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3rd Quarter 2018

 “VISTA L.A.” MAGAZINE SHOW

Show: VIS #0418 
Air Date: 7/7/18
Length: 30 minutes
Origin: Local 
Type: Public Affairs and Informational 

Vista L.A. Host: Anabel Muñoz
Vista L.A.'s Anabel Muñoz traveled south of the border to Baja California where children who face tough 
circumstances are forced to live on the street or in orphanages that don't receive any government aid.  
We met a woman who was raised in one of these orphanages, but who also says it was the best things 
that could've happened to her. She turned a heartbreaking situation into something remarkable and life-
changing for thousands of children.

DOOR OF FAITH 
Hilda Pacheco, founder of Corazon de Vida, a foundation dedicated to helping 10 orphanages with 
hundreds of children. Door of Faith Orphanage in the town of La Mision in Tijuana, Mexico, is where 
Hilda's life story began. She entered the orphanage at 8 years old. Hilda said, looking back, it's the best 
thing that could've happened to her and her siblings. Hilda admits the separation was incredibly difficult, 
but deep down she was grateful to her mother for this decision. Growing up here, Hilda never imagined 
returning someday as an adult. At the time, her focus was to reunite her family.  She was eventually able 
to bring her family back together in the U.S. Then, 15 years after she left the orphanage, she returned to 
the Door of Faith Orphanage for a visit that would change her life, yet again.

CORAZON DE VIDA IS BORN 
In 1993, Hilda Pacheco was a manager at a successful aerospace company in Southern California. At the 
time, she didn't want people to know she had been raised in an orphanage in Mexico. That is until the 
moment she realized her story could plant desperately-needed seeds of change. Hilda realized that in 
order to help the orphanage, she first had to share her life story. She reached out to her employer and 
other colleagues in the U.S. Her courage paid off. She began fundraising and Corazon de Vida was born! 
With the foundation's support, the orphanage has been retrofitted with updated buildings, a barber 
shop, library and homework room.
Corazon de Vida's reach has also expanded to support 10 orphanages throughout Baja California and 
raises more than $1 million every year.
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FATHER FIGURE GEORGE PEREZ 
During our trip to Baja California, George Perez, a Director for Corazon de Vida, drove us to the 
orphanages that the foundation helps support. George manages the day-to-day operations, something 
that he didn't expect to do for a living. Now he makes weekly trips to Baja, giving his full attention and 
more to hundreds of kids who live in an orphanage, or a casa hogar, as they are known in Mexico. 
George brings potential and existing donors to visit the homes so they can see how their donations 
make a difference and are improving the lives of these children.
Over the years, George has seen many of the kids develop into wonderful young men and women. 
Although many come from broken families and incredibly sad situations, he is consistent in their lives 
and feels fortunate to have the opportunity to know the children.
And just like a father, he worries about his kids. Even though he can't prevent the despair or hardship 
their reality might bring, he chooses to focus on what he can help provide -- shelter, security and smiles.

HACIENDA ORPHANAGE 
Hilda Pacheco, founder of Corazon de Vida, took Vista L.A. to orphanages south of the border in Mexico 
that her foundation helps support. One stop took us to Hacienda Orphanage in Tijuana, which was 
started about 20 years ago by a nun who wanted to provide a refuge for mothers and children -- most of 
them victims of domestic violence. Today, it is home to about 45 kids.
We met 13-year-old Osiris. She lives at Hacienda Orphanage with her two younger brothers. Their story 
has parallels to Hilda's, who was also raised at an orphanage with her siblings in Baja. She told us in 
Spanish that her dad works day and night, so they were left at the orphanage. She's old enough to 
understand the reasons she lives there and how important donations are for kids in situations like hers. 
Having an impact on the future of children like Osiris and her brothers is at the heart of Corazon de Vida. 
We asked Hilda what it's like to walk around the orphanages and see the changes.

CORAZON DE VIDA BUS TRIPS 
Corazon de Vida hosts many fundraisers throughout the year to support and help put food on the table 
for roughly 500 children from 10 orphanages in Mexico annually. One of their most successful ways to 
raise money is day-long bus trips, which are offered monthly, and usually sell out. The buses are filled 
with volunteers, potential and existing donors that meet at 5:30 a.m. in Los Angeles, Irvine, or San 
Diego. Most bring toiletries and supplies for the children they will travel hundreds of miles to see in Baja 
Mexico. The participants say the experience is truly life-changing. Some locals take the Corazon de Vida 
bus trips regularly. For them, the kids across the U.S./Mexico border at these orphanages are family and 
have enriched their lives tremendously.

CORAZON DE VIDA’S HIGHER EDUCATION PROGRAM 
In Mexico, once kids age out of the orphanage system, they're on their own. So in 2002, a local woman 
named Hilda Pacheco set out to ensure a better future for them by creating a higher education program 
through her foundation, Corazon de Vida, headquartered in Irvine. We met with some of the program's 
outstanding recipients at Vista Hermosa Natural Park in the heart of Los Angeles. Alberto Chavez, Norma 
Huerta, Rocio Martinez and Jacky Avila were all raised in case hogares (orphanages) in Baja Mexico. For 
each of them it was a much-needed fresh start. With the support of Corazon de Vida, they're now in 
college, trade or technical school pursuing careers they are passionate about. Corazon de Vida is 
currently helping about 45 students pursue their higher education dreams, with everything from tuition 
and housing to transportation and basic living expenses. The students we met are determined to serve 
their communities in Mexico and all feel so grateful to Corazon de Vida.


