
The Following is a listing of issues addressed during the 

3rd quarter of 2012 on WVUT-TV-WVUB-WFML.                         

                        

      1.  Local Government 

        A. Knox County: Vincennes Mayor Joe Yochum discussed the passing of long 

time city firefighter Mike Sievers.  The work on the 2013 city budget cycle and the expected 

200-thousand dollars savings in health insurance for city employees, the Rainbow Beach 

Swimming pool project and possible designated bike paths. The 5 minute segment aired on 

Thursday, July 12th on both WVUB and WFML during seven am block.   

Members of the Vincennes City Council are re-opening the procress of re-drawing the 

council districts which includes consolidating some election precincts within the city.  

Councilman T-J Brink says the changes are based on census populations and brought most 

of the districts’ head count to within 3-percent of each other. The story aired September 

10th on WVUT-TV’s Newscenter 22 at 5 pm and various newscasts throughout the day on 

both WVUB & WFML. Story length :50 seconds.  

A follow-up story aired September 11th in which the council approved the changes over the 

objections of councilmember Duane Chattin who said it’s not the council’s place to redraw 

the precinct lines. The story along with reaction from Chattin and councilman T-J Brink aired 

at 5 pm on WVUT’S Newscenter-22 and on various newscasts throughout the day on both 

WVUB and WFML. Story length 1:19.   

Additional stories on the re-districting process aired Friday, September 14th in which the 

county’s redistricting committee approved the new maps following a public hearing. 

The City of Vincennes is partnering with Vincennes University and Good Samaritan Hospital 

to get the former Gimbel Corner Property cleaned up.  VU has agreed to use its state 

connections and legal expertise to get action started.  In the meantime, Mayor Joe Yochum 

says the city is pursuing legal action against the former owner of the property Darrel 

Lommel to help pay for costs incurred by the city to secure the site following a fire in 

December 2011 which destroyed the retail store.  The story aired Wednesday, September 

12th  on WVUT’s Newscenter-22 at 5 pm and on various newscasts throughout the day on 

WVUB & WFML.   



In a followup story, the current owner of the Gimbel Corner property Travis Tarrants 

transferred ownership of the site to the city of Vincennes as demolition crews began the 

cleanup process. The story aired Monday, September 17th on WVUT’s Newscenter-22 at 5 

pm and on various newscasts on both WVUB & WFML.  Story length 1:00.   

        B.  Daviess County:   

The City of Washington’s Water Department has been losing money for several years and is 

in danger of financial collapse. According to a report from the city’s financial advisors the 

water department is running a 1.3 million dollar deficit.  Mayor Joe Wellman indicated that 

it’s been 12-years since the city has raised water rates and that’s part of the reason why the 

department continues to run a deficit.  The story along with audio comments from Wellman 

aired Tuesday, August 14th on both WVUB & WFML on various newscasts throughout the 

day.  Story length 1:03.   

 

        C. Lawerence Co., IL.: Lawrenceville Mayor Brian Straub appeared on a 

segment of WVUT’s 22-Magazine. During the interview the Mayor addressed the 

controversy surrounding his use of a city credit card and how he has since paid the money 

back, as well as the city’s council action to limit the use of the card and it’s control placed in 

the hands of the city-clerk treasurer. The Mayor also touched on a grant the city will soon 

be receiving to address future growth of the city.  The 13-minute segment aired Saturday, 

September 8th & 15th at 7:30 pm on WVUT and September 9th and 16th on WVUB at 8:30 

am.   

Mayor Straub also appeared on WVUB & WFML to promote the annual Lawrence County 

Fall Festival and touched on infrastructure improvements including the rebuilding of several 

broken sewer lines. The city was able to eliminate $7,500 in Combined Sewer Overflow 

permits with the U.S. EPA by modernizing their storm water system.  

The Mayor appeared September 17th at 8:20 am on WVUB and 8:07 am on WFML.       

The City of Lawrenceville held a ribbon cutting ceremony for the city’s brand new 7-million 

dollar Water Treatment Plant.  Lawrenceville resident Linda Gray was among a group of 

citizens who consistently lobbied the city council to do something about the high nitrates in 

the city’s water supply.  The story along with audio comments from Gray aired Thursday, 

July 19th on various newscasts throughout the day on both WVUB & WFML. Story length 

1:06.      



        2.   Area Economy  

              A. Knox County: Officials with Peabody Coal have announced that they are 

closing their Air Quality Mine in Knox County. Company officials say it’s due to competition 

from natural gas and new EPA regulations forcing the closure of several coal fired plants 

around the country.  Peabody officials say they are hoping to relocate some of their employees 

to other mines in Indiana and Illinois. The story aired Wednesday, September 26th at 5 pm on 

WVUT’s Newscenter-22 and on various newscasts throughout the day on both WVUB & 

WFML. Story length :30 seconds.      

   Purdue University officials say the drought and high heat in Indiana is having a devastating 

impact on the state’s crops. Knox County Farmer Don Villwock says there’s little chance for 

recovery, as a majority of the corn crop enters the crucial pollination period.  Purdue officials 

are estimating that crop losses will also affect food prices. The story with audio comments 

from Villwock aired July 6th on both WVUB & WFML on various newscasts throughout the day.  

Story length :51 seconds.  

 A spokesman with Schott/Gemtron told members of the Knox County Development 

Corporation that there are no plans to shut down its Vincennes Plant.  Tim Kiger says the 

company is consolidating some of its smaller operations which included moving one 

production line from Vincennes to Tennessee.  However, Kiger says Schott/Gemtron is moving 

a division from a plant in Kentucky to Vincennes which will require the hiring of 100 more 

workers by the end of the year. The story aired on July 6th on various newscasts throughout 

the day on both WVUB and WFML.  Story length 1:08.   

               B. Daviess County:  

As part of the preparation to provide services and attract economic development to the I-69 

corridor, the City of Washington planning to expand to the east.  An ordinance to annex areas 

east of town was passed on first reading by the Washington City Council at its July meeting.  

Mayor Joe Wellman there’s a lot to do before annexation can take place. The story with audio 

comments from Wellman aired Tuesday, July 24th on both WVUB & WFML on various 

newscasts throughout the day. Story length 1:07. 

Ground was broken on the latest edition to the Crane Technology Park which located along the 

Greene/Daviess County line near the Crane Naval Base in Martin County.  The 32-thousand 

Battery Innovation Center will be one of the most advanced battery laboratories and testing 

facilities. Once completed in the fall of 2013, the BIC will employ 100 people.  The 14-million 

price tag for the BIC will be paid by a joint effort between local, federal and state agencies. The 



story aired Tuesday, August 21st on both WVUB and WFML on various newscasts throughout 

the day. Story length :59 seconds.    

The I-69 extension through Daviess County is nearing completion and with it the promise of 

future growth along the corridor from Evansville to Crane.  WTHI’s Mike Grant  reports that 

even the weather has helped keep the project on track.  The story along with interviews with 

INDOT’s Cher Elliot and Will Wingfield aired September 21st on WVUT’s 22-Magazine at 5 pm. 

Story length 1:29.  

             C. Lawrence Co., IL.: Lawrenceville City officials held a  a ground breaking 

ceremony for the new Indiana Hills Apartment Complext going up on the west side of the city. 

Don Yost, President of Yost Management says the 9-point-2 million dollar project will create a 

total of 114 jobs.  97 construction jobs and 17 ongoing jobs once the apartment complex 

opens. Lawrenceville Mayor Brian Straub was interviewed for this story, he spoke of the 

impact the construction will have on the city’s tax base. The story aired  Friday, July 19th on 

various newscasts throughout the day on both WVUB & WFML. Story length 1:06. 

Illinois farmers shouldn’t expect a disaster payout from the federal government due to a 

summer long drought which has devastated crops throughout the Midwest.  Speaking at a 

town hall meeting in Sumner 19th District Congressman John Shimkus says there is no pending 

bailout in the current farm bill. Shimkus says the farmers he’s spoken with are hoping for some 

type of Ag insurance component in the next farm bill. The story along with audio comments 

from Shimkus aired on Wednesday August 8th on both WVUB & WFML on various newscasts 

throughout the day. Story length 1:05.   

3.  Fall Elections  

              A. Local: With so few contested races for the fall election, none of the local 

candidates have ramped up their campaigns for this quarter. The only races that have 

candidates include County Commissioner in District 1. Four candidates are seeking three at 

large seats on county council and five candidates are seeking three seats on the Vincennes 

School Board.  

              B. State:  Democratic Candidate for Governor John Gregg stopped by the Knox 

County Fair where he was invited to judge entries for the best pickled beets and salsa.  Gregg 

says fair time is a great time to get out and meet people and find out what’s on their mind. The 

story along with audio comments from Gregg aired on Monday, July 23rd on both WVUB & 

WFML on various newscasts throughout the day. Story length 1:07.      



Indiana’s three Gubernatorial candidates appeared at a forum in Indianapolis and discussed 

how they would govern if elected.  The forum wasn’t a debate.  Instead each candidate spoke 

individually with the moderator. John Gregg and Mike Pence talked about how they would cut 

taxes and create jobs if elected.  The Network Indiana news story aired Wednesday, August 

22nd on both WVUB & WFML on various newscasts throughout the day. Story length :50 

seconds.   

WVUT-TV also aired the Public Policy Forum between the three Gubernatorial Candidates on 

Saturday, September 8th at 8 pm and Sunday, September 9th at 4 pm.     

Republican Mike Pence and Democrat John Gregg continued to roll out new campaign ads and 

policy statements. A new Pence TV ad promotes his “Roadmap for Indiana” in which he lists six 

goals he hopes to accomplish if elected which includes increasing jobs in the private sector and 

improving Indiana Schools.  Meanwhile, Gregg is offering a smorgasboard of proposals to 

nurture small businesses and manufacturers.  He also promises to large state contracts into  

pieces to give smaller companies a  shot at competing for them.  The story aired on 

Wednesday, September 12th on both WVUB & WFML on various newscasts throughout the 

day. Story length 1:03.   

                   Republican Bruce Borders and Democrat Kreg Battles discussed the issues in 

their race for the 45th District House seat in separate segments of WVUT-TV’s 22-Magazine. 

The half-hour long program aired Saturday, September 22nd and 29 th at 7:30 on WVUT and 

Sunday, September 23rd and 30th on WVUB at 8:30 am. 

 A preview story with excerpts from interviews with both candidates aired Thursday, 

September 20th and again on Friday, September 21st promoting the program on both WVUB 

and WFML on various newscasts throughout the day.  Story length 1:17 

The Democratic nominee for Indiana School Superintendent is calling for mandatory 

kindergarten and stronger remedial programs to cut into Indiana’s drop-out rate.  Despite 

graduation rates improving over the last five years, Glenda Ritz says it’s still not high enough. 

The Network Indiana story with audio comments from Ritz aired on Thursday, September 20th 

on both WVUB & WFML on various newscasts throughout the day. Story length 1:01. 

 

                C. Federal: Democratic 8th district congressional candidate Dave Crooks of 

Washington called on incumbent Republican Larry Bucshon to stand up for farmers in 

Southwestern Indiana and return to work on the 2012 Farm Bill which is set to expire 

September 30th. Crooks claimed that farmers need help not to mention the impact it’s having 

on the local economy.  Crooks was joined by Knox County Farmer Ray McCormick says the 



pending bill contains critical funding for crop insurance programs which congress needs to pass 

in order to restore confidence to growers.  The story along with audio comments from both 

Crooks and McCormick aired on Thursday, August 16th on various newscasts throughout the 

day on both WVUB & WFML.  Story length 1:14   

During a visit to Vincennes in September, Bucshon responded to Crooks’ criticism stating that 

there were issues dividing house members over the inclusion of the federal food program in 

the farm bill. Bucshon says some members wanted it removed from the farm bill and voted on 

separately.  He says they were unable to reach consensus on the bill before adjourning the 

session. The story with comments from Bucshon aired on Wednesday, September 26th on both 

WVUB & WFML on various newscasts throughout the day and on WVUT’s Newscenter-22 at 5 

pm. Story length 1:01. 

The candidates in the 8th district race launched tv ads in late august. Democrat Dave Crooks 

touted his small town roots and how outsourcing American jobs to other countries affected his 

family. The story along with audio comments from Crooks aired Wednesday, August 19th on 

both WVUB & WFML on various newscast throughout the day. Story length :46 seconds    

          

 

              4.  Education  

                    A. K-12: The Vincennes School Board has agreed to turn over used of Adams 

Coliseum to the Vincennes Education Foundation under the terms of a 99-year lease. V-E-F 

spokesman Pat Hutchinson says the deal is contingent on architects Myzak and Palmer 

securing tax credits to renovate the gymnasium and old downtown school administration 

building.  The story along with comments from Hutchinson aired Tuesday, September 18th at 5 

pm on WVUT’s Newscenter-22 at 5 pm and on various newscasts throughout the day on both 

WVUB & WFML.  Story length 1:34.  

North Knox School Superintendent Darrel Bobe says the time is right to build a new auxiliary 

gym at the High School. He says the new facility is projected to cost 4-point-8 million dollars 

but believes given the current economic climate it can be brought in under that amount.  The 

story along with reaction from Bobe, School Board President Jim Dotson and school patron 

Craig Williams of Oaktown aired on September 20th  on both WVUB & WFML on various 

newscasts the day and at 5 pm on WVUT’s Newscenter-22.  Story length 1:22.   



More fresh fruit and vegetables will be among the food offerings for students in the North 

Knox School Corporation this year. Julie Shelton, District Manager for Aramark says the 

changes were mandated by the U-S-D-A in order to combat childhood obesity. The story with 

audio comments from Shelton aired on Thursday, August 9th on both WVUB & WFML on 

various newscasts throughout the day. Story length :53 seconds.  

The Washington Community School System is changing the way it operates it’s school buses in 

an effort to curb costs.  School bus routes will now be similar to transit system routes with 

designated neighborhood bus stops for pickups and drop offs of students throughout the city 

limits. The move is being made in the wake of state funding cuts. The story aired on 

Wednesday, August 1st on various newscasts throughout the day on both WVUB & WFML. 

Story length 50 seconds.   

     B.  College: Vincennes University’s Upward Bound program receives a  a 1.9 million 

dollar grant from the U.S. Department of Education to provide essential college preparation 

services to area students.  Upward Bound provides weekly sessions on financial literacy, 

college prep skills and counseling to low income students from Knox, Daviess, Greene, Gibson, 

Sullivan and Vanderburgh counties. The story aired Thursday, July 19th on both WVUB & WFML 

on various newscasts throughout the day. Story length :57 seconds.    

Chuck Johnson was introduced as the new provost at Vincennes University during the opening 

meeting of the University on August 16th.   Johnson spoke to VU faculty and staff about the 

role they play in ensuring that every student receives a quality education at VU. The story with 

audio comments from Johnson aired on Thursday, August 16th on both WVUB & WFML on 

various newscasts throughout the day on both stations. Story length :51 seconds.  

Stephen Black and Morgan Willingham with Vincennes University’s Art and Design program 

appeared on a segment of WVUT’s 22-Magazine to talk about National Portfolio Day on 

Sunday, September 30th.  Over 30 schools including one from Paris,  France will be on the VU 

campus to look at and critique artwork by High School and College Students work and also 

assist them with making application to those schools. The 13-minute segment aired Saturday, 

September 8th and 15th on WVUT-TV at 7:30 pm and Sunday, September 9th and 16th on 

WVUB at 8:30 am.  

In a releated story, A groundbreaking ceremony was held for VU’s new 4-million dollar Art and 

Design facility which is expected by the fall of the 2013 school year.  The 15-thousand square 

plus building will include studios and classrooms for instruction in ceramics and sculpture, 

metal and wood working. VU President Dick Helton and Art and Design Chair Stephen Black 

were interviewed for this story which aired on September 6th  on WVUT’s Newscenter-22 at 5 



pm and on various newscasts throughout the day on both WVUB & WFML.  Story length 1:30 

for TV and 54 seconds for radio. 

 

               5.  Public Safety (Crime, Fire, Severe Weather, Natural 

Disasters):   

Around 1700 residents in Vincennes and Knox County remained without power following 

storms which swept through the area July 1st.  To Speed up Duke Energy supplemented local 

work crews with employees from other areas not impacted by the storm.  Knox County 

Emergency Management Agency spokesman Kelly Streeter says the hardest hit areas were 

from Main Street South to the Bunker Hill area. The story aired Monday, July 2nd on both 

WVUB & WFML on various newscasts throughout the day. Story length 1:18 

Vincennes Police Detectives have linked a Vincennes man already in custody to a second home 

invasion and assault.  Detectives presented information to the Knox County Prosecutor’s Office 

resulting in additional charges against 47-year-old Paul Cessna.  He has been incarcerated since 

last October when police charged him with residential entry and attempted assault of a 

Vincennes teen.  The latest charges stem from another incident on October 21st of 2011. The 

story aired Tuesday, Jully 3rd on both WVUB & WFML on various newscasts throughout the 

day. Story length 1:00.   

With school resuming in August Knox County Sheriff Mike Morris is reminding motorists that 

morning and afternoon commutes will require patience and awareness as buses pickup and 

drop off students. Morris adds that the Sheriff’s Department will be increasing their patrols in 

the North and South Knox areas as school gets back in session.  The story with audio 

comments from Morris aired on Thursday, August 9th on various newscasts throughout the day 

on both WVUB & WFML. Story length :50 seconds.  

The Knox County Sheriff’s Department hosted the American Police Canine Association’s 

“Canine Nationals” the Week of Sept. 24-26th. Knox County Sheriff Jarrett Ford says the 

purpose of the event is for the canine teams to work together for certification.  The teams 

conducted training exercises at various sites around the community. The story along with 

comments from Ford aired Monday, September 24th on WVUT’s Newscenter-22 at 5 pm and 

on WVUB & WFML on various newscasts throughout the day. Story length 1:00.   

On Wednesday, 26th the Canine Teams put on a demonstration for the public at Inman Field.  

WVUT aired video highlights from the event which included a fireworks display on Thursday, 

September 27th on Newscenter-22 at 5 pm.   



6.  Fitness & Health issues:  

Rob McLin and John Manning appeared on a segment of 22-Magazine to discuss Good 

Samaritan Hospital’s 109 Million Dollar Beacon Project which will totally revamp the hospital 

and include a new 5-story inpatient tower.  McLin says it’s all part of the Hospital’s plan to 

remain competitive as a regional health care provider. The segment aired Saturday, July 14th 

and July 21st at 7:30 pm on WVUT-TV and Sunday, July 15th and July 22nd on WVUB at 8:30 am.          

 

 Vincennes Mayor Joe Yochum and Tod Held, Chairman of the Health Department at Vincennes 

Lincoln High School appeared on a segment of WVUT-TV’s 22-Magazine to talk about the 

Wheels to Safety program being implemented to keep city streets safe for bicyclists and 

motorists alike. The segment aired August 11th and 18th on WVUT-TV at 7:30 pm and Sunday 

August 12th and 19th at 8:30 am on WVUB.    

During Childhood Obesity Month the Vincennes YMCA is offering tips on how families in Knox 

County can incorporate regular physical activity and healthy eating into their lives. The Y’s 

marketing coordinator Elizabeth Pendley and Health Innovation Director Steve Madden were 

interviewed in the first of a two-part series which aired September 13th on WVUT-TV’s 

Newscenter-22 at 5 pm and on WVUB & WFML on various newscasts throughout the day.  

Story length 2:26 for TV and 1:10 for radio.  

Part-Two of the series profiled Good Samaritan Hospital’s “Fit Kids Program” . Cathy Lindsey, 

the Wellness Coordinator at GSH spoke of the high obesity rate among elementary students in 

Knox County and how the Fit Kids Program reaches out to students to promote Healthy Food 

Habits and activity.  The story aired on September 14h on WVUT’s Newscenter-22 at 5 pm and 

on various newscasts throughout the day on both WVUB &WFML. Story length 2:11 for TV and 

1:10 for radio.      

              7.   Community Service:  

              Vincennes University’s Residence Halls conducted a food drive for the city’s Pet Port on 

Thursday September 20th.   Residents were encouraged to drop-off dry food for the shelter’s 

dogs and cats at Tecumseh Park on the VU Campus.  A total of 750 pounds of dry food was 

donated along with 700-dollars in cash donations. The event was promoted throughout the 

day September 19th on all three of our stations and September 20th.    

 



                      Scott Shipman appeared on a segment of WVUT-TV’s 22-Magazine to discuss 

“Helping His Hand” a not-for-profit group that assists communities who’ve suffered from 

major disasters including tornadoes, earthquakes and floods.  Shipman says they’ve set up a 

website where people can make an online donation to help them with their mission.  The 

segment aired Saturday, August 11th and 18th at 7:30 pm on WVUT and Sunday, August 12th 

and 19th on WVUB at 8:30 pm.     

A fund has been estbablished at the Ambraw Federal Credit Union in Lawrenceville, Illinois to 

assist victims of an apartment fire that left them without a home. Jerri Leighty a local resident 

is spearheading the drive to assist the victims.  She talked about efforts to provide clothing, gift 

cards for food and gas and housing for some of the victims. The story aired July 11th on both 

WVUB & WFML on various newscasts throughout the day. Story length :58 seconds.  

               8.    Lack of Awareness of Non-Profit and Public Service 

Events and organizations.  

                       Tai Blythe and Susan Laughlin appeared on a segment of WVUT’s 22-Magazine to 

discuss the agency’s summer cooling program which provides assistance to low-income 

families who qualify for fans and help with their utilities.  The segment aired Saturday, July 14th 

and July 21st on WVUT-TV at 7:30 pm and Sunday, July 15th and 22nd on WVUB at 8:30 am.  

                       Bob Murawski with the United Way of Knox County appeared on a segment of 

WVUT-TV’s 22-Magazine to talk about the kick-off to this year’s campaign which has set a goal 

of raising 280-thousand dollars.  He also discussed how money is distributed to the various 

agencies the United Way serves along with other initiatives United Way is involved in to assist 

others in the community.    

               9.  Tourism, Arts and Culture:  

 Final preparations are underway for the annual Knox County Watermelon festival in 

downtown Vincennes.  Knox County Chamber of Commerce President Marc McNeece talked 

about the Great American grill-out competition which will be going on throughout the day 

along with other activities associated with the event including the Watermelon Queen 

Pageant.  The story along with audio comments from Mcneece aired on Tuesday, July 31st on 

both WVUB & WFML on various newscasts throughout the day. Story length 1:07.    

 

 David Skinner and Linda Osborne with the Indiana Military Museum appeared on a segment of 

WVUT’s 22-Magazine to promote the 5th annual salute to World War II Veterans at the 



Museum’s new location on Willow Street in Vincennes. They talked about activities that will be 

taking place on September 14th and 15th   along with the new location and how it will allow the 

museum to display more of its artifacts.  The segment aired on WVUT August 25th and 

September 1st on WVUT at 7:30 am and August 26th and September 1st on WVUB at 8:30 am. 

 

Promoted the 22nd annual International Chili Society Chili Cook-off in Downtown Vincennes.    

The aired on Monday, September 10th on various newscasts throughout the day on both 

WVUB & WFML. Story length :48 seconds 

                      Issues may be addressed through News, Public Service 

Announcements, Special Events Programming such as remote 

Broadcasts, In Studio Guests, etc.    

              


