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As the program schedule for WETA PBS is planned, consideration is given to a variety of 

special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During April, May and June, the 

following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 

 

American History / Biography 

Arts 

Business / Industry 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

Health / Health Care 

National Politics 

Science / Technology 

War / Veterans / National Security 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 

previously mentioned topics. 

 

Amanpour and Company (Weeknights) 

American Masters 

American Experience 

BBC World News (Weeknights) 

Frontline (Weekly) 

Open Mind (Weekly) 

NHK Newsline (Weekly) 

PBS NewsHour (Weeknights) 

PBS NewsHour Weekend (Weekly) 

To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbé (Weekly) 

Washington Week (Weekly) 
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American History / Biography 

 

 

HEMMINGWAY: A WRITER (120) minutes   

Aired Monday, April 5, 2021 at 8:00pm 

Hemingway, yearning for adventure, volunteers for the Red Cross during World War I. 

He marries Hadley Richardson and moves to Paris, publishes The Sun Also Rises and 

finds critical and commercial success with his second novel, A Farewell to Arms. 

 

 

AMY TAN: UNINTENDED MEMOIR: AMERICAN MASTERS (120) minutes 

Aired Monday, May 3, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

Explore the life of the groundbreaking author of "The Joy Luck Club" in this intimate 

portrait. Archival imagery, home movies, photographs, animation and original interviews 

create a vivid, colorful journey through Tan's inspiring life and career. 

 

 

THE LAVENDER SCARE (60) minutes 

Aired Monday, June 28 2021 at 9:00 pm 

Learn the untold story of how tens of thousands of homosexual federal workers were 

either fired or denied employment in the 1950s, stirring outrage in the gay community 

and starting an LGBTQ rights movement with an unlikely hero at the forefront.  
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Arts 
 

 

BEYOND THE CANVAS (30) minutes  

Aired Friday, April 16, 2021 at 10:30 pm 

What does it take to make it to the top? Meet some of the people recognized at the 

highest levels in their fields. Conductor Michael Tilson Thomas, filmmaker Sir David 

Attenborough and others reveal what it takes to achieve excellence. 

 

 

GREAT PERFORMACES: THE ARTS INTERRUPTED (60) minutes 

Aired Friday, May 14, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

This special edition of Great Performances celebrates and spotlights the performing arts 

despite the closures and challenges created by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

 

GREAT PERFORMACES: VIENNA PHILHARMONIC: SUMMER NIGHT 

CONCERT 2020 (90) minutes 

Aired Friday, June 25, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

Enjoy the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra's performance of selections by Strauss, 

Wagner, Offenbach, Puccini and more from the Schonbrunn Palace Gardens under the 

baton of conductor Valery Gergiev featuring Metropolitan Opera tenor Jonas Kaufmann.  
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Business / Industry 
 

 

FRONTLINE: THE VIRUS THAT SHOOK THE WORLD (120) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, April 26, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

Living the year of the pandemic, filmed around the world, from lockdowns to funerals to 

protests. Using extensive personal video and local footage, how people and countries 

responded to the virus, across cultures, race, faith and privilege. 

 

 
EXTRA LIFE: A SHORT HISTORY OF LIVING LONGER (30) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, May 18, 2021 at 8:00 pm 

Track the importance of data mapping and analysis in the quest to improve public health. 

The painstaking work of past data detectives made us aware of epidemic "curves" as well 

as the extent of health inequalities among different U.S. communities. 

 

 
INDEPENDENT LENS: THE PEOPLE VS. AGENT ORANGE (90) minutes 

Aired Monday, June 28, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

Follow Vietnamese activist Tran To Nga, who, in a French court, is suing the American 

chemical industry for poisoning her and her family in Vietnam. And in Oregon, Carol 

Van Strum battles to stop the ongoing spraying of toxins by the timber industry.  
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 

 

PHILLY D.A.: INDEPENDENT LENS (120) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

The new Philadelphia District Attorney ousts resistant staff and uncovers a secret that 

shakes the police department. His team battles to obtain the complete police misconduct 

files while tensions boil over juvenile sentencing. 

 

 

PHILLY D.A.: INDEPENDENT LENS (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, May 25, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

When an on-duty officer shoots and kills a disarmed Black man as he's running away, 

Krasner must decide whether to pursue a rarity - murder charges against a cop. The police 

union plans to put Krasner on trial in the court of public opinion. 

 

 
PHILLY D.A.: INDEPENDENT LENS (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, June 1, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

Krasner recruits law students to join the next generation of prosecutors leading reform 

from within. Activists who campaigned for Krasner's election warn him of consequences 

if he doesn't accelerate plans to phase out cash bail.  
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Economy 
 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Friday. April 2, 2021 at 7:00 pm 

The U.S. Labor Department reported Friday a net gain of 916,000 jobs last month, the 

most since August, while the unemployment rate fell to 6 percent. The upbeat jobs report 

seems to confirm some economists' forecasts that the economy is on its way to recovery. 

Louise Sheiner, of the Hutchins Center on Fiscal and Monetary Policy at the Brookings 

Institution, joins William Brangham to discuss. 

 

 

POV: THROUGH THE NIGHT (90) minutes 

Aired Monday, May 10, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

Explore the personal cost of our modern economy through the stories of two working 

mothers and a childcare provider, whose lives intersect at a 24-hour daycare center in 

New Rochelle, New York. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Friday, June 4, 2021 at 7:00 pm 

The pace of hiring in the U.S. picked up in May, but Friday's good-but-not-great jobs 

report is prompting some to ask why workers are still holding back, even as businesses 

across the country reopen to something close to pre-pandemic levels. Brian Deese, the 

Biden administration's director of the National Economic Council, joins Judy Woodruff 

to discuss.  
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

 

 

NOVA: REEF RESCUE  (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, April 21, 2021 at 9:00pm 

If oceans continue to warm at the current pace, coral reefs could be wiped out by the end 

of the century. But scientists from around the globe are rushing to help corals adapt to a 

changing climate through assisted evolution. 

 

 

GRETA THUNBERG: A YEAR TO SAVE THE WORLD (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, May 5, 2021 at 8:00 pm 

Follow Greta's journey from the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, to 

Poland, where she speaks with miners who have lost their jobs. She also visits the UK, 

where she meets with one of her inspirations -- Sir David Attenborough. 

 
 

MR. TORNADO: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, June 29, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

Meet pioneering meteorologist Ted Fujita, who transformed our understanding of 

tornados. His technological advancements saved lives and helped Americans prepare for 

and respond to dangerous weather phenomena.  
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Health / Health Care 
 

 

CRITICAL CARE AMERICA VS. THE WORLD (60) minutes 

Examine the highs and lows of America's health care system, and travel to four other 

nations to see how they provide health coverage affordably and thoroughly, even in the 

face of the pandemic. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: THE HEALTHCARE DIVIDE (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, May 18, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

An investigation with NPR into growing inequities in American healthcare exposed by 

COVID-19. How pressure for profit and uneven government support is widening the 

divide between rich and poor hospitals and endangering care for the most needy. 

 

 

MYSTERIES OF MENTAL ILLNESS: EVIL OR ILLNESS? (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, June 22, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

Examine ancient conceptions of mental illness and the establishment of psychiatry. Hear 

the stories of modern-day people living with mental illness, including an aspiring 

astrophysicist with schizophrenia and an Olympics-bound boxer with OCD.  
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National Politics / Government 
 

 

FRONTLINE: AMERICAN INSURRECTION (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, April 13, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

Investigating the rising threat of far-right violence in America. With ProPublica, 

exposing the individuals and ideologies behind a wave of crimes, culminating in the 

attack on the Capitol. 

 

 

RACE MATTERS: AMERICA AFTER GEORGE FLOYD (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, May 25, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

Take a look at what has changed, and what hasn't, since the outrage and protests of last 

summer, focusing on Minneapolis as well as several other communities around the 

country that have also seen protests, police killings and hate crimes. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: THE JIHADIST (60) minutes 

Aired Monday, June 1, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

A powerful Syrian militant called a terrorist by the U.S. seeks a new relationship with the 

West. In his first interview with a Western reporter, former al Qaeda commander abu 

Mohammed al Jolani says his fight is with Assad, not the U.S.  
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Science / Technology 
 

 

NOVA: PICTURE A SCIENTIST (120) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, April 14, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

Women make up less than a quarter of STEM professionals in the United States, and 

numbers are even lower for women of color. But a growing group of researchers is 

exposing longstanding discrimination and making science more inclusive. 

 

 

NOVA: GREAT ELECTRIC AIRPLANE RACE (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday May 26, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

PBS' premier science series helps viewers of all ages explore the science behind the 

headlines. Along the way, NOVA programs demystify science and technology and 

highlight the people involved in scientific pursuits. 

 

 

HUMAN: THE WORLD WITHIN (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, June 2, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

Examine the functions of the brain, spine and nerves through stories that show how 

bodies send and receive messages, and what happens when these wires get crossed -- or 

cut. Compare nervous system functions to lightning and the electrical grid.  
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War / Veterans / National Security 
 

 

FRONTLINE: AMERICAN INSURRECTION (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, April 13, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

Investigating the rising threat of far-right violence in America. With ProPublica, 

exposing the individuals and ideologies behind a wave of crimes, culminating in the 

attack on the Capitol. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, May 11, 2021 at 7:00 pm 

Dozens of rockets launched from Gaza streaked over Israel, with heavy Israeli airstrikes 

in return, as violence spiraled between Israelis and Palestinians. In a speech Tuesday, 

Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu said militants in Gaza "will pay a heavy price." Since 

last night, 28 people have been killed in Gaza, and one Israeli died in a rocket attack. 

John Yang reports on the day's developments. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, June 1, 2021 at 7:00 pm 

In our news wrap Tuesday, slaughterhouses across the U.S., Canada and Australia have 

shut down after a new cyberattack targeted JBS — the world's largest meat processor. 

Florida became the largest state yet to ban transgender athletes from girls and women's 

sports teams in public schools and universities. Pope Francis revised church law to 

criminalize sexual abuse of adults by clergy. 


