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Crime and 
Safety 

Federal Safety Officials advise Americans traveling to Europe 
that a Travel Alert is in effect and to be on the lookout for 
potential terrorist attacks on trains, airports and tourist 
attractions.  Intelligence officials believe eight Germans and two 
British brothers hiding in Pakistan may be planning an attack 
sanctioned by Osama Bin Laden.  The Terror Alert has been 
raised to “Severe” in Britain, France and Germany.  The 
Government decided against a stronger warning so as not to 
deter travel.  The State Department advises Americans to’ 
protect yourselves and use common sense.’ 
 

100410   1:33 
PKG 

Crime and 
Safety 

Officials have closed trails in the Hamilton area due to a 
lightening strike fire believed to have started several weeks ago.  
Warm temperatures and low humidity are suspected to have led 
to a new blow up of flames.  Please check with local Forestry 
stations before planning a hike in these areas. 
 

100410  0:17 
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

The government is implementing a new rating system to test car 
safety.  The Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s new 5-star 
rating system includes female crash test dummies, since the 
shape and size of female drivers and passengers differs from 
males.  They are also rating how cars perform in side-impact 
crashes and are considering new technology such as rear-end 
sensors.  More injury data, such as head trauma, will also be 
collected, and a new “pole test” will be used which simulates a 
20-mile crash into a 10-inch pole located behind the driver.  So 
far the government reports that not many cars have reached top 
rating with the new testing standards. 
 

100510  1:10 
PKG 

Crime and 
Safety 

Results are conclusive in the studies performed on the Evaro 
Overpass and 41 similar animal crossings created in the last 
year.  Wildlife Scientists report a drop in the number of drivers 
hitting animals on Highway 93.  Cameras in the tunnels showed 
proof positive that Grizzly, Black Bear, elk, deer, mountain lions 
and many more animals are using the crossings. 
 

100510  0:50 
VO/SOT 

Crime and 
Safety 

A new study at John’s Hopkins University in Baltimore finds that 
victims of All Terrain Vehicle crashes are 50% more likely to die 
than motorcycle riders, and 55% more likely to be admitted into 

100710  0:33 
VBO 
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Intensive Care than people injured in off-road motorcycle 
accidents.   ATV’s are heavier than motorcycles, leading to many 
crushing injuries.  The study also found that ATV riders are less 
likely to wear helmets. 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

Beefed-up security at Amtrak stations today will be part of 
testing a new “Rail Safe” security program in coordination with 
local officials in certain cities.  This is not related to the current 
Terror Alert for Americans traveling in Europe.   There is no 
threat and no cause for alarm.  A similar drill of Rail Safe took 
place on September 10, and will continue periodically during 
busy holiday weekends as well. 
 

100810  0:36 
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

The State and the Federal Trade Commission are investigating 
an internet scam targeted at tricking consumers to reveal their 
credit card numbers and identity information in exchange for 
discount coupons and free offers that don’t exist.  Some of the 
scams automatically enroll unwitting consumers in a “discount 
club” with no instruction on how to cancel and no customer 
service information available.  The public is being cautioned to 
not give out credit card information in exchange for offers of 
coupons or free deals. 
 

101110  0:38 
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

Low snowpack and a cold spring have led to increased incidents 
of Black Bear encounters in lower elevations such as western 
Montana’s Rattlesnake Valley.  Missoula residents in this area 
are urged to hide bear attractants: keep garbage cans and pet 
food inside, and pick up fallen fruit from trees.  Call Montana 
Fish & Wildlife if you encounter an aggressive bear. 
 

101110  2:10 
PKG 

Crime and 
Safety 

Missoula bear experts warn not to feed bears because once a 
bear becomes accustomed to handouts, it’s tough to get them to 
stop.  An effort has been focused in the Rattlesnake Valley, 
where a bear had to be put down after getting used to eating 
human food.  A Website has been formed for neighbors in that 
area to point out homes that are not taking proper precautions.  
You may go to NBC Montana for more information. 
 

101210  1:04 
PKG 

Crime and Josh Jones of the Snow Ski and Safety Swap was interviewed 110510 
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Safety about the SOS Fair to promote ski safety.  The event takes place 
at Big Sky High School, Nov. 6 & 7.  Bring in equipment to be sold 
Sat 9-5 and buy equipment Sunday from 10-3.  For more 
information call Josh at 531-0755. 

Interview 

Crime and 
Safety 

Missoula Police will be conducting pedestrian crossing stings 
throughout October.  The goal of the exercise is to educate 
drivers, bicyclists and pedestrians about traffic crossing laws. 
 

101810  0:48 
SOT 

Crime and 
Safety 

Montana Department of Transportation is looking for input on a 
proposed traffic light at Airway Boulevard and West Broadway 
in Missoula.  The current plan adds pedestrian and traffic safety 
improvements, with construction beginning in 2012.  For 
information on how to give feedback, go to NBCmontana.com. 
 

101810  0:22 
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

Graco manufacturers are recalling two million strollers due to a 
design flaw that could allow a child to slip down and risk 
entrapment and strangulation.  The recalled models are Quatro 
Tour and Metrolite Travel Systems, sold from 2000 to 2007.  Log 
on to Gracobaby.com for more information or to order a repair 
kit. 
 

102110  0:28  
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

Toyota and Lexus are recalling more than 1.5 million cars 
because of brake and fuel pump problems.  Affected owners of 
the Avalon, Highlander and Lexus vehicles will be mailed 
information next month on how to get vehicles fixed.   In recent 
years, Toyota has recalled over 10 million vehicles. 
 

102210  0:31 
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

Caitllin Copple of Montana Innocence Project is promoting an 
October 28 open house showcasing UM law and journalism 
student work for “Innocence Clinic” which exonerates innocent 
Montanans from wrongful convictions.  The program is run in 
affiliation with the University. 
 

102710 
Interview 

Crime and 
Safety 

A new warehouse for criminal evidence is being built by 
Missoula County.  The 27,000 s.f. facility, currently in the skeletal  
framework stage, was toured by County officials today.  The 
building will centralize the current inefficient and 
compartmentalized process of storing and checking out crime 

102710  1:39 
PKG 
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scene evidence.   The county must keep evidence available for as 
long as it may be required by courts, sometimes years.  The new 
facility will be ready in May 2011. 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

Southwest Missoula is putting the finishing touches on a 3 
million dollar traffic roundabout to better control the flow of 
traffic in that area.  The state has issued a tip sheet to educate 
drivers on how to navigate the 15 mph circle safely, “slow down, 
look to the left and stay to the right”.  Always signal your intent 
to exit the roundabout, not when entering. 
 

102710  1:21 
PKG 

Crime and 
Safety 

Nissan announced its third largest recall ever, 2.14 vehicles with 
762,000 in the U.S.  The precautionary recall effects a dozen 
models made between August 2003 and July 2006 with a faulty 
ignition relay that could cause engine problems.  No accidents 
have been reported from the defect. 
 

102810  0:45 
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

Starting today, the TSA enacts its “Secure Flight” program, 
requiring passengers to provide full name, birth date and gender 
when ticketing to check against the No Fly list.  Names must 
match passports and government IDs.  For now, TSA says that 
small differences such as middle initials should not impact 
travel.  Ticket holders that do not provide the information, or 
whose information does not match their ID will not be issued a 
boarding pass. 
 

110110  0:48 
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

As of yesterday a City Counsel approved ordinance deems it 
illegal to talk on a cell phone or text while driving in Billings city 
limits.  Drivers may use hands-free devices or risk a $300 fine, 
however, exceptions may be made for people responding to or 
reporting emergencies. 
 

110110  0:50 
VO/SOT 

Crime and 
Safety 

Baby Monitors may be used to spy on you.  You monitor’s signal 
can be picked up by criminals, giving them live video feed of the 
room while the transmitter is on.  Most baby video monitors do 
not have security features.  Experts warn that even secure 
monitors that hook up to a home wireless network need to be 
double-checked for wi-fi security standards. 
 

110110  0:35 
VO 
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Crime and 
Safety 

A cougar has been spotted on Lost Mine Loop off of Upper Miller 
Creek Road in south Missoula.  Wildlife experts say that area is 
mountain lion country and that it is important to know what to 
do if you come into contact with one.  Beach transportation 
cautions parents in that area to wait with their kids are bus 
stops. 
 

110410  0:31  
VO/SOT/TAG 

Crime and 
Safety 

Missoula’s Community Medical Center is warning of a billing 
scam that could hit the area’s senior citizens.  People posing as 
bill collectors have been calling elderly victims, claiming that 
they owe money on hospital bills.  Cases have already been 
reported in Billings.  If anyone has questions about billing, they 
should contact Community Medical directly. 
 

111010  0:33 
VO/SOT 

Crime and 
Safety 

A warning from health and safety officials as three Missoula area 
men recover from carbon monoxide poisoning from a propane 
heater in their hunting tent.  Make sure all appliances that burn 
oil and gas are inspected at the beginning of fall.  Read and 
follow all directions on fuel-burning appliances, including 
proper installation, venting and maintenance.  Avoid using 
charcoal grills and gas-powered engines indoors and do not 
sleep in any room with an unvented or kerosene heater. 
 

111010  1:51 
PKG 

Crime and 
Safety 

Reminders from security experts during this busiest travel 
season of the year:  leave your home with a lived-in look, have a 
neighbor gather your newspapers or have the delivery halted, 
and put lamps and exterior lights on timers.  Do not post on 
social networking sites that you are going on vacation. 
 

112610  0:37 
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

Here are some cold weather safety facts to help better prepare 
you for the coming sub-zero temperatures:  Dress warmly, in 
layers, and keep those clothes dry.  Wool, micro-fleece and 
insulative fabrics hold more heat in, whereas cotton can wick 
your heat away.  Wear a hat and/or scarf to cover your face and 
mouth; mittens keep hands warmer than gloves.  Watch for signs 
of frostbite and hypothermia, and seek medical attention if 
either are suspected.  Avoid unnecessary exertion outdoors and 
it puts an extra strain on your heart.  Check in frequently on 
older relatives or neighbors since they are more susceptible to 

111910  0:39 
VO/FSG 



    
 

K42BZ 4Q 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Montana Today 
Community Issues Report 

Fourth Quarter 2010 (Chronological Order by Topic) 

 

Issue News Story Date/TL/Format 

cold temperatures, and don’t forget to provide shelter and a 
source of unfrozen water to outdoor pets.  See also Weather. 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

Dangerous conditions have cancelled Greyhound Buss routes, 
leaving busses stopped in Billings and Spokane.  American Red 
Cross has opened a shelter at Keltz Arena at the Montana 
Western Campus in Dillon for stranded travelers due to the 
closure of I-15 and Monida Pass.  Organizers report 70 people in 
the shelter this evening, but are expecting more due to holiday  
travel.  Red Cross has 8 volunteers staffing the shelter.  Roads 
were so bad that Missoula schools did not open after getting 
reports from City and County road crews.  See also Weather. 
 

112410  0:52 
VO/SOT 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

Montana’s Attorney General and the U.S. Attorney’s Office have 
created a DVD to educate kids and adults about using common 
sense on the internet.  The held a news conference today in 
Missoula to introduce the tool and talk about prevention of 
bullying, cyber-stalking and child exploitation. 
 

121410  0:25 
VO/SOT 

Crime and 
Safety 

Missoula Police are advising women to be on the alert for an 
alleged rapist.  A woman told police she was walking downtown 
at 4 a.m. yesterday when a man pulled up in a gold four-door car, 
got out and raped her.  Investigators think it may be related to a 
sexual assault on Friday.  
 

120210  1:25 
PKG 

Crime and 
Safety 

Partiers in Bozeman and Missoula can get a free ride home this 
weekend if they have to much to drink, and they won't have to 
pick up their car in the morning.  It's part of operation "Tipsy 
Tow." The goal is to keep drunk drivers off the road.  It's a cab 
for you and your car. A tow truck shows up, hooks up your car, 
and you and your friends will get a ride to wherever you want 
your car in the morning. Red's Towing doesn't take any money 
from the community or other public funds, but Hilliard says tow 
truck drivers will take a tip if you want to give it to them it's 
much cheaper than a DUI or a cab ride or calling a friend and 
staying off the streets.  To contact Red's Towing in Missoula you 
can call 721-0040 and in Bozeman you can call Elite Towing at 
586-7306.  See also Safety. 
 

123110  2:07 
PKG 
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Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

In 2010 so far, 751 new business licenses have been issued in 
Missoula, up more than 100 from the same span of time last 
year.  Local businesses, such as a new high-tech internet firm 
that will employ 10-25 workers from Missoula, think this is an 
indication that the local economy is rebounding from tough 
times. 
 

101410  1:50 
PKG 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

All 50 states have begun investigations in to U.S. Lenders over 
allegations of mortgage fraud.  Iowa’s Attorney General is 
leading the effort, focusing on accusations that lenders 
repossessed hundreds of thousands of homes without verifying 
details, dubbed “robo-signing”.  Bank of America has stopped 
foreclosures and other lenders are also considering a halt, but 
experts warn it could have a major effect on the economy as 
delaying foreclosures delays homes entering the resale market, 
in turn delaying the ability of the American housing market as a 
whole to recover and reset. 
 

101410  0:40 
VO/SOT 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Recent statistics reported by Prospera Business Network  in an 
economic profile of the state reveal that Gallatin County is the 
fastest growing in Montana, even though it is only the third 
largest.  The growth outpaces Flathead County by 13% and is 
attributed to a well-diversified economy and a booming year for 
tourism, with record numbers visiting Yellowstone.  As for jobs, 
some of the largest employers in the County are MSU, bio-
science and technology related institutions are doing well 
despite the recession, some even adding more job openings.  
Gallatin’s unemployment rate averaged 7.6%, lower than the 
national average.  The study projects that by 2030 the 
population will increase by over 45,000, requiring 50-60 new 
homes for the area, which will contribute to the County’s 
construction industry over time.  See also Housing. 
 

102010  1:16 
PKG 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

As a result of the worst year for housing since 1946, the 
Montana timber industry is struggling but seeing a slight 
increase in sales.  In Flathead County lumber sales are down 
50%, but the mill is still open and management hopes for a full 
recovery now that construction on some homes in 2010 has 
increased over 2007-2009. 

102210000:45 
VO/SOT TAG 
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Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Area ranchers are headed to Missoula Livestock Exchange to sell 
spring calves where supply is limited and demand is up.  The 
price of beef is up 6% since September of last year and is 
expected to rise another 3% before year end.  A tight cattle 
supply could drive prices the next few years.  Many ranchers 
have cut back on herds in response to rising corn and soybean 
prices. 
 

102910  2:06 
PKG 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

The Federal Reserve is taking bold steps to rejuvenate the 
economy by buying up more than a half a trillion dollars worth 
of Treasury Bonds in an effort to drive down the long-term 
interest rates.  Analysts say the Board didn’t have too many tools 
left to work with, while others question where adding this type 
of debt can boost confidence on Main Street and Wall Street. 
 

110410  0:39 
VO/SOT 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

A Congressional Oversight Panel reports that foreclosure 
practices have the power to sink the economy.  Testimony was 
heard regarding widespread practices of rushing mortgage 
contracts without due diligence to verify documentation and 
failure to review bank files.  Senator Tester grilled bankers and 
demanded answers about questionable foreclosure practices.  
The Panel’s intent is to put safeguards in place to ensure that 
those who face foreclosure at least know the process is being 
followed lawfully. 
 

111210  0:50 
VO 
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Governor Schweitzer was in Bozeman on Tuesday to promote 
the “Warm Hearts Warm Home” initiative, a program that helps 
Montanans lower energy costs and winterize their homes.  
Volunteers help cover windows with plastic, install CFL light 
bulbs and bring in water heater blankets.  For more information 
go to NBCmontana.com.  See also Politics. 
 

102710  0:44 
VO/SOT 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Six Montana companies will receive tax credits and grants to 
help innovate biotechnology.  Located in Bozeman, Butte and 
Whitefish, the federal grants and credits are part of the 
Qualifying Therapeutic Discovery Project and will enable the 
companies to hopefully keep key employees.  See also Jobs and 
Govt. Spending. 

111210  0:40 
VO 
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Education 
 

While Montana colleges are receiving record enrollments for the 
fourth year in a row, the Flathead Valley Community College, 
with a 4.2% enrollment increase this year, reports that they have 
been able to place 90% of students in jobs, despite the tough 
economy and 7.4% unemployment rate (as of August) in 
Montana and 10.2% in Flathead County.  See also Employment. 
 

100110  2:35 
PKG 

Education Missoula teachers and parents have teamed with the 
Department of Public Works to encourage kids to walk to school.  
Statistic show that only half of the students that live within 
walking range of schools are being driven on a regular basis.  
Schools are offering prizes, breakfasts and drawings as an 
incentive for kids who walk.  For information on what your 
child’s school is doing today, go to NBCmontana.com. 
 

100610  0:39 
VO/SOT 

Education Kristi Allen-Gailushas of Helena has dropped her complaint 
against the Helena School District’s proposed sex educatin 
program, stating that it will cost too much to pursue the lawsuit.  
After her complaint, the School District cut many of the 
controversial requirements , including teaching first graders 
about same-sex love and fifth-graders about different types of 
sexual intercourse.  Allen-Gailushas said if the curriculum is 
approved, she will home school her kids. 
  

101210  0:33 
VO 

Education Backporch Productions’ Artist Thom Coffman has produced a 
one of a kind series of MetalTone prints that will directly benefit 
U of M’s GSA and Grizzly Athletics. MetalTones are a break-
though concept in photography. Instead of the picture being on 
paper, each one is incorporated with metallic Silver. By using a 
metallic backing instead of paper, photos will not fade, 
breakdown or crack. The patent-pending MetalTone process 
uses old darkroom technology with a film negative. Each one is 
exposed and developed by hand so that every print is three-
dimensional original work of art, with no two alike. 

101910 
Interview 

Education A new report makes an argument for improving college 
graduation rates, but critics say it also underscores how too 
many students are attending four-year schools at the expense of 

101110 0:23 
VO 
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taxpayers.  The report details that states appropriated almost 
$6.2 billion between 2003 and 2008 to help pay for the 
education of students who dropped out after a year.  See also 
Taxes. 
 

Education After hearing parents at a packed Board meeting Tuesday night, 
the Frenchtown School District Board has voted to remove a 90-
minute presentation that was previously given each semester by 
Planned Parenthood as part of its sex education curriculum.  
Instead the school’s current sex-ed teacher will give the birth 
control lecture to students. 
 

101310  0:18 
VO 

Education A National Institute of Health grant of $750,000 has been 
awarded to two University of Montana Psychology researchers 
to make sure that studies based in rural areas follow the same 
guidelines used when studying people in cities.  The professors 
relate that their work is important to standardize studies that 
are based outside of cities and academic centers. 
 

101410 0:26 
VO 

Education Thom Coffman of Backporch Productions is producing one-of-a-
kind Grizzly Bear Metaltone prints with proceeds to directly 
benefit GSA and Grizzly Athletics.  Each three-dimensional print 
is done by hand in the patented process, one at a time on metal 
backing that will not degrade in image quality as paper does. 
 

101910 
Interview 

Education The University of Montana’s cruiser co-op is purchasing a new 
fleet of yellow, heavy-duty single-speeds with coaster brakes 
from a northwest distributor to make ordering new parts and 
replacements easier.  Students and faculty can check out the 
bikes for up to two days at no charge.  
 

102110  0:24 
VO 

Education The U.S. Department of Education is sending a warning to 
schools, colleges and universities nationwide in response to 
recent highly publicized and increasing reports of bullying.  The 
Agency warns that tolerating and failing to address ethnic or 
gender-based harassment is in violation of federal anti-
discrimination laws.  
 

102610  0:37 
VO 

Education Commissioner of Higher Education, Sheila Sterns, addressed an 102610  0:41 
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audience in Bozeman on Monday as part of a tour around the 
state to encourage people to seek higher education.  The 
audience questioned how non-traditional students can expand 
education opportunities without a community college.  The 
Commissioner stressed that advice is needed from Montanans 
on how to elevate and change the perception of the value and 
quality of two-year degrees. 
 

VO/SOT 

Education Montana School Administrators Group has launched a new anti-
bullying program.  To learn more about the “Montana Bullying 
Prevention Initiative” go to Fastlink on NBCmontana.com.  The 
program is in partnership with the Hazeldon, a prevention and 
treatment organization. 
 

102610  0:19 
VO/HSC 

Education The Department of education has issued a letter to schools 
reminding them of their legal obligation to protect kids from 
harassment based on disability, race, sex and gender.  Half of all 
students surveyed say that they have experienced bullying, and 
more than a quarter say that they do not feel safe there. 
 

102710   0:33 
VO/SOT 

Education Hospital results from nine Washington students who were 
violently ill and lost consciousness at a party, show that alcohol 
fortified energy drinks were the cause.  Some had blood alcohol 
levels if .335, enough to be deadly.  They were drinking “Four 
Loko” which has as much alcohol as five beers and the caffeine of 
five coffees.  Montana has limited the sale of such drinks to state 
liquor stores or full-service bars, classifying them as liquor. 
 

102710  0:36 
VO/SOT 

Education Thanks to donated time and equipment from Missoula 
businesses, local high school juniors and seniors are being given 
first-hand experience in auto mechanics, service and repair 
through on-the-job training with two or three students per 
mentor. 
 

102910  0:39 
VO/SOT 

Education Graduate students of the Counseling Program at MSU are hosting 
a Resource fair and presentation for veterans, families and the 
community aimed to help loved ones understand a veteran’s 
transition home from the military service.  The event is tonight 
at the Strand Union Building, 6 p.m., and is free.  For more 

110410  1:16  
VO 
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information call 556-5876. 
 

Education MSU has reopened a building that was shut down on Thursday  
to check for possible asbestos contamination.  Air quality tests 
returned this afternoon showing no reason for concern of 
airborne asbestos fibers.  During the closure, students were 
redirected to new class locations as a precautionary measure.  
Workers has been replacing ceiling tiles since mid-October 
without properly disposing them. 
 

110810  0:31 
VO 

Education A school program created by the Montana Food Bank Network  
(MFBN) provides basic foods such as cereal, milk and canned 
food for students in need to take home with them on weekends.   
The program has grown from 70 kids in Desmet school in 
Missoula to over 1,100 kids in nine school districts across the 
state.  The MFBN, which may lose $175,000 in funding next year, 
provides 36,000 food bags a year, with each bag containing food 
for 4 meals over two days.  In Montana 92,000 kids live at or 
below the federal poverty level. 
 

111010  1:38 
PKG 

Education Top state honors have been awarded to Kalispell’s School 
Superintendent, Darlene Schottle.  She attributes the 2009 
award for Montana Superintendent to solid performances by 
students, despite budget cuts.  She will travel to Washington D.C. 
to talk education with other top superintendents from around 
the country, with expenses paid for by the National Association 
of Superintendents. 
 

111210  0:37 
VO/SOT 

Education St. Matthews Catholic School has set a record with an entire 
eighth grade class that has made the honor roll.  The Principal 
attributes this distinction with a mind, body, soul approach to 
learning, along with community support to transcend challenges 
such as differences in intelligence levels, work ethics and socio-
economic backgrounds to all achieve at the same high level. 
 

111910  2:40 
PKG 

Education Probiotics, according to a new report from the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, if effective in treating diarrhea in healthy 
children.  Giving kids probiotics at the first sign of a stomach 
virus can reduce its duration by one day.  It can also be 

112610  0:38 
VO 
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somewhat effective in preventing diarrhea caused by antibiotics.  
More research is needed before recommending it as treatment 
for Irritable Bowel Syndrome, Crohn’s and other infections and 
allergies in children. 
 

Education   

Health/ 
Healthcare 

At a news conference in Washington D.C. on Thursday, doctors 
advised that now is the time for people to get vaccinated for both 
the flu and the H1N1 virus before the diseases start to spread.  
For the first time ever, the flu shot is recommended for everyone 
six months of age or older.  No special category to consider.  
Supply is adequate and one shot covers seasonal flu and the 
H1N1 strain.  Last year more than 200,000 people were 
hospitalized with the flu. 
 

100810  0:36 
VO 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Make-A-Wish Foundation is hosting a big fundraiser October 
15th at the DoubleTree, 7 p.m. It's called Dance for Wishes and 
will have food, a silent auction, music by Blue Collar, and 
speeches by local wish children. Missoula has been granted their 
own chapter of Make-A-Wish. 
 

101410  
Interview 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

The Lucky Strike restaurant in Missoula will donate a quarter of 
its food sales to the Breast Cancer Center at Community Medical 
Center, During “Eat for the Cure”, from Sunday until the end of 
this week.  The owners hope to sell enough food to donate 
$3,500 to assist women in paying for mammograms. 
 

101110  0:41 
VO/SOT 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

A Missoula family is in need of help to pay for lung transplants 
for two young boys suffering from a rare genetic disease.  The 
operations will cost in excess of a half million dollars each, and 
although insurance will pay a majority of the surgical costs, the 
family will need to relocate to Seattle and raise $60,000 for care 
giving.  Bagels On Broadway announced that they would donate 
a day’s worth of sales to the family, which resulted in a line out 
the door most the day and a total of $11,000 raised.  Another 
fundraiser will be held at the Sunrise Saloon on November 7th. 
 

101210  1:42 
PKG 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Coral Beck of Western Montana Heart Gallery was interviewed 
about their grand opening that will benefit Child and Family 

102510 
Interview 
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Services Division (CFSD), Department of Public Health and 
Human Services (DPHHS).  The exhibit will feature photos of six 
Montana youth in foster care from Missoula, Hamilton, 
Lewistown, Anaconda and Trout Creek, 1 p.m.; October 28, 2010 
at the Southgate Mall, Missoula, near the main mall entrance 
next to the clock tower. The purpose of these professional 
portraits of six hopeful youth, including two boys and four girls 
between the ages of 10 to 15 is to find families eligible for 
adoption. Each photo will be accompanied by a youth brochure 
giving information about that particular youth and a contact 
number for more information. 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Joni Arneson with “Run for the Health of It” promoted the 5K 
Fun Walk/Run November 6, 2010 10 a.m. All race proceeds 
benefit Montana Cancer Screening Program which provides 
assistance for colon cancer screening.  Also the Western 
Montana Oncology Nurses (WMON) is pleased to announce the 
2nd Annual 5K fun run/walk.  Start and finish in front of the 
Women's Club - 2105 Bow St. All pre-registered participants 
guaranteed to receive an earth friendly insulated mug. Stick 
around after the race for prizes and raffle. Early Registration 
Deadline & Fee - Sunday October 31st - $16.  Packet pick up and 
registration- race day November 6th at 8:30am 

110310 
Interview 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

New medical studies have shown that people, especially young 
children, can contract dangerous infections from handling pet 
food contaminated with E.coli, salmonella and other toxins.  
Since 2006 the FDA has issued 13 pet food recalls, but even non-
tainted pet foods can present a danger.  People who feed their 
pets in the kitchen are four times more likely to contract a 
bacterial infection.  The CDC cautions pet owners to feed their 
pets away from kitchens and to use separate utensils.  Wash 
hands after handling pet food and utensils and keep kids under 
five away from pet food, pet treats and feeding areas.  Pet 
experts also caution that avoiding commercially prepared pet 
foods and making your own may not be a good idea, as 
commercially prepared pet foods are fortified with special 
nutrients for your pet. 
 

101210  2:50 
PKG 
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Health/ 
Healthcare 

The Make a Wish Foundation will be hosting a “Dance for 
Wishes” benefit on October 15th at the DoubleTree at 7 p.m.  
Speeches will be given by local Wish children.  Missoula has 
recently been granted their own chapter of Make A WISH. 
 

101410  1:50 
Interview 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Child and Family Services and the Department of Public Health 
and Human Services will be setting up a display featuring 
portraits of six children in foster care, sponsored by Western 
Montana Heart Gallery.  The hopeful children, from Anaconda, 
Missoula, Hamilton, Lewiston, and Trout Creek are eligible for 
adoption.  Each portrait will be accompanied by a brochure with 
information about that individual child, as well as who to call for 
more information. 
 

102510 
Inteview 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Element Physical Therapy is hosting a free public seminar on 
“Taking Care of Your Spine” this Friday from 11 am to noon at 
Dixon Avenue.  For more information, call 543-7860. 
 

110410  0:30 
VO 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Veterinarians caution that although temperatures are dropping, 
there is the risk of an extended flea season.  Experts say it’s 
important to continue protecting your pet through December in 
most climates, all year long in warmer areas.  
 

110810  1:43 
PKG 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Doctors are learning more about “Computer Vision Syndrome”, 
blurred vision after looking at a computer screen, which often 
goes undiagnosed because it affects many people who do not 
otherwise suffer from vision issues.  Symptoms are not always 
vision-specific, as many sufferers complain of tired eyes, loss of 
comprehension, and that they do not always function as 
efficiently at work.  Doctors may treat CVS with glasses made 
specifically for looking only at the computer and by 
recommending ergonomic placement of monitor and chair. 
 

111710  2:29 
PKG 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

The CDC ranks Montana fourth in the effort and education to 
keep kids off cigarettes.  The state spends $8 million a year on 
anti-smoking campaigns, which advocates say keeps the state 
healthier overall and has an impact on cancer rates. 
 

111910  0:32 
VO 

Health/ The CDC reports that the voluntary withdrawal of over-the- 112210  0:34 
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Healthcare counter cold and cough medicine in 2007 is attributed with 
helping to keep kids under the age of two that have ingested 
medications when parents were not looking, out of the 
emergency room by 50%. 
 

VO/SOT 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Following a letter from the FDA to the makers of alcoholic 
energy drinks, calling them unsafe, the product should be off 
store shelves by mid-December.  There have been several 
incidents of students hospitalized after drinking up to 4 or five of 
the Four Loko beverages, made by Phusion Products.  United 
Brands, maker of Joose, is also no longer making their 
caffeinated alcohol product. 
 

112610  0:37 
VO 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Montana ranks second in the nation for suicide.  The Flathead 
Valley Suicide Prevention program attributes the high rates to 
cold dark winters that keep people inside and long distances 
between communities that can make people feel isolated.  
County Health workers claim that substance abuse contributes 
to 30% of the suicides.  Experts say the best way to help 
someone is to simply talk with them. 
 

113010  0:51 
VO/SOT/TAG 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Experts warn that pet owners should bring pets inside when 
conditions are too cold, and also wiping off paws to make sure 
de-icers or other chemicals don’t make them sick.  Heated water 
bows and heated beds are important for pets that cannot come 
indoors.  Matted fur prevents the fur from insulating your pet, so 
comb their coats, too. 
 

112210  0:33 
VO/SOT 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

The Flathead County Health Department warns that an 
additional case of Whooping Cough, Pertussis, has been 
identified, bringing the total to six.  The initial four cases were 
contracted by unimmunized individuals, and one in an individual 
who was 10 year of age, a time when vaccines weaken.  School 
records have been examined to identify students who have not 
been immunized and they have been given the option of taking 
antibiotics for five days at home if they attend schools where 
cases have been reported, or the alternative is to stay home for 
21 days since their last exposure to the disease.  It is 
recommended that inoculated kids receive booster shots after 

120710  1:10 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 
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the age of ten.  Adults with Pertussis are advised to stay away 
from high risk groups like infants and toddlers.  Health officials 
caution that it is important for anyone who thinks they have 
Whooping Cough see a doctor. 
 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Missoula Health Workers confirmed a case of Norovirus, which 
is highly contagious and can live on any surface.  It can be 
contracted from food and can cause  severe stomach cramping, 
vomiting and diarrhea.  Health workers say the best defense is 
washing hands thoroughly with hot water, especially before 
preparing food, and disinfecting common surfaces like door 
knobs and telephones. 
 

120810  0:27 
VO 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Flathead Valley now has six confirmed cases of Whooping cough.  
Because the cases are unrelated, Health Officials worry that 
more people have been exposed to the disease.  One of the 
vistims had been immunized., so the Health Department is 
recommending that after the age of ten, kids should receive 
booster shots. 
 

120710  1:09 
VO/SOT 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Aspirin has been found to slow the growth of some cancers in 
their early stages.  Researchers say that aspirin used with 
radiation therapy or surgery could cut the risk by more than half 
in patients whose cancer has not spread.  The risk of death was 
cut as much as 20% in a study that included 25,000 patients. 
 

120710  0:25 
VO 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

The number of Whooping Cough cases in the Flathead has more 
than doubled since our last report.  The Health Department tells 
us that sixteen cases have been identified within four groups of 
people, which means it is likely to spread.  It is highly contagious 
because it’s airborne.  Special vaccination clinics have been 
taking place to make sure kids are receiving boosters. 
 

121510  0:47 
VO/SOT 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

The CDC is urging everyone over six months of age to get a flu 
shot, even healthy low-risk individuals.  In Missoula at the 
Health Department the annual shot costs $25 for adults, $14 for 
6-months to 18 years, and will administer shots through 
November. 
 

101510  0:33 
VO 
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Housing All 50 states have begun investigations in to U.S. Lenders over 
allegations of mortgage fraud.  Iowa’s Attorney General is 
leading the effort, focusing on accusations that lenders 
repossessed hundreds of thousands of homes without verifying 
details, dubbed “robo-signing”.  Bank of America has stopped 
foreclosures and other lenders are also considering a halt, but 
experts warn it could have a major effect on the economy as 
delaying foreclosures delays homes entering the resale market, 
in turn delaying the ability of the American housing market as a 
whole to recover and reset.  See also Economic Recovery. 
 

101410  0:40 
VO/SOT 

Housing Recent statistics reported by Prospera Business Network  in an 
economic profile of the state reveal that Gallatin County is the 
fastest growing in Montana, even though it is only the third 
largest.  The growth outpaces Flathead County by 13% and is 
attributed to a well-diversified economy and a booming year for 
tourism, with record numbers visiting Yellowstone.  As for jobs, 
some of the largest employers in the County are MSU, bio-
science and technology related institutions are doing well 
despite the recession, some even adding more job openings.  
Gallatin’s unemployment rate averaged 7.6%, lower than the 
national average.  The study projects that by 2030 the 
population will increase by over 45,000, requiring 50-60 new 
homes for the area, which will contribute to the County’s 
construction industry over time.  See also Economy. 
 

102010  1:16 
PKG 

Housing The Poverello Center, a homeless shelter in Missoula, is the 
recipient of a half-million dollar grant for a new veteran’s 
facility.  The Center, which has been looking to relocate for more 
than 7 months without success, has 12 months to show use of 
the grant from the Department of Veterans Affairs towards a 
new facility, and three years to get the new facility up and 
running.  Decisions on potential locations will be made when 
Missoula County finishes a Homeless Needs Assessment that has 
been contracted.  A time for community input will also be 
provided.  See also Govt. Spending. 
 

102610  1:46 
PKG 

Housing The Missoula County Treasurer’s Office is preparing to sell off 
the mobile homes of delinquent taxpayers on October 19th.  

100510  0:19 
VO 
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There are currently 320 mobile homes with unpaid taxes.  The 
owners have until the time of the sale to pay off the tax debt.  See 
also Taxes. 
 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

While Montana colleges are receiving record enrollments for the 
fourth year in a row, the Flathead Valley Community College, 
with a 4.2% enrollment increase this year, reports that they have 
been able to place 90% of students in jobs, despite the tough 
economy and 7.4% unemployment rate (as of August) in 
Montana and 10.2% in Flathead County.  See also Education. 
 

100110  2:35 
PKG 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

So far this year, Missoula has issued 750 business licenses – over 
100 more than this time last year.  One of those businesses is a 
high tech company that decided he could save hundreds of 
thousands of dollars and hire a workforce in Missoula for a third 
of the cost that it would be in Seattle.  Carl Hicks, CEO of 
whocanhelp.com has approximately 25 workers from Missoula, 
with plans to hire more as his Web-based service expands.   The 
service allows people to post a service or job they need on the 
Website.  Businesses are then notified of the need and allowed to 
bid on the job and received feedback on what other customers 
think about their business. 
 

101410  1:50 
PKG 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

Retailers are looking for seasonal workers.  According to Forbes, 
Sears is the number one employer looking to add holiday 
employees, with over 12,000 posting for jobs.  Next is J.C. Penney 
and Macy’s.  Other companies that are looking to hire during the 
holidays are shippers, UPS and Fedex.  Forty percent of the 
companies surveyed by careerbuilder.com said they planned to 
make some of the holiday new-hires full time. 
 

111210  0:38 
VO 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

Two years after laying off hundreds of workers, the Stillwater 
mine is ready to expand and hire more workers.  The mine was 
hard hit after the GM bankruptcy that dissolved contracts and 
went shopping for foreign sources of palladium and platinum, 
however the company is now moving ahead with growth, 
diversification and being more sustainable in the long term.  The 
company will soon announce the number of jobs that will be 
immediately available. 

111910  0:32 
VO 
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Jobs/ 
Employment 

Six Montana companies will receive tax credits and grants to 
help innovate biotechnology.  Located in Bozeman, Butte and 
Whitefish, the federal grants and credits are part of the 
Qualifying Therapeutic Discovery Project and will enable the 
companies to hopefully keep key employees.  See also Economy 
and Govt. Spending. 
 

111210  0:40 
VO 

Politics A Federal Judge has thrown out a lawsuit challenging the 
Montana Firearms Freedom Act, upholding the Dept. of Justice 
ruling that congress has the right to control interstate gun sales, 
while  

 

Politics With Mid-Term elections just over a week away, there has been 
an increase in negative advertising.   Gary MacLaren, Treasurer 
for the Republican Legislative Campaign Committee announced 
his resignation from RLCC when he became aware that the 
organization was producing and funding negative ads that throw 
mud at politicians.  He hopes this act will discourage other 
organizations from “slinging mud on the campaign trail”. 
 

102610  1:35 
PKG 

Politics Missoulians can register to vote or apply for absentee ballots on 
Saturday.  The Elections Office at the Fairgrounds will be open 
from 8-1 p.m. on October 30th.  The deadline to apply for 
absentee ballot is Noon, November 1st. 
 

102610  0:30 
VO 

Politics Governor Schweitzer was in Bozeman on Tuesday to promote 
the “Warm Hearts Warm Home” initiative, a program that helps 
Montanans lower energy costs and winterize their homes.  
Volunteers help cover windows with plastic, install CFL light 
bulbs and bring in water heater blankets.  For more information 
go to NBCmontana.com.  See also Economy. 
 

102710  0:44 
VO/SOT 

Politics “Trick or Vote”, a non-partisan group hoping to encourage 
people to vote, spent Halloween night knocking on doors.  Each 
person had a list of registered voters to make sure the 
information is correct and to let voters know which poll to go to 
on Tuesday.  If you still need to register to vote, it’s not too late.  
Missoulians can go to the fairgrounds Election Office.  Gallatin 
and Flathead County residents can go to their Election Offices. 

11/1/10  0:59 
VO/SOT/TAG 
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Politics Voters need to bring either a current Montana Driver’s License 

or a voter confirmation card to the polls.  If you do not have 
those, bring a current utility bill complete with name and 
address, or a bank statement, or something government issued. 
 

110210  1:46 
VO/SOT/TAG 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

Two statewide prescription drug drop-off events, dubbed 
“Operation Medicine Cabinet” coincided with a nationwide 
operation to take unwanted medication out of circulation and 
netted more than a ton of expired or unused medication.   
Montana Attorney General, Steve Bullock’s next goal is to 
introduce a statewide prescription drug registry. 
 

100110  0:32 
VO 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

A new ordinance in Boulder makes it illegal to refuse a breath 
analyzer test.  The law went into effect this month because 
Prosecutors say without a breath test or blood test it is difficult 
to charge a DUI.  Missoula City Council passed a similar 
ordinance earlier this year. 
 

100410  0:24  
VO 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

Addiction specialists say treatment can work for anyone as long 
as patients are willing to complete their treatment program.  
Montana’s ACT Program cautions that assessment; course and 
treatment cannot effectively begin until someone is sober, 
however it doesn’t matter whether the treatment is voluntary, it 
only matters if addicts stick it out.  Estimates are that 30% of the 
population drinks 90% of the alcohol consumed each year.  For 
more information on Montana’s Addition Services Programs, go 
to NBCmontana.com and click on Drunk Driving Special Report. 
 

111210  1:58 
PKG 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

Partiers in Bozeman and Missoula can get a free ride home this 
weekend if they have to much to drink, and they won't have to 
pick up their car in the morning.  It's part of operation "Tipsy 
Tow." The goal is to keep drunk drivers off the road.  It's a cab 
for you and your car. A tow truck shows up, hooks up your car, 
and you and your friends will get a ride to wherever you want 
your car in the morning. Red's Towing doesn't take any money 
from the community or other public funds, but Hilliard says tow 
truck drivers will take a tip if you want to give it to them it's 
much cheaper than a DUI or a cab ride or calling a friend and 

123110  2:07 
PKG 
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staying off the streets.  To contact Red's Towing in Missoula you 
can call 721-0040 and in Bozeman you can call Elite Towing at 
586-7306.  See also Safety. 
 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Fedex is planning to build an $8 million shipping center 
southwest of Butte in the Butte-Silverbow Tax Increment 
Financing Industrial District.  The District’s Board has 
recommended a $55,000 grant to help the developer, which 
County Commissioners will vote upon next month. 
 

100110  0:22 
VO 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The Missoula County Treasurer’s Office is preparing to sell off 
the mobile homes of delinquent taxpayers on October 19th.  
There are currently 320 mobile homes with unpaid taxes.  The 
owners have until the time of the sale to pay off the tax debt.  See 
also Housing. 
 

100510  0:19 
VO 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The State of Montana has reclaimed a $200,000 lottery prize that 
has remained unclaimed for six months.  One of the largest 
lottery purses in Montana history, the ticket was sold in Shelby 
in March.  The money will go back into the State’s General Fund.  
The State made almost $10.6 million from general ticket sales 
last year. 
 

100510  0:47 
VO/SOT/TAG 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

A new report makes an argument for improving college 
graduation rates, but critics say it also underscores how too 
many students are attending four-year schools at the expense of 
taxpayers.  The report details that states appropriated almost 
$6.2 billion between 2003 and 2008 to help pay for the 
education of students who dropped out after a year.  See also 
Education. 
 

101110 0:23 
VO 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

In Montana over 1,600 non-profit organizations have just two 
days left to file critical paperwork, or they could lose their tax-
exempt status.  Four years ago a law was passed requiring 
groups with annual receipts of $25,000 or less to file Form 990.  
The government’s goal is to keep the finances of such 
organizations and charities transparent.  They have until 
midnight Friday to file. 
 

101410  0:46 
VO/SOT 
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Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Bozeman officials have paid out more than $40,000 for water 
damage incurred by residents when a water main broke in July.  
Over four million gallons of water flowed into city streets when a 
24-inch pipe came loose.  It was decided to use money from a 
City “Goodwill Fund” after it was revealed that the City’s 
insurance policies would not cover the damages. 
 

101810  0:25 
VO 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The Missoula County Treasurer’s Office is preparing to sell off 82 
mobile homes for non-payment of property taxes.  Initially, 320 
mobile home owners were given a deadline of today to pay 
property taxes in arrears, or to make payment arrangements.  
Over 238 owners have taken advantage of those arrangements, 
and it is expected that more will make payments or call to make 
arrangements before the end of the day to prevent their 
property from being auctioned tomorrow, October 19 at the 
Missoula County Courthouse Annex. 
 

101810  0:540 
VO/SOT/TAG 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Missoula officials plan to spend $40,000 to hopefully save some 
of the City’s urban forest from dying off.  The City contains over 
25,000 trees, some of which are dying off at an alarming rate.  A 
subcommittee will be formed to find solutions to combat the 
problem. 
 

102510  0:21 
VO 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The Poverello Center, a homeless shelter in Missoula, is the 
recipient of a half-million dollar grant for a new veteran’s 
facility.  The Center, which has been looking to relocate for more 
than 7 months without success, has 12 months to show use of 
the grant from the Department of Veterans Affairs towards a 
new facility, and three years to get the new facility up and 
running.  Decisions on potential locations will be made when 
Missoula County finishes a Homeless Needs Assessment that has 
been contracted.  A time for community input will also be 
provided.  See also Housing. 
 

102610  1:46 
PKG 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Evergreen Waste can’t afford the $20 million dollars it would 
take for a new sewer plant, so it is returning a $600,000 grant to 
the federal government.  At the same time, Kalispell is 
considering raising sewer rates to pay for a $13.5 million dollars 
sewer bond for a plant that would provide much of Evergreen’s 

102810  0:37 
VO 
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service.  
 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Because of mail returned due to incorrect address information, 
the IRS is holding over $200,000 of tax return checks owed to 
Montana taxpayers.  If you think you are missing money from 
the IRS, go to NBCMontana.com and click on the Tax Refunds 
story. 

111910  1:00 
PKG 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Six Montana companies will receive tax credits and grants to 
help innovate biotechnology.  Located in Bozeman, Butte and 
Whitefish, the federal grants and credits are part of the 
Qualifying Therapeutic Discovery Project and will enable the 
companies to hopefully keep key employees.  See also Jobs and 
Economy. 
 

111210  0:40 
VO 

Weather First Alert Weather called for a hard freeze in parts of western 
Montana yesterday.  Workers at Missoula’s Pea Farm hurried to 
pick and package fruits and vegetables that could be ruined by 
the cold snap. 
 

101210  0:23 
VO 

Weather Snowplow preparations are underway for Montana’s neighbors 
to the east, with plow operators preparing trucks for the first 
snowfall of the season.  Drivers are cautioned that icy conditions 
expected on Wednesday would make for tricky travel. 
 

102610  0:25 
VO 

Weather A massive storm system is barreling east this morning and has 
already caused severe weather and damage across a large 
portion of the country, from Wisconsin to the eastern states.  
Meteorologists warn that this storm is stronger than the 
infamous Edmund Fitzgerald storm in November of 1975 that 
sent the freighter to the bottom of Lake Superior.  Hundreds of 
flights have been cancelled or delayed from Colorado to Chicago. 
 

102710  1:34 
PKG 

Weather Here are some cold weather safety facts to help better prepare 
you for the coming sub-zero temperatures:  Dress warmly, in 
layers, and keep those clothes dry.  Wool, micro-fleece and 
insulative fabrics hold more heat in, whereas cotton can wick 
your heat away.  Wear a hat and/or scarf to cover your face and 
mouth; mittens keep hands warmer than gloves.  Watch for signs 
of frostbite and hypothermia, and seek medical attention if 

111910  0:39 
VO/FSG 
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either are suspected.  Avoid unnecessary exertion outdoors and 
it puts an extra strain on your heart.  Check in frequently on 
older relatives or neighbors since they are more susceptible to 
cold temperatures, and don’t forget to provide shelter and a 
source of unfrozen water to outdoor pets.  See also Safety. 
 

Weather The expected arctic temperatures can have adverse effects upon 
automobiles and your safety in one unless you prepare in 
advance. Tire air pressure can compress up to one pound of 
inflation pressure per ten-degree dip in temperature, so be sure 
to keep tires inflated appropriately for the weather.  Windshield 
washing fluid, and anti-freeze need to be specified for use in 
certain temperatures.  Use of an anti-freeze not specified for 
single-digit temperatures and below could lead to a cracked 
engine or radiator. 
 

112210  1:32 
PKG 

Weather A record amount of snow fell in Billings on Saturday, over a foot 
between midnight and 6 p.m, eclipsing the previous one-day 
record of 2.5 inches n 2007.  Over 20 inches fell in Cooke City, 
causing power outages there and in Silver Gate.  Driving 
conditions delayed repair crews trying to restore power on 
Saturday. 
 

112210  0:32 
VO 

Weather Dangerous conditions have cancelled Greyhound Bus routes, 
leaving busses stopped in Billings and Spokane.  American Red 
Cross has opened a shelter at Keltz Arena at the Montana 
Western Campus in Dillon for stranded travelers due to the 
closure of I-15 and Monida Pass.  Organizers report 70 people in 
the shelter this evening, but are expecting more due to holiday  
travel.  Red Cross has 8 volunteers staffing the shelter.  Roads 
were so bad that Missoula schools did not open after getting 
reports from City and County road crews.  See also Safety. 
 

112410  0:52 
VO/SOT 
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Crime and 
Safety 

A Montana group, Families First, sponsored a special forum 
called “Steps to Respect”  in Missoula today to teach 
empowerment to kids to combat bullying.  Among advise to 
parents: teach your kids that it’s not right to watch someone be 
tormented and tell an adult immediately to make it stop.  The 
Organization claims that its programs, which teach nine skills to 
top bullying,  have reduced bullying by kids more than 30%.  
One of the skill included how to reduce tattling, something kids 
really worry about.  For more information go to NBCmontana 
and click on the “Bullying” article. 
 

100110  0:55 
VO/SOT/TAG 

Crime and 
Safety 

Results are conclusive in the studies performed on the Evaro 
Overpass and 41 similar animal crossings created in the last 
year.  Wildlife Scientists report a drop in the number of drivers 
hitting animals on Highway 93.  Cameras in the tunnels showed 
proof positive that Grizzly, Black Bear, elk, deer, mountain lions 
and many more animals are using the crossings. 
 

100410  0:47 
VO/SOT 

Crime and 
Safety 

As temperatures drop and many homes are beginning to use 
fireplaces, stoves and heaters, firefighters around the country 
are asking people to keep fire safety in mind, with a special 
emphasis on working fire detectors.    The National Fire 
Protection Agency estimates that only 75% of all U.S. households 
have working fire detectors.  People are urged to perform checks 
on their detectors and to make sure they contain charged 
batteries. 
 

100410  0:40 
VO/SOT 

Crime and 
Safety 

The government is implementing a new rating system to test car 
safety.  The Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s new 5-star 
rating system includes female crash test dummies, since the 
shape and size of female drivers and passengers differs from 
males.  They are also rating how cars perform in side-impact 
crashes and are considering new technology such as rear-end 
sensors.  More injury data, such as head trauma, will also be 
collected, and a new “pole test” will be used which simulates a 
20-mile crash into a 10-inch pole located behind the driver.  So 
far the government reports that not many cars have reached top 
rating with the new testing standards. 
 

100510  0:42 
VO/SOT 
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Crime and 
Safety 

As computers and laptops get faster, they are also running 
hotter.  Experts warn that a Vermont condo fire may have been 
caused by a laptop left on a bed.  Health risks of leaving a laptop 
on your lap too long include a heat rash some doctors are calling 
“toasted skin syndrome”.  Experts warn users to be mindful of 
the amount of heat put out by electronics.  See also Health. 
 

100510  0:25 
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

The Montana Attorney General will launch an investigation into 
Kalispell-Based Gold Company highlighted on the Today Show.  
The Company makes claims to turn “gold into cash”.  Today 
Show sent identical amounts of gold to several gold exchange 
companies, and the Kalispell company, named 
HardGoldCash.com, offered one of the worst deals, only 8% of 
the gold’s market value.  Initial investigative reporting by Today 
Show revealed that the company’s registered address is a UPS 
Store.  If you feel that this Website has duped you, The Montana 
Attorney General would like to hear about it at 1-800-481-6896, 
or go to NBCMontana.com. 
 

100610  1:01 
VO/SOT/TAG 

Crime and 
Safety 

Police are warning of a scam geared to embezzle money from 
senior citizens.  Scammers on the telephone are claiming to be 
grandchildren in trouble with the law and in need of bail money.  
The calls are followed by contact with a person claiming to be 
the attorney of the grandchild, asking for money to be wired 
through Western Union. 
 

102010  2:01 
PKG 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

Graco manufacturers are recalling two million strollers due to a 
design flaw that could allow a child to slip down and risk 
entrapment and strangulation.  Four babies have strangles so 
far.  The recalled models are Quatro Tour and Metrolite Travel 
Systems, sold from 2000 to 2007.  Log on to Gracobaby.com for 
more information or to order a repair kit or call Graco at 877-
828-4046. 
 

102010  0:28 
VO 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

Hospital results from nine Washington students who were 
violently ill and lost consciousness at a party, show that alcohol 
fortified energy drinks were the cause.  Some had blood alcohol 
levels if .335, enough to be deadly.  They were drinking “Four 
Loko” which has as much alcohol as five beers and the caffeine of 

102610  0:49 
PKG 
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five coffees.  Montana has limited the sale of such drinks to state 
liquor stores or full-service bars, classifying them as liquor.  See 
also Health and Substance Abuse. 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

An online site, Reputation Defenders, claims that 10% of teens 
that engage in sending explicit images do so willingly, while a 
larger majority is being victimized.  They offer help parents 
protect kids online and while texting.  Missoula Police advise 
that teaching kids what to do if they receive explicit photos or a 
request to send photos of themselves can make a difference 
between becoming a victim or not.  Teens caught “sexting” in 
Montana face harsh penalties, such as conviction for child 
pornography and being put on the sex offenders list. 
 

102910  1:34 
PKG 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

The Missoula-based Center for Wildlife Information (CWI) has 
released hundred of thousand of brochures and a video narrated 
by General Norman Schwarzkopf to educate the public on bear 
safety.  “Be Bear Aware” tips include not approaching, following, 
interacting with or feeding any wildlife. The CWI is funded by 
grants from state and federal wildlife agencies as well as private 
donations. 
 

102920  0:38 
VO/SOT 

Crime and 
Safety 

A cougar has been spotted on Lost Mine Loop off of Upper Miller 
Creek Road in south Missoula.  Wildlife experts say that area is 
mountain lion country and that it is important to know what to 
do if you come into contact with one.  Beach transportation 
cautions parents in that area to wait with their kids are bus 
stops. 
 

110410  0:43  
VO/SOT/TAG 

Crime and 
Safety 

A warning from health and safety officials as three Missoula area 
men recover from carbon monoxide poisoning from a propane 
heater in their hunting tent.  Make sure all appliances that burn 
oil and gas are inspected at the beginning of fall.  Read and 
follow all directions on fuel-burning appliances, including 
proper installation, venting and maintenance.  Avoid using 
charcoal grills and gas-powered engines indoors and do not 
sleep in any room with an unvented or kerosene heater. 
 

110910  0:40 
VO/SOT 
 

Crime and The expected arctic temperatures can have adverse effects upon 112210  1:23 
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Safety automobiles and your safety in one unless you prepare in 
advance. Tire air pressure can compress up to one pound of 
inflation pressure per ten-degree dip in temperature, so be sure 
to keep tires inflated appropriately for the weather.  Windshield 
washing fluid, and anti-freeze need to be specified for use in 
certain temperatures.  Use of an anti-freeze not specified for 
single-digit temperatures and below could lead to a cracked 
engine or radiator.  Keep emergency supplies on hand, such as 
water, warm clothes, flares, flashlight, shovel, cell phone, and 
emergency blanket.  See also Safety. 
 

PKG 

Crime and 
Safety 

Outside of Bozeman, full-body scanners are expected to be 
installed at Gallatin Field security sometime in 2011 as part of 
TSA’s mission to protect against terrorism.  The airport 
currently uses metal detectors and more extensive pat-downs in 
their security screenings.  We want to know what you think 
about full-body scanners.  Log onto NBCmontana.com and let us 
know what you think. 
 

112410  0:66 
VO/SOT 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

Makers of the Safety Bullet claim is loads like a regular bullet but 
disables your gun.  A gun owner can clear the lock in two 
seconds in the event of an intruder.  The Montana Shooting 
Sports Association asserts that the best way to keep kids safe 
from guns is with trigger locks or gun safes. 
 

112410  0:26 
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

The FBI warns consumers to keep a watchful eye on scammers 
hoping to get your credit card information through posing as a 
text message or automated call from your bank regarding your 
ATM card.  Banks advise that you call them right away if you 
receive such a request. 
 

112610  0:49 
VO/SOT 

Crime and 
Safety 

The senate approved the Food Modernization Safety Act today, 
which includes a provision to protect small family farmers and 
food producers.  Their produce won’t have to conform to the 
new regulations, which would be too costly for small outfits.  
Senator Tester says “the amended bill strengthens our food 
safety while protecting jobs and livelihoods of folks who put 
good food on our tables.”  See also Jobs, Economy and Politics. 
 

11/30/10  0:40 
VO/SOT 
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Crime and 
Safety 

Montana Health Officials have issued a Stage One Alert 
concerning bad air quality tonight.  Until air quality improves, 
people with respiratory or heart disease, the elderly and very 
young children should avoid being outside. 
 

120210  0:26 
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

Montana’s Attorney General and the U.S. Attorney’s Office have 
created a DVD to educate kids and adults about using common 
sense on the internet.  The held a news conference today in 
Missoula to introduce the tool and talk about prevention of 
bullying, cyber-stalking and child exploitation. 
 

121410  0:25 
VO/SOT 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Members of Congress are calling for a moratorium on home 
foreclosures. Three of the nation’s biggest lenders have halted 
foreclosures and other lenders are also considering a halt, but 
experts warn it could have a major effect on the economy as 
delaying foreclosures delays homes entering the resale market, 
which in turn is having a profound effect on economic recovery.  
See also Housing. 
 

101210  0:27 
VO 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

All 50 states have begun investigations in to U.S. Lenders over 
allegations of mortgages issued without verifying details, 
dubbed “robo-signing”.  Three of the nation’s biggest lenders 
have halted foreclosures and other lenders are also considering 
a halt, but experts warn it could have a major effect on the 
economy as delaying foreclosures delays homes entering the 
resale market, in turn delaying the ability of the American 
housing market as a whole to recover and reset.  See also 
Housing. 
 

101310  1:14 
VO/SOT 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Recent statistics reported by Prospera Business Network  in an 
economic profile of the state reveal that Gallatin County is the 
fastest growing in Montana, even though it is only the third 
largest.  The growth outpaces Flathead County by 13% and is 
attributed to a well-diversified economy and a booming year for 
tourism, with record numbers visiting Yellowstone.  As for jobs, 
some of the largest employers in the County are MSU, bio-
science and technology related institutions are doing well 
despite the recession, some even adding more job openings.  
Gallatin’s unemployment rate averaged 7.6%, lower than the 

101910  1:41 
PKG 
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national average.  The study projects that by 2030 the 
population will increase by over 45,000, requiring 50-60 new 
homes for the area, which will contribute to the County’s 
construction industry over time.  See also Housing. 
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

General Motors is on track to pay back from the two billion 
dollars of taxpayer money.  The Treasury Department says the 
automaker will buy back $84 million preferred shares owned by 
the U.S. Government with the stipulation that the company does 
an initial public offering of its shares next month.  This will bring 
GM’s total repayment to approximately $10 billion, with $40 
billion to go.  See also Govt. Spending. 
 

102910  0:24 
VO 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

The Federal Reserve is taking bold steps to rejuvenate the 
economy by buying up more than a half a trillion dollars worth 
of Treasury Bonds in an effort to drive down the long-term 
interest rates.  Analysts say the Board didn’t have too many tools 
left to work with, while others question where adding this type 
of debt can boost confidence on Main Street and Wall Street. 
 

110310  0:39 
VO/SOT 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Six Montana companies will receive tax credits and grants to 
help innovate biotechnology.  Located in Bozeman, Butte and 
Whitefish, the federal grants and credits are part of the 
Qualifying Therapeutic Discovery Project and will enable the 
companies to hopefully keep key employees.  See also Jobs and 
Govt. Spending. 
 

111210  0:40 
VO/SOT 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Two years after laying off hundreds of workers, the Stillwater 
mine is ready to expand and hire more workers.  The mine was 
hard hit after the GM bankruptcy that dissolved contracts and 
went shopping for foreign sources of palladium and platinum, 
however the company is now moving ahead with growth, 
diversification and being more sustainable in the long term.  The 
company will soon announce the number of jobs that will be 
immediately available.  See also Economy. 
 

111910  0:32 
VO 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

The senate approved the Food Modernization Safety Act today, 
which includes a provision to protect small family farmers and 
food producers.  Their produce won’t have to conform to the 

11/30/10  0:40 
VO/SOT 
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new regulations, which would be too costly for small outfits.  
Senator Tester says “the amended bill strengthens our food 
safety while protecting jobs and livelihoods of folks who put 
good food on our tables.”  See also Jobs, Politics and Safety. 
 

Education 
 

Executives from Hewlitt-Packard presented Lone Peak High 
School in Big Sky with 30 HP Computers.  The come from a grant 
funded by the Yellowstone Club Foundation with matching funds 
by HP.  The donation will allow students to conduct science and 
math experiments and to analyze data in the field. 
 

100510  0:25 
VO/SOT 

Education Kristi Allen-Gailushas of Helena has dropped her complaint 
against the Helena School District’s proposed sex educatin 
program, stating that it will cost too much to pursue the lawsuit.  
After her complaint, the School District cut many of the 
controversial requirements , including teaching first graders 
about same-sex love and fifth-graders about different types of 
sexual intercourse.  Allen-Gailushas said if the curriculum is 
approved, she will home school her kids. 
 

101110  0:28 
VO 

Education Kalispell’s Glacier High School has set November 12th’s Sadie 
Hawkins Dance as the date a ban on “dirty dancing” comes into 
effect.  School officials say that the ban is a response to general 
complaints of offensive “grinding” on the dance floor.  New rules 
require that dancing couples face each other and allow space 
between their bodies.  Schools in Bozeman and Billings have 
made similar changes to their dance policies. 
 

110210  1:09 
PKG 

Education Schools around the state report an increase in the number of 
students needing free or reduced-price lunches.  A school 
program created by the Montana Food Bank Network  (MFBN) 
provides basic foods such as cereal, milk and canned food for 
students in need to take home with them on weekends.   The 
program has grown from 70 kids in Desmet school in Missoula 
to over 1,100 kids in nine school districts across the state.  The 
MFBN, which may lose $175,000 in funding next year, provides 
36,000 food bags a year, with each bag containing food for 4 
meals over two days.  In Montana 92,000 kids live at or below 
the federal poverty level. 

111090  0:33 
PKG 
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Education The hailstorm that “rocked” Bozeman has spawned a research 

opportunity at MSU where student scientists have found that 
bacteria in ice may play a role in the formation of rain and snow.  
It is hoped that results will be ready for publishing in January 
2011.  See also Weather. 
 

110910  1:44 
VO/SOT 

Education Top state honors have been awarded to Kalispell’s School 
Superintendent, Darlene Schottle.  She attributes the 2009 
award for Montana Superintendent to solid performances by 
students, despite budget cuts.  She will travel to Washington D.C. 
to talk education with other top superintendents from around 
the country, with expenses paid for by the National Association 
of Superintendents. 
 

111610  0:35 
VO/SOT 

Education St. Matthews Catholic School has set a record with an entire 
eighth grade class that has made the honor roll.  The Principal 
attributes this distinction with a mind, body, soul approach to 
learning, along with community support to transcend challenges 
such as differences in intelligence levels, work ethics and socio-
economic backgrounds to all achieve at the same high level. 
 

111810  0:30 
VO/SOT 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

A University of Montana research professor, Dave Poulsen, 
thinks methamphetamine may be able to stop and reverse brain 
damage for people experiencing a stroke or head injury.  The 
research team initially began the study to see what type of 
damage meth can cause on stroke victim brains, and were 
surprised to learn that low doses actually helped.  Within two to 
three weeks of treatment, animal test subject brains showed no 
differentiation from healthy, uninjured control group brains. 
 

100110  1:56 
PKG 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Walgreens is now selling special envelopes to mail in unused 
medications to help prevent people from disposing of drugs in 
ways that contaminate the environment.  Shoppers may obtain 
the envelopes starting today, but the public should be aware that 
it is a federal violation to mail controlled substances like 
morphine. 
 

100110  0:23 
VO 

Health/ The Federal Government is warning parents who use infant 100110  0:21 
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Healthcare “sleep positioners”, used to prevent Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome, to be aware that the devices can actually cause babies 
to roll over into a dangerous position.  Boxes for the device must 
now carry a warning that , “Using a Positioner is dangerous and 
unnecessary”. 
 

VO 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

As computers and laptops get faster, they are also running 
hotter.  Experts warn that a Vermont condo fire may have been 
caused by a laptop left on a bed.  Health risks of leaving a laptop 
on your lap too long include a heat rash some doctors are calling 
“toasted skin syndrome”.  Experts warn users to be mindful of 
the amount of heat put out by electronics.  See also Safety. 

100510  0:25 
VO 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

A company called Copay Solutions says it can help you negotiate 
your medical bills with insurers for a $50 monthly fee and a 
percentage of whatever they save you.  The company works to 
overturn denied claims and correct overcharging.  According to 
polls, 75% of people who negotiated their own bills cut the costs.  
Experts advise checking on the doctors costs in advance, as well 
as anesthesiologists and operating room fees.  Use a Website like 
Health Care Bluebook to compare prices, request a pre-billing to 
make sure charges are correct and check for discounts if the bill 
is paid in cash or if you can make zero-interest payments. 
 

100610  1:02 
VO/SOT/TAG 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Veterans in need of medical and dental care, counseling, 
haircuts, clothing and blankets are encouraged to attend the 
second annual Western Montana Veteran’s Standdown this 
Saturday at Fort Missoula.  This year’s event will focus on 
homeless vets and women who have served in the military. 
 

101110  0:36 
VO/SOT 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

The State found elevated levels of Coloform bateria in 
Grantsdale, south of Missoula.  County Sanitarian, Morgan 
Farrell, says that that while Coliform can be an indicator that 
other bacteria may be present, no fecal matter contaminants 
have been found and further tests will be needed to determine if 
the Coliform levels can make people sick.  Ravali County concurs 
that one Coliform discovery is not an indication that others are 
contaminated and advises that anybody on a private well should 
have their water tested annually.  Sampling bottles are available 
at the Health Department. 

101410  1:56 
PKG 
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Health/ 
Healthcare 

The American Heart Association has changed its 46-year old CPR 
training to skip rescue breaths and only do chest compressions 
at the rate of 100 per minute.  A new training video from AHA 
can be viewed at NBCmontana.com. 
 

101810  0:56 
VO/SOT/TAG 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Hospital results from nine Washington students who were 
violently ill and lost consciousness at a party, show that alcohol 
fortified energy drinks were the cause.  Some had blood alcohol 
levels if .335, enough to be deadly.  They were drinking “Four 
Loko” which has as much alcohol as five beers and the caffeine of 
five coffees.  Montana has limited the sale of such drinks to state 
liquor stores or full-service bars, classifying them as liquor.  See 
also Safety and Substance Abuse. 
 

102610  0:49 
PKG 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Aspirin has been found to slow the growth of prostate cancer in 
its early stages.  Researchers say that aspirin used with radiation 
therapy or surgery could cut the risk by more than half in 
patients whose cancer has not spread beyond the prostate gland. 
 

102910  0:25 
VO 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

A single biological marker, the “follicle-stimulating hormone 
receptor”, has been identified in over 1,300 patients with 11 
types of cancerous tumors. Doctors find this discovery 
promising in the development of tests and treatments of cancer.  
Also,  too little vitamin D has been linked to prostate, breast, 
colon and skin cancer.  Researchers found that 56% of people 
with skin cancer had low levels of vitamin D.  Experts agree that 
the dangers of too much sun outweigh the dangers of too little, 
however.  If you are low on D, the best source is vitamin D rich 
foods or supplements. 
 

110110  1:14 
VO 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

While reusable grocery bags cut down on waste and are better 
for the environment, users need to be aware that bacteria can 
build up inside.  The University of Arizona tested 84 bags, and 
most contained Coliform, including Ecoli.  Doctors recommend 
washing the bags or wiping them out with bleach, as well as 
washing the food that comes out of them before you store or 
consume it. 
 

110510  0:31 
VO/SOT 



    
 

K42BZ 4Q 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

News at 5 
Community Issues Report 

Fourth Quarter 2010 (Chronological Order by Topic) 

 

Issue News Story Date/TL/Format 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Following a letter from the FDA to the makers of alcoholic 
energy drinks, calling them unsafe, the product should be off 
store shelves by mid-December.  There have been several 
incidents of students hospitalized after drinking up to 4 or five of 
the Four Loko beverages, made by Phusion Products.  United 
Brands, maker of Joose, is also no longer making their 
caffeinated alcohol product. 
 

111110  0:26 
VO 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Medical research spanning several decades reveals that 80% of 
kids ear infections clear up without antibiotics.  While antibiotics 
do help, over-the-counter pain relievers usually take care of 
symptoms.  
 

111610  0:26 
VO 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

The FDA wants design and manufacturing improvements and 
has issued a 68 product recalls of heart defibrillators after 
receiving over 30,000 complaints of malfunction.  However, 
experts say there will be no recommendations for changing user 
guidelines. 
 

111610  0:24 
VO 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Flu season is here and Health Officials say it’s not too late to get 
your flu shot.  The CDC is urging everyone over six months of age 
to get a flu shot, even healthy low-risk individuals.  In Missoula 
at the Health Department the annual shot costs $25 for adults, 
$14 for 6-months to 18 years, and will administer shots through 
November.  Most people contract the flu in January and 
February. 
 

112610  0:45 
VO/SOT/TAG 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Montana ranks second in the nation for suicide.  The Flathead 
Valley Suicide Prevention program attributes the high rates to 
cold dark winters that keep people inside and long distances 
between communities that can make people feel isolated.  
County Health workers claim that substance abuse contributes 
to 30% of the suicides.  Experts say the best way to help 
someone is to simply talk with them. 
 

112910  2:07 
PKG 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

Two years after laying off hundreds of workers, the Stillwater 
mine is ready to expand and hire more workers.  The mine was 
hard hit after the GM bankruptcy that dissolved contracts and 
went shopping for foreign sources of palladium and platinum, 

111910  0:32 
VO 
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however the company is now moving ahead with growth, 
diversification and being more sustainable in the long term.  The 
company will soon announce the number of jobs that will be 
immediately available.  See also Economy. 
 

Housing All 50 states have begun investigations in to U.S. Lenders over 
allegations of mortgages issued without verifying details, 
dubbed “robo-signing”.  Three of the nation’s biggest lenders 
have halted foreclosures and other lenders are also considering 
a halt, but experts warn it could have a major effect on the 
economy as delaying foreclosures delays homes entering the 
resale market, in turn delaying the ability of the American 
housing market as a whole to recover and reset.  See also 
Economy. 
 

100510  0:25 
VO 

Housing The Missoula County Treasurer’s Office is preparing to sell off 
the mobile homes of delinquent taxpayers on October 19th.  
There are currently 320 mobile homes with unpaid taxes.  The 
owners have until the time of the sale to pay off the tax debt.  See 
also Taxes. 
 

100610  2:42 
PKG 

Housing Members of Congress are calling for a moratorium on home 
foreclosures. Three of the nation’s biggest lenders have halted 
foreclosures and other lenders are also considering a halt, but 
experts warn it could have a major effect on the economy as 
delaying foreclosures delays homes entering the resale market, 
which in turn is having a profound effect on economic recovery.  
See also Economic Recovery. 
 

101210  0:27 
VO 

Housing Recent statistics reported by Prospera Business Network  in an 
economic profile of the state reveal that Gallatin County is the 
fastest growing in Montana, even though it is only the third 
largest.  The growth outpaces Flathead County by 13% and is 
attributed to a well-diversified economy and a booming year for 
tourism, with record numbers visiting Yellowstone.  As for jobs, 
some of the largest employers in the County are MSU, bio-
science and technology related institutions are doing well 
despite the recession, some even adding more job openings.  
Gallatin’s unemployment rate averaged 7.6%, lower than the 

101910  1:41 
PKG 
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national average.  The study projects that by 2030 the 
population will increase by over 45,000, requiring 50-60 new 
homes for the area, which will contribute to the County’s 
construction industry over time.  See also Economy. 
 

Housing A watchdog report by the Special Inspector General finds that 
only a handful of homeowners have been helped by the Obama 
Administration Housing Programs.  The report finds that 21 
families avoided foreclosure under a program to reduce 
payments of borrowers with second mortgages, and 340 
homeowners were helped by a program that allowed them to 
sell for less money than they owed.  Both programs were 
designed to help larger numbers of homeowners than were 
actually helped. 
 

102510  0:29 
VO 

Housing The Poverello Center, a homeless shelter in Missoula, is the 
recipient of a half-million dollar grant for a new veteran’s 
facility.  The Center, which has been looking to relocate for more 
than 7 months without success, has 12 months to show use of 
the grant from the Department of Veterans Affairs towards a 
new facility, and three years to get the new facility up and 
running.  Decisions on potential locations will be made when 
Missoula County finishes a Homeless Needs Assessment that has 
been contracted.  A time for community input will also be 
provided.  See also Govt. Spending. 
 

102510  1:05 
VO/SOT/ATG 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

Six Montana companies will receive tax credits and grants to 
help innovate biotechnology.  Located in Bozeman, Butte and 
Whitefish, the federal grants and credits are part of the 
Qualifying Therapeutic Discovery Project and will enable the 
companies to hopefully keep key employees.  See also Govt. 
Spending and Economy. 
 

111210  0:40 
VO/SOT 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

The senate approved the Food Modernization Safety Act today, 
which includes a provision to protect small family farmers and 
food producers.  Their produce won’t have to conform to the 
new regulations, which would be too costly for small outfits.  
Senator Tester says “the amended bill strengthens our food 
safety while protecting jobs and livelihoods of folks who put 

11/30/10  0:40 
VO/SOT 
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good food on our tables.”  See also Politics, Economy and Safety. 
 

Politics Absentee voting starts today.  Registered voters have until noon 
on Monday, November 1 to request an absentee ballot.  Absentee 
Ballots must be returned by mail or in person by 8 p.m. on 
November 2.  You may track your ballot online, and also locate a 
polling place. 
 

100410  0:40 
VO/SOT 

Politics After being fired as President of the Big Sky Tea Party for 
comments that were perceived as anti-gay on Facebook, Tim 
Ravndal is no Executive Director of the new Lewis and Clark 
Conservative Party.  His new group is  based out of Helena and 
Ravndal says that it is open to all conservative-minded people. 
 

102910  1:41 
PKG 

Politics Voters need to bring either a current Montana Driver’s License 
or a voter confirmation card to the polls.  If you do not have 
those, bring a current utility bill complete with name and 
address, or a bank statement, or something government issued.  
NBCmontana.com will have full coverage of the races. 
 

110110  0:44 
VO/SOT/TAG 

Politics The senate approved the Food Modernization Safety Act today, 
which includes a provision to protect small family farmers and 
food producers.  Their produce won’t have to conform to the 
new regulations, which would be too costly for small outfits.  
Senator Tester says “the amended bill strengthens our food 
safety while protecting jobs and livelihoods of folks who put 
good food on our tables.”  See also Jobs, Economy and Safety. 
 

11/30/10  0:40 
VO/SOT 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

Hospital results from nine Washington students who were 
violently ill and lost consciousness at a party, show that alcohol 
fortified energy drinks were the cause.  Some had blood alcohol 
levels if .335, enough to be deadly.  They were drinking “Four 
Loko” which has as much alcohol as five beers and the caffeine of 
five coffees.  Montana has limited the sale of such drinks to state 
liquor stores or full-service bars, classifying them as liquor.  See 
also Health and Safety. 
 

102610  0:49 
PKG 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

Montana’s ACT Program cautions that assessment; course and 
treatment cannot effectively begin until someone is sober, 

111110  2:05 
PKG 
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however it doesn’t matter whether the treatment is voluntary, it 
only matters if addicts stick it out.  Estimates are that 30% of the 
population drinks 90% of the alcohol consumed each year.  For 
more information on Montana’s Addition Services Programs, go 
to NBCmontana.com and click on Drunk Driving Special Report.  
Addiction specialists say treatment can work for anyone as long 
as patients are willing to complete their treatment program. 
 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

A synthetic form of marijuana, called “Spice”, is worrying law 
enforcement in the northwest.  It made from a combination of 
roots and flowers and sometimes sprayed with chemicals that 
act like THC, the active ingredient in marijuana that gets people 
high.  Spice does not show up in drug tests.  A proposal is in the 
works for legislation to outlaw the product next year. 
 

111110  0:40 
VO 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

Drug experts warn that smoking the spice nutmeg can get you 
high and is as dangerous as a narcotic, causing increased heart 
rate and even convulsions.  Law enforcement tells us that use is 
on the rise with kids. 
 

112910  0:39 
VO 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The federal government has granted a large-scale collaborative 
project to restore forest lands $1 million for the first year of 
battling noxious weeds.   In the State of Montana there are 33 
kinds types of dangerous weeds.  The grantee is made up of 
various conservation groups such as timber companies and rural 
communities to address the bad weeds.  They are hoping for $90 
million for the ten-year restoration program that will start in 
spring. 
 

100510   1:50 
PKG 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The Missoula County Treasurer’s Office is preparing to sell off 
the mobile homes of delinquent taxpayers on October 19th.  
There are currently 320 mobile homes with unpaid taxes.  The 
owners have until the time of the sale to pay off the tax debt.  See 
also Housing. 
 

100610  2:42 
PKG 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is helping one Bozeman 
business generate its own power.  Pacific Outdoor Equipment 
received a grant from the Rural Energy for America program to 
help fund a solar powered rooftop.  Additional funds also came 

101210  0:50 
VO/SOT 
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from a grant from Northwest Energy.  The remainder will come 
from a loan from First Security Bank.  The total project is 
estimated at $18,000. 
 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

In Montana over 1,600 non-profit organizations have just two 
days left to file critical paperwork, or they could lose their tax-
exempt status.  Four years ago a law was passed requiring 
groups with annual receipts of $25,000 or less to file Form 990.  
The government’s goal is to keep the finances of such 
organizations and charities transparent.  They have until 
midnight Friday to file. 
 

101410  0:46 
VO/SOT 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

A 65% majority of voters approved a $3.5 million bond to 
renovate and expand Monforton School west of Bozeman.  The 
school will receive new heating and fire-alarm systems and add 
11,000 s.f. of space. 
 

101310  0:34 
VO/SOT 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The Poverello Center, a homeless shelter in Missoula, is the 
recipient of a half-million dollar grant for a new veteran’s 
facility.  The Center, which has been looking to relocate for more 
than 7 months without success, has 12 months to show use of 
the grant from the Department of Veterans Affairs towards a 
new facility, and three years to get the new facility up and 
running.  Decisions on potential locations will be made when 
Missoula County finishes a Homeless Needs Assessment that has 
been contracted.  A time for community input will also be 
provided.  See also Housing. 
 

102510  1:05 
VO/SOT/ATG 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

General Motors is on track to pay back from the two billion 
dollars of taxpayer money.  The Treasury Department says the 
automaker will buy back $84 million preferred shares owned by 
the U.S. Government with the stipulation that the company does 
an initial public offering of its shares next month.  This will bring 
GM’s total repayment to approximately $10 billion, with $40 
billion to go.  See also Economy. 
 

102910  0:24 
VO 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The Federal Reserve is taking bold steps to rejuvenate the 
economy by buying up more than a half a trillion dollars worth 
of Treasury Bonds in an effort to drive down the long-term 

110310  0:39 
VO/SOT 
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interest rates.  Analysts say the Board didn’t have too many tools 
left to work with, while others question where adding this type 
of debt can boost confidence on Main Street and Wall Street. 
 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Six Montana companies will receive tax credits and grants to 
help innovate biotechnology.  Located in Bozeman, Butte and 
Whitefish, the federal grants and credits are part of the 
Qualifying Therapeutic Discovery Project and will enable the 
companies to hopefully keep key employees.  See also Jobs and 
Economy. 
 

111210  0:40 
VO/SOT 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Because of mail returned due to incorrect address information, 
the IRS is holding over $200,000 of tax return checks owed to 
Montana taxpayers.  If you think you are missing money from 
the IRS, go to NBCMontana.com and click on the Tax Refunds 
story. 
 

111810  0:55 
VO/SOT/TAG 
 

Weather With back country winter conditions in full force, the Avalanche 
Center advise avoiding skiing, snow-shoeing or hiking in terrain 
traps like gullies and road cuts.  Carry avalanche rescue gear and 
be informed of the latest conditions. 
 

110910 0:38 
VO/SOT 

Weather The hailstorm that “rocked” Bozeman has spawned a research 
opportunity at MSU where student scientists have found that 
bacteria in ice may play a role in the formation of rain and snow.  
It is hoped that results will be ready for publishing in January 
2011.  See also Education. 
 

110910  1:44 
VO/SOT 

Weather Chief Meteorologist Mark Heyka warns of the possibility of 
blizzards around the region sue to increasing winds brining in a 
shot of arctic air and a storm moving in from the west with lots 
of moisture in it.  By morning, blizzard conditions will develop 
around Missoula and Hamilton east to Butte. 
 

112210  0:28  
VO/SOT 

Weather The expected arctic temperatures can have adverse effects upon 
automobiles and your safety in one unless you prepare in 
advance. Tire air pressure can compress up to one pound of 
inflation pressure per ten-degree dip in temperature, so be sure 
to keep tires inflated appropriately for the weather.  Windshield 

112210  1:32 
PKG 
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washing fluid, and anti-freeze need to be specified for use in 
certain temperatures.  Use of an anti-freeze not specified for 
single-digit temperatures and below could lead to a cracked 
engine or radiator.  Keep emergency supplies on hand, such as 
water, warm clothes, flares, flashlight, shovel, cell phone, and 
emergency blanket.  See also Safety. 
 

Weather From Bozeman to Missoula, snow plow crews have been 
working long hours to clear streets, but in Missoula drivers are 
complaining that roads are still treacherous since the last big 
storm.  The City says that with over nine inches falling in the 
past week, they are overwhelmed. 
 

113010  1:35 
VO/SOT 
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Crime and 
Safety 

This week as many homes are beginning to use fireplaces, stoves 
and heaters, firefighters around the country are asking people to 
keep fire safety in mind, with a special emphasis on working fire 
detectors.    The National Fire Protection Agency estimates that 
only 75% of all U.S. households have working fire detectors.  
People are urged to perform checks on their detectors and to 
make sure they contain charged batteries. 
 

100210  2:05 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

An elderly Butte woman almost fell victim to a telephone 
scammer that called pretending to be her grandson in need of 
$4,000.  The caller wanted the money wired through Western 
Union to a man in Haiti.  Fortunately, the woman called family 
members for advice before doing so.  Police investigators 
caution the public to please call your local police if you receive 
similar phone calls. 
 

100410  0:25 
VO/JSC 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

The National Transportation Department outline a new five-star 
rating system today to determine car safety.  Under the old 
system, 90% of cars earned four or five stars.  The new system 
will include more ways to determine car safety, including female 
crash test dummies.  The new ratings will recognize and reward 
vehicles with advanced safety technology such as electronic 
stability control, lane departure warnings and forward collision 
warning systems.  Under this system, only the 2011 Hyundai 
Sonata and BMW 5-series earned a perfect five stars, 28 other 
cars received 4 stars and Toyota Camry received 3 stars. 
 

100510  0:55 
VO/SOT 
News at 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

The Montana Attorney General will launch an investigation into 
Kalispell-Based Gold Company highlighted on the Today Show.  
The Company makes claims to turn “gold into cash”.  Today 
Show sent identical amounts of gold to several gold exchange 
companies, and the Kalispell company, named 
HardGoldCash.com, offered one of the worst deals, only 8% of 
the gold’s market value.  Initial investigative reporting by Today 
Show revealed that the company’s registered address is a UPS 
Store.  If you feel that this Website has duped you, The Montana 
Attorney General would like to hear about it at 1-800-481-6896, 
or go to NBCMontana.com. 
 

100610  1:02 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 
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Crime and 
Safety 

Police are warning of a scam geared to embezzle money from 
senior citizens.  Scammers on the telephone are claiming to be 
grandchildren in trouble with the law and in need of bail money.  
The calls are followed by contact with a person claiming to be 
the attorney of the grandchild, asking for money to be wired 
through Western Union. 
 

102010  2:03 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

Graco manufacturers are recalling two million strollers due to a 
design flaw that could allow a child to slip down and risk 
entrapment and strangulation.  The recalled models are Quatro 
Tour and Metrolite Travel Systems, sold from 2000 to 2007.  Log 
on to Gracobaby.com for more information or to order a repair 
kit or call Graco at 877-828-4046. 
 

102010  0:39 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

CNBC aired a documentary tonight involving one of the most 
popular firearms ever sold: the Remington 700, produced since 
1948 used by many hunters and acclaimed for accuracy.  A 
Manhattan father’s persistence after the accidental death of his 
young son is helping to alert the public to a potentially deadly 
malfunction that causes the gun to fire when the safety is turned 
off, without the trigger being pulled.  Despite thousands of 
complaints and more than a dozen deaths linked to this gun’s 
malfunction, Remington decided against a recall, even though 
company documents show that executives considered a 
nationwide recall as far back as 1994 because of the 
malfunction.  
 

102010  2:48 
PKG 
News at 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

If you have a complaint, concern or suspicion of fraud on 
Election Day, Assistant U.S. Attorney Jessica Fehr will be on duty 
on November 2 and can be reached at (406) 443-3617.  The FBI 
will also have a Special Agent available in each district through 
the county to also handle allegations of election fraud.  Special 
Agent Kevin Damuth can be reached at (406) 443-3617.  If you 
would like to report discrimination or ballot access problems, 
you may call the Civil Rights Division Voting Section directly at 
(800) 252-3931.  See also Politics. 
 

102610  0:38 
VO/FSG 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

Teens caught “sexting” in Montana face harsh penalties, such as 
conviction for child pornography and being put on the sex 

102910  1:34 
PKG 
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offenders list.  An online site, Reputation Defenders, claims that 
10% of teens that engage in sending explicit images do so 
willingly, while a larger majority is being victimized.  They offer 
help parents protect kids online and while texting.  Missoula 
Police advise that teaching kids what to do if they receive 
explicit photos or a request to send photos of themselves can 
make a difference between becoming a victim or not. 
 

News at 6 & 10 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

In follow-up to reports of a potentially deadly trigger 
malfunction attributed to a design flaw in the Remington 700 
rifle, the Portland Maine Police Department’s Special Reaction 
Team has stopped using the gun, calling it “unpredictable”. 
Despite thousands of complaints and more than a dozen deaths 
linked to this gun’s malfunction, Remington maintains on its 
Website that their guns are safe. 
 

102910  0:45 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

The Center for Wildlife Information (CWI) has released a video 
narrated by General Norman Schwarzkopf to educate the public 
on bear safety.  Tips include not approaching, following, 
interacting with or feeding any wildlife.  Teachers and youth 
group leaders may request that the videos include a bear 
education coloring book for kids.  The CWI is funded by grants 
from state and federal wildlife agencies as well as private 
donations. 
 

102920  1:39 
PKG/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

As of yesterday a City Counsel approved ordinance makes it 
illegal to talk on a cell phone or text while driving in Billings city 
limits.  Drivers may use hands-free devices or risk a $300 fine, 
however, exceptions may be made for people responding to or 
reporting emergencies. 
 

110110  0:28 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

A warning from health and safety officials as three Missoula area 
men recover from carbon monoxide poisoning from a propane 
heater in their hunting tent.  Make sure all appliances that burn 
oil and gas are inspected at the beginning of fall.  Read and 
follow all directions on fuel-burning appliances, including 
proper installation, venting and maintenance.  Avoid using 
charcoal grills and gas-powered engines indoors and do not 
sleep in any room with an unvented or kerosene heater. 

110910  0:39 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 
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Crime and 
Safety 

Vulnerabilities in the way Internet browsers work may mean 
that numerous Websites cannot keep your personal information 
secure from scam artists.  Scammers are using this information 
on search preferences and purchases to send targeted scam 
email to consumers, claiming to be an old classmate, 
acquaintance or relative.  Facebook says that it has corrected the 
breach on their site, but until browsers do the same, experts 
recommend using the highest privacy settings available on all 
social networks.  An application called “SAFEGO” can assist in 
social network safety, and it is advised to “Google” your own 
name often to see what others may be able to find out about you.  
  

111010  1:57 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

Officials are warning of a Public Safety Hazard.  Two roads in 
Beaverhead County near Lima have been closed due to a large 
herd of Elk migrating across the road to gain access to forage.  
Reeder and West Roads are closed to all but local and work-
related traffic.  Little Sheep Road is open, but no stopping or 
parking is allowed.  We will keep you posted on the latest. 

111910  0:23 
VO 
News at 6 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

Here are some cold weather safety facts to help better prepare 
you for the coming sub-zero temperatures:  Dress warmly, in 
layers, and keep those clothes dry.  Wool, micro-fleece and 
insulative fabrics hold more heat in, whereas cotton can wick 
your heat away.  Wear a hat and/or scarf to cover your face and 
mouth; mittens keep hands warmer than gloves.  Watch for signs 
of frostbite and hypothermia, and seek medical attention if 
either are suspected.  Avoid unnecessary exertion outdoors and 
it puts an extra strain on your heart.  Check in frequently on 
older relatives or neighbors since they are more susceptible to 
cold temperatures, and don’t forget to provide shelter and a 
source of unfrozen water to outdoor pets.  See also Health and 
Weather. 
 

111910  0:39 
VO/FSG 

Crime and 
Safety 

Dangerous conditions have cancelled Greyhound Bus routes, 
leaving busses stopped in Billings and Spokane.  American Red 
Cross has opened a shelter at Keltz Arena at the Montana 
Western Campus in Dillon for stranded travelers due to the 
closure of I-15 and Monida Pass.  Organizers report 70 people in 
the shelter this evening, but are expecting more due to holiday  

112410  0:52 
VO/SOT 
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travel.  Red Cross has 8 volunteers staffing the shelter.  Roads 
were so bad that Missoula schools did not open after getting 
reports from City and County road crews.  See also Weather. 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

Controversial full-body scanners are expected to be installed at 
Gallatin Field security sometime in 2011 as part of TSA’s mission 
to protect against terrorism.  The airport currently uses metal 
detectors and more extensive pat-downs in their security 
screenings.   
 

112410  0:42 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

Gallatin County Commissioners accepted two grants in the 
amounts of $250,000 and $150,000 from the Department of 
Homeland Security today to fund upgrades to the 911 Call 
Center and for equipment upgrades and vehicle storage for the 
Sheriff’s Department.  Homeland Security began offering these 
grants after 911 to enhance security across the country, 
recognizing that the response to everyday emergencies is a good 
indicator of how local authorities can manage bigger events.  See 
also Govt. Spending. 
 

113010  0:53 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

The Research and Commercialization Board awarded $1.3 
million for 14 research projects in Billings, Bozeman, Butte, 
Great Falls, Missoula and Whitefish.  Montana Tech and MSU 
were awarded a joint grant of $113,050 for researching an 
antibiotic to fight the MRSA staph infection.  Bridger Photonics 
of Bozeman received $100,135 for the development of a micro 
zoom lens for cell phone cameras.  The Director of Montana 
Department of Commerce says the investment will help diversify 
the state’s economy.  See also Govt. Spending. 
 

101210  0:44 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

All 50 states have begun investigations in to U.S. Lenders over 
allegations of mortgage fraud.  Iowa’s Attorney General is 
leading the effort, focusing on accusations that lenders 
repossessed hundreds of thousands of homes without verifying 
details, dubbed “robo-signing”.  Bank of America has stopped 
foreclosures and other lenders are also considering a halt, but 
experts warn it could have a major effect on the economy as 
delaying foreclosures delays homes entering the resale market, 
in turn delaying the ability of the American housing market as a 

101310  2:15 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 
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whole to recover and reset. 
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Today the Fed announced a plan to add more liquidity into the 
markets via the U. S. Central Bank.  The plan is to begin a 
treasury-buying program after they meet in early November.  
Fed Chairman Bernanke hopes this will create an impact to 
stimulate retail spending in tome for the holiday season. 
 

101510  1:51 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

The Federal Reserve is taking bold steps to rejuvenate the 
economy by buying up more than a half a trillion dollars worth 
of Treasury Bonds in an effort to drive down the long-term 
interest rates.  Analysts say the Board didn’t have too many tools 
left to work with, while others question where adding this type 
of debt can boost confidence on Main Street and Wall Street. 
 

101510  1:51 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

B of A announced plans to resume home foreclosure sales in 23 
states, beginning with refilling paperwork for over 100,000 
homes next Monday.  The temporary halt arose from claims of 
mortgage “robo-signing” and failure of bank employees to 
perform due diligence.  B of A says it is confident that it files 
accurate documents in a majority of the questioned cases. 
 

101810  0:45 
VO 
News at 10 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Recent statistics reported by Prospera Business Network  in an 
economic profile of the state reveal that Gallatin County is the 
fastest growing in Montana, even though it is only the third 
largest.  The growth outpaces Flathead County by 13% and is 
attributed to a well-diversified economy and a booming year for 
tourism, with record numbers visiting Yellowstone.  As for jobs, 
some of the largest employers in the County are MSU, bio-
science and technology related institutions are doing well 
despite the recession, some even adding more job openings.  
Gallatin’s unemployment rate averaged 7.6%, lower than the 
national average.  The study projects that by 2030 the 
population will increase by over 45,000, requiring 50-60 new 
homes for the area, which will contribute to the County’s 
construction industry over time.  See also Housing. 
 

101910  1:48 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Economy / 
Economic 

Governor Schweitzer was in Bozeman on Tuesday to promote 
the “Warm Hearts Warm Home” initiative, a program that helps 

102710  0:46  
VO/SOT 
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Recovery Montanans lower energy costs and winterize their homes.  
Volunteers help cover windows with plastic, install CFL light 
bulbs and bring in water heater blankets.  For more information 
go to NBCmontana.com.  See also Politics. 
 

News at 6 & 10 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Area ranchers are headed to Missoula Livestock Exchange to sell 
spring calves where supply is limited and demand is up.  The 
price of beef is up 6% since September of last year and is 
expected to rise another 3% before year-end.  A tight cattle 
supply could drive prices the next few years.  Many ranchers 
have cut back on herds in response to rising corn and soybean 
prices. 
 

102810   1:16 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Allegations of flawed foreclosure practices, focusing on 
accusations that lenders repossessed hundreds of thousands of 
homes without verifying details, dubbed “robo-signing” are the 
topic of a 50-state investigation into fraud.  Bank of America and 
other lenders called halts on foreclosures - which  experts warn 
could have a major effect on the economy as delaying 
foreclosures delays homes entering the resale market, in turn 
delaying the ability of the American housing market as a whole 
to recover and reset.  See also Housing. 
 

111610  2:31 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

The 2010 Business Expo sponsored by the Bozeman Chamber of 
Commerce stressed that businesses should jump on the social 
networking wave if they don’t want to be left behind.  The vent 
attracted business leaders from throughout the community and 
included topics such as information technology and marketing.  
Leaders say social networking is becoming an increasingly 
important part of daily business. 
 

111610  0:45 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

In what may be interpreted as a sign of an improving local 
economy, Bozeman Commissioners approved selling ad space on 
the municipal parking garage walls.  The City will hire a third 
party to manage and sell the ads, but the City will have final 
approval of content. 
 

111710  1:31 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Education 
 

MSU has announced the appointment of a new Provost and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs.  Martha Potvin, 57, will succeed 

100110  0:36 
VO/FSG 
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David Dooley, who left for another position.  Potvin come from 
University of North Dakota where she worked as Dean of College 
Arts and Sciences and Professor of Biology.  She was picked from 
a pool of 73 candidates and will assume her new post in January 
2011. 
 

News at 6 & 10 

Education Mt. Ellis Academy students want to give back to the community 
after winning a half million dollars to repair the school’s 
water/sewer system in a nationwide Facebook contest.  
Students hiked up New World Gulch in east Bozeman this 
morning to raise money for Pakistan relief.  So far they have 
raised $6,000 of their $20,000 goal. 
 

100110  0:43 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Education Today MSU President Waded Crusado announced that the 
school’s boards have approved the end zone improvement 
project to expand and renovate Bobcat Stadium.  The University 
has already raised $3 million for the $8 million project, with a 
hopeful $4 million coming from private donors and another $4 
million to be financed from future ticket sales. 
 

100810  0:29 
VO/RDR/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Education Kristi Allen-Gailushas of Helena has dropped her complaint 
against the Helena School District’s proposed sex educatin 
program, stating that it will cost too much to pursue the lawsuit.  
After her complaint, the School District cut many of the 
controversial requirements, including teaching first graders 
about same-sex love and fifth-graders about different types of 
sexual intercourse.  Allen-Gailushas said if the curriculum is 
approved, she will home school her kids. 
 

101110  0:32 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Education MSU held its 23 annual Career Fair on campus yesterday, with 
over 120 employers, from Boeing to Norththrop Grumman, 
represented.  Students and former alumni were given the 
opportunity to hand out résumés   to prospective employers and 
talk about internships and jobs in their prospective fields.  Some 
students reported that they were surprised at how many 
employers were hiring in this tough economy.  See also Jobs. 
 

101410  0:41 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Education The federal government has granted MSU’s Invasive Plant 
Management Department $1 million to develop a unique and 

101510  1:52 
PKG 
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useful method to deal with the disposal of noxious weeds.   MSU 
will work with the Missouri River Watershed Project and 
partners in six different states to develop this three-year project, 
turning plant waste into bio-fuel.  Current practices have been to 
burn piles of the plants.  Two of the plants involved in the 
research are the Russian Olive and Salt Cedar.  Experts believe 
these two plants supply a great deal of biomass.  See also Govt. 
Spending. 
 

News at 6 & 10 

Education Announced by U.S. Secretary of the Interior, Ken Salazar, 
Montana State will now be a part of the North Central Climate 
Science Center in providing what the government calls vital 
research and information on diminishing water supplies, 
changing fire regimens, loss of habitat and other environmental 
topics.  The Center is based at Colorado State and will be up and 
running in early 2011. 
 

102110  0:29 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Education Commissioner of Higher Education, Sheila Sterns, addressed an 
audience in Bozeman on Monday as part of a tour around the 
state to encourage people to seek higher education.  The 
audience questioned how non-traditional students could expand 
education opportunities without a community college.  The 
Commissioner stressed that advice is needed from Montanans 
on how to elevate and change the perception of the value and 
quality of two-year degrees.  Currently, MSU’s Gallatin College 
Programs offer some prep classes for college.  The State’s 
initiative to make two-year degrees more accessible is funded 
with a grant through the Lumina Foundation. 
 

102510  0:56 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Education A Family Care Room has been created at MSU to be available for 
parents who are juggling the responsibilities of childcare.  
Students and faculty are welcomed to sign up for time in the 
room.  
 

102710  0:58 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 7 10 

Education The Center for Wildlife Information (CWI) has released a video 
narrated by General Norman Schwarzkopf to educate the public 
on bear safety.  Tips include not approaching, following, 
interacting with or feeding any wildlife.  Teachers and youth 
group leaders may request that the videos include a bear 

102920  1:39 
PKG/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 
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education coloring book for kids.  The CWI is funded by grants 
from state and federal wildlife agencies as well as private 
donations. 
 

Education Kalispell’s Glacier High School has set November 12th’s Sadie 
Hawkins Dance as the date a ban on “dirty dancing” comes into 
effect.  School officials say that the ban is a response to general 
complaints of offensive “grinding” on the dance floor.  New rules 
require that dancing couples face each other and allow space 
between their bodies.  Schools in Bozeman and Billings have 
made similar changes to their dance policies. 
 

110210  1:10 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Education Montana Tech has received a $1 million grant to establish a 
Student Support Services Program, originally established in 
1968 as part of President Lyndon B. Johnson’s war on poverty.  
The goal is to increase graduations rates and will assist 120 Tech 
students pursuing a four-year post-secondary degree in fields of 
science, math technology or engineering.  See also Govt. 
Spending. 
 

110910  0:24 
VO/FSG 
News at 6 & 10 

Education MSU scientists participated virtually in NASA’s “Molecular 
Paleontology” meeting this week to discuss origins of life 
through video conferencing.  Organizers say it helps focus 
participants on the “workshop without walls” event, rather than 
the complications involved with traveling to distant places to 
meet.  This is the second such conference hosted by MSU 
Chemistry Department, one of 14 teams funded by the NASA 
Astrobiology Institute. 
 

111010  0:50  
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Education Announced today, Montana Tech will receive $66,000 in access 
grant funds from the Non-profit Student Assistance Foundation 
(SAF).  Since 2000, MT has received $425,000 through the 
program to assist students through the Financial Aid Office. 
 

111710  0:22 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Education Belgrade High School is taking a proactive approach to ban 
bullying, bringing in guest speakers and student surveys to 
educate kids about the consequences of bullying physically as 
well as through texting and the internet.  Students were also 
surveyed to find out if they feel comfortable and school and how 

121910  0:25 
VO/SOT 
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they are treated by peers.  Belgrade Police Detective Dustin 
Lensing visited with students on Monday to talk about the 
consequences of bullying, stating that most students don’t know 
how serious these crimes can be. 
 

Education MSU College of Business will receive a gift of $3 million from 
Jake Jabs, CEO of American Furniture Warehouse based in 
Denver, one of the largest gifts ever given to the University.  It 
will be used for learning opportunities in conjunction with the 
newly named Jake Jabs Center for Entrepreneurship related 
services. 
 

122010  0:45 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

A University of Montana research professor, Dave Poulsen, 
thinks methamphetamine may be able to stop and reverse brain 
damage for people experiencing a stroke or head injury.  The 
research team initially began the study to see what type of 
damage meth can cause on stroke victim brains, and were 
surprised to learn that low doses actually helped.  Within two to 
three weeks of treatment, animal test subject brains showed no 
differentiation from healthy, uninjured control group brains. 
 

100110  0:43 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Today Senator max Baucus announced that Montana is one of 
three states selected for a new initiative to improve health care 
for veterans in rural areas, especially in cases of vets who need 
emergency care.  The $300,000 fund will help provide access to 
quality mental health services and hopes to improve detection 
and treatment of various injuries and illness. 
 

100810  0:34 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

A new study by Microban finds amounts of bacteria on random 
restaurant high chairs higher than those found in public toilets.  
Harmful germs such as Ecoli and staph were found, even on 
chairs that looked clean.  Researchers advise parents to clean 
high chairs before putting children in them. 
 

101210  0:46 
VO/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Gallatin Gateway School hosted a flu shot clinic today.  The CDC 
is recommending the flu shot for everyone six months of age or 
older, even healthy low-risk individuals.  Supply is adequate and 
one shot covers seasonal flu and the H1N1 strain. You may also 
be vaccinated with a nasal spray.  Health officials warn that the 

101510  0:58 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 
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flu can be serious and sometimes deadly and vaccinations help 
prevent its spread through the community. 
 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

An egg processor linked to a recent salmonella outbreak has 
been cleared to resume shipping fresh eggs.  Hillandale Farms of 
Iowa and one other company recalled 550 million eggs after 
1,500 salmonella cases were linked to the two farms.  The FDA 
has cleared Hillandale to ship from its Union, Iowa farm today.  
However, the company will not ship eggs from four other 
facilities until they pass inspection. 
 

101810  0:34 
VO 
News at 10 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

First Planned Parenthood is suing the State of Montana over 
contraceptive coverage offered by Healthy Montana Kids, 
alleging that while they provide free or low-cost health care to 
kids and teens, they do not pay for prescription birth control if it 
is used to prevent pregnancy.  Planned Parenthood believes that 
this is at part to blame why teen pregnancy is rising.  The stance 
of agencies such as Flathead Family Planning and another 
agency in that area that provides free pregnancy care is that 
although teen pregnancy is on the rise, abstinence and “healthy 
lifestyle choices” should be advised and not contraception. 
 

102810  1:02 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

A new screening test for colon cancer that can be done at home 
is in the approval process by FDA.  Researchers at Mayo Clinic 
found the test detected nearly 90% of early stage cancers and 
70% of late stage cancers, without necessitating a change in diet 
or advanced bowel prep.  Positive results were followed by 
colonoscopy.  Experts say the test works best for cancers still in 
stages one through three, which is also the time period when 
treatment is most successful. 
 

102910  0:43 
VO 
News at 10 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

British Studies show that mobile phones can carry 18 times the 
bacteria than a toilet handle in a men’s bathroom.  Devices with 
touch screens have been found to spread bacteria.  Health 
experts advise frequent hand washing and a regular routine of 
disinfecting hand-held gadgets. 
 

111210  0:43 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Here are some cold weather safety facts to help better prepare 
you for the coming sub-zero temperatures:  Dress warmly, in 

111910  0:39 
VO/FSG 
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layers, and keep those clothes dry.  Wool, micro-fleece and 
insulative fabrics hold more heat in, whereas cotton can wick 
your heat away.  Wear a hat and/or scarf to cover your face and 
mouth; mittens keep hands warmer than gloves.  Watch for signs 
of frostbite and hypothermia, and seek medical attention if 
either are suspected.  Avoid unnecessary exertion outdoors and 
it puts an extra strain on your heart.  Check in frequently on 
older relatives or neighbors since they are more susceptible to 
cold temperatures, and don’t forget to provide shelter and a 
source of unfrozen water to outdoor pets.  See also Safety and 
Weather. 
 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Frostbite can leave tissues of fingers and toes frozen.  The early 
stages look like a burn, but eventually can make skin turn black.  
Make sure your skin is covered and not too tightly; leave a loose 
layer between clothing and skin to allow for a pocket of warm 
air to be trapped as insulation.  People with diabetes or on Beta 
blockers are at increased risk of hypothermia.  It starts as 
shivers but can progress to changes in mental function.  
Sufferers of hypothermia need to warm up slowly. 
 

112310  0:43 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Sub-Zero temperatures may pose health risks for athletes 
participating in the annual Thanksgiving “Huffing for Stuffing” 
race, a benefit for the Gallatin valley Food Bank.  Local 
Pulmonologist, Robert Schoene, advises that it is okay to be 
active in these weather conditions, but extreme care must me 
taken to dress appropriately.  Exertion in low temperatures may 
cause breathing problems and can also cause frost nip or frost 
bite, so it’s important to wear a scarf or mask to buffer the intial 
intake of cold air.  Less experienced athletes are at more risk 
because they generally take longer to complete races and risk 
longer exposure, so participants are advised to bundle up and 
come prepared to help those in need.  Layer clothes to cover as 
much skin as possible, and don’t stay out too long.  Kids are at 
high risk in these temperatures, so make sure they are well 
covered, wearing head covering as well, and do not let them stay 
outside too long. 
 

112410  1:46 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Health/ Doctors in the Flathead reports at least five people with 120310  0:57 
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Healthcare Pertussis, an upper respiratory disease that can be deadly and is 
commonly known as Whooping Cough.  Symptoms are initially 
similar to the common cold, but worsen after ten days.  Coughs 
make a distinctinve “whoop” noise and it becomes difficult to 
breathe.  The CDC urges immunization and if are ill, seek medical 
attention.  It is easier to treat Pertussis is caught early.  For more 
information go to NBCmontana.com. 
 

VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Bozeman Deaconess Foundation announced receipt of another 
anonymous $1 million gift toward the Cornerstone Campaign to 
expand the Emergency Services Department.  The Campaign to 
date has raised $6.3 million toward the $9 million that will be 
needed for the project.  The donors do not want public 
recognition and say that they felt the gift had the greatest 
potential and longevity to impact residents and visitors to the 
area . 
 

 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

The Flathead County Health Department warns that an 
additional case of Whooping Cough, Pertussis, has been 
identified, bringing the total to six.  The initial four cases were 
contracted by unimmunized individuals, and one in an individual 
who was 10 year of age, a time when vaccines weaken.  School 
records have been examined to identify students who have not 
been immunized and they have been given the option of taking 
antibiotics for five days at home if they attend schools where 
cases have been reported, or the alternative is to stay home for 
21 days since their last exposure to the disease.  It is 
recommended that inoculated kids receive booster shots after 
the age of ten.  Adults with Pertussis are advised to stay away 
from high risk groups like infants and toddlers.  Health officials 
caution that it is important for anyone who thinks they have 
Whooping Cough see a doctor. 
 

120710  1:10 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

MSU held its 23 annual Career Fair on campus yesterday, with 
over 120 employers, from Boeing to Northrop Grumman, 
represented.  Students and former alumni were given the 
opportunity to hand out résumés   to prospective employers and 
talk about internships and jobs in their prospective fields.  Some 
students reported that they were surprised at how many 

101410  0:41 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 
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employers were hiring in this tough economy.  See also 
Education. 
 

Housing Recent statistics reported by Prospera Business Network  in an 
economic profile of the state reveal that Gallatin County is the 
fastest growing in Montana, even though it is only the third 
largest.  The growth outpaces Flathead County by 13% and is 
attributed to a well-diversified economy and a booming year for 
tourism, with record numbers visiting Yellowstone.  As for jobs, 
some of the largest employers in the County are MSU, bio-
science and technology related institutions are doing well 
despite the recession, some even adding more job openings.  
Gallatin’s unemployment rate averaged 7.6%, lower than the 
national average.  The study projects that by 2030 the 
population will increase by over 45,000, requiring 50-60 new 
homes for the area, which will contribute to the County’s 
construction industry over time.  See also Housing. 
 

101910  1:48 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Housing All 50 states have begun investigations in to U.S. Lenders over 
allegations of mortgage fraud.  Iowa’s Attorney General is 
leading the effort, focusing on accusations that lenders 
repossessed hundreds of thousands of homes without verifying 
details, dubbed “robo-signing”.  Bank of America has stopped 
foreclosures and other lenders are also considering a halt, but 
experts warn it could have a major effect on the economy as 
delaying foreclosures delays homes entering the resale market, 
in turn delaying the ability of the American housing market as a 
whole to recover and reset.  See also Economic Recovery. 
 

101410  0:40 
VO/SOT 

Housing Recent statistics reported by Prospera Business Network  in an 
economic profile of the state reveal that Gallatin County is the 
fastest growing in Montana, even though it is only the third 
largest.  The growth outpaces Flathead County by 13% and is 
attributed to a well-diversified economy and a booming year for 
tourism, with record numbers visiting Yellowstone.  As for jobs, 
some of the largest employers in the County are MSU, bio-
science and technology related institutions are doing well 
despite the recession, some even adding more job openings.  
Gallatin’s unemployment rate averaged 7.6%, lower than the 

102010  1:16 
PKG 



    
 

K42BZ 4Q 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

News at 6 & 10 
Community Issues Report 

Fourth Quarter 2010 (Chronological Order by Topic) 

 

Issue News Story Date/TL/Format 

national average.  The study projects that by 2030 the 
population will increase by over 45,000, requiring 50-60 new 
homes for the area, which will contribute to the County’s 
construction industry over time.  See also Housing. 
 

Housing While B of A and mortgage servicer GMAC claim that the “robo-
signing” foreclosure scandal accusations are largely unfounded, 
real estate experts say the scandal is hurting sales and making 
foreclosures on homes less desirable.  Concerned about 
struggling homeowners, Cook County’s Sheriff has frozen area 
evictions, while some states are requiring lawyers to swear that 
foreclosure papers have been properly checked by the banks.  
The FBI continues its investigation into the foreclosure robo-
signing allegations. 
 

102010  3:17 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Housing Allegations of flawed foreclosure practices, focusing on 
accusations that lenders repossessed hundreds of thousands of 
homes without verifying details, dubbed “robo-signing” are the 
topic of a 50-state investigation into fraud.  Bank of America and 
other lenders called halts on foreclosures - which  experts warn 
could have a major effect on the economy as delaying 
foreclosures delays homes entering the resale market, in turn 
delaying the ability of the American housing market as a whole 
to recover and reset.  See also Economic Recovery. 
 

111610  2:31 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Housing The IRS is requiring more documentation to qualify for First 
Time Buyer credit.  Some who have filed have received letter 
telling them that the credit must be repaid if the home isn’t a 
primary residence for a minimum of three years.  There are 
exceptions, but each scenario comes with a different set of rules.  
Missoula CPA Walk Kero advises people to remain calm and seek 
out the advise of a professional tax preparer.  If you sold a home 
because you’re a military member who was transferred, you do 
not owe the credit back.  If you sold your home at a loss or 
foreclosed, you do not need to repay.  However, if you converted 
the home to a rental property or a business, you do need to 
repay.  For more information on the rules, go to 
NBCmontana.com.  See also Taxes. 
 

120810  1:42 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 
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Jobs/ 
Employment 

Montana State Labor Commission announced that minimum 
wage will be boosted in January by a cost-of-living increase, 
based on the Consumer Price Index, of 10 cents an hour, 
bringing the new hourly minimum wage to $7.35.  Montana 
voters passed Initiative 151 in 2006 that sets the State Minimum 
Wage at the greater of either the current state or Federal 
Minimum Wage.  The law required the adjustment to be 
calculated by September 30 each year. 
 

100110  0:31 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

MSU held its 23 annual Career Fair on campus yesterday, with 
over 120 employers, from Boeing to Northrop Grumman, 
represented.  Students and former alumni were given the 
opportunity to hand out résumés   to prospective employers and 
talk about internships and jobs in their prospective fields.  Some 
students reported that they were surprises at how many 
employers were hiring in this tough economy.  See also 
Education. 
 

101410  0:41 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

Companies that are looking to hire during the holidays are 
shippers, UPS and Fedex.  Forty percent of the companies 
surveyed by careerbuilder.com said they planned to make some 
of the holiday new-hires full time.  UPS is hiring some 50,000 
temporary workers and expects to deliver 430 million packages 
between Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
 

111710  0:29 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Politics The League of Women Voters is hoping to give election issues 
more exposure in Bozeman, sponsoring a candidate forum 
tonight at the Gallatin County Courthouse, tonight 7 p.m.  
Tonight’s candidates are hopefuls for positions of Sherriff, 
Justice of the Peace, and County Commission. 
 

100510  0:27 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Politics State GOP lawmakers are making allegations that Governor 
Schweitzer violated the law when he hosted a campaign 
fundraiser for State Representative Kendall Van Dyk in the 
Governor’s Mansion on Monday night.  Republicans claim that a 
partisan event is prohibited in a public facility.  The Governor 
says that the Executive Home is exempt from state rules banning 
the use of government resources for political work. 
 

102010  0:40 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 
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Politics Election Day is a week away and the Secretary of State, Linda 
McCulloh is urging Montanans to get out and vote.  Registered 
voters have until noon on Monday, November 1 to request an 
absentee ballot.  Absentee Ballots must be returned by mail or in 
person by 8 p.m. on November 2.  You may track your ballot 
online. 
 

102510  0:26 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Politics If you have a complaint, concern or suspicion of fraud on 
Election Day, Assistant U.S. Attorney Jessica Fehr will be on duty 
on November 2 and can be reached at (406) 443-3617.  The FBI 
will also have a Special Agent available in each district through 
the county to also handle allegations of election fraud.  Special 
Agent Kevin Damuth can be reached at (406) 443-3617.  If you 
would like to report discrimination or ballot access problems, 
you may call the Civil Rights Division Voting Section directly at 
(800) 252-3931.  See also Crime. 
 

102610  0:38 
VO/FSG 
News at 6 & 10 

Politics Governor Schweitzer was in Bozeman on Tuesday to promote 
the “Warm Hearts Warm Home” initiative, a program that helps 
Montanans lower energy costs and winterize their homes.  
Volunteers help cover windows with plastic, install CFL light 
bulbs and bring in water heater blankets.  For more information 
go to NBCmontana.com.  See also Economy. 
 

102710  0:46  
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Politics After being fired as President of the Big Sky Tea Party for 
comments that were perceived as anti-gay on Facebook, Tim 
Ravndal is no Executive Director of the new Lewis and Clark 
Conservative Party.  His new group is  based out of Helena and 
Ravndal says that it is open to all conservative-minded people. 
 

102710  0:24 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Politics Tomorrow, polling places will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Voters need to bring either a current Montana Driver’s License 
or a voter confirmation card to the polls.  If you do not have 
those, bring a current utility bill complete with name and 
address, or a bank statement, or something government issued.  
In Gallatin County, you can call the Clerk’s Office at 582-3060.  If 
you are unsure where you need to vote, you can log onto the 
Secretary of State’s Website www.sos.mt.gov. 
 

110110  0:36 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 
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Politics Secretary of State and Chief Elections Officer Linda McCulloh 
stopped at the Gallatin Fairgrounds to check on voting polls and 
informs us that the overall voting process has been a smooth 
one.  The polls close in two hours.  Tune in to NBC Montana for 
updates throughout the evening and we will have full coverage 
of all the local races and issues on our news and at 
NBCmontana.com. 
 

110210  1:07 
PKG 
News at 6 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

Willson School hosted a free presentation of “Not My Kid…Not 
My Community” by retired New York City Drug Enforcement 
Agent, Bob Stutman, who educated parents about new popular 
drugs, even in “nice communities”, and what can be done to keep 
kids away from them.  NBCmontana will tell the full story on the 
role drugs play in the world today, tomorrow night at 6 and 10. 
 

102810  0:45 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

Retired New York City Drug Enforcement Agent, Bob Stutman, 
will be offering the free presentation, “Not My Kid…Not My 
Community” throughout next week: November 2 at Willson 
School Auditorium, Belgrade Middle School on November 3rd, 
and the Belgrade Special Events Center on November 4th, all at 7 
p.m.  Stutman educates parents on the hard facts about kids and 
drug addiction in the U.S., claiming that the age of first-time 
users averages 12 years and are white, suburban kids. 
 

102910  1:09 
VO/SOT/FSG 
News at 6 7 10 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

Childcare Connections in Bozeman sponsored a display at 
Gallatin Valley Mall reporting that 76 Montana families will sit 
down to Thanksgiving dinner…missing a family member.  That is 
the loss of human life due to drinking and driving – many not 
wearing a seatbelt.  Present at the display were law enforcement 
officials speaking about efforts and a grant to increase 
enforcement during the holidays. 
 

112310  0:51 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

The Montana Department of Transportation and the State DUI 
Task Force have unveiled “Plan 2 Live” and New MDT Website 
aimed to curb cell phone use while driving and preventing 
highway fatalities.  The site’s features include text message 
reminders to call for a sober driver, and a blood alcohol 
calculator application for Smart Phone users. 
 

120710  1:10 
SOT 
News at 6 & 10 
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Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

A new federal study shows Montana to have one of the highest 
rates of drunk driving.  Today Montana Attorney General, Steve 
Bullock, says it is repeat offenders who are to blame, expecting 
felony DUI’s to increase 40% this year based on prior offenses.  
He points to the success, however, of an experimental 24-7 
Sobriety Program that was tested in Lewis and Clark County 
which requires offenders to take a breath test twice a day 
throughout their sentence and probation.  Also in the works is 
harsher legislation imposing penalties for those caught driving 
with a blood alcohol content of .15 or higher, criminalizing 
refusal of breath tests and implementing the 24-7 Program 
statewide. 
 

120910  1:03 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced today that it will 
distribute $1.6 billion in annual conservation reserve program 
rental payments and $3.8 billon in final 2010 direct payments to 
America’s farmers and ranchers.  These payments, according to 
USDA’s Montana Director, serve to support the agricultural 
economy and responsible stewardship of America’s production 
acreage.  Statewide, Montana producers will receive just over 
$98 million in payments. 
 

10810  0:41 
VO/RDR 
News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is helping one Bozeman 
business generate its own power.  Pacific Outdoor Equipment 
received a grant from the Rural Energy for America program to 
help fund a solar powered rooftop.  Additional funds also came 
from a grant from Northwest Energy.  The remainder will come 
from a loan from First Security Bank.  The total project is 
estimated at $18,000. 
 

101210  0:50 
VO/SOT 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The Research and Commercialization Board awarded $1.3 
million for 14 research projects in Billings, Bozeman, Butte, 
Great Falls, Missoula and Whitefish.  Montana Tech and MSU 
were awarded a joint grant of $113,050 for researching an 
antibiotic to fight the MRSA staph infection.  Bridger Photonics 
of Bozeman received $100,135 for the development of a micro 
zoom lens for cell phone cameras.  The Director of Montana 
Department of Commerce says the investment will help diversify 
the state’s economy.  See also Economy. 

101210  0:44 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 
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Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The federal government has granted MSU’s Invasive Plant 
Management Department $1 million to develop a unique and 
useful method to deal with the disposal of noxious weeds.   MSU 
will work with the Missouri River Watershed Project and 
partners in six different states to develop this three-year project, 
turning plant waste into bio-fuel.  Current practices have been to 
burn piles of the plants.  Two of the plants involved in the 
research are the Russian Olive and Salt Cedar.  Experts believe 
these two plants supply a great deal of biomass.  See also 
Education. 
 

101510  1:52 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Northwestern Energy is hosting a series of home expos in the 
Butte area to help educate Montana residents about the 
qualifications for state and federal tax incentives and other cost-
cutting measures.  The first expo is October 27 from 4-7 p.m. at 
the Northwestern Energy Service Center in Dillon.  A complete 
list of expo locations and dates can be found at 
NBCmontana.com. 
 

102710  0:32 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Montana Tech has received a $1 million grant to establish a 
Student Support Services Program, originally established in 
1968 as part of President Lyndon B. Johnson’s war on poverty.  
The goal is to increase graduations rates and will assist 120 Tech 
students pursuing a four-year post-secondary degree in fields of 
science, math technology or engineering.  See also Education. 
 

110910  0:24 
VO/FSG 
News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

A Gallatin County Committee is deciding how to spend a large 
[unspecified] sum of money to improve Gallatin Forest.  The 
money is part of a federal program designed to provide 
assistance to rural counties.  More than twenty proposals from 
various organizations will be ranked during the process of 
deciding which to fund.  Proposed projects include avalanche 
education, fish recovery and weed control, while 50% of the 
funds must be designated to maintaining roads, streams and 
watersheds. 
 

111710  0:49 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Because of mail returned due to incorrect address information, 
the IRS is holding over $200,000 of tax return checks owed to 

111810  0:59 
VO/SOT/TAG 
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Montana taxpayers.  If you think you are missing money from 
the IRS, go to NBCMontana.com and click on the Tax Refunds 
story. 
 

News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The DEQ has approved an amended operating permit and 
expansion of Golden Sunlight Mines allowing construction of a 
24-acre open pit.  The East Pit will be located northeast of the 
facilities area in Whitehall and will generate an anticipated 
$759,000 in local taxes and $528,000 in state taxes. 
 

112310  0:23 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Gallatin County Commissioners accepted two grants in the 
amounts of $250,000 and $150,000 from the Department of 
Homeland Security today to fund upgrades to the 911 Call 
Center and for equipment upgrades and vehicle storage for the 
Sheriff’s Department.  Homeland Security began offering these 
grants after 911 to enhance security across the country, 
recognizing that the response to everyday emergencies is a good 
indicator of how local authorities can manage bigger events.  See 
also Safety. 
 

113010  0:53 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The IRS is requiring more documentation to qualify for First 
Time Buyer credit.  Some who have filed have received letter 
telling them that the credit must be repaid if the home isn’t a 
primary residence for a minimum of three years.  There are 
exceptions, but each scenario comes with a different set of rules.  
Missoula CPA Walk Kero advises people to remain calm and seek 
out the advise of a professional tax preparer.  If you sold a home 
because you’re a military member who was transferred, you do 
not owe the credit back.  If you sold your home at a loss or 
foreclosed, you do not need to repay.  However, if you converted 
the home to a rental property or a business, you do need to 
repay.  For more information on the rules, go to 
NBCmontana.com.  See also Housing. 
 

120810  1:42 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Weather A winter storm warning continues for elevations above 7,000 in 
northwest Beaverhead County, including the Anaconda Range 
and Pioneer Mountains.  These areas could see 10-20 inches of 
snow and caution to drivers is advised. 
 

102510  0:17 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 
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Weather With back country winter conditions in full force, the Avalanche 
Center advise avoiding skiing, snow-shoeing or hiking in terrain 
traps like gullies and road cuts.  Carry avalanche rescue gear and 
be informed of the latest conditions. 
 

110910  2:10 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Weather Highway Patrol reports 53 accidents along I-90 since 4 p.m. 
today, including stretches along Butte, Belgrade, Bozeman and 
Livingston.  Billings has been slammed with snow today and a 
“slick street” policy is in effect with 116 accidents reported from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m.  Brutal winter weather is expected through the 
weekend in these regions.  Winter Storm Warnings are posted 
for Bozeman and Ennis areas with 6-12 inches of accumulation 
possible.  Wind chill advisories are posted for the Missoula, 
Flathead and Mission Valleys with chills falling from 10-20 
below zero Saturday and early Sunday.  Please excise extreme 
protective measures if you need to be outside for any reason. 
 

111910  2:05 
VO 
News at 10 

Weather Here are some cold weather safety facts to help better prepare 
you for the coming sub-zero temperatures:  Dress warmly, in 
layers, and keep those clothes dry.  Wool, micro-fleece and 
insulative fabrics hold more heat in, whereas cotton can wick 
your heat away.  Wear a hat and/or scarf to cover your face and 
mouth; mittens keep hands warmer than gloves.  Watch for signs 
of frostbite and hypothermia, and seek medical attention if 
either are suspected.  Avoid unnecessary exertion outdoors and 
it puts an extra strain on your heart.  Check in frequently on 
older relatives or neighbors since they are more susceptible to 
cold temperatures, and don’t forget to provide shelter and a 
source of unfrozen water to outdoor pets.  See also Safety and 
Health. 
 

111910  0:39 
VO/FSG 
News at 6 & 10 

Weather Dangerous conditions have cancelled Greyhound Bus routes, 
leaving busses stopped in Billings and Spokane.  American Red 
Cross has opened a shelter at Keltz Arena at the Montana 
Western Campus in Dillon for stranded travelers due to the 
closure of I-15 and Monida Pass.  Organizers report 70 people in 
the shelter this evening, but are expecting more due to holiday  
travel.  Red Cross has 8 volunteers staffing the shelter.  Roads 
were so bad that Missoula schools did not open after getting 

112410  0:52 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 
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reports from City and County road crews.  See also Safety. 
 

 

 


