
KSHB-TV 2nd Quarter FCC Issues/Programs Report                                                                                           
(April - June 2021) 

KSHB-TV broadcasts a number of programs that address community issues, including: 

 41 Action News Early Edition (M-F 430-5am) 
 41 Action News at 5am (M-F 5-6am) 
 41 Action News Today at 6am (M-F 6-7am) 
 41 Action News Midday (M-F 11am-12pm) 
 41 Action News at 4pm (M-F 4-5pm) 
 41 Action News at 5pm (M-Su 5-530pm) 
 41 Action News at 6pm (M-Sat 6-630pm) 
 41 Action News at 630pm (M-F 630-7pm) 
 41 Action News at 10pm (M-Sat 10-1030pm/Sun 1030-11pm) 
 41 Action News Today Weekend (Sat 6-8am/Sun 6-7am/Sun 8-9am/Sun 10-1030am) 

KSHB-TV’s most significant issue-responsive programming during the 2nd quarter of 2021 included: 

 

Issue    Date   Program    Length 

Schools/Education  4/30/21  41 Action News Today at 630pm 2:45 

A group of students are the latest to discuss how to improve the 18th and Vine District.  Following 
violence in the area, business owners demand more attention from city leaders.  A group of Middle and 
High School students see a brighter future for the district.  Le’Yona, a student with ASteam Village 
created a digital design of an urgent care hospital for the area.  ASteam Village is a non-profit that 
focuses on teaching young people about science, technology, engineering, arts and math.  Le’Yona is in a 
group called Redtails.  The young people are on a mission to take concerns from people in the 
community about what’s missing and create a possible solution.  Another student designed a dance 
studio.  The students are learning from design professionals like Michael Rendler, Director of e7 
Architecture Studio in Los Angeles.  They plan to present their designs to community members and city 
leaders. 

Schools/Education  5/25/21  41 Action News at 4pm   2:30 

A new program hopes to inspire its earliest learners with English and Spanish in its new bilingual 
program.  Wonderscope’s education committee is made up of childhood educators, therapists and 
administrators.  The program uses a customized curriculum. The self-guided program allows children to 
take part in planning what they’re learning – learning through playing.  The program is about 8 weeks 
long.  The books that come with the program are free with museum admission or membership.  Low-
income families who quality for public assistance may be able to get reduced ticket prices.     

 

 

 



Health/Welfare   6/30/21  41 Action News at 10pm  4:15 

Anchor Kevin Holmes sat down with a group of LGBTQ+ folks who shared some of their struggles, 
particularly when it comes to managing mental health while living in a society that’s not always 
accepting.  Pride month is a moment where they march side by side.  They stand up to hate against any 
of their LGBTQ+ brothers and sisters.  They wear bright colors on shirts, hats and sneakers.  The reality is 
some people in the group are fearful for what comes tomorrow – issues like violence.  In 2019 almost 20 
Trans women were murdered in Kansas City.  The lack of acceptance can sometimes be exhausting.  The 
hope is that by sharing their stories and offering perspective, they no longer feel like they’re in a 
warzone.  And we all can be together and proud, beyond Pride Month. 

Health/Welfare   5/31/21  41 Action News at Midday  2:10 

The Pandemic hasn’t been easy on Veterans.  Some warn that isolation coupled with a lack of resources 
could have dire consequences.  The latest data shows the number of Veteran suicides rose over 6% from 
2005 to 2018.  That’s despite a decrease in the Veteran population during the same time.  PTSD is one of 
the many factors contributing to the increase in death by suicide and some of its root causes have 
nothing to do with combat.  Experts point out that some people were already facing mental health 
challenges before enlisting.  They also note traumatic events can happen on home bases from vehicle 
injuries to sexual assault.  Considering the myriad of factors, effective prevention measures have proven 
difficult.  That was especially true during the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Many Veterans credit outside groups 
like Headstrong for their recovery.  Things can and will get better if you decide to take action.   

Jobs/Employment  5/25/21  41 Action News Today at 6am  2:35 

Kansas City, Kansas Public Schools are hiring.  You no longer need any college credits to become a 
Paraprofessional, Instructional Aide or ESL Aide.  You can qualify after taking an assessment with a High 
School diploma.  The district also has 55 jobs in Nutritional Services.  They need 30 Bus Drivers and 100 
Substitute Teachers.  Subs can make between $150-$200 per day.  They also need teachers.  You don’t 
have to have a teachers’ certificate or a degree in education.  They have a teaching fellow program 
where with certain degrees and requirements, you could qualify to student teach this summer and be a 
full-time teacher this fall while you continue your coursework. 

Jobs/Employment  6/23/21  41 Action News at 6pm   2:20 

The Golden Scoop opened in April.  It’s a non-profit aiming to give people living with disabilities the 
opportunity to earn a paycheck and learn skills for success.  A lot of these workers are overlooked in the 
workforce, and they bring some of the best customer service and energy to work.  And there are more 
potential employees waiting in the wings.  They have 21 employees that they’ve employed so far with 
35 on a waitlist for employment. 

Government   5/28/21  41 Action News Today at 5am  2:40 

The Kansas City Board of Police Commissioners will meet in a closed session.  They’ll discuss litigation 
concerning ordinances passed by the City Council.  Those two ordinances shift more than $42 million 
from the Police Department into a special community services and prevention fund.  On Monday, 
Commissioners voted to establish a committee to explore a potential lawsuit preventing the ordinances 
from taking effect.  The finding change was introduced by KCMO Mayor Quinto Lucas last week and later 



that day approved by the City Council.  The board is made up of four Kansas City residents appointed by 
the Governor with the fifth member being the Mayor of Kansas City. 

Government   6/28/21  41 Action News Midday  :55 

House lawmakers in Missouri are considering a critical tax related to Medicaid funding.  It’s the Federal 
Reimbursement Allowance.  Governor Mike Parson called a special session last week after Missouri 
lawmakers did not renew the FRA during the regular session.  The FRA is a tax paid by Medicaid 
providers like hospitals, nursing homes and pharmacies.  The Federal Government matches the money 
generated which is returned to the state to offset the cost.  If the FRA is not extended before July 1st, it 
would cost the state $591 million for the fiscal year 2022 and $788 million for 2023.  That would mean 
more than a billion dollars cut from K-12 and higher education, social services, and healthcare.  Some 
Republican lawmakers oppose renewing the tax unless birth control is excluded from the Medicaid 
funding. 

Equity/Diversity/Inclusion 5/29/21  41 Action News at 10pm  2:37 

Not far from each other were two grand openings for two new businesses at Zona Rosa.  While they are 
different, the owners have something in common – both are owned by African American women.  Sydni 
Russell owns Jill Marie Boutique, a mommy and baby clothing and accessories store.  The idea came to 
Russell during the Pandemic and she says she took a leap of faith.  India Wells-Carter owns Fresh Factory 
KC.  It’s a spot for events or a short selfie taking experience.  Both women hope to see their businesses 
grow but inspiring younger generations to follow their dreams would be the real success story.   

Equity/Diversity/Inclusion  6/18/21 41 Action News Midday  1:25 

There’s not a lot of diversity among people who develop games.  According to a survey by the 
International Game Developers Association, only 2% of those who work in the gaming industry are black, 
7% are Hispanic or Latino.  The majority (81%) are white.  Jim Huntley a professor of Interactive Media 
and Games says that people tend to hire people that they know or have worked with before.  And if 
their circle of friends ends up not being diverse then that just self-propagates the situation where we’ve 
got less and less inclusion and diversity in tech as it gets bigger and bigger.  Diversity may not necessarily 
be a priority during the hiring process but it is for people of color.  It can make a big difference when 
minorities are included on Game Design and Production teams. 

Community Services/Non-Profit 4/17/21 41 Action News Today Weekend 2:20 

Uniting people is the goal of one Kansas City Non-Profit, a group called Face KC.  It’s using a unique 
approach to reach that goal.  They’re doing it through film.  They recently released a trailer for a 
superhero movie.  Filmmaker Khalid Abdulqaadir says the film is part of a bigger goal to strengthen 
community relationships and create opportunities for everyone.  It’s part of a three-phase approach – 
awareness, outreach & impact.  In phase one, the conversation focused on building better police and 
community relationships.  The trailer is part of phase two which is making sure people know the work 
they’re trying to do.  And now the work begins to get businesses on board to invest.  Right now, the non-
profit is raising money with a goal of $2 million. 

 

 



Community Services/Non-Profit 5/28/21 41 Action News Today at 6am  2:00 

Since there is no mask mandate in place then how do you know who’s vaccinated. One non-profit wants 
to get rid of the guess work.  The KC Shepherd’s Center has made bracelets that say “I am vaccinated.  
The Executive Director says the non-profit has been working to get older adults vaccinated.  They 
wanted to come up with a way to ease concerns some people have about who’s vaccinated when going 
out in public.  They say the response has been overwhelming.  However, they add that some people 
have expressed concern that this highlights the divide between vaccinated and unvaccinated people.  
The Executive Director argues that this is about getting unified in beating the virus.  The bracelets are 
free and available to anyone who is vaccinated. 

Special:  Joplin Tornado-10 years later  5/21/21 630-7pm  

10-year anniversary of Joplin Tornado  

Special:  School Day at the K   5/22/21 630-7pm  

Weather Education for Kids 

Special:  9:29 The Minutes that Moved KC 5/24/21 630-7pm  

1-year anniversary of George Floyd’s death and the effects on Kansas City 

Pride Month     June 2021 

We aired numerous news stories on the LGBTQ+ community in the month of June. 

 

 


