
KSHB-TV 1st Quarter FCC Issues/Programs Report                                                                                           
(January - March 2021) 

KSHB-TV broadcasts a number of programs that address community issues, including: 

 41 Action News Early Edition (M-F 430-5am) 
 41 Action News at 5am (M-F 5-6am) 
 41 Action News Today at 6am (M-F 6-7am) 
 41 Action News Midday (M-F 11am-12pm) 
 41 Action News at 4pm (M-F 4-5pm) 
 41 Action News at 5pm (M-Su 5-530pm) 
 41 Action News at 6pm (M-Sat 6-630pm) 
 41 Action News at 630pm (M-F 630-7pm) 
 41 Action News at 10pm (M-Sat 10-1030pm/Sun 1030-11pm) 
 41 Action News Today Weekend (Sat 6-8am/Sun 6-7am/Sun 8-9am/Sun 10-1030am) 

KSHB-TV’s most significant issue-responsive programming during the 1st quarter of 2021 included: 

 

Issue    Date   Program    Length 

Schools/Education  1/20/21  41 Action News Today at 6am  2:00 

A grant is being put to good use at a local school district in an effort to help students and their families 
with the mental health.  Olathe Public Schools and Johnson County Mental Health Center just received a 
nearly $146,000 grant from the Kansas Department of Education.  It allows each organization to hire two 
therapists.  They’ve helped roughly 30 students so far.  The Mental Health Supervisor says right now 
she’s focusing on the successes while also knocking down the biggest barrier which is the stigma of 
mental health.  Mental health needs are even higher right now, and people should act if they notice a 
student who may look like they’re going through something. 

Schools/Education  3/24/21  41 Action News at Midday  2:20 

Many parents are worried about their children falling behind in school because of the pandemic.  The 
parents’ academic concerns out-weigh their fears about the virus and kids returning to in-person 
learning.  That’s according to a new poll conducted in part by the Associated Press.  It also discovered 
that many parents are worried their children will fall behind socially.  Those concerns are echoed by 
students.  8th grader Jessie Gaines hasn’t been to class in person since last spring break but is supposed 
to go back next month.  Gaines is part of the Communities in Schools program.  It’s a non-profit, 
outreach group that does one-on-one mentoring.  The President of Communities in Schools says 
estimates are now between one and three million students that never showed up for virtual learning.   

Community Services/Non-Profit 2/27/21 41 Action News at 5pm   1:44 

The need for food is still in high demand.  Harvesters is now giving food to 200,000 people a month 
which means sorting and packing meals is an around the clock job for volunteers.  Unfortunately, the 
food bank is seeing a decrease in people wanting to give their time.  That’s where they need help.  To 



keep people safe from COVID-19, Harvesters now limits each volunteer shift to 30 people.  They also 
clean constantly.  Carrie Roberson has been a dedicated Harvester volunteer for 10 years.  She says two 
hours of sorting and packaging food might not seem much but it’s more than that.  “When you have that 
face to face experience with the actual people who are in need and witness their gratitude, there’s 
nothing more rewarding than that.” 

Health/Welfare   2/25/21  41 Action News at Midday  1:40 

Many people in high-risk groups are hesitant to get the vaccine.  That’s why The Black Healthcare 
Coalition of Kansas City wants to educate people about the safety of the vaccine and make sure people 
at high-risk can get the vaccine when it’s their turn.  Kansas City, Missouri Councilwoman, Melissa 
Robinson is helping spearhead a city effort to bring the vaccine to these three zip codes – 64127, 64128 
and 64130.  All three fall within her jurisdiction and are what she calls life-ex zip codes.  Life expectancy 
is lower in these zip codes compared to the rest of Kansas City.  It’s part of an initiative to improve trust 
in the vaccine.  The Black Healthcare Coalition is also reaching out to local election boards to discuss 
setting up vaccination sites similar to election sites.  They’re also enlisting the help of faith leaders, 
barbers, beauticians, and other community networks to continue that education effort in the life 
expectancy zip codes. 

Health/Welfare   3/31/21  41 Action News at 10pm  2:10 

March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month.  Some health agencies recommend starting screenings at 
age 50 but others are now saying you should start at 45.  A pastor of Open Bible Church in Chillicothe is 
sharing a life-saving message.  He was diagnosed at 45 with colon cancer.  Doctors removed about 16 
inches of his colon during an intense 8-hour surgery.  Some people are even being diagnosed in their 
30s.  The American Cancer Society is recommending people start screenings at age 45 and that’s for 
patients who are low-risk with no family history of colon or rectal cancer.  “You don’t want to wait 
anymore.  If you have symptoms go get it checked.” 

Government   2/18/21  41 Action News at 5am   1:09 

While many people are looking for jobs, many are also struggling with student loan debt.  It’s a growing 
issue amongst college grads with 1 in 10 currently in debt.  President Biden addressed federal student 
loans at a townhall the other night.  The average student loan debt in this country is around $30,000.  
Democrats argue canceling federal student loan debt is legal because it’s debt technically managed by 
the federal government.  Former President Trump cancelled debt for permanently disabled veterans but 
critics point to a few different issues, including struggling Americans who prioritized paying off debt, 
suddenly feeling slighted.  Sandy Baum, Senior Fellow from Urban Institute says people who borrow a 
lot of money are typically people who went to college a long time, have graduate degrees and those 
people have large income.  She also says this won’t help lower income earners who are in the most need 
right now because many of them didn’t go to college. 

Government   3/27/21  41 Action News Today at 6am  1:36 

There are resources for people that have a place to stay but are unable to make rent payments.  Jackson 
County became the latest organization to launch a new rental assistance program.  Jackson County 
legislators approved a program to have Community Services League distribute $11.5 million to renters 
who need help.  More than 1,000 families filled out the interest form in the past two weeks.  This 



program is thanks to $25 billion from a COVID relief bill the federal government passed in December.  It 
can help pay for missed rent and utilities from as far back as April 2020.  Landlords can apply on behalf 
of their tenants. 

Jobs/Employment   1/27/21 41 Action News at 10pm  1:40 

There’s a new tool for businesses in Kansas if they need some help.  To help navigate the uncertainty 
surrounding the pandemic, the Kansas Small Business Development Center launched a new website 
providing business owners help with COVID-19 information from loans to advice on how to keep your 
store running.  “We’re not a big corporation and don’t have people that can handle all that for us so 
having a website I think would be a big deal.” 

Jobs/Employment   2/8/21  41 Action News at 630pm  1:45 

We’re nearly a year into the economic downturn tied to this pandemic and women are among those 
continuing to struggle the most with returning to work.  Women have historically struggled for equal pay 
and an equal place in the workforce.  This pandemic may be exposing just how much of a struggle this is 
still.  Every month since March of 2020, the Bureau of Labor Statistics “employment situation” report 
shows women have been disproportionately losing their jobs.  The trend hit its high in December.  This 
has real impacts not just now but in the long-term.  Long-term women with gaps in employment will 
likely make less than their male counterpart and will see a slower career growth.  To tackle this issue, 
the NWLC and other organizations have been calling for congress to invest billions in the childcare 
industry, making it more affordable and accessible. 

Community Services/Non-Profit 3/25/21 41 Action News at 630pm  2:22 

Solace House is a division of Kansas City Hospice and Palliative Care. They offer grief and trauma support 
from preschoolers to the elderly.  Last March everything changed.  Every staff member had to figure out 
how to do Telehealth.  For those working with younger patients, perspectives changed on both ends of 
the screen.  You suddenly see that they’re wrapped up with their snuggies or their blankets that are 
special to them or a shirt that was their dads and you just get how special that is.  And for older patients, 
grieving a death or grieving other losses, the also need help.  A year into the pandemic, Solace House is 
bracing for a new wave of need for their services.  There’s an on-going mental health crisis as the metro 
and county emerge from what experts call a national trauma. 

Equity/Diversity/Inclusion  1/4/21  41 Action News at 6pm   2:17 

Struggling black-owned businesses in Kansas City started the new year with a new ally.  A Kansas City 
entrepreneur is laying out a new path to help them succeed.  Black-owned businesses are failing at an 
alarming rate compared to other businesses.  A 2019 Lending Tree study analyzed black-owned 
businesses in 50 metropolitan cities.  The study found more than half of African American owned 
businesses in Kansas City never reach the 5-year mark, so Patricia Mitchell is launching a digital 
magazine called All Black Everything Magazine.  She thought it would be a great way to shed some light 
on some of the black-owned businesses in our community and what they’re doing.  The All Black 
Everything Magazine owner also owns a vision wear company called Ish and a clothing line, Go Baby Go 
Activewear.  She also writes and produces musicals and plays.  Like the many hats she wears, her 
magazine will have multiple purposes. 



Equity/Diversity/Inclusion  2/24/21 41 Action News at 4pm   :50 

The Urban League of Greater Kansas City partnered with KCATA to roll out a racial equity and social 
justice bus.  The bus commemorates Black History Month and the Urban League’s 100-year civil rights 
legacy.  A team of associates at Barkley designed the bus wrap with bold positive statements calling for 
unity, equity, and justice.  This is a bus that is about access, about opportunity, about promoting 
freedom, justice and equality.  And this bus will travel the roadways citywide in Kansas City to send this 
strong and powerful message about unity and about peace and justice.  The CEO of the Urban League 
hopes the messages on the bus inspire and motivate people to play an active role in bridging Kansas 
City’s racial divide. 

Public Safety/Crime  1/7/21  Special Town Hall (online only)    

Equity/Diversity/Inclusion 3/14/21 Dr. Bryant Marks:  The Hidden Bias of Good People 

 


