
The following is a summary of Issues/Programs as presented on WHXR, Scarborough, ME.

Continuing from the last two weeks of Q1, WHXR instituted a series of :60 hourly updates to 
inform the public regarding developments in the COVID-19 pandemic. During a period of state 
and municipal directives and rapid-succession major closure announcements impacting the 
Maine community, WHXR broadcast these regularly updated features seven days a week from 
7am-7pm through April 30th.

The following topics/issues were addressed via the weekly “Community Connections” program 
in the second quarter of 2020.

“Community Connections” is a weekly, 30 minute community affairs program spotlighting 
organizations and individuals in Maine who address issues affecting citizens, work to improve 
the quality of life in Maine, and deal with human interest topics across many disciplines. Here is 
a rundown of the program contents for Q2:

Show: Community Connections Airdate: 4/12/20 Airtime: 5:30 am

Guest(s):  Mary Brant, External Communications Director, American Red Cross
Kristen Miale, President, Good Shepherd Food Bank

Topic:  In this two-part show, we discuss the state of blood donations in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the process of donating blood in a social distancing setting, and the Red 
Cross’ convalescent plasma initiative. We then chat about the need for food donations and 
financial support for food banks statewide, with food insecurity and job insecurity driven by the 
pandemic.

Show: Community Connections Airdate: 4/19/20 Airtime: 5:30 am

Guest(s):  Mary Brant, External Communications Director, American Red Cross
Kristen Miale, President, Good Shepherd Food Bank (encore presentation)

Topic:  In this two-part show, we discuss the state of blood donations in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the process of donating blood in a social distancing setting, and the Red 
Cross’ convalescent plasma initiative. We then chat about the need for food donations and 
financial support for food banks statewide, with food insecurity and job insecurity driven by the 
pandemic.



Show: Community Connections Airdate: 4/26/20 Airtime: 5:30 am

Guest:  Thomas Judge, Executive Director, Life Flight of Maine (encore presentation)

Topic:  With Maine’s rural and often remote footprint, careful, coordinated response in medical 
emergencies is crucial. Camden-based Life Flight of Maine provides this essential service 
throughout the state, with careful coordination with local emergency service agencies and 
hospitals to provide safe transport and lifesaving care.

Show: Community Connections Airdate 5/3/20 Airtime: 5:30 am

Guest(s):  Mary Brant, External Communications Director, American Red Cross
Kristen Miale, President, Good Shepherd Food Bank (encore presentation)

Topic:  In this two-part show, we discuss the state of blood donations in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the process of donating blood in a social distancing setting, and the Red 
Cross’ convalescent plasma initiative. We then chat about the need for food donations and 
financial support for food banks statewide, with food insecurity and job insecurity driven by the 
pandemic.

Show: Community Connections Airdate 5/10/20 Airtime: 5:30 am

Guest: Paula Jackson-Jones, President, Co-Founder, Midcoast Lyme Disease Support and 
Education

Topic:  With the world’s focus on the COVID-19 pandemic extending into the warmer 
months, and with people turning outdoors for socially distant activity, we discuss the importance 
of staying vigilant when it comes to tick prevention. We also discuss how MLDSE continues 
support for patients of Lyme Disease and other tick-borne illnesses in socially distant ways while 
usual in-person support groups and sessions are temporarily on hold.  

Show: Community Connections Airdate 5/17/20 Airtime: 5:30 am

Guest: Paula Jackson-Jones, President, Co-Founder, Midcoast Lyme Disease Support and 
Education (encore presentation)

Topic:  With the world’s focus on the COVID-19 pandemic extending into the warmer 
months, and with people turning outdoors for socially distant activity, we discuss the importance 
of staying vigilant when it comes to tick prevention. We also discuss how MLDSE continues 
support for patients of Lyme Disease and other tick-borne illnesses in socially distant ways while 
usual in-person support groups and sessions are temporarily on hold.  



Show: Community Connections Airdate 5/24/20 Airtime: 5:30 am

Guest: Paula Jackson-Jones, President, Co-Founder, Midcoast Lyme Disease Support and 
Education (encore presentation)

Topic:  With the world’s focus on the COVID-19 pandemic extending into the warmer 
months, and with people turning outdoors for socially distant activity, we discuss the importance 
of staying vigilant when it comes to tick prevention. We also discuss how MLDSE continues 
support for patients of Lyme Disease and other tick-borne illnesses in socially distant ways while 
usual in-person support groups and sessions are temporarily on hold.  

Show: Community Connections Airdate 5/31/20 Airtime: 5:30 am

Guest(s):  Mary Brant, External Communications Director, American Red Cross
Kristen Miale, President, Good Shepherd Food Bank (encore presentation)

Topic:  In this two-part show, we discuss the state of blood donations in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the process of donating blood in a social distancing setting, and the Red 
Cross’ convalescent plasma initiative. We then chat about the need for food donations and 
financial support for food banks statewide, with food insecurity and job insecurity driven by the 
pandemic.

Show: Community Connections Airdate 6/7/20 Airtime: 5:30 am

Guest: Paula Jackson-Jones, President, Co-Founder, Midcoast Lyme Disease Support and 
Education (encore presentation)

Topic:  With the world’s focus on the COVID-19 pandemic extending into the warmer 
months, and with people turning outdoors for socially distant activity, we discuss the importance 
of staying vigilant when it comes to tick prevention. We also discuss how MLDSE continues 
support for patients of Lyme Disease and other tick-borne illnesses in socially distant ways while 
usual in-person support groups and sessions are temporarily on hold.  

Show: Community Connections Airdate 6/14/20 Airtime: 5:30 am

Guest: Paula Jackson-Jones, President, Co-Founder, Midcoast Lyme Disease Support and 
Education (encore presentation)

Topic:  With the world’s focus on the COVID-19 pandemic extending into the warmer 
months, and with people turning outdoors for socially distant activity, we discuss the importance 
of staying vigilant when it comes to tick prevention. We also discuss how MLDSE continues 
support for patients of Lyme Disease and other tick-borne illnesses in socially distant ways while 
usual in-person support groups and sessions are temporarily on hold.  



Show: Community Connections Airdate 6/21/20 Airtime: 5:30 am

Guest:  Thomas Judge, Executive Director, Life Flight of Maine (encore presentation)

Topic:  With Maine’s rural and often remote footprint, careful, coordinated response in medical 
emergencies is crucial. Camden-based Life Flight of Maine provides this essential service 
throughout the state, with careful coordination with local emergency service agencies and 
hospitals to provide safe transport and lifesaving care.

Show: Community Connections Airdate 6/28/20 Airtime: 5:30 am

Guest(s):  Whitney Wildes and Olivia Fraioli, STRIVE

Topic: STRIVE provides programs, support and social opportunities for people with 
intellectual and emotional disabilities in the Portland area through after-school programs and 
post-secondary skills education. We discuss the migration of many of STRIVE’s programs to an 
online format during the pandemic, and the ways in the organization’s usual fundraisers are 
being conducted to meet social distancing guidelines of the day. 

Respectfully submitted,

Leif Erickson
Public Affairs Director
WHXR-FM


