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PUBLIC FILE QUARTERLY ISSUES

WIBM has found through personal contact in the community that the

10.

following issues need to be addressed on an ongoing basis.

COVID-19 Most important issue effecting everyones lives. Not only the effect,
but confusion for our residents. Living so close to St Louis and the differences
between Missouri and Illin causes mixups on how people need to respond.
WEATHER Severe winter weather weather has caused a number of
incidents in the local area. Extreme and prolonged cold and snow have presented
many travel problems and cancellations.

AGRICULTURE Although fewer people live on the farm in this market
area than ever before, agriculture is still the most important part of the local
economy. Those not involved in farming express concern about farm subsidies
and how they are applied.

EMERGENCY COVERAGE TV is available from the neighboring St.
Louis area. But resources are limited for covering local event.

SCHOOL NEWS The activities at schools seem to always be expressed as
important. Especially now with remote learning and cancellations. School
funding in [linois is also a statewide topic and that shows up in local concerns as
well.

RELIGION People express their concerns of getting information out to the
community about the church activities. There are concerns over numbers of
members in the churches, and the effects of aging on participation in the churches
and parishes in the community.

SOCIAL SERVICES With changes in the Medicare program, access to
the program has become a widely discussed topic. Access to social programs and
also the lack of knowledge about what is available is also expressed.

ILLINOIS COST OF LIVING New taxes and higher regulatory fees
exceed the cost of living in neighboring states and is forcing long time residents to
consider moving out of the area.

LOCAL NEWS There is no daily newspaper printed within the market area
of WBBA, (Pike, Scott, Greene, Brown and Calhoun Counties). This gives
WBBA coverage of local news, alerts, boil orders, emergency announcements
added importance.

Death Notices Always important in our rural community, the death notices
are important since we are the only daily media source, but with cancelled
services because of covid-19, info on deathes is especially important.



PUBLIC FILE — PROBLEMS ADDRESSED

This is a listing of what WIBM is doing to meet the needs
of the local community address in the quarterly issues list.

1. The Coronavirus has impacted our nation, along with
every other country in the world. This pandemic has
affected our daily lives, and we make sure to obtain
information from our local Health Departments on a
daily basis, as these numbers reflect the status of the
pandemic and restrictions in our local areas.

2. We have established our programming to be a first
choice for emergency information in our region.
During the pandemic this quarter we were in constant
contact with the emergency coordinators and local
Health Departments. We were the source for
confirmed cases in our rural area. We have made
direct connections with the officials at the Health
Department and the Hospital to get urgent reports on
the air immediately, if and when it is required.

3. To more thoroughly inform our audience we are
streaming specialty feature programming. We do this
for information and sports, but not music. This is also
aided by a comprehensive web site to re-enforce our
broadcast information.

4. We air a combination of news and public affairs
programs that deal with the health care issues of the
community, including all major health providers in our
area, Daily newscasts feature the stories on health



services, times and dates for clinics, and general
reports on health news.

. A full line-up of church programming airs each week
on Sunday. This is a combination of locally produced
church programs, live services, and prepared
programs. This is programming that is designed to
serve the people who find it hard to get out to their
church, and also helps to give public awareness to
those listening about the churches that are on the air.

. We offer long form programs that also serve as
interview time on the air to more fully explain the
services. We carry local newscasts on the hour at 6am,
7am, 8am, noon and in the late afternoon to keep the
community informed on the local news on a daily
basis. For news information we also subscribe to a
number of network services to gather our news from.
They include Metro Source, IRN, RFD Radio
Network, and Illinois Information Service.

. People in general come away confused when dealing
with the various social service programs that are
available, and many go unused. We air programs that
help direct those needing services to those that either
provide the service or provide information about them.
. We carry a program each morning (when families are
preparing for the day), that shares the information on
area school newsletters, their calendar of events, and
also the school breakfast and lunch menus. We
dedicate time in our local newscasts that publicizes the
upcoming school board meetings.

. Growing interest in recreation sectors of our local
economy has lead to our coverage of regulator



changes by the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources (this body makes decisions that are crucial
to the development of hunting attractions). RFD
Radio network caries a regular series of programs on
this subject matter, in addition to the local segments
that are aired in our local news.

10.  We broadcast a comprehensive array of farm
related programs, with over 100 each week. To offer
various perspectives and to get the complete story to
our listeners we are affiliated with these networks,
Brownfield Farm Network, RFD Radio Network,
Agritalk, and the tribune radio network. The
combination of all of these networks is designed to
give farmers a broad perspective on the changing
marketplace, and also inform the non farming segment
of the audience about this important segment of our
local and national economy. The only local grain
market report that ties together all area terminals is
aired 3 times daily.

11. WIJBM addressed cancellations amid the
COVID-19 Pandemic all throughout our local
communities. We included these announcements as
part of our local news segments and community
reports, which air multiple times daily.



On advice of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration and Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, Illinois will pause distribution of a COVID-19 vaccine developed by
Johnson & Johnson.

The federal agencieg“made that recommendation after reporting rare and severe blood
clots in six people-who had taken the vaccine. The CDC and FDA are reviewing the
datar tr1g those cases.

Those who develop severe headache, abdominal pain, leg pain, or shortness of breath
within three weeks after receiving the Johnson & Johnson vaccine should contact their
health care provider.

The “vast majority” of vaccines being administered in lllinois were developed by
Moderna and Pfizer. Of the allocation for this week, only 17,000 doses were Johnson &
Johnson. For next week, the state said it expects to receive 483,720 total doses of
COVID-19 vaccine, of which 5,800 doses are expected to be Johnson & Johnson.

Gov. JB Pritzker received the one-shot Johnson & Johnson vaccine on March 24.



An indicator of economic activity in lllinois continues to climb.

The University of lllinois Flash Index for June increased to 106.0, up from 105.3 in May. Any
reading above 100 is a sign of economic growth in the state. The number is based on factors
including tax revenues and individual and corporate earnings. Economists at the U of | note
the state isn’t out of the woods yet, pointing to an unemployment rate that remains a full
percentage point higher than the national average.

But jobless claims are slowly declining, with around 20,000 new claims in the past week,
down 12-percent from the week before.



New cases of COVID-19 continue to rise in lllinois. Nearly 38-hundred new cases are being
reported in the latest daily count...the highest since the end of January. Hospitalizations are
also up, with about 17-hundred COVID patients now in the hospital including 353 people in
ICU beds. An additional 28 people with the virus have died, bringing the total number of lives
lost in lllinois to more than 21 thousand. The state is averaging about 107 thousand vaccine
doses administered each day.

COVID-19 infections in lllinois’ nursing homes and veterans' homes have decreased, but
facility employees still seem hesitant to get vaccinated. Gov. J.B. Pritzker said last week that
about 70% of the state’s 65 and older population had received at least their first of two
vaccination injections. As of Mar. 15, 69,000 health care workers in lllinois had been fully
vaccinated, according to data compiled by the Center for Public Integrity. That amounts to
just over half of the state’s total staff. lllinois’ veterans’ homes have similar rates of
vaccination. Last month is was reported 96.9% of the residents and 53% of the staff at the
homes have been vaccinated.

New legislation would let lllinois community colleges offer bachelor's degrees in early
childhood education. A community college could apply to offer a bachelor of applied science
degree in the field under the proposal. Supporters say this is also a way to make a bachelor's
degree more accessible for non-traditional and lower income students.

A group of certified nurse anesthetists wants a change in state law it said will allow for better
quality surgical care in rural lllinois. Senate Bill 2566 could come up in a Senate Committee
this month. The lllinois Association of Nurse Anesthetists said the measure would drop a
“physical presence requirement.” If the measure is approved, it could help give rural
hospitals more flexibility to offer more services.

The lllinois Department of Labor is urging drivers to be careful during the busy spring
planting season. Motorists really need to reduce speed and just be patient when
encountering a big piece of farm equipment on the road. Extra caution should be used when
passing, since the farmer could be about to make a left hand turn Drivers should also
remember that farmers have limited visibility in the rear. Those driving farm equipment need
to do their part as well, having "slow moving vehicle" signage posted and the correct lights.
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AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION ] r
Drive-Thru Fish Fry
Friday, March 19th
11-1:30
Friday, April 2nd
11-1:30
400 Maple Summit
Enter JCH campus parking lot from south
and head north toward serving tent
ambulanceassociation@|ch.org

59.00 meal
Catfish Fritters
Home-Made Chips
Potato Salad
Cole Slaw

$6.00 Fish/Chips HSII FY




*191s1824 01 840" ydl@3unayew
[lews 10 /8%8°86%'819 [I1ED
@3iLiNIT St 3DVdS

dnon) [esIpay I_D['

papren aum)

25029 11 ‘9||inMasisf
peoy Auno) 1se3 0zz
wooy AJlunwiwo) xauuy iseg HOf

wdoo:L- wepg:L1
oz Aejp ‘Aepsaupapn

J|9s d1naqgelp 1s9q JnoA 3g ued noA os

Kem SA11D3)J2 pue 3JeS e U] SSa.3s 93eueL
puUe SJ0SSaJ1S AJ1Iusap) 03 S91891L.3S SSNOSIP
[lIM D-dN4 ‘z3inH-198uluo]) druueydals

jJuawWiageue|p
salaqgelq g SS9431S

Naval1=3e
"HONN1

33d4d




‘uoISUBIY Asusus) au) Uia sInoy jo adAl awos dn 18s 0} ueid am

puy ‘yBIL SIy} LO [B103dS YULIP USBMOJIEH B SABU O} SJUBINEISS) PUE SIEQ MISE O} Buiob ale epny "oziid B JO§ s8ssauIsng
Bunedioned ay; 1noybnoiyy sunjdwnd 10j Juny joBuBARDS B BABY IiIM S\ "Pa|lL le Aauj ‘payjy ale sjods auy usym pue
U187 Jequialdes apew &g ued sjuawjutoddy @0 YOI 8yl 18 dn 188 0} BuioB si 1BY] WNIPSW B 9ABY SN 'Sesudins

EIX3 M3} B YIa Ing 9187 uad( Se 1da0uod awes aui aq |IIm 3] 1S 818iS Uo a1eunybiN SABY ||IM M YI9Z 12000 UO

‘WwooJ yenbueqg aiua nawy dn ||y pinoys am ‘Bunjew auy) Ut sABY am syoaloid able| ayy
4O J/8 UNAA “ANUNWIWOD JNOC Ut S19YOB3] Y} WOy S2SU0dsal [NUSPUOM PEL SABY S 1euyabo) Alunwwod ay) pue |ooyds
ay1 Buug 0} Aem e sem siy] 'SiUIdS paysooun 18 pahe|dsip 99 |[IA Jey) YJOMUE JUSPNIS BABY [|IM 8M “LIST Aepy uQ

SHOIM SHIN

ysJep SHIM

speaJy] sheueds

19MIB BIXOIA

suue4 Axod3

Ajddng uapJeg) puE asnoyusal9 udjly
anbinog % Jeg Aineag NoA N0AY IV
‘sassauisng bunedoiued

‘ejedpiped o0} Jeplo
U1 wioy uonensiBel e Ino ||y 0 pesU [|Im sassellsng INq U sjedionied o) Jusas 8l B SISIy | "Bate Jey) ul dn Jes eq |Iim
18U} S9SSBUISNG / SABY SM "UCIBUIYSEAA PUE UDJY JO JBUIOD BU) UO 10| Buniied au) Ul aie- SISYBIN B 9G OS|E |M aiay |

syidg payooun
{ludy u Buneddied ag jou |jim) Jejesy | Wnipels 8y L

xog Yo dyl

eised % ezZd 088} 1€ sieisdn-o7 08 3yl

s .pad 19aMg

sead 199Mg apisul peieoo) anbinog s Agny

Buip e uo Bid

anbinog aueT Jea apIsul PS)EDO|-RINET UM 1 pajieN
ysi 1eoidolt 1SempInL

S20UG SUUlT |

solydelo sa1nr

AJeiqit onand alinkestar

EZZId S,0W]

malg |80 §,961099

S,UAjJBIN B UBLS ¢

{euny Jo Aey ui Bunedpiied aq Jou |lIm) 8240 YOI 8y} apisu pa)1eool-bBulaI wieyowie
ezZId4 souwogd

[JHD pue gnd s,rd

anbynog sue’ 88

e|inbal ese)

ulane] 0I18s0Ig

s)eD piedyoeg sy puokeg

000WY PUE 901y Bumny ajiupn U8amiaq 10] 8u) Ui pajedoj-anbinog JIasiNoA o9 anbiun ag
elsed g €72id 088} |

:sassauisng bBunedpiued

‘JUBAS UOE® 1B S21Boyiie0 Yib 6z¢ ¢ Aeme '
Buinib ag jjm oA iSABMESBAIB SapNoUl jeuy) sof pue Jeah siy) pauueld sesudins 210U ABY B\ 'SOUBIUSAUOD Buiddoys
1NoA 1oy wd g-g woJy uado Aels [jis SISSBUISNG ‘Yiuow: BYj 1o Aepsan] Uiy 3Y3 UO Bunadionied SasSaUISNG vE 8ABL 2

sl uad

|
E
|
f
i

(oI TIOWEPTIUOWFIMp Jowiting R8T W 5C-€ 4T 20z ¢ Jdy U0

e
"yonoy uj 2q |lim I

‘ADPSaUP2AR 2]gDIIDAD @G PINOYS INg MOLIOLIO} LOILD2]2 214 Supiiom wo T
‘puzZ Y4 4NOGD MOUY W }27]

iiksng usaq a4 noA u00S 0s aw 04 >ovq Buly4eb Joj syupyL

DSI7

uewiy, BSI

‘ / ,\ ﬂ { Nd G0:G 18 1202 'S |udy
‘w' /Vﬂ[)anﬁ 1‘1\ M a \/\/\M/l/f, A ssauisng ||eujs.:at|
/ / \ Jawoog 1If



JUDAR JUMS % SJUWIEYS UIS BY) L) Ul BY) 51 -loH

UOISSNoSIp=0e] BAIDE, /7OCSEBRPYEEBSE L/SIUSAS/UI0DNOOTRTE]! MMM/ SaNY
‘1UBAe a1eT] uad( ay 0] Mulj 8y} SI 2leH

Y

1AL 20166280 1 eWG-a0US-va /W00 0008 0E] WNm]]- SO

:9bed 3oogeoe4 |lews doys-ygOr aul 104 jui] 8y} S! 8I9H

o

"8011d 19301} 8Y} Ul papn|oul 10U SI SUOIIED0] 8U)

1O yoea 0] uoneuodsueRl] "824aWWI0) {0 JaquieyD Uuoyels) ayl pue ygOr eyl woly buimelp e
J8jus pue sassauisng Bunediomied ayl Jo || USIA ‘|oycofe Buipnjoul sjuans ul sredioled o) ebe
JO SJeah {Z 1Se9| JB 8Q 1SNUI NOA "SPuUnjal ON “1eyieam Jo ssajpiebal pjay aq ||im JUaA8 SIy |

BH8E0R0ET Y |/8/WL L 5] JGIUSAR MMM

Ul SIY] MOJI0) 183011 INOA aseyaind 0}

passap yum eubues abpoT ¢

££029 I ‘uoyels ‘palg 8BpoT £G9¢E | 1e pajedo] epanblep sied

soinl eiddiy yum paued siapiis Miod psjind

££029 7| ‘uoyeID) 1S Ul M |28 1e peieoo| DG Nid Bmer

suim yoead sawwins yum paled aze|b UOQINOG B UlM SJapI|S 18ys1g
££029 7] ‘UoyBID 1S UIBN M 00 1B paredo) AJauii) uoyel

elsebliew e yum palred ooey pauy deaQ

L€028 1| ‘'ucyeIn) 1S UlBN M 922 1B P8ledo) qnd Uoyely |

auUBDLUNY B YUm paales eAeequer
£€029 I ‘UoyeJr) 1S JBlBAA G2 1B paleoo| Jeg J8isAQ uoyeln

alysn|s auim yoead e yum palied ‘siexoelo Alones yim Buoje dip esesyo ousdeleljAiieqdsel
£€029 71 ‘uoyeIn) 15 JSIBM GLE 1B peledO| JodieH Uoleln

"0)@ ‘8seayd ‘eaw yum paysiuteb Aew Apooig |

££029 || ‘uoyels) ‘ulelyl 3 10Z e peledo| 1exong Apooig

WINIPUNUOY) 80UBNJIUOY) SBLIBY 10 1Sy, OIRISO Bj|a1Y 021G JO 821040 INoA yum eyidoyiueds
L€029 I ‘uoyesn) 1S URIN M | 80140 J1dy} e pajedo| AlsUIp s.suay

‘Buinias a9 |jIm ssauisng

uoee Jeym puy ued noA mojeg ‘anaenbiely alsd pue Jid BmeH ‘AIsuip UOYRID ‘gnd uoyes Jeg JelsAQ uouels

‘Jogie uoyess) 1eyong Apoojg ‘Aisuip seuay woll ajdwes yuup pue pooj aineubis e 136 |im noA 5e¢ Jo+ | |udy sfes
UO JUBM SI18Y21] ‘0G| O) Pajill @JE PUB Wi JO pesye paseyoInd ag 0} Pasu [|IM JUSAS SIU) 10j S1I8XD11 JusAe sy} Bugsoy
aq |IIm LoYeI9 Jo AIID ByL puB YOl 8yl ‘wd 009 O} We 0Q:L] WOl WG] AB UO UOYEID Ul P|ay aQ M Jusis siy]

(oS 3 ejdwes ‘dig

WG Z ARy JO aut Bunsol
SBUDM PARAMP D Ui RDIOIDDA BAIS 2P U205 Bionn BuiLaddrl SN 191y CSRLISHT 2101 A28 DSIE

1779
Vi 1/




¢40¢e9
1 ‘S|jinNasiapr ‘peoy Aluno ) 1se] OzZz ‘Wooy

Alunwwon xauuy 1seg HOr ‘uoneoo| Bunesiy

18)s16a14 0} Bio ysl@bunsyiew jlewa
10 /8%8°'861'819 l[eD jpajwi| s| 8oeds ‘ALnH

‘papinoid ag |[Im younT “saunlul
|28y Juanaid 0} moy pue ‘suoljdo juawieal)
|eoibins pue |esibins-uou ay) ‘uied |gay Jo
sasnhed ay) ulejdxa ||Im Nda ‘Ayuenoin uaine

1AD NV 0E:LL LV L2 "ddV 'aam
uled |99H uo uiea ® youn

oal}) e Bunsoy si jeudsoH Alunwwo) Assisp



310°19AeadjoAepjeuoizeu-mmm
wodjlewd® 6/ Wl

SZTZ-919-819
41dAN ‘401euIpI00) AJUNOD “JOUIIA BPUIT

‘Aj2422ul1s
‘buipying 1noA ui s1aA}f payoniip ayz buibuny noA aipira1ddp pynom a
"9A0| NOA sauo ayl pue noA ssa|q poo Aejp|

j249Y1 noA Sulaas 03 psemuoy )oo| | -a1edidiped o1 way)y a8eJnodua
pue a21J0 UnoA ul sesAojdwas ay3 01 suaAj} paydelie sy3 1no puey noA eyl yse osje pjnom
| 'y19g Aejn ‘Aepsany] uo uaAeud uoy sn uiof ases|d ‘@4niny uno pue ‘AJunod JnoA jo ayes ayi Jo4

"JuaAa Juepodwi Aian siyl Jo4 ut utof Aew siayio 1eyi os a3ed yoogade4 Jno jo

S0apIA pue s3sod ay3 aJeys 03 noA adeanodus | "709295/609/0999/509PIA/850908CE0E0L LT T
-Sloul|||-AJuno)-Aasiaf-19Aeid-10-ABQ-|eUOI1eN /W03 00gade) MMM/ /1sd11y

1e udas 9q ued 3| j9jdoad QOO‘E Inoge Aq pamaln sem 03pIA Auno) ASsJar umo JnQ

“19Aeud ui 1ay1ad0) Suiwod 9jdoad Jo 3ynsaJ e se 9|doad JO SaAl| pue sueay

3Y3 ul 3Ul0p SI POD JJO0M 3|qIPaJoUl 3Y3 93S 0] Ul}IIX3 0S S, 3| "Yuea ayj ssosoe Aio|3 s,poo
Aeud 03 padeisnodus pue ealswWYy 404 9pa24ajul 0] uodn pajjed pue swJiojle|d eipaw |BID0S UO
pade3us aiam suol|jiw ‘49Aeld Jo Aeq JeuoiieN Syl uQ ‘6T0OZ WoJ} %9z Aq paseasoul ‘usheld
Jo AeQ |euoneN 3uiuiaouo0d 0z AelAl Bulinp sisod eipaw [BID0S “duljuo AJDAISN|IXS sem
1USAS 9Y3 Y3noy3 USAS ‘S92UBAISqO S JedA 1Se| JO $S920NnS 3yl Inoge paeay aney osje Aew noj

"19Aeud jo Aeq |euonien [e1d1440 ayi se Aejl ul Aepsanyl 1s414 9yl Suizeusdisap Ajjeoyyioads
‘ueSeay pjeuoy uapisaid Aq pausis pue 886T Ul papusawe sem me| 3y "uewnd) AsieH
1uaplisald Aq pausis sem yaiym ‘uolinjosad juiof e passed ssau8uo) sa1e1s pallun syl usym
7S6T Ul me| |esapa) Aq paysijgelss sem Jahedd o Aeq |euoileN |enuue ay3 ‘mouy Aew noA sy

"SIUSAS JO 3|NPaYds ay3 Jo JoAl

B S| paydeny -"JusaAd a3yl 1noysnoayl aisnw diysiom 29 |[Im 34343 pue Auowaiad 3ejj e yIm
uI3aq [|IMm SUlUSAS 3Y] Saljiwe) pue ‘Sjooyds ‘sayainyd ‘elpaw ‘suapuodsad 1541 JUSWUIDA03
|e20] ‘SJ9ped| |eIUSWUIBA0S JNO ‘Uoileu Jno 10} JaAead yum paj|i4 99 [[IM JUSAS 3Y] “IAId

00:8 01 IAld 0E:9 WoJy 3|IAASSISr ‘U paigan|g 00€ 18 XY24nyda4i 18 piay 34 ||IM 32UBAISSO
JnQ ‘T2Z0T ‘Y9 Aey ‘Aepsinyl uo Ajlunwiwod Jno ul 3duealasqo JaAeud syl pusiie o}

Jje1s unoA pue noA ayaul 01 padajinlad |93} | ‘92404 yse] Jaheud Jo Aeq [euonieN ay3 jo ued sy

120T ‘T |Mdy “JUMQ Ssaulsng Jeaq




WO sioldiu|sjeHpueUaZEH MMM
"196pnqg ay 1enew ou ‘sadinos pue sdi Auew se Buuayo ‘ABisus pue wseisnyiua Jo |3A3] awes
8y saldde pue sBuuq juald mau yaes abusjieys sy} skolus ybisjysy ‘uonelnsuod ubisap Aunoy ue 03 108foid
© apeos afiie| e wolH ‘Aupeuonaun; pue Aineaq usamiaq saueeq B aAsIlyoe 01 SALIS ey sadeds subisap ybisjysy
slouLiu| 8jeH + uazeH Jo Jaubisag BuipunoH
uoyjiwreH ybiajysy




THD BONIN JHL 203 LNaY H3HLONY
HLIM FLON NOISSTNEG D 03ZIMVLON GINDIS ¥ ONIS O
NOLLYZINWIN SHL 30 IWLL IHE 1V NYROEYNO TYHT H0
INIHYL ¥ HLIM 38 LSO 070 SHVAA BL 30MN NE80HD

¢l 1X3 1969-2v6-LLC

31NAd3HDS O1 T1VD
ATNO INFWINIOddY AT
ONLLYNIDOVA ATINIYEND 3¥V IM

INIWLdVd3d HLTVIH
AINNOD INIFHD
1V

aNAINOIA TO0HDS




New legislation would modernize the state's FOID and concealed carry systems. The bill is
an initiative of the lllinois State Police and makes some much-needed updates. For starters,
they want to sync up the FOID and concealed carry permits into one card and allow them to
be renewed at the same time. They want automatic FOID renewal for those who have
submitted their fingerprints and to have an electronic version of the card. The measure also
creates an online portal of people prohibited from owning a gun for use by law enforcement
agencies.

State lawmakers are on the way to approving lllinoisans' access to a medical treatment
called biomarker testing. The measure unanimously Wednesday to expand health coverage
for the process that uses genetic information to prevent, diagnose or treat diseases like
cancer. The measure now goes to the lllinois Senate.

House Speaker Emanuel “Chris” Welch is creating a new task force to review statues on
state properties. Welch said the goal is to re-evaluate public art in an effort to “ensure that
statues and other ceremonial landmarks on state property reflects the values and morals of
our state.” Welch'’s office said hearings will be held to produce recommendations for statues
to be taken down or possibly erected.

A new bill would tie spending in Springfield to growth in household income. Senate Bill 589
would create a spending cap that ties general revenue appropriations to growth in the
median household income. Supporters say the bill would allow for predictable, sustainable
growth in state spending without tax hikes. Research shows state spending grew 30% faster
than lllinois’ median household income over the past decade.

The lllinois House is voting to decriminalize HIV. Currently, it's a crime to knowingly transmit
HIV or not disclose HIV status before engaging with a sexual partner. The bill passed on a 90
to nine vote and still needs Senate approval.

House lawmakers are voting for legislation that aims to bring an end to puppy mills. The
measure prohibits pet stores from selling dogs and cats obtained from a breeder. They can
only sell pets they get from animal control or a shelter. The legislation still lets the public buy
dogs and cats from private breeders. It now moves to the Senate for consideration.

Students would learn more about Asian American history under legislation passed by the
lllinois House Wednesday. it's called the Teach Act, requiring more lessons on the
contributions of Asian Americans and the incarceration of Japanese Americans during World
War Two. The measure applies to elementary through high school and if signed into law,
would take effect beginning in the 2022-2023 school year.



An education bill was unanimously passed by the lllinois House of Representatives that
would give more religious freedom to kids in schools around the state. The new
legislation would allow students to be excused from physical education courses during a
time of religious fasting. All the parent would need to do is notify the principal in writing
and their child will not have to participate in PE for that length of time. The bill passed
unanimously and will now head to the Senate.

The Grand American championships will be returning to the World Shooting and
Recreational Complex in Sparta in 2021. The lllinois Department of Natural Resources
officially approved the use of the shooting complex for both the Grand American and
U.S. Open shooting competitions. Last year's competition was held in Missouri after
IDNR cited COVID-19 concerns and wouldn't allow Sparta to host the competition.
The Grand American World Trapshooting Championships is the largest shooting event
of its kind, spanning several days with more than 20 events and thousands in
attendance. The US Open will take place June 2-6, and the Grand American is August
4-14.

In celebration of its 16th anniversary, the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and
Museum in Springfield will offer free admission on Monday, April 19. One guest will
have their "golden ticket" chosen in a drawing. This person will win a gift basket filled
with Lincoln merch that is valued at $210. The museum is also offering its History
Detective game, a scavenger hunt for younger attendees. All players will earn a prize.
Although admission is free for all on Monday, people must make a reservation online
beforehand.



