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As the program schedule for WETA TV26 is planned, consideration is given to a variety 

of special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During January, February, 

March, the following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 

 

American History / Biography 

Arts 

Business / Industry 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

Health / Health Care 

National Politics 

Science / Technology 

War / Veterans / National Security 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 

previously mentioned topics. 

 

Amanpour and Company (Weeknights) 

BBC World News America (Weeknights) 

Firing Line with Margaret Hoover (Weekend) 

Frontline (Weekly) 

Nightly Business Report (Weeknights) 

Open Mind (Weekend) 

PBS NewsHour (Weeknights) 

PBS NewsHour Weekend (Weekends) 

To the Contrary (Weekly) 

Washington Week (Weekly)) 
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American History / Biography 

 

 

FINDING YOUR ROOTS: COMING TO AMERICA (120) minutes   

Aired January 12, 2021 at 8:00pm 

Henry Louis Gates, Jr. helps Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi, news anchor Norah 

O'Donnell and fashion designer Zac Posen explore their immigrant roots, retracing the 

journeys of their ancestors who arrived in the U.S. with little more than a dream. 

 

 

DRIVING WHILE BLACK: RACES, SPACE, AND MOBILITY IN AMERICA 

(120) minutes 

Aired February 19, 2021 at 9:00pm 

Discover how the advent of the automobile brought new freedoms and new perils for 

African Americans on the road in this deep look into the dynamics of race, space and 

mobility in America over time. 

 

 

AMERICA EXPERIENCE: THE BLINDING OF ISAAC WOODARD (120) 

minutes 

Aired March 30, 2021 at 9:00pm 

Discover the 1946 incident of racial violence by police that led to the racial awakening of 

President Harry Truman and set the stage for the landmark 1954 Supreme Court Brown 

v. Board of Education decision, jump-starting the civil rights movement.  
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Arts 
 

 

IN CONCERT AT THE HOLLYWOOD BOWL: JAZZ AT THE HOLLYWOOD 

BOWL (60) minutes  

Aired January 29, 2021 at 9:00pm 

See Dianne Reeves perform with Brazilian musician Ivan Lins, as well as Chucho 

Valdes, Kamasi Washington and Cecile McLorin Salvant. Watch Herbie Hancock, Carlos 

Santana, Wayne Shorter, Marcus Miller and Cindy Blackman Santana (a.k.a. Mega 

Nova) jam. 

 

 

IN CONCERT AT THE HOLLYWOOD BOWL: MUSICA SIN FRONTERS (60) 

minutes 

Aired February 12, 2021 at 9:00pm 

Vin Scully narrates "Lincoln Portrait" with Gustavo Dudamel and the LA Phil. Carlos 

Vives sings "La Tierra de Olvido" "La Gota Fria" while Cafe Tacvba performs "El Baile 

y El Salon." Siudy Garrido dances flamenco to Manuel de Falla's "El Amor Brujo." 

 

 

AMERICAN MASTERS: TWYLA THARP (90) minutes 

Aired March 26, 2021 at 9:00pm 

Explore legendary choreographer Twyla Tharp's career and famously rigorous creative 

process, with original interviews, first-hand glimpses of her at work and rare archival 

footage of select performances from her more than 160 choreographed works.  
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Business / Industry 
 

 

PBS AMERICAN PORTRAIT: I WORK (60) minutes   

Aired January 12, 2021 at 8:00pm 

Everyday people share self-shot stories about their jobs and careers as they navigate the 

changes they're experiencing and the goals they're working toward. From teachers to 

truck drivers, they explore what it really means to work in America today. 

 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: 9 TO 5—THE STORY OF A MOVEMENT (90) minutes 

Aired February 1, 2021 at 10:00pm 

Go inside the inspiring movement for women's workplace equality in the 1970s. Started 

by a group of Boston secretaries, the 9to5 cause used humor to attract press attention and 

shame bosses into giving better pay and ending sexual harassment. 

 

 

RETIRE SAFE AND SECURE WITH ED SLOT FOR 2021 (120) minutes   

Aired March 15, 2021 at 9:30pm 

America needs Ed Slott now more than ever! Greedy Wall Street bankers and Congress 

have just upended 30+ years of the tax code - what does it all mean for you and your 

family!? And more importantly, how can you protect your hard-earned savings?! Retire 

Safe & Secure with Ed Slott is a dynamic program shot on location in a theater in front of 

an enthusiastic audience of 700. As he's done in all of his hit pledge specials, Ed 

combines a vast in-depth knowledge of retirement tax rules with his legendary humor, 

"...so you know that Uncle Sam isn't your real uncle, don't you?" Ed Slott makes talking 

about taxes FUN! And he's put together a gift package that has everything you'll need to 

"...get YOUR plan, not the government plan!" As Ed always says, "It's not how much you 

make, it's how much you keep!"  
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 

 

POV: THE MOLE AGENT (90) minutes 

Aired January 25, 2021 at 9:30pm 

Follow a private investigator hired to go undercover inside a nursing home as he 

struggles to balance his assignment with his increasing involvement in the lives of other 

residents. 

 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: WOMEN IN BLUE (90) minutes 

Aired February 8, 2021 at 10:00pm 

Under the leadership of the Minneapolis Police Department's first female chief, women 

officers seek gender equity, redefining what it means to protect and serve. But a fatal 

shooting and a new male chief imperil their progress. 

 

 

AMERICAN EXPERIENCE: THE BLINDING OF ISAAC WOODARD (120) 

minutes 

Aired March 30, 2021 at 9:00pm 

Discover the 1946 incident of racial violence by police that led to the racial awakening of 

President Harry Truman and set the stage for the landmark 1954 Supreme Court Brown 

v. Board of Education decision, jump-starting the civil rights movement.  
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Economy 
 

 

FRONTLINE: AMERICAN VOICES—A NATION IN TURMOIL (60) minutes 

Aired January 5, 2021 at 10:00pm 

A FRONTLINE special: the lives, fears and hopes of Americans from the pandemic to 

the polls. Filmed around the country for much of the year, Americans confront the 

pandemic, racial tensions, the polarizing election and its aftermath. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired February 3, 2021 at 7:00pm 

In late January, a handful of unlikely Wall Street stocks began skyrocketing in value, 

which has led to big market volatility. The spike was driven by an unconventional group 

of traders who had banded together on a buying spree, determined to take on the market. 

Paul Solman reports as part of our economic series, "Making Sense." 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired March 2, 2021 at 7:00pm 

The U.S. Senate is trying to pass a $1.9 trillion package for COVID and economic-related 

relief, with one key section providing assistance to families with children by expanding 

tax credits. Many families could receive a $3,000 credit per child. We hear from parents 

who say they are looking for help, and Elaine Maag, of the Urban Institute, joins 

Yamiche Alcindor to discuss.  
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

 

 

WHEN DISASTER STRIKES: THE SILENT KILLER (60) minutes 

Aired January 13, 2021 at 10:00pm 

Hear shocking stories as another drought strikes Somalia. Mass migration, food shortages 

and malnutrition mean famine is a very real threat, but resolute humanitarians race to 

meet the basic needs of the most vulnerable. 

 

 

NATURE: BIG BEND—THE WILD FRONTIER OF TEXAS (60) minutes 

Aired February 10, 2021 at 10:00pm 

The legendary Rio Grande River cuts deep canyons between the United States and 

Mexico, creating staggering landscapes in the largest protected area of its kind in North 

America. The most remote corner of this infamous borderland is the National Park known 

as Big Bend - a vast, unspoiled wonderland of serene beauty and home to some of 

America's most glorious wildlife. This is America's true frontier land, where horizons 

never end and stars blaze as they have done for eons. Journey alongside black bears, 

witness an elaborate hummingbird courtship display, and observe bats stalking the desert 

floor to seek out scorpions. New Western dramas unfold in these untamed borderlands. 

 

 

EXTINCTION: THE FACTS (60) minutes 

Aired March 31, 2021 at 8:00pm 

With 1 million species at threat, David Attenborough explores extinction and how this 

crisis has consequences for us all, even putting us at greater risk of pandemic diseases.  
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Health / Health Care 
 

 

NOVA: SECRETS IN OUR DNA (60) minutes 

Aired January 13, 2021 at 9:00pm 

Millions of Americans have sent their DNA to be analyzed by private companies, which 

are revealing customers' ancestry and family connections, and reporting health risks. But 

what are the pitfalls and unintended consequences of sharing genetic data? 

 

 

FRONTLINE: CHINA’S COVID SECRETS (90) minutes   

Aired February 2, 2021 at 10:00pm 

The untold story of the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic and how China responded. 

Chinese scientists and doctors, international disease experts and health officials reveal 

missed opportunities to suppress the outbreak, and lessons for the world. 

 

 
FRONTLINE: DEATH IS OUR BUSINESS/LOVE, LIFE & THE VIRUS (60 

minutes) 

Aired March 23, 2021 at 10:00pm 

At Black-owned funeral homes in New Orleans, COVID-19 reshapes the grieving 

process. How the pandemic has transformed mourning in a city known for its jazz filled 

funerals. Also, the story of a mom's fight to survive the virus and see her newborn. 
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National Politics / Government 
 

 

FRONTLINE: UNITED STATES OF CONSPIRACY (60) minutes 

Aired January 12, 2021 at 10:00pm 

How trafficking in conspiracy theories went from the fringes of U.S. politics into the 

White House. The alliance of conspiracy entrepreneur Alex Jones, Trump advisor Roger 

Stone, and the president, and their role in the battle over truth and lies. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes   

Aired February 1, 2021 at 7:00pm 

The storming of the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6 was a shocking moment for many Americans, 

but new details are emerging about who was involved and how it was planned. A New 

York Times report examines the role former President Trump and his allies played in the 

crucial weeks leading up to the attack. Jim Rutenberg, a writer-at-large for the Times, 

joins Amna Nawaz to discuss some of the key points. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired March 1, 2021 at 7:00pm 

NPR’s Tamara Keith and Amy Walter of the Cook Political Report join Amna Nawaz to 

discuss the latest political news, including President Biden's immigration policies, the 

debate over COVID relief in the Senate, and former President Donald Trump's 

appearance at the Conservative Political Action Conference and his future in the 

Republican Party.  
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Science / Technology 
 

 

NOVA: FORGOTTEN GENIUS (120) minutes 

Aired January 27, 2021 at 9:00pm 

NOVA presents the remarkable life story of Percy Julian -- not only one of the great 

African-American scientists of the 20th century, but an industrialist, self-made 

millionaire, humanitarian and civil rights pioneer. The grandson of Alabama slaves, 

Julian won worldwide acclaim for his research in chemistry and broke the color barrier in 

American science more than a decade before Jackie Robinson did so in baseball. He 

discovered a way to turn soybeans into synthetic steroids on an industrial scale, enabling 

drugs like cortisone to be widely available to millions. In a special two-hour presentation, 

NOVA traces the vivid and moving saga of Julian's dazzling scientific achievements and 

sometimes stormy personal life. His largely unknown story is brought to life with vivid 

period re-enactments based on newly accessible family archives and interviews with 

dozens of colleagues and relatives. Tony Award-winning actor Ruben Santiago-Hudson 

stars as Julian. Courtney B. Vance narrates. 

 

 

NOVA: LOOKING FOR LIFE ON MARS (60) minutes   

Aired February 24, 2021 at 9:00pm 

PBS' premier science series helps viewers of all ages explore the science behind the 

headlines. Along the way, NOVA programs demystify science and technology and 

highlight the people involved in scientific pursuits. 

 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: CODED BIAS (90) minutes 

Aired March 22, 2021 at 10:00 pm 

When MIT Media Lab researcher Joy Buolamwini discovers most facial recognition does 

not see dark-skinned faces or women with accuracy, she joins the fight to expose the 

threats to civil liberties posed by an increasingly data-driven, automated world.  
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War / Veterans / National Security 
 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired January 7, 2021 at 7:00pm 

There were serious questions Thursday about security in and around the Capitol and why 

there weren't better preparations ahead of time. William Brangham reports. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: IRAQ’S ASSASSINS/YEMIN’S COVID COVER-UP (60) minutes 

Aired February 9, 2021 at 10:00pm 

How Iranian-backed Shia militias are terrorizing Iraq. Investigating allegations that 

militias are threatening and killing critics with impunity and targeting US interests. Also, 

in Yemen, how COVID is worsening the country's humanitarian crisis. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired March 18, 2021 1at 7:00pm 

Today in Moscow, the U.S. and half a dozen other countries are holding a summit on the 

best way to end the war in Afghanistan, launched by the U.S. nearly 20 years ago. 

President Joe Biden recently said it would be "tough" to pull American troops out of the 

nation by May as planned by the Trump administration. How does that affect the 

prospects of peace in the country? Nick Schifrin explores. 


