
p. 1 / 5 

 

 
QUARTERLY PROGRAM TOPIC REPORT 

 

for 
 

WNEO/WEAO 
 

 

January - March 2011 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Education 

2. Youth 

3. Political Issues 

4. Health 

5. Women’s Issues 

6. Crime 

7. National Security 

8. Minority Issues 

9. Technology Issues (Weather/Environment) 

10. Consumer Issues  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



p. 2 / 5 

1. Education 
a. Chautauqua: An American Narrative    Founded 135 years ago in a remote 

corner of Western New York as a place of learning, renewal and inspiration, this 
unique utopia, where the arts, philosophy, current events, religion and 
education synergize and thrive, inspired a national movement.  (Monday, 
January 31, 10pm, WRPBS) 
 

b. Digital Media: New Learners    Targeted at parents, teachers and anyone 
concerned with education in America, this documentary takes viewers to the 
front lines of an education revolution. This program examines how mobile 
devices and digital media practices can empower young people to direct their 
own learning.  (Sunday, February 20, 3pm, WRPBS) 

 
c. Gearing Up    Every year, 35,000 high-school students from around the United 

States participate in an engineering contest sponsored by FIRST (For 
Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology). GEARING UP 
documents the four-month-long national competition, one in which students 
must combine quick wits, hard work and strategic thinking in order to succeed.  
(Wednesday, March 30, 8pm, WRPBS) 

 
2. Youth 

a. Independent Lens: “Children of Haiti”  (#1211)  Orphaned teens in Haiti reflect 
on their country and their lives and share their common dreams.  (Saturday, 
January 15, 11pm, WRPBS) 
 

b. Pioneers of Television: “Local Kids’ TV”  (#204)  In the early years of 
television, local kids’ programs shaped the childhoods of millions of American 
children.  (Tuesday, February 8, 8pm, WRPBS) 

 
c. The Cat in the Hat Know a Lot About That  (#120)  It's Valentine's Day and Nick 

and Sally disagree hotly on how to decorate the card they're making for the Cat. 
The Cat takes them to meet Sheldon, a tortoise who knows all about friendship. 
They learn that Sheldon's best friend is completely different from him and that 
being best friends doesn't mean you always have to agree.  (Monday, February 
14, 6pm, WRPBS) 

 
3. Political Issues 

a. After the Wall: A World United    The most memorable image of the revolution 
that swept across Europe two decades ago is the November 1989 opening of 
the Berlin Wall. In the months that followed, the fate of the two Germanys hung 
in the balance. This program goes behind the scenes of the unparalleled 
diplomatic effort to examine how the relationships among world leaders 
determined the outcome.  (Monday, January 17, 10pm, WRPBS) 
 

b. Charlie Rose  (#17042)  Observations of the events in Libya from a variety of 
perspectives. First, Ben Wedeman of CNN gives his perspective from the 
ground in the eastern part of the country. Then, two Libyans here in the United 
States give their assessment of the news coming from the country.  
(Wednesday, February 23, 12am, WRPBS) 
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c. Jail, No Bail    This program pays tribute to the 50th anniversary of the sit-in that 

introduced a new protest strategy and turned the tables on the establishment, 
while at the same time reinvigorating the Civil Rights movement nationally.  
(Monday, March 28, 10:30pm, WRPBS) 

 
4. Health 

a. Jack LaLanne’s Forever Young    Jack LaLanne demonstrates that it's never too 
late to start feeling and looking better with an easy exercise program that 
anyone can do in the privacy of one's own home. He speaks to public TV's 
natural older demographic with simple exercises and dietary ideas anyone of 
any age can follow. In addition, Jack shares his secrets to: weight loss; strength 
& flexibility; endurance and living life to the fullest.  (Saturday, January 1, 
3:30pm, WRPBS) 
 

b. Classical Stretch: The Esmond Technique  (#715)  This combines yoga, tai chi, 
Pilates and ballet techniques, plus specific movements and stretches that reach 
muscles and ligaments not normally targeted in the average fitness program. 
The movements, designed in consultation with a physician and a 
physiotherapist, are simple, safe, effective and appropriate for all ages and 
fitness levels.  (Thursday, February 24, 2pm, WRPBS) 

 
c. Eat & Cook Healthy! With Dr. John LaPuma    Anyone who loves food, wants to 

have more energy, wants to reverse his or her family health history, or wants to 
know what to eat to get and stay healthy should watch this program. Its recipes, 
meals, and menus can work within minutes of eating them.  (Sunday, March 6, 
12:30pm, WRPBS) 

 
5. Women’s Issues 

a. Nancy Reagan: The Role of a Lifetime    While the public saw a traditional First 
Lady, dressed in designer clothes and redecorating the White House, behind 
the scenes she was much more involved with personnel and policy issues than 
the public realized. This program takes an intimate look at this complicated First 
Lady. Historians, White House staffers and advisors, family and friends share 
their recollections of one of the most influential and controversial first ladies in 
American history.  (Sunday, February 6, 10pm, WRPBS) 
 

b. Rise and Fall of the YWCA of Summit County    This locally produced 
documentary tells the story of the city’s oldest and largest institution governed 
by women.  (Tuesday, February 22, 9pm, WRPBS) 

 
c. Independent Lens: “Me Facing Life: Cyntoia’s Story”  (#1215)  Cyntoia Brown 

made a series of bad decisions as a 16-year-old that led to a situation that 
ended with her killing a man who had picked her up for sex. She was sentenced 
to life in a Tennessee prison, meaning she will serve a minimum of 51 years. 
This film challenges our assumptions about violence and explores how factors 
such as biology and family history can doom some young people from the start.  
(Saturday, March 5, 11:30am, WRPBS) 
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6. Crime 
a. Masterpiece Mystery “Foyle’s War: Killing Time”  (#4013)  When a local girl is 

found murdered, suspicion fueled by racial predjudice points to a GI at the US 
military base. In order to reveal the truth, Foyle must go head to head with the 
US Army.  (Thursday, January 6, 10pm, WRPBS) 
 

b. Dusk and Shadow: The Mystery of Beverly Potts    The disappearance of a 10-
year-old Cleveland girl remains a mystery 60 years later.  (Tuesday, February 
8, 9pm, WRPBS) 

 
c. PBS NewsHour  (#9981)  Kwame Holman previews an interview with the father 

of Pvt. Bradley Manning, the Army intelligence analyst accused of stealing 
thousands of classified government documents and providing them to 
WikiLeaks. Brian Manning spoke to PBS' Frontline earlier this week about his 
son's arrest and his treatment during his imprisonment.  (Thursday, March 10, 
7pm, WRPBS) 

 
7. National Security 

a. Frontline: “Are we Safer”  (#2906)  Pulitzer Prize-winning Washington Post 
reporter Dana Priest investigates the terrorism-industrial complex that grew up 
in the wake of 9/11. Priest explores the growing reach of homeland security, 
fusion centers, battlefield technologies, and data-collecting into the lives of 
ordinary Americans.  (Tuesday, January 18, 10pm, WRPBS) 
 

b. Need to Know: “The Trouble With Pirates”  (#142)  In the wake of the murders 
of four Americans held hostage by Somali Pirates, NEED TO KNOW reprises 
part of the film "The Trouble with Pirates," which provides a rare insider view of 
Somali pirates---who they are, and why they do what they do.  (Friday, February 
25, 9:30pm, WRPBS) 

 
c. History Detectives  (#702)  A contributor is certain that his father worked on the 

Manhattan Project during World War II. His father refused to talk about his war 
assignment, except to say that he sold his patent to the U.S. government for a 
single dollar. Along with the patent, the contributor has a letter from the Atomic 
Energy Commission stating that his father's patent had been declassified. Was 
this invention used to build the atomic bomb?  (Wednesday, March 9, 3am, 
WRPBS) 

 
8. Minority Issues 

a. Religion & Ethics Newsweekly  (#1420)  A white Lutheran pastor who worked 
closely with Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. during the pivotal Montgomery bus 
boycott continues to work for civil rights and reconciliation. The people of 
southern Sudan recently voted on whether to secede from Sudan, and their 
secession would create the world's newest nation and probably bring to an end 
Africa's longest civil war.  (Monday, January 17, 12am, WRPBS) 
 

b. To the Contrary With Bonnie Erbe  (#1948)  Debunking Gender Myths: A new 
survey finds more unmarried men are seeking marriage and children, while 
single women desire independence and casual relationships. Conservative Gay 
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Rights Advocate: This week, Barbara Bush, daughter of former President 
George W. Bush, publicly supported gay marriage. Rep. Terri Sewell (D-AL): 
The first black woman to represent her state in Congress discusses her historic 
win and her legislative agenda for the next two years.  (Sunday, February 6, 
6pm, WRPBS) 

 
c. Tavis Smiley  (#2255)  Actor-producer-author Blair Underwood, who co-stars in 

TV's The Event and the film I Will Follow, shares what it's like to play a Black 
president and explains why Black artists need to create their own film projects.  
(Saturday, March 12, 1:30am, WRPBS) 

 
9. Technology Issues (Weather/Environment) 

a. NOVA: “Deadliest Earthquakes” (#3801)  In 2010, epic earthquakes all over 
the planet delivered one of the worst annual death tolls ever recorded – Haiti 
was hit the worst. In exclusive coverage, a NOVA camera crew follows a team 
of US geologists as they first enter Haiti in the immediate aftermath of the 
tragedy.  (Tuesday, January 11, 8pm, WRPBS) 
 

b. PBS NewsHour  (#9956)  Egypt Unrest Rattles Energy Market, Prompts Senate 
Hearing. In other news Thursday, the Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee heard testimony that unrest in Egypt has rattled energy markets but 
is only one factor in rising oil prices.  (Thursday, February 3, 7pm, WRPBS) 
 

c. NOVA: “Secrets Beneath the Ice” (#3717)  In 2002, and immense, 200 meter-
thick ice shelf the size of Manhattan, collapsed into the ocean off the Antarctic 
Peninsula, shocking scientists and raising the alarming possibility that we may 
be heading toward and ice-free Antarctica – last seen a million years ago. In 
this episode, scientists use a state-of-the-art drilling probe to investigate the ice 
shelf melting.  (Thursday, December 30, 2am, WRPBS) 

 
10. Consumer Issues 

a. Tavis Smiley  (#2213)  Elizabeth Warren, who's launching the newly created 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, identifies the agency's to-do list before 
it goes online in July and its mandate once it receives statutory powers.  
(Thursday, January 13, 1:30am, WRPBS) 
 

b. Nightly Business Report  (#30154)  Computers, Communications and iPhones; 
How Super Bowl Advertising Pays Off; Job Search Gurus Offer Employment 
Outlooks.  (Thursday, February 3, 6:30pm, WRPBS) 

 
c. PBS NewsHour  (#9979)  Banks, retailers and lawmakers are preparing for a 

showdown over hidden "swipe fees" banks charge retailers when consumers 
make debit card purchases. Judy Woodruff talks with the American Bankers 
Association's Nessa Feddis and the National Retail Federation's Mallory 
Duncan about the battle over fees and the impact on consumers.  (Tuesday, 
March 8, 7pm, WRPBS) 

 
 
 


