
 

 

 

 

PROGRAMS PROVIDING THE MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF 

COMMUNITY ISSUES 

July 1, 2013 – September 30, 2013 

 

 

Political 

WCIX News at 7 p.m. 

a.) 07/03/13; .21; Ryan Released:  Former Governor George Ryan was officially released 

from home confinement a day early.  It brings to an end more than five-and-a-half years 

in federal custody.  The 79-year old was convicted on a wide range of corruption charges.  

And put on home confinement in January.  Ryan still has to serve a year of supervised 

release.  Meaning he will periodically report to a parole officer.  

b.) 07/10/13; .29; Salary Suspension:  Governor Quinn is bringing down the hammer on 

lawmakers.  He’s stopping their pay because a committee didn’t reach a solution to the 

pension crisis by yesterday’s deadline.  The committee has met several times but says 

they’re waiting for the results of an analysis which may take another week or more to 

finish.  The Governor says that’s not good enough and he want a solution now.  Quinn 

says he used his line-item veto power in a budget bill, and won’t accept a salary himself 

until a deal is reached. 

c.) 07/16/13; .20; Lawmakers:  Lawmakers in Springfield on the pension committee say 

they’re waiting on figures to determine which plan would save the most money.  They 

say Governor Quinn’s pay freeze isn’t making them work faster or slower…despite his 

intentions.  Illinois Comptroller Judy Baar Topinka is looking into whether Quinn even 

has the authority to cut pay in the middle of the term.  Lawmakers aren’t scheduled to be 

paid until the first of the month…so it’s currently not even a problem for many of them. 

d.) 07/24/13; .30; President Visit:  President Obama was in Illinois today talking about the 

middle class and the economy.  He spoke to a crowd at Knox College in Galesburg this 

afternoon.  It’s the same place where he delivered his first major speech as a freshman 

U.S. Senator in 2005.  During today’s speech, the President said the recovery is far from 

over.  Obama also called on Washington to focus on rebuilding the manufacturing base 

and educating the workforce.  He vowed not to let the gridlock or in action to get in the 

way of creating jobs. 

e.) 07/31/13; .26; Mansion Upgrades:  Renovations are underway at the Governor’s 

Mansion.  We’re keeping you connected to the Capitol.  The work will be done even 

though the Governor doesn’t spend much time there.  The 16-room...160 year old 

building is getting updates to its heating and cooling systems.  Three contracts…worth 

nearly 340-thousand dollars have been awarded.  The last major renovation was in 

1971…but not everyone thinks the fix is worth the price.  The Executive Mansion hasn’t 

been lived in on a full-time basis for more than a decade.  Governor Quinn and Ex-

Governor Rod Blagojevich kept homes in Chicago.  Liquor taxes, license plate fees and 

video gaming proceeds will pay for the work. 



f.) 08/08/13; .27; Davis Ducks:  Critics accuse Congressman Rodney Davis of “ducking” 

their questions.  So they brought a live duck to his Champaign office.  Earlier this year, 

Davis was questioned by Congress.  But a report says he didn’t cooperate.  It was all part 

of an investigation into Congressman Aaron Schock.  Schock was accused of illegally 

raising money for another Lawmaker’s campaign.  They also brought rubber ducks with 

questions attached.  Davis’s office told us it was a political stunt led by Democrats.  

Schock was said he’s confident he did nothing wrong. 

g.) 08/14/13; .20; Jackson Sentenced:  Former Representative Jesse Jackson Jr., is going to 

prison for two and a half years.  Jackson will report to prison around November 1
st
.  His 

wife, Sandi, also got a year behind bars for separate felonies involving the misspending 

of about 750-thousand dollars in campaign money.  The Jacksons will be allowed to 

serve their sentences one at a time, with him going first.  His lawyer says it’s a 

bittersweet day.  The judge gave both Jackson and his wife lighter sentences than 

prosecutors had recommended 

h.) 08/21/13; .22; Richest Lawmakers:  California Congressman Darrell Issa has the biggest 

bank account in Congress.  That’s according to the Hill’s list of 50 wealthiest 

Lawmakers.  Issa is said to be worth 355-Point 4 million dollars.  Texas Republican 

Congressman Michael McCaul slid to second place, worth about 102 million dollars.  No 

Illinois Lawmaker mad the list.  Republicans make up 29 of the 50 richest members of 

Congress. 

i.) 08/30/13; .25; Democrat Governor Race:  There’s been a change up in the race for 

Governor.  A state Senator will not seek the Democratic nomination.  We’re your local 

election headquarters.  Senator Kwame Raoul is a Democrat from Chicago.  He was 

mulling over a run for the state’s top job but has now decided against it.  He worries his 

campaign would’ve divided his party.  He was also concerned about raising enough 

money.  A UIS Professor says his decision to step aside makes sense.  Still on the 

Democratic ballot for Governor Pat Quinn and challenger former White House Chief Bill 

Daley. 

j.) 09/04/13; .34; Syria Latest:  From the State Capitol, to the Nation’s Capitol.  Illinois 

Congressmen are on the fence about the situation in Syria.  Three of Illinois’ 18 house 

members say they are in favor of military intervention or leaning that way.  Three are 

opposed.  The others are undecided.  In the Senate – Mark Kirk backs limited 

involvement.  Dick Durbin wants to see the language in the authorization resolution.  

Congress took the first-step this afternoon toward supporting the president’s call for 

military action.  The Senate Foreign Relations committee passed a key resolution.  But 

committee members want to assure Americans of one thing.  The bill also limits “any” 

intervention to 90 days. 

k.) 09/11/13; .25; Naomi Not Running:  We’ll see a new face representing the 103
rd

 District 

in Illinois.  We’re your Local Election Headquarters.  State Representative Naomi 

Jakobsson has decided not to run for re-election.  She’s held the seat for almost 12 years.  

Jakobsson say’s her best memory – getting her first bill passed out of the house.  She says 

she’s also made a lot of good friends.  But in the end – she was thinking about her family.  

Her seat will open in January 2015.  She hopes to see Michael Richards run and win.  He 

was her political advisor and helped manage some of her campaigns. 

l.) 09/18/13; .27; White House Shutdown:  Preps are being made for a potential government 

shutdown.  That tops today’s National News.  Federal agencies have been told to update 



their plans in the event members of Congress and the White House are unable to reach an 

agreement before September 30
th

.  That’s the end of the fiscal year.  Budget negotiations 

remain at a standstill.  Republicans are pushing for spending cuts and a repeal of the 

health care law.  House Speaker John Boehner says shutting down the federal 

government is not their aim.  The President warned Republicans that they could trigger 

economic chaos if they demand a delay of the Affordable Care Act. 

m.) 09/26/13; .23; Lawmakers Paid:  Lawmakers will get their paychecks after all.  We’re 

keeping you connected to the Capitol.  A judge ruled this afternoon-withholding them is 

unconstitutional.  The Governor stopped them in hopes of forcing lawmakers to solve the 

pension crisis.  Lawmakers missed 2 checks – the state now has to pay with interest.  The 

Governor says he will appeal.  Steve Staeger will have much more on this story coming 

up at 10.  

 

Education 

 

WCIX News at 7 p.m. 

a.) 07/03/13; .22; Danville Teacher Contract:  The Danville School Board will vote 

tonight…whether teachers will get a raise.  If the Danville Education Association 

approves the three year contract a lot will change.  Teachers and staff will see a two-

point-five salary increase.  Other changes will mean a longer school day for some 

students…and changes to health insurance.  The decision affects six-hundred teachers 

and faculty members. 

b.) 07/10/13; .25; Substitute Teachers:  Champaign School Leaders are looking for new 

substitute teachers.  Every year, they hold recruitment fair at the Mellon Administration 

Building.  Yesterday dozens came to interview for the chance to lead a class.  Unit 4 

needs about 200 subs every year.  A substitute teacher must have a bachelor’s degree and 

pass a background check.  District leaders say – once you have your substitute license, 

you can work anywhere in the state. 

c.) 07/19/13; .23; First Day of School:  Some Champaign students already have their first 

day under their belts.  Unit 4’s Kenwood Elementary School started its school year today.  

They’re on what’s called a “balanced calendar.”  That means students have a shorter 

summer break...but take longer ones during the year.  Students say they’re ready to get 

this year going.  Barkstall Elementary is also on a balanced calendar.  Students there 

started today as well. 

d.) 07/25/13; .20; Easter Extension:  University of Illinois President Robert Easter will serve 

for another year.  The University Board voted to extend his term.  Easter’s on board until 

2015.  He became the University’s 19
th

 President back in 2012.  And Easter’s postponed 

his retirement more than once.  But the board says they’re glad to have him. 

e.) 07/29/13; .18; School Speaker:  Students at Barkstall Elementary School in Champaign 

got a special message this morning.  Community leader Ha-Beeb Ha-Beeb was a guest 

speaker.  He delivered a message about the importance of kindness.  The goal of his 

program is teaching students if they’re kind, others will be kind to them.  Each student 

received a silver box.  They will be asked to fill it with compliments for fellow students. 

f.) 08/09/13; .15; Student Loan Rates:  President Obama is coming to the aid of college 

students across the country.  He signed a student loan bill designed to keep interest rates 



low.  The White House says the plan will save millions of students an average of 15-

hundred dollars on loans they take out his year. 

g.) 08/15/13; .34; New Faculty Plan:  A new plan has been unveiled to keep the U of I as one 

of the best Universities in the world.  Within that plan a lot of initiatives.  Among them-

hiring more faculties.  Chancellor Wise says she’d like to hire 500 new people within the 

next five years or so.  She also wants to increase and improve diversity by offering more 

scholarships; another main point….buildings.  Wise plans to invest 70-million dollars to 

renovate classrooms.  She believes it’ll give the University quote – “the opportunity to set 

the course right now to be the pre-eminent University among great ones for the next 150 

years and beyond.” 

h.) 08/19/13; .20; West-View Renovation:  Champaign students are hard at work this 

evening doing homework after the first day of school.  It was an exciting day for 

Westview students.  It is open after an 8-million dollar upgrade.  The countywide 1-

percent sales tax paid for it.  The school has a brand new gym and cafeteria along with 

the new classrooms and technology.  Students were eager to see all of the changes.  

Students and staff stayed in the former Carry Busey building during construction.  

Bottenfield Grade School is there now while their building is under repair 

i.) 08/28/13; .25; School Security:  Safety will be on the minds of those making up a new 

task force.  Districts across the state will create a school safety task force.  The idea stems 

from recent school shootings across the U.S.  Supporters say – it’s a way to be proactive 

in finding solutions.  So students and faculty can be better protected.  Senator Bivins says 

standard security recommendations will give districts a model to look to.  The State 

Board of Education says right now – there aren’t any minimum school safety standards in 

place. 

j.) 09/05/13; .20; U of I Budget:  Hikes in tuition are paying off for the University of 

Illinois.  It has more money to spend even though the state is kicking in less.  The budget 

for this school year is just under 4 and a half billion dollars.  That’s basically a one 

percent increase over last year.  It’s from an extra 52 million dollars from tuition.  School 

leaders say the money is needed.  Part of that investment is in staff.  On average – salaries 

will go up almost 3 percent. 

k.) 09/11/13; .25; U of I Enrollment:  This year’s freshman class at the U of I is the second 

largest ever.  There are 400 more freshmen than last year.  Those students have an 

average ACT score of 28 point 6 and more than half of them ranked in the top ten percent 

of their high school.  And for more than 20 percent of them – there the first in their 

family to attend college.  The new class is also more diverse than last year.  16 percent of 

them are minorities. 

l.) 09/18/13; .25; School Construction:  Changes are in store for the Monticello School 

District.  The District will either renovate existing schools or build new ones.  Four 

schools in the District were built before 1923.  They have been upgraded along the way.  

The District wants its facilities to reflect its reputation.  A meeting is taking place right 

now…referendum will be put in place.  To build a new high school will cost 35 million 

dollars.  And 30 million dollars to build a new Elementary School. 

m.) 09/23/13; .25; Central High School:  At this hour-discussion is underway about where to 

locate the new Central High School in Champaign.  The school board is looking at almost 

a dozen potential locations.  You can see those spots are all over the city.  A planner from 

Champaign County’s Regional Planning Commission says transportation is the most 



important thing to consider.  Students from around the District need to get to class 

regardless of where it is.  That means some students may have to travel further than 

others.  Levy says the District specifically asked them to take a look at how this would 

impact minorities and lower-income neighborhoods.  He says any of the locations could 

potentially work but some were better than others.    

 

Crime/Law Enforcement 

WCIX News at 7 p.m. 

a.) 07/04/13;.30; Springfield Arrests:  Springfield Police have made several arrests 

surrounding a murder investigation.  Three men were put in handcuffs.  They’re charged 

with aggravated discharge of a firearm tied to a shooting on June 28
th

 that left one man 

dead.  Police say they’re working on filing murder charges.  While looking for those 

mean police pulled over and arrested 23 year old Antonio McFall-Smith.  Police found a 

weapon in his car.  He faces charges of aggravated unlawful use of a weapon. 

b.) 07/11/13; .19; Willie Hall:  A man found guilty of attacking an elderly couple will spend 

over 40 years in prison.  22-year old Willie Hall was sentenced yesterday.  In 2011, he 

broke into a Mattoon Home with three other men.  They beat the couple and stole their 

belongings.  A tip to Crimestoppers led to his arrest.  Hall must also pay more than 17-

thousand dollars in restitution. 

c.) 07/19/13; .30; Harris Sentencing:  The man convicted of killing a Beason Family will 

serve a life sentence for each one of his victims.  It’s an update from your news leader.  

Christopher Harris received five consecutive life sentences.  He also got 80 years for 

attempted murder, home invasion and armed robbery.  Last month Harris was convicted 

of beating Rick and Ruth Gee and three of their kids to death with a tire iron.  We’re 

hearing from their family for the first time tonight.  They say now they can finally have 

some closure. 

d.) 07/26/13; .24; Bike vs. Car Follow-up:  A Sidney woman was ticked after hitting a 

bicyclist last night.  It happened at the intersection of Philo and Windsor Road in Urbana.  

Lori Forster was headed south on Philo when Richard Francis crossed against the light.  

Police say Forster didn’t have time to stop.  Francis was taken to the hospital where he’s 

being treated for serious injuries.  Forster was cited for operating an uninsured vehicle.  

e.) 07/31/13; .16; Rantoul Sex Abuse Court:  A Rantoul man will spend 75 years in prison 

for sexually molesting a young girl.  A jury found Dahinte Thompson guilty of predatory 

criminal sexual assault.  In court jurors heard a taped statement from the victim.  She said 

the abuse went on for six years before Thompson was arrested last fall. 

f.) 08/09/13; .22; Murder Arrest:  A man faces attempted murder and aggravated domestic 

battery charges.  Police say 37-year old Antwann Brooks choked his girlfriend.  He’s also 

accused of tying up her wrists with a belt and setting the bed on fire – threatening to kill 

her.  The victim says Brooks put out the flames once he realized how quickly they were 

burning.  That’s when she broke free and hid in the garage until police arrived. 

g.) 08/14/13; .22; Decatur Set-Up:  Decatur police say a woman set up her boyfriend.  It 

happened at the McDonalds on Eldorado Street earlier this week.  The 25 year old victim 

said his girlfriend asked to meet him at the restaurant.  When he showed up police say 

two men punched and hit him with a tire iron.  They took off after stealing money and 

stereo equipment.  Police arrested the girlfriend for the crime.  Her name has not been 

released. 



h.) 08/19/13; .23; Murder Sentence:  A Champaign man will spend the next 50 years in 

prison for murder.  21 year old Anthony Meads was convicted in May for his role in the 

death of Desirae Austin in 2012.  A jury found Meads took part in mob action between 

two gangs.  Austin was shot and killed by a bullet intended for someone else.  Meads is 

not believed to have fired the fatal shot.  Co-defendant Treshaun Jake will be in court 

later next month. 

i.) 08/29/13; .19; Prostitution Ring:  Mattoon police arrested a Georgia woman for 

prostitution charges.  Investigators were looking into complaints about prostitution at the 

Bally Spa in Mattoon.  They sent an undercover officer inside this week and they say 

Hwa Rider offered the officer sexual acts.  Police say she worked at the spa.  She’ll face 

charges in Coles County.  

j.) 09/05/13; .17; Murder Arrest:  A Danville man was arrested in connection with an April 

murder.  Robert Butler faces first degree murder charges.  Police believe he killed Jamal 

Sampson.  When they were called to the scene in April – they found Sampson on the 

ground with a gunshot wound.  Butler is being held at Danville the Public Safety 

Building. 

k.) 09/12/13; .29; Danville Attacks:  Two women tell police they were attacked.  Danville 

police say it could’ve been the same guy.  Both happened Tuesday in the 1600 Block of 

Beechwood.  One woman said the suspect pointed a gun at her and pushed her into a 

wooded area where he assaulted her.  The second said the suspect also tried to get her 

into the woods.  But a passing car scared him away.  Both women gave similar 

descriptions of the suspect.  A black man, six feet tall weighing around 150.  He was 

wearing shorts and a tank top.  No arrests have been made. 

l.) 09/17/13; .23; Steve Jones Arrest:  A former Captain with the Macon County Sheriff’s 

Department is on the wrong side of the law.  Steve Jones faces theft charges.  An Audit of 

Department funds after his retirement found money was missing.  He was arrested today 

after an investigation by State police and the Macon County State’s Attorney’s office.  

The Sheriff says the stolen money had been taken from defendants involved in buying or 

selling illegal drugs. 

m.) 09/27/13; .24; Dewitt Suspects:  The Dewitt Macon Sheriff’s office is searching for a 

man accused of attempted felony theft.  They say this man was going by the name 

Kenneth Wilson.  He used two fake ID’s at the Wapella Auction House while trying to 

buy stuff worth 5-thousand dollars.  He ran out when a deputy arrived.  Meanwhile, 

authorities arrested this man in connection to the case.  Kyle House is from Missouri.  

He’s accused of driving with a revoked license. 

 

Heath/Healthcare 

WCIX News at 7 p.m. 

a.) 07/04/13; .22; Kidney Transplants:  Researchers identified a new way to diagnose and 

predict which patients will reject their kidney transplants.  Typically, doctors perform a 

kidney biopsy-usually only after signs of distress.  Now doctors say a new urine-based 

test is more accurate….and could allow doctors to intervene earlier.  About 10 to 15 

percent of kidney recipients experience rejection within a year of the transplant. 

b.) 07/12/13; .35; West Nile:  Decatur Public Health Officials confirm a case of West Nile 

has been found in Macon County.  Testing on mosquitoes from weekly surveillance traps 

yielded the positive results.  Residents are encouraged to eliminate any sources of 



standing water from their property.  Symptoms of mild case include a slight fever or 

headache.  A more severe illness will show signs of sudden high fever, head and body 

aches, disorientation, tremors and convulsions.  You can reduce your risk of being bitten 

by avoiding being outdoors during dawn and dusk.  Wear insect repellent while outdoors 

and tuck pants into socks when walking in tall grass 

c.) 07/17/13; .17; West Nile in Champaign:  A dead bird….just outside Champaign city 

limits tested positive for West Nile Virus last week.  It makes Champaign the 25
th

 County 

in Illinois with the virus.  It’s spread by mosquitoes.  Health officials remind you to dump 

standing water…use insect repellent and wear long-sleeves outdoors when weather 

permits. 

d.) 07/25/13; .40; Hazmat Detassler’s:  A sudden shower turned a “day in the fields” into a 

trip to the hospital.  For dozens of teenagers.  More than 70 teens were detasseling corn 

this morning in Pesotum.  That’s when a crop duster accidentally sprayed them.  The 

Emergency Room Director at Carle Hospital says all of them should be fine.  Some had 

skin irritation from the chemicals.  But that was the worst of it.  Investigators say the crop 

duster was working in a neighboring field when it accidentally sprayed a fungicide over 

the teens.  Firefighters and Hazmat teams decontaminated them by hosing them down.  

After that – they went to Carle as a pre-caution.  The teens changed into blue jump suits 

because their clothes were covered in chemicals. The ER Director says contaminations 

like this are normal especially in Central Illinois.  But they usually involved just a few 

people not more than 70.  The Detassler’s were evaluated one-by-one before being 

released to their parents.  Monsanto the Company that hires the teens says all safety and 

decontamination procedures were followed.  

e.) 08/01/03; .35; Medical Marijuana:  Illinois is now the 20
th

 state to legalize medical 

marijuana.  Governor Pat Quinn says the state has strict rules and will track all plants and 

sales.  Todd Hirstein suffers from Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.  It’s a terminal illness.  

He’s one of many Governor Quinn says the law could help.  Hirstein was diagnosed 

nearly ten years ago.  He says he’s taken a mix of nearly 20 pills daily.  Now he hopes 

medical marijuana will improve his day-to-day- life.  The four-year pilot program starts 

January first.  It sets limits on where the medical marijuana will be dispensed…and 

requires patients and caregivers to undergo background checks.  After four 

years…lawmakers will have to decide whether to continue the program.  Currently 19-

other states and Washington D.C. allow it. 

f.) 08/08/13; .20; Blood Sugar Brain:  A study in the New England Journal of Medicine 

finds high blood sugar can damage the brain….even in people that don’t have diabetes.  

Researchers followed 2-thousand seniors and found those with higher glucose levels were 

18 percent more likely to develop dementia. 

g.) 08/15/13; .23; Brain Myth:  You’ve probably heard the terms “left brained” or right-

brained” to describe certain personality types….left being more logical and right being 

more creative.  But neuroscientists at the University of Utah say that’s a pop-culture 

myth.  Researchers analyzed brain scans of more than one thousand people.  They found 

no evidence that individuals tend to have one side of the brain that is stronger than the 

other. 

h.) 08/21/13; .20; Alcoholism Risk:  New research finds genes that increase the risk of 

alcoholism may also be connected to eating disorders.  Doctors at the Washington 

University School of Medicine followed thousands of people and found a significant 



number of alcoholics also suffer from disorders like binge eating.  Scientists say 

physicians should be aware that the two conditions can occur together.  

i.) 08/28/13; .25; Pre-K Food Restrictions:  Big changes could be on the way to daycare 

centers.  There’s a new push to make them have healthier food and activities.  Under new 

guidelines staff wouldn’t be allowed to use food as a reward.  And kids could only have 

low-fat meals and snacks.  Exercise would also be made a top priority.  They’d have to 

go outside to play at least twice a day.  The changes would only be mandatory for 

daycare centers.  Not private daycare. 

j.) 09/02/13; .25; Parents ADHD Treatment:  A new study shows parents goals matter when 

determining how to treat children.  Researchers found parents who are concerned about 

improving their children’s academic performance often choose medication-based 

treatment.  Those more interested in improving their children’s behavior therapy.  The 

study’s authors say it’s important that families are involved in the decision-making 

process with doctors. 

k.) 09/13/13; .22; West Nile Virus:  A Macon County man is dead – and West Nile Virus 

could be to blame.  Yesterday the Health Department was told about the 70-year old 

Decatur man’s death.  A private lab confirmed he had West Nile.  Now the State Health 

Department is doing tests to double check.  Meanwhile, the state has confirmed a person 

died in Logan County from the virus.  And another human case has been reported in 

Jefferson County. 

l.) 09/19/13; .23; Colon Screening:  New research is re-enforcing the benefits of colon 

screenings.  Two studies covering nearly 90,000 people found that those who received 

either a colonoscopy or an exam that allow doctors to look inside the large intestine-had 

significantly lower rates of colon and rectal cancer.  Doctors say the research also 

confirms the recommendation that most people should have a colonoscopy every 10 years 

starting at age 50. 

m.) 09/27/13; .20; Antidepressant Lungs:  Some antidepressants may be able to help patients 

with dangerous form of lung cancer.  Stanford researchers used hi tech computer models 

to search for approved drugs that might treat small cell lung cancer. Surprisingly the 

program picked an older class of antidepressants and in lab tests it was able to kill cancer 

cells.  Doctors are now planning to test the drugs on people. 

 

 

Consumerism 

WCIX News at 7 p.m. 

a.) 07/01/13; .20; Gas Tax Now:  A year ago Urbana agreed to raise its gas tax an extra four 

cents a gallon for road projects.  That money will go towards resurfacing old streets this 

fall.  Broadway Avenue is part of that project.  It’s kind of bumpy with a few potholes.  

The tax was expected to raise about 700 thousand dollars.  Some of the money will also 

go toward resurfacing streets on the North side of town.  But the projects aren’t set to 

start until fall. 

b.) 07/11/13; .17; Decatur Jobs:  People in Decatur are struggling to find work.  But city 

leaders have hope.  Caterpillar has laid off 760 people in the past few months.  ADM had 

a contract for electrical work through “All Tri-r” that ended, and more than 200 jobs were 

lost.  But the Economic Development Corporation of Decatur says things will look up.  

Decatur does have the highest unemployment rate in the state.  But coil says there’s still a 



lot to look forward to.  Decatur is a top hub for distribution.  And Caterpillar will have a 

job fair in coming weeks. 

c.) 07/17/13; .17; Citigroup Closes:  Bad news for workers in Vermilion County.  Citigroup 

is closing its Call Center in Danville by the end of September.  The move will leave 120 

people out of work.  The Company say’s a decline in refinancing is cause for the layoffs.  

The workers will be eligible for severance benefits and transition support.  

d.) 07/26/13; .24; Kraft 50 Years:  After 50 years of feeding families all over the country-a 

Champaign powerhouse has a lot to celebrate.  Kraft foods have been in the city since 

1963.  Today it celebrated employees who’ve dedicated 4 decades to the Company by 

opening a new pathway in their honor.  They gave the Eastern Illinois Foodbank 15 

thousand dollars.  That will feed 4 thousand people.  Mayor Don Gerard and U.S. Rep 

Rodney Davis were among those in attendance. 

e.) 08/02/13; .25; Historic House:  All the campus town construction is putting a Green 

Street house in limbo.  This home has been around since the 1900’s.  It use to be 

apartments but now it sits empty.  It was closed down after the deck and outside stairs 

were taken down to make room for the construction next door.  No word what will 

happen to it.  The property is owned by a company out of Texas.  They haven’t told city 

officials what they plan to do with the house just yet. 

f.) 08/05/13; .24; Tax Revenue:  The State’s cigarette tax increase is finally paying off.  A 

new report shows the money is coming in a lot faster than it has been.  Experts say you 

never see much of an increase after a tax hike.  That’s because people run to the stores 

before the tax kicks in and stock up.  But those stockpiles have to disappear at some 

point…and that’s when smokers head back to the stores.  The one dollar per pack 

cigarette tax increase kicked in last June.  It’s part of a Medicaid reform bill.  The 

cigarette tax brought in 30-million dollars in July. 

g.) 08/12/13; .21; Apple I-Phone:  Apple could be unveiling its latest I-Phone as early as next 

month.  Technology blog “all things D” reports sources say the tech giant plans to debut 

its next I-Phone at a special event on September 10
th

.  There’s been a lot of speculation 

swirling about what the new phone will feature.  It’s rumored to include improved 

cameras and processors and a fingerprint sensor for added security. 

h.) 08/21/13; .22; Cost of Car Ownership:  Georgia is the nation’s costliest state to own a car.  

A new report from Bankrate.com factored in the cost of gasoline, insurance, repairs, taxes 

and fees.  Georgia drivers spend just over 42-hundred dollars a year to operate a car.  

Illinois ranks 39
th

 on the list.  The cost is around 28-hundred here.  We’re close to the 

national average of 32-hundred bucks. 

i.) 08/29/13; .25; MTD Annexation:  The Champaign Urbana MTD has added Savoy’s 

Prairie Meadows neighborhood to its service area.  But neighbors say they don’t need it 

or want it.  Neighbors say there are 66 homes in the subdivision.  59 of them signed that 

petition against being annexed into CU MTD’s service area.  The change does mean 

neighbors will have to pay more in property taxes.  But one woman says that not the 

issue.  The increase in taxes wouldn’t kick in for neighbors until spring of 2015. 

j.) 09/03/03; .28; Urbana Taxes:  Right now Urbana City Leaders are deciding how to close 

a million dollar budget gap. Urbana’s Mayor has proposed more than 650 thousand 

dollars in cuts.  That will come from the front desk of the police department, public 

works, and legal department.  A change in health care coverage will also save more 

money.  The rest will come from a quarter cent increase in the city’s sales tax.  The City 



Council could approve that increase tonight.  They have to let the state know about sales 

tax changes by October 1
st
. 

k.) 09/09/13; .27; New I-Phones:  While there’s still no official confirmation of what Apple 

plans to show off tomorrow, it could be the worst kept secret in tech.  Apple is expected 

to update its flagship I-Phone model, which is rumored to be called the I-Phone 5S.  It’s 

possible it will come in different colors and is also expected to have upgraded hardware.  

Many believe the I-Phone 5S will have more computing power and improved camera.  

Perhaps the most exciting rumor a fingerprint sensor where the home button is. 

l.) 09/19/13; .25; ADM Port:  Also making news in Macon County.  A new shipping yard is 

open.  The port is in Decatur.  It’s an ADM Project.  The Company says it offers 

businesses a faster way to ship.  It can handle up to 150-thousand containers – like the 

ones you see here-each year.  If used to its full potential – the port could double the 

state’s exports.  And put hundreds of people to work.  The Governor says Decatur is the 

perfect spot for the port because it’s close to 3 major railways and 5 major highways. 

m.) 09/26/13; .16; AG Money:  The state will get nearly 540 thousand dollars to make fresh 

locally grown produce available to all.  The money will be split among 12 projects 

including the Illinois Stewardship Alliance.  That group is asking restaurants and chefs to 

buy at least 10 percent of their food from local growers. 

 

  


