
    
 

K42BZ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   

 

 

Community Issues Report 
Third Quarter 2010 
KTVM (K42BZ-TV) Bozeman, MT 

 

 

 

Topics of Focus: 
1. Crime and Safety 
2. Economy / Economic Recovery 
3. Education 
4. Health / Healthcare 
5. Housing / Homelessness 
6. Jobs / Employment 
7. Fish, Wildlife & Parks / Environment 
8. Substance Abuse / DUIs 
9. Taxes / Government Spending 
10. Weather 

 

 

 



    
 

K42BZ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   

 

 

Community Issues Report 
Third Quarter 2010 
Montana Today 

 

 

 

Topics of Focus: 
1. Crime and Safety 
2. Economy / Economic Recovery 
3. Education 
4. Health / Healthcare 
5. Jobs / Employment 
6. Politics 
7. Substance Abuse / DUIs 
8. Taxes / Government Spending 
9. Tourism 
10. Weather 

 

 



    
 

K42BZ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Montana Today 
Community Issues Report 

Third Quarter 2010 (Chronological Order by Topic) 

 

Issue News Story Date/TL/Format 

Crime and 
Safety 

The Montana Department of Transportation is working on 
a project to keep people from talking or texting while 
driving.  MDT is labeling turnoffs on highways as places for 
drivers to stop to use their cell phones.  A total of 18 signs 
will be placed in places that have cell coverage around 
western Montana. 
 

070110  0:33 
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

The White Sulphur Springs City Council passed an 
ordinance requiring owners of pit-bull, Rottweiler and 
Doberman breeds to obtain liability insurance.  Owners of 
other breeds will be required to obtain insurance if their 
dog bites a person or acts aggressively.  People who owned 
the above breeds prior to enforcement of the ordinance are 
not required to purchase insurance. 
 

070210  0:32 
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

Toyota has started recalling more than 90,000 Lexus and 
Crown vehicles due to stalling issues.  Eventually upwards 
of 130,000 vehicles will be recalled worldwide.  To date, 
Toyota has recalled 8.5 million vehicles for safety-related 
and other issues. 
 

070510  0:28 
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

The U.S. Senate has passed the Tribal Law and Order Act, a 
bill granting American Indian Tribes more authority to 
fight crime on reservations.  The Act appoints special U.S. 
Attorneys to reservations to make sure violent crimes are 
prosecuted, provides more police training, and improves 
data gathering.  The House needs to pass the bill before 
President Obama can sign it into law. 
 

070510  0:23 
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

Because some shipping companies refuse to handle 
medical marijuana shipments, the Billings Police 
Department to become a roundabout pot delivery service.  
When shipping companies discover packages containing 
marijuana, they turn it over to the police.  If the police find 
it to be legal medical marijuana, they contact the recipient 

070510  0:31 
VO 
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or deliver it themselves.  If they do not, they could be held 
liable for not returning the pot to it’s owner. 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

Yellowstone officials have closed a campground to tents 
because of Grizzly bear aggression in Norris campground, 
on the Park’s Westside.   One bear entered several tents 
and bit a generator.  Later in the day he returned with 
another bear.  Park Rangers are allowing hard-sided 
campers to stay throughout the holiday weekend, and will 
attempt to relocate the bears. 
 

070510  0:29 
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

Due to dry weather conditions, the Ravalli County 
Commission has imposed Stage One Fire Restrictions.  No 
campfires are allowed unless in a designated campsite, and 
no smoking unless you are in a car, building or a three-foot 
area that does not contain any flammable material around 
it.  See also Weather. 
 

072010  1:27 
PKG 

Crime and 
Safety 

Wildlife experts are cautioning people to be aware of an 
increasing number of bear sightings across southwest 
Montana.  Bears are turning up in unprecedented numbers 
in lowland areas to find food, due to diminished supply 
caused by early freeze last fall and followed by a late, wet 
spring.  While they may not necessarily be more aggressive 
in behavior, they do have an increased appetite and are 
more intent on finding food.  This also presents more 
potential for bears to be hit by cars.  Bear experts caution 
resident sot not leave pet food or trash outdoors.  Hikers 
and hunters should stay alert to their surroundings and 
carry bear spray. 
 

072310  1:01 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

Last year’s ordinances to outlaw panhandling have not 
stopped the practice of begging, however Police say that 
having the law in place, which fines offenders, acts as a tool 
to make contact with the growing transient community to 

072010  0:51 
VO/SOT 
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help solve crimes.  Missoula City Police will present a 
report on the panhandling ordinance to the City Council 
later this week. 
  

Crime and 
Safety 

The U.S. Senate has passed a comprehensive new Aviation 
safety Bill, developed in response to the commuter airline 
that crashed in Buffalo, NY, killing 50 people.  The Bill 
overhauls rules for pilot work/rest schedules, required 
airlines to hire more experienced pilots and provide better 
training. 
 

073010  0:28 
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

Health officials warn of an outbreak of gastrointestinal 
illness from contaminated drinking water at a resort near 
Hebgen Lake.  Dozens of people fell ill from contaminated 
water at a suspected well at Campfire Lodge resort, and it 
is believed more than seventy others may have been 
exposed.  Crews have turned off one well and one nearby 
restaurant has been temporarily closed.  Officials warn that 
people in the area should take the precaution of boiling 
water for 20 minutes before consuming, or use bottled 
water.  Anyone experiencing symptoms of diarrhea, 
cramping, abdominal pain or fever should seek medical 
treatment.  See also Health. 
 

080210  0:57  
PKG 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

In an effort to make roads safer, Missoula Police are 
handing out citations to drivers who run red lights.  Four 
percent of Americans admit to running red lights, one 
percent often.  Safety officials believe that cutting down on 
accidents and fatalities will be a probability with this type 
of enforcement. 
 

080410  0:26 
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

Medical Marijuana patients report no problems with TSA 
as they go through airport security with cannabis plants in 
their carry-on luggage.  Under regulations, patients can 
even change planes in states where medical marijuana is 

080510  0:28 
VO/SOT/TAG 
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legal.  Passengers carrying medical marijuana are not 
allowed to leave the terminal in states that have not 
legalized it.  Being able to fly enables patients to avoid 
driving through states where it is prohibited. 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has 
begun an investigation into the Kia Soul steering system.  
The Agency reports that it has received a single claim that 
the steering wheel came off the shaft while driving in a 
vehicle only two months old with low mileage.  The 
preliminary investigation will cover inquiries into more 
than 50,000 vehicles. 
 

081710  0:31 
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

Montana Firefighters and Emergency Responders are 
taking classes provided by the National Auto Body Council 
on how to remove victims from hybrid cars without danger 
of shock.   Also, stronger materials in car manufacturing 
make necessary learning to use alternate cutting tools to 
the “Jaws of Life” to open cars with high strength metal 
frames.   Another new feature for them to be aware of is the 
risk of secondary airbags.  The Council is sponsoring 
similar events all over the country. 
 

081810  0:44 
VO/SOT 

Crime and 
Safety 

A new survey from AAA shows that nearly 60% of dog 
owners have driven while distracted by their pets as 
passengers.  Only one in six drivers use animal restraints.  
Some states have even made it against the law to drive with 
a pet in your lap. 
 

081910  0:25 
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

More than 220 million eggs have been recalled after being 
linked to a salmonella outbreak at Wright County Egg Farm 
in Iowa, one of the largest egg producers in the Country.  
Experts say that salmonella can live on the shells of the 
eggs and then become transferred to food when the egg is 
cracked.  Right now the recall is voluntary.  Food safety 

081910  0:39 
VO 
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officials advise hard boiling eggs to eliminate risk. 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

Missoula banks are on the lookout for counterfeit bills.  
Law enforcement officials give the following tips to look for 
on $20 bills: lack of security strip on the left side; real 
money has multiple colors and little 20’s on the back side.  
The U.S. Secret Services have a Website to help you 
compare a fake to real $50 bill.  Banks advise taking 
suspected counterfeit money to authorities. 
 

081910  1:44 
PKG 

Crime and 
Safety 

The Centers for Disease Control reports there are 200 new 
cases of egg-related salmonella in addition to the 1,500 
already reported.  Two barns at Wright County Egg Farm 
and Hilldale Farms contain the same strain of salmonella 
which has been traced to bacteria in commercial chicken 
feed.  See also Health. 
 

082710  0:31 
VO 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Foreclosures account for a third of all sales during the first 
three months of 2010, according to a new report from real 
estate watchdog RealtyTrac.  The distressed homes sold for 
an average 27% less than distressed homes and included 
properties sold in short sales or following bank 
repossessions. 
 

070110  0:26 
VO 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Brendad Moles discussed the WORD non-profit 
organization whch provides safe, affordable housing using 
sustainable methods, as well as financial fitness counseling 
and foreclosure prevention classes.  For more information 
call 460-360-9703. 
 

070210 0:44 
Interview 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

A federal report commissioned by the U.S. Forest Service 
shows that over 223,000 jobs are linked to federal land.  
Over 170 million people visited such areas for recreational 
activities such as hiking and biking, leading the reporting 
consultants to the conclusion that economic development 

070910  2:00 
PKG 



    
 

K42BZ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Montana Today 
Community Issues Report 

Third Quarter 2010 (Chronological Order by Topic) 

 

Issue News Story Date/TL/Format 

officials should examine ways that communities can benefit 
from better utilizing the forest and grassland areas as a 
tool to stimulate economic development.  See also Jobs. 
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

In Bozeman, hail repair business from all over the country 
have opened up temporary shops to take advantage of the 
severe damage caused by the recent hail storm event.  
However, locals say that the money that the influx of 
workers will bring to Bozeman’s local economy is 
temporary and will not benefit established businesses in 
the area.  Many Bozeman auto and roofing businesses have 
posted signs encouraging people to keep business local.  
Another benefit to using local business is having someone 
nearby that you can call in the event of future warranty 
issues with the work that was performed. 
 

070910  2:00 
PKG 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Butte City and County officials report that the areas 6.9% 
unemployment rate will rise even higher after the recent 
loss of 40 jobs at St. James Hospital.  Up to 50 more jobs are 
expected to be cut by St. James in the near future.  The 
Hospital sites a decline in patient admissions and increase 
in charity cases that are causing a $1 million a month drain.  
See also Healthcare and Jobs. 
 

072110  0:49 
V/S/T 
News at 6 & 10 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Social networking sites are giving businesses new ways to 
reach potential customers.  In Missoula, Submishmash has 
created a way for publishers to accept and create revenue 
from online submissions.  Between 30-50,000 people use 
Submishmash daily, 60% of them through Facebook and 
Twitter.  Submishmash gives its software to publishing 
houses for free.  Writers and artists are charges a small fee 
to use it. 
 

072110  2:14 
PKG 

Economy / 
Economic 

President Obama signed the Financial Reform bill last night 
designed to prevent another Wall Street Crisis. The 

072210  1:19 
VO/SOT/TAG 
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Recovery legislation sets up a new federal agency to oversee 
consumer lending and set up a warning system to help 
avoid financial risks.  For further information on when the 
bill will be voted on by Senate, check out the Fast Link on 
NBCMontana.com. 
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

The Department of Public Assistance reports that a record 
number of Montanans are relying on food stamps to get by, 
with 12% receiving the benefits so far this year.  The debit 
card system that is issued to food stamp recipients in 
specific amounts is redeemable for food items at most 
grocery stores.  There are a reported 18,000 more 
recipients this year over last, representing a $20 million 
increase in spending from 2009.  The SNAP (Supplemental 
Nutrition Program) would like to get the message out that 
this is something to be taken advantage of if you qualify for 
assistance.  The Montana Food Bank Network will be 
holding several distributions in August.  For more 
information, click on the Fast Link at NBCMontana.com.  If 
you can help volunteer, call 721-3825. 
 

073010  1:49 
PKG 
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Federal Officials today approved a $90 million grant to 
improve high speed internet across parts of rural Montana.  
Montana Opticon of Big Sky will bury a fiber optic cable 
that will provide broadband access to over 18,000 in 
Gallatin County.  The project is expected to also infuse the 
local economy with some of the $64 million dollars that 
will be used from federal grant to make the improvements.  
See also Govt. Spending. 
 

080410  0:26 
PKG 
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Governor Schweitzer announced that renowbed experts 
such as Warren Buffet will be speaking at the Economic 
Summit in Butte next month.  The focus will be Montana’s 
economic future and ways to make making high tech jobs 
available in even rural parts of the state.    CEOs from 

082510 0:44 
PKG 
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Microsoft, General Electric and Berkshire Hathaway will 
also address listeners. 
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Missoula Building Industry Association is a non-profit that 
caters to development and ethics of the building industry.  
The annual Parade of Homes will feature eight homes this 
year, including a student-built house, Sept. 16-19, that will 
be raffled off. 
 

091310  0:26 
Interview 

Education Jani Olsen of Montana Youth Challenge Academy discussed 
the MYCA’s mission to assist youths ages 16-18 who are at 
risk of not finishing traditional high school.  This is a state 
and federally fumnded program to teach life and leadership 
skills and promote self-confidence, with a one-year 
mentoring phase to provide a support system for graduates 
when they return home. 
 

070210  0:46 
Interview 

Education Two Big Fork High School students and their teacher are 
making national headlines with a unique cave mapping 
system.  Forming the Cave Club, the students offer free 
services to the Park System, which does not currently have 
a budget sufficient to pay for cave mapping.  National 
Geographic and other National Parks outside of Montana 
are making inquiries into their work.  In the coming weeks 
the students and their teacher will present their mapping 
systems at a trade convention in San Diego in the hopes of 
raising funding for continued projects. 
 

070510  1:05 
VO/SOT/TAG 

Education Helena School District’s plan to expand its Sex-Ed 
curriculum is being criticized by some parents as being 
“too much, too soon” and gaining national attention.  
According to the Helena Superintendent, the new 
curriculum was complied with the assistance of 30-40 
experts, including nurses, teachers and law enforcement, 
using national and state health standards as guidelines.  

071310  2:23 
PKG 
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The curriculum outlines that as early as kindergarten, 
children be taught names for reproductive body parts, and 
first-graders the proper term for same-sex attraction.  The 
new material is open for public comment with the District 
Goal of having a new curriculum in place by August. 
 

Education The text and email alert system set up to warn University 
of Montana students of dangers on campus may need some 
tweaking.   Swat Team were deployed to the campus after 
anonymous threats to blow up the campus were send by 
email.  More than an hour after the alert was sounded, 
officials finally sent the warning out to students via email 
and text messages. Many claimed that they knew about he 
scare long before the messages were received.  The school 
has not yet made comment on the delay of warning 
students. 
 

072210  1:12 
VO/SOT/TAG 

Education Kalispell schools decided not to enact a pay-to-play system 
for middle school activities as a fix for a $600,000 budget 
shortfall.  The PTP system would have charge students $35 
for each extra-curricular activity.  Board Members thought 
that this system would deny some students from having 
opportunities  to participate and would force more costs on 
the community.  Through other cuts, the shortfall is now 
down to $20,000 and the Board hopes to have the rest 
figured out by the August meeting. 
 

072310  0:49 
VO/SOT/TAG 

Education University of Montana economists will present a midyear 
economic update at meetings in the next few weeks in 
seven Montana cities, focusing on national and local trends.  
The meetings have been organized by the Montana 
Chamber Organization and designed with the intent of 
helping people make business decisions.  The first meeting 
will be this Thursday in Kalispell, and the last on August 
12th in Missoula.  For a complete list of locations, go to 

072610  0:33 
VO 
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NBCMontana.com. 
 

Education After a failed levy, Flathead Valley School District slashed 
$600,000 from its budget, with leaders looking for ways to 
trim more last night.  Solutions include cutting 
maintenance, early retirement of some workers and not 
filling some open positions.  Future solutions may include 
cutting the number of high school classes, larger class sizes, 
fewer support services for elementary schools and 
trimming extracurricular activities. 
 

080410  1:18 
VO/SOT/TAG 

Education Missoula Schools are set to launch the 21st Century Schools 
Initiative, with the goal of creating a Master Plan for 
teaching and learning.  The District’s plan includes the 
statement that today’s students are different than those in 
the past and they want to make sure that students are 
equipped with skills to succeed in today’s society.  The 
Master Plan could lead to a change in classroom practices 
almost immediately. 
 

081710  0:27 
VO 

Education University of Montana will be one of 25 schools to 
participate in the first ever World Varsity of Fly Fishing 
Competition this weekend in Ireland.  Each team is made 
up of one teacher and one student. 
 

082510  0:34 
VO 

Education Anya Vasquez of Families First discusses new exhibit at the 
Families First Children’s Museum, “Go-Grow Grocery”.  The 
purpose is to educate families to discuss healthy eating 
habits.  The grand opening is Sept. 16 and admission is free. 
 

091510 0:40 
Interview 

Education Principal Jeff Horny of Elrod School in Kalispell discussed 
the U.S. Dept. Of Education’s Blue Ribbon Schools Program 
honors public and private k-12 schools that are high 
performing or have improved student achievement to high 
levels, especially among disadvantaged students.  Each 

093010 0:54 
Telephone 
Interview 
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year since 1982 the Dept. of Education has sought out 
schools where student attain and maintain high academic 
goals. 
 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

The Marcus Daly Hospital campus is now tobacco free, 
inside buildings as well as outside.  Patients, visitors and 
employees will be banned from using tobacco in any form 
on the property or in Hospital-owned clinics. Doctors may 
prescribe tobacco patches for patients if requested.  A 
campus-wide tobacco ban that was announced last 
summer began in Butte yesterday at Montana Tech.  The 
school’s chancellor says that even using tobacco in vehicles 
that are on the property is not allowed.  
 

070210  1:02 
VO/SOT/TAG 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

New labeling standards for sunscreen are in the works by 
the FDA so that consumers will be able to tell which offer 
broad-spectrum protection, blocking both UVA and UVB 
rays.  The proposed rules would  limit SPF value at 50, 
because experts doubt that a sun protection factor above 
that cannot be proven.  Dermatologists recommend liberal 
use of sunscreen, applied every 2-3 hours.  Targets “Up & 
Up” sunscreen was recently rated as a best buy by 
Consumer Reports at $5 a bottle. 
 

070710  1:51 
PKG 
 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs will unveil a new 
process to help veterans suffering from Post Traumatic 
Stress Syndrome.  The new system acknowledges that 
soldiers returning from battle suffer wounds that won’t 
show up on an Xray.   The Obama Administration is laying 
out a streamlined application process for treatment of 
soldiers returning home.  It is estimated that 20% of 
returning veterans (300,000) have symptoms of PSTD or 
depression.  
 

071210  1:35 
PKG 

Health/ Right now 500,000 Americans are diagnosed with 071210  1:15 
PKG 
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Healthcare Alzheimer’s every year.  That number is expected to double 
by 2050.  A new Website launched by the Alzheimer’s 
Association is helping caregivers of Alzheimer’s patients 
find customized care.  TrialMatch links patients with 
clinical trials to treat their specific type of Alzheimer’s.  
Patients, caregivers and doctors can log on or call a 24-
hour hotline to start the matching process.  Those who 
participate have access to new medications, doctors who 
specialize with the disease and state-of-the-art treatment.  
Even it patients don’t end up finding help for themselves, 
their participation may help someone else. 
 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

A new study in mice with Alzheimer’s suggests that 
walnuts may play a role in protecting memory.  After a year 
of ingesting what would be an equivalent of 1 ounce of 
walnuts to a human daily, the mice showed significant 
improvement in learning, memory and motor skills 
compared to mice that were not fed the nuts. 
 

071210  0:24 
VO 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

A British study reveals that low levels of vitamin D are 
linked to a 42% higher risk of cognitive impairment among 
people 65 and older.  Those with severe vitamin D 
deprivation were 390% more likely to have memory 
problems.  Scientists believe that taking supplemental 
vitamin D may help, but more conclusive research needs to 
be conducted. 
 

071210  0:26 
VO 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Flathead City-County Health Department warns that 
Swimmer’s Itch, an allergic reaction to parasites, is hitting 
some areas in the Flathead Valley.  Symptoms include 
skiing tingling, itching or small reddish bumps.  Health 
officials advise toweling off immediately after getting out of 
the water, or rinsing is best.  Avoid swimming in shallow 
water or areas where there are a lot of water fowl.  If you 
do swim in a pond, avoid feeding the water fowl, as they 

072110  0:49 
VO/SOT/TAG 
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are carriers.  Most cases do not require medical attention. 
 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Butte City and County officials report that the areas 6.9% 
unemployment rate will rise even higher after the recent 
loss of 40 jobs at St. James Hospital.  Up to 50 more jobs are 
expected to be cut by St. James in the near future.  The 
Hospital sites a decline in patient admissions and increase 
in charity cases that are causing a $1 million a month drain.  
See also Economy and Jobs. 
 

072010  0:42 
VO/SOT/TAG 
 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Missoula vets are warning dog owners to watch out for 
highly contagious Kennel Cough.  Older dogs and puppies 
are most susceptible and it can be deadly in extreme cases. 
Dogs can pick up Kennel Cough in dog parks, grooming 
facilities and boarding facilities.  Vets surmise that the 
disease is afflicting more dogs because of changes in our 
environment, which can lower a dog’s immune system.  
Treatment includes prescription cough medicine and 
antibiotics. 
 

072210  0:51 
VO/SOT/TAG 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Valley Veterans Service Center is working to obtain claims 
in compensation for Ravalli County veterans, many of them 
suffering from PST.  Since January $2.3 million in claims 
has been paid out, 57% for Vietnam-era vets, 17% for 
Iraq/Afghan vets, and 10% for WWII vets.  Next door to the 
Center is a VA-Tele-Health Clinic, a Veterans 
Administration Medical System that opened last month 
where vets can visit with a designated doctor over a special 
television setup. 
 

072210  2:08 
PKG 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Heart specialists from around the world gathered in 
Missoula yesterday to hear about new techniques and tools 
to offer improved recovery time and better health to heart 
surgery patients.  One major change presented is not 
cutting open a patient from the front and sawing through 

072310  0:48 
VO/SOT/TAG 
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the breastbone.  New procedures include surgery from the 
side with tiny holes instead of disrupting the skeleton.  
Patients are discharged in 2-3 days with this method 
instead of weeks.  For more information, go to 
NBCMontana and click on the Heart Conference article. 
 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Health officials warn of an outbreak of gastrointestinal 
illness from contaminated drinking water at a resort near 
Hebgen Lake.  Dozens of people fell ill from contaminated 
water at a suspected well at Campfire Lodge resort, and it 
is believed more than seventy others may have been 
exposed.  Crews have turned off one well and one nearby 
restaurant has been temporarily closed.  Officials warn that 
people in the area should take the precaution of boiling 
water for 20 minutes before consuming, or use bottled 
water.  Anyone experiencing symptoms of diarrhea, 
cramping, abdominal pain or fever should seek medical 
treatment.  See also Safety. 
 

080210  0:57  
PKG 
 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Soldiers who suffer brain injuries are at higher risk of 
developing Epilepsy, even years later as revealed by a 
recent study with 200 veterans with traumatic brain 
injuries that happened up to 35 years prior.  Brain scans 
for lesions and intelligence testing showed that 44% of the 
group has post-traumatic Epilepsy, and 13% of these cases 
did not show up until more than 14 years after the initial 
injury. 
 

081010  0:30 
VO 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Researchers report that there is no such thing as “only 
child syndrome” in middle and high school aged kids.  A 
similar study of kindergarten aged kids found that kids 
without siblings had poorer social skills.  Doctors conclude 
that interacting with peers in school and extracurricular 
activities provides a venue for improvement of social skills. 
 

0811610  0:40 
VO 
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Health/ 
Healthcare 

Health and Human Services announced today that Montana 
will receive $1 million to offset unreasonable healthcare 
hikes and insurance premiums.  The money comes from the 
Affordable Care Act and will be used to improve oversight 
and take action against insurers that are found raising 
premiums unreasonably. 
 

081810  0:39 
VO 
 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

The Centers for Disease Control reports there are 200 new 
cases of egg-related salmonella in addition to the 1,500 
already reported.  Two barns at Wright County Egg Farm 
and Hilldale Farms contain the same strain of salmonella 
which has been traced to bacteria in commercial chicken 
feed.  See also Safety. 
 

082710  0:31 
VO 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Obama Administration workers are traveling the country 
to outline Health Care Reform.  Medicare patients will 
receive a $250 rebate once they spend $2,800.  They will 
pay only half of their claims once they are in the coverage 
gap.  In two years, more people will be eligible for 
Medicare.  For details go to NBCMontana.com. 
 

082710  0:53 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

New stats show that older teens go the Emergency Room 
more times for sports-related concussions,  however, 
concussions among younger players, aged 8-13, have 
doubled since 1997.  Middle schoolers may not be telling 
coaches that they are having symptoms.  The Montana high 
School Association has strengthened its Concussion 
Guidelines to dictate that a player who exhibits any 
symptom of concussion must be pulled from the game and 
cannot reenter until cleared by medical professional. 
 

083110  0:54 
VO/SOT/TAG 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

A Montana State University Assistant Professor of Nursing 
has won a $250,000 grant to find more effective ways to 
increase awareness of the dangers of Radon and help 
reduce exposure to it.  Laura Larsson received the grant 

091310  0:21 
VO 



    
 

K42BZ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Montana Today 
Community Issues Report 

Third Quarter 2010 (Chronological Order by Topic) 

 

Issue News Story Date/TL/Format 

along with 12 other nursing educators in the nation by the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.  Radon, a colorless, 
odorless gas, is the leading cause of lung cancer for non-
smokers. 
 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Walgreens is offering a new flu shot gift card, designed to 
encourage everyone 6 months or older to get the shot.  The 
card is not redeemable for other merchandise. 
 

091410  0:24 
VO 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Julie kleickbusch of American Red Cross encourages 
participation in Platelet Donor Week.  All blood types are 
encouraged. 
 

091410 0:44 
Interview 

Health/ 
Healthcare 

Kim McKearan of the Community Medical Center discussed 
Safe Kids Pediatric Day at the CMC Campus happening on 
September 26. 
 

092210  0:49 
Interview 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

A federal report commissioned by the U.S. Forest Service 
shows that over 223,000 jobs are linked to federal land.  
Over 170 million people visited such areas for recreational 
activities such as hiking and biking, leading the reporting 
consultants to the conclusion that economic development 
officials should examine ways that communities can benefit 
from better utilizing the forest and grassland areas as a 
tool to stimulate economic development.  See also 
Economic Recovery. 
 

070910  2:00 
PKG 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

Butte City and County officials report that the areas 6.9% 
unemployment rate will rise even higher after the recent 
loss of 40 jobs at St. James Hospital.  Up to 50 more jobs are 
expected to be cut by St. James in the near future.  The 
Hospital sites a decline in patient admissions and increase 
in charity cases that are causing a $1 million a month drain.  
See also Healthcare and Economy. 

072110  0:49 
V/S/T 
News at 6 & 10 

Jobs/ Governor Schweitzer unveiled a new clean tech business, 082410  0:35 
VO/SOT/TAG 



    
 

K42BZ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Montana Today 
Community Issues Report 

Third Quarter 2010 (Chronological Order by Topic) 

 

Issue News Story Date/TL/Format 

Employment Mori-Bachi, that could bring up to 30 jobs to Montana.   The 
company plans to manufacture LED lights.  The Governor 
will reveal more details as the plans congeal. 
 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

Montana Food Bank Network’s federal stimulus money is 
running out, however it is not stopping plans to distribute 
8 million pounds of food before the end of the year, nearly 
double 2008’s total distribution.  The Food Bank plans to 
apply for a $250,000 federal grant to help pay for two new 
refrigerated trailers and patchwork for their leaky 
warehouse.  They are also asking for donations. 
 

082510  0:56 
VO 

Politics Today the White House Press Secretary announced that 
“we cannot have immigration reform passed individually 
by each state through a patchwork of laws” in reference to 
Arizona’s Governor enacting a new law that allows police 
officers to demand legal status.  It is not yet known if a 
federal lawsuit will be filed against the state.  The President 
reiterated that he has promised 500 new troops at the 
Arizona/Mexico border and that reform must include 
eliminating the backlog of immigrants waiting years for 
green cards, keeping families together, securing the border 
and cracking down on businesses that hire illegals. 
 

070110  1:36 
PKG 
 

Politics The Flathead Lakers recognized Governor Scweitzer for his 
efforts to protect the Flathead, honoring him with an award 
for his agreement with British Columbia Premier, Gordon 
Campbell.  The agreement halts mining in the Canadian 
portion of the North Fork Drainage, resulting in Canada 
giving up nearly 7 billion dollars in potential royalties. 
 

071610  0:30 
PKG 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

A Legislative panel has completed wording of a substance 
abuse/driving bill aimed at teens to hopefully target 
Montana’s drinking culture.  In harmony with this bill, 
Mandatory Server Alcohol Training will be voted on by the 

090110  1:28 
PKG 
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legislature.  You may read the DUI proposal at 
NBCMontana.com 
 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

Montana Attorney General Steve Bullock unveiled a new 
$120,000 statewide ad campaign against prescription drug 
abuse, calling it an “Invisible Epidemic”.  Estimates are 300 
Montanans dies every year from misuse of prescription 
drugs – more than the number of those that die on roads.  
The ads, which target parent awareness and encourages 
communication, will run online, print, radio and TV for two 
months. 
 

090810  0:36  
VO 
 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Last night, Kalispell Cit Council approved an amendment to 
accept an FAA grant for the City Airport.  The funds will pay 
95% of the cost to update the current ten-year old Master 
Plan for the airport.  Many decisions will need to be made 
in the course of updating the plan, such as whether to 
include expansion, and considerations related to safety and 
noise. 
 

072010  1:03 
VO/SOT/TAG 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The City of Missoula received over $300,000 in stimulus 
money to upgrade four playgrounds around the city.  
Replacements of equipment will be made at Boyd, 
Sacajawea and Marilyn Parks, and a new playground will 
be added at La Fray Park, with completion in the middle of 
August. 
 

072610  0:33 
VO 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The EPA is giving the City of Missoula $850,000 toward the 
“Browfilelds” restoration of contaminated worksites, such 
as the downtown Sawmill District.  The EPA has given 
Missoula over $2 million for Brownfields cleanup and other 
projects over the last three years.  The money helped to 
build a new soccer field and White Pine Sash Park and 
contributed toward asbestos cleanup at the Burns Street 
Bridge.  The City hopes to make a number of loans to 

072910  1:39 
PKG 
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properties or individuals to redevelop properties or 
perform environmental cleanups to remove toxic materials 
such as lead paint or contaminated soil.  The EPA stipulated 
that this money may not be used for other City services. 
 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The City of Missoula has made a special feature on their 
Tax Assessment Website to allow taxpayers to calculate a 
breakdown on what they are spending on Special 
Maintenance Districts.  All that the user has to do is type in 
their address. 
 

080310  0:25 
VO 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Montana has spent about $500,000 fighting wildfires so far 
this year.  Though this number is likely to climb over the 
next two months of fire season, Governor Schweitzer has 
set aside a $26 million emergency fund to cover natural 
disasters, and on top of that the federal government helps 
pay for firefighting on National Forest land. 
 

080410  0:59 
VO/SOT/TAG 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Federal Officials today approved a $90 million grant to 
improve high speed internet across parts of rural Montana.  
Montana Opticon of Big Sky will bury a fiber optic cable 
that will provide broadband access to over 18,000 in 
Gallatin County.  The project is expected to also infuse the 
local economy with some of the $64 million dollars that 
will be used from federal grant to make the improvements.  
See also Economy. 
 

080410  0:26 
PKG 
 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Many states besides Montana will be offering a “shop tax-
free” weekend for back-to-school shopping.  Today through 
Sunday, 18 states join the tax-free holiday before school 
begins. 
 

080610  0:34 
VO 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Missoula Mayor John Engen pulled the plug on a special fee 
for Missoula non-profit firms.  The proposed the Parks and 
Street District fees faced heavy opposition from churches, 

082010  0L51 
VO/SOT/TAG 
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schools and other non-profits.  Ultimately, the Mayor’s 
analysts realized that the cost of reassessing properties 
would outweigh the returns.  In all, the other Special 
Districts will bring in an estimated half million dollars in 
new tax money. 
 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Governor Schweitzer rebuked online travel company 
Travelocity over a growing tax dispute – the same day that 
Travelocity unveiled a program aimed at promoting 
Montana.  The seven percent bed tax which Montana uses 
to fund tourism advertising has been skirted and only 
partially paid by Travelocity and other internet based 
travel agencies like it.  The Governor stated that he will 
continue in efforts to collect the full tax owed.  See also 
Tourism. 

083110 0:36 
VOGFX 
 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Special Park and Road District fees were passed in 
Missoula last night.  The taxes are designed to fund 
improvements for Missoula’s streets and parks, and passed 
with an 8-4 vote despite being heavily argued by 
opponents.  On average an owner of a 225,000 home would 
pay an extra $13 dollars in the first year. 
 

091410  1:20 
VP/SOT 

Tourism The Missoula Convention and Visitors Bureau supports the 
hope that Missoula’s new airport control tower will make 
the airport more attractive to big airlines, leading to more 
flights and lower fares.   The airport now handles 23 
commercial flights daily to about 220 destinations.  United 
added a direct flight to SFO in June. 
 

072610  0:29 
VO 

Tourism The State’s top tourism administrator, Betsy Baumgart, is 
no longer working for the Commerce Department.  She was 
hired in 2002 to head the Office of Tourism, but officials 
are not commenting on the details of her departure, saying 
that she is entitles to confidentiality in a personal matter.  
She is the third high-level Commerce Department official to 

082510  0:34 
VO 
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leave in the past 6 months. 
 

Tourism Governor Schweitzer rebuked online travel company 
Travelocity over a growing tax dispute – the same day that 
Travelocity unveiled a program aimed at promoting 
Montana.  The seven percent bed tax which Montana uses 
to fund tourism advertising has been skirted and only 
partially paid by Travelocity and other internet based 
travel agencies like it.  The Governor stated that he will 
continue in efforts to collect the full tax owed.  See also 
Taxes. 

083110 0:36 
VOGFX 
 

Tourism Visitors to Glacier National Park rose 17% in August 
compared to 2009 August counts.  Overall, 2010 is up 11% 
from last year.  Although it is impossible to narrow 
visitation growth to one attribute, the huge marketing 
campaigns for the Centennial celebrations and the relative 
stability of gas prices this year are contributing factors. 
 

091710  0:24 
VO 

Weather Forest Officials warn that though fire danger is presently 
low, it may be a matter of time before conditions become 
dry due to expected winds.  As moisture from snow and 
spring rain dissipates, grasses and weeds become potential 
fuel sources for a new season of wildfires.  In areas near 
Bozeman and Yellowstone, National Forest officials advise 
using extreme caution with any spark-producing activities 
outdoors, even if the ground appears to be wet. 
 

071210  1:37 
PKG 
 

Weather Due to dry weather conditions, the Ravalli County 
Commission has imposed Stage One Fire Restrictions.  No 
campfires are allowed unless in a designated campsite, and 
no smoking unless you are in a car, building or a three-foot 
area that does not contain any flammable material around 
it.  See also Safety. 
 

072010  1:27 
PKG 

Weather Fire crews are rushing to beat approaching winds that 072210  1:30 
PKG 
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could knock out their fire lines on the Seigel Creek fire 
south of Plains.  Helicopters are the main weapon of 
defense, as steep slopes present a falling rock danger to fire 
fighters.  Firefighters have so far managed to keep highway 
135 open, however the fire is still only 10% contained and 
they caution that falling rock is also a present danger to 
cars, especially in areas of low visibility. 
 

Weather Margaret Hiza Redsteer, Scientist with the U.S. Geological 
Society, recently received an award from Ken Salazar of the 
Department of Interior Diversity.  She discussed the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, and authored 
part of the Fifth Assessment Report for the Panel. 
 

080610  0:36 
Interview 

Weather University researchers at MSU blame rainy weather and 
moderate temperatures for creating an ideal climate for 
potato blight, the same black leaf lesions that killed potato 
plants and caused the Irish potato famine in the 1800’s.    
Scientists are warning gardeners to remove infected plants 
immediately to prevent the spread to commercial growers. 
 

081910  0:45  
VO/SOT 

Weather Strong winds are making it difficult to fight a 250-acre 
wildfire in the Bitterroot near Stevensville that is burning 
through heavy timber.  It has spread to the ridge that 
divides Lolo and Bitterroot National Forests.  Meantime, 
the Raven Rat Patch fire, which is four lightening-caused 
wildfires burning in central Montana, have merged into one 
15-square mile burn.  That fire is 48 miles north of 
Winnett, south of the Missouri River.  Two choppers, 11 
fire engines and 80 firefighters are on the scene. 
 

082310  1:00 
VO 

Weather Hot temperatures and gusting winds are fueling the Davis 
Fire in Canyon Creek to upwards of 2,000 acres, forcing 
evacuation of around 200 homes.  Firefighters are trying to 
form an anchor behind the fire for structure protection and 

082710 0:37 
PKG 
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an evacuation shelter has been set up at a nearby school. 
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Crime and 
Safety 

Montana Highway Patrol reports that crashes over the 
fourth of July holiday are down in comparison to last year.  
Drunk driving numbers are comparable in the last two 
years, with around twenty drivers charged with DUIs over 
the holiday weekend.  Having more officers visible on 
patrol appears to have made a difference in decreasing the 
number of fatal accidents this year.  See also DUIs. 
 

070510  0:35 
VO/SOT 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

Montana’s Congressional Delegation is pushing the EPA to 
promise that it will not pull out of the asbestos 
contaminated town of Libby before its cleanup work is 
finished.  Health workers report at least 400 people have 
dies in rural Libby from contamination cause by the W.R. 
Grace vermiculite mines that is now closed.  Senators Max 
Baucus and Jon Tester, and Representative Denny Rehberg 
have ask the EPA to clarify it’s future plans for Libby, home 
to 3,900 residents.  See also Politics. 
 

070510  0:43 
VO/TAG 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

The day after Fourth of July can leave some families 
missing and in danger.  The Flathead County Animal 
Shelter advises that it’s one of their busiest days of the 
year, dealing with pet owners attempting to reunite with 
runaway pets.  Animal wardens picked up three animals 
on July 4th and have received more than ten calls today, 
some reporting that animals jumped through windows in a 
panic from the noise.  Officials caution to keep your pets in 
quiet places where they will not be exposed to exploding 
noises and the flashing lights of fireworks, and make sure 
they are wearing I.D. tags containing your contact 
information. 
 

070510  1:27 
PKG 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

Due to dry weather conditions, the Ravalli County 
Commission has imposed Stage One Fire Restrictions.  For 
public safety and to reduce risk of fire, no campfires are 
allowed unless in a designated campsite, and no smoking 

072010  1:27 
PKG 
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unless you are in a car, building, or inside a three-foot area 
that does not contain any flammable material around it. 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

Health officials warn of an outbreak of gastrointestinal 
illness from contaminated drinking water at a resort near 
Hebgen Lake.  Dozens of people fell ill from contaminated 
water at a suspected well at Campfire Lodge resort, and it 
is believed more than seventy others may have been 
exposed.  Crews have turned off one well and one nearby 
restaurant has been temporarily closed.  Officials warn 
that people in the area should take the precaution of 
boiling water for 20 minutes before consuming, or use 
bottled water.  Anyone experiencing symptoms of 
diarrhea, cramping, abdominal pain or fever should seek 
medical treatment.  See also Health. 
 

072710  0:55  
VO/SOT/TAG 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

Law enforcement agencies across the country are 
investing in unmarked Police cars to catch speeders.  
Speeding played a part in 31% of fatal crashes two years 
ago, costing $40 billion in damages.  The National highway 
Traffic Safety Administration believes that unmarked 
traffic enforcement vehicles will target and serve to 
decrease offenses by habitual speeders. 
 

081010  0:29 
VO 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

More than 220 million eggs have been recalled after being 
linked to a salmonella outbreak at Wright County Egg 
Farm in Iowa, one of the largest egg producers in the 
Country.  Experts say that salmonella can live on the shells 
of the eggs and then become transferred to food when the 
egg is cracked.  Right now the recall is voluntary.   See also 
Health. 
 

081910  0:39 
VO 

Crime and 
Safety 

Wildlife experts are cautioning people to be aware of an 
increasing number of bear sightings across southwest 
Montana.  Bears are turning up in unprecedented numbers 

082310  1:01 
VO/SOT 
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in lowland areas to find food, due to diminished supply 
caused by early freeze last fall and followed by a late, wet 
spring.  While they may not necessarily be more 
aggressive in behavior, they do have an increased appetite 
and are more intent on finding food.  This also presents 
more potential for bears to be hit by cars.  Bear experts 
caution resident sot not leave pet food or trash outdoors.  
Hikers and hunters should stay alert to their surroundings 
and carry bear spray. 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

Ford is recalling 575,000 Windstar Minivans produced 
from 1998 to 2003 in the U.S. and Canada.  Officials are 
concerned that rear axles can corrode and potentially 
break.  The recall covers vehicles sold or owned in areas 
where road salting can cause additional corrosion.  No 
injuries have been reported.  Ford will begin to notify 
owners on September 27th and will conduct repairs free of 
charge. 
 

072710  0:31 
VO 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

According to Montana DOT America’s roads are the safest 
they’ve ever been.  The national level of fatalities, 33,808 
in 2009, was down ten percent from 2008.  The drop is 
attributed to safety belt laws, safety features on cars, 
enforcement of drunk driving laws, and even the sluggish 
economy, which has led to a decrease in discretionary 
travel.  See also Economy. 
 

090910  0:36 
VO/SOT 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

Five teens went public today with expressions of gratitude 
that seatbelts saved their life in an SUV crash last night in 
Elkhart, Kansas.  The SUV rolled several times on a dirt 
road and was crushed, but all five walked away with minor 
injuries. 
 

091510   

Economy / 
Economic 

The House passed a financial overhaul bill last night 
designed to prevent another Wall Street Crisis. The 

070110  0:47 
VO/SOT/TAG 
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Recovery legislation sets up a new federal agency to oversee 
consumer lending and set up a warning system to help 
avoid financial risks.  Today is also the first day of new 
overdraft rules for banks. For further information on when 
the bill will be voted on by Senate, check out the Fast Link 
on NBCMontana.com.   
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Yellowstone National Park reports a record number of 
visitors last month, a sign that tourism is booming again in 
the state despite the bad economy.  In 2008 visitors to 
Montana spent over $3 billion dollars.  The Montana Board 
of Tourism is expecting a good summer, crediting the 
state’s natural beauty for it’s continued success.   In state 
and local tax revenue alone, visitor spending brought in 
nearly $230 million.  See also Tourism. 
 

070710  3:02 
PKG 
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Congressman Denny Rehberg began participation in a five-
day tour through western Montana today.  Seventy-five 
people showed up at Flathead Valley Community College 
to ask questions on issues ranging from Economic Reform, 
Health Care Reform, Federal Deficit Spending and Middle 
Class taxes.  Rehberg told those gathered that small 
businesses would be the solution and that the 
“government just needs to get out of the way”.  Next stops 
on his tour include Shelby, Cutbank, Missoula, Polson, 
Superior and Hamilton.  See also Politics. 
 

070810  0:55 
VO/SOT/TAG 
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

A proposal in front of Senate would make money available 
to community banks to loan to small businesses.  Senator 
Max Baucus tried to answer questions related to this 
proposal  and Health Care legislation in a Town Hall 
Meeting in Ravalli County today.  Many business owners 
wanted to know how the proposed health care laws would 
affect companies with fewer than fifty employees.  Baucus 
said that in those cases, employers would be able to 

070810  0:51 
VO?SOT?TAG 
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choose whether to provide insurance.  See also Health 
Care and Politics. 
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

CEOs and top business professionals will headline this 
September at the Montana Economic Development 
Summit in Butte.  Among the speakers will be the U.S. 
Secretary of Energy, Steven Chu, General Electric CEO 
Jeffrey Immelt and Microsoft CEO Steven Ballmer.  Senator 
max Baucus hope that the meeting will introduce the 
State’s entrepreneurs to investors from around the 
country, providing advancement of joint venture 
opportunities. 
 

070810  0:43 
VO/SOT/TAG 
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

During a reelection campaign event supporting Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid today in Nevada, President 
Obama calling on Congress today to provide an additional 
$5 billion dollars in tax credits to clean energy 
manufacturers.  He said the investment would create as 
many as 40,000 additional jobs nationwide and is drawing 
support from Republicans as well as Democrats.  See also 
Jobs, Taxes and Politics. 
 

070910  1:11 
VO/SOT/TAG 
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Butte City and County officials report that the areas 6.9% 
unemployment rate will rise even higher after the recent 
loss of 40 jobs at St. James Hospital.  Up to 50 more jobs 
are expected to be cut by St. James in the near future.  The 
Hospital sites a decline in patient admissions and increase 
in charity cases that are causing a $1 million a month 
drain.  See also Jobs and Healthcare. 

072110  0:49 
V/S/T 
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Vice President Joe Biden is making a stop in Yellowstone 
national Park next week and the Grand Canyon after that 
to talk about the many ways stimulus money has 
improved National Parks and the economy.  The Obama 
Administration claims that millions of dollars in Recovery 
Act funding has created more than a thousand jobs in the 

072310  0:32 
VO 
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two parks.  More than 800 Recovery Act projects are in the 
works in National Parks across the country.  For more 
information on the Vice President’s visit, go to 
NBCMontana.com.  See also Jobs and Politics. 
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

A group called Neighborhood Assistance Corporation is 
holding massive round-the-clock anti-foreclosure clinics to 
help homeowners lower their payments and stay in their 
homes.  People came from across the country to this 
Washington-based event, some camping out and lining up 
at dawn.  NACA work with homeowners to figure out what 
they can afford to spend on house payments and then sits 
down with them to talk out a plan with their bank.  
According to experts, the $50 billion Obama Program to 
assist banks in helping borrowers keep their homes has 
benefitted just 10% of homeowners. 
 

072310  2:03 
PKG 
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Montana Opticon of Big Sky will bury a fiber optic cable 
that will provide broadband access to over 18,000 in 
Gallatin County.  Running from Manhattan through 
Belgrade, Four Corners and Big Sky, bringing a huge 
difference to area schools, such as Monforton in Four 
Corners and the local farming industry.  The project is 
expected to also infuse the local economy with some of the 
$64 million dollars that will be used from federal grant to 
make the improvements.  See also Education and Govt. 
Spending. 
 

080510  1:57 
PKG 
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

The Department of Public Assistance reports that a record 
number of Montanans are relying on food stamps to get 
by, with 12% receiving the benefits so far this year.  The 
debit card system that is issued to food stamp recipients in 
specific amounts is redeemable for food items at most 
grocery stores.  There are a reported 18,000 more 
recipients this year over last, representing a $20 million 

081010  1:49 
PKG 
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increase in spending from 2009.  The SNAP (Supplemental 
Nutrition Program) would like to get the message out that 
this is something to be taken advantage of if you qualify 
for assistance.  For more information, click on the Fast 
Link at NBCMontana.com. 
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Chocolate prices are soon expected to escalate as a fungus 
infected cocoa crop spreads across the ivory coast where 
most of the world’s cocoa is grown.  The fungus, which is 
killing off the crop, is blamed by some experts as due to 
poor farming practices. 
 

081810  0:22 
VO 
 

Health/ 
Health Care 

A proposal in front of Senate would make money available 
to community banks to loan to small businesses.  Senator 
Max Baucus tried to answer questions related to this 
proposal and Health Care legislation in a Town Hall 
Meeting in Ravalli County today.  Many business owners 
wanted to know how the proposed health care laws would 
affect companies with fewer than fifty employees.  Baucus 
said that in those cases, employers would be able to 
choose whether to provide insurance.  See also Economy 
and Politics. 
 

070810  0:51 
VO?SOT?TAG 
 

Health/ 
Health Care 

Topics at the National Governors Association’s three-day 
meeting now in session include economy, environment 
and Health Care Reform.  These bi-partisan meetings are 
designed to give governors a forum to discuss issues 
affecting their states.  Montana Governor Brian Schweitzer 
stated that he would be continuing to challenge expenses 
to the state related to health care and that it was unfair 
thet the cost of prescription drugs wasn’t considered in 
the health care bill.  The NGA was founded in 1908 and 
this is the 102nd annual meeting.  See also Politics. 
 

070910  0:51 
VO/SOT/TAG 
 

Health/ Butte City and County officials report that the areas 6.9% 072110  0:49 
V/S/T 
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Health Care unemployment rate will rise even higher after the recent 
loss of 40 jobs at St. James Hospital.  Up to 50 more jobs 
are expected to be cut by St. James in the near future.  The 
Hospital sites a decline in patient admissions and increase 
in charity cases that are causing a $1 million a month 
drain.  See also Economy and Jobs. 
 

 

Health/ 
Health Care 

Health officials warn of an outbreak of gastrointestinal 
illness from contaminated drinking water at a resort near 
Hebgen Lake.  Dozens of people fell ill from contaminated 
water at a suspected well at Campfire Lodge resort, and it 
is believed more than seventy others may have been 
exposed.  Crews have turned off one well and one nearby 
restaurant has been temporarily closed.  Officials warn 
that people in the area should take the precaution of 
boiling water for 20 minutes before consuming, or use 
bottled water.  Anyone experiencing symptoms of 
diarrhea, cramping, abdominal pain or fever should seek 
medical treatment.  See also Safety. 
 

072710  0:55  
VO/SOT/TAG 
 

Health/ 
Health Care 

It is estimated that 2-3 million Americans have what 
doctors call “the hidden disease, Celiac disease, an immune 
response to a molecule in gluten that prevents absorption 
of nutrients in the small intestine.  Severe cases can cause 
extreme diarrhea, gas and bloating.  IBS is often a 
misdiagnosis for Celiac.  For many sufferers, following a 
gluten-free diet clears up symptoms in a matter of days.  
The downside is that even the slightest exposure to 
glutens can cause symptoms to reappear.  The best way to 
diagnose Celiac is a biopsy of the small intestine, however, 
a simple blood test can also flag the disease. 
 

081010  1:46 
PKG 
 

Health/ 
Health Care 

Health and Human Services announced today that 
Montana will receive $1 million to offset unreasonable 
healthcare hikes and insurance premiums.  The money 

081310  0:28 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News  at 6 & 10 
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comes from the Affordable Care Act and will be used to 
improve oversight and take action against insurers that 
are found raising premiums unreasonably. 
 

Health/ 
Health Care 

More than 220 million eggs have been recalled after being 
linked to a salmonella outbreak at Wright County Egg 
Farm in Iowa, one of the largest egg producers in the 
Country.  Experts say that salmonella can live on the shells 
of the eggs and then become transferred to food when the 
egg is cracked.  Right now the recall is voluntary.   See also 
Safety. 
 

081910  0:39 
VO 

Health/ 
Health Care 

An experimental drug is showing promise in the treatment 
of shrinking melanoma growths, and in some cases, getting 
rid of them altogether.  Called PLX 40-32, the drug targets 
a genetic mutation called b-raf which is found in 
approximately half of all melanoma patients.  The drug 
shows an 80% success rate for patients with b-raf.  Roche 
Pharmaceutical has licensed the drug and it is in a phase 
III trial which will determine if it goes to the FDA for 
approval. 
 

082510  1:45 
PKG 
 

Health/ 
Health Care 

Working to raise awareness of ovarian cancer, women are 
gathering at Camp Make-A-Dream in Gold Creek, Montana.  
Survivors of the disease hope that the combination of 
living life to the fullest, sharing laughter and sharing 
information about the cancer will help others.   

091010  0:47 
PKG 
 

Health/ 
Health Care 

Researchers at University of Virginia report that using 
hand sanitizer is not effective in stopping the spread of the 
common cold or flu.  It is thought that the main benefit of 
using sanitizers is that it encourages people to be more 
hygienic. 
 

091310  1:39 
PKG 
 

Health/ 
Health Care 

Antibiotics, although prescribed to kill off bad bacteria, 
also kill off good bacteria.  A study at Stanford examined 

091310  0:36 
VO 
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the effects of two rounds of antibiotic Cipro on bacteria in 
the stomach.  Over the course of a year, researchers 
noticed subtle effects, altering the composition of 
beneficial bacteria in the gut.  Further study of long-term 
antibiotic effects is in the works. 
 

Education Over a thousand windows were broken at MSU by the 
massive hailstorm that hit Bozeman, causing 
approximately $200,000 in damage just to exterior 
building glass.  Damage costs to roofing and other 
structural materials have yet to be estimated.  Insurance 
adjusters will be compiling damage reports over the next 
few weeks. 
 

070210  1:41 
PKG 
 

Education Two Big Fork High School students and their teacher are 
making national headlines with a unique cave mapping 
system.  Forming the Cave Club, the students offer free 
services to the Park System, which does not currently have 
a budget sufficient to pay for cave mapping.  National 
Geographic and other National Parks outside of Montana 
are making inquiries into their work.  In the coming weeks 
the students and their teacher will present their mapping 
systems at a trade convention in San Diego in the hopes of 
raising funding for continued projects. 
 

070510  1:05 
VO/SOT/TAG 

Education In an effort to stem drop-out rates in high schools, State 
Superintendent Denise Juneau is taking a plan to 
Legislature in 2011 called “Graduation Matters”.  The 
agenda requires students to either graduate or stay in 
school until they reach the age of eighteen.  According to 
the Superintendent, a Federal Grant of $11 million to 
Montana will play an important role in increasing 
graduation rates.  The money will go to struggling schools 
in Frazer, Lame Deer, Pryor, Lodge Grass and possibly 
Hays Lodgepole School District as well if it can address 

072740  1:40 
PKG 
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issues of  eligibility.  See also Government Spending. 
 

Education State school officials have cleared Butte School 
Administrators of allegations of illegal spending of federal 
money.  A formal complaint by Administrative Assistant 
Lisa Andrews of Butte High School that the school was 
mismanaging fund and not supplying adequate textbooks 
or paper to teachers, has been dismissed by the Office of 
Public Instruction. 
 

080410  0:26 
VO 
 

Education Montana Opticon of Big Sky will bury a fiber optic cable 
that will provide broadband access to over 18,000 in 
Gallatin County.  Running from Manhattan through 
Belgrade, Four Corners and Big Sky, bringing a huge 
difference to area schools, such as Monforton in Four 
Corners and the local farming industry.  The project is 
expected to also infuse the local economy with some of the 
$64 million dollars that will be used from federal grant to 
make the improvements.  See also Govt. Spending and 
Economy. 
 

080510  1:57 
PKG 
 

Education Montana’s Governor Schweitzer launched the Governor’s 
Education Forum today, a conference that will focus on 
ways to improve education, not only for k-12, but also for 
people who are out of school.  Issues planned for 
discussion include online courses, lower tuition and 
improved on-the-job training for the existing work force. 
 

081110  1:05 
PKG 
 

Education Montana students performed higher than the rest of the 
nation on ACT tests this year.  The Class of 2010 earned a 
score a point higher than the average national score of 22.   
One of the issues uncovered with the outcomes of ACT test 
is that student career interests do not match up with the 
anticipated job market.  Analysts project that Montana will 
need a lot of teachers in the coming years, however, 

081810  2:30 
PKG 
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testing reveals that not enough students are interested in 
pursuing jobs in education, marketing or sales.  Jobs in 
health care were of the most interest to a larger number of 
students.  Career advisors counter that it’s important to 
remember that job trends and markets are always 
changing, so it’s important to follow your passion, not just 
the economy. See also Jobs. 
 

Education More college students are seeking financial aid than ever 
before during this time of economic downturn.  MSU has 
seen a 15% increase in applications for assistance in the 
past year, and 30% in the last two years.  Director of 
Financial Aid, Brandi Payne, reports that these stats follow 
national trends, partially as a result of people losing jobs 
and going back to school.  She advises that there is plenty 
of money to distribute, but students must make sure they 
apply early and check deadlines.  See also Economy. 
 

081910  0:43 
VO 
 

Education MSU scientists are participating in a five-year study with 
Colorado and Idaho Universities in studying the effects of 
wildfire on climate change.  Scientists will analyze soil and 
plats locally and in Australia where wildfires have caused 
major damage in recent years.  A federal grant of $4 
million will fund the project, and undergrads will have a 
chance to participate in the field.  See also Govt. Spending 
and Weather. 
 

090110  0:46 
VO/SOT 
 

Education Scientists and students travel from all over the world to 
study in MSU’s Sub Zero Science and Engineering 
Laboratory.  Popular Science Magazine featured the lab, 
calling it “one of the most mind-blowing labs in the 
country.”  The lab enables researches to study the effects 
of severe weather on many different projects such as 
agriculture, construction, ecology, transportation and 
biological work, and even has a chamber that can produce 

090310  2:20 
PKG 
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snow and the effects of radiation on snow with a 
controlled skylight.  See also Weather. 
 

Education Helena School District’s expanded Sex Education 
curriculum was complied with the assistance of 30-40 
experts, including nurses, teachers and law enforcement, 
using national and state health standards as guidelines.  
The curriculum outlines that as early as kindergarten, 
children be taught names for reproductive body parts, and 
first-graders the proper term for same-sex attraction.  The 
new material is in the process of being refined with 
contributions from educators and parents. 
 

091510  2:27 
PKG 
 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

Unemployment fell to 9.5% for June.  Experts attribute this 
in part to employers creating 83,000 jobs, even though the 
Census laid off over 250,000 temporary employees.  
Government analysts caution that we need to see more 
sustained job growth. 
 

070210  0:23 
VO/SOT/TAG 
 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

During a reelection campaign event supporting Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid today in Nevada, President 
Obama calling on Congress today to provide an additional 
$5 billion dollars in tax credits to clean energy 
manufacturers.  He said the investment would create as 
many as 40,000 additional jobs nationwide and is drawing 
support from Republicans as well as Democrats.  See also 
Politics, Economy and Taxes. 
 

070910  1:11 
VO/SOT/TAG 
 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

A “cloture” on extension of long-term jobless benefits 
passed by a 60/40 margin in the Senate today, a 
procedural hurdle that clears the way for a final vote 
expected later today.  The cloture breaks a partisan 
stalemate and should keep Republicans from stopping the 
bill’s final approval.  Delays in voting caused a lapse in 

072010  0:26 
VO 
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benefits to approximately 2.5 million Americans. 
   

Jobs/ 
Employment 

Butte City and County officials report that the areas 6.9% 
unemployment rate will rise even higher after the recent 
loss of 40 jobs at St. James Hospital.  Up to 50 more jobs 
are expected to be cut by St. James in the near future.  The 
Hospital sites a decline in patient admissions and increase 
in charity cases that are causing a $1 million a month 
drain.  See also Economy and Healthcare. 
 

072110  0:49 
V/S/T 
 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

Vice President Joe Biden is making a stop in Yellowstone 
national Park next week and the Grand Canyon after that 
to talk about the many ways stimulus money has 
improved National Parks and the economy.  The Obama 
Administration claims that millions of dollars in Recovery 
Act funding has created more than a thousand jobs in the 
two parks.  More than 800 Recovery Act projects are in the 
works in National Parks across the country.  For more 
information on the Vice President’s visit, go to 
NBCMontana.com.  See also Economy and Politics. 
 

072310  0:32 
VO 
 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

The unemployment rate for Baby Boomers, people born 
between 1946 and 1964, has doubled in two years.  Over 
79 million Americans in this age bracket are finding is 
challenging to find employment.  Experts predict this rate 
will remain high over the next few years.  See also 
Economy. 
 

081010  0:29 
VO 
 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

Montana students performed higher than the rest of the 
nation on ACT tests this year.  The Class of 2010 earned a 
score a point higher than the average national score of 22.   
One of the issues uncovered with the outcomes of ACT test 
is that student career interests do not match up with the 
anticipated job market.  Analysts project that Montana will 
need a lot of teachers in the coming years, however, 

081810  2:30 
PKG 
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testing reveals that not enough students are interested in 
pursuing jobs in education, marketing or sales.  Jobs in 
health care were of the most interest to a larger number of 
students.  Career advisors counter that it’s important to 
remember that job trends and markets are always 
changing, so it’s important to follow your passion, not just 
the economy. See also Education. 
 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

The latest report from the Department of Labor shows 
that 7.3% of Montanans were out of work in July, placing 
Montana below the national average of 9.5%.  The State 
Labor Department reports that job gains were widespread 
across most industries, except for the categories of 
government and construction-related industries. 
 

082010  0:25 
VO 
 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

Senator Bauchus and a list of economic superstars are 
gathered to speak to Job Summit attendees and talk about 
Montana’s economic future.  CEOs from Microsoft, General 
Electric and Berkshire Hathaway were on hand to address 
listeners. 
 

091310 0:57 
VO/SOT 
 

Politics Montana’s Congressional Delegation is pushing the EPA to 
promise that it will not pull out of the asbestos 
contaminated town of Libby before its cleanup work is 
finished.  Health workers report at least 400 people have 
dies in rural Libby from contamination cause by the W.R. 
Grace vermiculite mines that is now closed.  Senators Max 
Baucus and Jon Tester, and Representative Denny Rehberg 
have ask the EPA to clarify it’s future plans for Libby, home 
to 3,900 residents.  See also Safety. 
 

070510  0:43 
VO/TAG 
 

Politics Congressman Denny Rehberg began participation in a five-
day tour through western Montana today.  Seventy-five 
people showed up at Flathead Valley Community College 
to ask questions on issues ranging from Economic Reform, 

070810  0:55 
VO/SOT/TAG 
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Health Care Reform, Federal Deficit Spending and Middle 
Class taxes.  Rehberg told those gathered that small 
businesses would be the solution and that the 
“government just needs to get out of the way”.  Next stops 
on his tour include Shelby, Cutbank, Missoula, Polson, 
Superior and Hamilton.  See also Economy. 
 

Politics A proposal in front of Senate would make money available 
to community banks to loan to small businesses.  Senator 
Max Baucus tried to answer questions related to this 
proposal and Health Care legislation in a Town Hall 
Meeting in Ravalli County today.  Many business owners 
wanted to know how the proposed health care laws would 
affect companies with fewer than fifty employees.  Baucus 
said that in those cases, employers would be able to 
choose whether to provide insurance.  See also Health 
Care and Economy. 
 

070810  0:51 
VO?SOT?TAG 
 

Politics Topics at the National Governors Association’s three-day 
meeting now in session include economy, environment 
and Health Care Reform.  These bi-partisan meetings are 
designed to give governors a forum to discuss issues 
affecting their states.  Montana Governor Brian Schweitzer 
stated that he would be continuing to challenge expenses 
to the state related to health care and that it was unfair 
that the cost of prescription drugs wasn’t considered in 
the health care bill.  The NGA was founded in 1908 and 
this is the 102nd annual meeting.  See also Health Care. 
 

070910  0:51 
VO/SOT/TAG 
 

Politics During a reelection campaign event supporting Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid today in Nevada, President 
Obama called on Congress today to provide an additional 
$5 billion dollars in tax credits to clean energy 
manufacturers.  He said the investment would create as 
many as 40,000 additional jobs nationwide and is drawing 

070910  1:11 
VO/SOT/TAG 
 



    
 

K42BZ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Community Issues Report 

Third Quarter 2010 (Chronological Order by Topic) 

 

Issue News Story Date/TL/Format 

support from Republicans as well as Democrats.  See also 
Jobs, Economy and Taxes. 
 

Politics Montana Secretary of State reports that three initiatives 
received sufficient signatures to qualify for the November 
ballot: 1-161 seeking change in the way hunter access 
programs are funded; 1-164 which would cap the interest 
rate that payday loan operators can charge; and 
Constitutional Initiative 105 which would  prevent a tax 
from being created on the transfer of real estate.  For up-
to-date coverage on the counting of signatures by State 
Secretary Linda McCulloch’s office, go to 
NBCMontana.com. 
 

071910  0:29 
VO 
 

Politics Vice President Joe Biden is making a stop in Yellowstone 
national Park next week and the Grand Canyon after that 
to talk about the many ways stimulus money has 
improved National Parks and the economy.  The Obama 
Administration claims that millions of dollars in Recovery 
Act funding has created more than a thousand jobs in the 
two parks.  More than 800 Recovery Act projects are in the 
works in National Parks across the country.  For more 
information on the Vice President’s visit, go to 
NBCMontana.com.  See also Jobs and Economy. 
 

072310  0:32 
VO 
 

Politics President Obama today signed $600 million border 
security bill into law, providing funding for an additional 
1,000 border patrol agents as well as immigration and 
customs enforcement agents.  The funding will also allow 
for more communications equipment along the borders 
and greater use of unmanned surveillance drones.  See 
also Govt. Spending. 
 

081310  0:27  
VO 
 

Politics Big Sky Tea Party Board Members have removed Tim 
Ravndal as their Board President after he made comments 

090710  2:38 
PKG 
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on Facebook that appeared to be bigoted against 
homosexuals.  The comments were interpreted by many to 
be in reference to the 1998 murder in Wyoming of 
Matthew Sheperd, a gay University of Wyoming student 
who was tragically beaten and tied to a fence.  Ravndal’s 
comments on Facebook, although vague and unspecific, 
gave the appearance of being sympathetic to homophobia 
and condoning the actions of the murderers.  Ravndal now 
claims that he was unaware that the Sheperd murder was 
even the topic on which he was commenting on Facebook, 
and he plans to appeal the decision if he is not barred from 
the board meetings. 
 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

A Yellowstone County Deputy Attorney is proposing heavy 
new laws to create stronger punishments for heavily 
intoxicated drivers and those with successive DUIs or 
refuse breath tests.  Under the proposed laws for the 2011 
session, repeat offenders may be charged with Aggravated 
DUI and lose their license for up to ten years, in addition to 
fines in excess of $5,000. 
 

070110  0:43 
VO 
 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

Montana Highway Patrol reports that crashes over the 
fourth of July holiday are down in comparison to last year.  
Drunk driving numbers are comparable in the last two 
years, with around twenty drivers charged with DUIs over 
the holiday weekend.  Having more officers visible on 
patrol appears to have made a difference in decreasing the 
number of fatal accidents this year.  See also Safety. 
 

070510  0:35 
VO/SOT 
 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

Statistics from a University of Montana study show that 
drug offenders who go through treatment for Meth 
addiction in Montana’s state drug-treatment centers rarely 
get into trouble with drugs again.  None of the 299 people 
who complete led nine months at the centers were 
convicted of another drug related offense.  Of the people 

070510  0:39 
VO/SOT/TAG 
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tracked, only three returned to prison for violating 
conditions of community placements.  Montana’s two state 
centers are Nexus in Lewistown, which treats men, and 
Elkhorn n Boulder, which treats women. 
 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

A 60-year old man in Butte faces his ninth DUI charge after 
being arrested in a van being used as his residence.  Justice 
Bob Lee reports that Chaster Kaczmarek’s blood alcohol 
level was three times the legal limit at .21, and that his bail 
is set at $100,000.  If he is able to post bond, he will be 
ordered to wear an alcohol monitoring ankle bracelet and 
will have a wheel-lock or boot placed on his van to prevent 
him from driving. 
 

072710  0:32 
VO/SOT/TAG 
 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

A new $12.3 million state treatment facility was unveiled 
in Anaconda by Governor Schweitzer today as part of the 
“START” program, which stands for “Sanction, Treatment, 
Assessment, Revocation and Transition”, giving offenders 
the venue to get clean and break free of addictions.  The 
State Department of Corrections says that it’s seen a 77% 
drop in recidivism of offenders since it launched the 
program five years ago. 
 

072710  0:32 
VO/SOT/TAG 
 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

In 2005 methamphetamine use was considered an 
epidemic among teens.  New figures show a drop of 33% 
in teen meth use between 2007-2009.  Overall use in 
combined age groups fell over 63%, dropping Montana 
below the national average.  The Montana Meth Project 
(MMP) says taking certain cold medications off of 
drugstore shelves has helped, but warns that a more 
potent, cheaper variation of the drug is on the streets.  
MMP is working to educate Junior high kids that meth is 
1200 times more addictive than other drugs. 
 

080310  0:50 
VO/SOT/TAG 
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Substance Montana Attorney General Steve Bullock unveiled a new 090710  0:29  
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Abuse/DUIs $120,000 statewide ad campaign against prescription drug 
abuse, calling it an “Invisible Epidemic”.  Estimates are 300 
Montanans dies every year from misuse of prescription 
drugs – more than the number of those that die on roads.  
The ads, which target parent awareness and encourage 
communication, will run online, print, radio and TV for 
two months. 
 

 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

A Legislative panel has completed wording of a substance 
abuse/driving bill aimed at teens to hopefully target 
Montana’s drinking culture.  In harmony with this bill, 
Mandatory Server Alcohol Training will be voted on by the 
legislature.  You may read the DUI proposal at KTVM.com. 
 

090110  1:28 
PKG 
 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The House of Representatives has passed a bill outlining a 
$3.4 Billion settlement between the federal government 
and American Indians.  Elouise Cobbell filed the suit 
fourteen years ago, accusing the feds of swindling a half 
million Native Americans out of billions of dollars in Land 
Trust royalties.  The News Channel will keep you up-to-
date on what happens when the bill is presented to the 
President for signature. 
 

070310  0:37 
VO 
 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

A new study estimates that state agencies spent more than 
$1 million fighting noxious weeds.  The Coalition to 
Protect the Rocky Mountain Front released new study 
results, surveying ten difference agencies that manage 
land in Montana.  Nine out of the ten report that efforts to 
eradicate noxious weeds need to be stepped up.  If all 
noxious weed prevention efforts stopped, a 1996 study 
shows that it would cost the state more that $50 million 
annually in lost ranching, hunting and tourism revenue.  
See also Tourism. 
 

070710  0:43 
VO 
 

Taxes/Govt. During a reelection campaign event supporting Senate 070910  1:11 
VO/SOT/TAG 
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Spending Majority Leader Harry Reid today in Nevada, President 
Obama calling on Congress today to provide an additional 
$5 billion dollars in tax credits to clean energy 
manufacturers.  He said the investment would create as 
many as 40,000 additional jobs nationwide and is drawing 
support from Republicans as well as Democrats.  See also 
Jobs, Economy and Politics. 
 

 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The Recovery and Reinvestment Act has pumped over 
$750 million into Yellowstone Park Service improvements.  
Over 800 projects are being funded by the RRA across the 
country, many of them in the form of road projects, 
however one major project for Yellowstone is also a new 
water treatment facility to ensure proper sanitation for 
Park visitors as well as employees. 
 

072610  1:42 
PKG 
 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

In an effort to stem drop-out rates in high schools, State 
Superintendent Denise Juneau is taking a plan to 
Legislature in 2011 called “Graduation Matters”.  The 
agenda requires students to either graduate or stay in 
school until they reach the age of eighteen.  According to 
the Superintendent, a Federal Grant of $11 million to 
Montana will play an important role in increasing 
graduation rates.  The money will go to struggling schools 
in Frazer, Lame Deer, Pryor, Lodge Grass and possibly 
Hays Lodgepole School District as well if it can address 
issues of  eligibility.  See also Education. 
 

072740  1:40 
PKG 
 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Federal officials today approved $90 million in grants to 
improve high speed internet access across rural Montana.  
The money is part of $1.2 billion earmarked by the 
Department of Agriculture for such projects.  Over $64 
million of the funds will be used to expand broadband 
access to more that 18,000 people in Gallatin County.  The 
other $26 million will go to the Fort Peck Indian 

080410  0:26 
VO 
 7 10 
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Reservation. 
 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The DEQ will be spending $343,000 to reclaim 10,800 CY 
of waste rock and tailings at an abandoned mine 19 miles 
south of Butte in the Highland Mountains of Silver Bow 
County. Temporary road delays around the site may be in 
effect throughout the 45-day duration of the project, 
which should be completed in mid-September. 
 

080410  0:37 
VO 
 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Montana Opticon of Big Sky will bury a fiber optic cable 
that will provide broadband access to over 18,000 in 
Gallatin County.  Running from Manhattan through 
Belgrade, Four Corners and Big Sky, bringing a huge 
difference to area schools, such as Monforton in Four 
Corners and the local farming industry.  The project is 
expected to also infuse the local economy with some of the 
$64 million dollars that will be used from federal grant to 
make the improvements.  See also Education and 
Economy. 
 

080510  1:57 
PKG 
 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

President Obama today signed $600 million border 
security bill into law, providing funding for an additional 
1,000 border patrol agents as well as immigration and 
customs enforcement agents.  The funding will also allow 
for more communications equipment along the borders 
and greater use of unmanned surveillance drones.  See 
also Politics. 
 

081310  0:27  
VO 
 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

MSU scientists are participating in a five-year study with 
Colorado and Idaho Universities in studying the effects of 
wildfire on climate change.  Scientists will analyze soil and 
plats locally and in Australia where wildfires have caused 
major damage in recent years.  A federal grant of $4 
million will fund the project.  See also Education and 
Weather. 

090110  0:46 
VO/SOT 
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Tourism A new study estimates that state agencies spent more than 

$1 million fighting noxious weeds.  The Coalition to 
Protect the Rocky Mountain Front released new study 
results, surveying ten difference agencies that manage 
land in Montana.  Nine out of the ten report that efforts to 
eradicate noxious weeds need to be stepped up.  If all 
noxious weed prevention efforts stopped, a 1996 study 
shows that it would cost the state more that $50 million 
annually in lost ranching, hunting and tourism revenue.  
See also Govt. Spending. 
 

070810  0:43 
VO 
 

Tourism Glacier National Park reports record visitation numbers in 
July.  About 673,000 people went through the Park, which 
is up 11.5% from July in 2009.  Entry fees for all of our 
National Parks will be waved this weekend to encourage 
visitation. 
 

081310  0:28 
VO 
 

Tourism Visitors to Glacier National Park rose 17% in August 
compared to 2009 August counts.  Overall, 2010 is up 11% 
from last year.  Although it is impossible to narrow 
visitation growth to one attribute, the huge marketing 
campaigns for the Centennial celebrations and the relative 
stability of gas prices this year are contributing factors. 
 

091310  0:24 
VO 
 

Tourism Governor Schweitzer public hammered online travel 
company Travelocity over a growing tax dispute – the 
same day that Travelocity unveiled a program aimed at 
promoting Montana.  The seven percent bed tax which 
Montana uses to fund tourism advertising has been skirted 
and only partially paid by Travelocity and other internet 
based travel agencies like it.  The Governor stated that he 
will continue in efforts to collect the full tax owed.  See 
also Taxes. 
 

091510 0:54 
VO/SOT 
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Weather Folks in Bozeman are working on repairing the massive 
damage caused by golf-ball sized hail that hit the area and 
learning that storms like this hit fast and hard with little 
notice.  Six people were treated in the local emergency 
room.  Gallatin County is encouraging people to report the 
damage so that officials can determine if the County 
qualifies for special assistance. 
 

070110  0:23 
VO/SOT 

Weather People in southwest Montana are still looking for missing 
pets since the severe hailstorm that made many dogs and 
cats run away.  Area shelters are working to reunite pets 
with owners, but many are not being claimed.  Pet owners 
are urged to bring in a photograph as soon as a pet goes 
missing. 
 

070610  0:46 
VO/SOT/TAG 
 

Weather Due to dry weather conditions, the Ravalli County 
Commission has imposed Stage One Fire Restrictions.  No 
campfires are allowed unless in a designated campsite, 
and no smoking unless you are in a car, building or a 
three-foot area that does not contain any flammable 
material around it.  See also Safety. 
 

072010  1:27 
PKG 
 

Weather Today a tornado creating winds of up to 150 mph is 
responsible for structural devastation, the deaths of two 
people and serious injuries to another in the small 
northeastern Montana town of Reserve.  The National 
Weather Service rated the tornado as 3F.  For First Alert 
warnings of severe weather in your region, go to 
NBCMontana.com. 
 

072710  0:55 
VO/SOT/TAG 
 

Weather Warnings of thunderstorms and a flood watch is in effect 
until midnight tonight for the counties of Silver Bow, 
Ravalli, Deer Lodge and Granite.  This includes all of Butte 
and Hamilton. 
 

080410  0:14 
VO 
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Weather Pathologists at MSU blame rainy weather and moderate 
temperatures for creating an ideal climate for potato 
blight in the Flathead Valley, the same plant disease that 
killed potato plants and caused the Irish potato famine in 
the 1800’s.    Scientists are warning gardeners to remove 
infected plants immediately to prevent the spread to 
commercial growers. 
 

081810  0:56 
VO/SOT 

Weather Strong winds are making it difficult to fight a 250-acre 
wildfire in the Bitterroot near Stevensville that is burning 
through heavy timber.  It has spread to the ridge that 
divides Lolo and Bitterroot National Forests.  Meantime, 
the Raven Rat Patch fire, which is four lightning-caused 
wildfires burning in central Montana, have merged into 
one 15-square mile burn.  That fire is 48 miles north of 
Winnett, south of the Missouri River.  Two choppers, 11 
fire engines and 80 firefighters are on the scene. 
 

082310  1:00 
VO 

Weather A fire weather watch goes into effect Thursday afternoon, 
with potential for elevated danger in dry trends with high 
winds.  The Forest Service reports that they have been 
preparing for the increased danger that this weather 
watch brings, with advanced burnouts and making sure 
they can secure their lines ahead of the winds coming in. 
 

082510  0:26 
VO 
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Crime and 
Safety 

Carl Shell of Butte, charged with child molestation, has 
admitted to raping three boys while working at The 
Learning Childcare Center in Butte.  He has cut a deal with 
prosecutors in exchange for the dropping of two charges, 
but will still face a maximum sentence of one-hundred 
years in prison and fines of $50,000 on two counts.   
 

070110 0:45 
VO/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

Montana Highway Patrol reports that crashes over the 
fourth of July holiday are down in comparison to last year, 
however drunk driving numbers are comparable in the last 
two years, with around twenty drivers charged with DUI 
over the weekend.  MHP officials believe that having more 
officers visible on patrol made a difference in decreasing 
the number of fatal accidents this year. 
 

070510  0:39 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

Montana’s Congressional Delegation is pushing the EPA to 
promise that it will not pull out of the asbestos 
contaminated town of Libby before its cleanup work is 
finished.  Health workers report at least 400 people have 
dies in rural Libby from contamination cause by the W.R. 
Grace vermiculite mines that is now closed.  Senators Max 
Baucus and Jon Tester, and Representative Denny Rehberg 
have ask the EPA to clarify it’s future plans for Libby, home 
to 3,900 residents.  See also Politics. 
 

070510  0:43 
VO/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

The day after Fourth of July can leave some families 
missing and in danger.  The Flathead County Animal 
Shelter advises that it’s one of their busiest days of the 
year, dealing with pet owners attempting to reunite with 
runaway pets.  Animal wardens picked up three animals on 
July 4th and have received more than ten calls today, some 
reporting that animals jumped through windows in a panic 
from the noise.  Officials caution to keep your pets in quiet 
places where they will not be exposed to exploding noises 
and the flashing lights of fireworks, and make sure they are 

070510  1:27 
PJG 
News at 6 & 10 
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wearing I.D. tags containing your contact information. 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

Due to dry weather conditions, the Ravalli County 
Commission has imposed Stage One Fire Restrictions.  For 
public safety and to reduce risk of fire, no campfires are 
allowed unless in a designated campsite, and no smoking 
unless you are in a car, building, or inside a three-foot area 
that does not contain any flammable material around it. 
 

072010  1:27 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

Health officials warn of an outbreak of gastrointestinal 
illness from contaminated drinking water at a resort near 
Hebgen Lake.  Dozens of people fell ill from contaminated 
water at a suspected well at Campfire Lodge resort, and it 
is believed more than seventy others may have been 
exposed.  Crews have turned off one well and one nearby 
restaurant has been temporarily closed.  Officials warn that 
people in the area should take the precaution of boiling 
water for 20 minutes before consuming, or use bottled 
water.  Anyone experiencing symptoms of diarrhea, 
cramping, abdominal pain or fever should seek medical 
treatment.  See also Health. 
 

072710  0:55  
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

Law enforcement agencies across the country are investing 
in unmarked Police cars to catch speeders.  Speeding 
played a part in 31% of fatal crashes two years ago, costing 
$40 billion in damages.  The National highway Traffic 
Safety Administration believes that unmarked traffic 
enforcement vehicles will target and serve to decrease 
offenses by habitual speeders. 
 

081010  0:29 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

Wildlife experts are cautioning people to be aware of an 
increasing number of bear sightings across southwest 
Montana.  Bears are turning up in unprecedented numbers 
in lowland areas to find food, due to diminished supply 
caused by early freeze last fall and followed by a late, wet 

082310  1:01 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 
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spring.  While they may not necessarily be more aggressive 
in behavior, they do have an increased appetite and are 
more intent on finding food.  This also presents more 
potential for bears to be hit by cars.  Bear experts caution 
resident sot not leave pet food or trash outdoors.  Hikers 
and hunters should stay alert to their surroundings and 
carry bear spray. 
 

Crime and 
Safety 

Ford is recalling 575,000 Windstar Minivans produced 
from 1998 to 2003 in the U.S. and Canada.  Officials are 
concerned that rear axles can corrode and potentially 
break.  The recall covers vehicles sold or owned in areas 
where road salting can cause additional corrosion.  No 
injuries have been reported.  Ford will begin to notify 
owners on September 27th and will conduct repairs free of 
charge. 
 

072710  0:31 
VO 
News at 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

According to Montana DOT America’s roads are the safest 
they’ve ever been.  The national level of fatalities, 33,808 in 
2009, was down ten percent from 2008.  The drop is 
attributed to safety belt laws, safety features on cars, 
enforcement of drunk driving laws, and even the sluggish 
economy, which has led to a decrease in discretionary 
travel.  See also Economy. 
 

090910  0:36 
VO/SOT 
News at 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

Bozeman City Manager today swore in five new Police 
officers, including new Chief, Ron Prove.  Bozeman now has 
fifty-nine full time officers, the most the City has ever had 
at one time. 
 

091010  0:39 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Crime and 
Safety 

  

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

The House passed a financial overhaul bill last night 
designed to prevent another Wall Street Crisis. The 
legislation sets up a new federal agency to voersee 

070110  0:47 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 
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consumer lending and set up a warning system to help 
avoid financial risks.  For further information  on when the 
bill will be voted on by Senate, check out the Fast Link on 
NBCMontana.com. 
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Yellowstone National Park reports a record number of 
visitors last month, a sign that tourism is booming again in 
the state despite the bad economy.  In 2008 visitors to 
Montana spent over $3 billion dollars.  The Montana Board 
of Tourism is expecting a good summer, crediting the 
state’s natural beauty for it’s continued success.   In state 
and local tax revenue alone, visitor spending brought in 
nearly $230 million.  See also Tourism. 
 

070710  3:02 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Congressman Denny Rehberg began participation in a five-
day tour through western Montana today.  Seventy-five 
people showed up at Flathead Valley Community College to 
ask questions on issues ranging from Economic Reform, 
Health Care Reform, Federal Deficit Spending and Middle 
Class taxes.  Rehberg told those gathered that small 
businesses would be the solution and that the “government 
just needs to get out of the way”.  Next stops on his tour 
include Shelby, Cutbank, Missoula, Polson, Superior and 
Hamilton.  See also Politics. 
 

070810  0:55 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

A proposal in front of Senate would make money available 
to community banks to loan to small businesses.  Senator 
Max Baucus tried to answer questions related to this 
proposal  and Health Care legislation in a Town Hall 
Meeting in Ravalli County today.  Many business owners 
wanted to know how the proposed health care laws would 
affect companies with fewer than fifty employees.  Baucus 
said that in those cases, employers would be able to choose 
whether to provide insurance.  See also Health Care and 
Politics. 

070810  0:51 
VO?SOT?TAG 
News at 6 & 10 
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Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

CEOs and top business professionals will headline this 
September at the Montana Economic Development Summit 
in Butte.  Among the speakers will be the U.S. Secretary of 
Energy, Steven Chu, General Electric CEO Jeffrey Immelt 
and Microsoft CEO Steven Ballmer.  Senator max Baucus 
hope that the meeting will introduce the State’s 
entrepreneurs to investors from around the country, 
providing advancement of joint venture opportunities. 
 

070810  0:43 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

During a reelection campaign event supporting Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid today in Nevada, President 
Obama calling on Congress today to provide an additional 
$5 billion dollars in tax credits to clean energy 
manufacturers.  He said the investment would create as 
many as 40,000 additional jobs nationwide and is drawing 
support from Republicans as well as Democrats.  See also 
Jobs, Taxes and Politics. 
 

070910  1:11 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Butte City and County officials report that the areas 6.9% 
unemployment rate will rise even higher after the recent 
loss of 40 jobs at St. James Hospital.  Up to 50 more jobs are 
expected to be cut by St. James in the near future.  The 
Hospital sites a decline in patient admissions and increase 
in charity cases that are causing a $1 million a month drain.  
See also Jobs and Healthcare. 

072110  0:49 
V/S/T 
News at 6 & 10 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Vice President Joe Biden is making a stop in Yellowstone 
national Park next week and the Grand Canyon after that to 
talk about the many ways stimulus money has improved 
National Parks and the economy.  The Obama 
Administration claims that millions of dollars in Recovery 
Act funding has created more than a thousand jobs in the 
two parks.  More than 800 Recovery Act projects are in the 
works in National Parks across the country.  For more 
information on the Vice President’s visit, go to 

072310  0:32 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 
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NBCMontana.com.  See also Jobs and Politics. 
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

A group called Neighborhood Assistance Corporation is 
holding massive round-the-clock anti-foreclosure clinics to 
help homeowners lower their payments and stay in their 
homes.  People came from across the country to this 
Washington-based event, some camping out and lining up 
at dawn.  NACA work with homeowners to figure out what 
they can afford to spend on house payments and then sits 
down with them to talk out a plan with their bank.  
According to experts, the $50 billion Obama Program to 
assist banks in helping borrowers keep their homes has 
benefitted just 10% of homeowners. 
 

072310  2:03 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Montana Opticon of Big Sky will bury a fiber optic cable 
that will provide broadband access to over 18,000 in 
Gallatin County.  Running from Manhattan through 
Belgrade, Four Corners and Big Sky, bringing a huge 
difference to area schools, such as Monforton in Four 
Corners and the local farming industry.  The project is 
expected to also infuse the local economy with some of the 
$64 million dollars that will be used from federal grant to 
make the improvements.  See also Education and Govt. 
Spending. 
 

080510  1:57 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

The Department of Public Assistance reports that a record 
number of Montanans are relying on food stamps to get by, 
with 12% receiving the benefits so far this year.  The debit 
card system that is issued to food stamp recipients in 
specific amounts is redeemable for food items at most 
grocery stores.  There are a reported 18,000 more 
recipients this year over last, representing a $20 million 
increase in spending from 2009.  The SNAP (Supplemental 
Nutrition Program) would like to get the message out that 
this is something to be taken advantage of if you qualify for 

081010  1:49 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 
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assistance.  For more information, click on the Fast Link at 
NBCMontana.com. 
 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

The unemployment rate for Baby Boomers, people born 
between 1946 and 1964, has doubled in two years.  Over 
79 million Americans in this age bracket are finding is 
challenging to find employment.  Experts predict this rate 
will remain high over the next few years.  See also Jobs. 
 

081010  0:29 
VO 
News at 6 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

More college students are seeking financial aid than ever 
before during this time of economic downturn.  MSU has 
seen a 15% increase in applications for assistance in the 
past year, and 30% in the last two years.  Director of 
Financial Aid, Brandi Payne, reports that these stats follow 
national trends, partially as a result of people losing jobs 
and going back to school.  She advises that there is plenty 
of money to distribute, but students must make sure they 
apply early and check deadlines.  See also Education. 
 

081910  0:43 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Economy / 
Economic 
Recovery 

Experts speaking the Economic Summit in Butte agreed 
today that the internet could play a huge role in Montana’s 
economic future, making high tech jobs available in even 
rural parts of the state.    CEOs from Microsoft, General 
Electric and Berkshire Hathaway addressed listeners with 
the consensus that all that is needed is initiative and 
funding. 
 

091310  1:14 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Health/ 
Health Care 

A proposal in front of Senate would make money available 
to community banks to loan to small businesses.  Senator 
Max Baucus tried to answer questions related to this 
proposal and Health Care legislation in a Town Hall 
Meeting in Ravalli County today.  Many business owners 
wanted to know how the proposed health care laws would 
affect companies with fewer than fifty employees.  Baucus 
said that in those cases, employers would be able to choose 

070810  0:51 
VO?SOT?TAG 
News at 6 & 10 
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whether to provide insurance.  See also Economy and 
Politics. 
 

Health/ 
Health Care 

Topics at the National Governors Association’s three-day 
meeting now in session include economy, environment and 
Health Care Reform.  These bi-partisan meetings are 
designed to give governors a forum to discuss issues 
affecting their states.  Montana Governor Brian Schweitzer 
stated that he would be continuing to challenge expenses 
to the state related to health care and that it was unfair thet 
the cost of prescription drugs wasn’t considered in the 
health care bill.  The NGA was founded in 1908 and this is 
the 102nd annual meeting.  See also Politics. 
 

070910  0:51 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Health/ 
Health Care 

Butte City and County officials report that the areas 6.9% 
unemployment rate will rise even higher after the recent 
loss of 40 jobs at St. James Hospital.  Up to 50 more jobs are 
expected to be cut by St. James in the near future.  The 
Hospital sites a decline in patient admissions and increase 
in charity cases that are causing a $1 million a month drain.  
See also Economy and Jobs. 
 

072110  0:49 
V/S/T 
News at 6 & 10 

Health/ 
Health Care 

Health officials warn of an outbreak of gastrointestinal 
illness from contaminated drinking water at a resort near 
Hebgen Lake.  Dozens of people fell ill from contaminated 
water at a suspected well at Campfire Lodge resort, and it 
is believed more than seventy others may have been 
exposed.  Crews have turned off one well and one nearby 
restaurant has been temporarily closed.  Officials warn that 
people in the area should take the precaution of boiling 
water for 20 minutes before consuming, or use bottled 
water.  Anyone experiencing symptoms of diarrhea, 
cramping, abdominal pain or fever should seek medical 
treatment.  See also Safety. 
 

072710  0:55  
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 
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Health/ 
Health Care 

It is estimated that 2-3 million Americans have what 
doctors call “the hidden disease, Celiac disease, an immune 
response to a molecule in gluten that prevents absorption 
of nutrients in the small intestine.  Severe cases can cause 
extreme diarrhea, gas and bloating.  IBS is often a 
misdiagnosis for Celiac.  For many sufferers, following a 
gluten-free diet clears up symptoms in a matter of days.  
The downside is that even the slightest exposure to glutens 
can cause symptoms to reappear.  The best way to 
diagnose Celiac is a biopsy of the small intestine, however, 
a simple blood test can also flag the disease. 
 

081010  1:46 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Health/ 
Health Care 

Health and Human Services announced today that Montana 
will receive $1 million to offset unreasonable healthcare 
hikes and insurance premiums.  The money comes from the 
Affordable Care Act and will be used to improve oversight 
and take action against insurers that are found raising 
premiums unreasonably. 
 

081310  0:28 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News  at 6 & 10 

Health/ 
Health Care 

An experimental drug is showing promise in the treatment 
of shrinking melanoma growths, and in some cases, getting 
rid of them altogether.  Called PLX 40-32, the drug targets a 
genetic mutation called b-raf which is found in 
approximately half of all melanoma patients.  The drug 
shows an 80% success rate for patients with b-raf.  Roche 
Pharmaceutical has licensed the drug and it is in a phase III 
trial which will determine if it goes to the FDA for approval. 
 

082510  1:45 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Health/ 
Health Care 

Working to raise awareness of ovarian cancer, women are 
gathering at Camp Make-A-Dream in Gold Creek, Montana.  
Survivors of the disease hope that the combination of living 
life to the fullest, sharing laughter and sharing information 
about the cancer will help others.   

091010  0:47 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Health/ 
Health Care 

Researchers at University of Virginia report that using 
hand sanitizer is not effective in stopping the spread of the 

091310  1:39 
PKG 
News at 10 
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common cold or flu.  It is thought that the main benefit of 
using sanitizers is that it encourages people to be more 
hygienic. 
 

Health/ 
Health Care 

Antibiotics, although prescribed to kill off bad bacteria, also 
kill off good bacteria.  A study at Stanford examined the 
effects of two rounds of antibiotic Cipro on bacteria in the 
stomach.  Over the course of a year, researchers noticed 
subtle effects, altering the composition of beneficial 
bacteria in the gut.  Further study of long-term antibiotic 
effects is in the works. 
 

091310  0:36 
VO 
News at 10 

Education MSU is working on narrowing down a list of candidates for 
the position of Provost, which oversees academic affairs for 
the school.  Seventy people have applied for the position 
from thirty-six states and Canada.  Vice-Provost Doug 
Steele states that the goal is to have a short-list of four 
candidates by fall. 
 

070910  0:43 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Education Helena School District’s plan to expand its Sex-Ed 
curriculum is being criticized by some parents as being 
“too much, too soon” and gaining national attention.  
According to the Helena Superintendent, the new 
curriculum was complied with the assistance of 30-40 
experts, including nurses, teachers and law enforcement, 
using national and state health standards as guidelines.  
The curriculum outlines that as early as kindergarten, 
children be taught names for reproductive body parts, and 
first-graders the proper term for same-sex attraction.  The 
new material is open for public comment with the District 
Goal of having a new curriculum in place by August. 
 

071310  2:27 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Education In an effort to stem drop-out rates in high schools, State 
Superintendent Denise Juneau is taking a plan to 
Legislature in 2011 called “Graduation Matters”.  The 

072740  1:40 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 
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agenda requires students to either graduate or stay in 
school until they reach the age of eighteen.  According to 
the Superintendent, a Federal Grant of $11 million to 
Montana will play an important role in increasing 
graduation rates.  The money will go to struggling schools 
in Frazer, Lame Deer, Pryor, Lodge Grass and possibly Hays 
Lodgepole School District as well if it can address issues of  
eligibility.  See also Government Spending. 
 

Education State school officials have cleared Butte School 
Administrators of allegations of illegal spending of federal 
money.  A formal complaint by Administrative Assistant 
Lisa Andrews of Butte High School that the school was 
mismanaging fund and not supplying adequate textbooks 
or paper to teachers, has been dismissed by the Office of 
Public Instruction. 
 

080410  0:26 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Education Montana Opticon of Big Sky will bury a fiber optic cable 
that will provide broadband access to over 18,000 in 
Gallatin County.  Running from Manhattan through 
Belgrade, Four Corners and Big Sky, bringing a huge 
difference to area schools, such as Monforton in Four 
Corners and the local farming industry.  The project is 
expected to also infuse the local economy with some of the 
$64 million dollars that will be used from federal grant to 
make the improvements.  See also Govt. Spending and 
Economy. 
 

080510  1:57 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Education Former MSU Women’s Basketball Coach, Robin Potera-
Haskins, has lost her sexual discrimination case against the 
school.  A federal judge ruled that she had not shown proof 
that the school treated men’s and women’s team 
differently, and that she had filed suit as a way to deflect 
attention away from her own misconduct in mistreating 
team members. 

080510  0:25 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 
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Education Former MSU Football coach, mike Kramer, settled his 

lawsuit against the University for a quarter of a million 
dollars.  His suit, claiming wrongful firing, libel and slander, 
will be dropped and no further hearings necessary.  
Kramer held a press conference today to explain the 
settlement. 
 

080510  0:42 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Education Montana’s Governor Schweitzer launched the Governor’s 
Education Forum today, a conference that will focus on 
ways to improve education, not only for k-12, but also for 
people who are out of school.  Issues planned for 
discussion include online courses, lower tuition and 
improved on-the-job training for the existing work force. 
 

081110  1:05 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Education Montana students performed higher than the rest of the 
nation on ACT tests this year.  The Class of 2010 earned a 
score a point higher than the average national score of 22.   
One of the issues uncovered with the outcomes of ACT test 
is that student career interests do not match up with the 
anticipated job market.  Analysts project that Montana will 
need a lot of teachers in the coming years, however, testing 
reveals that not enough students are interested in pursuing 
jobs in education, marketing or sales.  Jobs in health care 
were of the most interest to a larger number of students.  
Career advisors counter that it’s important to remember 
that job trends and markets are always changing, so it’s 
important to follow your passion, not just the economy. See 
also Jobs. 
 

081810  2:30 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Education More college students are seeking financial aid than ever 
before during this time of economic downturn.  MSU has 
seen a 15% increase in applications for assistance in the 
past year, and 30% in the last two years.  Director of 
Financial Aid, Brandi Payne, reports that these stats follow 

081910  0:43 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 
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national trends, partially as a result of people losing jobs 
and going back to school.  She advises that there is plenty 
of money to distribute, but students must make sure they 
apply early and check deadlines.  See also Economy. 
 

Education Today Bozeman High School teachers unpacked boxes, 
settled in and unveiled the long-awaited expansion of the 
school to back-to-school students.  Highlights of the $36 
million renovation include a second cafeteria with modern 
amenities, including flat screen TVs, but also renovated 
electrical heating and ventilation systems that were in need 
of repair. 
 

083010  1:28 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Education MSU scientists are participating in a five-year study with 
Colorado and Idaho Universities in studying the effects of 
wildfire on climate change.  Scientists will analyze soil and 
plats locally and in Australia where wildfires have caused 
major damage in recent years.  A federal grant of $4 million 
will fund the project, and undergrads will have a chance to 
participate in the field.  See also Govt. Spending and 
Weather. 
 

090110  0:46 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Education Museum of the Rockies has unveiled a historic document in 
honor of MSU President Waded Cruzado’s inauguration.  
The 150-year old Merril Act document, signed by President 
Lincoln in 1862, is considered a national treasure as it 
granted federal lands to establish state colleges, enabling 
over 20 million people to have the opportunity of a 
University education.  Preserved under Plexiglas in 
protective lighting conditions, the document stays in the 
care of a specially trained archivist and is celebrated as one 
of the most influential documents in America’s history.  The 
Museum has hired extra security for the duration of the 
document’s visit through October 2.  Afterward, it will 
return to Library of Congress archives for ten years of 

090110  2:09 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 
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protective storage before it is allowed on loan again. 
 

Education After a year without contracts, Belgrade teachers have 
finally reached an agreement with the school district.  The 
deal give teachers a 1.75% pay increase this year, with an 
additional 1.5% next year.  Some teachers will receive back 
pay for last year’s time worked without a contract.  Ninety-
seven percent of the teachers voted in favor of the current 
contract agreement. 
 

090310  1:44 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Education Scientists and students travel from all over the world to 
study in MSU’s Sub Zero Science and Engineering 
Laboratory.  Popular Science Magazine featured the lab, 
calling it “one of the most mind-blowing labs in the 
country.”  The lab enables researches to study the effects of 
severe weather on many different projects such as 
agriculture, construction, ecology, transportation and 
biological work, and even has a chamber that can produce 
snow and the effects of radiation on snow with a controlled 
skylight.  See also Weather. 
 

090310  2:20 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Education History was made today as Waded Cruzado was sworn in 
as first female president of MSU.  In attendance was 
Montana Superintendent of Public Instruction, Denise 
Juneau, who paid a visit after the inauguration to three 
Belgrade teachers, presenting them each with $3,000 
stipends as Special Designation for Excellence in Education. 
 

090110  1:19 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

During a reelection campaign event supporting Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid today in Nevada, President 
Obama calling on Congress today to provide an additional 
$5 billion dollars in tax credits to clean energy 
manufacturers.  He said the investment would create as 
many as 40,000 additional jobs nationwide and is drawing 
support from Republicans as well as Democrats.  See also 

070910  1:11 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 
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Politics, Economy and Taxes. 
 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

A “cloture” on extension of long-term jobless benefits 
passed by a 60/40 margin in the Senate today, a procedural 
hurdle that clears the way for a final vote expected later 
today.  The cloture breaks a partisan stalemate and should 
keep Republicans from stopping the bill’s final approval.  
Delays in voting caused a lapse in benefits to 
approximately 2.5 million Americans. 
   

072010  0:26 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

Butte City and County officials report that the areas 6.9% 
unemployment rate will rise even higher after the recent 
loss of 40 jobs at St. James Hospital.  Up to 50 more jobs are 
expected to be cut by St. James in the near future.  The 
Hospital sites a decline in patient admissions and increase 
in charity cases that are causing a $1 million a month drain.  
See also Economy and Healthcare. 
 

072110  0:49 
V/S/T 
News at 6 & 10 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

Vice President Joe Biden is making a stop in Yellowstone 
national Park next week and the Grand Canyon after that to 
talk about the many ways stimulus money has improved 
National Parks and the economy.  The Obama 
Administration claims that millions of dollars in Recovery 
Act funding has created more than a thousand jobs in the 
two parks.  More than 800 Recovery Act projects are in the 
works in National Parks across the country.  For more 
information on the Vice President’s visit, go to 
NBCMontana.com.  See also Economy and Politics. 
 

072310  0:32 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

The unemployment rate for Baby Boomers, people born 
between 1946 and 1964, has doubled in two years.  Over 
79 million Americans in this age bracket are finding is 
challenging to find employment.  Experts predict this rate 
will remain high over the next few years.  See also 
Economy. 

081010  0:29 
VO 
News at 6 
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Jobs/ 
Employment 

Montana students performed higher than the rest of the 
nation on ACT tests this year.  The Class of 2010 earned a 
score a point higher than the average national score of 22.   
One of the issues uncovered with the outcomes of ACT test 
is that student career interests do not match up with the 
anticipated job market.  Analysts project that Montana will 
need a lot of teachers in the coming years, however, testing 
reveals that not enough students are interested in pursuing 
jobs in education, marketing or sales.  Jobs in health care 
were of the most interest to a larger number of students.  
Career advisors counter that it’s important to remember 
that job trends and markets are always changing, so it’s 
important to follow your passion, not just the economy. See 
also Education. 
 

081810  2:30 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Jobs/ 
Employment 

The latest report from the Department of Labor shows that 
7.3% of Montanans were out of work in July, placing 
Montana below the national average of 9.5%.  The State 
Labor Department reports that job gains were widespread 
across most industries, except for the categories of 
government and construction-related industries. 
 

082010  0:25 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Politics Montana’s Congressional Delegation is pushing the EPA to 
promise that it will not pull out of the asbestos 
contaminated town of Libby before its cleanup work is 
finished.  Health workers report at least 400 people have 
dies in rural Libby from contamination cause by the W.R. 
Grace vermiculite mines that is now closed.  Senators Max 
Baucus and Jon Tester, and Representative Denny Rehberg 
have ask the EPA to clarify it’s future plans for Libby, home 
to 3,900 residents.  See also Safety. 
 

070510  0:43 
VO/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Politics Congressman Denny Rehberg began participation in a five-
day tour through western Montana today.  Seventy-five 

070810  0:55 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 
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people showed up at Flathead Valley Community College to 
ask questions on issues ranging from Economic Reform, 
Health Care Reform, Federal Deficit Spending and Middle 
Class taxes.  Rehberg told those gathered that small 
businesses would be the solution and that the “government 
just needs to get out of the way”.  Next stops on his tour 
include Shelby, Cutbank, Missoula, Polson, Superior and 
Hamilton.  See also Economy. 
 

Politics A proposal in front of Senate would make money available 
to community banks to loan to small businesses.  Senator 
Max Baucus tried to answer questions related to this 
proposal and Health Care legislation in a Town Hall 
Meeting in Ravalli County today.  Many business owners 
wanted to know how the proposed health care laws would 
affect companies with fewer than fifty employees.  Baucus 
said that in those cases, employers would be able to choose 
whether to provide insurance.  See also Health Care and 
Economy. 
 

070810  0:51 
VO?SOT?TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Politics Topics at the National Governors Association’s three-day 
meeting now in session include economy, environment and 
Health Care Reform.  These bi-partisan meetings are 
designed to give governors a forum to discuss issues 
affecting their states.  Montana Governor Brian Schweitzer 
stated that he would be continuing to challenge expenses 
to the state related to health care and that it was unfair that 
the cost of prescription drugs wasn’t considered in the 
health care bill.  The NGA was founded in 1908 and this is 
the 102nd annual meeting.  See also Health Care. 
 

070910  0:51 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Politics During a reelection campaign event supporting Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid today in Nevada, President 
Obama called on Congress today to provide an additional 
$5 billion dollars in tax credits to clean energy 

070910  1:11 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 
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manufacturers.  He said the investment would create as 
many as 40,000 additional jobs nationwide and is drawing 
support from Republicans as well as Democrats.  See also 
Jobs, Economy and Taxes. 
 

Politics Montana Secretary of State reports that three initiatives 
received sufficient signatures to qualify for the November 
ballot: 1-161 seeking change in the way hunter access 
programs are funded; 1-164 which would cap the interest 
rate that payday loan operators can charge; and 
Constitutional Initiative 105 which would  prevent a tax 
from being created on the transfer of real estate.  For up-to-
date coverage on the counting of signatures by State 
Secretary Linda McCulloch’s office, go to NBCMontana.com. 
 

071910  0:29 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Politics U.S. Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia will deliver a 
lecture in Bozeman on the topic of “Constitutional 
Interpretation”.  The event is free at Museum of the Rockies 
at 7 p.m. on July 28 in the Hager Auditorium.  MSU reports 
that the Justice Scalia will not take questions from news 
media grant interviews or allow the taping of any parts of 
his lecture. 
 

072110  0:49 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Politics Vice President Joe Biden is making a stop in Yellowstone 
national Park next week and the Grand Canyon after that to 
talk about the many ways stimulus money has improved 
National Parks and the economy.  The Obama 
Administration claims that millions of dollars in Recovery 
Act funding has created more than a thousand jobs in the 
two parks.  More than 800 Recovery Act projects are in the 
works in National Parks across the country.  For more 
information on the Vice President’s visit, go to 
NBCMontana.com.  See also Jobs and Economy. 
 

072310  0:32 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Politics President Obama today signed $600 million border 081310  0:27  
VO 
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security bill into law, providing funding for an additional 
1,000 border patrol agents as well as immigration and 
customs enforcement agents.  The funding will also allow 
for more communications equipment along the borders 
and greater use of unmanned surveillance drones.  See also 
Govt. Spending. 
 

News at 10 

Politics Big Sky Tea Party Board Members have removed Tim 
Ravndal as their Board President after he made comments 
on Facebook that appeared to be bigoted against 
homosexuals.  The comments were interpreted by many to 
be in reference to the 1998 murder in Wyoming of 
Matthew Sheperd, a gay University of Wyoming student 
who was tragically beaten and tied to a fence.  Ravndal’s 
comments on Facebook, although vague and unspecific, 
gave the appearance of being sympathetic to homophobia 
and condoning the actions of the murderers.  Ravndal now 
claims that he was unaware that the Sheperd murder was 
even the topic on which he was commenting on Facebook, 
and he plans to appeal the decision if he is not barred from 
the board meetings. 
 

090710  2:38 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

A Yellowstone County Deputy Attorney is proposing heavy 
new laws to create stronger punishments for heavily 
intoxicated drivers and those with successive DUIs or 
refuse breath tests.  Under the proposed laws for the 2011 
session, repeat offenders may be charged with Aggravated 
DUI and lose their license for up to ten years, in addition to 
fines in excess of $5,000. 
 

070110  0:43 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

Statistics from a University of Montana study show that 
drug offenders who go through treatment for Meth 
addiction in Montana’s state drug-treatment centers rarely 
get into trouble with drugs again.  None of the 299 people 
who complete led nine months at the centers were 

070510  0:39 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 
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convicted of another drug related offense.  Of the people 
tracked, only three returned to prison for violating 
conditions of community placements.  Montana’s two state 
centers are Nexus in Lewistown, which treats men, and 
Elkhorn n Boulder, which treats women. 
 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

A 60-year old man in Butte faces his ninth DUI charge after 
being arrested in a van being used as his residence.  Justice 
Bob Lee reports that Chaster Kaczmarek’s blood alcohol 
level was three times the legal limit at .21, and that his bail 
is set at $100,000.  If he is able to post bond, he will be 
ordered to wear an alcohol monitoring ankle bracelet and 
will have a wheel-lock or boot placed on his van to prevent 
him from driving. 
 

072710  0:32 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 10 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

A new $12.3 million state treatment facility was unveiled in 
Anaconda by Governor Schweitzer today as part of the 
“START” program, which stands for “Sanction, Treatment, 
Assessment, Revocation and Transition”, giving offenders 
the venue to get clean and break free of addictions.  The 
State Department of Corrections says that it’s seen a 77% 
drop in recidivism of offenders since it launched the 
program five years ago. 
 

072710  0:32 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

In 2005 methamphetamine use was considered an 
epidemic among teens.  New figures show a drop of 33% in 
teen meth use between 2007-2009.  Overall use in 
combined age groups fell over 63%, dropping Montana 
below the national average.  The Montana Meth Project 
(MMP) says taking certain cold medications off of 
drugstore shelves has helped, but warns that a more 
potent, cheaper variation of the drug is on the streets.  
MMP is working to educate Junior high kids that meth is 
1200 times more addictive than other drugs. 
 

080310  0:50 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 7 10 
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Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

Montana Attorney General Steve Bullock unveiled a new 
$120,000 statewide ad campaign against prescription drug 
abuse, calling it an “Invisible Epidemic”.  Estimates are 300 
Montanans dies every year from misuse of prescription 
drugs – more than the number of those that die on roads.  
The ads, which target parent awareness and encourage 
communication, will run online, print, radio and TV for two 
months. 
 

090710  0:29  
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Substance 
Abuse/DUIs 

A Legislative panel has completed wording of a substance 
abuse/driving bill aimed at teens to hopefully target 
Montana’s drinking culture.  In harmony with this bill, 
Mandatory Server Alcohol Training will be voted on by the 
legislature.  You may read the DUI proposal at KTVM.com. 
 

090110  1:28 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The House of Representatives has passed a bill outlining a 
$3.4 Billion settlement between the federal government 
and American Indians.  Elouise Cobbell filed the suit 
fourteen years ago, accusing the feds of swindling a half 
million Native Americans out of billions of dollars in Land 
Trust royalties.  The News Channel will keep you up-to-
date on what happens when the bill is presented to the 
President for signature. 
 

070310  0:37 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

A new study estimates that state agencies spent more than 
$1 million fighting noxious weeds.  The Coalition to Protect 
the Rocky Mountain Front released new study results, 
surveying ten difference agencies that manage land in 
Montana.  Nine out of the ten report that efforts to 
eradicate noxious weeds need to be stepped up.  If all 
noxious weed prevention efforts stopped, a 1996 study 
shows that it would cost the state more that $50 million 
annually in lost ranching, hunting and tourism revenue.  
See also Tourism. 
 

070710  2:24 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 
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Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

During a reelection campaign event supporting Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid today in Nevada, President 
Obama calling on Congress today to provide an additional 
$5 billion dollars in tax credits to clean energy 
manufacturers.  He said the investment would create as 
many as 40,000 additional jobs nationwide and is drawing 
support from Republicans as well as Democrats.  See also 
Jobs, Economy and Politics. 
 

070910  1:11 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The Recovery and Reinvestment Act has pumped over 
$750 million into Yellowstone Park Service improvements.  
Over 800 projects are being funded by the RRA across the 
country, many of them in the form of road projects, 
however one major project for Yellowstone is also a new 
water treatment facility to ensure proper sanitation for 
Park visitors as well as employees. 
 

072610  1:42 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

In an effort to stem drop-out rates in high schools, State 
Superintendent Denise Juneau is taking a plan to 
Legislature in 2011 called “Graduation Matters”.  The 
agenda requires students to either graduate or stay in 
school until they reach the age of eighteen.  According to 
the Superintendent, a Federal Grant of $11 million to 
Montana will play an important role in increasing 
graduation rates.  The money will go to struggling schools 
in Frazer, Lame Deer, Pryor, Lodge Grass and possibly Hays 
Lodgepole School District as well if it can address issues of  
eligibility.  See also Education. 
 

072740  1:40 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Federal officials today approved $90 million in grants to 
improve high speed internet access across rural Montana.  
The money is part of $1.2 billion earmarked by the 
Department of Agriculture for such projects.  Over $64 
million of the funds will be used to expand broadband 
access to more that 18,000 people in Gallatin County.  The 

080410  0:26 
VO 
News at 6 7 10 
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other $26 million will go to the Fort Peck Indian 
Reservation. 
 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

The DEQ will be spending $343,000 to reclaim 10,800 CY of 
waste rock and tailings at an abandoned mine 19 miles 
south of Butte in the Highland Mountains of Silver Bow 
County. Temporary road delays around the site may be in 
effect throughout the 45-day duration of the project, which 
should be completed in mid-September. 
 

080410  0:37 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Montana Opticon of Big Sky will bury a fiber optic cable 
that will provide broadband access to over 18,000 in 
Gallatin County.  Running from Manhattan through 
Belgrade, Four Corners and Big Sky, bringing a huge 
difference to area schools, such as Monforton in Four 
Corners and the local farming industry.  The project is 
expected to also infuse the local economy with some of the 
$64 million dollars that will be used from federal grant to 
make the improvements.  See also Education and 
Economy. 
 

080510  1:57 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

President Obama today signed $600 million border 
security bill into law, providing funding for an additional 
1,000 border patrol agents as well as immigration and 
customs enforcement agents.  The funding will also allow 
for more communications equipment along the borders 
and greater use of unmanned surveillance drones.  See also 
Politics. 
 

081310  0:27  
VO 
News at 10 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Bozeman City Commissioners have approved more than 
$1.2 million for downtown improvement projects.  The 
Downtown Bozeman Partnership says that it will use the 
money for upkeep projects, with $1.1 million going to the 
Tax Increment Finance District to encourage the growth of 
housing around the area, and general growth expanding 

081710  0:47 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 
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north to south in the downtown area instead of just east-
west. 
 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

MSU scientists are participating in a five-year study with 
Colorado and Idaho Universities in studying the effects of 
wildfire on climate change.  Scientists will analyze soil and 
plats locally and in Australia where wildfires have caused 
major damage in recent years.  A federal grant of $4 million 
will fund the project.  See also Education and Weather. 
 

090110  0:46 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Taxes/Govt. 
Spending 

Bozeman City Commissioners decided tonight to pay 
downtown homeowners for flooding damage from July’s 
water main break.  The City’s insurer would not cover the 
damage costs in excess of $1,000, so the City has decided to 
use a  “Good Will” policy to help cover more of the damage 
costs incurred by flooded homeowners. 
 

091310  1:01 
PKG 
News at 10 

Tourism Yellowstone National Park reports a record number of 
visitors last month, a sign that tourism is booming again in 
the state despite the bad economy.  In 2008 visitors to 
Montana spent over $3 billion dollars.  The Montana Board 
of Tourism is expecting a good summer, crediting the 
state’s natural beauty for its continued success.   In state 
and local tax revenue alone, visitor spending brought in 
nearly $230 million.  See also Economy. 
 

070710  3:02 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Tourism A new study estimates that state agencies spent more than 
$1 million fighting noxious weeds.  The Coalition to Protect 
the Rocky Mountain Front released new study results, 
surveying ten difference agencies that manage land in 
Montana.  Nine out of the ten report that efforts to 
eradicate noxious weeds need to be stepped up.  If all 
noxious weed prevention efforts stopped, a 1996 study 
shows that it would cost the state more that $50 million 
annually in lost ranching, hunting and tourism revenue.  

070710  2:24 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 
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See also Tourism. 
Tourism More people visited Yellowstone National Park last month 

than ever before.  More than 957,000 came through the 
gates in July, setting a record over last year’s previous 
record of 60.000 in the same month.  In 2009 nearly 3.3 
million visitors came to the Park, and this year visits are up 
by 5.8%. 
 

080410  0:27 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Tourism Glacier National Park reports record visitation numbers in 
July.  About 673,000 people went through the Park, which 
is up 11.5% from July in 2009.  Entry fees for all of our 
National Parks will be waved this weekend to encourage 
visitation. 
 

081310  0:28 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Tourism Visitors to Glacier National Park rose 17% in August 
compared to 2009 August counts.  Overall, 2010 is up 11% 
from last year.  Although it is impossible to narrow 
visitation growth to one attribute, the huge marketing 
campaigns for the Centennial celebrations and the relative 
stability of gas prices this year are contributing factors. 
 

091310  0:24 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Tourism Governor Schweitzer public hammered online travel 
company Travelocity over a growing tax dispute – the same 
day that Travelocity unveiled a program aimed at 
promoting Montana.  The seven percent bed tax which 
Montana uses to fund tourism advertising has been skirted 
and only partially paid by Travelocity and other internet 
based travel agencies like it.  The Governor stated that he 
will continue in efforts to collect the full tax owed.  See also 
Taxes. 
 

091510 0:54 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Weather The city of Bozeman is in the process of cleanup and 
damage repair after a massive hail storm hit the area 
yesterday.  Bozeman Deaconess reports few injuries, all 
non-life threatening, from people caught outside in the 

070110  3:45 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 
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golf-ball sized hail.  Bozeman Fire Dept. received nine calls 
related to trees downed into power lines, and many homes 
and cars have been damaged with broken glass and dings.  
Emergency officials advise that while this type of extreme 
and violent storm is not usual, that it is important to always 
stay prepared for such an event.  Get indoors to a basement 
if available and always protect yourself first. 
 

Weather A stalled front across SW Montana continues to be a cause 
of severe storm potential.  Be aware of severe 
thunderstorm watches posted until 10 p.m. for the Butte, 
Bozeman, Hamilton, Deer Lodge, Townsend, Dillon and 
Ennis areas.  Storms could produce hail and strong winds 
in these areas. 
 

070110  0:37 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Weather Southwestern Montana Forest Officials warn that though 
fire danger is presently low, it may be a matter of time 
before conditions become dry due to expected winds.  As 
moisture from snow and spring rain dissipates, grasses and 
weeds become potential fuel sources for a new season of 
wildfires.  Officials with Gallatin National Forest advise 
using extreme caution with any spark-producing activities 
outdoors, even if the ground appears to be wet. 
 

071210  1:37 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Weather Due to dry weather conditions, the Ravalli County 
Commission has imposed Stage One Fire Restrictions.  No 
campfires are allowed unless in a designated campsite, and 
no smoking unless you are in a car, building or a three-foot 
area that does not contain any flammable material around 
it.  See also Safety. 
 

072010  1:27 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 

Weather Today a tornado creating winds of up to 150 mph is 
responsible for structural devastation, the deaths of two 
people and serious injuries to another in the small 
northeastern Montana town of Reserve.  The National 

072710  0:55 
VO/SOT/TAG 
News at 6 & 10 
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Weather Service rated the tornado as 3F.  For First Alert 
warnings of severe weather in your region, go to 
NBCMontana.com. 
 

Weather Warnings of thunderstorms and a flood watch is in effect 
until midnight tonight for the counties of Silver Bow, 
Ravalli, Deer Lodge and Granite.  This includes all of Butte 
and Hamilton. 
 

080410  0:14 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Weather A fire weather watch goes into effect Thursday afternoon, 
with potential for elevated danger in dry trends with high 
winds.  The Forest Service reports that they have been 
preparing for the increased danger that this weather watch 
brings, with advanced burnouts and making sure they can 
secure their lines ahead of the winds coming in. 
 

082510  0:26 
VO 
News at 6 & 10 

Weather A severe microburst that many West Yellowstone residents 
thought was a tornado caused extensive damage to the 
town on yesterday.  A powerful stream of dense air that 
pushed down from a thunderstorm caused roof damage 
and toppled trees – eight large trees alone in City Park.  
City officials attribute the lack of injury reports to it being a 
time of year with fewer tourists. 
 

083010  2:00 
PKG 
News at 10 

Weather MSU scientists are participating in a five-year study with 
Colorado and Idaho Universities in studying the effects of 
wildfire on climate change.  Scientists will analyze soil and 
plats locally and in Australia where wildfires have caused 
major damage in recent years.  A federal grant of $4 million 
will fund the project.  See also Govt. Spending and 
Education. 
 

090110  0:46 
VO/SOT 
News at 6 & 10 

Weather Scientists and students travel from all over the world to 
study in MSU’s Sub Zero Science and Engineering 
Laboratory.  Popular Science Magazine featured the lab, 

090310  2:20 
PKG 
News at 6 & 10 
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calling it “one of the most mind-blowing labs in the 
country.”  The lab enables researches to study the effects of 
severe weather on many different projects such as 
agriculture, construction, ecology, transportation and 
biological work, and even has a chamber that can produce 
snow and the effects of radiation on snow with a controlled 
skylight.  See also Education. 
 

 

 


