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1. Education 

a. Charlie Rose (17151)  A conversation with Phil Mickelson, professional golfer, 
and his efforts to improve childhood learning in math and science.  (Tuesday, 
July 26, 12 am, WR PBS) 

b. PBS NewsHour (10129)  NYC Schools Labeled as Dropout Factories Fight to 
Raise Graduation Rates:  As some New York City high schools dubbed 
"dropout factories" face closure, they are fighting to increase their graduation 
rate. This report was researched and reported by 10 New York students.  
(Wednesday, Aug. 10, 7 pm, WR PBS) 

c. Tavis Smiley (201)  The program focuses on the lives of black teenagers who 
are achieving against enormous odds. Tavis Smiley profiles schools that are 
tackling the crippling drop-out rate and are turning things around. The program 
captures how educators are making a difference for these boys --what teaching 
techniques work and how community outreach and mentorship can compensate 
for the lack of other personal and social resources.  (Tuesday, Sept. 13, 8 pm, 
WR PBS) 

 
2. Youth 

a. Need to Know (164)  This week, we explore the systemic challenges that face 
autistic adults in the U.S. Autism advocate Peter Bell discusses what advocacy 
groups are trying to do to meet the ongoing needs of adults with autism.  
(Friday, July 29, 9:30 pm, WR PBS) 

b. PBS NewsHour (10135)  New Report Shows Alarming Rates of Poverty Among 
U.S. Children:  New numbers on poverty among U.S. children, released this 
week by the Annie E. Casey Foundation, found that 31 million children in 2009 
were living in families that are at or below 200 percent of the federal poverty 
level.  (Thursday, Aug. 18, 7 pm, WR PBS) 

c. Nightly Business Report (31044)  Super saving ideas for kids. (Thursday, Sept. 
1, 11:30 pm, WR PBS) 

 
3. Political Issues 

a. Frontline: “The Pot Republic” (2917)  With more than a third of all states now 
experimenting with some form of legalization and decriminalization--and several 
California counties attempting to openly regulate pot production, the team 
investigates the country's oldest, largest and most wide-open marijuana market.  
(Tuesday, July 26, 10 pm, WR PBS) 

b. Charlie Rose (17156)  A panel discussion on the House-passed debt ceiling bill 
with Al Hunt, Peter Orszag, Mark Halperin and John Heilemann.  (Tuesday, 
Aug. 2, 12 am, WR PBS) 

c. Nancy Reagan: The Role of a Lifetime    While the public saw a traditional First 
Lady, dressed in designer clothes and redecorating the White House, behind 
the scenes Nancy Reagan was much more involved with personnel and policy 
issues than the public realized.  (Saturday, Sept. 17, 5 pm, Fusion) 

 
4. Health 

a. To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbe (2024)  Wedded Weight Gain:  Women tend 
to gain weight after they marry, while men gain weight after they divorce.  
(Sunday, Aug. 28, 6 pm, WR PBS) 
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b. Charlie Rose (17176)  Christy Turlington talks about her film No Woman, No 
Cry, about the challenges that pregnant women face around the world.  
(Tuesday, Aug. 30,12 am, WR PBS) 

c. Nova ScienceNow: “How Does the Brain Work” (503)  This episode examines 
magic and the brain, artificial intelligence, magnetic mind control, and the work 
of neuroscientist and synesthesia researcher David Eagleman. (Wednesday, 
Sept. 14, 10 pm, WR PBS) 

 
5. Women’s Issues 

a. PBS NewsHour (10102)  Female Journalists Facing More Risks, Intimidation 
Abroad:  A new report sheds light on sexual attacks on journalist working 
overseas. Margaret Warner discusses the findings with Lauren Wolfe of the 
Committee to Protect Journalists.  (Monday, July 4, 7 pm, WR PBS) 

b. Tavis Smiley (2359)  Actress Ashley Judd reflects on the risk in combining her 
occupation with her activism and comments on whether she remains hopeful, 
given all that she’s seen in her humanitarian work.  (Friday, Aug. 5, 1:30 am, 
WR PBS) 

c. From the Ground Up    This is the story of five FDNY widows ten years after 
9/11, bonding and triumphing over tragedy.  (Sunday, Sept. 11, 11 pm, WR 
PBS) 

 
6. Crime 

a. Frontline: “The Confessions” (2903)  This episode investigates the conviction 
of four Navy sailors for the rape and murder of a Norfolk, Virginia, woman in 
1997. Interviews with the sailors expose high-pressure police interrogation 
techniques that led each of the “Norfolk Four” to confess, despite any evidence 
linking them to the crime. A lone assailant later confesses to the crime himself 
while serving prison time for another rape. (Tuesday, July 12, 10 pm, WR PBS) 

b. PBS NewsHour (10138)  How Fairly Were Strauss-Kahn, Diallo Treated by 
Justice System? New York judges on Tuesday dropped sex Crimes charges 
against former IMF chief Dominique Strauss-Kahn and denied a request 
seeking a special prosecutor.  (Tuesday, Aug. 23, 7 pm, WR PBS) 

c. Tavis Smiley (2382)  Former U.S. attorney Douglas Jones discusses his work 
prosecuting the suspects in the re-opened case of the ’63 church bombing in 
Birmingham, AL that killed four girls and the curious case that he’s now involved 
in with the father of one of those little girls.  (Wednesday, Sept. 7, 1:30 am, WR 
PBS) 

 
7. National Security 

a. PBS NewsHour (10117)  Crocker Sworn in as New Ambassador to Afghanistan: 
In his new role, he will be the top diplomat as the U.S. begins withdrawing 
10,000 troops from Afghanistan by the end of the year.  (Monday, July 25, 7 
pm, WR PBS) 

b. Frontline: “Top Secret America” (2918)  The dramatic changes that have 
reshaped America in the decade since the 9/11 attacks are examined.  
(Tuesday, Sept. 6, 10 pm, WR PBS) 

c. America Remembers – 9/11    This program includes highlights from the day's 
memorial events marking the sites of the attacks at the World Trade Center, at 
the Pentagon and in Pennsylvania. The special travels across the country to get 



p. 4 / 5 

the personal perspectives of Americans as they look back on the events of 9/11 
and the effect on their lives over the past decade.  (Sunday, Sept. 11, 8 pm, 
WR PBS) 

 
8. Minority Issues 

a. Tavis Smiley (2335)  Innocence Project Panel Discussion Part 2:  Tavis 
continues his conversation on the work being done by Northwestern University, 
Rev. Jesse Jackson’s Rainbow PUSH Coalition and others in Illinois to combat 
false convictions.  (Saturday, July 2, 1:30 am, WR PBS) 

b. RFK in the Land of Apartheid: A Ripple of Hope    Using never before seen 
archival footage, and interviews in South Africa and the United States, 
filmmakers Larry Shore and Tami Gold tell the unknown story of Robert 
Kennedy's 1966 visit to South Africa during the worst years of Apartheid.  
(Sunday, Aug. 28, 7 pm, WR PBS) 

c. Need to Know (169)  Delve into the story of Camp Lejeune, a Marine base that 
faced massive water contamination for three decades. Were hazardous 
chemicals in the water responsible for rare cancers that developed among 
former Camp Lejeune residents? While no direct link has been proven, many 
believe it is the case.  (Saturday, Sept. 3, 2 am, WR PBS) 

 
9. Technology Issues (Weather/Environment) 

a. Sky Island    In Northern New Mexico a range of mountains rises up from the 
high desert, a wild, rugged land of the Faraway Nearby. The volcanic Jemez 
Mountains are isolated from all other ranges -- an island in the sky, surrounded 
by a desert sea. Filmmaker John Grabowska profiles this enchanting landscape 
and our place within it, with climate change effects already dramatically altering 
the desert and alpine ecosystems. (Sunday, July 31, 1:30 pm, Fusion) 

b. Phoenix Mars Mission: Ashes to Ice    Engineers and scientists from all over the 
world race against the clock to have the Phoenix Mars Lander ready for its 
narrow window of opportunity to blastoff from Cape Canaveral on its 
interplanetary trajectory. Once there, it will have approx. 90 days to collect data 
before the brutal Martian winter sets in.  (Wednesday, Aug. 17, 2 am, WR PBS) 

c. Surviving the Tsunami: A NOVA Special Presentation (3812)  The earthquake 
that hit the northern coast of Japan on March 11, 2011, was recorded at 
magnitude 9.0 -- the worst ever recorded in Japan. It generated an 
unprecedented tsunami, obliterating coastal villages and towns in a matter of 
minutes. In some areas, the tsunami climbed over 100 feet in height and 
traveled miles inland.  (Wednesday, Sept. 28, 10 pm, WR PBS) 

 
10. Consumer Issues 

a. History Detectives (903)  Viewers and supporters of this series purchase/find 
items that lead the team to trace the historical relevance. Items include a 
spear/pike found in Ohio, a cartridge of bullets in Colorado and an early Ronald 
McDonald costume.  (Tuesday, July 5, 8 pm, WR PBS) 

b. Need to Know (166)  We follow one homeowner whose family abandoned their 
home because of tainted drywall, and see how she eventually took her case to 
Congress. (Friday, Aug. 12, 8:30 pm , WR PBS) 

c. Nightly Business Report (31053)  Diversified Consumer Brands and Dividends 
Top Hilary's Shopping List; Money File-Growing Small Businesses; President 
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Promotes American Jobs Act in NC; Current Pulse of Economy from UPS CEO; 
Analysis of the Eurozone; Latest From the Eurozone; Market Stats for 
September 14, 2011; Market Focus with Tom Hudson.  (Wednesday, Sept. 14, 
11:30 pm, WR PBS) 

 
 
 


