
    
 

                             

 

 

Community Issues Report 
First Quarter 2010 

 

Topics of Focus: 
1. Crime and Safety 
2. Economy 
3. Education / Schools 
4. Environment / Green Living 
5. Health / Healthcare 
6. Jobs / Employment 
7. Politics 
8. Substance Abuse / DUI’s 
9. Taxes / Government Spending 
10. Weather 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    
 

 
 

Montana Today 
Community Issues Report 

First Quarter 2010 (Reverse Chronological Order) 

  

Issue News Story Format/Time 

Crime and 
Safety 

YWCA is promoting “Lunafest” a women’s film festival 
and fundraiser, working toward the goal of providing 
tools to educate the public to end domestic violence and 
racial injustice and provide homes for homeless. 
 

032310 
Interview 

Crime and 
Safety 

U.S. Coast Guard and Sea Scouts will be conducting an 
afternoon boating safety clinic Saturday, March 20, 2010, 
1:30-4:30 p.m. at American Legion Hall. 
 

031510 
1:27 

Crime and 
Safety 

Presenting resources that assist women in areas of 
safety, education, home improvement, parenting, 
finance, and more, the University of Montana will be the 
site of the International Women’s Day Third Annual Fair, 
this Saturday. 
 

030510 
1:27 

Crime and 
Safety 

Vice Chair of WorkSafeMT Foundation discusses 
effectiveness of campaign to educate general public 
about work safety in Montana. 
 

022610 
Interview 

Crime and 
Safety 

Missoula Building Industry Association will be raffling a 
student-built house at the February 19-21 Trade Show at 
Adams Center.  MBIA uses funds to promote safe 
building standards and ethical practices in the 
construction and remodeling industry. 
 

021610 
Interview 

Crime and 
Safety 

Missoula YWCA to host an orientation for volunteers to 
become advocates for women and children in crisis.  
Training, completed in 45 hours, prepares volunteers to 
take shifts at the shelter which provides intervention 
and support to survivors of domestic and sexual 
violence.  Begins February 17, 5:30-7:00 p.m. 

020410 
1:10 

Economy Hosted by Missoula Job Service, the Missoula Resource 
Fair today from 9-3 p.m. at Holiday Inn brings together 
resources such as education and training for people in 
the community who have been laid off or are out of 
work. 
 

021610 
1:13 

Economy Matrix Collective, a rural womens’ business collective, is 
promoting a photographic calendar to fund a micro-loan 
program for poverty-level women. 

012210 
Interview 



    
 

 
 

Montana Today 
Community Issues Report 

First Quarter 2010 (Reverse Chronological Order) 

  

Issue News Story Format/Time 

 
Economy CEO Brent Campbell of WGM Group, Inc., discusses how 

stimulus dollars are making a difference in the Missoula 
Community, especially for locally-owned and operated 
WGM Group. 
 

011110 
Interview 

Education 
and Schools 

Tonight at Hellgate Auditorium, 7 p.m., there will be a 
lecture by Fahima Vorgetts discussing the contemporary 
role of women in today’s Afghanistan.  Vorgetts mission 
is to bring attention to the cause of women’s 
empowerment through education, literacy, school 
building and health. 
 

032410 
1:27 

Education 
and Schools 

Child Care Resources will host their annual spring 
conference, Saturday, March 13, 2010.  Featured will be a 
keynote speaker to teach participants coping skills to 
focus on understanding and working with children who 
have ADD/ADHD. 
 

030510 
Interview 

Education 
and Schools 

Habitat for Humanity of Missoula is offering building 
training to volunteers at the UM college of technology 
this Tuesday and Thursday. 
 

030110 
1:24 

Education 
and Schools 

Pintlar Polar Plunge this Saturday in Silverlake to take 
place Saturday at noon.  Proceeds to benefit Montana 
Special Olympics. 
 

021810 
1:28 

Education 
and Schools 

Selley Lake’s 15th Annual Wine and Chocolate Social and 
Art Auction will be held this Valentine’s Day from 1-4 
p.m. at Lindey’s Prime Steakhouse.  Proceeds from event 
will benefit the education and community outreach 
activities of Alpine Artisans. 
 

020910 
1:27 

Education 
and Schools 

The Grizz Scholarship Association will benefit from 
proceeds of Saturday’s Annual Poker Tournament. 

020310 
1:59 

Education 
and Schools 

Superintendent of Public Instruction, Denise Juneau, will 
deliver the Martin Luther King Day Celebration address 
in Missoula, Monday, January 18, 6 p.m.  This event is 
sponsored by NCBI Missoula, whose goal is to educate 
the public to end mistreatment, develop leaders and 

011810 
1:13 



    
 

 
 

Montana Today 
Community Issues Report 

First Quarter 2010 (Reverse Chronological Order) 

  

Issue News Story Format/Time 

strengthen communities. 
 

Education 
and Schools 

“Graduation Matters Missoula”, a community-wide effort 
to improve the high school graduation rate is developing 
a campaign to encourage students to stay in school 
through graduation.  “GMM” will host a kick-off even 
January 19 to reveal its goals and strategies in detail. 
 

011910 

Education 
and Schools 

Tools 4 Schools hosting Fourth Annual Winter Blanket 
and Pillow Drive to help those in need of staying warm.  
Items will be distributed at the Hamilton Fire Dept. nest 
week. 
 

010710 
1:07 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

Jessie Sherburne of Montana Natural History Center 
discusses community programs to promote 
understanding and stewardship of nature through 
education. 
 

031910 
Interview 

Green Living Twin Bridges Community Association’s Third Annual 
Wine Tasting, Sunday from 1-5 p.m. will provide 
financial support for the development of a viable and 
vibrant environment in the Twin Bridges community. 
 

022210 
1:27 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

Bridgewater Innovative Builders discusses the Montana 
Green Building Expert National Energy Award and 
inform viewers on methods to save energy. 
 

021210 
Interview 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

Montana Department of Fish and Wildlife will hold a 
meeting to educate the public on gill netting in Flathead 
Lake. 
 

021110 
1:17 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

Five Valleys Land Trust discuss their upcoming event, 
“Our Extraordinary Place” to inform the public of their 
mission to preserve and protect western Montana’s river 
corridors, wildlife habitat, agricultural lands and scenic 
open spaces.  
 

020210 
Interveiw 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

John Rettenmayer of City Club Missoula promotes the 
January 11 Forum on the Cap and Trade Issues.  Topics 
covered will include the best ways to decrease our 

010410 
Interview 



    
 

 
 

Montana Today 
Community Issues Report 

First Quarter 2010 (Reverse Chronological Order) 

  

Issue News Story Format/Time 

discharge of carbon into the atmosphere, and whether 
the implementation of a cap and trade system for the 
release of greenhouse gases would be more effective 
than a direct tax for all carbon emissions.  
 

Health and 
Healthcare 

Frontier Hospice is offering volunteer training to provide 
a break for caregivers, spending time with patients, 
transporting them to doctor appointments, and general 
care.  For more information, call 755-4923. 
 

032910 

Health and 
Healthcare 

Proceeds from “Dining for Darkness” a sensory 
awareness experience where diners eat in total darkness 
will raise awareness and funds for the Foundation for 
Fighting Blindness to prevent, treat and cure retinal 
degenerative diseases, and also for the Missoula County 
Public Schools to purchase classroom technology for 
students with low-vision or blindness. 
 

031710 

Health and 
Healthcare 

Frontier Hospice will hold training in Eureka this 
Saturday from 10-4:30 p.m. to teach volunteers how to 
spend time with patients and provide a much-needed 
break for caregivers and families.  
 

030510 
1:27 

Health and 
Healthcare 

Missoula Aging Services brings attention to Meals on 
Wheels in an effort to end senior hunger.  A month-long 
March for Meals donation drive will benefit local Meals 
on Wheels. 
 

030210 
Interview 

Health and 
Healthcare 

I-Hop  will offer free pancakes from 7-10 p.m. to 
encourage donations to the Children’s Miracle Network 
to help children in need of medical assistance. 
 

022310 
1:22 

Health and 
Healthcare 

Living Art of Montana is hosting an eight-week Courage 
and Creativity Workshop for individuals with cancer 
who want to channel their own creativity to support 
their healing and well-being.  Register by February 25 by 
calling 549-5329. 
 

022210 
1:27 

Health and 
Healthcare 

Joan Shaw will appear with a puppy in training by Guide 
Dogs of America to encourage volunteers to raise guide 

020310 
Interview 
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Issue News Story Format/Time 

dogs for sight impaired individuals. 
 

Health and 
Healthcare 

Local and Tribal Health Departments offering H1-N1 
vaccine can be found located through NBC Montana.com 
by clicking on the HN vaccine Fastlink. 
 

011510 
2:01 

Health and 
Healthcare 

Participants of the Missoula At-Risk Housing Coalition 
today from 10-3 p.m. will be able to receive medical 
services, dental care, a warm meal and more, at the 
Fourth Project Homeless Connect Event, First Untied 
Methodist Church in Downtown  Missoula. 
 

012810 
1:34 

Health and 
Healthcare 

Partners Hospice is hosting a Bereavement Support 
Group tonight.  The eight-week group provides 
education about grief and loss of loved ones from illness 
and invites participants to share their own experiences. 
 

011310 
1:24 

Politics The Ravalli County Republican Central Committee is 
sponsoring their annual Lincoln/Reagan Luncheon this 
Saturday at 11 a.m. at the Victor Steakhouse. 
 

020210 
1:09 

Politics Wilmost J. Colin, a West African native who fled Liberia 
to escape brutal civil war, will lecture on his experiences. 
 

012610 
1:07 

Substances / 
DUIs 

Jan Hendersen, organizer of a Dinner Theater and Youth 
Matinee this April 25 at the Wilma Theater, discusses 
how the proceeds will benefit a faith-based organization 
that works with women to overcome life-controlling 
problems like drugs and alcohol. 
 

031510 
Interview 

 
Taxes and 
Government 
Spending 

 
Free tax preparation is available though the Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance Program, now through April 15th.  
Call 758-5497 for an appointment. 

 
021810 
1:28 
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KTVM Community Issues Report 
First Quarter, 2010 
Part I: Montana Today 
Part II: News at 6 and 10 

 

Topics of Focus: 
1. Crime and Safety 
2. Economy 
3. Education / Schools 
4. Environment / Green Living 
5. Health / Healthcare 
6. Jobs / Employment 
7. Politics 
8. Substance Abuse / DUI’s 
9. Taxes / Government Spending 
10. Weather 
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Montana Today 
KTVM Community Issues Report 

First Quarter 2010 (Reverse Chronological Order) 

  

Issue News Story Format/Time 

Crime and 
Safety 

YWCA is promoting “Lunafest” a women’s film festival 
and fundraiser, working toward the goal of providing 
tools to educate the public to end domestic violence and 
racial injustice and provide homes for homeless. 
 

032310 
Interview 

Crime and 
Safety 

U.S. Coast Guard and Sea Scouts will be conducting an 
afternoon boating safety clinic Saturday, March 20, 2010, 
1:30-4:30 p.m. at American Legion Hall. 
 

031510 
1:27 

Crime and 
Safety 

Presenting resources that assist women in areas of 
safety, education, home improvement, parenting, 
finance, and more, the University of Montana will be the 
site of the International Women’s Day Third Annual Fair, 
this Saturday. 
 

030510 
1:27 

Crime and 
Safety 

Vice Chair of WorkSafeMT Foundation discusses 
effectiveness of campaign to educate general public 
about work safety in Montana. 
 

022610 
Interview 

Crime and 
Safety 

Missoula Building Industry Association will be raffling a 
student-built house at the February 19-21 Trade Show at 
Adams Center.  MBIA uses funds to promote safe 
building standards and ethical practices in the 
construction and remodeling industry. 
 

021610 
Interview 

Crime and 
Safety 

Missoula YWCA to host an orientation for volunteers to 
become advocates for women and children in crisis.  
Training, completed in 45 hours, prepares volunteers to 
take shifts at the shelter which provides intervention 
and support to survivors of domestic and sexual 
violence.  Begins February 17, 5:30-7:00 p.m. 

020410 
1:10 

Economy Hosted by Missoula Job Service, the Missoula Resource 
Fair today from 9-3 p.m. at Holiday Inn brings together 
resources such as education and training for people in 
the community who have been laid off or are out of 
work. 
 

021610 
1:13 

Economy Matrix Collective, a rural womens’ business collective, is 
promoting a photographic calendar to fund a micro-loan 
program for poverty-level women. 

012210 
Interview 
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First Quarter 2010 (Reverse Chronological Order) 

  

Issue News Story Format/Time 

 
Economy CEO Brent Campbell of WGM Group, Inc., discusses how 

stimulus dollars are making a difference in the Missoula 
Community, especially for locally-owned and operated 
WGM Group. 
 

011110 
Interview 

Education 
and Schools 

Tonight at Hellgate Auditorium, 7 p.m., there will be a 
lecture by Fahima Vorgetts discussing the contemporary 
role of women in today’s Afghanistan.  Vorgetts mission 
is to bring attention to the cause of women’s 
empowerment through education, literacy, school 
building and health. 
 

032410 
1:27 

Education 
and Schools 

Child Care Resources will host their annual spring 
conference, Saturday, March 13, 2010.  Featured will be a 
keynote speaker to teach participants coping skills to 
focus on understanding and working with children who 
have ADD/ADHD. 
 

030510 
Interview 

Education 
and Schools 

Habitat for Humanity of Missoula is offering building 
training to volunteers at the UM college of technology 
this Tuesday and Thursday. 
 

030110 
1:24 

Education 
and Schools 

Pintlar Polar Plunge this Saturday in Silverlake to take 
place Saturday at noon.  Proceeds to benefit Montana 
Special Olympics. 
 

021810 
1:28 

Education 
and Schools 

Selley Lake’s 15th Annual Wine and Chocolate Social and 
Art Auction will be held this Valentine’s Day from 1-4 
p.m. at Lindey’s Prime Steakhouse.  Proceeds from event 
will benefit the education and community outreach 
activities of Alpine Artisans. 
 

020910 
1:27 

Education 
and Schools 

The Grizz Scholarship Association will benefit from 
proceeds of Saturday’s Annual Poker Tournament. 

020310 
1:59 

Education 
and Schools 

Superintendent of Public Instruction, Denise Juneau, will 
deliver the Martin Luther King Day Celebration address 
in Missoula, Monday, January 18, 6 p.m.  This event is 
sponsored by NCBI Missoula, whose goal is to educate 
the public to end mistreatment, develop leaders and 

011810 
1:13 



    
 

 
 

Montana Today 
KTVM Community Issues Report 

First Quarter 2010 (Reverse Chronological Order) 

  

Issue News Story Format/Time 

strengthen communities. 
 

Education 
and Schools 

“Graduation Matters Missoula”, a community-wide effort 
to improve the high school graduation rate is developing 
a campaign to encourage students to stay in school 
through graduation.  “GMM” will host a kick-off even 
January 19 to reveal its goals and strategies in detail. 
 

011910 

Education 
and Schools 

Tools 4 Schools hosting Fourth Annual Winter Blanket 
and Pillow Drive to help those in need of staying warm.  
Items will be distributed at the Hamilton Fire Dept. nest 
week. 
 

010710 
1:07 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

Jessie Sherburne of Montana Natural History Center 
discusses community programs to promote 
understanding and stewardship of nature through 
education. 
 

031910 
Interview 

Green Living Twin Bridges Community Association’s Third Annual 
Wine Tasting, Sunday from 1-5 p.m. will provide 
financial support for the development of a viable and 
vibrant environment in the Twin Bridges community. 
 

022210 
1:27 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

Bridgewater Innovative Builders discusses the Montana 
Green Building Expert National Energy Award and 
inform viewers on methods to save energy. 
 

021210 
Interview 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

Montana Department of Fish and Wildlife will hold a 
meeting to educate the public on gill netting in Flathead 
Lake. 
 

021110 
1:17 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

Five Valleys Land Trust discuss their upcoming event, 
“Our Extraordinary Place” to inform the public of their 
mission to preserve and protect western Montana’s river 
corridors, wildlife habitat, agricultural lands and scenic 
open spaces.  
 

020210 
Interveiw 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

John Rettenmayer of City Club Missoula promotes the 
January 11 Forum on the Cap and Trade Issues.  Topics 
covered will include the best ways to decrease our 

010410 
Interview 
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Issue News Story Format/Time 

discharge of carbon into the atmosphere, and whether 
the implementation of a cap and trade system for the 
release of greenhouse gases would be more effective 
than a direct tax for all carbon emissions.  
 

Health and 
Healthcare 

Frontier Hospice is offering volunteer training to provide 
a break for caregivers, spending time with patients, 
transporting them to doctor appointments, and general 
care.  For more information, call 755-4923. 
 

032910 

Health and 
Healthcare 

Proceeds from “Dining for Darkness” a sensory 
awareness experience where diners eat in total darkness 
will raise awareness and funds for the Foundation for 
Fighting Blindness to prevent, treat and cure retinal 
degenerative diseases, and also for the Missoula County 
Public Schools to purchase classroom technology for 
students with low-vision or blindness. 
 

031710 

Health and 
Healthcare 

Frontier Hospice will hold training in Eureka this 
Saturday from 10-4:30 p.m. to teach volunteers how to 
spend time with patients and provide a much-needed 
break for caregivers and families.  
 

030510 
1:27 

Health and 
Healthcare 

Missoula Aging Services brings attention to Meals on 
Wheels in an effort to end senior hunger.  A month-long 
March for Meals donation drive will benefit local Meals 
on Wheels. 
 

030210 
Interview 

Health and 
Healthcare 

I-Hop  will offer free pancakes from 7-10 p.m. to 
encourage donations to the Children’s Miracle Network 
to help children in need of medical assistance. 
 

022310 
1:22 

Health and 
Healthcare 

Living Art of Montana is hosting an eight-week Courage 
and Creativity Workshop for individuals with cancer 
who want to channel their own creativity to support 
their healing and well-being.  Register by February 25 by 
calling 549-5329. 
 

022210 
1:27 

Health and 
Healthcare 

Joan Shaw will appear with a puppy in training by Guide 
Dogs of America to encourage volunteers to raise guide 

020310 
Interview 
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First Quarter 2010 (Reverse Chronological Order) 

  

Issue News Story Format/Time 

dogs for sight impaired individuals. 
 

Health and 
Healthcare 

Local and Tribal Health Departments offering H1-N1 
vaccine can be found located through NBC Montana.com 
by clicking on the HN vaccine Fastlink. 
 

011510 
2:01 

Health and 
Healthcare 

Participants of the Missoula At-Risk Housing Coalition 
today from 10-3 p.m. will be able to receive medical 
services, dental care, a warm meal and more, at the 
Fourth Project Homeless Connect Event, First Untied 
Methodist Church in Downtown  Missoula. 
 

012810 
1:34 

Health and 
Healthcare 

Partners Hospice is hosting a Bereavement Support 
Group tonight.  The eight-week group provides 
education about grief and loss of loved ones from illness 
and invites participants to share their own experiences. 
 

011310 
1:24 

Politics The Ravalli County Republican Central Committee is 
sponsoring their annual Lincoln/Reagan Luncheon this 
Saturday at 11 a.m. at the Victor Steakhouse. 
 

020210 
1:09 

Politics Wilmost J. Colin, a West African native who fled Liberia 
to escape brutal civil war, will lecture on his experiences. 
 

012610 
1:07 

Substances / 
DUIs 

Jan Hendersen, organizer of a Dinner Theater and Youth 
Matinee this April 25 at the Wilma Theater, discusses 
how the proceeds will benefit a faith-based organization 
that works with women to overcome life-controlling 
problems like drugs and alcohol. 
 

031510 
Interview 

 
Taxes and 
Government 
Spending 

 
Free tax preparation is available though the Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance Program, now through April 15th.  
Call 758-5497 for an appointment. 
 

 
021810 
1:28 
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KTVM-TV News at 6 and 10 
Community Issues Report 

First Quarter 2010 (Chronological Order) 

 

Issue News Story Date/TL/Format 

Crime and 
Safety 

Construction of the new Detention Center for Gallatin 
County is on schedule and on budget, with completion 
expected at the end of the year.  Transitioning from the old 
facility is expected to take 2-3 months after completion, 
and will provide the much- needed additional space to 
adequately provide for the processing of law breakers. 
 

010410  0:50 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

Researchers at Bridger Photonic and MSU’s Spectrum lab, 
announce that they have made significant strides in 
developing a laser that can detect meth labs. Funding of 
$500,000 was awarded to the project a year ago from the 
National Science Foundation.  This type of laser does not 
pose a threat to the eyes.  A compact prototype unit is 
expected to be completed and in use in the field in a year. 
 

011110 0:54 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

Full-force road crews in this region of Montana began early 
today to clear area roads of ice hazards, spreading gravel 
mixed with salt to facilitate traction on the roadways. 
Making roadways safe for emergency response vehicles on 
major routes is the first priority. 
 

010610  1:19 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

Montana investigators in a five-year task force are in the 
process of closing in on a number of suspects involved in 
the viewing and distribution of child pornography on line. 
Officers would like the public to know that the best line of 
defense to protect their children is to monitor their use of 
the internet and to inform kids of the risk of revealing 
information on line, or allowing anyone to take personal 
pictures of them.  In 2009 the task force made one arrest, 
sent three to the feds and four to the state. 
 

010710  2:04 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

City of Bozeman, in an effort to make sure that walkways 
are safe for pedestrians, mandates that residents clear 
sidewalks attached to their property within 24 hours of 
snowfall.  If the walkways are not cleared, a city contractor 
will clear the snow and charge the property owner. KTVM 
urges viewers to look out for property owners who have 
special needs or are elderly and lend a helping hand. 
 

012010  0:49 
SOT/VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and Feds have “put the brakes” on truckers and bus drivers 020110  2:06 
PKG 
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First Quarter 2010 (Chronological Order) 

 

Issue News Story Date/TL/Format 

Safety who endanger others by texting behind the wheel.  Drivers 
operating a vehicle over 10,000 pounds who get caught 
texting could face a fine of over $2,700 in an effort to put an 
end to endangering themselves and other drivers. 
 

News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

Sylvan pass in Yellowstone National Park is temporarily 
closed until further notice due to avalanche danger.  The 
pass will remain closed until officials determine it is safe 
for public travel. 
 

021210  0:25 
VO 
News at 6 

Crime and 
Safety 

Tonight, two health and safety advocates petitioned 
Bozeman Commissioners to consider banning drivers from 
texting while operating a vehicle.  Recent studies reveal 
that texting drivers are as dangerous – or more – as 
intoxicated drivers. 
 

022210  0:49 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

Gallatin County Law Enforcement if providing five-day  
training to officers and social workers in better ways to 
handle situations with individuals who are mentally 
unstable.  The class is being administered through the 
County Crisis Interventions Team Program (CIT) and 
focuses on solutions for disarming potentially dangerous 
situations with disturbed or imbalanced individuals. 
 

022210  0:42 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 

Crime and 
Safety 

Five new police officers have joined the Bozeman Police 
Department, according to acting Police Chief Marty Kent’s 
announcement tonight at the City’s Commission meeting.  
Police interviewed 33 candidates and began testing as far 
back as September 2009.  Kent told Commissioners that the 
Police Department will continue to aggressively recruit 
new officers. 
 

032910 0:28 
VO/TAG 
News at 10 

Economy According to Pew Research Center, the economy, jobs and 
terrorism top the list of the public’s priorities – which have 
not changed since Obama took office last year.  However, 
on two other major issues, energy problems and reducing 
the deficit, the majority of people polled feel that these 
issues should also be given top priority by the current 
administration to find resolutions. 
 

012710  0:40 
SOT 
News at 10 
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Issue News Story Date/TL/Format 

Economy According to expert Scott Rickard, who examines housing 
market trends in Montana, sales of homes are expected to 
increase this year, however at prices that will likely 
continue to drop.  Increased home sales are usually an 
indicator that the economy is picking up, however it will be 
some time before it is known what impact the reduced 
home prices will have on this trend.  For now, the increased 
sales will act as an indicator. 
 

020310  0:37 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 &10 

Economy A new federal law has been enacted to protect millions of 
credit card consumers.  Although it allows banks to create 
new fees and raise old ones with 45-day notice, it will act to 
shield credit card users from sudden hikes, excessive fees 
and other gimmick that credit card companies may use to 
drive profits.  Under the new law, credit card companies 
will also have to make statements easier to understand. 
You may read more about this Credit Card Accountability 
and Disclosure Act at KTVM.com. 

022410  0:66 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 &10 

Economy Bozeman Businessman, Spencer Williams, testified on 
Capitol Hill to the Senate Finance Committee in hopes of 
helping other small businesses like his to grow.  He credits 
the growth of West Paw Design, which employs over 35 
people, to government-run programs that scout potential 
export clients. Williams encouraged small businesses to 
take advantage of local agencies, such as the Montana 
Export Council, as well as the World Trade Center. 
 

022410  1:20 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Economy Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Montana will repay the State 
over $2.3 million dollars as a result of an internal audit by 
the State’s Healthcare and Benefits Division.  State Auditors 
discovered that Blue Cross had been using an incorrect 
formula to calculate administrative fees since 2002.  The 
State usually pays $2.5 -3 million to Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
per year for benefits administration. 
 

022510  1:20 
VO//TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Economy President Obama was in Georgia today to talk about clean 
energy and ways to stimulate the economy. He presented 
the details of “Home Star”, a proposed energy rebate 
program that that he hopes will drive demand for 
insulation and efficient water heaters and create jobs for 
Americans.  The Home Star program would reward 

030210  0:34 
VO/TAG 
News at 6& 10 
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Issue News Story Date/TL/Format 

consumers who buy energy-saving equipment with an on-
the-spot rebate of $1,000 or more.  In addition to boosting 
the economy, Obama see the plan as one that would also 
help reduce utility bills and cut American dependence on 
Foreign Oil. 
 

Economy  Bozeman entrepreneur Kim Ormsby has been named by 
U.S. Small Business Administration as Montana’s  Small 
Business Person of the Year.  The CEO of Natural Baby 
Company advised other small business owners to “believe 
in their products”, a driving passion that she finds easy to 
maintain in promoting her environmentally-friendly baby 
products. 
 

031010  0:45 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Economy See also the news story contained in this report’s 
Jobs/Employment section, dated 031910, regarding a new 
veterans retirement home expected to bring new jobs and 
millions of dollars to a Montana mining city. 
 

 

Economy See also Jobs/Employment section contained in this report 
for news story dated 022410 regarding a new veterans 
retirement home that will bring new jobs and millions of 
dollars to Butte’s local economy. 
 

 

Education / 
Schools 

In her first speech to students, faculty and alumni today, 
Montana State University President Waded Cruzado called 
for greater communication between MSU’s four campuses.  
She desires input from everyone connected to the 
University system to help make it better.  She laid out a 
three-part system, including better hiring and retention 
rates for faculty, strengthening graduate programs and 
finding more support for research.  She will hold listening 
sessions in the coming weeks.  For dates and locations, go 
to KTVM.com’s “MSU Listening Fastlink”. 
 

011510  1:03 
VP/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Education / 
Schools 

Researchers at MSU and five Bozeman teaching coaches are 
teaming up for a five-year,$3.5 million study as part of a 
nationwide project involving 240 K-8th grade teachers in 
six states.  The purpose of the study, funded by the National 
Science Foundation, is to figure out how teaching math to 

012010  0:58 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 10 
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kids has changed based on the type of coaching that 
teachers have received and the kind of training techniques 
that the coaches have been taught. The use of coaches in 
the classroom is a new practice that some say makes 
teaching more effective and efficient. 
 

Education / 
Schools 

The MSU Sustainability Group, which meets twice every 
semester, is this week attempting to get students to think 
about what they eat and where they obtain it.  The Group’s 
promotion includes the message that eating local, 
unprocessed foods is healthier and less expensive.  The 
MSUSG is attempting to create a platform to address a wide 
variety of topics to educate the student body on sustainable 
living, and will meet again in early April. 
 

02/11/10  0:37 
CVO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 and 
10 

Education / 
Schools 

A project that began at MSU twelve years ago has led to an 
NBC Website that gives instructions on the physical 
properties at play in many of the athletic games such as 
figure skating and luge.  Scientists used the popularity of 
the 1998 winter Olympics to attract students to “The 
Science of the Games”, a Website that shows what it really 
takes to be an Olympic athlete. The site can be accessed at 
KTVM.com. 
 

021206  2:13 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Education / 
Schools 

Some cash-strapped schools in other states are turning to 
the Web to boost their incomes by selling advertising space 
on their Websites. School Districts in Virginia and Arizona 
already have such programs.  South Dakota, Wisconsin and 
California may soon follow suit in an effort to find any 
stream of revenue that they can find. 
 

032610  0:23 
VO 
News at 10 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

President Obama was in Georgia today to talk about clean 
energy and ways to stimulate the economy. He presented 
the details of “Home Star”, a  proposed energy rebate 
program that that he hopes will drive demand for 
insulation and efficient water heaters and create jobs for 
Americans.  The Home Star program would reward 
consumers who buy energy-saving equipment with an on-
the-spot rebate of $1,000 or more.  In addition to boosting 
the economy, Obama see the plan as one that would also 
help reduce utility bills and cut American dependence on 

030210  0:37 
VO/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 
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Foreign Oil. 
Environment/ 
Green Living 

The Anaconda Mineral Company smelter and refinery site 
in Black Eagle is one step closer to becoming the state’s 16th 
Superfund Environmental Cleanup Site. 
 

030210  0:40 
Rundown 
News at 10 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

See also Politics section of this report, dated 012210, 
regarding Obama’s appearance at a Town Hall meeting to 
discuss clean energy. 
 

 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

Despite controlled hunting in 2009 of more than 500, the 
Gray Wolf population in the northern Rockies has held 
steady.  Biologists say preliminary results show the region’s 
total wolf population will be on a par with last year.  Most 
of the wolves hunted were in response to livestock attacks. 
 

012910 0:52 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

Lawmakers in Butte are petitioning Governor Schweitzer 
for money from natural resource damage funds to build a 
Montana Historical Society Museum to highlight the state’s 
mining history and educate the public on its impact on the 
environment. 
 

022610  0:24 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

As part of restoration efforts in the northern Rockies and 
north Cascades, wildlife officials from the U.S. and Canada 
are working together to gauge how climate change is 
affecting Grizzly bears.  They are also encouraging 
conservation groups to purchase key parcels of bear 
habitat.  This recovery plan is proposed for completion in 
2012 by the Interagency Bear Committee in Missoula, made 
up of federal officials and representatives from Montana, 
Idaho Wyoming, Washington, Alberta and British Columbia. 
 

011210  0:43 
VO/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

A site near Great Falls is one of eight around the country 
that the EPA is proposing to add to the National Priorities 
List.  It is contaminated with heavy metals from decades of 
copper smelting between 1863 and 1980.  Elevated levels 
of lead and arsenic have also been found in the soil at 375 
homes in the area.  The EPA will open a 60-day public 
comment period on the proposed listing after it is 
published in the federal register this Thursday. The 
Governor and Cascade County Officials support the listing 

010610  0:32 
VO/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 



    
 

 
 

KTVM-TV News at 6 and 10 
Community Issues Report 

First Quarter 2010 (Chronological Order) 

 

Issue News Story Date/TL/Format 

and are asking that the cleanup include millions of tons of 
waste dumped into the nearby Missouri River while the 
refinery was in operation. 
 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

Natural Resources Conservation Service experts are getting 
the message out to water managers to plan for possible low 
stream flows if the trend of lessening snowpack continues. 
Mountain snow water content was 76% if average and 87% 
of last year. 
 

010710  0:27 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

Obama spoke to a group of governors at the White House 
today with the message that a clean energy economy is the 
future of our country.  He discussed his energy policy and 
outlined to the bipartisan group plans for a new generation 
of clean and safe nuclear power plants and new technology 
that will allow the energy industry to use coal without 
polluting the planet.  An in depth interview with these 
candidates is on-line at KTVM.com. 
 

020310  0:53 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

The EPA is proposing stricter standards for reducing smog 
to improve the limits put in place under President Bush, in 
an effort to “help millions of Americans breathe easier and 
live healthier”, according to EPA Administrator Lisa 
Jackson.  The new smog proposal will set the primary 
standard for ozone at ground level between 0.060 and 0.70 
parts per million, instead of the prior standard of 0.075 
PPM. 
 

010710  0:30 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

Bozeman leaders announce that the $53 million expansion 
to its wastewater treatment facility is on budget and on 
schedule.  The upgrades to the system, necessary because 
of Bozeman’s population boom, will allow the system to 
remove nitrogen and phosphorus compounds from 
sewerage before dumping into receiving streams and 
rivers.  This will result in less algae buildup in the water. 
 

021210  0:44 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

Montana DEQ plans to launch a new project to clean up 
mine contamination in southwest Montana near Pony, 55 
miles southeast of Butte, at the location of a garnet mine.  
The site is contaminated with lead, mercury and other 

021610  0:28 
MAP/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 
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hazardous materials left over from gold and silver mining.  
The cleanup costs will be $2.4 million.  A public meeting 
will be held Wednesday, March 3, 7 p.m. at the Pony Senior 
Center. 
 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

The Forest Service is conducting an assessment of each of 
the National Forests in Montana to determine and identify 
priority areas for remediation of infestation of Mountain 
Pine Beetles.  Once completed, a combination of treatments 
can be used, from a variety of chemical sprays to removal of 
infested trees.  Such treatments can make a decided 
difference in the future of Montana’s forests. 
 

030110  2:07 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

Forest Service Fire Officials announced today a series of 
controlled burns that will clear high-risk areas.  The focus 
will be on a 160-acre area in the Highland Mountains about 
ten miles south of Butte.  The burn may lead to some short-
term road closures in the area, however in the long-term 
will improve public and firefighter safety in the event of 
wildfire. 
 

030310 0:34 
VO/TAG 
News at 6 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

Hoped to be a deterrent to the increasing incidents of 
livestock killed by wolves, Montana plans to give Federal 
Wildlife Agents more authority to kill wolves.  Under the 
new plan proposed before a Legislative Oversight 
Committee by FWP Director Joe, Maurier, FWP officials 
would be allowed to kill any wolves found near a carcass 
without additional authorization if it is confirmed that the 
livestock had been killed by a wolf.  Current policy requires 
Agents to call the State Dept. of Fish and Wildlife for 
direction after confirming a wolf kill. 
 

 030510  0:39 
VO/TAG 
News at 10 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

Gallatin Valley Land Trust’s plans to expand and improve 
the trailhead at Sourdough Canyon and Bozeman Creek 
were approved by the County Commissioners today.  The 
Trust says that this trailhead, located six miles south of 
Bozeman, is one of the City’s most popular (second to the 
“M” Mountain trail) and will cost approximately $300,000 
for the improvements.  Construction is planned to begin in 
the Fall of 2010. 
 

031610  0:49 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 
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Environment/ 
Green Living 

The State has adopted new energy efficient codes that 
require builders to fully insulate basements.  The Montana 
Builders Association estimates that it will increase 
construction costs up to $5-7,000 per new home, however, 
the State counters that it will increase energy savings by up 
to 15%, saving people money in the long term.  Montana is 
now among five states to have adopted these new codes. 
 

033110  2:00 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

Today President Obama approved offshore drilling along 
vast stretches of U.S. coastline in Virginia as a move to 
sustain economic growth and create jobs.  
Environmentalists are not so sure, however Republicans 
are hailing it as a positive step, according to Gov. Bob 
McDonnell, (R) Virginia.  President Obama hopes to receive 
Republican votes in congress for his upcoming energy 
climate-change bill.  (See also, Politics section herein.) 
 

033110  1:50 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Environment/ 
Green Living 

See also Jobs/Employment section in this report for news 
story dated 022410 regarding bill supported by Capitol Hill 
Democrats to offer tax break to businesses who hire the 
unemployed and will also support subsidies to people who 
make their homes more energy efficient.   
 

 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

At a special clinic held in Missoula today held by the Hemp 
and Cannabis Foundation, clients were able to receive 
information on medical marijuana to treat specific medical 
conditions and ease side effects from medical treatments 
such as chemotherapy.  One patient drove all the way from 
Great Falls to seek advice about using marijuana to wean 
himself off of a prescription painkiller.  Legal in 15 states 
across the country, some doctors in clinics around Montana 
will write prescriptions for Medical Marijuana for certain 
conditions. 
 

011110  1:16 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

The Gallatin Valley Health Clinic is providing free H1-N1 
vaccinations for individuals over six months of age.  The 
Health Department is urging parents to have children 
vaccinated and then be sure to receive a second follow-up 
dose because this particular virus is a bigger threat to 
children and young adults than to mature adults. 
 

012610  1:05 
VO/TAG 
News at 6 
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Health/ 
Healthcare 

To combat statewide blood shortages, one of Montana’s 
largest blood providers is putting out a plea for donations.  
United Blood Services in Butte is requesting donations of 
all blood types, in particular O-Negative, since blood 
donations have experienced a sudden dropped off due to 
winter storms.  A clinic will run from 10-6 this Monday 
through Thursday, and Friday from 10-4. 
 

010110  1:12 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

See also Education/Schools section of this report, story 
dated 021110 on the MSU Sustainability Group which 
educates students on healthier food choices. 
 

 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

See also Politics section of this report, story dated 022210 
regarding Obama’s Healthcare Plan. 
 

 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

MSU Researchers on the front lines in the war against the 
flu virus report that Montana’s flu and H1-N1 season is now 
over, with thousands of H1-N1 vaccine does left over.  In 
Gallatin County Public Health workers administered 21,000 
doses and have 6,000 remaining.  Missoula County gave out 
more than 21,000 doses and has 12,000 left.  Flathead 
County administered more than 13,000 doses.  Gallatin 
County is now providing free H1-N1 vaccinations for 
everyone over 6 months of age. 
 

022310  0:58 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Thanks to the State’s Clean Indoor Air Act, Montana is now 
the 18th state in the country to go “Smoke Free” and the 
percentage of kids picking up the habit has gone down 
sharply from 28 percent in 2000 to 16 percent in 2008.  
Monthly calls to the State’s Quit Line are up 39 percent 
from 2008. 
 

022310  0:50 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

According to a University of Wisconsin Study, Gallatin 
County is the healthiest county in the state of Montana.  The 
research examined health outcomes, health factors, 
programs and policies, diet and exercise, also taking into 
account quality of life and regional longevity.  A ranking of 
counties according to healthy behavior puts Butte Silver 
Bow at 22 in the state.  The least healthy ranking went to 
Glacier County. 

022510  0:52 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 



    
 

 
 

KTVM-TV News at 6 and 10 
Community Issues Report 

First Quarter 2010 (Chronological Order) 

 

Issue News Story Date/TL/Format 

 
Health/ 
Healthcare 

Bozeman’s newly expanded mental health facility, Hope 
House, is now completed.  The facility, which has been in 
operation for five years, will continue to treat people 
experiencing mental health emergencies with a nurse on 
staff 40 hours a week.  Patients may check in voluntarily 
and stay three to five days.  Additional housing is being 
built on the site to serve as outpatient facilities.  Organizers 
say it will continue to be a valuable tool to benefit the 
community’s residents who are in need of counseling and 
support for mental well being. 
 

030110  0:43 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 
 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Health officials warn of the potential for an outbreak of the 
Norovirus across Montana, which causes vomiting and 
diarrhea.  Norovirus is highly contagious and can make 
individual extremely ill.  Outbreaks have been reported 
recently in several counties, and 14 years ago in northwest 
Montana.  There are no reported cases in Gallatin County.  
Officials advise that the best defense is to observe diligent 
hygiene in food handling.  Wash hands often, and if you 
suspect that you may have Norovirus, stay home. 
 

030810  0:36 
FS/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Heart of the Valley Animal Shelter is holding its first ever 
First-Aid workshop for pet owners.  The Shelter’s aim in 
providing the training is to teach pet owners what to do in 
the immediate time before getting to a vet if their pet 
ingests something toxic, or gets injured.  Knowing the 
proper course of action in such an emergency can save an 
animal’s life. 
 

032210  3:21 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

An MSU student group is joining the National “Kick Butts” 
Campaign.  Student will be handing out “Quit Kits” along 
with out information and talking to people about the 
dangers of smoking. 
 

032410  0:36 
VO/TAG 
News at 6 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Governor Schweitzer is moving forward with a plan to 
import cheaper prescription medicines from Canada.  He 
believes that healthcare reform will not lower the prices of 
prescription drugs and asked for federal permission to turn 
to lower-cost imports.  It is estimated by Schweitzer that 

033010  0:16 
Vo 
News at 6 & 10 
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such a plan could save the state $40 million a year. 
 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Six months since Montana’s ban on indoor smoking went 
into full effect, the latest figures reveal that there has been 
only one workplace violation in Gallatin County.  The 
County’s prevention coordinator stated that he thinks the 
program is working. 
 

033110  0:49 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 10 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

Senator Jon Tester’ Forest and Jobs Bill aims to establish 
wilderness areas in the state for the first time in twenty-
five years.  Congressman Denny Rehberg is touring  
southwest Montana this week to listen to Montana’s 
opinions concerning the Bill, which if approved is hoped to 
provide jobs to loggers by requiring 10,000 trees to be cut 
per year in three National Forests for the next decade. 
 

010610  1:49 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

Temporary workers are in steady demand in office jobs and 
healthcare, according to Julissa Hensel, Business Developer 
for a temp agency in Missoula.  While the demand for 
industrial workers has been down, she expects it to pick up 
as weather improves. 
 

010810  0:32 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 &  

Jobs/ 
Employment 

Stimulus spending is supposed to create 11,000 jobs in the 
State of Montana.  A number of projects are underway and 
others are slated to begin this year.  Governor Schweitzer is 
calling for less leeway in how Cities spend stimulus dollars. 
NewsChannel has created a Fastlink to track $4.7 million in 
transportation projects that are part of Missoula County’s 
$121 million stimulus spending at ktvm.com. 
 

011210 2:12 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

See also Politics section of this report for news story dated 
021810 regarding Representative Dennis Rehberg suggesting  
tax relief as a solution to aid joblessness. 
 

 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

A major jobs bill moved one step closer to clearing the full 
U.S. Senate after surviving a Republican filibuster attempt.  
The $15 billion package includes funds for highway 
projects and tax incentives, passing by a vote of 62 to 30.  
Final passage will be voted on this coming Wednesday. 
 

022310  0:59 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 
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Jobs/ 
Employment 

The Senate has passed a bill aimed at boosting job growth 
by giving tax breaks to businesses that hire the 
unemployed.  The jobs legislation would also extend 
highway and mass transit programs through the end of 
2009 and will pump $20 billion into them in time for 
construction season.  Economists say the tax breaks could 
create 250,000 jobs.  It is the first of several job-creation 
measures that Capitol Hill Democrats have promised which 
is supposed to also give money to cash-strapped states and 
give subsidies to people who make their homes more 
energy efficient. 
 

022410  0:42 
VO/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

A new veterans retirement home will bring new jobs and 
millions of dollars to Butte.  The facility will house sixty 
veterans and bring up to 100 new jobs to the area.  The 
project will be funded by state and federal monies, and 
despite major cuts in the state budget, Butte Silver Bow 
Chief Executive Paul Dabb is confident the project will 
move forward. 
 

031910  0:42 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Politics In a campaign-style Town Hall Meeting, President Obama 
said that he would not walk away from Healthcare reform 
just because it is difficult and may hurt his popularity.  He 
stated that the GOP victory in Tuesday’s senate election in 
Massachusetts has thrown Washington into a frenzy, and 
denied Democrats the 60-vote filibuster-proof majority 
that they needed to pass the Healthcare Bill.  The President 
said that he has not been afraid to take on other issues that 
he know would not add to his popularity, such as the bank 
bailout.  Before the town meeting, he toured a local 
community college where he talked about clean energy. 
 

011410  0:32 
SOT/VO/TAG 
News and 6 & 
10 

Politics For in-depth interviews with the candidates running for 
House District 63, go to KTVM.com.  Republican Billie Orr is 
challenging incumbent Democrat J.P. Pomnichowski., who 
states that it is time for government to take to heart what 
the people are saying to them.  Orr is the chairwoman of 
the Gallatin Republicans and states that she is proud to 
have been a part of passing bills for good policy for the 
state on both sides of the isle, Democrat and Republican 
alike. 

011910  1:03 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 
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Politics President Obama unveiled his Healthcare Plan on the White 

House Website today.  Estimated to cost one trillion dollars 
over ten years, Obama says the plan puts Americans in 
control of their own healthcare.  The new plan bridges the 
gap between the senate and house versions of the bill, 
according to the Website.  The proposal includes 
Republican ideas and can be accessed by KTVM.com’s 
Fastlink under the heading “President’s Healthcare Plan”. 
 

022210  0:32 
VO/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Politics Today President Obama approved offshore drilling along 
vast stretches of U.S. coastline in Virginia as a move to 
sustain economic growth and create jobs.  
Environmentalists are not so sure, however Republicans 
are hailing it as a positive step, according to Gov. Bob 
McDonnell, (R) Virginia.  President Obama hopes to receive 
Republican votes in congress for his upcoming energy 
climate-change bill.(See also Environment/Green Living 
section of this report.) 
 

033110  1:50 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Politics Today Gallatin County Commissioners approved a plan to 
relocate Polling places in Bozeman.  The change has come 
about due to the fact that most voters cast ballots by mail, 
and it is expected to help the integrity of the election 
process so that officials can make more effective use of 
managers that handle problems in polling places. 
 

021610  0:51 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Politics This week Representative Dennis Rehberg is traveling the 
state of Montana to visit construction projects where new 
jobs were crated through legislation that Rehberg voted 
against.  Rehberg suggests tax relief as a solution in today’s 
Billing’s Gazette.  He fails to acknowledge that he voted 
against the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 which did just that.  In fact, a full third of the Recovery 
Act focused on Tax Relief. 

021810  0:35 
FS 
News at 6 & 10 

Politics President Obama unveiled his Healthcare Plan on the White 
House Website today.  Estimated to cost one trillion dollars 
over ten years, Obama says the plan puts Americans in 
control of their own healthcare.  The new plan bridges the 
gap between the senate and house versions of the bill, 

022210  0:32 
VO/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 
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according to the Website.  The proposal includes 
Republican ideas and can be accessed by KTVM.com’s 
Fastlink under the heading “President’s Healthcare Plan”. 
 

Politics See also Environment/Green Living section of this report 
for news story dates 030210 regarding President Obama’s 
proposed energy rebate program. 
 

 

Politics The Tea Party Movement is making its way across the 
country, rounding up support for a change in government.  
Former Vice Presidential candidate Sarah Palin spoke live 
at a rally in Nevada over the weekend.  Conservatives and 
grassroots activists say they are protesting because they 
believe the country is being led in the wrong direction and 
that it is time to limit government.  The goal of the Tea 
Party Movement is to hold 42 rallies across 22 states before 
April 15 to continue to build momentum to vote liberal 
democrats out of office. 
 

033010  0:48 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Substance 
Abuse / DUIs 

The head of Montana’s Transportation Department links a 
multi-million dollar advertising campaign to a decrease in 
driving deaths.  The ads started five years ago featuring 
real-life stories about the consequences of drunk driving, 
and cost $2.5 to $4 million per year which is budgeted from 
federal grants funded by gas taxes. The number of drunk-
driving deaths dropped by two last year. 
 

010410 1:07 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Substance 
Abuse / DUIs 

Butte-Silver Bow is making the fight against drunk driving 
a top priority, adding a new court to handle repeat 
misdemeanor offenders.  It is one of two new additions to 
the Butte Courts, including the hiring of a probation officer 
whose job will deal with making sure offenders’ fine 
payments are made on time.  The new court will help get 
offenders off the streets and is designed to save lives and 
prevent people from committing more serious crimes. 
 

011910  0:43 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Substance 
Abuse / DUIs 

Montana’s Chief Justice wants the state to take money that 
it makes from alcohol taxes and use it to pay for special DUI 
courts and treatment programs.  A special DUI panel in 
Helena has completed the first phase of its push to change 

020910  2:40 
SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 
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the law in hopes that they can craft something that will be a 
first step in curbing a substantial problem for the state. 
 

Substance 
Abuse / DUIs 

Montana’s Chief Justice Mike McGrath, in his efforts to 
finance DUI courts and treatment program,  has suggested 
a floating ballot issue to approve using five million dollars 
in existing alcohol tax money to pay for prevention and 
treatment programs. 
 

021010  0:55 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Substance 
Abuse / DUIs 

Police across the state are gearing up for “Cops in Shops”, a 
program aimed at catching underage drinkers.  Officers 
working in plain clothes will pose as employees in shops to 
catch people under 21 trying to buy alcohol as well as 
adults buying alcohol for minors. The program will enforce 
a zero-tolerance policy for offenders, first-time or 
otherwise. 
 

021610  0:54 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 10 

Substance 
Abuse / DUIs 

Butte’s DUI Task Force is making is harder for dangerous 
drivers to keep their cars.  Butte-Silver Bow has report 314 
DUI convictions from January 2008 to April 2009.  At last 
month’s Task Force meeting the possibility was discussed 
of adopting Oregon’s DUIT law that states any driver cited 
for drunk driving, driving without a valid license or driving 
without insurance can have their vehicle taken away. 
 

021710  1:28 
PHG 
News at 6 & 10 

Substance 
Abuse / DUIs 

Montana Attorney General Steve Bullock is making a big 
push for DUI law reform in Montana.  Last week he 
launched a pilot program in Lewis and Clark County that 
requires second DUI offenders to take sobriety tests 
throughout the day. 
 

031110  1:02 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Substance 
Abuse / DUIs 

Having more officers on the streets during the annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Celebration in Butte has been credited with 
keeping more people safe.  Numbers of arrests for crimes 
ranging from disorderly conduct, resisting arrest and 
minors in possession are down have decreased from prior 
years.  Out of the thousands that came to Butte this year, 
only six were arrested for drunk driving. 
 

031810  0:24 
VO/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Substance Montana lawmakers are targeting ways to guarantee a 031910  0:54 
PKG 
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Abuse / DUIs funding source for special courts to deal with drunk 
drivers’  treatment and monitoring, including mandatory 
in-patient programs to keep closer tabs on offenders.  
Another area of focus will be targeting kids convicted of 
any alcohol or drug crime to prevent them from obtaining a 
driver’s license until the age of 18.  
 

News at 6 & 10 

Substance 
Abuse / DUIs 

A Butte painter is bringing awareness to a drunk-driving 
program by auctioning a rendition of the 2008 Grizzly-
Bobcats game.  The painting took 180 hours to create and 
bidding will start at $500.  Sixty percent of the profits will 
go to Mariah’s Challenge, a program that fights drunk 
driving. 
 

033010  0:51 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/ Govt. 
Spending 

Decreased patronage in gambling casinos has led to the loss 
of nearly $2.25 million dollars in the last quarter of 2009.  
Casino operators attribute the decrease to the smoking ban, 
which was implemented in October 2009, others blame it 
on the recession. 
 

012010  2:10 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/ Govt. 
Spending 

The American Recovery Reinvestment Act’s “Making Work 
Pay” tax credit may result in a change in your paycheck.  
Each single person is eligible for a $400 refund credit, and 
married couples who file jointly get an $800 credit.  For 
taxpayers who owe money, this could help reduce the 
amount owed. 
 

012210  1:33 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/ Govt. 
Spending 

Another round of stimulus money is being used to help 
Montanans and people across the country in the same 
manner that the “Cash for Clunkers” Program worked.  Now 
it’s “Cash for Appliances”.  From federal funding of nearly 
$300 million dollars nationwide, $928,000 will be set aside 
for Montana to issue mail-in rebates for replacing old 
appliances with new Energy-Star rated appliances, 
including $100 for a new clothes washer, $50 for a 
dishwasher, $70 for a freezer and $100 for a refrigerator. 
The program begins in April 2010. 
 

021510  1:00 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 

Taxes/ Govt. 
Spending 

A special committee of lawmakers gathered in Helena to 
come up with ideas to provide homeowners with relief, 

021810  1:07 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 
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such as deferred property tax payments and a reverse 
mortgage program.  The state would lend property owners 
money to cover the tax value.  Under the next re-appraisal 
of values, property owners can expect to see a reflection of 
today’s housing market on their property’s value taxes, 
rather than the rising property values reflected in the 
current re-appraisal that showed increased values of up to 
54% over the last six years. 
 

Taxes/ Govt. 
Spending 

In an effort to cut state spending and keep from going into 
debt, Montana is looking to decrease funding of state 
programs by five percent.  The $40.5 million dollars of cuts 
will shrink Health and Human Services by $17 million 
dollars in cutbacks that will span ten years.  The public has 
ten days to submit comments to lawmakers by the deadline 
of March 1.  A public hearing will be on March 4. 
 

021910  0:32 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/ Govt. 
Spending 

The Bert Mooney Airport in Butte will be receiving a 
$460,000 grant from the federal government.  Airport 
officials would like to use the money to convince Delta 
Airlines to add another daily flight, which would in turn 
help to drive down the overall costs of ticket prices for 
flights originating and terminating at that location. 
 

021910  0:25 
VO 
News at 6 

Taxes/ Govt. 
Spending 

Pending State Land Board approval of an $86 million coal 
lease from Arch-Coal Incorporated could mean fewer cuts 
to the state budget for programs such as services for the 
disabled and local stimulus projects. 
  

031710  0:36 
VO/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/ Govt. 
Spending 

President Obama today proposed a set of Middle Class tax 
breaks that he plans to detail in his State of the Union 
Address on Wednesday. Vice President Biden reiterated the 
promise, “to fight for Middle Class, to make sure working 
families have a voice in the White House”.  Today he 
proposes to double the Child Care Tax Credit for families 
earning under $85,000. 
 

012510  1:50 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

 See also Politics section of this report for news story dated 
021810 regarding Representative Dennis Rehberg suggesting  
tax relief as a solution to aid joblessness. 
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Taxes/ Govt. 
Spending 

See also Jobs/Employment section in this report for news 
story dated 022410 regarding a  bill aimed at boosting job 
growth by giving tax breaks to businesses that hire the 
unemployed.   
 

 

Weather Earlier tonight the City of Bozeman issued a Hazardous 
Streets Advisory in effect for the next twenty-four hours.  
Officials are telling drivers to use extreme caution on the 
slick and icy streets and highways.  The Montana 
Department of Transportation also warns that severe 
driving conditions are in effect for Interstate 90 at Deer 
Lodge to Phosphate, Warm Springs and U.S. 12 Garrison to 
Avon. 
 

010510  0:34 
VO 
News at 10 

Weather Areas along the Gallatin River from Big Sky to Three Forks 
have been issued flood warnings for the next forty-eight 
hours.  A Major ice jam near Big Sky is one area of concern, 
and spots along Highway 191 at Rainbow Ranch Road are 
already flooded.  Forecasters warn that the ice jams could 
give way and be the cause of more severe flooding 
problems downstream. 

010510  0:20 
VO 
News at 6 

Weather Nobel-winning climate change scientist, Steve Running, has 
completed a new study which focuses on the impacts of 
climate change in Montana, Wyoming, and Idaho.  His 
observations include that there will be progressively 
increased stress on forests due to shorter snow-packed 
winters and longer summers.   Running believes these 
findings are especially important to future Montanans.  
Patrick Michaels, a Senior Fellow of Environmental Studies 
at the Cato Institute questions some of the data in 
Running’s study, saying that western drought status is 
variable from year-to-year and decade –to-decade, 
however the rate of warming in global temperature is at or 
around the lower limit rates of global warming that are 
given by models from the U.N. Inter Governmental Panel on 
Climate Change.  This would mean that Running’s  severe 
weather projections are likely to be over-estimations in 
Michael’s opinion. 
 

010510  2:01 
PKG 
News at 6 

Weather Gallatin National Forest Officials warn that the entire 
forecast area in Southwest Montana is under avalanche 

010610  0:34 
SOT/VO 
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warning.  The Director of the Avalanche Advisory Center, 
Doug Chabot, tells us that the areas under warning include 
the Bridger Range, the entire Madison and Gallatin Ranges, 
Lionhead area near West Yellowstone, and the Cooke City 
and Washburn areas near Yellowstone National Park.  New 
snow falling over an extremely weak snowpack  makes the 
danger rating high for all slopes. 
 

News at 6 & 10 

Weather Flood warnings continue for the Gallatin River from Big Sky 
to Three Forks.  Anyone who lives along the river upstream 
from Rainbow Ranch Road should be prepared to move 
quickly in the event of flooding.  Be on the lookout for ice 
and other debris washing down the river that can also 
present the potential for damage to shorelines and bridges 
crossing the river. 
 

010610  0:34 
SOT/VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Weather Below-average snowfall in western Montana has created a 
boom in business for Missoula Bicycle Works.  Sales for this 
January show an increase over the prior year’s January.  
The bike shop credits milder weather and good road 
conditions to the increase n ridership.  There are no major 
changes in the large-scale weather pattern predicted 
anytime soon. 
 

012510  1:41 
PKG 
News at 6 

Weather Much of western Montana has been hit with inversion fog 
that is limiting visibility to around one-quarter mile.  The 
locations that most often experience this lie west of the 
Continental Divide, such as the Flathead, Mission, Missoula 
and Bitterroot Valleys.  The Glacier Park International 
Airport and the Missoula International Airport has 
implemented the use of “Fogbuster” fans to battle the 
limitations of visibility.  Commuters are also being 
impacted, as the fog droplets can form ice on roadways. 
 

021710  
1:32\PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

 
 
 

 


