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Date First Aired
Name of 
Program Episode Description Broadcast Time Duration

01/03/17 West Texas Talk

The Cactus Blossoms: Elise Pepple chats with Jack Torrey and Page Burkum –the brothers behind the band known as The Cactus Blossoms.
They talk about how they started playing professionally, the role of storytelling in their music, and where the name the Cactus Blossoms comes from. They also 
play a few songs. 6:30:00 PM 0:21:52

1/4/2017 West Texas Talk

Mathias Svalina-Dream Deliverer: After Mathias Svalina lost a job as a teacher he needed to find a quick way to pay the bills. So he started a business delivering 
dreams in the middle of the night — by bike. It’s called Dream Delivery Service.Elise Pepple talks with Mathias about how the project came about, stories from 
the road, and why he prefers not to know too much about his clients. 6:30:00 PM 0:20:55

1/5/2017 West Texas Talk

Maia Ruth Lee & Peter Sutherland: Maia was living in Nepal back in 2010. She was sure she recognized Peter’s name when he popped up in a friend’s Facebook 
feed. Some quick Googling confirmed her hunch, so she sent him a message and invited him to Nepal. Turns out, he’d long been looking for an excuse to go. 
Artist Maia Ruth Lee and photographer Peter Sutherland tell Elise Pepple about their personal and creative lives, what they’re working on now, and why they 
like spending so much time on the road. 6:30:00 PM 0:28:19

1/6/2017 West Texas Talk

The Scientists Behind Some of Our Most Important Telescopes: We're bringing you a story about the stars, and about the scientists behind two of the most 
powerful telescopes: the Hubble, and the James Webb Space Telescope — which is currently under construction.

We’re breaking format a bit to bring you this story. It’s an episode of a podcast called Transistor from PRX — the Public Radio Exchange. Transistor tells human 
stories about curiosities and current events in science, technology, engineering, and math, and is hosted by Dr. Michelle Thaller. 6:30:00 PM 0:21:58

1/12/2017 West Texas Talk

Robert Peaslee- Tourism, Media and Place: Dr. Robert Peaslee, a professor and Chairperson of Journalism and Electronic Media at Texas Tech University,  has 
always loved Lord of The Rings, so when he had the chance to visit the location in New Zealand where the movies were filmed, he hopped at the chance to be 
immersed in a world that he had known and loved for so long. Elise Pepple talks to Peaslee about when fantasy meets reality and the culture of tourism. Peaslee 
examines how movies, books and television allow us to find meaning and familiarity in a landscape that would be otherwise completely foreign to us. Peaslee 
specifically talks about his trips to New Zealand, Lord of The Rings and Game of Thrones tourism, how media affects the community and how these communities 
choose to embrace their newfound identities. 6:30:00 PM 0:26:14

1/13/2017 West Texas Talk
Hamilton Leithauser: Elise Pepple talks to Hamilton Leihauser about his new album and the last time he cried before he plays a show at the Crowley Theater in 
Marfa. Leithauser was formerly a member of the band, "The Walkmen." 6:30:00 PM 0:11:43

1/17/2017 West Texas Talk

Maisie Crow Talks Jackson: Sing the ruling of Roe v. Wade in 1973, anti-abortion activists across the U.S., especially in the south, have won legal, cultural and 
political battles that have made it more difficult for women to gain access to abortions and have increased the stigma surrounding them. There is one abortion 
clinic left in the state of Mississippi and it is fighting to stay open. Maisie Crow, with her film, Jackson, takes us to that clinic for an intimate look at the issues. 
Maisie Crow talks about growing up in Texas, what drew her to Mississippi, and what the response has been to her film from both the pro-choice and the anti-
abortion community. 6:30:00 PM 0:14:49

1/18/2017 West Texas Talk

Tenor Rodrigo Garciarroyo & Pianist Richard Dowling : Classical Midday host Roseland Klein sits down with two musicians – Tenor Rodrigo Garciarroyo and 
Pianist Richard Dowling – both of whom performed in Alpine as part of a partnership with this radio station and the Piatigorsky Foundation. They talk about how 
music entered their lives, the protocol of the classical music world, the evil eye, jazz vs. classical, and musicians as translators of history. 6:30:00 PM 0:30:00

1/19/2017 West Texas Talk

Naomi Safron-Hon: Zoe Kurland sits down with artist Naomi Safran-Hon to discuss this statement and the importance of art in a changing world. Born in Israel, 
Safran-Hon revisits her hometown of Haifa to photograph places long since abandoned and uses lace and cement to rework the images, examining complicated 
notions of home, dilapidation, and destruction.  Her exhibit at Marfa Contemporary opens on Friday, January 20th. 6:30:00 PM 0:12:16

1/23/2017 West Texas Talk

Inauguration Roadtrip: After the inauguration of Donald Trump, we sent seven reporters all over West Texas (Marfa, Alpine, Fort Davis, Balmorhea, Presidio, 
Midland, Odessa, Fort Stockton, and Coyanosa) to hear from the listeners of this station to hear the wide range of how everyone was feeling about our new 
president. The voices and opinions we gathered were as diverse as the people who call west Texas home, and we’re excited to share them with you.This special 
was produced by Jackson Wisdorf and Diana Nguyen – Reporting for this special was done by Sally Beauvais, Zoe Kurland, Travis Lux, Bayla Metzger, Diana 
Nguyen, Elise Pepple, Lana Straub, an Jackson Wisdorf 6:30:00 PM 0:19:45

1/24/2017 West Texas Talk

WORKING SERIES - Julia Graham, bookkeeper: Work is a such a big part of life — for many of us, it’s where we spend much of our day. So all this week we’re 
talking your neighbors about their lives and the the work that they do out here in West Texas.
Julia’s a self-employed bookkeeper who lives in Midland. We talked about when she knew she no longer wanted to be a nurse, the improbable way she got into 
bookkeeping, and just what bookkeeping is, exactly. 6:30:00 PM 0:23:33

1/25/2017 West Texas Talk
WORKING SERIES - Cindy Crain, Odessa Geologist: Cindy Crain is a geologist and environmental remediation project manager, and she calls Odessa home. We 
spoke about a number of things, like what she misses about working in the field, living inside the oil boom-bust cycle, and how she came to love geology. 6:30:00 PM 0:27:00

1/26/2017 West Texas Talk

WORKING SERIES - Carry Huffman, Border Patrol Agent: Carry’s originally from Odessa — but his job with the has taken him all over west texas. Alpine, 
Lubbock, Marfa, and for the last few years — El Paso.We talk about how he got into the Border Patrol, managing friction and dealing with public perception, and 
what success means to him. 6:30:00 PM 0:28:55



1/27/2017 West Texas Talk
WORKING SERIES - Gracie Lara, Marfa Cashier: Our guest tonight is Gracie Lara — a cashier from Marfa. We talked about managing stress on the job, working in 
a town where everyone knows everyone, and the things she thinks Marfa lacks. 6:30:00 PM 0:20:19

1/31/2017 West Texas Talk

Aphasis Center of West Texas Hosts Chocolate Decadence: Aphasia is a communication disorder caused by damage to the parts of the brain that deal with 
language. It’s most often caused by a stroke, but can be caused by a number of traumatic brain injuries, too.  Statistically speaking, more people suffer from 
Aphasia than  Multiple Sclerosis and Parkinson’s Disease, for example — but many people simply haven’t heard of it.

Tonight on West Texas Talk our guest is Kitty Binek. She’s the Executive Director of the Aphasia Center of West Texas in Midland, and she joins us to talk about 
Aphasia, what her organization does, and about an upcoming fundraiser called Chocolate Decadence. 6:30:00 PM 0:20:24

2/1/2017 West Texas Talk

Strange Fruit: Anniversary of a Lynthing by Radio Diaries: Eighty years ago, two young African-American men, Thomas Shipp and Abram Smith, were lynched in 
the town center of Marion, Ind. The night before, on Aug. 6, 1930, they had been arrested and charged with the armed robbery and murder of a white factory 
worker, Claude Deeter, and the rape of his companion, Mary Ball.That evening, local police were unable to stop a mob of thousands from breaking into the jail 
with sledgehammers and crowbars to pull the young men out of their cells and lynch them.
News of the lynching spread across the world. Local photographer Lawrence Beitler took what would become the most iconic photograph of lynching in 
America. The photograph shows two bodies hanging from a tree surrounded by a crowd of ordinary citizens, including women and children. Thousands of copies 
were made and sold. The photograph helped inspire the poem and song “Strange Fruit” written by Abel Meeropol — and performed around the world by Billie 
Holiday.Today on West Texas Talk, on the first day of Black History Month, we listen to a piece from Radio Diaries about this notorious act of violence and the 
spectatorship of that violence. 6:30:00 PM 0:13:32

2/2/2017 West Texas Talk

Casey Zmich: Cross Country Cycler, Ex Trucker, and Nomad: Casey Zmich joins us in the studio to talk about cycling across America, couch surfing, an 
unexpected romance, and what made him start his adventure in the first place. An ex-truck driver, Zmich is no stranger to long drives, but he says that bicycling 
is different; now when he rides, he’s not just another truck on the road, but a cyclist with a story to tell, and people are drawn to that. He has more 
conversations, more meaningful interactions, and sees so much of the beauty he was missing out on before. At a time when the nation feels divided, sometimes 
the best thing can be to just see America, see the land, the people, and the magic of it all. 6:30:00 PM 0:17:27

2/3/2017 West Texas Talk

Presidio Mayor Reflects on Trump's Executive Orders: President Trump used the first days of his presidency to sign several directives — some of them were 
Executive Orders, others were Presidential Memoranda. A few of those directives could have especially big implications along the Texas-Mexico border — 
specifically those related to border wall construction, a potential increase in Border Patrol Agents, and pipeline construction. Joining us today to talk about some 
of those implications is John Ferguson. Ferguson’s the Mayor of Presidio, Texas — a town of about 4,000 on the Texas-Mexico border. 6:30:00 PM 0:25:33

2/8/2017 West Texas Talk

Evan Smith, CEO of Texas Tribune: Elise Pepple has a conversation with Evan Smith about the importance of bringing politics to small communities. The talk is in 
anticipation of  the station’s partnership with The Texas Tribune in Odessa for their event, “A Conversation with Senator Kel Seliger & Representative Brooks 
Landgraf.” This event will take place at 11:30 AM on Friday, February 17 at the Zant Community Room located in the Saulsbury Campus Center at Odessa 
College. 6:30:00 PM 0:11:55

2/9/2017 West Texas Talk

Laurie Lewis: This coming weekend in Terlingua is Slim Fest Two and just as it sounds, this is the second iteration of the festival celebrating the music of iconic 
Texas Jazz Grass musician Slim Richey. Performing at this year’s festival are a full gamut of great musicians including the Jitterbug Vipers (One of Slim’s former 
groups), Jo Buck Johnson, Bill Kirchen, as well as Laurie Lewis, a Grammy winning Bluegrass Musician among many other things. On this edition of West Texas 
Talk, Laurie  joined Jackson Wisdorf on the phone from her home in Berkeley, California, to talk about her recently nominated album The Hazel and Alice 
Sessions, performing at Slim Fest, as well as her roots and inspirations in music. 6:30:00 PM 0:23:59

2/10/2017 West Texas Talk

Roger Allen Polsen: On this West Texas Talk, we sit down with Roger Allen Polson, who co-authored the book Miles and Miles of Texas: 100 Years of the Texas 
Highway Department with Carol Dawson. The book takes us through the history of the Texas Highway Department, and through that, the history of Texas. As 
Polson says, Texas is full of characters, and the highway department is no exception. In fact, the story of the highway department is filled with drama and 
stories. Polson talks history, his favorite highway and more. 6:30:00 PM 0:21:06

2/14/2017 West Texas Talk

Modern Love: A Valentine's Day Special: It’s a Valentine’s-themed episode of the podcast Modern Love — produced by The New York Times and WBUR in 
Boston. It’s based on The New York Times Sunday Styles column by the same name, and features true stories of love, loss, and redemption.

We brought you an abbreviated version of the episode on West Texas Talk, but you can listen to the whole thing on the podcast’s website. 6:30:00 PM 0:30:00

2/15/2017 West Texas Talk
Love Stories from Brit Webb, Julie Bernal, and Soccoro Licon: On this episode of West Texas talk, in celebration of Valentine’s Day and in anticipation of our 
storytelling event, we’re bringing you three voices from the community talking about love. 6:30:00 PM 0:19:13

2/16/2017 West Texas Talk

Little Joe at Valentine's in Valentine: On this episode of West Texas Talk, Elise Pepple sits down with Little Joe Hernandez before he takes the stage at 
Valentine’s in Valentine. Little Joe says he didn’t always want to tell his story, but the reason he changed his mind. Here, he talks about how he got started, what 
his success means, meeting fans on cruise ships, and family. 6:30:00 PM 0:16:03

2/17/2017 West Texas Talk
Geno Delafose- Zydeco Musician: Jackson Wisdorf talks with well-known zydeco musician Geno Delafose about his musical roots playing with his father John 
Delafose, the new direction zydeco music is taking, and you’ll hear a few tracks from Geno’s latest Grammy-nominated album Le Creole Cowboy. 6:30:00 PM 0:16:24



2/21/2017 West Texas Talk

Texas District 81 Representative Brooks Landgraf: On February 17th, Texas District 81 Republican Representative Brooks Landgraf of Odessa and District 76 
Democratic Representative Cesar Blanco of El Paso met on the Odessa College campus in Odessa for a conversation event put on by the Texas Tribune.

The two discussed a myriad of topics currently passing around the ongoing Texas Legislative Session – topics from Border Security and Public Education to the 
restructuring of the Texas’ Child Protective Services and of course the state budget.

On this West Texas Talk, Jackson Wisdorf sits with Representative Landgraf after the event to chat about topics happening both locally and at the Legislative 
Session. 6:30:00 PM 0:20:14

2/22/2017 West Texas Talk

Be Mine: Your Stories about Love: Last week — in the spirit of Valentine’s day, Marfa Public Radio/West Texas Public Radio held a live storytelling event in 
Marfa, Texas called Be Mine. Friends, neighbors, and strangers gathered to listen to eight people tell stories of love — love gone right and love gone wrong. You’
ll hear stories from Joel Nelson, Lonn and Dedie Taylor, Allison Scott, Jessie Browning, Margaret Leon, Armando Vasquez, Michael Camacho and Michael 
Stevens.

6:30:00 PM 0:30:00

2/23/2017 West Texas Talk
A Conversation with Jermaine Packer: Unapologetically Black : Diana Nguyen speaks to Jermaine Packer, an organizer of the event “Unapologetically Black: A 
Celebration of Black Art and Culture.” The event takes place from Friday, February 24 to Sunday, February 26th at the Palmer Activity Center in Midland. 6:30:00 PM 0:25:44

2/24/2017 West Texas Talk

Storyteller Caroline Quiroga-Stultz : Jackson Wisdorf sits down with Carolina Quiroga-Stultz a Storyteller, teacher and artist living in San Antonio, Texas. She’s in 
Midland to perform for Estamos Aqui – The Hispanic Storytelling Festival – in partnership with the Midland County Public Libraries, Midland Storytelling Festival, 
and the Hispanic Cultural Center of Midland. Along with storytelling a the festival Carolina is hosting a bilingual workshop to explore how to develop other 
voices, sound effects and effective ways to read and tell entertaining tales to kids or students. 6:30:00 PM 0:24:02

2/28/2017 West Texas Talk
Storyteller Jasmine Cardenas: Tonight on West Texas Talk Jackson Wisdorf was joined via phone with Jasmine Cardenas another great performer from Estamos 
Aqui. Along with storytelling Jasmine is also a professional and credited actress in film and theater. 6:30:00 PM 0:28:23

3/1/2017 West Texas Talk

2017 Cowboy Poetry Gathering: The annual Texas Cowboy Poetry Gathering happened over the weekend. The two-day event is held every year in Alpine, and 
we were there recording it. So tonight we’re gonna bring you a few of the songs and poems performed over those two nights. You’ll hear from Dale Burson, 
Randy Rieman, Yvonne Hollenbeck, and Doris Daley. 6:30:00 PM 0:23:57

3/2/2017 West Texas Talk

West Texas' McDonald Observatory takes on the Universe' Biggest Mystery - Dark Energy: Enthusiasm at the McDonald Observatory in Fort Davis is running 
high with the Hobby-Eberly Telescope back on line with world-class instrumentation and a new mission – probing the universe for the composition and effects 
of Dark Energy. The project is called HETDEX, Hobby-Eberly Telescope Dark Energy Experiment. The astronomer in charge, Professor Gary Hill of UT Austin, 
describes the project and its exciting possibilities on West Texas Talk. 6:30:00 PM 0:25:18

3/3/2017 West Texas Talk

Lewis Hyde: Rachel Monroe sits down with poet, essayist, translator, cultural critic and Lannan resident Lewis Hyde. Hyde takes a specific interest in 
imagination, creativity, and property, art-making at odds with commerce. He has authored The Gift: Creativity and the Artist in the Modern World, Trickster 
Makes this World: Mischief, Myth and Art and Common as Air: Revolution, Art, and Ownership on these topics, and today sits down to talk about his latest work 
on memory. 6:30:00 PM 0:24:31

3/7/2017 West Texas Talk

Gordon Lightfoot: Elise Pepple and J.P. Schwartz sit down with the legendary Canadian singer and songwriter Gordon Lightfoot. He is famous for such hits as 
“Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald,” “If You Could Read My Mind,” and many more. Lightfoot discusses, punctuality, his friendship with Bob Dylan, going on tour, 
and confides in us the ultimate secret to working out.

Lightfoot will be performing at the Wagner Noël Performing Arts Center in Midland on March 8th at 8:00 pm. 6:30:00 PM 0:18:00

3/8/2017 West Texas Talk
Tom Neilson:  Jackson Wisdorf speaks over the phone with Tom Neilson, a musician and social justice advocate, to talk about his inspirations, world travels, and 
how music has the ability to reach people in different ways compared to other forms of communication. 6:30:00 PM 0:26:32

3/9/2017 West Texas Talk

Strange Attractor: Elise Pepple sits down with the curator of the new art exhibition, Strange Attractor, opening at Ballroom Marfa, and 3 of the participating 
artists:  Lucky Dragons, the collaborative project of Sarah Rara and Luke Fischbeck, and Thomas Ashcraft, artist and citizen scientist.

Strange Attractor is an exhibition exploring the uncertainties and poetics of networks, environmental events, technology, and sound. The term “strange 
attractor” describes the inherent order embedded in chaos, perceivable in harmonious yet unpredictable patterns. This mathematical concept is a useful trope 
for the elusive order in our lived experience, and the vital pursuit of making meaning from unexpected connections. Strange Attractor presents an array of 
multidisciplinary works tracing the disparity between individual perception and the vast abstractions of the contemporary moment. New and commissioned 
works employing sound, site and technology form the connective tissue of this expansive terrain. 6:30:00 PM 0:25:13

3/10/2017 West Texas Talk

Paul Drummond: This weekend is the Marfa Myths Music festival in Marfa and one of the biggest names on the extensive lineup includes Roy Erickson, a 
seminal figure in psychedelic music and member of the band that coined the term “Psychedelic Rock”  – The 13th Floor Elevators.

Joining us on this edition of West Texas Talk is Paul  Drummond, a biographer of the Elevators who recently released a book titled Eye Mind: The Saga of Roky 
Erickson and the 13th Floor Elevators, The Pioneers of Psychedelic Sound. 6:30:00 PM 0:18:20



3/14/2017 West Texas Talk

Constance & Daine Perry - "Traces of the Trade:" Diana Nguyen talks to Dain & Constance Perry who appear in the Documentary “Traces of the Trade, ” a 
documentary released in 2008 from director Katrina Browne. The director of the film finds out that her ancestors, the DeWolf family, were part of the huge 
slave trade that happened in the north. Throughout the film, she and her family learn more about their history and work through reckoning with their past. We 
talk about why this film is important and should be seen by audiences around the country. 

6:30:00 PM

3/15/2017 West Texas Talk

KRTS Youth Media Interviews Part 1: This is one of a 2 part series of talks produced by students in the Youth Media Program at Marfa ISD. In past years, 
students have focused on more news-oriented features with multiple voices. This time around, we thought it would be good for the students to experience a 
one-on-one interview with just one subject. First up is Lalli Brito interviewing her mother, Elizabeth Brito. Lalli talks to Elizabeth about what it was like to grow 
up and raise her younger sisters after her mother was deported. Next up, Coy Livingston interviews a State Trooper, Dylan Henry, about his job. Full disclosure: 
Coy wants to be a state trooper when he gets older. Finally we have Kaci Flores interviewing her brother, Timothy Flores, about leaving Marfa and becoming a 
college bull rider. 6:30:00 PM 0:27:56

3/16/2017 West Texas Talk

KRTS Youth Media Interviews Part 2: This is part 2 of a series of talks produced by students in the Youth Media Program at Marfa ISD. In past years, students 
have focused on more news-oriented features with multiple voices. This time around, we thought it would be good for the students to experience a one-on-one 
interview with just one subject. First up is Christian interviewing Shawn Williams, a rancher and pipeline worker. Second is Kendra interviewing Coach Alferez 
who teaches a folklórico class at Marfa ISD. Third is Kat interviewing Mr. Thornsburg who teaches geometry at Marfa ISD. He was a marine and shares some of 
his stories about that experience. 6:30:00 PM 0:28:39

3/17/2017 West Texas Talk
Chulita Vinyl Club: On this episode of West Texas Talk, Elise is joined in the studio by special guests in town for Marfa Myths, Chulita Vinyl Club, an all-girl all-
vinyl club playing their favorite records in our studio. 6:30:00 PM 0:24:02

3/21/2017 West Texas Talk

Keith Maitland: On this episode of West Texas Talk, Elise sits down with Keith Maitland who directed Tower, a documentary that tells the stories of the 
witnesses, heroes and survivors of America’s first mass school shooting, which happened at the University of Texas. Maitland discusses his use of animation, 
shooting scenes in his own backyard, and the catharsis the film provided for those who experienced the event. Tower will be showing at the Crowley Theater at 
6PM on Thursday March 23rd, followed by a Q+A with Keith Maitland & Sarah Wilson. 6:30:00 PM 0:22:41

3/22/2017 West Texas Talk

Conservation Botanist Michael Eason: On tonight’s episode of West Texas Talk, we are joined in the studio by conservation botanist Michael Eason. After 
getting his degree in botany, Eason worked at the Ladybird Johnson Wildflower Center and then for the Millenium Seedbank project sponsored by Kew Gardens. 
He has recently completed a book about Herbaceous Plants and is now spearheading a seed collection effort in West Texas. He talks about the various plants he 
has encountered, the importance of seed collection, and the role of seedbanks if something crazy goes down. Eason will be speaking about all of this and more 
in the Warnock Science Building at Sul Ross University on Thursday, March 23rd. 6:30:00 PM 0:19:01

3/23/2017 West Texas Talk

UTPB President on Potential Higher Ed Cuts: Tonight on West Texas Talk, we’re joined by the President of the University of Texas of the Permian Basin (UTPB), 
Dr. David Watts. Watts has been President of UTPB since 2001. He joined us to talk about potential budget cuts UTPB faces, and to reflect on his 16 year tenure 
as President. 6:30:00 PM 0:22:10

3/24/2017 West Texas Talk Dona Roman, Director and Professor of Theater at Sul Ross University talks about the new production she's mounting at Sul Ross University 6:30:00 PM 0:13:24

3/28/2017 West Texas Talk

Steve Pruett, President & Chief Executive Officer of Elevation Resources, a Midland-based oil exploration and production company is our guest via telephone 
for this edition of West Texas Talk. Mr. Pruett has north of 30 years of oil and gas operating, financial and management experience, most of which has been in 
the Permian Basin. 6:30:00 PM 0:22:53

3/29/2017 West Texas Talk

Marfa Live Arts Presents Ned Van Zandt’s “Del Valle”: Ned Van Zandt is an actor and writer originally from Texas. His great-grandfather was one of the 
founders of the city of Fort Worth. His second cousin was singer-songwriter Townes Van Zandt. He appears as himself in two documentaries- “Sad Vacation” and 
“Who Killed Nancy?” about his life at the Chelsea Hotel with Sid Vicious and Nancy Spungeon. His first play “Del Valle” is about that time and much more. 6:30:00 PM 0:22:02

3/30/2017 West Texas Talk
Bidi Bidi Banda – A Selena Tribute Band: For this episode of West Texas Talk, Diana Nguyen spoke to the Austin-based Selena tribute band Bidi Bidi Banda. They 
discuss the importance of Selena, and perform a few songs in-studio. Bidi Bidi Banda will be playing at the Hotel Saint George on Saturday, April 1. 6:30:00 PM 0:23:16

3/31/2017 West Texas Talk

Buttercup: Jackson Wisdorf sits down with Buttercup, a San Antonio based band, which NPR Music once called “Jangly pop for the left side of the brain.” In-
between in-studio performances recorded in Studio A at Marfa Public Radio, Jackson and the band talk about musical style, inspirations, and the band’s latest 
album Battle of Flowers. 6:30:00 PM 0:22:44

1/6/2017 Rambling Boy
In his week's epiode of the Rambling Boy, Lonn discuses the different forms of celebration he's witnessed through his life. From the traditional catholic 
traditions he grew up around in the Philipines as a youngster and the complete opposite ideals held by his family. 11:06 AM 9:34

1/13/2017 Rambling Boy

In this week’s episode of Rambling Boy, Lonn Taylor tells the story of an accidentally illegal international footbridge running from Candelaria to to San Antonio 
del Bravo. Though the bridge was originally crafted for convenience, connecting two towns across the Rio Grande, it was later seen as a threat to national 
security, raising questions of boarder control and wide line where Mexico and America meet. 11:06 AM 8:17

1/20/2017 Rambling Boy

On this weeks’s episode of Rambling Boy, Lonn Taylor talks of the rowdy sessions of The Congress of the Republic of Texas. The Congress was extraordinary 
source of entertainment; pitchers of water were thrown at harmless old ladies and speeches were made to dogs, but above all was Robert Wilson, an 
extravagant rabble-rouser of a senator who was kicked out of the Senate for being too erratic, but found his way back in, arriving on the shoulders of his 
supporters and drunkenly announcing himself by blowing into a bugle. 11:06 AM 9:14

2/3/2017 Rambling Boy On this episode of Rambling Boy, Lonn Taylor lays out the ways in which he believes we can make America great again. 11:06 AM 10:29



2/10/2017 Rambling Boy

Lonn Taylor reads lots of books about history, and recently read one about quilts — Katherine Jean Adams’ Comfort and Glory: Two Centuries of American 
Quilts.On this edition of the Rambling Boy, Lonn tells us about a few Texas quilts, and what they reveal about both their makers and the times in which they 
were made. 11:06 AM 10:14

2/17/2017 Rambling Boy

On this edition of The Rambling Boy, Lonn talks about his experience with Dr. Paul Will, Professor Emeritus of Animal Science at Sul Ross State University. Will 
has been teaching students how to process meat 39 years, including a class in sausage making, which ends with a contest to see who can make the tastiest 
sausage. 11:06 AM 8:22

2/24/2017 Rambling Boy
Today on the Rambling Boy, Lonn breaks down he history of President’s Day, George Washington’s infamous cherry tree story, and a big George Washington 
birthday bash that happens in Laredo, Texas. 11:06 AM 10:04

3/3/2017 Rambling Boy

In this week’s Rambling Boy, Lonn Taylor takes us back to the meeting of the Texas Convention in 1836. At this meeting, held for 17 days in an unfinished 
building at Washington-on-the-Brazos, a rough bunch of 59 Texans drafted a constitution for the new republic, organized a government, and appointed a 
president. Most of the delegates were representative of the frontier Texas environment, and after the convention, they returned to their roles as patriarchs in 
their hometowns. Listen as Lonn takes us through the history of this rowdy bunch, tales of transients, a Mexican aristocrat, and Collin Mckinney, with whom 
Lonn has a surprising family connection. 11:06 AM 9:36

3/10/17 Rambling Boy

Fences line ranches across the State of Texas. You might not intuit it from a casual drive down the road, but there’s actually a pretty complex — and in some 
cases, murky — legal history behind these ubiquitous fixtures of Texas highways.
On today’s episode of the Rambling Boy, Lonn tells us about Five Strands: A Landowner’s Guide to Fence Law in Texas — a new 30-page booklet published by 
Texas A&M’s Agrilife Extension Service. 11:06 AM 10:07

3/17/17 Rambling Boy N/A 11:06 AM

3/24/17 Rambling Boy
On a recent trip to San Antonio, Lonn Taylor dropped by the Japanese Garden in Brackenridge Park. Today on the Rambling boy, Lonn tells us the history of the 
garden — how it changed hands from the Japanese Jingu family to the Chinese Wu family, and how its beloved status saved it from commercial development. 11:06 AM 10:07

3/31/2017 Rambling Boy On his edition of The Rambling Boy, Lonn talks about how an author can sink into obscurity after a producing a critically acclaimed piece of work. 11:06 AM 10:27

1/12/2017

Nature Notes Apart from the barbed and thorny vegetation, the plains and deserts of West Texas can at times appear still, devoid of life. But a single rain dispels that illusion, 
as otherwise elusive desert creatures make an appearance. Millipedes are one of those creatures. Take to a West Texas highway after a storm, and you’ll find 
you’re sharing the road with hundreds, even thousands, of auburn-colored millipedes on the move. These West Texas millipedes spend most of their lives 
underground. But in their burrowing, and in their sojourns on the surface, they play a valuable role in the ecosystem.

7:45 AM, 4:44 
PM 4:59

1/19/2017

Nature Notes They’re aggressive, swift in the attack, and deliver a potent, neurotoxic venom. Mountain lions, raptors and rattlesnakes – West Texas doesn’t lack for iconic 
predators. But centipedes may be the fiercest of the region’s carnivores. They’re the original survivors, members of an ancient lineage. They possess only the 
rudiments of eyes, using antennae to seek out prey. They retreat beneath rocks and logs, in woodpiles. In centipedes, we seem to glimpse life’s dim origins, the 
first instincts of pursuit and survival. Our visceral response is well-founded. Centipedes were among the first creatures to colonize dry land, 430 million years 
ago. On solid ground, centipedes are the original predators, the first hunters. They’re as old as coral reefs, as vascular plants, as sharks.

7:45 AM, 4:44 
PM 5:00

2/2/2017

Nature Notes Dodder: A Parasite of the Plains: Survival is a fierce and relentless business. And the strategies for survival are many. Parasitism – in which one organism benefits 
at the expense of another – is one of the most ancient strategies for survival. Across the plains, deserts and mountains of West Texas, organisms take advantage 
of this tactic.

7:45 AM, 4:44 
PM 5:00

2/9/2017

Nature Notes In the Lower Pecos, New Research on a 13,000-Year Record of Texas Prehistory: Nineteenth century Americans knew the Pecos River as the boundary of the 
West. And the westering traveler today can feel that transition. In the canyonlands the confluence of the Pecos and the Rio Grande, the Hill Country gives way 
to the Chihuahuan Desert. Mountains appear on the western horizon. Ocotillo and yucca stud a harsh landscape.

7:45 AM, 4:44 
PM 4:59

2/16/17

Nature Notes Bonfire Shelter: A Window into the Daring Hunts of Texas Prehistory: The canyonlands surrounding the confluence of the Pecos River and the Rio Grande are the 
boundary of West Texas – and they’re famed in Texas archeology.  Natural shelters here preserve stunning rock art, and one of the best records of North 
American hunter-gatherer life.

7:45 AM, 4:44 
PM 4:58

3/16/17
Nature Notes Handbooks to Adventure: Louis Aulbach’s West Texas River Guides: The Rio Grande, the Devils River, the Lower Pecos. The rivers of West Texas are exceptions 

to the desert rule. In this harsh land, they’re a life-giving resource. And they’re irresistible to backcountry adventurers. 
7:45 AM, 4:44 
PM 5:00

3/23/17

Nature Notes The “Gypsophilic” Plants of West Texas: Botanical Wonders in the Desert’s Most Austere Landscapes: They’re uniquely austere landscapes, in a famously 
austere region. Across the Chihuahuan Desert, exposures of gypsum create white dune fields, badlands, bleached hills, ridges and flats. But that austerity 
conceals a surprise.

7:45 AM, 4:44 
PM 5:00

3/30/17
Nature Notes “At Home on the Llano”: Celebrating a Rich Heritage at the Sibley Nature Festival, April 7-8: “It was [an] illimitable expanse of desert prairie… a region almost as 

trackless as the ocean,” wrote General Randolph Marcy in 1852, in one of the first English-language accounts of the Llano Estacado. 
7:45 AM, 4:44 
PM 5:00

1/3/2017 News As state lawmakers are gearing up for another legislative session beginning next week, a look ahead. 1/3/2017 3:56

1/4/2017 News

Rex Tillerson is severing ties with Texas-based Exxon Mobil. The move aims to address concerns about any conflicts of interest the nominee for Secretary of 
State may have, ahead of what's expected to be a rough Senate confirmation process. 

1/4/2017 0:57

1/4/2017 News
Public schools in Texas earned a below average grade in a new report card for education quality.  Here's the details

1/18/2017 0:47



1/5 News

NASA has announced that San Antonio-Based Southwest Research Institute's asteroid mission was selected to be the space agency's 13th Discovery space flight. 
The Lucy mission hopes to unlock the secrets of the early solar system by going to Jupiter's Trojan asteroids.

1/5/17 1:12

1/5/2017 News

The International Space Station crew is getting ready for a pair of spacewalks. Two astronauts will step outside for the first of two spacewalks tomorrow 
morning to upgrade the space station’s power system

1/5/2017 1:14

1/5/2017 News
Border Patrol agents in southern Arizona have been attacked at levels of violence that were far greater than the agency has previously acknowledged. 

1/5/2017 1:22

1/5/2017 News
Mexico is preparing to work with the new U-S administration using a significant -and controversial- change in the Mexican president’s cabinet. 

1/5/2017 1:00

1/5/2017 News

Texas special education services are under federal investigation. The Feds are trying to determine whether children with disabilities have been denied services. 
They also want to hear from the public but the deadline to comment ends soon. 

1/5/2017 0:47

1/5/2017 News

Among those performing at the inaugural parade of president-elect Donald Trump in Washington DC later this month, is a dance troupe from Texas State 
University.

1/5/2017 1:06
1/9/2017 News Since 1953 the U.S. has imported more oil and gas than it exports. But that’s likely to flip within the next ten years. But why? 1/9/2017 0:41

1/9/2017 News

The oil and gas drilling technique known as fracking has revolutionized the US energy industry. But it lowers property values in neighborhoods where it happens. 
That’s the finding of a study out this month on home prices in one part of Texas.

1/9/2017 1:57

1/9/2017 News
The Texas Legislature kicks off its 2017 session tomorrow. - but before lawmakers start passing bills and working on the state budget, they need to know how 
much money they'll have to spend. 1/9/2017 0:45

1/10/2017 News

Texas Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick has always felt comfortable in the political spotlight - but his frequent headlines have made many believe he wanted to 
move to a higher office...maybe even governor. But Patrick took time yesterday to put a stop to that speculation.

1/10/2017 0:52

1/10/2017 News

State lawmakers who begin meeting today in Austin are bracing for the debate over where to cut current services. State Comptroller Glenn Hegar delivered a 
forecast yesterday that reflects the slowdown in the oil and gas sector.

1/10/2017 1:08

1/10/2017 News

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar revealed the state’s fiscal footing ahead of the legislative session, which starts tomorrow. Hegar says the state has about three 
billion fewer dollars in the general revenue fund compared to the last budget cycle. 

1/10/2017 1:08

1/11/2017 News

The Texas legislature opened yesterday with state representatives unanimously re-electing Rep. Joe Straus of San Antonio to his fifth term as Speaker of the 
House.   

1/11/2017 1:01
1/18/2017 News Leaders of the Texas House and Senate have filed state budgets that will serve as starting points in the political battles spanning the next few month 1/18/2017 1:00

1/18/2017 News

The enrollment period for the federal health insurance exchange ends January 31st. For many Texans who don’t get their insurance from an employer, this has 
been an affordable way to get a policy in the state for the past few years. Because Republican lawmakers in Congress have committed to repealing the 
Affordable Care Act this year, this could be the last time Texans can enroll for health insurance through the exchanges. Here's a story of one woman who has 
been relying on this program since it was first launched. 1/18/2017 4:40

1/18/2017 News Leaders of the Texas House and Senate have filed state budgets that will serve as starting points in the political battles spanning the next few months. 1/18/2017 1:00

1/18/2017 News

Traditionally, ambulance crews arrive with sirens blaring -- ready to rush someone to the hospital. In Fort Worth, some paramedics are doing the opposite: 
scheduling visits to treat patients in their homes. KERA’s Lauren Silverman tagged along with a MedStar paramedic to find out why mobile integrated healthcare 
is gaining traction.    1/18/2017 5:07

1/20 News

A new study shaw that the number of abortions in Texas is down. A Texas las forced the closure of clinics in all but the largest cities. The Journal of the American 
Medical Association says that the farther a woman lives from a remaining clinic, the steeper the decline.

1/20/2017 1:10

1/24/2017 News

With all of the talk about Obamacare being repealed, some people don’t realize it’s still the law. And there’s an important deadline coming up. Enrollment for 
health insurance under the Affordable Care Act for 2017 ends in eight days, the last day of January. ACA navigators who helped people sign up for coverage are 
trying to dispel rumors. In San Antonio, more people are signing up for the ACA than ever before. 1/24/2017 3:29



1/24/2017 News

Former President George H-W Bush could be discharged from Houston Methodist Hospital later this week. Doctors say the 92-year-old Bush is recovering 
rapidly and has been asking how soon he can go home. His wife, Barbara Bush, has been discharged. 

1/24/2017 1:10

1/24/2017 News

The U.S. Supreme Court decided yesterday not to hear a case involving Texas’ voter ID law. That’s mostly because there are still legal questions that are 
unsettled. Specifically, whether state lawmakers deliberately chose to discriminate against minorities when they passed the law. This means after years in court, 
this legal battle is far from over. 1/24/2017 2:29

1/25/2017 News
SPACE is often on the mind of West Texans. What with our dark skies and Blue Origin test launches.  The latest research connects astronauts on the 
international space station, cancer patients on a roller coaster plane flight and high tech sleeping sacks.  1/25/2017 4:28

1/25/2017 News
Mourners say goodbye to the last human to leave footprints on the moon. Friends and family members pay tribute to astronaut Gene Cernan at a funeral 
service in Houston. 1/25/2017 1:13

1/25/2017 News
Hundreds of parents, lawmakers and private school choice advocates rallied yesterday at the state capitol.  They want legislation that would allow public tax 
dollars to be used to pay for private schools. The issue divides three key leaders who may decide the issue. 1/25/2017 1:38

1/26/2017 News

Word that President Donald Trump is taking steps to advance the Dakota Access Pipeline did not come as a shock to North Dakotans or the Standing Rock Sioux 
Tribe. The documents he signed this week intend to speed up the project’s approval, and revive the Keystone XL pipeline. Inside Energy’s Amy Sisk reports from 
North Dakota, where reaction to Trump’s actions was mixed. 1/26/2017 4:11

1/26/2017 News
Gov. Greg Abbott says he wants a law that will allow him to remove local officials who won’t hold criminally- charged immigrants for possible deportation. And 
some lawmakers question whether the governor could legally do that. 1/26/2017 1:19

1/26/2017 News

Texas Governor Greg Abbott has threatened to remove Travis County Sheriff Sally Hernandez from office over her new immigration policy. President Trump, 
yesterday, signed an executive order to block federal funds from so-called “sanctuary jurisdictions” – which, Travis County’s now considered. Advocates, 
immigrants and local leaders responded Wednesday, by announcing their fervent support of Sheriff Hernandez.

1/26/2017 2:33

1/26/2017 News
Three new international space station crew members are preparing for their spring mission. They’ll launch on a Russian Soyuz spacecraft in May to serve as part 
of expeditions 52 and 53. 1/26/2017 1:11

1/26/2017 News

It’s light on details, but so far the Trump administration has proposed one big change to how we pay for health care in this country. President Trump wants to 
turn the federal Medicaid program into a block grant system. This basically means states would get a fixed amount of money from the feds to run the program 
themselves 1/26/2017 2:30

1/27/2017 News The company behind the Keystone XL Pipeline has re-applied for a presidential permit. Inside Energy’s Amy Sisk has more. 1/27/2017 0:37
1/31/2017 News Leading Republicans in the Texas Senate have unveiled their plan for allowing children to attend private schools and use public dollars to help pay for them. 1/31/2017 0:55

2/2/2017 News
Ever had a Fletcher’s corny dog at the State Fair of Texas? For decades, Skip Fletcher helped lead the family operation that served them up to hungry fairgoers. 
He died Tuesday. He had been sick with pneumonia. He was 82. 2/2/2017 0:52

2/2/2017 News
Texas’s top judge is calling on the Legislature to overhaul the state’s bail system. Chief justice Nathan Hecht endorsed bail reform as part of his State of the 
Judiciary address. 2/2/2017 1:04

2/2/2017 News

Texas Governor Greg Abbott followed through today on his promise to cut funding to Travis County over the Sheriff’s policy to limit cooperation with 
immigration detainer requests. It’s on a day with a number of related developments.

2/2/2017 1:09
2/2/2017 News Immigrants rallying at the State Capitol today say a simple traffic stop could increasingly become the beginning of deportation 2/2/2017 0:46

2/3/2017 News
A senate committee has sent a sanctuary cities bill to the full Senate. Texas Public Radio’s Ryan Poppe reports law enforcement who testified yesterday are 
divided over the bil 2/3/2017 1:09

2/3/2017 News
Just how necessary is a property tax relief bill this legislative session? This week, Governor Greg Abbott told Texas legislators they needed to act fast, to ease the 
burden on home and business owners. But the situation is more complex than it appears. 2/3/2017 1:13

2/6/2017 News
Last week some prominent Republicans said Texas should get rid of straight ticket voting. Texas is one of only ten states in the U.S. that allows someone to vote 
once for one political party straight down the ballot. But even though some members of the GOP don’t like the practice, it’s unlikely they will get rid of it. 2/6/2017 2:24

2/6/2017 News
In Washington, the Republican-controlled Congress is moving quickly to rollback what they say are excessive regulations on the energy industry. Inside Energy’s 
Leigh Paterson reports: 2/6/2017 0:42

2/7/2017 News
A decision on the final permit to complete the Dakota Access Pipeline could come as soon as Friday.

2/7/2017 0:39

2/7/2017 News

How are production cuts affecting the price of oil and, by extension, the Texas and Houston economies? About two months ago, OPEC and other oil-producing 
countries agreed to reduce their output. 

2/7/2017 1:05

02/08/2017 News

Four nonprofits across Texas have officially taken over the state’s role in the federal refugee resettlement program. Last fall state officials announced they were 
leaving the program over a disagreement with the Obama administration. But local groups will work with the federal government from here on out to make 
sure refugees are getting the services they need. 02/08/2017 1:27

02/08/2017 News The Texas Senate voted unanimously yesterday to tighten ethics requirements. But some senators think the legislation should do more. 02/08/2017 0:53



02/08/2017 News

The Texas Senate has tentatively approved legislation to ban sanctuary cities. The bill will head to the Texas House if senators give it final approval today.

02/08/2017 2:01

02/08/2017 News

Encouragement on social media to call or write elected officials about various issues has caused their offices to be overwhelmed. US Senator John Cornyn of 
Texas says public input on cabinet nominees has crashed websites and voicemail systems.

02/08/2017 1:12

02/08/2017 News
Republican lawmakers in Washington are quickly rolling back Obama era regulations. One environmental rule potentially in their sights was enacted after the 
devastating fertilizer plant explosion in West, Texas in 2013. 02/08/2017 2:03

02/08/2017 News
Baylor University poor handling of sexual assault allegations could cost the school even more money. In addition to civil penalties from pending lawsuits, it could 
be seeing less money from the Big 12 Conference – for now. 02/08/2017 0:48

02/08/2017 News
Despite months of high profile protest against the Dakota Access Pipeline, President Donald Trump claimed on Tuesday that the project is not controversial. 

02/08/2017 0:34

02/08/2017 News
Wind is now the top source of renewable power in the nation. the American Wind Energy Association bragged about that news yesterday in Arlington. Texas is a 
powerhouse wind producer. 02/08/2017 1:51

02/13/2017 News
In Texas, pipelines and highways can often be built on your property – whether you like it or not.But a statewide group wants farmers, ranchers and other 
landowners to have a bigger seat at the negotiating table when that happens. 02/13/2017 1:06

02/13/2017 News
The NFL is warning state lawmakers that Texas may lose future NFL events if they pass Senate Bill 6, the state's so-called transgender bathroom bill. 

02/13/2017 1:00
02/13/2017 News This weekend Immigration and Custom Enforcement agents – ICE- conducted sweeping raids to apprehend immigrants in the country illegally. T 02/13/2017 1:18
02/14/2017 News A U.S. district court judge says work on the Dakota Access Pipeline can continue, despite a plea from tribes to block 02/14/2017 0:40

02/14/2017 News
The Texas Senate has held its first hearing on the "sermon safeguards" bill. The measure, SB 24, stems in large part from the fight over the Houston Equal Rights 
Ordinance or Hero. 02/14/2017 1:08

02/14/2017 News

 historic and popular Texas destination declares itself a welcoming city in response to the Trump administration.Galveston Island wants to make it clear that it 
values its diversity and the role immigrants have played in its history.

02/14/2017 1:06

02/15/2017 News

The legal battle over the Dakota Access Pipeline is heating up with construction underway. Inside Energy’s Amy Sisk has more.

02/15/2017 0:41

02/15/2017 News
A repeal of the Affordable Care Act could limit services to people with mental health issues and substance abuse disorders. That’s according to a new study from 
Harvard Medical School and New York University. 02/15/2017 1:20

02/15/2017 News
Senate Democrats, who are opposed to banning sanctuary cities this session are asking Travis County Sheriff Sally Hernandez to revise her immigration detainer 
policy 02/15/2017 1:11

02/15/2017 News
A Houston lawmaker filed a bill yesterday that could derail the solution for one of Houston’s ultimate dilemmas. State Senator John Whitmire wants voters to 
decide what happens to the Astrodome 02/15/2017 1:15

02/16/2017 News
A senate committee charged with overseeing the state’s border security operation, yesterday, discussed the effectiveness of that $800-million operation. 
Committee members also heard how a federal administration change may do little to curb spending this session. 02/16/2017 1:12

02/16/2017 News
The company that manages a nuclear waste facility in the Permian Basin is working to become the storage site for ALL of the nation's high level waste. Last 
night, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission held a public meeting in Andrews, Texas to hear comments about a plan to expand the existing site. 02/16/2017 1:03

02/17/2017 News

The Law Offices of State Senator Carlos Uresti are at the center of an FBI and IRS investigation. The FBI spent hours this morning raiding his office in downtown 
San Antonio.

02/17/2017 1:03

02/17/2017 News

A bill calling for a new U-S constitutional convention goes to the full Texas Senate.

02/17/2017 1:10

02/20/2017 News
A new study commissioned by the Mexican Senate found that the Mexican military shouldn’t have intervened in the country’s nearly decade-long war against 
drug traffickers. 02/18/2017 0:49

02/20/2017 News

Intelligence cooperation between Mexico and the United States has become closer in the last decade on issues important to both countries—illegal 
immigration, border security, drugs and human trafficking. But that critical intelligence relationship may be under examination in Mexico. The country is trying 
to fashion a response to economic threats issued by the new U.S. administration. And security is one serious chip to play. 02/18/2017 4:02

02/20/2017 News

Another professional sports organization is warning Texas about a proposed law that aims to limit transgender access to public restrooms by requiring people 
use the facilities that match the sex on their birth certificate.

02/18/2017 0:44
02/20/2017 News The agenda for state lawmakers this week includes further action on a constitutional convention of states; foster care reform and money for public schools 02/18/2017 0:47



02/21/2017 News
Yesterday wasn’t a holiday for some state legislators in the Texas House. Texas Public Radio’s Ryan Poppe reports they spent much of the day looking at 
legislation to reform the state’s Child Protective Services agency. 02/21/2017 1:11

02/22/2017 News

Texas’s revenue from the oil and gas industry fell by 30 percent in the last fiscal year.
The Texas Oil and Gas Association released new economic data yesterday. 

02/22/2017 1:16

02/22/2017 News
Demonstrators held a "town hall without Ted Cruz," outside the senator's downtown Houston office. Many of the protesters said they've been trying to reach 
Cruz for nearly a month, but that he's been ignoring all attempts at communication 02/22/2017 1:11

02/22/2017 News
The Homeland Security Department cast a wide net Tuesday for determining which immigrants living in the country illegally should be deported

02/22/2017 0:57

02/22/2017 News
Dealing with outdated hospitals, increasing options for psychiatric care and improving care for veterans are priorities for the Texas House this year. Yesterday,  
the House Committee on Public Health held their first meeting of the 2017 legislative session 02/22/2017 1:05

02/23/2017 News
A lobbying group for the country’s biggest banks says they waste billions of dollars a year investigating suspicious activity. From Fronteras Desk, Michel Marizco 
reports that it’s now asking the Trump administration to change the way in which the finances of money launderers and terror groups are investigated. 02/23/2017 1:13

02/23/2017 News
The sheriff of the largest county in Texas has ended a controversial program by which his deputies turned in some undocumented immigrants to federal 
authorities for deportation purposes. 02/23/2017 1:16

02/24/2017 News
A federal appeals court ruled yesterday that Texas can once against enforce a 2015 law that criminally punishes someone for harboring or concealing an illegal 
immigrant.  In a twist of events some immigration advocates are ALSO pleased with the court’s ruling 08/24/2017 0:47

02/24/2017 News
Two bills being discussed at the State Capitol yesterday aim to punish school administrators who fail to report a teacher having an inappropriate relationship 
with a student 08/24/2017 1:02

02/24/2017 News
A proposed bill in the Texas Legislature aims to end cyberbullying of students. As TPR's David Martin Davies reports it's called "David Law" - named after a San 
Antonio student who was relentlessly bullied online and took his own life. 08/24/2017 1:25

02/27/2017 News

We finally have some numbers on how many Texans were able to vote during this past presidential election thanks to a court order. Last year, the state was 
forced to allow people to vote even if they couldn’t comply with its strict voter ID requirements – because the court said the law was discriminatory. Voters 
were able to sign a form that said they had trouble obtaining an ID and then could cast a regular ballot. And it turns out between 16 and 17 thousand Texans 
voted this way. 

08/24/2017 2:31
02/27/2017 News The Homeland Security Department posted a notice Friday morning that it will begin taking bids for a wall along the border with Mexico 08/27/2017 0:41
02/27/2017 News A top Mexican official says authorities there will not allow the U-S to deport migrants from other countries to Mexico, in spite of the U-S’s plans otherwise. 08/27/2017 1:10

02/27/2017 News
Oil and gas regulations vary tremendously state to state. A new study finds that that inconsistency means it is difficult to come up with a comprehensive picture 
of the environmental impact of what’s known as unconventional drillin 02/27/2017 0:55

02/28/2017 News

The Trump Administration is dropping its opposition to Texas's Voter I-D law. Yesterday, the Justice Department filed paperwork withdrawing from the suit -- 
saying it wanted to give the Texas Legislature time to come up with a replacement voter I-D measure. The move came one day before the case was set to return 
to court. 

02/28/2017 1:08

02/28/2017 News
US Attorney General Jeff Sessions says the Justice Department is no longer contesting Texas’ Voter ID Law. But  that isn’t stopping groups that have sued the 
state from continuing to pursue their case through the federal court system. 02/28/2017 1:08

02/28/2017 News
So far this legislative session, Texas Republicans have pushed for measures that would ban the donation of fetal tissue from elective abortions and require fetal 
remains to be cremated or buried. Yesterday Texas State Senators heard testimony on another bill anti-abortion activists are rallying around. 02/28/2017 1:06

03/01/2017 News

The Texas Senate has passed legislation aimed at changing the U-S Constitution. Governor Greg Abbott made the call for a Convention of States one of his 
emergency items for the legislative session. 

03/01/2017 1:08

03/01/2017 News

Nuclear Waste -- a problem that’s been looming over this country for several decades. Unable to find a permanent geological repository for the toxic stuff 
produced by nuclear power plants, the federal government is now looking for communities that would be receptive to temporarily housing the waste. The West 
Texas town of Andrews is one of those places 03/01/2017 4:19

03/02/2017 News

What happens on the Texas border with Mexico has a way of making the news these days. But sometimes, those who travel the roads from the border are 
making the trip for symbolic reasons. Reasons of heritage and history. And some of those folks make the trip on horseback. 

03/02/2017 3:26

03/02/2017 News

A Texas town is challenging oil and gas companies that are operating in their small community. The Texas Supreme Court yesterday heard oral arguments over a 
lawsuit that could set a precedent for how much influence local governments have on the oil and gas industry. 

03/02/2017 1:17

03/02/2017 News

The Texas Supreme Court has heard arguments in a case involving benefits for same-sex married couples. The suit involves benefits for Houston city employees. 
Conservatives hope the case will provide an opening to challenge the 2015 U-S Supreme Court ruling, which legalized same sex-marriage nationwide

03/02/2017 1:14



03/03/2017 News A 26-year-old Salvadoran woman with a brain tumor is free on bond from a North Texas immigration detention center. 03/03/2017 0:36

03/03/2017 News

State Representative Garnet Coleman of Houston has introduced the "Sandra Bland Act." The bill would mandate sweeping criminal justice reforms - including a 
crackdown on racial profiling. 

03/03/2017 1:14

03/03/2017 News

Environmental groups say a Houston-area oil refinery has repeatedly violated federal air pollution limits for the past five years. That’s the claim laid out in a 
federal lawsuit filed [today] against the Pasadena Refining System. 

03/03/2017 1:07

03/06/2017 News
About three hundred people showed up in the rain to march in support of President Donald Trump in downtown Austin on Saturda

03/06/2017 3:02

03/06/2017 News
The electric grid that covers most of Texas is expected to have enough power through the summer – even as power demand is expected to hit a record high.

03/06/2017 1:01

03/06/2017 News
A push for school finance reform is gearing up in the Texas Legislature. A key GOP state lawmaker hints how his proposal will find a better way to fund 
education. 03/06/2017 1:10

03/06/2017 News

Senator John Cornyn is signaling opposition to President Donald Trump's threat to pull the U-S out of the North American Free Trade Agreement.The number 
two Senate Republican raised concerns about what a NAFTA exit would mean for Texas in an op-ed, published last week in Politico.

03/06/2017 1:12

03/06/2017 News
This week in the texas legislature: Senate lawmakers take up a bill deemed a legislative priority for Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick -- a ban on transgender public restrooms.  
Creating a blue alert system in Texas for law enforcement officers is also on this week’s agenda at the state capitol. 03/06/2017 1:08

03/07/2017 News
A state senate committee takes up  Senate Bill 6, the so-called bathroom bill today. Lt. Governor Dan Patrick has long favored legislation that would require 
people in public schools and government buildings to use the restroom according to the sex on their birth certificate. 03/07/2017 1:56

03/07/2017 News
Education leaders in the Texas House filed legislation aimed at reforming the state’s system for funding public schools.  It’s one of House Speaker Joe Straus’ top 
legislative priorities of the session. 03/07/2017 0:55

03/08/2017 News

The state Senate is hearing testimony on the so-called bathroom bill. Senate Bill 6 would require individuals to use the bathroom or changing facility of the 
gender on their birth certificate. It's become a flashpoint over questions of LGBT rights and personal safety.

03/08/2017 1:12

03/08/2017 News
Texans from across the state were at the State Capitol in Austin yesterday telling lawmakers how they feel about the Texas Privacy Act, better known as the 
Transgender Bathroom Bill 03/08/2017 2:54

03/08/2017 News
Oil leaders from around the world gathered in Houston Tuesday to talk about the industry’s path forward.

03/08/2017 1:09

03/08/2017 News
The Chair of the Texas House Public Education Committee wants to pump 1-point-6 billion more dollars into the public education system. It’s part of a bill that 
would change how the state funds its public schools. 03/08/2017 0:45

03/10/2017 News
A major effort to overhaul the bail system in Texas was rolled out yesterday. According to the Texas Judicial Council, counties spend more than $900 million 
dollars every year to lock people up before their court date. 03/08/2017 1:26

03/10/2017 News
ter 14 seasons with the Dallas Cowboys -- quarterback Tony Romo’s time with the club has come to an end. The 36 year-old looks to either be released or traded 
by the only team he’s ever played for 03/10/2017 2:15

03/13/2017 News
Oil will likely start flowing through the Dakota Access Pipeline this week

03/13/2017 0:42

03/13/2017 News
The Homeland Security Department has pushed back its deadline for proposals for a giant wall along the U-S Mexico border. It’s also released some ideas of 
what it’s looking for. 03/13/2017 0:50

03/13/2017 News The U-S government has just handed Mexican authorities almost a million dollars in protective equipment for agents dismantling clandestine drug labs. 03/13/2017 0:49

03/13/2017 News

Republicans from Texas and Alaska – two energy-producing states – are expecting more fossil fuel-friendly policies from the Trump Administration. This 
weekend they called for a scaling-back of environmental regulations at the close of a global energy conference in Houston.

03/13/2017 1:12
03/13/2017 News Lawmakers in Austin are digging into federal and international issues that involve Mexico and Cuba this week. 03/13/2017 0:47

03/14/2017 News

Hearing loss is among the most prevalent birth defects. But in Texas, private insurance companies are not required to cover hearing aids or cochlear implants for 
children. But this morning a Texas House committee is looking at legislation that would change that.

03/14/2017 1:25

03/14/2017 News
Financially strapped oil producers in Texas and elsewhere are spending billions of dollars to boost production. That’s before it's clear that the recent rise in the 
price of crude oil -- brought on by OPEC production cutbacks 03/14/2017 1:01

03/14/2017 News
Two lobbying groups that don’t typically work together are joining forces in Austin. They’re criticizing bills that have to do with the hottest political topics this 
year for the Texas Legislature. 03/14/2017 1:17



03/14/2017 News

This legislative session, Some Texas lawmakers are pushing bills that would increase per-student funding for public charter schools. Each year, these charters 
schools currently receive $1400 dollars less per student than traditional public schools. Backers of the proposed changes want give charters more money, 
specifically for maintaining and updating school facilities. 

03/14/2017 1:48

03/15/2017 News
Nationwide oil production is expected to grow again next month. But that’s not necessarily good news for oil prices.

03/15/2017 1:06
03/15/2017 News A Texas lawmaker has come up with a new way to help reduce the state’s number of untested rape kits. 03/15/2017 0:48
03/15/2017 News U.S. coal exports are way down, compared to a record set just four years prior. 03/15/2017 0:40

03/15/2017 News

Budget writers in the Texas Senate are discussing legislation aimed at reducing the growth of property taxes.  But local and county leaders say the Republican-
led bill would hamstring how much revenue they can raise to pay for essential services.

03/15/2017 1:33

03/15/2017 News

People from across far west Texas gathered at the Presidio County Courthouse in Marfa last night for a public forum for the Chinati Mountains State Natural 
Area, a plan in the making since 1996.

03/15/2017 1:31

03/16/2017 News

Members of the Texas House considered a bill aimed at banning so-called sanctuary cities Wednesday. Audrey McGlinchy reports, the bill moved quickly out of 
the Senate. But it looks like the House wants to make at least a few changes.

03/16/2017 1:09

03/16/2017 News

Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton is suing the federal government for failing to move forward with plans for a national nuclear waste site. Among the lawsuit’s 
targets are the Energy Department and its new Secretary – former Texas Governor Rick Perry. 

03/16/2017 1:13

03/16/2017 News

Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton is suing the federal government over the way it regulates nuclear waste storage. If I said that a few months ago --  it wouldn’
t be much of a surprise. Texas sued the Obama administration over environmental regulations all the time in that period. But now that President Donald Trump 
is in office, the move is a bit more unexpected. 03/16/2017 2:42

03/16/2017 News

You may have heard Texas Agriculture Commissioner Sid Miller supports using a poison that will kill feral hogs ruining Texas crops and farm land. Miller likes to 
say the poison will bring about a “Hog Apocalypse” in Texas. Opponents have filed a lawsuit putting Miller’s rules for the poison on hold.  The EPA has approved 
the use of the poison but the company that makes the poison says it won’t sell it in Texas until the state rules for using it are in place. 03/16/2017 4:28

03/16/2017 News

Next week, a Texas Senate committee plans to discuss a bill that would allow parents to use taxpayer dollars to send their kids to private schools. It’s sometimes 
called a school voucher. The program is cited as a way to give students—especially low-income students—access to high quality schools. School vouchers were 
first proposed in Texas as a reaction to school desegregation: 

03/16/2017 6:47
03/16/2017 News President Trump’s newly unveiled budget proposes huge cuts for energy and environmental programs 03/16/2017 0:44

03/17/2017 News
A key member of the Mexican Senate wants to prohibit any companies involved in the construction of a border wall from doing business with the Mexican 
governent. 03/17/2017 0:42

03/17/2017 News

The NCAA basketball ball tournament kicked off this yesterday afternoon, and hopefully your bracket isn’t totally destroyed yet. There are only three teams 
representing the state of Texas this year – SMU, Baylor and Texas Southern.

03/17/2017 1:44

03/20/2017 News

Gov. Abbott's spent more than a year pushing for a U.S. constitutional convention. The goal? To pass amendments to limit the federal government's power. 
Andrew Schneider of Houston Public Media digs into one listener's question about how possible a convention is, and what this means for Texans.

03/20/2017 3:31

03/21/2017 News
In Texas, only a handful of people can legally use medical marijuana. So the vast majority who use it that way just keep quiet. One Richardson family with an 
autistic child has broken that silence 03/21/2017 5:09

03/21/2017 News
A uranium mine six miles outside Grand Canyon National Park has filled with water from a wet winter. An environmental group and two tribes are concerned 
with how the company is dealing with it. 03/21/2017 0:56

03/22/2017 News
Members of Congress from along the Mexican border asked the Homeland Security Department Tuesday to give them a breakdown of what the one billion 
dollar, first phase of the wall will look like 03/22/2017 0:57

03/22/2017 News Lawmakers want to raise the age to purchase a product--- they say is killing Texas youth. Two bills in the state legislature would raise the age for buying tobacco. 03/22/2017 1:14

03/22/2017 News

Education leaders in the Texas Senate discussed the creation of tax-credit vouchers and private school choice options on Tuesday.  It’s an issue that has pitted 
House education leaders against those in the senate when it comes to public school funding vs. private school option

03/22/2017 1:21

03/22/2017 News

Legislation aimed at reducing homeowners’ property taxes passes out of the Texas Senate.  Some critical of the bill worry it will reduce what cities and counties 
use to fund their local police, fire, and emergency services.

03/22/2017 1:20
03/23/2017 News The giant Mexican cement manufacturer Cemex says it will not supply any materials for the construction of a border wall. 03/23/2017 0:51



03/23/2017 News

Child Protective Services would get more money but public schools and higher education would get less under a state budget that is expected to be approved by 
the full Senate next week.The $106 billion dollar proposal is getting a cold reception from the Texas House Speaker who has different priorities and who claims 
the Senate is “cooking the books.”

03/23/2017 1:57

03/24/2017 News

FBI Director James Comey made a visit to UT Austin Thursday. It was his first public appearance since he told Congress on Monday that his agency is 
investigating ties between Donald Trump’s presidential campaign and Russian officials. Comey was here to have a conversation with students about the future 
of the 

03/24/2017 2:22

03/27/2017 News
Democratic Congressman Lloyd Doggett says the battle over the Affordable Care Act isn’t over, even though a Republican plan to repeal it was scrapped last 
week. 03/27/2017 1:23

03/27/2017 News A Mexican reporter was fatally shot in the northern state of Chihuahua. She's the third journalist killed in Mexico this month 03/27/2017 0:48

03/27/2017 News
The so-called bathroom bill is a priority for Texas Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick, but it’s certainly not that important for House Speaker Dan Patrick -- the man 
who controls the agenda in the state house of representatives 03/27/2017 1:14

03/27/2017 News

Will the failure to repeal Obamacare make it harder for Congressional Republicans to reform the tax code? Tax reform is a cherished goal of The Woodlands' 
Congressman Kevin Brady, chair of the House Ways and Means Committee.

03/27/2017 1:03

03/27/2017 News

A global energy company is planning to grow its presence on the Texas coast. Travis Bubenik has more on the 1.7 billion-dollar plan that includes petrochemical 
projects near Houston.

03/27/2017 1:13

03/28/2017 News

The U.S. Forest Service is hiring temporary firefighters for the upcoming season. Many in the agency were concerned whether those hires would be limited this 
year.

03/28/2017 1:00

03/29/2017 News
Despite President Trump’s efforts to bring back coal, a coal fired power plant and coal mine on the Navajo Nation face closures. Hundreds of Navajo people who 
have worked in the coal industry for generations are worried about their futures 03/29/2017 0:49

03/29/2017 News
For over a year now, health officials in Texas have been trying to improve access to long-acting reversible contraceptives, like IUDs, for women who want them. 
But there have been some pretty big hurdles in getting that done. 03/29/2017 2:38

03/29/2017 News
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton says he is "heartened" by President Trump's executive order ordering a review of the Clean Power Plan, which restricts 
greenhouse gas emissions at coal-fired power plants. 03/29/2017 0:52

03/29/2017 News

Lawmakers in the Texas Senate have passed a two year budget that would require local property owners to pay a bigger chunk of the public education tab. 
Here's what’s in and what’s out of the Senate’s two-year budget, and why that sets up a confrontation with the Texas House.

03/29/2017 1:15

03/30/2017 News

Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke wants to give tribes more sovereignty when it comes to regulating industries such as coal. He spoke to reporters yesterday  after 
the Trump Administration lifted a moratorium on federal coal leases.

03/30/2017 0:52

03/30/2017 News

States across the country with Republican-led legislatures are weighing their options when it comes to Medicaid expansion. After the failure of the GOP’s plan to 
replace Obamacare, there’s a new political landscape. Conservative states – most recently Kansas — see an opening to extend health care to more low income 
adults. 03/30/2017 2:48

03/30/2017 News
An El Paso Congressman is fueling speculation that he'll try to be the first Democrat to win statewide office in more than 20 years. KUT’s Trey Shaar has a look at 
what’s ahead for Beto O’Rourke. 03/30/2017 0:52

03/30/2017 News Oil and gas activity is continuing to grow even with low oil prices. 03/30/2017 0:48

03/31/2017 News

The prospects for Texas’ bathroom bill take a serious hit, as North Carolina scales back ITS law. North Carolina’s Republican legislature and Democratic governor 
have reached a compromise to repeal key portions of the controversial law – and it comes in the wake of a mounting economic backlash. 

03/31/2017 1:18

03/31/2017 News

A bill that would create private school choice programs by allowing state funds to be used on private school education has passed out of the Texas Senate 
Thursday and is headed to the House. 

03/31/2017 0:48


