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As the program schedule for WETA PBS is planned, consideration is given to a variety of 

special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During July, August, and 

September, the following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 

 

American History / Biography 

Arts 

Business / Industry 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

Health / Health Care 

National Politics 

Science / Technology 

War / Veterans / National Security 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 

previously mentioned topics. 

 

Amanpour and Company (Weeknights) 

BBC World News America (Weeknights) 

Firing Line with Margaret Hoover (Weekend) 

Frontline (Weekly) 

NHK Newsline (Weekday mornings) 

Open Mind (Weekend) 

PBS NewsHour (Weeknights) 

PBS NewsHour Weekend (Weekends) 

To the Contrary (Weekly) 

Washington Week (Weekly) 
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American History / Biography 

 

 

NORMAN LEAR: AMERICAN MASTERS (90) minutes   

Aired Friday, July 2, 2021 at 9:00pm 

Discover how the prolific creator of "All in the Family," "The Jeffersons" and "Good 

Times" effected social change through his groundbreaking sitcoms and activism. Features 

George Clooney, Amy Poehler, Jon Stewart, Russell Simmons and others. 

 

 

GENERATION 9/11 (120) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, August 31, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

Follow seven young people whose fathers died on 9/11. When they were born, the nation 

was drawn together. Twenty years later, in a divided America, they enter adulthood with 

a sense of responsibility that stems from their own personal tragedy. 

 

 

AMERICAN EXPERIENCE: SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR: THE FIRST (120) 

minutes 

Aired Monday, September 13, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

When Ronald Reagan nominated Sandra Day O'Connor as the Supreme Court's first 

female justice in 1981, the announcement dominated the news. Time Magazine's cover 

proclaimed "Justice At Last," and she received unanimous Senate approval. Born in 1930 

in El Paso, Texas, O'Connor grew up on a cattle ranch in Arizona in an era when women 

were expected to become homemakers. After graduating near the top of her class at 

Stanford Law School, she could not convince a single law firm to interview her, so she 

turned to volunteer work and public service. A Republican, she served two terms in the 

Arizona state senate, then became a judge on the state court of appeals. During her 25 

years on the Supreme Court, O'Connor was the critical swing vote on cases involving 

some of the 20th century's most controversial issues, including abortion, affirmative 

action - and she was the tiebreaker on Bush v. Gore. Forty years after her confirmation, 

this biography recounts the life of a pioneering woman who both reflected and shaped an 

era.  
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Arts 
 

 

GREAT PERFORMANCES: GLORIA ESTEFAN—SANGRE YORUBA (90) 

minutes  

Aired Friday, July 9, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

Adventure through three of Brazil's most influential cities with the GRAMMY Award-

winning singer as she explores the origins of its music through its people and offers an 

inside look at the creation of her new Brazilian-influenced album. 

 

 

GREAT PERFORMANCES: VIENNA PHILHARMONIC SUMMER NIGHT 

CONCERT 2021 (90) minutes 

Aired Friday, August 27, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

Enjoy the Vienna Philharmonic's annual summer night concert with pianist Igor Levit 

under the direction of guest conductor Daniel Harding at Austria's Schonbrunn Palace. 

 

 

GREAT PERFORMANCES: YANNICK—AN ARTIST’S JOURNEY (120) 

minutes 

Aired Friday, September 4, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

This film tells the story of Canadian Born conductor Yannick's Nezet Seguin, rise from a 

child prodigy to one of the most acclaimed and sought-after music directors of his 

generation. He was born in 1975.  
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Business / Industry 
 

 

FRONTLINE: BOEING’S FATAL FLAW (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, July 6, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

An investigation of Boeing's flawed 737 Max jet and the crashes that killed 346 people. 

With the New York Times, revealing the commercial pressures, flawed design, and failed 

oversight behind the creation of Boeing's fastest selling plane. 

 

 

SUZE ORMAN’S ULTIMATE GUIDE TO RETIREMENT (120) minutes 

Aired Monday, August 16, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

Join the acclaimed personal finance expert for essential advice on planning for and 

thriving in retirement. With empathy, straight talk and humor, Suze provides information 

about key steps for anyone trying to achieve their "ultimate retirement." 

 

 

FUTURE OF WORK: THE NEW INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, September 1, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

Illuminates disruptions to the world of work -- AI, robotics, globalization, labor practices. 

The pandemic is a new driver of change, with unemployment flipping from lowest in 50 

years to highest in a century.  
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 

 

POV: LANDFALL (90) minutes 

Aired Monday, July 12, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

After the fallout of Hurricane Maria, Puerto Rico faces a new threat: disaster capitalism. 

The resulting collective trauma and resistance pose a question of global urgency: when 

the world falls apart, what does a just recovery look like? 

 

 

POV: AMERICA (60) minutes 

Aired Monday, August 23, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

Diego lives away from his family, where he scrubs wax in a surf shop by day and stilt-

walks the malecon by night. He returns home after his grandmother, America, falls from 

her bed, leading to his father's arrest for elder neglect. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: BOEING’S FATAL FLAW (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, September 14, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

An investigation of Boeing's flawed 737 Max jet and the crashes that killed 346 people. 

With the New York Times, revealing the commercial pressures, flawed design, and failed 

oversight behind the creation of Boeing's fastest selling plane.  
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Economy 
 

 

FRONTLINE: THE POWER OF THE FED (60) minutes 

Aired Friday, July 13, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

When COVID struck, the Federal Reserve stepped in to try to avert economic crisis. As 

the country's central bank continues to pump billions of dollars into the financial system 

daily, who is benefitting and at what cost? 

 

 

POV: PIER KIDS (90) minutes 

Aired Monday, August 2, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

Follow the Black, homeless queer and trans youth who call NY's Christopher Street Pier 

their home as they withstand tremendous amounts of homophobia and discrimination 

while working to carve out autonomy and security in their lives. 

 

 

FUTURE OF WORK: CHANGING WORK, CHANGING WORKERS (60) 

minutes 

Aired Wednesday, September 15, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

Do businesses need offices? Is a 9-5 workday valid? Does the nation need a drastic 

rethinking of the social safety nets? Does America face a "post-work" era, or increased 

inequities in how we make our livings? 
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

 

 

WONDERS OF MEXICO (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, July 14, 2021 at 10:00pm 

Travel south along Mexico's mountain spine, explore the tropical forests of the Maya, and 

journey across the deserts of northern Mexico to discover its amazing wildlife and 

culture. 

 

 

NOVA: OPERATION LIGHTHOUSE RESCUE (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, August 11, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

The Gay Head Lighthouse, a historic landmark perched high on the cliffs of Martha's 

Vineyard, is soon to become the next victim of the ocean's relentless erosion of the 

island's cliffs. Join engineers as they race to rescue this national treasure. 

 

 

NATURE: NATURAL BORN REBELS: THE MATING GAME (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, September 8, 2021 at 8:00 pm 

Getting ahead in the mating game requires some astonishing behavior from promiscuous 

prairie dogs, to backstabbing manakins, kidnapping macaques, and hyenas with a bad 

case of sibling rivalry.  



 10 

Health / Health Care 
 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Thursday, July 29, 2021 at 7:00 pm 

The frustration over masking mandates that has been playing out around the country 

erupted in Missouri Tuesday night during a county council meeting that focused on the 

new mask mandates issued just the day before. Dr. Faisal Khan, the acting director of the 

St Louis County Health Department called to testify during that meeting, faced racial 

slurs, verbal attacks and even physical intimidation. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: CHINA’S COVID SECRET (90) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, August 24, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

The untold story of the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic and how China responded. 

Chinese scientists and doctors, international disease experts and health officials reveal 

missed opportunities to suppress the outbreak, and lessons for the world. 

 

 

NOVA: THE CANNABIS QUESTION (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, September 29, 2021 at 9:00 pm  

Cannabis contains chemicals which mimic ones found in our brain. One is THC, which 

produces the high associated with pot use. Another, called CBD, shows promise for 

treating seizures, addiction, and insomnia. NOVA joins scientists and experts around the 

country. What risks does cannabis pose to the developing adolescent brain? Does heavy 

cannabis use impair intelligence, increase psychosis, or even put future generations at risk 

for addiction? As cannabis becomes socially accepted, scientists are racing to understand 

the long-term health consequences. 
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National Politics / Government 
 

 

FRONTLINE: LEAVING AFGHANISTAN (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, July 20, 2021 at 10:00pm 

Investigating the consequences of America's withdrawal from Afghanistan. With 

exclusive access to a militant wing of the Taliban, and the story of Iran's growing 

influence across the country. Also this hour, a report on politics and rape in India. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: IN THE SHADOW OF 9/11 (120) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, August 10, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

How seven men in Miami were indicted for the biggest alleged al-Qaeda plot since 9/11. 

From the director of Leaving Neverland, the bizarre story of an FBI sting that led to a 

terror prosecution, though the men had no weapons or connection to al-Qaeda. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: AMERICA AFTER 9/11 (120) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, September 7, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

How 9/11 ushered in an era of fear, mistrust, and division in America. The compromises 

and consequences for American democracy-from the terror attacks, through four 

presidencies, wars abroad, and ultimately insurrection at home.  
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Science / Technology 
 

 

NOVA: METEOR STRIKE (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, July 14, 2021 at 9:00pm 

A blinding streak of light screaming across the Russian sky, followed by a shuddering 

blast strong enough to damage buildings and send more than 1000 people to the hospital. 

On the morning of February 15th, a 7000-ton asteroid crashed into the Earth's 

atmosphere, exploded and fell to earth across a wide swath near the Ural Mountains. 

According to NASA, the Siberian Meteor, which exploded with the power of 30 

Hiroshima bombs, was the largest object to burst in the atmosphere since a 1908 event 

near Siberia's Tunguska river. That time there were few eyewitnesses and no record of 

the event except for thousands of acres of flattened trees. This time however the event 

was captured by countless digital dashboard cameras, which have lately become a 

common fixture in Russian autos and trucks. Within days, armed with this unprecedented 

crowd-sourced material, NOVA crews hit the ground in Russia along with impact 

scientists as they hunt for debris from the explosion and clues to the meteor's origin and 

makeup. To understand how lucky we were this time, we explore even greater explosions 

in the past, from Tunguska to the asteroid that extinguished the dinosaurs 65 million 

years ago. "Russian Meteor Strike" puts it all together and asks: Is our solar system a 

deadly celestial shooting gallery - with Earth in the cross-hairs? What are the chances that 

another, even more massive asteroid is heading straight for us? Are we just years, months 

or days away from a total global reboot of civilization, or worse? 

 

 

WHEN WHALES WALKED: JOURNEY INTO DEEP TIME (120) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, August 25, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

Meet the ancient ancestors of four iconic creatures: crocodiles, birds, whales and 

elephants. Join top scientists on a global adventure as they follow clues from the fossil 

record and use 21st century technology to make exciting new discoveries. 

 

 

NOVA: NATURE’S FEAR FACTOR (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, September 1, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

When top predators disappeared from Mozambique's Gorongosa National Park, other 

animals fell into unusual patterns. Now scientists are reintroducing wild dogs to restore 

the park's "landscape of fear" and with it the natural balance of the ecosystem.  
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War / Veterans / National Security 
 

 

POV: MAYOR (90) minutes 

Aired Monday, July 26, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

Musa Hadid is the Christian mayor of Ramallah, the de factor capital of the Palestinian 

Authority. As he tries to keep his city running, his job is made increasingly difficult by 

the Israeli occupation of his home. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Monday, August 2, 2021 at 7:00 pm 

The Taliban’s surge is threatening major urban centers across Afghanistan. Meanwhile, 

the sense of panic is growing as more Afghans were granted permission to resettle in the 

United States. Special correspondent Jane Ferguson joins John Yang with updates on this 

fast-evolving situation. 

 

 

AMANPOUR AND COMPANY (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, September 1, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

Former U.S. military adviser Sarah Chayes discusses the United States’ withdrawal from 

Afghanistan. Ambassador Maleeha Lodhi explains what’s at stake in Pakistan if 

Afghanistan descends into chaos. Epidemiologist Larry Brilliant discusses the emergence 

of a new COVID-19 variant first seen in Colombia. Author and former U.S. marine Elliot 

Ackerman joins the program. 

 


