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07/04/2017 News
: Nearly 20,000 jobs in the U.S. oil and gas industry disappeared in the past year. Now, some people who 
were laid off are getting called ba 07/04/2017 0:46

07/04/2017 News
The Department of the Interior has released final rules changing the way royalties are calculated for federal 
oil, coal and natural gas. 07/04/2017 0:43

07/06/2017 News A bill moving forward in congress would remove one of the few barriers to cross-border pipelines. 07/06/2017 1:01

07/06/2017 News

The League of United Latin American Citizens is holding its annual convention in San Antonio this week. It 
comes as LULAC and the Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund are suing Texas over its anti-
sanctuary cities law known as SB4. 07/06/2017 1:30

07/06/2017 News Hailstorms caused over five-billion-dollars-worth of damage to Texas homes in 2016. 07/06/2017 1:02

07/07/2017 News
Texas Senator Ted Cruz was in Austin last night. The stop is a part of 3 town halls Cruz is doing this week. He 
was in Austin to talk with local veterans about how to improve the federal Veterans Administration. 07/07/2017 2:18

07/07/2017 News

Today, July 7th, marks the one-year anniversary of the deadly police shooting in downtown Dallas. On 
Thursday…. police leaders unveiled a memorial dedicated to the officers who died. Among those in 
attendance: loved ones of the victims and a host of police officers. 07/07/2017 1:24

07/07/2017 News

The Texas Secretary of State’s Office has identified the information it plans to share with the Presidential 
Advisory Commission on Election Integrity. At the end of last week, Texas Secretary of State Rolando Pablos 
said his office will only hand over public data. The Trump Administration asked all 50 states for voter 
registration information last week and faced pushback from most of them. 07/07/2017 0:40

07/07/2017 News

A new report out today from environmental groups shows that over the last 5 years, Texas has rarely issued 
penalties against companies that have released unauthorized pollutants into the air during equipment 
breakdowns. 07/07/2017 1:33

07/10/2017 News The largest regulated utility company in Texas could be Warren Buffet’s next big buy, 07/10/2017 0:49

07/10/2017 News

Three federal judges in San Antonio will begin hearing arguments today [Monday], in a redistricting case 
that could affect next year’s elections in Texas. At issue is whether the Republican-controlled Texas 
legislature drew election maps to intentionally discriminate against minority voters. 07/10/2017 1:02

07/10/2017 News
A Texas-based company today announced plans to develop a natural gas plant that would service areas in 
the Delaware basin. 07/10/2017 0:47

07/11/2017 News

The Presidio County Commissioners Court took action Tuesday on several items related to embattled 
Precinct 3 commissioner Lorenzo Hernandez. Two weeks ago, Hernandez was arrested on federal bribery 
related charges. 07/10/2017 1:33

07/12/2017 News
Federal judges in San Antonio continue to hear arguments this week, in a suit centered around the question 
of whether Texas discriminated against Latinos and African Americans in the latest round of redistricting. 07/12/2017 1:09

07/12/2017 News
Harris County will not sue the state of Texas over SB4, the new state law that allows law enforcement to ask 
the public about immigration status. 07/12/2017 0:54

07/12/2017 News

A new report finds positive signs – but some mixed results - from de-regulating the texas electric market. 
The report says electricity has gotten cheaper in cities where you can choose your provider. but – it’s still 
been historically more expense compared to cities with one provider. 07/12/2017 1:06

07/13/2017 News

A new study from the Texas Coalition for Affordable Power shows shopping for electricity is becoming 
cheaper for most texans. But for those with only one electricity provider in their area prices have increased 
in a recent 10-year period. 07/13/2017 0:30
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07/14/2017 News
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick rolls out his school finance plan to be addressed during the upcoming special session. 
Patrick called on schools to spend wiser to provide teachers an across the board bonus. 07/13/2017 1:33

07/17/2017 News
Gov. Greg Abbott announced Friday, that he is seeking to be re-elected during 2018. It is the second time 
Abbott has used the Alamo City as a backdrop for the start of his election campaign. 07/17/2017 1:11

07/17/2017 News

Foreign-owned assembly-line factories known as maquilas (mack-EEE-lahs) that line the Mexican side of the 
border from Tijuana to the Gulf of Mexico have been bracing for change since the election of Donald 
Trump. But not in the way you might expect. They don't fear the possibility of the U.S. withdrawing from 
the North American Free Trade Agreement, NAFTA. Instead American maquila operators want NAFTA 
changed, saying the current version gives Mexican exporters to the U.S. an unfair advantage. Lorne Matalon 
reports from one of the the largest concentrations of maquilas on the border in Reynosa across the Rio 
Grande from McAllen in South Texas. 07/17/2017 3:17

07/17/2017 News

In other statewide news….the trump administration is working to open-up new areas for “off-shore” 
drilling. But while houston-based companies are big players, travis bubenik reports on why some of them 
may stay focused on the “mainland.” 07/17/2017 1:14

07/17/2017 News

It’s not over yet. Despite a long and contentious regular session, Governor Greg Abbott says lawmakers 
aren’t quite done in 2017. He’s called lawmakers back to Austin for a special session that begins tomorrow. 
We want to shine some light on the often confusing inner workings of state government by answering 
YOUR questions all this week. It’s a project we’re calling Texas Decides “A Very Special Session” We’ve 
teamed up with public radio stations across the state to do just that. So far, almost a dozen listeners asked 
something like: 07/17/2017 3:45

07/18/2017 News

Host: State lawmakers are back in Austin today to kick off a special legislative session. And leading up to 
today, we've been asking listeners for questions about what lawmakers will be doing. We've teamed up 
with public radio stations across the state to answer everything from the procedural to the political. We're 
calling the series – Texas Decides, A Very Special Session. Today KUT's Ben Philpott reports on why 
lawmakers need the extra work days in the first place. 

07/18/2017 3:53

07/18/2017 News

Even by the normal insecurity that journalists face in Mexico, what is happening right now to reporters in 
the border state of Tamaulipas is unusually difficult. In late April, Mexican marines killed the leader of a 
major cartel in that state—setting off a wave of crime that reporters are struggling to chronicle without 
being targeted themselves. And the story matters to the U.S. because fight is in Reynosa, a city laden with 
assembly-line factories that provide the U.S. with items like furniture, electronics and computers. 07/18/2017 2:59

07/19/2017 News

Texas Democrats are having a difficult time recruiting a candidate to challenge Governor Greg Abbott next 
year. Governor Abbott kicked off his 2018 re-election campaign late last week. 

07/19/2017 1:00

07/19/2017 News
A recent study from the Texas Association of Realtors shows that while small land sales in many parts of the 
state experienced strong gains in 2016…Far West Texas saw sharp declines in the average price per acre 07/19/2017 1:37
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07/19/2017 News

The Texas Legislature is back. They started a special session yesterday. And, while they first need to take 
care of legislation to keep some state agencies open, Governor Greg Abbott has 19 other items he’d like 
lawmakers to take on this summer. All this week we’re partnering with public radio stations across the state 
to answer YOUR questions about Texas’s special session. It’s a project we’re calling “Texas Decides: A Very 
Special Session.” Today, a listener’s asked us to explore one item the Governor wants addressed, whether a 
statewide ban on texting while driving replaces rules cities already have on the books. 07/19/2017 3:37

07/20/2017 News
Polluters could soon have more flexibility to meet ozone goals. HPM has more on what a bill passed by the 
U.S. could mean for air quality struggles in Texas cities. 07/20/2017 1:06

07/20/2017 News
The special session is underway, and of the 20 items Governor Greg Abbott says he wants lawmakers to 
tackle, one is getting a lot of attention from teachers: Increased pay. 07/20/2017 3:52

07/20/2017 News
Texas is seeing an uptick in illnesses caused by a particular foodborne parasite. As Scott Morgan of KETR in 
Commerce learned, state health officials are not 100 percent sure where the outbreak is coming from. 07/20/2017 0:55

07/20/2017 News

The Texas Senate has passed a sunset bill. Governor Greg Abbott wasted no time in proclaiming the rest of 
his agenda for the special session. 

07/20/2017 0:53

07/21/2017 News
At the start of this legislative special session,the Texas House is moving a bit slower than its Senate 
counterpart. 07/21/2017 0:50

07/21/2017 News
State lawmakers have filed more than 450 bills for the special session. Many of those bear no resemblance 
to the 20 items Governor Abbott has placed on the agenda. 07/21/2017 0:52

07/21/2017 News

An environmental group is suing the EPA over what it calls “weak” air permits at texas refineries. The group 
claims texas is issuing permits that allow illegal amounts of pollution and are – in the group’s words - 
“nearly impossible to enforce.” 

07/21/2017 0:57

07/21/2017 News

Today is day four with Texas lawmakers back at the capitol. Things are already off to a contentious -- and 
fast -- start. Today the Senate’s heard testimony on bills relating maternal mortality, school finance, 
abortion and what bathrooms transgendered people can use. A lot's happening, and we know you have 
questions. All this week week we’ve partnered with public radio stations across Texas to answer YOUR 
questions about this legislative overtime. It’s a project we call “Texas Decides: A Very Special Session.” We 
close out the week with a look at how our state representatives are paid. 07/21/2017 3:48

07/24/2017 News

Mail-in ballot fraud in Texas is an ongoing issue. That’s according to everyone who testified in support of or 
against Senate Bill 5 yesterday. The bill – which is aimed at cracking down on mail-in ballot fraud by 
imposing steep criminal penalties – passed out of a Senate committee unanimously. 07/24/2017 2:16

07/24/2017 News
A bill aimed at lowering property taxes in Texas advanced at the state Capitol over the weekend. But as 
KUT’s Audrey McGlinchy reports, municipalities say this bill will hurt their ability to provide basic services. 07/24/2017 0:49

07/24/2017 News

Thirty of the people found in the truck containing eight bodies Sunday in San Antonio were taken to seven 
hospitals for treatment. The medical staff is working to hydrate them and counteract the health threats that 
arise from being enclosed in smothering heat for hours. 07/24/2017 1:43

07/24/2017 News

Officials are still looking for answers regarding the death of eight suspected human trafficking victims and 
30 survivors found in a hot uncirculated semi-trailer in San Antonio early Sunday morning. TPR’s Joey 
Palacios reports the victims had suffered from asphyxiation, dehydration and heat related illnesses. 07/24/2017 1:22
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07/24/2017 News
Over the weekend embers of the Texas Senate heard details on a bill that would make it illegal for Texas 
cities and towns to regulate the removal of trees from private property. 07/24/2017 1:17

07/26/2017 News

The only bills that can actually pass during the ongoing special legislative session are those designated by 
the Governor. But that doesn’t mean lawmakers aren’t pushing things in the hope they COULD be 
eventually added to the official agenda.

07/26/2017 2:18

07/26/2017 News

The House Homeland Security Committee held a subcommittee hearing on Tuesday looking at the role 
technology plays in securing the U.S. border. Elizabeth Trovall has more on why some experts said a wall 
alone is not the answer. 07/26/2017 1:29

07/26/2017 News
On Monday public utility Sharyland announced that thousands of customers in parts of West Texas will 
soon see their electricity rates go down. Our own Caroline Halter has the details about the announcement. 07/26/2017 1:25

07/27/2017 News
Congressman Will Hurd, who represents much of far west Texas, introduced a bill today aimed at using 
emerging technologies in order to secure the U.S.-Mexico border. 07/27/2017 1:02

07/27/2017 News

Last week President Trump released a 17-page outline of proposed changes to the North American Free 
Trade Agreement. And just this week, Texas Representative Mike Conaway held a public hearing to discuss 
the matter in Washington D.C. Our own Caroline Halter reports on what agriculture industry leaders had to 
say. 07/27/2017 0:56

07/27/2017 News
The state Senate has passed property tax reform, but tax relief for Texans is far from a done deal. The bill is 
all but identical to one the Senate passed in the regular session, which the House let die. 07/27/2017 1:06

07/27/2017 News

Groundwater rights are often a highly contentious topic in arid West Texas, and one long standing water 
rights battle has came to a resolution. Fort Stockton Holdings was recently granted a permit to export water 
out of Pecos County 07/27/2017 1:28

07/28/2017 News

For the last year now, Balmorhea has received a lot attention mainly….related to the discovery of the 
nearby Alpine High Play -- a substantial oil resource. Some have said the discovery is reason for concern. But 
Apache Corporation -- the company behind the discovery -- has said they don’t plan on drilling on or near 
the park.  But there is one thing happening within the park that IS causing concern for officials -- and it’s not 
related to oil. 07/28/2017 4:26

07/28/2017 News

Lawmakers in the Texas House are considering a measure to extend a task force tackling the state’s 
maternal death crisis. It’s one of the few bipartisan issues before the legislature during the ongoing special 
session. A Republican is sponsoring the Senate version of the bill—and a Democrat is putting forth the one 
in the House.

07/28/2017 1:14

07/28/2017 News

The deaths of ten migrants in a sweltering 18-wheeler in a San Antonio this week has raised a lot of 
questions. One of them: why are people being transported in such a dangerous, especially after they have 
already crossed the border? 07/28/2017 0:54

07/28/2017 News A Harris County judge has set a date for the first of two trials for Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton. 07/28/2017 0:39

08/01/2017 News

Now that the Republican and Democratic conventions are over, the presidential candidates are hitting the 
campaign trail. But that trail may not lead through Texas. 

08/01/2017 1:16
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08/01/2017 News

The Texas House has given initial approval to four bills aimed at tackling the state’s maternal mortality 
crisis. The bills, which are expected to pass the House today, would extend the work of the Texas Maternal 
Mortality and Morbidity Task Force for another few years. 08/01/2017 2:53

08/01/2017 News
Members of the U-S House Agriculture Committee are touring the country to get feedback from farmers 
and ranchers on its upcoming 2018 Farm Bill. 08/01/2017 1:10

08/02/2017 News
Texas ranks dead last in a new list ranking access and affordability of healthcare and the high percentage of 
Texans without health insurance is part of the problem 08/02/2017 1:11

08/08/2017 News
West Texas representative Will Hurd is traveling throughout his district this week.And at one stop in Alpine, 
Hurd discussed border security from a different angle: protecting the individual rights of Texans. 08/08/2017 1:31

08/08/2017 News

A surge in production in the Permian Basin of west Texas - already the nation's highest producing oilfield - is 
extracting more crude oil than refiners in Texas can handle. 
But now, oil producers have new outlets for that oil foreign buyers - And that’s transforming the port at 
Corpus Christi and with it, an important part of the economy of the "Coastal Bend" of Texas. 

08/08/2017 3:25

08/08/2017 News

Texas Governor Greg Abbott asked lawmakers to figure out how to shore up the state’s teachers retirement 
insurance program, along with work on ways to change how the state pays for education overall. KUT’s Ben 
Philpott reports the Texa sHouse is looking at using the state’s savings account to meet those goals. 08/08/2017 0:51

08/09/2017 News

With less than two weeks to go in the special session, lobbying efforts over the so-called bathroom bill are 
growing more intense. As Andrew Schneider reports, faith-based organizations are playing a major role - 
both as advocates and opponents of the legislation.

08/09/2017 1:07

08/09/2017 News

The Texas House gave initial approval to a bill that would require women to pay a separate premium if they 
want their insurance to cover abortion. The bill only makes an exception for women who face a medical 
emergency as defined by the state. 08/09/2017 2:26

08/09/2017 News
Texas Republicans are split over how to revamp public school funding … The House has passed a bill to add 
over a billion dollars back into education. But GOP state senators have a different strategy. 08/09/2017 1:06

08/09/2017 News
With less than two weeks to go in the special session, lobbying efforts over the so-called bathroom bill are 
growing more intense. 08/09/2017 1:07

08/14/2017 News
A college student from Houston was one of more than a dozen injured in the car crash in Charlottesville this 
weekend. Her mother is trying to raise money for her injuries, including skull fractures. 08/14/2017 0:49

08/14/2017 News

The Trans-Pecos pipeline is complete, but Mexico is struggling to get companies to bid on capacity for it and 
other pipelines carrying natural gas across the border. Last week, the state run corporation CENAGAS, 
which oversees Mexico’s newly reformed energy market, announced the failure of a second auction for 
pipeline capacity in the North West part of the country. 08/14/2017 1:05

08/14/2017 News

This past weekend the Big Bend Ranch Rodeo saw cowboys from across Texas head to Alpine….where they 
gathered to compete in events like bronc busting and branding. But the rodeo….is a different from most 
because it features working ranchers, men and women who do all this for a living. Dane Driver is one of 
these ranchers...and he talked with us about the challenges that face cowboying culture and how that 
tradition might  continue with a next generation. 08/14/2017 2:30
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08/14/2017 News
But it wasn’t just Dane Driver’s daughter out there. The rodeo was filled with other kids who just might 
carry on the cowboying tradition. That much was clear with ONE particular event 08/14/2017 2:19

08/14/2017 News

here’s a natural resource sitting above ground in oil-rich West Texas that’s in high demand this summer. 
Millions of tons of it, in fact. A field of sand dunes extends 200 miles in a crescent from New Mexico 
through the booming Permian Basin. Now the oil industry has taken a special interest in this sea of 
windblown formations. 08/14/2017 4:33

08/15/2017 News

The goal of a special legislative session is usually for Texas lawmakers to get stuff done that they didn’t 
during the regular session. During the special session ending tomorrow, though, lawmakers also undid 
something they passed just a few months ago. Ashley Lopez reports on a bipartisan effort to curb mail-in 
ballot fraud in nursing homes. 08/15/2017 2:17

08/15/2017 News

As the Trump administration plans for a border wall, many residents in the Rio Grande Valley are concerned 
what that means for areas on the other side of the barrier. This includes Ecologically sensitive and 
historically significant land. 08/15/2017 3:48

08/16/2017 News A federal court has found two Texas Congressional Districts were drawn unconstitutionally. 08/16/2017 0:40

08/16/2017 News
Texas A&M may face a lawsuit over its decision to cancel a white nationalist rally planned for September 11. 
At issue is whether the university violated the planners' First Amendment rights. 08/16/2017 1:07

08/17/2017 News
The man accused of driving an 18-wheeler which left ten immigrants dead and numerous others injured -- 
some critically -- has been indicted by a federal grand jury in San Antonio. 08/17/2017 0:43

08/17/2017 News

Monday’s total solar eclipse is enthralling skywatchers nationwide It’s the first eclipse to span the country 
coast-to- coast since 1918. People are traveling from all over the world to the sites of totality - But, 
centuries ago, a solar eclipse was seen as a bad omen in cultures around the world. Texas Public Radio’s 
Norma Martinez reports on how myths surrounding eclipses led to traditions that carry on into the 21st 
century. 08/17/2017 3:57

08/17/2017 News

Now that a federal court in San Antonio has ruled redistricting maps drawn by the legislature were designed 
to intentionally discriminate against minority voters, all eyes are on whether or not Gov. Greg Abbott will 
call state lawmakers back to the capitol for a second special session. 08/17/2017 0:47

08/17/2017 News

Disgruntled by the results from this special legislative session, the Governor, Lt. Governor blame Speaker 
Joe Straus for what did and did not get passed and now Texas’ Public Radio’s Ryan Poppe reports some 
House Republicans have begun talks on how to change the process by which the Speaker is elected by 
fellow House lawmakers. 08/17/2017 1:00

08/18/2018 News

One of the special session bills signed into law by the governor is legislation that attempts to reform the 
school finance system. But Texas Public Radio’s Ryan Poppe reports while the bill does provide some 
additional state resources, most schools won’t see a dime. 08/18/2018 1:03

08/18/2018 News Voices of the border is a 5-part series on KRTS and KXWT. 08/18/2018 5:00

08/21/2017 News

The State Capitol is a lot quieter now that the special session is over and it looks like it will stay that way for 
a while. Texas Public Radio’s Ryan Poppe reports the Texas Attorney General’s office will not ask Gov. Greg 
Abbott for a second special session over the state’s redistricting fight. 08/21/2017 1:19

08/21/2017 News

Six Flags over Texas is removing the Confederate flag and four others that have flown over its entrance. As 
Syeda Hasan tells us, the decision
comes after the theme park faced backlash over its display of Confederate symbols. 08/21/2017 0:39
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08/21/2017 News
In San Antonio this past weekend, the Archdiocese held a mass for immigrants.And as Joey Palacios reports. 
Some of those in attendance included family of one man who died in the semi-trailer incident last month. 08/21/2017 1:06

08/22/2017 News
El Paso Electric is looking to raise rates for residential solar customers. The public utility -- which covers 
areas out towards Van Horn -- has been holding hearings for the proposed rate case this week. 08/22/2017 1:05

08/22/2017 News
The most deadly infectious disease on the planet is tuberculosis. Now, some San Antonio scientists are 
researching a new kind of TB vaccine. 08/22/2017 1:15

08/22/2017 News Houston man has been charged with attempting to blow up a confederate statue. 08/22/2017 0:36

08/23/2017 News

Baylor University is facing its eighth lawsuit claiming the school mishandled accusations of a sexual assault – 
in this case even after putting new policies in place. Nadia Hamdan from KUT News in Austin reports, a 
student says university officials attempted to shift blame away from her attacker and toward her. 08/23/2017 0:45

08/23/2017 News

In a remote part of Mexico this month, Apache men, women, and children from both sides of the Texas-
Mexico border joined other first nations of Mexico for a ceremony dedicated to forgiving the country’s 
colonial past. For Marfa Public Radio….Jessica Lutz reports the event was also a celebration of the area’s 
many cutlures. 08/23/2017 2:40

08/24/2017 News

Texas’ Senior US Senator stressed the importance of the North American Free Trade Agreement or NAFTA 
following President Donald Trump’s comments at a rally in Arizona predicting a termination of the 
agreement. 08/24/2017 1:12

08/24/2017 News

A  federal court threw out the state’s voter ID law yesterday. The judge also struck down Senate Bill 5 -- a 
less restrictive version of the law that was
passed earlier this year. 08/24/2017 0:41

08/25/2017 News

The rural school districts here say they’ve been struggling. Since 2008, Fort Davis independent school 
district in far west Texas has seen its budget nearly cut in half...down to almost 3 million dollars. And 
tightening budgets have made it more difficult for the district to fill and retain teacher positions. Marfa 
Public Radio’s Carlos Morales went to the district to see how rural schools in Texas are filling its gaps. 08/25/2017 4:40

08/25/2017 News
Amazon says its acquisition of Texas-based Whole Foods will close on Monday. And as Nathan Bernier 
reports, shoppers will notice some immediate changes. 08/25/2017 0:40

08/25/2017 News
As the Texas coast prepares for Hurricane Harvey, Houston’s heavy industry is also geting ready. Refineries 
and petrochemical plants on the Gulf Coast are keeping an eye on the Hurricane 08/25/2017 0:59

08/25/2017 News Voices of the border is a 5-part series on KRTS and KXWT. 08/25/2017 5:20

08/25/2017 News
After learning some hard lessons after Tropical Storm Allison 16 years ago, the Texas Medical Center has 
made millions of dollars in improvements. It also put some new procedures in place. 08/25/2017 0:52

08/26/2017 News

This time of year, the island town of Port Aransas is usually full of vacationers...people holding onto that last 
bit of summer. But one month after Hurricane Harvey, hotels are still empty….unable to take guests due to 
extensive damage, and in need of repairs that could take months. All those canceled reservations mean 
Port Aransas’s hospitality industry is losing A LOT of money. In the second part of our Rebuilding After 
Harvey series, Texas Public Radio’s Joey Palacios takes us to two lodging companies hoping to get back to 
business soon as possible. 08/26/2017 4:12

08/26/2017 News

Travis County Sheriff Sally Hernandez is changing her policy following an appeals court ruling. Every person 
booked into the local jail suspected of being in the country illegally will be now be detained until federal 
immigration agents can pick them up Audrey McGlinchy has more 08/26/2017 2:06
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08/26/2017 News

The latest Republican effort to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act would turn healthcare into a 
block grant program. That means all the money that used to go to Obamacare programs will be divvied up 
and handed over to state lawmakers who would get to decide how to spend that money. KUT’s Ashley 
Lopez reports health care experts here in Texas are concerned because the state has a history with block 
grants, and they say it’s not a good one. 08/26/2017 2:20

08/28/2017 News
In some parts of Houston, residents are experiencing more flooding than they expected from Hurricane 
Harvey. As Houston Public Media’s Davis Land reports, some people are only now stocking up on supplies. 08/28/2017 0:37

08/29/2017 News A new report out from a Texas agency says the country’s energy dominance is rooted in the Permian Basin. 08/29/2017 1:32

08/29/2017 News
With agents in the field from Corpus Christi to Houston, Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton has one 
message for price gougers, “Beware, we will find you.” Texas Public Radio’s Ryan Poppe reports 08/29/2017 1:13

08/30/17 News

The State’s new abortion law is being challenged by abortion providers in federal court. Texas Public Radio’s 
Ryan Poppe reports an Austin federal judge heard arguments today against the law that would ban a 
common abortion procedure.  08/30/17 1:07

08/30/17 News

It’s days after the waters began rising in Houston, and people are still being rescued from flooded homes. 
And evacuees are arriving at the George R. Brown Convention Center in downtown Houston. From Monday 
to Tuesday, the population grew from 5,000 to TEN-THOUSAND...far exceeding the capacity officials 
intended. People showed up with few possessions – just what they could carry as they evacuated 
neighborhoods for safety. 08/30/17 3:58

08/31/2017 News
A federal judge in San Antonio has temporarily stopped parts of Senate Bill 4, a state law banning so-called 
“sanctuary cities.” 08/31/2017 0:42

08/31/2017 News
Hurricane Harvey didn’t reach the state’s largest oil production play, in the Permian Basin. But the storm’s 
impact on the oil and gas infrastructure might still be felt in the still-dry oil fields of Far West Texas. 08/31/2017 1:50

08/31/2017 News
The tradition of cumbia spans two centuries and three continents; the musical backbone of Latin America, 
knits together different regional cultures through one common beat. 08/31/2017 5:15

08/31/2017 News

Some of the very first evacuees from Harvey were newborns in intensive care. They were flown out of a 
Corpus Christi hospital last weekend before the storm hit. They babies are in Fort Worth at Cook Children’s 
Medical Center. KERA’s Stella Chavez spoke to one mom who’s been by her baby girl’s side. 08/31/2017 2:42

08/31/2017 News

With the skies finally clearing over the Houston area, residents are getting their first chance to survey the 
damage and catalogue what was lost. Christopher Connelly spent some time with one family starting to 
clean up and figure out what it takes to rebuild. 08/31/2017 2:55

09/01/2017 News

Hundreds of new state laws go into effect today including a statewide texting-while driving ban. But two 
other high-profile measures – one dealing with abortion, the other immigration – are currently blocked by 
federal injunctions. On Thursday, a federal court put on hold a ban on a procedure commonly used for 
second trimester abortions. 09/01/2017 0:31

09/01/2017 News

Houston schools won’t start until September 11th because of Harvey flood damage. But principals and 
teachers will come back next week. THURSDAY the school board met to start recovery efforts for the state’s 
largest school district. Laura Isensee has more. 09/01/2017 1:04

09/01/2017 News

St. Joseph Medical Center is downtown Houston’s only hospital, just down the street from the convention 
where thousands of evacuees have been staying since Harvey hit. As Rachel Osier Lindley reports, some 
doctors and nurses have been on the clock for almost a full week. 09/01/2017 3:24
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09/01/2017 News
Hurricane Harvey is expected to be one of the most expensive disasters in U.S. history. And as David Martin 
Davies reports the head of the Texas Windstorm Insurance Association says the quasi-state agency is ready. 09/01/2017 1:20

09/01/2017 News Vice President Mike Pence visited the Texas Gulf Coast Thursday to survey damage from Hurricane Harvey. 09/01/2017 0:34
09/01/2017 News Voices of the border is a 5-part series on KRTS and KXWT. 09/01/2017 4:41

09/04/2017 News

On Friday afternoon Governor Greg Abbott says he won't call the Legislature back for a second special 
session to help pay the costs of Tropical Storm Harvey. But as Andrew Schneider reports, a key Republican 
lawmaker says he'll have to if he wants to tap the state's "rainy day fund." 09/04/2017 1:02

09/04/2017 News

Over the weekend, in Houston, baseball fans welcomed back their team. On Saturday, the Astros played a 
double-header against the New York Mets – the first games at home since Harvey slammed into the Texas 
Gulf Coast. KERA’s Stella Chavez reports from Houston. 09/04/2017 2:46

09/04/2017 News

It’s been a big week in Texas. Starting last  Friday, September first, more than 600 new laws approved by 
state legislators and signed by Governor Greg Abbott go into effect. They run the gamut...from changing the 
composition of county boards, to lowering the cost of gun licenses and a statewide ban on texting while 
driving. All this week, we’ve teamed up with public radio stations across Texas to introduce you to some of 
these new laws, ones you might not have heard about...and explain how they’ll affect life in the Lone Star 
State. 09/04/2017 4:14

09/04/2017 News

Homeowners who’ve been navigating the floods in Houston and the Gulf coast now face another daunting 
task: Navigating the FEMA and insurance. Christopher Connelly checks in with one family just starting the 
process 09/04/2017 3:39

09/05/2017 News

President Trump has decided to allow the Obama-era policy known as the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals, or DACA, to expire. The program has protected three-quarters of a million young immigrants, living 
here without papers. Some are students. There are many in Texas who will feel the sting of a new federal 
policy, especially in the city of El Paso 09/06/2017 2:06

09/05/2017 News
Evacuees From Hurricane Harvey Are Having Trouble Finding Temporary housing. Many Hotels That Accept 
Fema Vouchers Are Booked Out. Houston Public Media’s Florian Martin Reports. 09/06/2017 4:00

09/06/2017 News 09/06/2017 1:05

09/06/2017 News

In Houston, since the first time since Harvey, principals and administrators reported back to work. Students 
aren’t due back until Monday, but there’s a lot of work to be done before then. Laura Isensee checks out 
the cleanup at one campus in Northeast Houston. 09/06/2017 1:04

09/06/2017 News

There are a number of differences at the shelters housing Harvey evacuees and the ones where victims of 
Katrina went 12 years ago. A big one is telemedicine. Children, especially, are being treated by doctors in 
remote locations. 09/06/2017 3:57

09/07/2017 News
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton is seeking an emergency stay of a San Antonio federal judge’s decision 
that blocked Texas’ Sanctuary Cities ban from taking effect. RyanPoppe has the details. 09/07/2017 1:16

09/07/2017 News

As Hurricane Irma rages in the Caribbean, the U.S. army is preparing its potential response. Joey Palacios of 
Texas Public Radio reports several troops assigned to help with Harvey recovery efforts are now being 
dispatched elsewhere in anticipation of the storm. 09/07/2017 0:40

09/08/2017 News

The case over Texas state House of Representative districts has taken another step. Last week, Justice 
Samuel Alito temporary halted a lower court ruling that invalidated four Texas House districts. Now 
plaintiffs in the case have made their arguments for letting the lower court ruling go forward. 09/08/2017 1:31
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09/08/2017 News
Earlier this week, the House of Representatives voted down a budget amendment that  would’ve eliminated 
funding to long-distance Amtrak lines. This means Amtrak is here to stay in West Texas, for the time being. 09/08/2017 0:31

09/08/2017 News Voices of the border is a 5-part series on KRTS and KXWT. 09/08/2017 5:00

09/08/2017 News

Exactly one year ago today Alpine High School made international headlines after a student opened fire on 
campus and took her own life. Elizabeth Trovall checked in with the school’s administration to see how 
things have changed one year after the tragedy. 09/08/2017 1:01

09/11/2017 News

A panel of judges at the US 5th Circuit Court says “yes” to one of Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton’s 
request concerning the State’s Sanctuary Cities ban but “no” to the AG’s request to allow the law to take 
effect. 09/11/2017 1:10

09/11/2017 News
After a two week delay because of Harvey, Monday will mark back to school for most students in the 
Houston Independent School District. But some of the schools will have rolling start dates later. 09/11/2017 2:00

09/12/2017 News
The Veterans Administration is trying to streamline its disability claims process by involving outside 
organizations. 09/12/2017 1:00

09/12/2017 News
The mines of Shafter, Texas near the U.S.-Mexico border…. have been largely abandoned for over several 
decades. Now, one of the town’s silver mines is on its way to being up and running once again. 09/12/2017

09/13/2017 News The number of people who don’t have health insurance in Texas continues to decrease. 09/13/2017

09/14/2017 News
Because of Harvey, sewage-tainted flood-water ended up inside some homes. But Houston’s sewage 
‘system’ was supposed to have minimized that risk. 09/14/2017 0:51

09/14/2017 News

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott says he approves using the Rainy Day Fund to provide additional aid for the State’s 
Harvey relief efforts.   Texas Public Radio’s Ryan Poppe reports raiding the state’s Economic Stabilization 
Fund won’t require calling lawmakers back for a second special session. 09/14/2017 0:49

09/15/2017 News

More than 2 centuries ago….on the evening of September 15th, Mexican priest Miguel Hidalgo started the 
Mexican War of Independence with a ring of church bells and a call to arms known as the “Grito de 
Dolores”. Each year the day is celebrated….and our own Elizabeth Trovall attended the celebration in 
Presidio and filed this audio postcard. 09/15/2017

09/15/2017 News Voices of the border is a 5-part series on KRTS and KXWT. 09/15/2017 5:00

09/18/2017 News

The start of the 2018 election cycle is just around the corner and Democrats remain silent on who will be at 
the top of their ticket. Texas Public Radio’s Ryan Poppe reports political experts believe the party may now 
be frantic to find a candidate for the job. 09/18/2017 1:28

09/19/2017 News
Last month - after six months of gains - the nation’s industrial output was down - point-nine percent. 
harvey’s imact on the gulf coast was part of the reason. 09/19/2017 1:30

09/19/2017 News

Presidio County is still filling the vacancies left by former Presidio City Council Member, Carlos Nieto. Nieto 
was arrested on federal corruption charges earlier in the year. As a result, the positions he held on several 
city and county boards were either vacated or eliminated. 09/19/2017 0:50

09/19/2017 News
Several new laws passed during the legislative session took effect this month. Among them, one that 
amounts to open carry for swords. 09/19/2017 1:00

09/20/2017 News

As President Trump was addressing the United Nations General Assembly for the first time Tuesday, 
elected-officials, business leaders, and even students held their own summit at the State Capitol to discuss 
various aspects of diplomacy and foreign relations. 09/20/2017 2:00
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09/21/2017 News

A federal jury has indicted a second person in connection with a fatal human smuggling incident where ten 
immigrants died in a sweltering trailer in San Antonio this past July. Joey Palacios of Texas Public Radio 
reports 47-year-old Pedro Silva Segura, an immigrant living in the country illegally in Laredo faces multiple 
charges including quote conspiracy to transport and harbor undocumented aliens for financial gain resulting 
in death. 09/21/2017 1:14

09/22/2017 News
Attorneys representing cities and counties challenging Senate Bill 4, the state ban on sanctuary cities, head 
to court this Friday. 09/22/2017 1:00

09/22/2017 News

A new report out this week looks at the future of production in the oil-rich Permian Basin with TWO 
different scenarios. Elizabeth Trovall (TROH-VAUL) reports, one scenario sees production peaking in the 
next 4 years. 09/22/2017 1:30

09/22/2017 News

Republican caucus chairs in Texas have concerns about allowing Speaker Joe Straus to continue leading the 
House of Representatives. 

09/22/2017 1:04

09/25/2017 News

Speaker Joe Straus remains confident he will retain his current leadership role in the Texas House despite 
ongoing efforts to unseat the five-term Speaker, including from some of his closest allies who announced 
they will be running against him in 2019 09/25/2017 1:09

09/26/2017 News

Travis County Sheriff Sally Hernandez is changing her policy following an appeals court ruling. Every person 
booked into the local jail suspected of being in the country illegally will be now be detained until federal 
immigration agents can pick them up. 09/26/2017 0:41

09/27/2017 News

Houston won't get help from the state's Rainy Day Fund to recover from Harvey. Governor Greg Abbott 
shot down a request by Mayor Sylvester Turner to tap the state's $10 billion emergency reserve. Andrew 
Schneider reports.

09/27/2017 0:56

09/27/2017 News
A state district judge HAS SIDED with Texas wildlife officials in their efforts to limit the spread of Chronic 
Wasting Disease within the State’s deer population. 09/27/2017 0:39

09/27/2017 News

Governor Greg Abbott says texas is now moving into the next phase of recovering from harvey. abbott 
briefed state lawmakers from greater houston about new federal aid their communities can use to help 
constituents rebuild their lives. 09/27/2017 1:02

09/28/2017 News

Congress is preparing to take a second crack at passing disaster tax relief. The bill would provide tax breaks 
targeted to victims of Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria. The U-S House tried and failed to pass the bill 
Monday, in a vote that broke down largely on party lines.

09/28/2017 0:45

09/28/2017 News

If you think abortion is not a safe procedure, you are more likely to support legislation cracking down on 
abortions and abortion providers. That’s according to new research from the Texas Policy Evaluation 
Project. 09/28/2017 1:18

09/29/2017 News
Congress will be marking up a bill next week to reauthorize the Children’s Health Insurance Program. That’s 
even though the deadline for reauthorization is technically tomorrow. 09/29/2017 0:51
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09/29/2017 News

Hurricane Harvey left Port Aransas and its marina in shambles. Some boats capsized, others crashed into 
docks.. Now, the marina serves as a distribution center for 
donations of food, clothing, water, even tools.

09/29/2017 3:38

09/29/2017 News

Our latest series is a partnership with the Blackwell School Alliance called “Voices of Blackwell.” The 
segregated institution was open from the late nineteenth century and closed in 1965 with the integration of 
schools in Marfa. The second story we hear is from Lionel Salgado who attended the school from 1941-
1951. He went on to serve on the school board and worked for Presidio County for over a decade 09/29/2017 4:38

7/6/2017

Nature Notes Operation Ponderosa: Working to Save the Big Trees of the Davis Mountains, Amidst a Changing Climate: In 
2011, Texas had its driest year on record. The drought, and ensuing wildfires and insect attacks, killed more 
than half the ponderosas in the Davis Mountains. The forest habitat is now at the brink.Saving those trees – 
giving the ponderosas a chance in a changing climate – is a top priority for conservationists and Texas 
foresters.

7:45 AM, 4:44 
PM 5:00

8/3/2017

Nature Notes Lubbock Lake Landmark: A One-of-a-Kind “Archive” of Life on the Llano Estacado: It was WPA site 17 dash 1. 
In 1936, federal works crews were using heavy equipment – the likes of which had never been seen in West 
Texas – to try to rejuvenate springs in Yellow House Draw, at the north end of Lubbock. The spectacle drew 
onlookers, including local high schoolers Clark and Turner Kimmel. Dr. William Curry Holden, director of the 
West Texas Museum, recognized what they’d found: a Folsom spearpoint, at least 10,000 years old.

7:45 AM, 4:44 
PM 5:00

8/10/2017

Nature Notes For Endangered Long-Nosed Bat, An Intimate Link to Agave Is Threatened: Agave is one of the great 
resources of arid North America. It was a staple food for Native Americans. It’s notable for its beauty – its 
luminous floret and towering stalk. Agave spirits – tequila, mezcal – are prized exports. But as close as the 
relationship between agave and humans has been, one mammal in our region has an even more intimate 
relationship with the plant.

7:45 AM, 4:44 
PM 5:00

8/17/2017

Nature Notes At the Museum of Texas Tech, Exploring the Deep History of Life in West Texas: Mountain lions and mule 
deer, rattlesnakes, prairie dogs and falcons – West Texas has a rich assortment of wildlife. But rich as it is, it’
s only the present chapter in the history of life. And that history contains volumes. At the Museum of Texas 
Tech University in Lubbock, visitors encounter some of those vanished creatures, drawn from the fossil 
record of West Texas. The university’s paleontology collection contains even more.

7:45 AM, 4:44 
PM 5:00

8/24/2017

Nature Notes Caprock Canyons State Park: The West Texas Plains as They Were: The drive to Caprock Canyons State Park 
is a quintessential West Texas experience. Traveling northeast from Lubbock, one is swiftly submerged in an 
immensity unique to the Great Plains. Rural isolation increases, and you surrender to the scale of the great 
plateau, the Llano Estacado. A hundred miles, and you arrive at the Llano’s edge – the caprock. The feeling 
of time travel deepens. On rich prairie, beneath dazzling red cliffs, bison roam – the Texas state herd. At 
Caprock Canyons, you glimpse the plains as they were.

7:45 AM, 4:44 
PM 4:59

9/14/2017

Nature Notes Understanding the Risks and Realities of Africanized Bees: It sounds like science fiction. Africanized 
honeybees were bred in a lab. These hybrids were superior honey producers – but also proved ferocious 
toward perceived threats. They escaped quarantine in Brazil in 1957. By the 80s, they’d reached the United 
States.

7:45 AM, 4:44 
PM 5:00
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9/21/2017

Nature Notes Conserving a “Keystone Species”: Lynda Watson is “the Prairie Dog Lady” of West Texas: They form a 
sophisticated society, with intricate communication. Prairie dogs are remarkable for their intelligence and 
sociability. And they’re a “keystone species” – a foundation of biodiversity – on the West Texas plains.They 
nearly disappeared. Our region was once home to half a billion prairie dogs. Less than 2 percent remain. For 
one West Texan, conserving these iconic animals is a profession. She’s known as “the prairie dog lady.” 

7:45 AM, 4:44 
PM 5:00

7/7/2017 Rambling Boy

One of the fastest-growing businesses in Marfa is Airbnb. On this episode of the Rambling Boy, Lonn 
explores the history of the short-term rental website, as well as some of the more interesting spaces—and 
experiences—available here in West Texas. 11:06 AM 10:09

7/14/2017 Rambling Boy

On this episode of Rambling Boy, Lonn talks about July 14, which is Bastille Day. The holiday commemorates 
the seizure of the Bastille, a 14th-century fortress that once protected the eastern approaches to Paris, by a 
revolutionary mob on July 14, 1789. While France had very little influence on the development of Texas, 
Lonn reflects on the few historical French incursions on the area. 11:06 AM 9:51

7/21/2017 Rambling Boy

On this episode of Rambling Boy, Lonn recounts the infamous conflict between James Judson Kilpatrick, the 
town of Candelaria and the United States Army. J.J. Kilpatrick, as he liked to be called, came to Candelaria in 
1906 from Laurenceville, Alabama to teach school. By 1918, he was embroiled in a violent feud that lasted 
until 1921. 11:06 AM 10:48

7/28/2017 Rambling Boy

This week, Lonn talks about the French socialist utopian community founded in 1855, just west of Dallas. It 
was one of a handful of utopian communities in America. Today, all that exists is an old cemetery, 
surrounded by strip malls and apartment buildings. 11:06 AM 9:32

8/4/2017 Rambling Boy N/A 11:06 AM

8/11/2017 Rambling Boy

On this episode of The Rambling Boy, Lonn dives into the history of Texas fences. He explores everything 
from the barbed wire, or “bab wahr,” fencing that’s ubiquitous across the state today to the ornate square 
picket fences popular in the 1890s. 11:06 AM 10:20

8/18/2017 Rambling Boy n/a 11:06 AM

8/25/2017 Rambling Boy

On this episode of The Rambling Boy, Lonn dives into the history of the names of Texas counties and 
rethinks the naming system altogether. Would West Texas be better off with an “Agave County” instead of 
one named after President of the Confederate States Jefferson Davis? 11:06 AM 10:31

9/1/2017 Rambling Boy n/a 11:06 AM

9/8/2017 Rambling Boy

On this episode of Rambling Boy, Lonn explains why “the backyard chicken coop is an American tradition as 
old as the Pilgrims and apple pie.” Learn about the America’s history of hen houses and about a unique 
industry formed around egg-laying. 11:06 AM 9:13

9/15/2017 Rambling Boy

On this week’s episode of Rambling Boy, Lonn sheds light on the controversial and disputed legacy of 
Mexican Revolutionary Pancho Villa. This seemingly omnipresent Mexican hero (or thug depending on who 
you talk to) is also an important figure in the history of Texas, with a number of ties to the city of El Paso. 11:06 AM 10:10

9/22/2017 Rambling Boy

On this episode of Rambling Boy, Lonn Taylor reveals stories from Eddie Wilson and his famous Austin 
venue Armadillo World Headquarters, “an institution that dominated the Texas musical scene for a 
decade”. Eddie Wilson published Armadillo World Headquarters: A Memoir earlier this year. 11:06 AM 10:29

9/29/2017 Rambling Boy

Before smartphones and Skype, analog phones were the only means of communicating to the outside 
world. On this episode of Rambling Boy, Lonn Taylor takes us back to the good ol’ days of the (mostly) 
sturdy and reliable analog phone. 11:06 AM 9:17
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7/4/17 West Texas Talk
Garrett Capps: On this edition of West Texas Talk, Jackson sits down with San Antonio-based Garrett T. 
Capps Inc. for a conversation and in-studio performance in Marfa Public Radio’s Studio-A. 6:30:00 PM 0:27:19

7/5/17 West Texas Talk

Elizabeth Hansen: Hansen is the program coordinator for the Texas Archive of the Moving Image, discusses 
the organization’s mission and the Texas Film Round-Up project. The organization was founded in 2002, and 
aims to “to discover, preserve, provide access to, and educate the community about Texas’ film heritage” 
by collection and showcasing Texas films. TAMI provides wide access to a wide variety of films from home 
movies to industrial films, but is still looking for more moving images from the Trans-Pecos. 6:30:00 PM 0:24:15

7/6/17 West Texas Talk

Maria Minerva: On this West Texas Talk, Jackson Wisdorf sits down for a conversation with Estonian-born, 
Los Angeles-residing musician, producer, and writer Maria Juur, who performs under the name of Maria 
Minerva. 6:30:00 PM 0:26:47

7/7/17 West Texas Talk

Solmaz Sharif (Lannan) : Sharif was born in Istanbul to Iranian parents. She studied at UC Berkeley and NYU, 
was a Stegner Fellow, and is currently a lecturer at Stanford. Her first book, LOOK, was a finalist for the 
National Book Award. 6:30:00 PM 0:25:32

7/11/17 West Texas Talk

Jan Reid: Reid has written for Texas Monthly from the magazine’s beginnings and is the author of a dozen 
books, including a biography of Ann Richards, an acclaimed memoir called The Bullet Meant for Me and The 
Improbable Rise of Redneck Rock, a classic look at Austin’s singer-songwriter scene of the early 1970s. 6:30:00 PM 0:28:52

7/12/17 West Texas Talk

Libby Campbell: Campbell is the executive director of the West Texas Food Bank. She discusses the services 
the Food Bank provides, and the importance of providing a safe environment for clients to discuss their 
situations. Campbell explains, “The face of hunger is not always what people perceive that it is… It’s hard to 
sometimes describe what hunger is because it has affected somebody in your life whether you realize it or 
not, without a doubt.” 6:30:00 PM 0:28:57

7/13/17 West Texas Talk Chef Hugo Ortega: 2017 James Beard recipient of Best chef in the Southwest talks about his life and work 6:30:00 PM 0:19:43

7/14/17 West Texas Talk

Andrew Shapter: Shapter is the director of a documentary and feature-length film about the Porvenir 
Massacre of 1918. In this conversation, Shapter discusses the importance of this history. The documentary 
is currently in production and will finish filming in January 2018, after shooting a gathering taking place at 
the Texas State Capitol for the Porvenir Massacre’s 100th anniversary. The feature film will begin 
production in the new year. 6:30:00 PM 0:23:06

7/18/17 West Texas Talk

Kade Twist is a founding member of Postcommidty, a multimedia arts collective. In this conversation, Kade 
talks about how the collective’s first project, “Repellent Fence”, went from a half-serious joke to an eight 
year, bi-national public art project that brought together two communities divided by the U.S. Mexico 
Border. The fence, he says, initiated lasting political change along the border. 6:30:00 PM 0:21:03

7/19/17 West Texas Talk

Historic Structure Report Blackwell School: Gretel Enck, President of the Blackwell School Alliance 
discusses the organization’s mission and the building’s Historic Structure Report. The research for the 
report is currently being conducted by Bill Dupont, the director of the Center for Cultural Sustainability at 
UTSA, and a team of twelve graduate students from the UTSA School of Architecture. Graduate students 
Isabel Howard, Gustavo Ochoa, and Davis Eubanks also join in on the conversation about the work being 
carried out by the visiting team this week. 6:30:00 PM 0:25:42

7/20/17 West Texas Talk

Murray Forman: Jackson sits down with Murray Forman – Associate Professor in Media and Screen Studies 
at Northeastern University, who for over twenty years has engaged in research about hip-hop culture, 
contributing to the emerging field of hip-hop studies. 6:30:00 PM 0:26:06
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7/21/17 West Texas Talk
Patrick Rosal (Lannan): Rosal is author of four books, most recently, Brooklyn Antediluvian, which was a 
finalist for the Kingsley Tufts Award in Poetry. 6:30:00 PM 0:20:30

7/25/17 West Texas Talk

Viva Big Bend 2017: Elise Pepple talks to Stewart Ramser, Alpine’s Director of Tourism, editor of Texas 
Music Magazine, and organizer of the yearly West Texas music festival Viva Big Bend. Ramser discusses how 
the festival has grown over the years, some of his favorite acts and what to expect for the 2017 edition of 
the festival. 6:30:00 PM 0:16:23

7/26/17 West Texas Talk

Paul Allen Hunton – General Manager of Texas Tech Public Media and three-time regional Emmy winner for 
his nonfiction film work. Hunton is also DP of the short documentary film, There Will Be No Bad Talk or Loud 
Talk in This Place. Hunton is also DP of the short documentary film, There Will Be No Bad Talk or Loud Talk 
in This Place. 6:30:00 PM 0:25:25

7/27/17 West Texas Talk

Phenomena Collective: They take an anthropological approach to studying the modern idea of 
extraterrestrials and UFOs. They spent three years traveling through the southwestern region of the United 
States, investigating and documenting believers. Their work is compiled in a book, titled Phenomena. 6:30:00 PM 0:19:43

7/28/17 West Texas Talk

Donna Miller and James White: James White opened The Broken Spoke over fifty years ago in 1964. Since 
then, famous country artists like Willie Nelon, Dolly Parton, Bob Wills, and Kris Kristofferson have 
performed at the venue. The socialization of cowboys and hippies at the establishment played part in the 
rise of the “progressive country” movement in the seventies. White says that The Broken Spoke has been 
copied in other cities around the country, but there just aren’t any other honky-tonks quite like this. 6:30:00 PM 0:23:13

8/1/17 West Texas Talk

Malissa Arras: Malissa Arras, executive director of the Texas Trost Society, discusses architect Henry Trost’s 
legacy in the American Southwest and its importance to El Paso. The organization’s mission is to promote 
Trost’s work and educate the public about the architectural patrimony of the region. 6:30:00 PM 0:25:50

8/2/17 West Texas Talk
Gina Chavez: a conversation with Austin singer-songwriter Gina Chavez. In 2015, Chavez was named Austin 
Musician of the Year. She also founded Niñas Arriba, a scholarship fund for Salvadoran women. 6:30:00 PM 0:27:57

8/3/17 West Texas Talk

Freedom Solar's Craig Hawker: Jackson sits down with Craig Hawker, a solar energy consultant with Austin-
based freedom Solar Power, to discuss the benefits of solar, the installation process, and how the general 
upkeep of solar panels is easier than many imagine. 6:30:00 PM 0:27:04

8/4/17 West Texas Talk

Ross Gay (Lannan): Gay is the author of three books: Against Which, Bringing the Shovel Down, and Catalog 
of Unabashed Gratitude — winner of the 2015 National Book Critics Circle Award and the 2016 Kingsley 
Tufts Poetry Award – Catalog was also a finalist for the 2015 National Book Award in Poetry, the Ohioana 
Book Award, the Balcones Poetry Prize, the Hurston-Wright Legacy Award, and it was nominated for an 
NAACP Image Award. 6:30:00 PM 0:28:55

8/8/17 West Texas Talk

Beto O'Rourke: We hear from democratic Congressman Beto O’Rourke. Since 2013 he’s represented the 
state’s 16th congressional district in his hometown of El Paso, Texas. And earlier this year, he announced his 
bid to challenge Ted Cruz for the U.S. Senate in 2018. 6:30:00 PM 0:28:02

8/9/17 West Texas Talk

Mark Bukowski: The Big Bend Ranch Rodeo is a sanctioned rodeo of the Working Ranch Cowboy 
Association & Foundation. Mark Bukowski, vice president of the organization, explains all proceeds from 
the twenty-four rodeos that take place throughout the year help working ranchers. Bukowski says, “A lot of 
ranch cowboys have no insurance or very little insurance. So if they get injured on the job or they have a 
problem with a child or their wife or what have you, we step in and we help them out financially.” The 
organization also provides a scholarship program for children of ranch workers. 6:30:00 PM 0:24:00
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8/10/17 West Texas Talk

Dr. Doug Lisle: Lisle is a clinical psychologist and author of The Pleasure Trap. His work suggests increasing 
consumption of whole starches and reducing high-fat animal food products are key to successful, healthy 
diets. Lisle explains that whole starches like potatoes, rice, oats, and beans are the bedrock of human 
civilization. However, the prevalence of high-calorie foods makes it difficult to consume items consistent 
with human natural history. 6:30:00 PM 0:24:34

8/11/17 West Texas Talk

Cathy Park Hong (Lannan): Hong’s most recent poetry collection is Engine Empire (W. W. Norton, 2013). 
Her debut, Translating Mo’um (Hanging Loose Press, 2002) received a Pushcart Prize. Her second collection, 
Dance Dance Revolution (W. W. Norton, 2007) was selected for the Barnard Women Poets Prize. 6:30:00 PM 0:22:36

8/15/17 West Texas Talk

El Paso City Councilman Peter Svarzbein: Before Peter Svarzbein became a city council member, he created 
a fictional campaign for a streetcar between El Paso and Juarez, just like the one that ran between the two 
cities until 1973. What started as an art project grew into a grassroots effort that eventually received 
funding from the Texas government. In this episode, Peter discusses where the project stands now and the 
longstanding relationship between El Paso and Ciudad Juarez, a place that he calls a “third space.” 6:30:00 PM 0:18:59

8/16/2017 West Texas Talk
Damon Benningfield: Today’s guest on West Texas Talk is Damond Benningfield of the McDonald 
Observatory discussing the first total eclipse seen from coast to coast across the U.S. since 1918. 6:30:00 PM 0:19:19

8/17/2017 West Texas Talk

Rosa Alcala: Rosa Alcalá is poet, translator, and teacher in the Department of Creative Writing and Bilingual 
MFA Program at the University of Texas at El Paso. In this conversation, Alcalá discusses the interplay of and 
importance of both English and Spanish in her life and her latest book of poetry,  MyOTHER TONGUE. 6:30:00 PM 0:27:06

8/18/2017 West Texas Talk

Frontera Bugalu: On this episode of West Texas Talk, an interview and in-studio performance with 
members of the El Paso cumbia band Frontera Bugalú. In conversation with the band’s co-founders Kiko 
Rodriguez and Joel Osvaldo, we discuss the musical project’s biting social commentary, playing shows on 
both sides of the border and the band’s unique take on cumbia, the musical backbone of Latin America. 6:30:00 PM 0:23:41

8/22/2017 West Texas Talk

Bobby Flores: On this edition of West Texas Talk, a conversation with Grammy Award-winning Western 
swing fiddle player and acclaimed Texas musician Bobby Flores. As well as being a world class touring and 
session musician, Bobby runs a recording studio and school for students aiming to become professional 
touring musicians in San Antonio. 6:30:00 PM 0:22:51

8/23/2017 West Texas Talk

Boom Bust Stories: Professor Jason Lagapa discusses UT PB’s “Boom or Bust” writing workshop. The project 
aims “to help promote understanding of the Permian Basin’s energy and economic resources from a 
humanistic perspective.” This project is funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities and includes 
a speaker series, writing workshops, and book clubs. Second installment of boom or bust essays. 6:30:00 PM 0:28:35

8/24/2017 West Texas Talk

Ballroom Marfa Presents Tierre. Sangre. Orgo: On this edition of West Texas Talk, a conversation with Rafa 
Esparza, Beatriz Cortez, and Timo Fahler, some of the artists behind Tierra. Sangre. Oro. – the latest exhibit 
from Ballroom Marfa. 6:30:00 PM 0:27:50

8/25/2017 West Texas Talk

Christopher Owens: On this West Texas Talk, a conversation with American singer, songwriter, and 
musician Christopher Owens. Owens is best known as the frontman and songwriter for the now-disbanded 
indie rock band Girls – He has since released three solo albums. 6:30:00 PM 0:28:53

8/29/2017 West Texas Talk

Dennis McIntire: On this episode of West Texas Talk, a conversation with Presidio ISD Superintendent 
Dennis McEntire. Facing nearly $1 million in funding cuts, McEntire discusses budget priorities for his 
district, the expiration of Additional State Aid for Tax Reduction (ASATR) and the unique challenges of 
educating a remote, poverty-stricken district. 6:30:00 PM 0:22:39
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8/30/2017 West Texas Talk

John Slaughter: Photographer John Slaughter discusses his newest work, Marfa and the Mystique of Far 
West Texas. Slaughter explains how the book can provide some visual perspective in revealing Marfa’s 
special qualities that can be difficult to understand. The photographs in the work include high desert 
landscapes, art installations, performers, local residents, indigenous flora, and iconic local landmarks. 6:30:00 PM 0:24:22

8/31/2017 West Texas Talk

State of the Station: We’d like to share the results of our July listener survey with you- our first ever! Listen 
to our West Texas Talk with General Manager Elise Pepple, Development Director Laurel Coniglio, 
Independent Producer Sally Beauvais, Rambling Boy Lonn Taylor, and listener Ekta Escovar. 6:30:00 PM 0:28:50

9/1/2017 West Texas Talk

JD SAMSON & MEN: On this edition of West Texas Talk, a conversation with Brooklyn-based band, JD 
Samson & MEN. The group recently performed in Marfa as a part of the opening reception of Tierra. 
Sangre. Oro at Ballroom Marfa.The band’s music speaks of “issues such as wartime economies, sexual 
compromise, and the demand for liberties through lyrical content and an inventive, high-energy stage 
show,” according to Samson. 6:30:00 PM 0:26:44

9/5/2017 West Texas Talk

West Texas Parks Series: On tonight’s episode of West Texas Talk, we revisit our summer parks series, 
where we stopped by the state and national parks in our area. Our first stop on our West Texas tour takes 
us into the Permian Basin, where we head to Monahans Sandhills State Park. After that, we’ll dive into the 
spring-fed waters of Balmorhea State Park, then visit the nearby Davis Mountains State Park. Rounding up 
our summer tour is a stop to Big Bend National Park, where officials from both sides of the border are 
learning to deal with a decades-old problem: trespassing livestock. 6:30:00 PM 0:20:37

9/6/2017 West Texas Talk

Glen Aaron: Glen Aaron is a former attorney turned writer who organizes the Permian Basin Writers’ 
Workshop. His most recent work is The Curse of Sacerdozio, a judiciary tale loosely inspired by former 
Justice Antonin Scalia’s death at Cibolo Creek. n this episode, Aaron talks about the workshop, his writing, 
and colorful personal history. 6:30:00 PM 0:23:06

9/7/2017 West Texas Talk

Rainer Judd & Louis Harveson: Rainer Judd talks about the importance of Big Bend landscape to her late 
father. The Foundation’s mission “maintains and preserves Donald Judd’s permanently installed living and 
working spaces, libraries, and archives in New York and Marfa, Texas,” which also extends to the artist’s 
former ranch land. The foundation sold the sprawling acreage after Judd’s passing, but retains influence 
over the property because of a conservation easement, which “spells out the uses that are consistent and 
inconsistent with the conservation values desired by the landowner.” 6:30:00 PM 0:25:44

9/8/2017 West Texas Talk

Dr. Todd Davidon & Josh Rhodes: On this segment of West Texas Talk, Lorne Matalon speaks with two 
leading energy scientists, Dr Todd Davidson and Dr Joshua Rhodes, both based at the University of Texas at 
Austin’s Energy Institute. The interdisciplinary institute is comprised of scholars and researchers who focus 
on the economics and technology of energy. 6:30:00 PM 0:28:33

9/12/2017 West Texas Talk

Betty Alex: Betty Alex first came to the Big Bend on a road trip in 1969. She says on that drive, “I got out of 
the car and looked south from Persimmon Gap at the Chisos Mountains in the distance… I said, ‘That’s it. 
That’s where I want to be.’ And it took me eleven years to get back. But I did.” She ended up working at Big 
Bend National Park for over three decades and has lived in Terlingua for several years. In this episode, Alex 
talks about her life and experiences in the Big Bend. 6:30:00 PM 0:23:02
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9/13/2017 West Texas Talk

Dr. Robert Brescia: On this episode of West Texas Talk, Dr. Robert Brescia discusses how UTPB’s John Ben 
Shepperd Leadership Institute is training the next generation of leaders. The institute recently launched the 
Crisis Leadership & Learning Center, which allows students to participate in computer simulations of real-
life crises, such as 9/11, Benghazi and the Cuban Missile Crisis. Prior to working in education, Brescia was in 
the military and worked under President’s Reagan and Clinton. 6:30:00 PM 0:24:21

9/14/2017 West Texas Talk

Superintenden Orlando Riddick: On this episode of West Texas Talk, we sit down with Orlando Riddick, the 
new superintendent of the Midland Independent School District. Orlando shared his thoughts on managing 
the district’s relationship with the business community, improving education outcomes and how to mitigate 
the effects of Texas’ so-called Robin Hood plan. 6:30:00 PM 0:27:29

9/15/17 West Texas Talk

Andrea Aranow: On this edition of West Texas Talk, Guest host Tim Johnson sits down with legendary 
clothier, textile designer, and collector, Andrea Aranow. Aranow has created fashion and studied textiles 
since the late 1960’s creating pieces of clothing for a long list of well-known clients, including Jimi Hendrix 
and Miles Davis – She has traveled and lived all around the world in such places as London, Peru, outlying 
districts of China, and Japan. 6:30:00 PM 0:29:00

9/19/2017 West Texas Talk

Gabriel Diaz Montemayor: On this episode of West Texas Talk, we hear from Gabriel Diaz Montemayor. He’
s an assistant professor of landscape architecture at the University of Texas at Austin. Recently, 
Montemayor wrote an editorial calling for a revitalization of the border’s landscape. He argues this could 
lead to increased security and would provide benefits to both sides of the U.S.-Mexico border. 6:30:00 PM 0:27:29

9/20/2017 West Texas Talk

Harley Tallchief: Harley Tallchief splits his time between running an oil rig in Odessa, creating ornate 
beaded sculptures, and practicing traditional Native American dance. Originally from the Cattaraugus 
Reservation in New York, Tallchief found himself in Odessa after running out of money on his way to 
California for a job opportunity. Since then, he’s continued to work in the oil industry while continuing his 
native traditions. He says that beadwork is a reprieve from the demanding job of running an oil rig, “It calms 
me down… It’s like a therapy for me — peace and quiet…” 6:30:00 PM 0:19:43

9/21/2017 West Texas Talk

Johnny Stallings: On this episode of West Texas Talk, writer, actor and director Johnny Stallings talks about 
Walt Whitman’s enduring legacy in American society. Stallings will be performing one of Whitman’s most 
renowned works, “Song of Myself,” on Friday, September 22 at the Presidio County Courthouse at 7pm. 6:30:00 PM 0:24:27

9/22/2017 West Texas Talk

Ramona Rose: On this edition of West Texas Talk, a conversation and in-studio performance from musician, 
artist, and poet Ramona Rose. Originally from upstate New York, Ramona came Texas via Joshua Tree, 
California, with intent to help with Hurricane Harvey relief – she ended up in Marfa after meeting some 
people in El Paso who told her it was a good place to start. 6:30:00 PM 0:28:17

9/26 West Texas Talk

Jon Barela: On tonight’s talk, Barela discusses the business benefits of the border offers, how his group 
works to promote policy initiatives that benefit the region, and El Paso’s recent bid to be the home for 
Amazon’s second headquarters. 6:30:00 PM 0:23:18

9/27 West Texas Talk

Stephanie LeMenager: LeMenager and Nguyen discuss the importance of oil in the American mythos, the 
branding challenges of renewable energy and climate change, and how storytellers can help envision a 
more productive, sustainable future by moving past apocalyptic narratives. 6:30:00 PM 0:28:57
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9/28 West Texas Talk

The Kitchen Sisters: On this episode of West Texas Talk we hear from the Kitchen Sisters, Davia Nelson and 
Nikki Silva. Together the two have created hundreds of stories for public broadcast. Most recently, they 
made “The HiddenWorld of Girls”, a series on NPR that explores the lives of girls and the women they 
become. 6:30:00 PM 0:27:39

9/29 West Texas Talk Jenny Moore: Moore discusses Chinati Weekend happenings and the new Bridget Riley exhibit. 6:30:00 PM


