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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 3rd Quarter 2018
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KABC-TV 

ABC7 -CORE ISSUES 
3rd Quarter 2018

CORE ISSUES 

ABC7 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the 
third quarter of 2018: 

1. Public Safety
2. Politics
3. Wildfires
4. Immigration
5. Transportation

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report. 
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ABC7 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 
3rd Quarter 2018

PUBLIC SAFETY 
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  July 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 
20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  August 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  September 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.  
Total Coverage: 1 Day 6 Hours 11 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News devoted a significant amount of airtime covering the numerous public 
safety issues that pertain to the Los Angeles area, including various police pursuits and the extreme 
heat conditions over the summer.

The station covered various police chases, but the one that garnered the most significant amount of 
air time during third quarter involved the pursuit of a suspect that ended in a hostage situation at a 
local Trader Joe’s, which also resulted in the death of the store manager.  The incident started with 
a family dispute in South Los Angeles, where the suspect allegedly shot his grandmother and 
another female victim.  The suspect then had fled in his grandmother's 2015 Toyota Camry, taking 
the wounded female victim with him.  Officers tracked the car using LoJack - a stolen vehicle 
tracking system - and officers tried to stop the car in Hollywood, but the man had refused to pull 
over.  During the chase, the suspect fired at officers, shooting out the back window of his car, 
before he crashed into a pole outside the supermarket, and an officer-involved shooting occurred.  
The suspect, who sustained a gunshot wound to his arm, ran into the Trader Joe's, located in the 
2700 block of Hyperion Avenue, where several SWAT officers and an armored vehicle surrounded 
the building. Frightened customers and workers dove for cover as police bullets fired at the suspect 
shattered the store's glass doors. Some inside the supermarket climbed out windows as scores of 
police and firefighters and 18 ambulances converged on the scene and prepared for mass 
casualties. Police believe the deceased victim was shot inside the store, possibly during a shootout 
between officers and the suspect. Officers attempted to render aid to her at the scene, but she died 
from her injuries.  The station devoted time to not only the incident while it was happening, but 
also followed the story after the suspect’s arrest, as well as covering the aftermath that followed.

ABC7 Eyewitness News also devoted much airtime to the extreme heat conditions that gripped the 
southland and the surrounding areas.  The station warned its viewers to stay indoors as much as 
possible during the extreme heat conditions, as not only was it dangerous to be out in the heat but 
also unhealthful due to the poor air quality from the many fires that also burned during this time.  
It turned out to be the hottest summer on record in Southern California.
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POLITICS
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  July 1, 3, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 23, 25, 26, 
27.  August 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 28, 
29, 30, 31.  September 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 
27, 28.  
Total Coverage:  7 Hours 39 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on a variety of political issues at the local level.  Significant 
airtime was devoted to covering the controversial proposal to split California into three states as 
well as the minimum wage issue.

The station covered the contentious ballot initiative to split California into three states for the 
upcoming November ballot.  The billionaire backer of the ballot, Tim Draper, had asked the state 
supreme court to dismiss a lawsuit trying to remove it from the ballot.  An environmental group 
filed the suit claiming the measure exceeds the scope of the ballot initiative process and would 
drastically alter California’s governance and that could harm California’s environment. However, 
supporters of the initiative, including Draper, had claimed California had become ungovernable in 
its current configuration and because of its population and geographic diversity.  The California 
Supreme Court did indeed block the measure from appearing on the November ballot.  The justices 
said significant questions had been raised about its validity.   The Cal-three bill would have left it 
up to voters to split the State into California, Southern California and Northern California.  The 
court is now considering a challenge to the bill.  In the end, Draper, gave up on the effort. He had 
spent nearly two million dollars on the initiative.  

The other topic of interest that ABC7 Eyewitness News included in its reporting was on the issue 
of minimum wage and how it effects Californians.  The minimum wage went up in Los Angeles, 
Santa Monica and Malibu.  The new wage of $13.25 an hour will be for businesses with 26 or 
more employees, and $12 an hour for companies with 25 or fewer workers.  In LA, the wage is set 
to climb in steps between now and 2020 when it will be $15 an hour.  ABC7 also reported on the 
hundreds of Disneyland employees who marched to the entrance of the park in Anaheim to 
demand a living wage.  Workers said they didn't make enough money to cover basic needs.  The 
Anaheim City Council had voted to put an initiative on the November ballot. Voters will decide in 
November whether Disney, along with other Anaheim companies, must pay their employees a 
higher wage.  Disney released a statement saying, quote: “We've made one of the most significant 
wage offers in our history - a 36 percent increase in minimum rates reaching 15-dollars by 2020, 
significantly outpacing California's minimum wage.  Unfortunately, union leaders would rather 
stage stunts than negotiate an agreement that would allow their members to actually receive these 
pay increases."   Union reps said the offer is still not enough.  
Disclaimer:  The Walt Disney Company is the parent company of ABC7.
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WILDFIRES
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  July 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 
20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  August 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  September 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.  
Total Coverage: 11 Hours 43 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported extensively on the numerous fires that hit the station’s viewing 
area.  But entire newscasts were dedicated to the fire in Trabuco Canyon area along Holy Jim 
Canyon and Trabuco Creek in the Cleveland National Forest.  The fire, known as the Holy Fire, 
began burning on August 6th and did not reach 100% containment until mid-September.  Fifty-one 
year old Forrest Gordon Clark was charged with starting the fire. He is being evaluated for mental 
illness before the case can go to trial.  The station reported and updated viewers as the Holy Fire 
continued to damage and destroy structures in its path, twenty-four in all.  After scorching nearly 
23-thousand acres and being declared 100% contained, the Holy Fire suddenly flared up again and 
burned another 150 more acres.  Additional resources were ordered.  The fire jumped established 
fire lines-- threatening communications towers on Santiago Peak.  The fire charred nearly 24-
thousand acres in Orange and Riverside counties before it was fully contained on September 14th.

IMMIGRATION
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  July 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 24, 
25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.  August 3, 4, 6, 7, 10, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 24, 25, 31.  September 6, 
7, 12, 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 30.  
Total Coverage: 2 Hours 18 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on the continuing controversy of the Trump administration’s 
President Trump’s “zero tolerance” policy, whereby unauthorized immigrant parents traveling with 
their children were being criminally prosecuted and separated from their children. 

ABC7 reported on how Los Angeles stepped up to help children separated from their families at 
the US-Mexico border.  The City Council and the County Board of Supervisors approved using ten 
million dollars to provide them with legal aide. The money will come from the LA Justice Fund, 
created to help immigrants without violent pasts facing deportation. LA Mayor Eric Garcetti and 
Supervisor Hilda Solis announced the creation of the fund in 2016 -- in anticipation of President 
Trump's immigration policies.  However some question the use of public money to help people 
trying to enter the country illegally.

That station also covered California Senator Kamala Harris’s efforts to introduce a bill aimed at 
reuniting families separated at the U.S. border.  Harris was joined by several other democrats for 
the announcement on Capitol Hill.  The "Re-unite Act" calls on the Trump Administration to 
immediately hand over all separated children to their parents.  More than two thousand immigrant 
children are still waiting to be reunited with their parents.
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TRANSPORTATION
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  July 10, 11, 14, 24, 25, 29, 30, 31.  August 1, 2, 3, 9, 10, 14, 15, 
16, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, 26, 28, 29, 30, 31.  September 3, 4, 6, 17, 19, 20, 23, 24, 25, 26, 29.  
Total Coverage: 2 Hours 21 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on the growing usage of electric scooters throughout cities in 
Southern California.  

In Beverly Hills, the city council approved a ban on motorized scooters within city limits.  
Violators face the scooters being impounded and/or fines. Citations were being handed out for 
riders cruising without helmets or a driver's license.

Culver City gave e-scooters a trial run. Many people need more transportations options and they 
say the scooters are easy to use and easy on the wallet. Culver City worked with Bird Scooter 
Company to control the number of scooters in its city. Culver City wanted it capped at 175 scooter.
The city will require all riders to wear helmets, be over 18 and have a valid driver’s license.
Governor Brown signed legislation requiring helmets for minors, but not for adults, riding electric 
scooters.  The legislation also limits scooter riders to 15 miles per hour.  The new state law takes 
effect January 1st. 

The station also covered City Councilman Paul Koretz’s introduction of a motion to ban the 
scooters until the city drafts full regulations on their use in Los Angeles.  Koretz said he had 
received hundreds of complaints from residents about the safety of the electric scooters.

ABC7 reported on the four companies that will soon be able to operate dockless electric scooters 
and e-bikes in Santa Monica.  Lime, Bird, Lyft, and the uber-owned "Jump" were chosen to take 
part in a pilot program set to kick off September 17th. Each of the four companies will be limited 
to operating 750 devices -- but not on sidewalks, the famous pier or the crowded beach bike path.  


