and monitoring ecologist with the Nature 
Conservancy in Texas. She talks to us about the conservancy’s role in Texas, its collaboration with the 
Texas A&M Forest Service on “Operation Ponderosa”, and what makes the Davis Mountains so unique. 6:30:00 PM0:22:35

6/22/17 West Texas Talk
Siamese: On tonight’s episode of West Texas Talk,Jackson Wisdorf is joined in the Marfa Public Radio 
studios by Siamese , who recently played at El Cosmico in Marfa. 6:30:00 PM0:20:41

6/23/17 West Texas Talk

DJ Bigface & Chulita Vinyl Club: They’re the instructors of the DJ Camp, put on in collaboration with 
Ballroom Marfa for Marfa ISD’s Summer Shakeup program. During the camp, the kids are learning the 
basics of DJing, from building a playlist to spinning and scratching. 6:30:00 PM0:19:09

6/27/17 West Texas Talk

John Trischitti: Midland County’s Library Director John Trischitti, better known as Mr. T, has put Midland 
on the map as one of the state’s top libraries. In 2014, he won Texas Librarian of the year, and one of his 
passions is literacy. In March 2017, Trischitti gave a Ted Talk at Abilene Christian University about the 
larger implications of illiteracy. Nguyen and John discuss the correlation between illiteracy and lower 
income, poor health, and greater inequality. 6:30:00 PM0:24:08

6/28/17 West Texas Talk

Mayor Anne Marie Nafziger: She talks about the latest developments the city is undertaking – including 
re-establishing the town’s police department and affordable housing. She also talks  about in-town 
divisions — and how she sees herself and the council addressing them 6:30:00 PM0:28:10

6/29/17 West Texas Talk
Randy Ham: Elise Pepple talks to Executive Director Randy Ham about the council’s upcoming 
programming and the importance of the arts to the Odessa community. 6:30:00 PM0:20:00

6/30/17 West Texas Talk

Johnny Sufficool: John Sufficool first came to West Texas in the late seventies. Since then, he’s bounced 
around all over the region and has become a well-known resident in the Trans-Pecos for his gardening 
abilities, distinctive art, sotol production, and much more. Nguyen and Sufficool discuss his history in West 
Texas, his gardening, and his process for creating art cars which have become famous over the years. 6:30:00 PM0:21:45


