
 1 

 

 

 

 

QUARTERLY PROGRAM TOPIC REPORT 

WETA TV26 PROGRAMMING 
 

 

4th Quarter 2021 

October, November, December 
  



 2 

 

 

As the program schedule for WETA TV26 is planned, consideration is given to a variety 

of special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During October, November, and 

December, the following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 

 

American History / Biography 

Arts 

Business / Industry 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

Health / Health Care 

National Politics 

Science / Technology 

War / Veterans / National Security 

 

 

 

 

 

The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 

previously mentioned topics. 

 

Amanpour and Company (Weeknights) 

BBC World News America (Weeknights) 

Firing Line with Margaret Hoover (Weekend) 

Frontline (Weekly) 

Nightly Business Report (Weeknights) 

Open Mind (Weekend) 

PBS NewsHour (Weeknights) 

PBS NewsHour Weekend (Weekends) 

To the Contrary (Weekend) 

Washington Week (Weekly) 
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American History / Biography 

 

 

AMERICAN MASTERS: RITA MORENO: JUST A GIRL WHO DECIDED TO 

GO FOR IT (120) minutes   

Aired Tuesday, October 5, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

Discover how Moreno defied her humble upbringing and racism to become one of a 

select group of Emmy, Grammy, Oscar and Tony Award winners. Explore her 70-year 

career with new interviews, clips of her iconic roles and scenes of the star on set today. 

 

 

THE LAST BATTLEFRONT: QUEST FOR THE VOTE IN WASHINGTON, DC 

(60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, November 8, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

The fight for statehood in Washington, D.C. represents only the latest effort to restore 

basic rights lost by District residents at the country’s founding. In four turning points 

from 1783 to today, this film explores this story and how what happened in the District 

can be traced to the nation’s earliest days — to fights among founding leaders over 

centralized versus decentralized government, and to core themes of race and politics that 

have shaped America throughout its history. 

 

 

SLAVERY BY ANOTHER NAME (120) minutes 

Aired Saturday, December 18, 2021 at 8:00 pm 

Reveals the interlocking forces that enabled "neoslavery" to begin and persist from 1865 

to 1945.  
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Arts 
 

 

KENNEDY CENTER AT 50 (90) minutes  

Aired Friday, October 1, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

Echoing "An American Pageant for the Arts," the 1962 event conducted by Leonard 

Bernstein, this special celebration and re-launch of live, in-person performing arts in 

America will be hosted by six-time Tony Award winner Audra McDonald with special 

guest Caroline Kennedy and feature the National Symphony Orchestra (NSO). The 

concert will be directed and choreographed by Emmy Award? winner and Tony Award 

nominee Joshua Bergasse and feature newly announced conductors JoAnn Falletta, 

Steven Reineke, and Thomas Wilkins. 

 

 

GREAT PERFORMANCES: FIDDLER—A JOHN WILLIAM PREMIERE AT 

TANGLEWOOD (90) minutes 

Aired Friday, November 12, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

Experience a concert of works by legendary composer John Williams from Boston 

Symphony Orchestra's summer home at Tanglewood including Williams' new violin 

concerto performed by virtuoso Anne-Sophie Mutter and other works conducted by 

Andris Nelsons. 

 

 

IN PERFORMANCE AT THE WHITE HOUSE: SPIRIT OF THE SEASON (60) 

minutes 

Aired Tuesday, December 21, 2021 at 8:00 pm 

Revel in dazzling musical performances from the White House in celebration of the 

holiday season, featuring President Joseph R. Biden, Jr., host Jennifer Garner, Andrea 

Bocelli, Camila Cabello, Eric Church, Jonas Brothers, Billy Porter and more.  
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Business / Industry 
 

 

IMPOSSIBLE BUILDS: ICE WORLDS (60) minutes 

Aired Saturday, October 13, 2021 at 8:00 pm 

Over the top, ambitious and nature-defying -China's incredible Ice World will 

transform37 acres of sub-tropical quarry into a sub-zero ski resort. The construction team 

will have to battle the worst nature can throw at them. But If they can pull it off -they'll 

make science fiction a reality. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: PANDORA PAPERS (90) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, November 9, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

A huge leak reveals hidden assets and deals of the wealthy and powerful. With the 

International Consortium of Investigative Journalists, secret finance overseas and in the 

U.S. Also, with Retro Report, the legacy of a 1981 massacre in El Salvador. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: OPIODS, INC (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, December 28, 2021 at 10:00 pm 
The story of a drug company that pushed opioids by bribing doctors and committing insurance 

fraud. With the Financial Times, an investigation of how Insys Therapeutics profited from a 

fentanyl-based painkiller 50 times stronger than heroin.  
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 

 

POV: FRUITS OF LABOR (90) minutes 

Aired Monday, October 4, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

Ashley, a Mexican American teenager, dreams of graduating high school and going to 

college. But when ICE raids threaten her family, Ashley is forced to become the 

breadwinner, working days in strawberry fields and nights at a food processing company. 

 

 

SECRETS OF THE DEAD: THE CARAVAGGIO HEIST (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, November 24, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

Father Marius Zerafa, director of museums in Malta, risks his life to recover a 

Caravaggio masterpiece stolen from a cathedral in 1984. 

 

 

POV: UNAPOLOGETIC (270) minutes 

Aired Monday, December 27, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

Meet Janae and Bella, two fierce abolitionists whose upbringing and experiences shape 

their activism and views on Black liberation. Told through their lens, Unapologetic offers 

an inside look into the movement and ongoing work that transformed Chicago, from the 

police murder of Rekia Boyd to the election of mayor Lori Lightfoot. 

.  
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Economy 
 

 

RAISING THE FUTURE: THE CHILD CARE CRISIS (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, October 12, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

PBS NewsHour explores the burden costly childcare places on families, travels to cities 

and states experimenting with new ways of providing childcare, and delves into the 

political battle brewing over the idea of federally funded universal childcare. 

 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: DUTY FREE (60) minutes 

Aired Monday, November 22, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

Fired from a lifelong job, a 75-year-old mom teams up with her son to reclaim her future 

through bucket list adventures. Her journey uncovers the economic insecurity faced by 

millions of Americans. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Friday, December 3, 2021 at 7:00 pm 
Friday's jobs report offered mixed signals about the state of hiring, but one thing was clear: more 

people are trying to get back into the labor force. Supply chain issues are one key challenge as 

companies compete for workers and wait for products to reach customers. Economics 

correspondent Paul Solman reports from the Port of Los Angeles, where container imports have 

been clogged for months. 
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

 

 

NATURE: MY GARDEN OF A THOUSAND BEES (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, October 20, 2021 at 8:00 pm 

PBS NewsHour explores the burden costly childcare places on families, travels to cities 

and states experimenting with new ways of providing childcare, and delves into the 

political battle brewing over the idea of federally funded universal childcare. 

 

 

NATURE: THE ELEPHANT AND THE TERMITE (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, November 3, 2021 at 8:00 pm 

Witness the dramas of Africa's great wildlife meeting place -- the waterhole. From 

mighty elephants to tiny termites, an entire community of creatures call the waterhole 

their home. 

 

 

EARTH EMERGENCY (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, December 29, 2021 at 8:00 pm 

Explore how environmental feedback loops are amplifying global warming and what we 

can do about it. Narrated by Richard Gere, this revealing film asks whether we are 

approaching a point of no return or if we have the will and vision to act now.  
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Health / Health Care 
 

 

ANGELS ON HORSEBACK: MIDWIVES IN THE MOUNTAINS (60) minutes 

Aired Saturday, October 30, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

Explore the driving force, trials and triumphs of the women of the Frontier Nursing 

Service. Founded in 1925 by Mary Carson Breckinridge, the Frontier Nursing Service 

brought unprecedented healthcare to rural Appalachia. 

 

 

EAT YOUR MEDICINE: THE PEGAN DIET W/MARK HYMAN, MD (120) 

minutes 

Aired Tuesday, November 30, 2021 at 9:30 pm 

Dr. Mark Hyman is a practicing medical doctor who has been studying nutrition and 

treating patients for over 30 years. He practices a style of medicine called Functional 

Medicine which uncovers and addresses the root cause of disease-the only way to 

actually cure and reverse chronic conditions. One of the most common conditions he 

treats is FLC syndrome-that's Feel Like Crap syndrome. Unfortunately, FLC syndrome is 

commonplace among so many of us. But, the good news is, by the end of this 60-minute 

show, you'll learn all about reversing FLC syndrome, along with many other chronic 

diseases, using the most powerful drug on the planet. This medicine is available to 

everyone, and it works faster, better, and is cheaper than any other drug on the market-

and all the side effects are good ones. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Thursday, December 9, 2021 at 7:00 pm  

As the country braces for the unknowns of the new omicron variant, the delta variant is 

still overwhelming parts of the United States. Some states in the Northeast and Midwest 

have seen sustained record-breaking case numbers. William Brangham reports on how 

it's hitting Vermont.  
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National Politics / Government 
 

 

HOW THE MONUMENTS CAME DOWN (90) minutes 

Aired Monday October 9, 2021 at 8:00 pm 

How the Monuments Came Down is a timely and searing look at the history of white 

supremacy and Black resistance in Richmond, Virginia-the former capital of the 

Confederacy. Through stories of descendants and activists, the film reveals how 

monuments to Confederate leaders stood for more than a century-and why they fell. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: THE POWER OF THE FED (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, November 2, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

When COVID struck, the Federal Reserve stepped in to try to avert economic crisis. As 

the country's central bank continues to pump billions of dollars into the financial system 

daily, who is benefitting and at what cost? 

 

 

WASHINGTON WEEK (30) minutes 

Aired Friday, December 3, 2021 at 8:00 pm 

As anxiety over the omicron variant mounts, the battle over abortion rights heats up. The 

panel also discussed the Jan. 6 committee’s push for former Trump administration 

officials to testify.  
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Science / Technology 
 

 

NOVA: THE UNIVERSE REVEALED: AGE OF STARS (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, October 27, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

PBS' premier science series helps viewers of all ages explore the science behind the 

headlines. Along the way, NOVA programs demystify science and technology and 

highlight the people involved in scientific pursuits. 

 

 

NOVA: UNIVERSE REVEALED: ALIEN WORLDS (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, November 10, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

For nearly as long as humans have gazed up at the night sky, we’ve wondered whether 

other lifeforms and intelligences could be thriving on worlds far beyond our own. 

Answering that question seemed forever fated to remain pure speculation. But over the 

last few decades, ultra-sensitive telescopes and dogged detective work have transformed 

alien planet-hunting from science fiction into hard fact. NOVA tells the story of how the 

first breakthrough discoveries of exoplanets — planets orbiting other stars — were made. 

Expecting to find them similar to our familiar planets, scientists instead discovered a riot 

of exotic worlds. 

 

 

NOVA: DECODING THE GREAT PYRAMID (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, December 22, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

Stunning new archaeological evidence provides clues about the Egyptians who built the 

Great Pyramid of Giza -- and how they did it. Join researchers as they delve into the 

logbook of a work crew and discover how the massive project transformed Egypt.   
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War / Veterans / National Security 
 

 

FRONTLINE: TALIBAN TAKEOVER (60) minutes 

Aired Saturday, October 12, 2021 at 9:00 pm 

The Taliban take over Afghanistan, and the threat of ISIS and Al Qaeda intensifies. On 

the ground, reporter Najibullah Quraishi investigates uncertainty and fear among the 

Afghan people and revisits the lead up to the U.S. defeat and Taliban's return. 

 

 

AMERICAN VETERAN: THE RECKONING (60) minutes 

Aired Monday, November 11, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

Veterans reflecting on their service ask how we -- veterans and civilians together -- can 

move America forward. Hosted by Army veteran, actor and motivational speaker J. R. 

Martinez. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, December 14, 2021 at 7:00 pm 

The last known airstrike conducted before U.S. troops left Afghanistan did not kill its 

intended ISIS target. The drone killed 10 civilians — including 7 children — leading to 

growing questions over how the U.S. military prevents and reports civilian casualties. 

The Pentagon said Monday it will change procedures, but would not discipline any troops 

for the strike in Kabul. Nick Schifrin explains. 


