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On Thursday, October 1 at around 6 am Soledad police officers busted a Soledad man on multiple gun 
and drug-related charges, and they are investigating whether the fentanyl he allegedly had is connected 
to overdoses in the area. Officers from the SPD, Salinas Valley State Prison, the Correctional Training 
Facility, and the Department of Homeland Security served multiple search warrants in the City of 
Soledad. Search warrants were served based upon information obtained during a lengthy investigation 
relating to illegal weapons, Fentanyl pills, and gang activity. Recovered during the search warrant were 
multiple firearms including handguns, a handgun with no serial number, and an AR-style carbine rifle 
with no serial number that appears to be what is commonly referred to as a “Ghost Gun.” The arrest 
was made for weapons, drugs, and other felony violations. The investigation is ongoing, and additional 
arrests could be pending. Arrested was 19-year-old Robert Jasper Ruacho who was charged with 
multiple firearms and narcotics-related charges. Ruacho was booked into the Monterey County Jail. 
Anyone with further information regarding this incident is urged to contact Detective Gomez at (831) 
223-5159.

November 5, 2020

SALINAS, California- Monterey County District Attorney Jeannine M. Pacioni announced on Wednesday, 
November 4 that  53-year-old Neil Kitchens of Prunedale entered a plea of no contest to one felony 
count of filing a false declaration of candidacy, a felony violation of Election Code section 18203, in the 
2018 election for  the 30th Assembly District for the state of California.  

The state assembly is part of the California State Legislature. According to Article IV of  the California 
Constitution, a state assembly candidate must be a United States Citizen, a resident of  California for 
three years, a resident of the legislative district for one year, and a registered voter in  that district at 
the time nomination papers are filed. In 2018, the 30th Assembly District, which  includes most of 
Monterey County, had an open seat. Kitchens, however, did not live in the district but instead lived in 
Prunedale, which is in the 29th District. Kitchens knowingly filed falsified candidacy papers and listed a 
Salinas address as his residence so that he would be eligible for the  seat. By doing so, he perpetrated a 
fraud upon the approximately 460,000 voters in District 30.  

Judge Carrie Panetta will sentence Kitchens to felony probation on Tuesday, January 26, 2021. A 
violation of Elections  Code section 18203 carries a maximum punishment of 3 years in jail. Kitchens 
will also be  sentenced on an unrelated misdemeanor DUI. 

This case arose out of a citizen complaint. The integrity of the election process serves as a bedrock  of 
democracy in the United States of America. Those who seek to undermine the legitimacy of our  
democracy will be held accountable under the law. 

These cases were investigated by Secretary of State Chief Investigator Martin Deffee, District  Attorney 



Investigators Alicia Cox, Peter Austen, and Erik Morris, and the Monterey County  Elections Office. 

December 4, 2020

On Wednesday night, December 2 Salinas Police Officers with the Violence Suppression Task Force 
(VSTF) made a traffic stop on a silver BMW for multiple CVC violations, in the area of Laurel and 
Linwood. During the stop Officers noticed how nervous the occupants were and that the driver, 
20-year-old Cesar Garcia, was currently out on bail pending another firearms charge from Soledad PD. 
K9 Oakley was called in once again to conduct a sniff of the vehicle and located an unregistered loaded 
9mm semiautomatic firearm hidden inside the dash of the vehicle under the radio. The firearm was 
hidden so well that a plastic piece had to be removed to recover it. Garcia was transported to the 
Monterey County Jail where he was booked on several charges ranging from gang member in possession 
of a firearm to commuting a new felony while on bail. 


