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WATA PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES
ISSUES OF CONCERN IN BOONE AND THE HIGH COUNTRY

ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING

CODE ISSUE

AC Arts, Culture, and Tourism 
CD Crime/Drugs/Public Safety 
CR Civil Rights & Activism
EC Economy/Employment
ED Education
EH Environment/Health/Medical Affairs 
GA Government Affairs / PA Political Affairs
GR Growth/Transportation/Roads
HO Housing
IA International Affairs / NS National Security

Regular Features on WATA

Each Monday, an update from Watauga County Parks and Recreation on programs, services and 
events, with Steven Poulos. 10-12 minutes 
EH SP

Each Tuesday, Marge Kessler from Watauga Human Society, with the latest adoptions, services 
and events. 10-12 minutes 
EH

Each Wednesday, David Jackson from the Boone Area Chamber of Commerce, on events, 
activities and services from the Chamber. 10-12 minutes 
EC AC GR

First Tuesday each month, Billie Lister of Watauga Project on Aging discusses programs and 
opportunites for seniors in Watauga County. 10-12 minutes. EH

First Thursday of each month, representatives from the Watauga County Library present 
programs, activities and events offered by the library. 10-12 minutes 
ED

Second Tuesday of each month, representatives from the Blowing Rock Art and History 
Museum discuss exhibits, events and programs available at the Museum. 10-12 minutes 
AC



Second Wednesday of each month, an interview with US 5th District Representative Virginia 
Foxx on recent legislation and issues in Washington DC related to the 5th District. 10-15 minutes 
GA PA

Second Thursday each month, a discussion with representatives of the Hunger and Health 
Coalition, about the homeless population, hunger in the region, available healthcare resources, 
and more. 10-12 minutes. EH EC

Third Tuesday of each month, an officer with the Boone Police Department updates on safety, 
enforcement and special information to the public. 10-12 minutes 
CD

Other interviews: 

Oct 7 – Interview with representatives of the Valle Country Fair, about changes to this years 
fundraising event, moving from a one day event to a week-long online event. 10 mins AC EC

Nov 17 – Todd Carter, Hospitality House, concerning changes to this year's High Country 
Turkey Trot fundraiser for the homeless shelter. 10 mins EC HO AC

Dec 15 – Interview with Gene Swift with Santa's Toy Box, about the annual toy drive for 
underserved children in Watauga. 10 mins EC

NEWS
News Reports on WATA are aired weekdays at 6:05am, 6:30am, 7:05am, 7:30am 8:05am, 
8:30am, 9:05am, 9:30 am, 11:40am, 1:30pm, 2:30pm, and 5:05pm. Special reports are aired in 
emergencies at other times. Below are some of the stories aired during Q4 2020.

10/1
A Watauga High School student athlete has tested positive for COVID-19. The 
Watauga Democrat reports the student plays on Watauga's JV basketball team, as 
well as on a local travel basketball team. According to the report, the Watauga 
County School system stated that while the student has not attended a school 
practice or been on school grounds while symptomatic or confirmed positive, officials 
are suspending the JV team’s practices. Officials will perform contact tracing to 
determine if other high school players could have been exposed from participation on 
the same travel basketball team. 

The Watauga County Meet the Candidates Forum is this evening from 5:30 - 9:30pm, 
and will be broadcast live from the Appalachian Theatre in Downtown Boone. The 
event is co-hosted by the Boone Area & Blowing Rock Chambers of Commerce, and 
will allow for candidates to inform the local business community about their platform, 
goals, and objectives. Questions submitted in advance from the public, as well as 



suggestions from the Boone Area Chamber of Commerce Government Relations 
Committee and the Blowing Rock Chamber of Commerce Community and 
Government Committee, will be asked of participants. Candidates running for US 
House of Representatives, Watauga County Commissioner, North Carolina State 
House & Senate, and the Watauga County Board of Education have been invited to 
participate. Because of COVID-19 restrictions, this year's event will not allow 
members of the public to attend. The Forum will be broadcast live, in its entirety, on 
AppTV, YouTube TV, and WATA (1450 AM / 96.5 FM). Archives of each segment of the 
forum will be made available on Boone Area Chamber of Commerce platforms 
following the event.

10/2
A Wake County Superior Court judge has denied a temporary restraining order that 
would have stopped the use of the Plemmons Student Union at App State as an 
election polling site. The Watauga Democrat reports Wake County Superior Court 
Judge Rebecca Holt filed the order denying the restraining order request on 
September 30. The complaint was filed against the State Board of Elections by two 
Watauga Board of Elections members, Republicans Eric Eller and Nancy Owen. 
According to the report the judge found that the plaintiffs failed to persuade the court 
that they would suffer immediate and irreparable harm justifying the imposition of a 
temporary restraining order. Attorney Nathan Miller representing Eller and Owen said 
a full judicial review could not be heard quickly enough before early voting begins on 
October 15. University officials had previously stated that the Blue Ridge Ballroom 
was being used for classes, and would not be available to be used as a voting site, 
and offered the use of the Holmes Convocation Center and the McKinney Alumni 
Center as alternate locations. The Watauga Board of Elections submitted two plans 
to the state, one for the Blue Ridge Ballroom and one for the Convocation Center. 
The State Board approved the Blue Ridge Ballroom sight.

10/16
A Mountain City, Tennessee man was in custody in Johnson County on Thursday 
after allegedly stealing a vehicle from Samaritan's Purse in Boone on October 2. The 
Watauga Democrat reports Johnson County Sheriff's Office Investigator Shawn 
Brown said the Honda Element was reportedly taken around 5 a.m. and found 
around 1:30 p.m. that same day. According to the report, video footage of the incident 
reportedly showed a person wearing a clown mask allegedly taking the vehicle. The 
Watauga County Sheriff's Office shift report indicates the vehicle's GPS showed it 
was in Mountain City, and Johnson County Sheriff's officials located the vehicle, the 
suspect in the driver's seat, with the keys and the clown mask. Brown said 26-year-
old Michael A. Arnett, of Hubert Taylor Road, Mountain City, was arrested and 
charged with possession of stolen property over $10,000. WCSO Major Kelly 



Redmon said Arnett faces charges in Watauga including felony breaking and 
entering, felony larceny of a motor vehicle and misdemeanor damage to property.

10/22
An Avery Middle School staff member was exposed to COVID-19 and is now 
exhibiting symptoms while awaiting test results. The Avery Journal reports, as a 
result, Avery Middle School will be placed on remote learning to allow for a 
quarantine period through next Thursday, October 29. All students at Avery Middle 
School will return to in-class instruction on Friday, October 30. According to the 
report, the move is a precautionary measure to prevent other staff members from 
being exposed. Superintendent Dr. Dan Brigman said individuals who may have 
come in contact with this staff member have been notified by the Avery County Health 
Department or the school administration. All schools have been and will continue to 
be deep cleaned. Brigman said Avery Schools continue to follow all safety protocols 
and work in partnership with the health department to ensure a safe learning 
environment is maintained throughout the system.

10/29
A Boone woman died in Caldwell County due to a single-vehicle wreck, according to 
the Watauga Democrat and the NC State Highway Patrol. The crash occurred on US 
321 near Indian Grave Road on Monday, when the driver of a 2006 Ford Ranger ran 
off 321 to the left, overcorrected, and then overturned several times. The driver, Jesse 
Balcerak, age 20 of Boone received minor injuries, while the passenger in the car, 
Deanna Jean Smith, age 21 also of Boone, died on the scene of the crash due to 
injuries. According to the NC State Highway Patrol, Deanna Jean Smith was not 
wearing a seatbelt at the time of the crash.  

11/2
On Sunday, Nov. 1, Vice President Mike Pence came to Boone and attended worship 
service at Alliance Bible Fellowship with Rev. Franklin Graham. According to a 
statement from the Office of the Vice President, Pence planned to return to 
Washington later Sunday afternoon. The Vice Presidents visit came on the heels of a 
visit by the husband of vice-presidential candidate Kamala Harris on October 26. 
Doug Emhoff spoke at an event at Booneshine Brewing Company, along with others, 
including NC Representative Ray Russell and Watauga County Commissioner 
Charlie Wallin. Early voting ended Saturday, and Tuesday is election day. In 
Watauga, there were 27,424 total ballots cast during the 15 day period, some 7000 
more than were cast in early voting in 2016. Watauga Board of Elections Director 
Mathew Snyder said in an email it was a remarkable turnout for early and by mail 
voting. Polls are open for election day voting tomorrow from 6:30AM - 7:30PM. Be 
sure to double check your precinct voting place, as some have been moved to area 



schools, to allow for more social distancing due to COVID-19.
On Tuesday, November 3rd, Watauga County Schools will operate on a Remote 
Learning Day due to schools being used as polling sites. 
Returns will be posted on our website, GoBlueRidge.net, and there will be updates 
aired through out Tuesday night from the North Carolina News Network.

11/10
A man died in a home fire Sunday. The Watauga Democrat reports the man was 
found dead inside a home at 842 Old Mountain Road that caught fire and burned. 
According to the report, Watauga County Fire Marshal Taylor Marsh said the man 
who's name has not been released, was a guest at the home, and that the home 
owner and another adult guest were able to escape without injuries. The fire was 
reported by the home owner at 6:24 am and the home was fully involved when fire 
departments arrived.  The cause of the fire is still under investigation. Marsh said the 
damage was so extensive officials might be unable to determine the cause. Marsh 
said the deceased man was believed to have been sleeping when the fire started, but 
officials do not know why he was unable to get out of the home, he said.

11/18
A former Green Valley School sports coach was arrested by the Watauga County 
Sheriff's Office on sexual offenses. The Watauga Democrat reports Todd Edward 
Gibbs, 56, of 361 Majesco Drive, Boone, was arrested November 2 and charged with 
three counts of indecent liberties with a child, three counts of second-degree rape 
and one count of a sex offense in a parental role. According to the report, Gibbs was 
a football coach at Green Valley in 1997, a girls basketball coach at the school from 
1998-99 and in 2004 as well as a boys basketball coach from 2006-14. Gibbs was 
never employed with the school system as a full-time employee outside of his role as 
a non-faculty coach. The charges stem from several incidences involving three 
victims, from Oct. 2, 1994, to March 25, 1995 - from July to August 2018 - and from 
May to July 2018. Gibbs was originally given a $750,000 secured bond and a Dec. 16 
court date. His Bond was lowered to $250,000 after a bond modification was filed 
November 5. He was ordered to not have contact with any of the three victims. Gibbs 
was in custody at the Watauga County Detention Center as of November 17.

11/24
Avery County Health Department was notified Monday of five COVID-19 associated 
deaths in Avery, and one additional death in Mitchell. These deaths bring Avery’s total 
up to 11 deaths, and Mitchell's total to 9. Two of these individuals were in their 50s, 
three were in their 80’s and one was in their 90’s. Toe River Health District Health 
Director, Diane Creek said the agency extends their deepest sympathies to family 
and friends of these individuals, and reminds the public that this virus continues to 



spread and has the potential to cause fatal results to anyone infected. It is important 
for everyone to comply with the face covering requirement and reduce the spread of 
this virus, especially during the holiday season. The cases of community spread 
continue to rise within the district, so please remember to practice the 3 W’s at all 
times: Wear, a face covering when out in public and you cannot physically distance 
yourself from others, Wait at least 6 feet away from others and Wash your hands 
frequently with soap and water or use hand sanitizer if you do not have access to 
soap and water. It is also imperative for those testing positive to Stay at Home.

12/4
A bomb threat was made at Watauga High School Thursday. According to the 
Watauga County Sheriff's Office, at approximately 12:42 Thursday afternoon, a staff 
member at the school received an anonymous phone call indicating a bomb threat at 
the school. Students were quickly accounted for and evacuated from the building. 
Watauga County Sheriff's Office Deputies and Boone Police Officers were called to 
the scene, and a team of officers accompanied by a bomb sniffing K9 swept the 
school and found it to be clear. The Sheriff's office said it is not known if the call 
came from inside or outside the school, but there is no indication that the threat was 
credible. At around 2:23 students and faculty were returned to their afternoon 
classes. The investigation of the incident is ongoing.

12/8
Avery County was the last of 100 counties in the state to have a confirmed 
coronavirus case. As of last week, Avery led the state in the number of cases per 
capita. High Country Press reports last week's totals showed there were 928 total 
cases per 100,000 residents, the highest rate in North Carolina. Toe River Health 
District, which serves Avery as well as Mitchell and Yancey counties, updates their 
totals on Wednesdays, so the latest totals will be available later this week. Diane 
Creek, Director of the Toe River Health District, said her staff as well as all other 
medical professionals, locally, across the state, and around the world, is working 
hard to keep the virus from spreading. Creek said it is important for everyone to wear 
a face covering, wait 6 feet from others, and wash your hands often with soap and 
water, or use hand sanitizer if soap and water are not available. 

12/15
In a year of milestones for High Country real estate sales local REALTORS® recently 
eclipsed a new one - the $1 billion sales mark. Through the end of November High 
Country REALTORS® sold a record 2,960 residential homes worth $1.06 billion. 
That’s a 43 percent increase from 2019 and double the sales from 2017, according to 
the latest real estate report from the High Country Association of REALTORS. There 
have been 134 million dollar properties sold in Watauga, Avery, Ashe and Alleghany 



counties, including 19 that sold for more than $2 million. The median sold price for 
the year was $280,000. The average sale price was $357,354. In November, 323 
homeswere sold, the busiest November in more than a decade. Demand continues to 
outpace inventory. As of December 9 there were about 570 homes for sale in the 
region, the fewest available for sale in several years. A full breakdown of real estate 
activity can be found at HighCountryRealtors.org.

12/18
Two App State students are among 21 charged in relation to a drug distribution ring. 
The Watauga Democrat reports the drug ring involved Appalachian State, UNC 
Chapel Hill and Duke University campuses. According to the report, Matt Martin, U.S. 
attorney for the middle district of North Carolina, said this is a large drug network and 
supply chain fueling a drug culture at fraternities and within the universities and 
around the universities and towns. Kyle Parrish Beckner, age 22, of Boone, is 
charged with distribution of LSD and use of a communication facility to facilitate a 
drug felony. In October 2019, investigators made a controlled purchase of cocaine 
from another App State student, Devin James McDonald, age 23. McDonald was 
identified by a cooperating source as someone who distributed cocaine to other App 
State students. Of the 21 arrested, the majority are related to Chapel Hill. The report 
indicates Delta Chi fraternity on App State’s campus was named as one of the 
fraternities “impacted.” App State's bi-annual report on the status of the fraternities 
and sororities, lists Delta Chi on probation for violating the Governor’s executive order 
limiting gatherings due to COVID-19. The case is being investigated by the Orange 
County Sheriff’s Office and the DEA, and more charges are possible.

12/28
Appalachian Regional Healthcare System’s first COVID-19 vaccines were 
administered last Tuesday at Watauga Medical Center. North Carolina is currently in 
Phase 1a of the state’s four-phase plan, which calls for vaccines to be available to 
healthcare workers and long-term care staff and residents. Phase 1b calls for 
vaccinating adults at highest risk of severe illness and those at highest risk for 
exposure according to the North Carolina Department of Health and Human 
Services.Phase 2 will see the vaccine administered to essential frontline workers, 
health care workers, and those living in prisons, homeless shelters or migrant and 
fishery housing; to adults age 65 and older, to adults under 65 with one chronic 
condition that puts them at risk of severe illness. Phase 3 will see college and 
university students, and those employed in jobs that are critical to society and at 
lower risk of exposure. Phase 3 will also include K-12 students when there is an 
approved vaccine for children. Then finally, Phase 4 will administer vaccines to 
everyone who wants one. Find out more about the state vaccine distribution plan at 
covid19.ncdhhs.gov/vaccines. For more information about the Appalachian Regional 



Healthcare System's COVID-19 situation, including testing and vaccination, visit: 
apprhs.org/covid19. 

12/31
Samaritan's Purse will build a 30 bed emergency field hospital on the grounds of 
Caldwell UNC Health in Lenoir. Construction will begin January 1. The unit will 
supply COVID-19 support not only for Caldwell but also for Appalachian Regional 
Healthcare of Boone, and Catawba Valley Health in Hickory, Carolinas Healthcare 
System Blue Ridge in Morganton and Frye Regional Medical Center in Hickory. The 
Caldwell site was chosen for its central location. Patients at the center will be limited 
to COVID-19 positive individuals, but do not require a ventilator. Samaritan's Purse 
has extensive experience with this type of response, having deployed field hospitals 
in New York and Italy to support COVID-19 patients. Samaritan's Purse will construct, 
supply, and coordinate staffing for the field hospital, and has received overwhelming 

response from medical personnel across the country willing to serve.

Q4, 2020

NCNN Public Affairs Programming airs 9:00AM each Sunday, 60mins

CAROLINA NEWSMAKERS
PRODUCED BY NORTH CAROLINA NEWS NETWORK
HOSTED BY DON CURTIS

CR—Civil Rights & Activism
CD—Crime & Drugs
ED—Education 
EH—Environment & Health
GA—Government Affairs
GR—Growth/Transportation
HSM—Health, Safety, Medical Affairs 
IA—International Affairs
NS—National Security
PA—Political Affairs
RE—Religion 
SP—Sports

Content / Issues Descriptions

Fourth Quarter, 2020



OCTOBER 4
INTERVIEW WITH TOM CAMPBELL - HOST OF NCSPIN

POLITICS, DONALD TRUMP, U.S. CONGRESS, U.S. SENATE SEAT, GOVERNOR  ROY 
COOPER, ELECTIONS, VOTING, SUPREME COURT, MEDIA, BROADCASTING, 
ADVERTISING. 
PA CR

OCTOBER 11
INTERVIEW WITH TOM JENSEN - EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC POLICY 
POLLING

POLITICS, ELECTIONS, ELECTORAL COLLEGE, UNITED STATES SENATE, 
TAXATION, UNAFFILIATED VOTERS, EARLY VOTING, SUPREME COURT, 
REDISTRICTING, AND CONGRESSIONAL RACES. 
GA CR

OCTOBER 18
INTERVIEW WITH JOHN HOOD - PRESIDENT OF THE JOHN WILLIAM POPE 
FOUNDATION

ELECTION, VOTING, POLITICS, CAMPAIGNING, MEDIA, SOCIAL MEDIA, U.S. 
SENATE, COUNCIL OF STATE, ECONOMY, HEALTH CARE, INSURANCE, AND 
POLLING. 
GA EH

OCTOBER 25
INTERVIEW WITH BRAD CRONE - PRESIDENT OF CAMPAIGN CONNECTIONS

POLITICS, ELECTIONS, VOTING, ELECTORAL COLLEGE, FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
TAXATION, UNITED STATES SENATE, SUPREME COURT, NORTH CAROLINA 
CONGRESSIONAL RACES, AND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. 
GA IA

NOVEMBER 1
INTERVIEW WITH BECKI GRAY - SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT OF THE JOHN LOCKE 
FOUNDATION

POLITICS, ELECTIONS, VOTING, ELECTORAL COLLEGE, POLITICAL PARTIES, 
REDISTRICTING, COVID-19, HEALTH CARE, SUPREME COURT, EDUCATION, 
ECONOMY AND TAXATION. 
GA EH ED EC



NOVEMBER 8
INTERVIEW WITH BRAD CRONE - PRESIDENT OF CAMPAIGN CONNECTIONS

POLITICS, ELECTIONS, VOTING, CAMPAIGNING, COVID-19, HEALTH CARE, UNITED
STATES SENATE, NORTH CAROLINA CONGRESSIONAL RACES, AND LIEUTENANT 
GOVERNOR. 
GA EH

NOVEMBER 15
INTERVIEW WITH CONGRESSMAN DAVID PRICE - CONGRESSMAN OF NORTH 
CAROLINA DISTRICT 4

REDISTRICTING, POLITICS, COVID-19, ECONOMY, INFRASTRUCTURE, 
TRANSPORTATION, BROADBAND, FOREIGN AFFAIRS, PARTISANSHIP, 
UNAFFILIATED VOTERS, STIMULUS, AND BUDGET. 
GA EC GR 

NOVEMBER 22
INTERVIEW WITH TIM MOORE - SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF THE NORTH 
CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REVENUE, HEALTH CARE, COVID-19, STATE BUDGET, POPULATION DISPARITY, 
TAXATION, TRANSPORTATION, UNIVERSITY SYSTEM, BROADBAND, AND VOTER 
ID. 
GA CR EH GR EC

NOVEMBER 29
INTERVIEW WITH DALE FOLWELL - NORTH CAROLINA STATE TREASURER

COVID-19, COUNTY BUDGETS, FINANCE, TAXATION, HEALTH CARE, 
BROADBAND, NATIONAL DEBT, UNCLAIMED CASH, FRUAD, STATE PENSION 
PLAN, STATE HEALTH PLAN, AND UNEMPLOYMENT. 
GA EH EC

DECEMBER 6
INTERVIEW WITH PHIL BERGER - PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE NORTH 
CAROLINA SENATE

COVID-19, STATE BUDGET, FINANCES, HEALTH CARE, TRANSPORTATION, 
INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS, EDUCATION, BROADBAND, TAXATION, ENERGY, AND 



COLLEGE ATHLETICS. 
EH EC GA ED SP

DECEMBER 13
INTERVIEW WITH DR. MIKE WALDEN - WILLIAM NEAL REYNOLDS 
DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR OF AGRICULTURAL AND RESOURCE ECONOMICS AT 
NC STATE UNIVERSITY

COVID-19, ECONOMY, BROADBAND, TOURISM AND HOSPITALITY, TECHNOLOGY, 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE, NATIONAL DEBT, INTEREST RATES, POLITICS, 
PUBLISHING, REAL ESTATE, AND JOB GROWTH. 
GR EC IA GA

DECEMBER 20
INTERVIEW WITH DEBORAH ROSS - CONGRESSWOMAN-ELECT OF NORTH 
CAROLINA DISTRICT 2

TRANSPORTATION, JUDICIARY, COVID-19, BROADBAND, RETIREMENT SECURITY,
EDUCATION, INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, AND HEALTH CARE. 
GR EC ED IA

DECEMBER 27
INTERVIEW WITH BARRY PORTER - REGIONAL CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF 
THE AMERICAN RED CROSS TRIANGLE CHAPTER

BLOOD DONATION, COVID-19, DISASTER RELIEF, VACCINE, FIRE RESCUE, 
FINANCES, VOLUNTEERS, AND BUDGET. 
EH CD
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