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Station KWCH –DT is a CBS Network affiliate in its service area.  In carrying out its 

responsibilities as a public trustee, the station deals with and is responsive to the principal 

issues arising in its community on a continuing basis.  A variety of specials, public 

service announcements, public affairs programs and broadcasts on matter of concern to 

our community are supplemented, in some cases, with in-community projects.  Our most 

significant programming, which has dealt with current community issues during the 

preceding three-month period, is set forth below. 

 

There are three primary satellites of KWCH-DT which simulcast most of the 

programming. KBSD-DT, KBSH-DT, and KBSL-DT do insert local segments and are 

listed in the Supplemental Issues and Programming report for each station.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Specific Treatment of Community Issues  

 

News stories carried in any of five daily newscasts, Monday through Friday,  

and on three per day newscasts on Saturday, and on two per day newscasts on 

Sunday, ranging in length of 45 seconds or more, address community issues.   

 

 

 



 

 

 
COMMUNITY ISSUES 

 

 

Crime - Channel 12 reports regularly on criminal activity throughout the entire Channel 

12 viewing area as well as the rest of the country and the world.  Here we are listing just 

a few of the stories that were included in our newscast this quarter. 

 

Community - Events impacting the quality of life, including community caring and 

involvement. 

 

Economy - The economy is of major importance to Kansas residents.  Continuing growth 

keeps our employment rate high; new contract acquisitions by the local aircraft 

manufacturers, old businesses leaving town, new businesses coming in, proposed tax 

increases/decreases, and major weather concerns for residences and businesses. All of 

these factors impact the community, and are of ongoing interest and concern for our 

viewing audience.  

 

Education - Channel 12 has updated its method of covering educational issues in its 

viewing area, with the assignment of one reporter to focus solely on education. 

 

Environment - Environment issues and concerns are of interest to the Channel 12 

viewing area  and are aired regularly in our newscasts to keep our viewers as informed as 

possible of the latest in  Environmental technology, treatments, advisories, etc.   

 

Health & Safety - The well-being of Channel 12 viewers is always our top concern and 

the Channel 12 News Team is on top of every issue from traffic hazards to severe 

weather warnings, school closings, fire safety, disaster preparedness and emergency 

situations.  And, with severe weather season, storm spotter training meetings are held 

several times a week in locations throughout the Channel 12 viewing area all over the 

state. 

 

Politics - Channel 12 makes sure to convey to viewers the issues and decisions by city, 

county and state government can affect them.     



 

 

Description of Programs Providing Most 

Significant Treatment of Community Issues 

 

Program    Day   Time 

 
Eyewitness News This Morning Monday – Friday 5:00 - 7:00 am 

 

Eyewitness News at Noon  Monday – Friday  12:00N - 12:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 5:00  Monday – Friday 5:00 - 5:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 6:00  Monday – Friday 6:00 -   6:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 10:00  Monday – Friday 10:00 - 10:35 pm 

 

Eyewitness News Saturday Morning Saturday  8:00 – 10:00 am 

 

Eyewitness News Weekend  Saturday  6:00 -   6:30 pm 

     Saturday  10:00 - 10:35 pm 

 

Eyewitness News Weekend  Sunday  5:30 -   6:00 pm 

     Sunday  10:00 – 11:00 pm 

 

All of KWCH-DT News programs are locally produced live news 

programs that present a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue 

related stories. The issue responsive program segments are usually 

two minutes in duration, unless otherwise noted. 

 

Public Service   All Days  Any times 

 

KWCH-DT broadcasts local and national public service 

announcements of varying lengths throughout its broadcast 

schedule. Some of the announcements are part of campaigns on 

one subject. 



 

 

CBS Network Programming 

 Program   Day   Time 

 

 
60 Minutes   Sundays  6:00 pm 

This is a CBS public affairs program featuring investigative reporting on issues facing the 

American public.  

 

48 Hours Mystery  Saturdays  9:00 pm 

This CBS program is an hour-long investigation on one current issues with a different 

topic each program. 

 

Sunday Morning  Sundays   8:00 am 

Produced by CBS News, this hour and a half program presents news and current issue 

stories as well as human-interest features. 

 

Face The Nation  Sundays  9:30 am 

A weekly half hour CBS program discussing a spectrum of national and international 

issues. 

 

CBS Up To The Minute Monday - Friday 2:30am - 4:30am 

Overnight Daily CBS News program features news, weather, issue-oriented stories, 

health tips and general interest items. 

 

CBS Morning News  Monday – Friday 4:30am – 5:00am 

Daily CBS News program features news, weather, issue-oriented stories, health tips and 

general interest items. 

 

CBS This Morning  Monday – Friday 7:00 – 9:00 am 

 

The CBS Evening News  Monday – Friday 5:30 – 6:00 pm 

 

CBS Saturday Morning Saturdays  6:00 - 8:00 am 

 

 



 

 

 

Features in Newscasts 
 

 

Newstalk  
Monday through Friday Morning & Noon Newscasts 

 

Locally produced segment that runs approximately 2-4 minutes during the 

Noon and morning Newscast with live call-ins answering questions about 

healthcare, pet care, plant care, and home economics. 

 

Daily Birthdays  
Monday through Friday Morning Newscasts 

 

Community Involvement  

Viewers send in their birthday announcements for any relative or friend 

and the birthday person’s picture is shown. A daily winner of the Channel 

12 Morning Newscast coffee mug is awarded to one of the birthday 

persons. 

 

Answerback 12 

 Sundays 10:00pm  

 

Locally produced feature including viewer’s comments and answering 

viewer’s questions about programming and other general questions about 

KWCH 12. 

 

FactFinder 12  Investigations 

  Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced investigative reports of consumer complaints. 

 

Crime Watch 

Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced reports on local/state crime and safety. 

 

Education 

Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced stories on local/state schools and education issues 

 

Economy 

Newscast on various days and times 

 



 

 

Locally produced stories on local/state economy and on issues that affect 

viewers’ economic livelihood. 

 

Consumer Watch 
5pm Newscast Tuesday-Wednesday-Friday 

Various other times 

 

Stories on new products available and whether they work.   

Also anything related to product recalls, and other consumer-type 

situations.  

 

Does It Work 

10pm Wednesdays 

 

Locally produced reports on retail items and if they work as advertised. 
 

 



 

 

MAY SWEEPS 

*Guns In Schools – Who Should Know? – FF Investigators (Schwanke/Taylor) 

Teachers at Heights High School were upset after they weren’t notified a student had a gun in 

school.  The principal decided not to alert staff but did notify parents.  He defended his decision 

saying he “didn’t want it to get leaked to the media.”  The Wichita School District does not have 

a standard policy on when/how/why they notify parents/teachers when a gun incident happens in 

school.  We KORA this information and ask why the district does not have a standard policy on 

this important information. 

 

*What To Do – How To Survive – FF Investigators (Heap/McMullen) 

No one wants to think it will happen to them.  We call in an expert to give advice on how to 

handle a shooter situation.  Should you keep quiet, should you run?  Should you tell your kids 

how to prepare or will this scare them? 

*Security At Hand  - FF Investigators (Schwanke/Gordon) 

With burglaries on the rise, we look at the growing popularity of home surveillance systems.  We 

have local video where someone is caught on camera.  We talk with a Wichita man who is 

installing a system because his neighbor’s home was broken into.  We also look at what you can 

get for your money and if it’s a good idea.  New technology includes live cams you can watch 

from your smart phone and text alerts if a motion sensor goes off.   

*Claim To Blame? – FF Investigators  (Heap/Schunn) 

There’s a scary new trend with homeowners insurance in Kansas.  Many companies are dropping 

customers who file one or two legitimate claims.  Off the record, companies say they are losing 

too much money in Kansas because of storm losses.  We find a homeowner who is frustrated 

because they’ve been dropped by their company.   All insurance companies must contribute to a 

fund that insures “the uninsurable” in Kansas.  We look at how many are now considered 

“uninsurable” and how it’s costing you money. 

*Drone Technology (Schwanke/Decker) 

Who has them, drone warfare, what are they being used for?  Schwanke knows a guy who bought 

one for his personal use and flies it around his neighborhood.  There’s also a new effort in Kansas 

to limit drone use.  Would this have a negative effect on aviation or other legitimate use? 

*Drought (5 part 6pm Series) – (Meyer/TBA) 

- Follow a hydrologist on an “inspection” of Kansas rivers and lakes.  How dry are we really? 

- Any fish, wildlife that has died off because of drought? 

- How much was does an “average” family really use?   How do you realistically conserve? 

- Water permit rules are 70 years old – how are local water districts handling permit requests 

(Reno Co. just issued 29 last year during the drought) 

-Where are the well being drilled is taking out of Cheney Lake (Wichita will run out of water 

faster) 

- Farmers around newly drilled wells worry their domestic wells will run dry 

- Local creeks drying up – we talk with a local lawmakers who says all the creeks surrounding 

him are gone 

- Look back at history with drought – Western Kansas ran out of water and what could happen in 



 

 

the Wichita area now 

- How deep do you have to drill to hit water?  It used to be 10 feet, now it’s 100 feet 

*The Fascination With The F-Word (Grawe/Gordon) 

 Yes, I mean the real f-word. Pop songs have to change it to get played on the radio (Cee Lo 

Green, Forget You), celebrities on talk and awards shows let it fly, movies, comedy acts and 

reality TV are full of it. WTF and LMFAO on email and Facebook. The word that used to be only 

used by “bad” people has become the go-to word for many.  It is used as a noun, verb, adjective, 

adverb, and about any other way it can be used. How did it become so accepted by so many? We 

could talk to teachers, bus drivers and others around young people to see if they think they are 

hearing it more and ask why people use it. Obviously would have to handle with care, but it 

would be a talker. Some polling questions could include: 

Is it offensive to you? 

Do you use it? 

Would you allow your kids to say it in front of you? 

When you hear someone use it do you have a negative reaction to them? 

Could also do on-line and facebook chat with people about their thoughts on the word. 

 

Soldiering On – The Cost To Country – FF Investigators (Wilhelm/Decker) 

Is the government trying to “write-off” soldiers with minor injuries by offering them a medical 

separation versus medical retirement?  We talk with a Wichita Kansas National Guardsman who 

is upset because the government left off two of his three documented war-related injuries in an 

effort to compensate him less.  He has all documentation to back up his claims.  We look into the 

difference between a separation and retirement and whether the government is trying to save 

money by not giving soldiers what they are due. 

 



 

 

 

 

CRIME 
 
4/1/13  10pm 

In the crimewatch tonight, the Sedgwick county sheriff's office is asking for your help. It released these 

surveillance photos.  Three men are wanted for questioning related to four storage unit burglaries. The 

burglaries happened yesterday near the six thousand block of south Oliver.  If you have any information 

you’re asked to call crime stoppers.  Find their number in this story on kwch dot com. 

 

4/2/13  6am 

A man who fired a gun inside an east Wichita store...pleads guilty. Jake Jacobs pleaded guilty Monday to 

two counts of aggravated assault.  Prosecutors say he shot at on a store security guard at the Burlington coat 

factory on east Kellogg last august, police had said Jacobs became angry when the loss prevention officer 

questioned him about stealing a can of soda.   Jacobs will be sentenced next month. 

 

4/3/13  5pm 

  A Sedgwick County employee is accused of stealing items from a dead body.  Tonight... Eyewitness news 

has learned authorities are investigating.  Factfinder 12 investigators are the first to break this developing 

story.  Police aren't saying much...but here's what we can tell you.  The employee works at the Sedgwick 

county regional forensic science center.  That facility does autopsies and other forensic work.  Sources have 

told eyewitness news the employee was removing property from bodies - including gold teeth - and selling 

them for cash at local pawn shops.  Wichita police tell me this is an active and open investigation, but 

declined to give specific details.  I also spent the day calling county officials--the county oversees the 

forensic science center.  The county will only say the employee still works there. The employee has not 

been arrested yet...and charges have not been filed.   We'll stay on top of this story; I’ll have more for you 

at six.  

 

4/4/13  12pm 

The trial is underway for a former garden plain football coach. The former high school teacher and coach is 

accused of trying to buy sex from an undercover police officer who posed as a 15 year old girl.   Todd 

Puetz gave his testimony Wednesday and is back on the stand today.   His attorney calls what happened 

entrapment.  He's been asking for the charges to be dismissed. Eyewitness news reporter Pilar Pedraza is 

live on the phone from the Sedgwick county courthouse with the latest. The defense was still questioning 

Puetz this morning, right?  What did they ask? Did he talk about his wife at all? What did the prosecution 

ask Puetz about? Did the defense call any other witnesses? Thanks, Pilar.  We'll bring you the latest on the 

trial...right here tonight at 5 and 6. 

 

4/5/13  5am 

Here's a look at just how many bank robberies there have been in Wichita in the past three years.  So far 

this year there have been three.  Last year there were 10 robberies. In 20-11 there were 11 bank robberies. 

 

4/6/13  10pm 

  In tonight's crime watch, police say an angry ex-girlfriend committed several crimes across Wichita.  

Witnesses say a 24-year-old woman was angry at her ex-boyfriend for going out to a club.  They told police 

she threatened to slit his throat last night and then later vandalized his home and car. This morning, the 

woman showed-up to her ex-boyfriend's place of work near Kellogg and Rock.  That's where witnesses say 

she was holding a knife to his throat.  When police arrived, she drove-off, leading them on a chase with 

speeds up to 100 miles an hour.  She later crashed her car and was arrested. 

 

4/7/13  10pm 

He's an accused of selling millions of dollars’ worth of synthetic marijuana around the world but federal 

prosecutors say he couldn't keep up with demand.  An indictment against Bradley Miller of Wichita was 

filed last week.  Prosecutors say he produced several kilograms of k-2 a night.  He's charged with 

mislabeling drugs...conspiracy and several other crimes.  Lawyers say miller returned from a trip to china 



 

 

in 2009 with the idea to sell k-2 at a Lawrence herb shop he co-owned but distribution expanded worldwide 

because it was marketed as a legal alternative to marijuana. 

 

4/8/13  6am 

  Jury deliberations continue today in the trial of a former garden plain football coach. Todd Puetz is 

accused of trying to pay for sex from an undercover detective.  Police say the officer was posing as a 15-

year-old girl.  Puetz was arrested two years ago in an undercover sting operation. Closing arguments were 

Friday.  Puetz testified he was not looking for sex from a 15 year old girl.  He says he was looking for a 

massage from an adult when he answered an online ad posted by police. 

 

4/9/13  12pm 

Trial is underway for this man.  Alton franklin is charged in the death of a tabor college football player.   

Brandon brown died last year.  Investigators say he was involved in a fight and found unconscious outside 

a party in McPherson. Dequinte Flourney pleaded no contest to a lesser charge in the case.  He is expected 

to testify against franklin.  A juror was dismissed this morning from the trial.  The prosecution later asked 

for a mistrial because that juror works for another juror...and that fact wasn't disclosed at the beginning of 

the trial.  The judge denied the motion...calling it was a harmless error. 

 

4/10/13  5pm 

Someone breaks into this Wichita business through the roof. The owner thinks the burglar or burglars may 

have been inside an hour before they finally tripped the alarm. The business makes custom cues for pool. 

Several cues were taken.   The burglars left once the alarm started going off.  Police say they did leave 

some evidence behind, but haven't tracked them down yet. 

 

4/12/13  5am 

  A judge sentences this man to life in prison.  Former Wichita police officer joseph McGill was convicted 

of sexually abusing two small children. His attorney plans to appeal the conviction.  He also plead guilty 

last year to sexual battery while on duty.  Prosecutors say he inappropriately touched women during traffic 

stops. 

 

4/13/13  10pm 

In the crime watch, police discover a body inside an east Wichita home.  They say a man dropped by a 

home in the six hundred block of south Woodlawn to check on his friend.  When he entered the apartment, 

he found the 64-year-old man dead. The friend noticed blood and reported to police it looked like there 

might have been an assault involved.  Police say they found no clear evidence of foul play, and will 

continue to investigate the man's death. 

 

4/14/13  10pm 

Police in emporia are looking for a person of interest in a weekend shooting where two were hurt.  They are 

looking this man.   Authorities say he could possibly be driving a white 19-91 g-m-c pickup.  He should be 

considered armed and dangers.  Officers found two people shot at an emporia home Saturday morning.  

Both are now in stable condition.  If you have any information about the person of interest you are asked to 

call the Lyon county sheriff department. 

 

4/15/13  6pm 

  A woman is shot while trying to stop robbers in southwest Wichita.  It happened in a neighborhood near 

Pawnee and Maize road on the southwest edge of Wichita.  The weapon was the woman's own gun.  Two 

men broke in at around 1:30 while she was home.  Police say the 29-year-old woman grabbed her gun, but 

the burglars wrestled it away from her and shot her.  Then they took off.  The woman was able to call 911 

for help.  Neighbors say they this is a real wake up call.  The woman was taken to the hospital is serious but 

stable condition. The two burglars remain on the loose. 

 

4/16/13  12pm 

The case of surrounding the death of a tabor college football player is now in the hands of a jury. New this 

noon, Brandon brown died last year.  Prosecutors say he was punched several times by Alton franklin at a 

party.  But the defense says there were no bruises on franklin's hands that would've indicated the fight.  



 

 

Dequinte Flournoy is also charged in connection with Brown's death.  He entered a plea deal in exchange 

for testifying against franklin.  He is set to be sentenced in June. 

 

4/17/13  6am 

The f-b-i has pictures of bomb parts used in the Boston marathon explosions. Authorities say the bomber 

packed nails and b-b's into a pressure cooker.   Three people died in the blast and more than 150 were 

injured.  Tuesday night...hundreds of people showed up for a candlelight vigil on the Boston common and 

president Obama will head to Boston tomorrow for an interfaith service. 

 

4/18/13  5pm 

Breaking news out of Boston - take a look at these pictures -- the f-b-i believes...these are the men behind 

the Boston bombings earlier this week....and it asks for help to find them tonight.  Authorities say... One of 

the suspects planted the devices near the finish line of the Boston marathon - but that both men are armed 

and dangerous. The f-b-i released the pictures just hours after people all over Boston attended an interfaith 

service...remembering the bombing victims.  Eyewitness news reporter Vinita Nair has the latest on the 

suspects. 

 

4/19/13  5am 

  A woman accused of stealing from the newton bucks program pleads guilty. A judge accepted a plea deal 

from Kayla Tillery this afternoon.  She pleaded no contest to charges of forgery, theft and computer crimes.  

Tillery worked for the newton chamber of commerce.  Investigators are still trying to figure out how much 

Tillery took. 

 

4/20/13  10pm 

A 6-year-old is in critical condition tonight after begin hit by a car.  Emergency crews were called to 

southwest butler county near Augusta just after five tonight.  Authorities aren't releasing much information 

about the crash, but say the child went to the hospital in critical condition.  Sheriff's deputies are still 

investigating what caused the crash. 

 

4/21/13  10pm 

In the crime-watch tonight, for the second time in about a week, a mail room at a north-east Wichita 

apartment complex was broken into.  This past week, we told you about stolen mail at the "eagle rock 

village."  Early this morning, it happened again.  Police say a woman saw two men run from the mail room.  

When officers arrived, they found several mailboxes had been broken into.  No arrests were made. Police 

say if you have any information, call crime stoppers. You can find that number on our website...kwch dot 

com. 

 

4/22/13  5pm 

Two Wichita boys are in "protective custody" tonight. Police say... A mother locked her seven-year-old son 

*out* of the house.  32-year-old Anita Scott is now behind bars and awaiting charges.  Eyewitness news 

reporter Anne Meyer is live in the neighborhood... And describes what happened.  Mom wasn't home when 

officers got to this neighborhood on north Kansas Saturday night, but when she returned, and officers went 

inside - they found mice, cockroaches and there was no electricity. That's when they arrested her on several 

child safety charges.  Investigators say the seven year old also told officers that he hadn't eaten in two days.  

We talked to a guy who works down the block, and he remembers seeing the child wandering the streets 

when he got off work.  Meyer was glad to hear police got involved.  The seven-year old and his nine-year 

old brother are now in police protective custody. Anita Scott is being held in the Sedgwick County jail on a 

25-thousand dollar bond.  The district attorney's office says... Scott could be formally charged in court as 

early as tomorrow. 

 

4/24/13  12pm 

Brett Seacat is in a Kingman County court this noon -- for his final pre-trial motion hearing.  Seacat is 

charged in the death of his wife, Vashti.  Prosecutors say he killed her...then set the couple's house on fire 

to cover up the crime.  Seacat also faces child endangerment charges because his two sons were at home 

when the fire started.  His trial is set to start May 20th. 

 



 

 

4/25/13  10pm 

But first, a former Wichita State basketball player is under investigation for rape.  Wichita police say the 

player was a member of this season's final four team.  Police aren't releasing any names. Here's what they 

are saying. The player in question is out of eligibility.  Police say it stems from an incident this past 

weekend at a teammate's house. The woman told police she woke up to the man raping her.  WSU's athletic 

director issued this statement saying-   Wichita state university has been informed of the police 

investigation. We are mindful and respectful of all parties involved.   He says they also are cooperating 

with police. But at this time will have no further comment regarding the matter. 

 

4/26/13  5am 

  A former Wichita State basketball player is under investigation for rape.  Wichita police say the player 

was a member of this season's final four team.  Police aren't releasing any names.  The investigation 

involves allegations from a 20 year old female who is not a student at the university.  The player in 

question is out of eligibility.  Police say it comes from an incident last weekend at a teammate's house.   

The woman told police she woke up to the man raping her.  Wsu's athletic director issued this statement 

saying- Wichita state university has been informed of the police investigation. We are mindful and 

respectful of all parties involved. He says they also are cooperating with police.  But at this time will have 

no further comment regarding the matter. 

 

4/27/13  10pm 

In the crime watch tonight, Wichita police are trying to find a man who robbed an adult video store at 

gunpoint this morning.  A clerk at the after dark video store on south Broadway says the man walked in 

with wearing an American flag bandana around his face. He then pointed the gun at the clerk and 

demanded money.  Police say the man got away with an unknown amount of cash. 

 

4/28/13  10pm 

But first, thousands of dollars in damage was done to a Westar sub-station this weekend.  All because a 

thief was trying to get some copper. Police say power was knocked out in south Wichita early Saturday 

morning.  Someone broke into this substation on south rock road.  Authorities say that the person or people 

who broke in messed around with very dangerous equipment and more than likely left with severe injuries.  

Westar says it caused more than 150-thousand dollars in damage. If you have any information about the 

theft you're asked to call crime stoppers. 

 

4/29/13  12pm 

Wichita police are looking for 4 trucks... And for those who stole them. It's in the crime watch this noon.  

Police say 4 Chevy trucks were stolen from power lift foundation repair over the weekend.  Here are some 

photos of the stolen vehicles. If you see these trucks or have any information on this crime... Please call 

crime stoppers at 267-21-11. 

 

4/30/13  6am 

  Thieves steal tens of thousands of dollars’ worth of guns and ammunition from a home in Winfield. And 

now the owner is offering cash to get the weapons off the street. Factfinder 12 investigator Brian heap 

explains how it happened. But Brian Perrigo's love was ruined last week by thieves. Police think a team of 

at least four pulled off the job -- and they may have left behind some important clues. It seems the thieves 

knew exactly which weapons they were after.  They took a high number shotguns, handguns, assault rifles, 

and bullets. Perrigo wants the guns back, but more importantly he wants them out of the wrong hands.   

Perrigo says the experience has soured him on the idea of helping those who are on a troubled path.  But he 

does hope the thieves will get help somewhere and do the right thing...in Winfield, Brian heap, kwch 2 

eyewitness news. Winfield police say they do have some good leads in the case, but they could still use 

some help from the public.   If you have information about the stolen guns, you're asked to call Winfield 

police. 

 

5/1/13  10pm 

In the crimewatch tonight, crews spend the day cleaning up two Wichita schools after they're tagged with 

graffiti.  Much of mead middle school was covered with spray paint.  Someone also spray painted graffiti 

on east high school.   Police have not said if the two cases are connected.      



 

 

 

5/2/13  6am 

Clean-up crews had a busy day at two Wichita schools -- someone spray painted graffiti on them overnight.   

Eyewitness news reporter Brian Heap went to check out the damage. Wichita police dept. And the school 

district are investigating two incidents of graffiti overnight at two different schools --one here at east high 

you see crews beginning the cleanup process...and down the street at mead middle school someone tagged 

the schools with spray cans, several curse words and vulgar terms were used at mead and at east it appears 

someone from rival southeast wrote the school's name - misspelled - and also wrote hashtag buff nation. 

We asked the Wichita school district if the graffiti is related to a recent fight at school. They are still 

investigating but at this point it does not appear to be related. Bh, kwch 12 eyewitness news.  The cleaning 

crew at the schools told us that by the time we got there...they had already cleaned up much of the spray 

paint on the doors and windows.  We also checked with the Wichita school district on the cost of cleaning 

up graffiti.  A spokeswoman tells us...the district has its own crew for the cleanup --they're called out as 

soon as possible.  Money from the maintenance budget pays for the clean-up. 

 

5/3/13  5am 

In the crimewatch this morning...police arrest a southeast Kansas woman for stealing animal medications 

and supplies.  It happened last week at the "Cheney Animal Clinic."  Officials say the 31-year-old stole 

about 20-thousand-dollars’ worth of supplies.  Most of the items were recovered from a home in Kingman 

County and a Wichita motel. 

 

5/4/13  10pm 

We're tracking some breaking news out of Park City tonight. Are looking for a suspect who ran out of a car 

earlier tonight.  He did lead police on a car chase for about 30 minutes, before ditching his car near a lake.  

We have a crew on the way.  Look for updates online and on eyewitness news this morning. 

 

5/5/13  10pm 

  Continuing our coverage of a story we first told you about last night...  A man drowned in a pond after 

running from police.  Officers say the man went to a car dealership in east Wichita last night.  He acted like 

he was interested in buying a car.  Workers say... He flashed a knife and was behaving strangely... So they 

called police.  When officers arrived... He left in his car and refused to stop.  Officers say... He ditched his 

vehicle and ran into a pond near 69-th and hydraulic in Park City.  Divers found the man.  But he was not 

breathing.  He was pronounced dead 30 minutes later. 

 

5/6/13  5pm 

We now know the name of a man whose body was pulled from a park city retention pond.  Jeremy Horton 

led police on a 20-minute chase after an incident at a car dealership.  Police say the 30 year old ark city 

man went into the car dealer acting erratically.  Employees noticed he had two knives attached to his side 

and something in his sleeve, they worried it might be a bomb.  They asked the man to leave, and then called 

9-1-1.   The man led officers on a chase toward park city.   He eventually got out of the vehicle and ran 

toward a pond and jumped in.  He went under water and didn't come up.  His body was found about 45 

minutes later. 

 

5/7/13  12pm 

  Three bodies are found in a barn in Franklin County.  Authorities are calling the deaths homicides. The 

bodies of two men and one woman were found Monday afternoon near Ottawa.  Police won't say how the 

victims were killed. Head to kwch dot com for the latest on this developing story. 

 

5/8/13  10pm 

An alert driver stops an abduction in Wichita. Around five this evening, a driver on Kellogg noticed a child 

kicking at a window inside a car.  They called 911 and police stopped the vehicle a short time later.  Police 

took a child from the car and arrested the driver.  No other details are available...but more information is 

expected from tomorrow's daily police briefing. 

 

 

5/9/13  6am 



 

 

  A Wichita police officer's tip helps lead to the arrest of a California pastor.  Brian Gray is a pastor in Yuba 

County, California.  He was arrested Tuesday...accused of having sex with a minor at his church.  

Authorities say a first incident occurred late last spring and several other incidents occurred after that.  

Sheriff's deputies say they received a report from one of gray's family members who is a Wichita police 

officer. 

      

5/10/13  5am 

Continuing our coverage on three bodies found in Franklin County.  An arrest is made and authorities fear 

the worst has happened to an 18-month old girl.  The franklin county sheriff says that Lana-Leigh bailey is 

presumed dead.  Authorities searched this field in Ottawa for her Thursday. Her mother's body was found 

earlier this week along with two adult males.  Both men were from Ottawa.  Bailey's mother was from 

Olathe.  27-year old Kyle Flack has been arrested in connection to the deaths.  Flack lived at the farm 

where the bodies were found. He was convicted in 2005 of attempted second degree murder and served less 

than four years in prison. 

 

5/11/13  10pm 

  Authorities say they're scaling back search efforts for a missing 18 month old baby Lana bailey is 

presumed dead after the bodies of her mother and two other men were found at an Ottawa farm this week. 

Prosecutors have charged Kyle flack with capital murder in the case.  He's being held on a 10 million dollar 

bond. 

 

5/12/13  10pm 

Sheriff Deputies in SSFranklin County have find a body---and they believe it is the baby they've been 

looking for. Eighteen-month Lana Leigh bailey has been missing for more than a week. Eyewitness news 

reporter Sia Nyorkor is live in the newsroom with the latest.  This weekend deputies located a body who 

they believe is that 18-month old child.  Sheriff Deputies have been searching for after they found her 

mother murdered at a nearby farm. Lana's mother and two other men were found killed on a farm in eastern 

Kansas.  Last week police said they received information to lead them to believe the toddler was dead---she 

was the last person they were looking for. Prosecutors charged 27-year old Kyle Flack for their murders. 

Multiple agencies have been working on this case...they were hoping to find the child alive and bring the 

family some good news. The medical examiner will perform an autopsy on the child to make a final 

identification. Investigators are still searching for a motive. Back to you. 

 

5/13/13  12pm 

Wichita police are trying to sort through the details of an attempted kidnapping...  We first told you about 

this story last week. Three girls say they were approached by a teenager in a truck near Edgemoore and 

harry.  They ran... And the driver followed one of the girls got out of the car and confronted her...   The girl 

says the teen got distracted and she was able to get away. Police say the 12 year old girl wasn't with the 

teen very long.  She was missing around 30 minutes...police believe the girl was able to get away and run to 

a friend's house.  Police did arrest a 17 year old on un-related charges - he has not been charged in this case 

yet.  Officers believe this teen acted alone. 

 

5/14/13  6am 

Continuing our coverage of a home explosion in downs...  The state Fire Marshall says it was a case of 

arson.  58-year-old Nyla Powell was taken to a Wichita hospital.  She's now in fair condition.  Powell was 

rescued by a neighbor who was driving by shortly after the blast.  Her home was destroyed. 

 

5/15/13  5pm 

Residents in one Wichita neighborhood are on the lookout for tire slashers.  Wichita police are 

investigating complaints from the 36 and 37 hundred blocks of north Rushwood, as well as around the 

corner on east 34th street and east Woodbury. There are also additional cases of slashed tires on north 

Pershing and north Hoover.  Eyewitness news reporter Pilar Pedraza spent the afternoon talking to 

residents.  What are they saying? Everyone who knows about what happened is concerned.  At some point 

Monday night or early Tuesday morning, at least one person slashed or punctured the tires of several cars 

and trucks up and down these roads. A day later many vehicles still sit where they were parked resting on 

flattened tires.  Wichita police took seven reports from the area.  But while driving through here, I found at 



 

 

least two other cars with flats that weren't at addresses on the police list.  No one... Police or residents have 

any idea who did this.  Repair costs will vary depending on how many tires were slashed on any one car 

and what kind of tires it uses, but a few hundred dollars, at least.  The best protection against having your 

tires slashed?  Parking your car in a garage if you can. 

 

5/16/13  6pm 

New at six...prosecutors won't seek the death penalty against Marquis Marshall...he's charged with killing 

two people at a dollar general store last November.  Today, a judge entered a not guilty plea for Marshall if 

convicted, he faces life without parole. 

 

5/17/13  5am 

  Sedgwick County prosecutors will not seek the death penalty against this man.  Marquis Marshall is 

accused of killing two at a dollar general store last year.  His trial is set for July.   The case will still 

proceed as a capitol murder case.  This means, if convicted, he will face life without the possibility of 

parole. 

 

5/18/13  10pm 

In the crime watch...a man is arrested for shooting a gun in an east Wichita neighborhood.  Police were 

called to prince and Audrey Street around eleven this morning.  They say a man was shooting a gun into the 

air.  Officers quickly arrested him.  No one was hurt. 

 

5/20/13  12pm 

Jury selection begins this morning for a Kingman murder trial.  Brett Seacat is charged with first degree 

murder in the death of his wife Vashti.  Seacat has pleaded not guilty.  Prosecutors say Brett Seacat killed 

his wife and set their home on fire in 2011.  Last week... We learned he will take the stand. Eyewitness 

news will be in the courtroom today.  Look for the latest both on air and online at kwch dot com. 

 

5/21/13  6pm 

  New at six, a Reno County jail deputy is charged with having illegal sexual relations with a female 

inmate... And bribing or intimidating two others. The Reno CSounty sheriff says the investigation into 

Jonathan Diaz is on-going. Diaz is expected in court next month. 

 

5/22/13  6am 

A Reno County jail deputy is "in" jail himself.  He's accused of having sex with a woman inmate.  

Prosecutors charged 30 year old Jonathan Diaz.  He's also accused of bribing or intimidating two other 

inmates.  Diaz's bond is set at 100-thousand-dollars. 

 

5/23/13  5pm 

  Also in the crime-watch, someone took a woman's purse. While she was visiting a grave at this Wichita 

cemetery, she left her purse inside her car.  Police reports show the thief may have grabbed it through a 

crack in the window. 

 

5/24/13  5am 

Continuing the crimewatch, four children are taken into protective custody after police call their home 

unlivable.  The kids range in age from two to 11.  Rotting food, trash and dirty diapers were just a few of 

the things police found in the house. The parents are in jail on four counts of child endangerment. 

 

5/25/13  10pm 

There have been several other fires at Joyland -.  In August of 20-12 a fire caused 15 thousand dollars in 

damage.  Investigators say it was a case of arson. In March of 20-11, someone also intentionally set the 

park on fire.  Neighbors said the flames came close to their backyards.  And is spring of 2009, arson 

destroyed an old opera house at the amusement park. 

 

 

 

5/26/13  10pm 



 

 

Many of you will be visiting a cemetery on Memorial Day.  Tonight, a warning before you visit your loved 

ones.  This afternoon, a woman lost her valuables at one Wichita cemetery after thieves took advantage of 

her un-locked car.  This isn't the first time this has happened in the last week either. Here's a very busy 

eyewitness news reporter... Sia Nyorkor. Memorial day weekend is a time for people to get out and 

remember their loved ones. Old mission cemetery on Wichita’s north side was full of visitors leaving 

flowers and flags. But police say... Sunday afternoon, as a woman was paying her respects, her purse was 

stolen. The victim says her credit cards, ids and some money were all in that purse.  She told police she left 

her car unlocked. Police say it was a crime of opportunity. This is not the first time this has happened 

either. Last week... Police say... A woman's purse was taken at the same cemetery. Police say the thief may 

have grabbed that one through the crack of a car window.  Officers don't have any suspects at this time.  

But they are asking anyone who was at the cemetery, who may have seen something, to call. 

 

5/27/13  6pm 

In the crime watch, Wichita police are still investigating the cemetery theft from Sunday afternoon.  We 

reported yesterday - a woman had her purse stolen out of her car at old mission cemetery.  The victim says 

she left her car unlocked.  Police say this sort of crime is a crime of opportunity....and it isn't the first.  Last 

week investigators say a woman's purse was taken at the same cemetery.  Wichita police say-make sure you 

lock up all your valuables or to take them with you wherever you go. 

 

5/28/13  10pm 

  Words get heated - as an accused killer faces questions during a taped interview about his wife's death.  

Brett Seacat is on trial-accused of shooting his wife, Vashti Seacat, and then setting their home on fire.  

Eyewitness news reporter Anne Meyer has the details. A revealing day of testimony here in Kingman, for 

the first time, jurors got to hear Brett Seacat talk about what happened the night his wife died.  But several 

hours into that conversation - investigators say Seacat's story about Vashti Seacat committing suicide 

wasn't adding up. No matter what agents told Seacat about their case, he stuck to his story, and was 

adamant he had nothing to do with Bashti's death.  But investigators say Seacat had reason to kill his wife 

that night. You'll remember, Brett Seacat was served with divorce papers about three days before Vashti's 

death.  We do expect Brett Seacat to take the stand in his own defense at some point during this trial, 

testimony will resume Wednesday morning.  In Kingman, am kwch 12 eyewitness news.  Follow the trial 

at k-w-c-h dot com slash Seacat for live streaming video of the proceedings. 

 

5/29/13  12pm 

  Wichita police say the shooting of a man shot last night was an accident -- they found the man...shot in the 

chest around 10-30 in the 1500 block of woodland.  They say he was at a barbecue when his roommate 

pulled out a hand gun and accidentally shot him.  The man was taken to the hospital with serious but not 

life-threatening injuries. 

 

5/30/13  6pm 

Burned computer hard drives and an overhead projector - that's some of the evidence collected at Brett 

Seacat's work place.  The Kingman man is accused of killing his wife Vashti, and then setting the couple's 

home on fire. Eyewitness news reporter Anne Meyer is in Kingman... With evidence we're seeing for the 

first time today.  Brett Seacat was working as an instructor at the law enforcement training center in 

Hutchinson when his wife died.  Today during testimony, we learned he burned two computer hard drives 

with a torch at the center - plus the day before Vashti's death, he wanted an over-head projector.  Workers 

at the center say that was unusual.  But Carol Newell says Brett Seacat used one in his office the day before 

his wife's death.  His door was locked.  When Newell went to his office to ask Seacat a question, she saw 

the projector,  legal papers and a card from Vashti Seacat on his desk  during opening statements, 

prosecutors suggested seacat used that projector to forge a suicide note in Vashti's handwriting.  

Thursday...the defense looked for more explanation.   We also learned the facilities manager at Seacat's 

work found two broken up cell phones in the trash after Vashti's death.  And in the weeks before the fire, 

Jerry Devine remembers giving Brett Seacat a torch to burn two computer hard drives at work.  Devine 

testified that he didn't think Seacat wasn't trying to hide his actions - and openly burned the two hard drives 

in front of him.  Prosecutors confiscated those hard drives - but a digital forensic investigator says he wasn't 

able to get any information off the hard drives because they were burned.  Back to you.  Follow the trial 

each day with live streaming video at k-w-c-h dot com slash Seacat. 



 

 

 

5/31/13  5pm 

Less than 24 hours after police try to arrest a man. They now fear he is dead.  They searched the Arkansas 

River today for his body but called off the search around 2:30 because the river fest was about to start. For 

the crimewatch, Lauren Seabrook tells us why police don't think he made it out alive.  A man fears being 

arrested for driving drunk and makes what could turn out to be a deadly decision to jump into the little 

Arkansas River. Police say the man ran from the officer just after failing a sobriety test.   Once he was in 

the water ... Cops called for him to come back to shore. He refused so they told him to grab onto a floating 

log.  Wichita police officers surrounded the area looking for the suspect.  But they did not go in after him. 

Fire crews searched the water for hours. Police say the man has not been in contact with family or work.  

This is the third time in as many months that cops have tried to reason with suspects who used water as a 

getaway. In Wichita, Lauren Seabrook, kwch 12 eyewitness news.   Police warned river fest authorities that 

a body could surface over the weekend. 

 

6/1/13  10pm 

In the crime watch, officers arrested a man in connection with a deadly hit-and-run.  They arrested 62-year-

old Lewis Grider last night on charges of involuntary manslaughter. Witnesses say... 49-year-old Gail Kline 

was riding her bike Friday morning in Saline County.  Later, a driver saw her on the side of the road. That 

driver... Stopped to try and help.  Kline was taken to the hospital where she later died. 

 

6/2/13  10pm 

In the crimewatch, officers responded to south Wichita on a report of a possible shooting.  Residents in the 

37-hundred block of east rose-berry called 9-1-1 after hearing gunshots.  Officers found evidence of a 

Shooting.  However, they believe the victim and suspect both left the scene. 

 

6/3/13  6am 

Prosecutors are getting closer to wrapping up the case against Brett Seacat.  The state is expected to rest by 

the end of the week.  Seacat is accused of killing his wife, Vashti then setting fire to their home. The 

prosecution will call more witnesses this week.  At some point, Seacat is expected to testify. You can 

follow our live stream from the courtroom...at kwch dot com slash Seacat. 

 

6/4/13  5pm 

The defense starts its case in the murder trial of Brett Seacat.  He's accused of killing his wife, Vashti and 

then setting their Kingman home on fire.  The first person to take the stand for Seacat was his brother.  

Eyewitness news reporter Anne Meyer is live in Kingman, to tell us what he said.  Bobby Seacat got to 

Kingman a few hours after the fire and then spent the rest of the day with Brett and his family.  He told 

jurors his brother was rattled, shaky - and he noticed him limping around.  That morning, bobby Seacat also 

asked investigators about doing a gunshot residue test on Brett.   Bobby is a former Kansas highway patrol 

trooper, and law enforcement training instructor - and he was surprised no one had checked Brett’s hands. 

Bobby Seacat said he was close to Vashti, and through her became closer to his brother - which is why he 

had a hard time believing either scenario about what happened that night. Bobby Seacat saw Vashti the 

weekend before her death.  He says she seemed out of it, and was having problems at work.  Hear more of 

that testimony tonight at six. You can watch the trial live as it happens.  We have it streaming on our 

website at kwch-dot-com-slash-seacat. 

 

6/5/13  12pm 

A suicide note, diet drugs, a Volkswagen - all are being talked about in Kingman today - in the on-going 

murder trial of Brett Seacat. He's accused of killing his wife, Vashti, and then setting their Kingman home 

on fire.  Anne Meyer is live in Kingman to tell us today's developments.  A lot of topics got covered in 

court this morning - Kara.  We heard more about h-c-g - that's the drug the defense says Vashti Seacat was 

taking to lose weight.  An investigator found vials of it in the Seacat home after the fire.  Today we heard 

from a physician’s assistant from Oklahoma, who prescribed h-c-g to Vashti - but did not address the issue 

of depression, a listed side-effect of the drug.  The defense's hand writing expert was also on the stand 

today.  She did not want to testify on camera - but she looked at the alleged suicide note found in Vashti 

Seacat's car.  She believes that note was not forged, and was likely written by Vashti, an exact opposite 

conclusion from the state's expert.  We also heard more about Vashti Seacat's car - a Volkswagen Passat.  It 



 

 

was parked in the driveway the night of the fire - investigators found the alleged suicide note in that car.  A 

neighbor says that car was moved and brought back to the Seacat home after the fire - but he didn't see who 

moved the car.  That is an issue the defense has brought up several times during this trial.   The trial is in 

recess for lunch, and will resume again in about an hour - Kara. You can watch the trial live... We're 

streaming it for you on our site. Just head to kwch dot com and click on the link. 

 

6/6/13  6am 

Jurors in Kingman heard from 13 different witnesses Wednesday.  Many were investigators involved with 

the case.  The defense questioned them about the evidence they collected, and how they kept it secure.   

One area of focus was Vashti Seacat's car where investigators found a possible suicide note.  One neighbor 

says he remembers the car was gone for several days and then returned.  It will be up to the jury to decide if 

any evidence was tainted in the case.  Testimony will resume this morning. As always....we're streaming it 

live on kwch dot com slash Seacat. 

 

6/7/13  5am 

A man accused of killing his wife is on the stand.   Brett Seacat started defending himself before a jury 

Thursday.  Today the prosecution will question him. Anne Meyer tells us his side of the story. It's the 

testimony many people had been waiting for.  Brett Seacat spent an hour and a half on the stand.   He 

talked about some of the evidence against him and his possible divorce from Vashti.  Before you hear what 

he said, i should tell you Brett Seacat would not allow us to show him on the stand - we could only record 

his audio.  Here's what he said about being served with divorce papers.  Seacat also talked about why he 

torched two computer hard drives at work the day before Vashti's death.   He said he was going to sell the 

laptops - and wanted to protect himself from identity theft - and the best way to do that was to burn them.  

And that over-head projector a co-worker got for him - Seacat says he needed it for it's magnifying glass, 

and a project he was doing at work.  You may remember, prosecutors believe he was using that projector to 

forge a suicide note from Vashti. Anne Meyer   but Brett Seacat didn't talk about the night of the fire yet - 

Vashti's alleged suicide or his interview with investigators a few weeks after Vashti's death.  Plus 

prosecutors will get a chance to question Seacat as well.  That will happen when Seacat is back on the stand 

Friday morning.  In Kingman, am eyewitness news. You can hear Brett Seacat's testimony live online 

today.  Just head to kwch-dot-com slash Seacat. 

 

6/8/13  10pm 

In the crime watch, police find a robbery suspect after he leaves his address at the crime scene. Officers say 

a man walked into the spangles on east harry this morning.  He handed a worker a note demanding money 

and told employees he had a weapon. The robber got nervous and ran off before he could get any money.  

When police arrived, they realized the robber's note was written on a blank check re-order form.  That from 

had the suspects name and address on it.  Police went to the address, where they arrested the man. 

 

6/9/13  10pm 

The Seacat trial has drawn a lot of national attention to the town of Kingman.   Reporters for c-n-n, 

headline news, and other national networks.... have been in the town to follow the trial.  Crews from as far 

away as japan.... have also come to Kingman. 

 

6/10/13  6pm 

It's been two years in the making a Garden City gang investigation ends with 30 arrests and police say more 

are on the way.  More than 60 local, state and federal law enforcement officers helped with the 

investigation they called "operation frontline.  The investigation uncovered "gang-related" home break-ins, 

gun and drug sales and a case of attempted murder.  Authorities are still looking for four people.   If you 

have any information on them contact the garden city police department. 

 

 

 

6/11/13  5am 

  In the crime watch, 30 arrests and even more are expected following a two year investigation in garden 

city.   Dozens of local, state and federal law enforcement officers investigated local street gang activity.   



 

 

The crimes include home invasions, gang initiation, arson, drugs and attempted murder.  Police are still 

look for these four people.  If you have any information you're asked to contact garden city authorities. 

 

6/12/13  12pm 

In the crime watch, two more gang members are arrested in garden city.  It's part of a two year investigation 

of criminal gang activity.   More than 30 people were taken to jail.  Bernabed Gramajo and Joey Terrazas 

were arrested today.  Gramajo is wanted for battery, robbery and burglary.  Terrazas is wanted for burglary 

and theft.  Police are still trying to find Joaquin Ceniceros and victor Guzman.  If you have any 

information, call Garden City police. 

 

6/13/13  5pm 

Wichita's police chief says whoever did this is a "coward."  He also says... The community must work 

together to get the suspect or suspects in jail.  It's a history that has left three kids dead and two others hurt 

over the past 12 years in Wichita.  Eyewitness news looks back. New tonight at six. 

 

6/14/13  6am 

A Wichita boy remains in serious condition at the hospital. We told you yesterday the 4 year-old was shot 

in the back while sleeping.  Police say five shots were fired outside his home near 21st and Broadway.  

Four bullets came through the window and one hit the boy. Officers spent the day interviewing neighbors 

to try and figured out what happened.  Many say they heard nothing.  Police do not have any solid leads at 

this time.  They are asking anyone with information to come forward. 

 

6/15/13  10pm 

In the crime watch, Police are looking for someone who shot Wichita man.  Police say a 22-year-old man 

was standing outside his home when someone started shooting at him.  One of the bullets struck him in the 

elbow.  Police say the shooter then continued firing shots in the neighborhood, striking several homes.  No 

one else was hurt. 

 

6/16/13  10pm 

In the crimewatch, for the second time in less than a week a bullet enters the room where a child is 

sleeping.  Last night a nine month old was sleeping in a southeast Wichita apartment when a bullet struck 

his bed. Sia Nyorkor joins us now....Sia what can you tell us about the latest incident. Mike, police have 

arrested one of the men who fired that gun into the baby's room.  Just last week, Wichita’s police chief 

described these shootings as cowardly acts.  Police say a bullet went through this window after a woman 

reported seeing a man fire the shot into her apartment. The bullet hit the bed----where a 9 month-old baby 

was sleeping. No one was injured but police are investigating. Residents at the complex say, the shooting 

makes them nervous.  Just three days ago, Wichita police responded to a four-year-old who was shot in the 

back while sleeping.  In that incident the child was seriously hurt and so far no arrests have been made.  

The police chief says the people committing these crimes are cowards and that the violence has to stop.  As 

Sia mentioned...Wichita’s police chief did touch on some recent incidents of bullets finding innocent 

children.   You can look back at those cases at kwch dot com. 

 

6/17/13  12pm 

In the crime watch, a dad goes to jail on Father’s day.  He was arrested for child endangerment after police 

say he left his 3-year-old in a car in 95 degree heat.   Police say car was parked outside of a restaurant and 

the child was inside for at least 30 minutes.   The child was released to grandparents and is doing okay. 

 

6/19/13  5pm 

Five guns are taken from a shed in Reno County.  The sheriff's department says one of them is a rare gun 

like this one.  And it's worth 3-thousand dollars.  The guns disappeared around June 13th.  They were in a 

shed on a home on north Rayl road.  Anyone with tips is asked to call the Reno County sheriff's office. 

 

6/20/13  5am 

In the crime watch, authorities in Reno County are asking for your help after five guns are stolen.  One is 

valued at three thousand dollars.  The guns were taken from a storage shed along north Rayl road.  This is a 



 

 

photograph of the same type of rifle that was stolen.  If you have any information you're asked to call the 

Reno County sheriff's office.  

 

6/22/13  10pm 

Continuing the crime watch, a mother is arrested after leaving her newborn baby in a Wichita Wal-Mart.  

Police say the 26-year-old was shoplifting from the store.  Wal-Mart security told police they saw her place 

the baby in his carrier on the ground and continue wander around the store.  She then left the store without 

her child. Officers were waiting for her in the parking lot, and arrested her for child abandonment 

 

6/23/13  10pm 

Continuing the crimewatch, a man is taken to the hospital in serious condition tonight after he's shot near a 

fast food restaurant.  Police were called to the area of 21st and Amidon just before seven. When they 

arrived they found the victim with a gunshot wound to the leg.  Several people inside of a restaurant saw 

some type of skirmish and vehicles taking off but no one actually witnessed the shooting. If you have any 

information you're asked to call 911. 

 

6/24/13  12pm 

Wichita police say a woman on meth went after her grandmother with a sword.  Police say the 26-year-old 

female was so high she hallucinated that someone was trying to "get her."  That’s when she took a sword... 

Started waving it around and threw it at her 82-year-old grandmother.  Luckily the sword did not hit 

grandma. Police arrested the woman for aggravated assault.   

 

6/25/13  6am 

Copper theft, still a big problem, early 55-thousand dollars’ worth of the metal was taken from an Andale 

business this weekend.  And it's the second time this business has been hit.  Authorities believe the theft 

happened sometime between Friday night and Saturday morning. A two thousand dollar motor was also 

taken. 

 

6/26/13  10pm 

He claims to work for Westar and he's just scammed a Harvey County woman out of thousands of dollars.  

The Harvey County sheriff’s office says the man is identifying himself as Steven Cranford.  He went to an 

elderly woman's home in the northeast part of Harvey County on Oliver road and convinced the woman she 

needed wiring replaced in her home.  The cost eight thousand dollars.   A week later he was back again and 

told her she needed lightning rods and wiring replaced.  The cost this time 13-thousand five hundred 

dollars.  He came back one more time and the woman said she was going to call authorities. Officials say 

Cranford has multiple warrants and is considered armed and dangerous. He's driving a white ford pickup 

and has a license from Texas.  Westar says he is not an employee of theirs. The company says their workers 

never go door to door to solicit electrical worker.  If someone comes to your door....call Westar or the cops 

before you let them in. 

 

6/29/13  10pm 

  Wichita police have a warning tonight - about fire work vandals.  Investigators believe someone used a 

fire cracker to set at least two cars on fire this morning.  Take a look at the passenger seat of this s-u-v - it 

was parked near Ellis and Pawnee in south Wichita. The fire department believes someone threw a fire 

work into an open window of the s-u-v - but they don't have any suspects. Crews say this car and another 

one parked a few blocks away was also burned. 

 

 



 

 

 

COMMUNITY 
 
4/1/13  10pm 

The shockers and Louisville play this Saturday. Tip-off is set for just after five oh clock.  That game will be 

right here on kwch.  Jenn bates...Grant Meech and Cindy are all headed down to Atlanta.  We'll have a 

special shocker's march to Atlanta show on Friday. That will air at six-30 on kwch and nine-35 on the k-s-

c-w and as always...you can go to kwch dot com to see all the photos, videos and stories of the Shockers 

improbable run to the final four. 

    

4/2/13  6am 

The shockers and Louisville play this Saturday... Just after five o'clock.  You can watch it right here on 

KWCH.  Jenn Bates...Grant Meech and Cindy Klose will be there.  We'll have a special shocker's march to 

Atlanta show on Friday.  That will air at six-30 on KWCH and nine-35 on the k-s-c-w.  Get your shocker 

fix online at KWCH-dot-com.  You'll see all the photos...videos and stories of the shockers run to the final 

four. 

 

4/3/13  5pm 

One man involved in a crash this morning has died.  Two others had minor injuries in the crash-- at 47th 

street south and rock road.  An 81 year old man was taken to the hospital in serious condition, but he later 

died. 

 

4/4/13  12pm 

Excitement is building for this weekend's final four. Jenn bates is in Atlanta with the Wichita State 

Shockers. 

 

4/5/13  5am 

Sedgwick County’s new district attorney creates a program designed to lower the back up on trial dockets.  

Right now there is a backlog of 900 cases. Marc Bennett spoke Thursday about a new program called the 

"initial assessment docket" or i-a-d.  It has been put in place to identify cases that can come to a resolution 

without waiting through the court system.  A crime may be eligible for the program if it meets a certain 

screening criteria.  And each case is reviewed independently. The first i-a-d cases appeared on the 

summons docket last month. 

 

4/6/13  10pm 

  While many Wichita fans flocked to bars to watch tonight's big game, some people chose a more 

theatrical viewing place.  Dozens showed up to the Murdock Theater to watch the shockers take on the 

cardinals.  The viewing was free, but people could donate to the theater if they wanted.  Fans said seeing it 

on the big screen was almost like being at the game.  Even though the outcome was less than desirable... 

The fans were still proud of their shockers at the end of the game.  There were about forty people at the 

screening throughout the night. 

 

4/7/13  10pm 

  A motivated coach Gregg Marshall and his team are back home in Wichita tonight after an amazing road 

to the final four.  And thousands of fans made sure they had a warm welcome.  Eyewitness news reporter 

Anne Meyer was at today's pep rally, and brings us the excitement.  Shocker fans came loud and proud to 

welcome home the team at Koch arena, and thank players for a final four season.  Fans like Michelle Ortiz 

also a few autographs from the team, adding to the memories of this history making year.  And before the 

shocker nation went home, Coach Gregg Marshall had some advice - he encouraged everyone to live life 

just like his team has played. That may just be Wichita’s motto for years to come. Now that the fans are 

gone, Coach Greg Marshall and his team can get home and get some much needed rest, at Koch arena, 

KWCH 12 eyewitness news. The players won't have much time to catch up on sleep.  Most have to go back 

to class tomorrow. 



 

 

 

 

 

4/8/13  6am 

  The excitement is over for the Wichita state shockers. It's back to class today for the team. The shockers 

arrived back in Wichita yesterday afternoon...and were greeted by thousands of thankful fans. Eyewitness 

news reporter Anne Meyer was at Sunday’s pep rally, and brings us the excitement.  Shocker fans came 

loud and proud to welcome home the team at Koch arena, and thank players for a final four season. Fans 

like Michelle Ortiz also a few autographs from the team, adding to the memories of this history making 

year.  And before the shocker nation went home, coach Gregg Marshall had some advice  - he encouraged 

everyone to live life just like his team has played.  That may just be Wichita’s motto for years to come. 

Now that the fans are gone, Coach Gregg Marshall and his team can get home and get some much needed 

rest, at Koch arena am kwch 12 eyewitness news. 

 

4/10/13  5pm 

  Alco is moving its corporate headquarters out of Kansas and into Texas.   About 80 Kansans will lose 

their jobs over it. The company's stores are not affected.   Alco's currently headquartered in Abilene.  It 

plans to move to Dallas in June.   40 employees have the opportunity to move with the company.  Alco has 

been headquartered here for 111 years. 

 

4/11/13  6pm 

It is only nine games for the royals but thru those nine games. The boys in blue are 6 and 3, and after a 

sweep of the twins last night, they are in first place in the a--l central. I’ll give you a second to let that sink 

in. It was a solid effort last night in some awful weather at the k. Billy butler notched his second homer of 

the season with a solo shot in the first inning... Looked like he would be the only one to score in what 

looked like a pitcher’s duel on the card but wasn't. Jeff Francour hit his first homer of the season in the 

seventh and then Alcides Esocbar with the insurance. Royals are off tonight and well worth it. They start a 

three game series tomorrow. 

 

4/12/13  5am 

  While we're used to calling the school "kay-pen", that's actually a mistake that goes back to the 50's.  The 

*family* actually pronounces the name *kuh-pawn*, which is what you heard today. Go to k-w-c-h dot 

com for more on just how the name is pronounced along with full video of today's ceremony, and photos 

from father Kapaun's hometown. 

 

4/13/13  10pm 

  Kellogg and Webb is back open tonight.  Authorities asked drivers to avoid the area earlier after a gas line 

broke.  There was construction going on in the area.  Crews from "Kansas gas out" were called to fix the 

problem. 

 

4/14/13  10pm 

Tomorrow will also be a big day for Wichita state fans.   A "final four shocker celebration" will take place 

at Koch arena.  Doors open at five-30... And the awards program begins at six-30.  We'll carry it live on the 

"Kansas c-w" and online at kwch dot com. 

 

4/15/13  6pm 

It's one of the best season's ever for shocker basketball and tonight. Wichita state hosts a final celebration 

for its Final-Four team.  This is a live look inside Koch arena where thousands of fans are gathering 

tonight.  Normally, the school holds an end-of-season basketball banquet but tonight that's been expanded 

to an end-of-season pep rally. The shockers went to the final four for only the second time in school 

history. They lost to eventual national champion Louisville. But along the way they defeated teams 

included number one seed Gonzaga and number two Ohio State. 

 

4/17/13  6am 

  Information about the Boston bombing came fast on social media.  But not everything you read on 

Facebook and twitter is correct.  Wichita state Professor Lou Heldmen says good and bad things can come 



 

 

from social media.  For people at the race, it was the best way to let family and friends know they were 

okay.  But some viral stories just weren't true. Heldmen says, it's always important to look at the source, 

before you post or re-tweet.   

 

4/18/13  5pm 

She took more than 25-thousand dollars in gift vouchers. Today...a judge ordered. Kayla Tillery to pay 

back the money to the newton chamber of commerce.  Tillery worked for the chamber...and was in charge 

of the newton bucks program.  Eyewitness news reporter Pilar Pedraza brings you to the courtroom for the 

decision you'll see only on eyewitness news. Kayla Tillery pleaded no contest here at the Harvey county 

courthouse to four of the 13 charges against her...including forgery, theft and computer crimes.   The state 

dismissed the rest of the charges and agreed not to file any others against her. The newton bucks program is 

a voucher program used to encourage people to shop locally. The no contest plea means Tillery will not 

fight charges that she stole more than 25-thousand dollars from the program.  The Harvey county attorney 

told me his office agreed to the deal because it made sure she would serve the maximum possible sentence.  

Because of the nature of her criminal records...state law only provides for probation in Tillery's case.  

Under the plea deal, she'll spend nearly four years on probation.  In addition, she's agreed to pay back what 

she stole from the newton chamber of commerce and the newton bucks program.  Exactly how much that 

will be...is still under investigation. Tillery will not be able to appeal her conviction because of her no 

contest plea.  She'll be officially sentenced in June.  Pp, kwch 12 eyewitness news.  Factfinder 12 

discovered Tillery has been convicted of more than twenty theft-related crimes dating back to 2006.  The 

chamber tells us it's now doing mandatory background checks on all new employees. 

 

4/20/13  10pm 

Dozens joined together in Wichita, to raise money for two boys whose mother may have been murdered. 

This washer tournament was put on by the family of Vashti Seacat.  She died in a house fire in Kingman 

two years ago.  Her husband Brett Seacat is charged with her murder.   Vashti's cousin, Sarah may, was 

impressed with the turnout. Brett Seacatt's murder trial is set to begin May 20th. 

 

4/21/13  10pm 

A four mile walk raises money for pediatric research.  Many gathered at the Coleman middle school in 

Wichita this afternoon for the "kids walk for kids with cancer."   The money they raised goes to the "Sloan-

Kettering cancer center" in New York.  Several children in the Wichita area receive treatment at the center. 

 

4/23/13  6pm 

A police officer or private security.  New at six... City of Wichita wants to make sure you can *see the 

difference. Recently Wichita police started using bullet proof vests that go on the *outside* of the uniform.  

During a workshop this morning, the Wichita city council discussed a new rule to keep private security 

officers from wearing the *outer* vests.   Private security could still wear vests *underneath their uniforms.  

New tonight at nine on eyewitness news on k-s-c-w, why one business owner says the change would put his 

staff at risk. 

 

4/24/13  12pm 

The City of Wichita and Wichita Airport Authority broke ground on a new parking garage this morning.   

Members of the Wichita City Council and the mayor were on hand.  The new building will include a new 

Rental Car Center.  The garage is part of the airport's new terminal.  

 

4/25/13  10pm 

It's an event that's almost become as big as the games.  The annual n-f-l draft is still going on right now in 

New York City.  The chiefs made the top pick a few hours ago. Bruce Haertl joins us now with more on 

their pick and whether a k-state linebacker has been selected yet...Bruce?   Yesterday we had the chance to 

speak to Arthur Brown and fellow k-state teammate Anthony Cantele about their n-f-l dreams.   See those 

interviews again at kwch dot com. 

 

4/26/13  5am 

One Kansas mayor joins a national effort... In support of same-sex marriage.  She joins 359 others in the 

"mayors for freedom to marry" group.  Eyewitness news reporter Lauren Seabrook travels to Salina to see 



 

 

what people there think about their mayor's message. Some live their lives in the shadows.  But they're 

embedded in every star   ... In every stripe  ... In every sense of America.  Not everyone agrees with it but 

it's a topic you've heard across the nation. Not recognized in Kansas ... Until now. Newly elected Salina 

mayor Barb Shirley supports gay marriage. In the center of a democratic country ... In the middle of a 

conservative state ... The mayor spreads a political message she hopes will bring together the community, 

reassurance for her that someday the marriage laws of Kansas may reflect the laws of other states that allow 

gay marriage.  In Salina, Lauren Seabrook, kwch 12 eyewitness news.  Last summer - Salina city council 

voted to include gay - lesbian - bisexual and transgender people in a non-discrimination ordinance for jobs 

and housing.  But another organization got a petition to overturn the decision and put it up for a public vote.  

In November, the people of Salina voted *against it. 

 

4/27/13  10pm 

  Others took to the streets in Benton - for the Benton day parade. Our very own k-w-c-h reporter Lauren 

Seabrook was there to pass out candy and t-shirts to the kids.  Even though the weather was a little chilly, 

she says it was a great turnout. This event is held on the last Saturday of every April. 

 

4/28/13  10pm 

  When it comes to happy hour specials in Kansas, words matter.  And one Wichita bar owner learned that 

lesson the hard way -when the state fined him five hundred dollars for violating the state liquor law.  

Eyewitness news reporter Anne Meyer explains. Shooters on south Hydraulic is better known for offering 

pool than drink specials. But last July, when the happy hour ordinance changed in Kansas - owner Paul 

Weigand advertised a two for one deal. The next day, he found out those words were illegal - so he 

changed his signs to say half price drinks.  Months later - he got a letter from the state, saying he violated 

the liquor laws but the Kansas department of revenue says the rule is clear - and words matter.  Half price is 

legal. Two for ones are not. Anne Meyer - Weigand has already gone through one appeal, and is waiting for 

the state to schedule a formal hearing. Until then, he doesn't plan to pay his five hundred dollar fine.  Am 

kwch 12 eyewitness news.  The state is also looking into the Kansas star casino violating the same law in 

an advertisement it sent out this month. 

 

4/29/13  12pm 

The saline county juvenile detention center will close temporarily starting today. Officials made the 

announcement in Salina.  There have been reports of fights and security problems at the facility.   Officials 

say they're making the changes to help protect the kids and the staff. The center could re-open as early as 

July. While the center is closed officials will re-train existing workers and hire two more.  Kids staying at 

the center will move to other facilities like Junction City or Hutchinson.  But the move will cost them.  It's 

about 150 dollars per day per inmate... The sheriff estimates it will cost just under 2 thousand dollars a day 

to house the juveniles while the Salina location is shut down. 

 

4/30/13  6am 

Harvey County’s jail population reaches a critical level and the sheriff says there's no easy solution to the 

overcrowding problem.  Factfinder investigator Melissa Scheffler tells us why being a detention deputy is 

not an easy job to begin with. That job has gotten even more challenging of late at the Harvey County 

detention center. It's built to hold 136 inmates. Harvey county sheriff t Walton says it's something they first 

started noticing at the beginning of the year. Each month since then...the population has increased.  

Officials believe there are several reasons why the jail population has gone up. That includes more 

domestic violence cases prosecuted in Harvey County, new dui laws and an increase in mentally ill 

inmates.  All this adds up to an increased workload for detention deputies.   There are also increased food, 

clothing and medical costs.  Deputies say one of the solutions is to expand the detention center, something 

they've asked for in the past and will be pushing for again. As you may recall, Reno county was having a 

problem with their jail overcrowding as well.  Earlier this month voters did approve a tax to help build a 

new jail that can house more inmates. We wanted to find out if jail overcrowding was a problem in other 

surrounding counties too.  Both Sumner and butler county say they both have space and both take on 

inmates from other counties including Sedgwick. The Harvey County jail can hold a maximum of 145 

inmates.  If it goes over that number the county has to pay to send inmates to another jail. 

      

 



 

 

5/3/13  5am 

  He was the first president to have a presidential aircraft. Here in Wichita restoration experts are re-making 

a mock-up of the air force one president john f Kennedy flew in. When it's done it will be the only 

representation of j-f-k's plane in existence.  Steve Cannaby has done other air force one projects before but 

none like this.  That's because Kennedy’s plane was used for less than a year.  He says this makes the 

project a difficult one.  The mock-up will be on display at this weekend's cockpit festival at the aviation 

museum. Once it's fully finished it will be to Dallas to observe the 50th anniversary of President Kennedy’s 

assassination. 

 

5/4/13  10pm 

  It was six years ago tonight - almost at this exact time, that a tornado hit the town of Greensburg. The e-f 

five tornados nearly leveled the small town.  13 people lost their lives in the devastating storm, but many 

lives were saved that night because many in Greensburg got into their shelters before the tornado hit.  Since 

then, the town has worked hard to rebuild as a "green" town aimed at saving energy. 

 

5/5/13  10pm 

  It’s a day commemorating the Mexican victory over the French.  Today many around Wichita celebrated 

cinco de mayo.  Many were at the zoo today for their annual cinco de mayo festival.  They served authentic 

Mexican food, three bands and dancing.  Our sister station k-d-c-u sponsored this cinco de mayo event in 

the Nomar district of Wichita. The courtyard of 21st and Broadway was lined with booths.  The festivities 

run until 11 tonight.  You can see more photos from the event at kwch dot com. 

 

5/6/13  5pm 

  The pilot of this crop duster wasn't hurt when he had to make an emergency landing last night.  Michael 

woodruff was spaying fields in Cowley County when he hit some power lines.  A man playing outside with 

his kids caught it on camera.  Woodruff landed his plane about a mile away from where the video was shot. 

Eyewitness news reporter Melissa Scheffler is looking into this--and talks with the man who shot the video-

-hear from him tonight at ten. 

 

5/8/13  10pm 

Country super star Toby Keith is coming to the Kansas state fair and hundreds will get to see him for free. 

Eyewitness news reporter Lauren Seabrook tells us why Keith feels honored to play for Kansas troops. 

Toby Keith is known for his patriotism and that's why he couldn't be more excited about the efforts to fill 

these stands with Kansas servicemen and women. A local Hutchinson man came up with the plan and made 

a commitment to raise the funds to make it happen.  2-thousand free tickets will be given to McConnell air 

force base, ft. Riley and the Kansas National Guard to be distributed. Keith is known for his patriotic songs 

and for playing concerts for the troops overseas.  The state fair's general manager says Keith is the fairs 

largest financial commitment ever and he will help celebrate the fair's 100th year. There's probably no 

bigger patriot than Toby Keith and he loved the connection to the military. He said he wanted to do 

whatever he could to help make it happen. If you're not in the military, don't worry. There will still be 

nearly 8,000 seats left for you. In Hutchinson, Lauren Seabrook, kwch12 eyewitness news. Tickets for the 

concert go on sale this Saturday at 8 a-m. 

 

5/9/13  6am 

Country super star Toby Keith is known for his patriotism.  And he's bringing it to the Kansas state fair this 

year.  It's with the help of a Hutchinson man.  2-thousand free concert tickets will be given out to Kansas 

servicemen and women.  The State Fair's general manager says Keith is the fair's largest financial 

commitment ever and he will help celebrate the fair's 100th year.  There will still be nearly 8,000 seats left 

for those who want to go to the concert and are not in the military.  Tickets go on sale this Saturday 

morning at eight o'clock. 
 

5/11/13  10pm 

  Continuing coverage of a story we first brought you yesterday...a woman injured in a home explosion is 

now listed in critical condition. She suffered burn injuries after this house exploded in downs, Kansas.  

Neighbors say the home was engulfed in flames within minutes.  Rescuers got the woman out and flew her 



 

 

to Wichita in serious condition, so her condition has gotten worse. The state fire marshal is still 

investigating what caused the explosion. 

 

5/12/13  10pm 

Words keep coming up on the screen for at least one viewer during n-c-i-s and she wants to know why.  

Plus...we see Millie all the time on air...where has another dog been? Roger has those answers in tonight’s 

answerback. Happy mother’s day! Something else that rolls around this time of the year is severe weather. 

We had some this week which led to on-air coverage...which led to phone calls. Rather than take the time 

to go through it all again for the umpteenth time on the air...i invite you to take a look at my answerback 

blog on the subject at kwch dot com. And let me know what you think. We had other calls too. I'm told 

nothing changed at our end. I can only assume you hit the button on your remote or television set that 

turned on the closed caption option. If you experiment with those buttons, you should be able to take care 

of it. If not, call back, leave your number and we'll try to help. No i have this e-mail asking "why don't we 

see roger's dog Gunnar on the news...he should be able to have some air time like Millie gets." okay...here 

he is... Ever since Gunnar joined the csag...canine screen actor’s guild, it's gotten very expensive to use 

him. Also he makes a lot of demands that put stress to our staff. Okay, to be honest, Gunnar is on probation 

for peeing on the furniture...but I’ll tell him you are asking about him. If you have questions...canine or 

otherwise, you can call us at 838-1212. You can write us at this address...email at news at kwch dot com 

and there's always Facebook and Twitter. Gunnar loves those. Love you mom! 

 

5/14/13  6am 

  It was a tough decision.  But after 20 years, a Colby woman decided to give-up her pet snake. She thought 

she was handing the snake over to a place the snake would live several more years. but as eyewitness news 

reporter Melissa Scheffler explains... The snake only survived a few more days. It's a story you'll only see 

on eyewitness news. These are the last pictures Judie Withers took of her long-time pet, patty.  Withers 

bought the ball python in 1993.  But at 71, withers needed another home for patty.   The snake could live 

another ten years.  She found patty's new home at Tanganyika Wildlife Park last week.  But patty survived 

only a few days at the park.  Assistant director Matt Fouts says this is the first time a donated animal has 

died in their care. In the wild, snakes have rocks and water to help them shed.  But i captivity, Fouts says 

they need help.  He says that's why patty was put in a small container with only a little bit of water. Withers 

says she would hold patty's head when she was in water.  But she says a park employee told her patty was 

left alone.  Fouts says he feels horrible about wither's loss.  She says she just wants the park to improve.  In 

Goddard, Melissa Scheffler, kwch 12 eyewitness news. Tanganyika accepts donated animals on a limited 

basis.  The animals have to meet strict guidelines and help educate visitors. 

      

5/15/13  5pm 

  A dog is dead after this home in valley center catches fire.  Firefighters say a man and his son live here.  

Crews aren't sure how the fire started yet.  One dog died. Other dogs inside are ok.  Some puppies suffered 

light smoke inhalation. 

 

5/16/13  6pm 

  Shocker men’s golf fired a team total 16 over par at the first round of the Baton Rouge regional today... 

They trail nationally ranked Alabama and Florida.... They have to finish in the top five to advance from the 

13 team regional... Hunter sparks is tied for sixth after an even par opening round second round gets under 

way tomorrow. 

 

5/17/13  5am 

  Kansans get together each September to fight breast cancer. Susan G Komen for the cure gave out some of 

the money the race brings in.  Just like the race last year-kwch is again this year's media sponsor. 

Thousands take part in the runs and walk--honoring survivors and remembering those who died of breast 

cancer.  Komen says, early detection is key and some of the money going to community groups Thursday 

will be used for that.  Komen gave 345-thousand dollars in grants to community groups.  Registration is 

already open for this year's race.  It's September 28th. 

 

 

5/18/13  10pm 



 

 

We asked you on our Facebook page what you would do with 6 hundred million dollars.  Rebecca says she 

would build a house with a room for everyone in her family and Corinne says she would make sure her 

mom is set with a new home and easier life.  Then she'd pay off bills and take a trip. You can tell us what 

you'd do if you won the lottery by liking us on Facebook.  Just search for k-w-c-h news 

 

5/19/13  10pm 

Viewers from across the state have been sending us photos of from the weekend severe weather...  Kathy 

Meyer sent us this one of dark skies over Conway Springs. There have been reports of golf ball sized hail.  

Lyndsey Kuntz says large hail is to damage for this damage done to her car. And heavy rains prompted 

some people to get out their kayaks.  Stephen Wilson sent us this picture from west Wichita. Hail, rain and 

high winds didn't ruin a birthday party for these little girls. Amber chambers sent us this picture of Emma 

and Lainie's 4th birthday.  They were safe in the basement with their friends and Cinderella!  You can send 

in your photos too either through Facebook...the kwch 12 app or by email.  The address is storm shots at 

kwch dot com. 

 

5/21/13  6pm 

It's a day off for the Jayhawks and the top seeded Kansas State wildcats...as the tornado in MooreS has 

postponed the big 12 tournament.  It's changed to pool play and will start tomorrow and run through 

Sunday.  Tomorrow k-state plays Texas tech at 12-30...Kansas faces West Virginia at 4. 

 

5/22/13  6am 

  You are making a difference in Moore, Oklahoma.  Last night, you took part in our KWCH tornado relief 

hotline.  The effort raised more than 18-thousand dollars.   All the money will go to the Red Cross to help 

victims of the tornado. 

 

5/23/13  5pm 

Many of you have asked how you can help those in Oklahoma.  Tonight, there's a new way.  Roger Cornish 

is in the newsroom.   Mike, eyewitness news is teaming up with goodwill and KFDI to aid relief efforts.  

You've probably heard us say this week that most organizations are asking for cash donations instead of 

items. Many people don't have extra cash right now, but do have clothing and other items they are willing 

to donate. So Friday and Saturday, goodwill will be accepting donations of those items at all their locations. 

For every pound donated, goodwill and kwch will donate a dollar in cash for tornado relief up to 20-

thousand dollars. Along with clothing, goodwill suggests donating household items, bedding, linens, even 

purses and jewelry.  To find out more about this relief effort involving kwch, KFDI and goodwill...you can 

go to our website...kwch-dot-com.  Our story includes goodwill locations where you can donate Friday and 

Saturday. 

 

5/24/13  5am 

A national council lifts its ban to allow openly gay boys into the boy scouts.   Robert Leis (lease) says the 

ban caused him to keep his sexuality a secret for years.   Now he's happy other boys won't have to do the 

same.   Leis believes there are lots of young boys in the organization that know they're gay, but have been 

too afraid of being kicked out to be who they really are.  Leis hopes the scouts will eventually lift the ban 

on gay leaders. He says when they do, he'll be the first to sign up. 

 

5/25/13  10pm 

A 3-year-old boy is in critical condition after a television falls on him.  Emergency crews were called to the 

22 hundred block of north Waco around four o'clock.  Family members told police- kids were playing 

video games when a television fell on the three-year-old; he was taken to the hospital in critical condition.   

 

5/26/13  10pm 

Many from the Wichita area have been going down to Moore to lend a helping hand.  A member of the 

Wichita police department and three others went to help sort through debris, trying to find items to save for 

home-owners.  These are some photos they shared with us. 

 

 

5/27/13  6pm 



 

 

A child remains in critical condition tonight at Saint Francis hospital after a television fell on him.  Over 

the weekend emergency crews were called to the 22-hundred block of north Waco.  Officials say... Two 

kids were playing video games when the television fell on top of the three-year-old. 

 

5/28/13  10pm 

No problems for the Wichita river festival which starts this Friday.  Set-up's already underway in 

downtown Wichita...  This year the food court will be back by century two there will be the traditional 

events like the sundown parade and twilight pops concert... And new events including a beach party, with 

300 tons of sand trucked into Kennedy plaza.  Wichita festivals expects 350-thousand people to take part in 

Riverfest you need a button to get in.  Go to k-w-c-h dot com for the complete Riverfest schedule... And 

see where you can get a button.  Weather is next. 

 

5/29/13  12pm 

  Last night emergency crews in Moscow responded to a large fire.  Look at this picture a viewer sent in...  

An eyewitness contacted our newsroom and said it appeared thousands of hay bales were on fire.  

Eyewitness news contacted Steven’s County sheriff's office and were told the sheriff was at the scene 

helping crews.  Our crews are headed to Moscow...we will have an update later on today. 

 

5/30/13  6pm 

2009 doesn't seem that long ago but it's been 4 years since we could talk about shocker baseball going into 

June. Jenn bates checks in the shockers in Manhattan before their game with k-state tomorrow. 

 

5/31/13  5pm 

Two days after police turned over results of their investigation ...the district attorney says...there will be 

*no* charges filed against a former Wichita State basketball player.  Roger Cornish is in the newsroom to 

tell us why. Cindy - the district attorney's office made the announcement early this afternoon -  you may 

remember...a 20-year-old woman accused a former member of this year's final four team of rape...while at 

another basketball player's home -  Wichita police investigated for several weeks...and then turned over 

their investigation to the d-a's office. Now the d-a's office says...  After reviewing the facts of the case, the 

applicable law and discussing the matter with the reporting party and her family, the decision has been 

made that no charges will be filed at this time. District attorney Marc Bennett's office says...if any new 

information comes to light...the office will reconsider the case. 

 

6/1/13  10pm 

The weather could not have been better today for the Wichita river festival's 38-th annual "river run."  A 

couple thousand runners had some healthy fun with some big competition.   Races included a 10-k.  But it 

wasn't all serious even the little ones joined in for the "tot trot".   And many made it a family affair for the 

YMCA two-mile family walk.   River-fest continues through next Saturday.   Tomorrow our own Merrill 

Teller will be at the Learjet throwback day.   You can watch the celebrity egg toss... And compete in a hula-

hoop contest. 

 

6/2/13  10pm 

The Wichita river festival continues.  These are some photos of a hula hoop contest that many took part in 

this afternoon.  Winners got to take home a kwch prize package.  Riverfest runs through next Saturday.  

See more photos now at kwch dot com. 

 

6/3/13  6am 

We'll learn more today about southwest airline's flight plans to other destinations.  The airline's first flights 

from Wichita mid-continent airport took off Sunday. Flights came in from Dallas, Las Vegas and Chicago 

Sunday.  Hundreds waited in line, tickets, carry-ons and pillows in hand.  Frequent fliers say southwest is 

known for its cheaper fares.  Southwest's initial schedule will include two daily flights to Chicago, two 

flights to Dallas and one flight to Las Vegas. 

 

 

 

6/4/13  5pm 



 

 

Soon...the search for a new head baseball coach for the Shockers will begin.   We'll of course follow that 

process -- expect the latest as we get it on air and at kwch-dot-com. 

 

6/5/13  12pm 

We're giving away 2 tickets to see Daughtry at the Kansas Star casino. The concert is on June 29th.  Call 

436-1212...the twelfth caller will win the tickets. 

 

6/6/13  6am 

  Shocked while playing in the rain last week...  Tonight, the family of a Salina girl talks about her 

recovery...  Eleven year-old Jayden Hicks remains in a Wichita hospital tonight...  And it's still not clear 

exactly *how* she was hurt...  New at six, her uncle talks with Samantha Anderson in an interview you'll 

see only on eyewitness news.  But right now that little girl is in critical condition ...after being shocked 

during a thunderstorm last week, she was playing outside in the rain when she was shocked.  Salina city 

officials say they believe it came from the electrical junction box she was lying on. The family says 

throughout the whole ordeal they've received so much support. The prayers for Jayden fundraiser has also 

been set up in Salina ... An anonymous donor recently gave the cause 5 thousand dollars. The family says 

the ordeal is far from over. But they're hopeful as they stay by her side.  Samantha Anderson eyewitness 

news.  The city of Salina’s still investigating the shocking.  Workers are starting to turn on electricity to 

parts of downtown Salina, as they confirm different areas are safe. 

 

6/7/13  5am 

Hutchinson residents using wind turbines (tur-bins) have to take them down.  And they have a week to do 

it. Some homeowners in Hutchinson use wind turbines as an alternative energy source.  But the city says 

they must come down.  Doug Myers makes and sells residential turbines ... He also has one in his own 

yard.  For Meischa Bingle's family ... A backup source of energy could mean life or death.   She called the 

city for answers. She's only one of many people in hutch who want to install them. Now Doug worries the 

city's law will put him out of business.  Doug says the turbines can save families up to 40 percent on energy 

... But he says the city is forcing them to use Westar.  In Hutchinson, Lauren Seabrook, eyewitness news.   

The city ordinance says a turbine on half an acre to a full acre must be shorter than 80 feet.   Myer's turbine 

is six feet tall. 

 

6/8/13  10pm 

Get severe weather alerts sent straight to your phone using the storm team 12 weather app.  You can find 

current radar, see the latest forecast, even watch live streaming video.  The app is free for both android and 

apple devices. 

 

6/9/13  10pm 

If you're heading to the baseball complex in valley center, you may want to use the bathroom before you 

go. The McKay Petrie sports complex---which is where the valley center hornets play---won't have any 

restrooms for about four weeks.   Crews are replacing service lines at valley center middle school.  That 

means... The water in the area will be shut-off.   People who live nearby wonder about the timeline.  The 

complex ordered extra port-a-potties for the remainder of the season. 

 

6/10/13  6pm 

Their house is destroyed, but a couple from valley center is safe this evening.  Fire crews say it's thanks to 

their smoke detector. Fire crews were called to a home in valley center around 10 Sunday night.  Waiting 

outside the burning house, the couple who were asleep when the fire started. 

 

6/11/13  5am 

Here's this week's hot fare provided by Wichita’s mid-continent airport... 

 

6/12/13  12pm 

   A killer catch in Alaska...and baby deer rescued from wildfires.  Stacey Cohan has the stories that will 

have you talking. Take a look at this! A group of fishermen off the coast of Alaska had a whale of a tale to 

tell when they got back to shore. They thought they were reeling in a halibut -- but instead hooked 

something much bigger -- and deadlier. A killer whale was very interested in their catch. One of the 



 

 

fisherman posted the video to his Facebook page. A naked man was caught on camera terrorizing 

passengers at a San Francisco "Bart" rail station. It happened last month, but the video is only now being 

released. The 24-year-old can be seen lunging at people, doing handstands and backflips. He was arrested, 

and taken to the hospital for a psychiatric evaluation. The man was later released and charged with 

misdemeanor battery. A touching moment caught on video amid the black forest fire burning near Colorado 

Springs. A firefighter carrying a baby deer to safety. He hands the animal to another man, tasked with 

driving it to a safe haven. Crews have been working to rescue horses and other animals. The black forest 

fire has prompted mandatory evacuations over an area covering 24-thousand acres and about five-thousand 

homes. For take a look at this, I’m Stacey Cohan. 

 

6/13/13  5pm 

Work begins to re-route 37-th street in Wichita. The project will let "Koch industries"... Expand its 

headquarters on 37-th street between Oliver and Hillside.  The company plans to build a three-story office 

building.  Construction crews are re-routing 37th street about a quarter mile north of its current location.  

The new street is expected to open in October. 

 

6/14/13  6am 

Good morning.  Here's what's going on this weekend from fetchtoto-dot-com. 

 

6/15/13  10pm 

An Oaklawn gentleman's club catches fire.  Fire crews were called to Teddy Bares on south Clifton this 

afternoon.  They say the bar area caught fire.  The business was closed at the time, and no one was inside.  

Crews got the fire out quickly. 

 

6/16/13  10pm 

All this month we've shown you the best of does it work so far this year.  A viewer had a question about 

two of the products in our best of series....and we had some special programs on channel 12 yesterday as 

we celebrate our 60th anniversary.  Roger tells us about another program coming up next Saturday in 

tonight’s answerback. First of all...happy father’s day guys! And i hope you enjoyed our special flashback 

12 programming yesterday as we continue to celebrate this station's 60th anniversary. Something else 

special is coming up this next Saturday. Doesn't that look like fun? That is some of our staff participating in 

the hard charge obstacle course this spring at the Kansas coliseum. Well, the show will be broadcast next 

Saturday at 7pm...mud and all. So enjoy that. Many viewers enjoyed this week's does it work, as we 

revisited our test of three products. It led to this call.  I'm told the answer is yes...the headlight cleaner and 

wipe new seem to be holding up well...but the products are supposed to be good for a whole year...so check 

back in 2014. In the meantime, if you have other questions or comments. You can reach us at 838-1212, 

our toll free number from anywhere is 88-k12-news. You can write us or contact us on-line at news 

@kwch-com. 

I miss you, dad.   

 

6/17/13  12pm 

Wichita state baseball fans get to meet the new head coach today. W-s-u's athletic department will hold a 

press conference to introduce "Todd Butler" to the shocker nation.   Butler comes to Wichita state from 

Arkansas where he was the associate head coach since 2005. Today's press conference will be at 2 at Eck 

stadium... You can watch a live stream of that press conference at k-w-c-h dot com.  There will also be a 

"meet and greet" with butler from 5 to seven. That will also be at Eck stadium. 

 

6/18/13  6am 

Good morning.  Here's what's going on this weekend from fetchtoto-dot-com. 

 

6/19/13  5pm 

  Two Wichita businesses seized by the state - will avoid being sold at auction. The department of revenue 

shut down r & j tire and wheel on west 21st street yesterday - due to un-paid sales taxes totaling more than 

36-thousand dollars.  Agents did the same thing to beard's floral design on west second.  It owed almost 17-

thousand dollars in back taxes.  But both businesses worked out a deal with the state to pay off the debts.  

 



 

 

6/20/13  5am 

The world's largest doomsday shelter is being built right here in northeast Kansas.  This place south of 

Atchison was storage for the government.  Now a California company is renovating the two million square 

foot underground space and turning it into the world's largest doomsday shelter.  The cave will have room 

for five thousand people living in up to 15-hundred r-v's.   It will also have amenities like indoor golf and a 

water slide. 

 

6/21/13  6pm 

In the aviation watch, McConnell could get more money than expected to house new air refueling tankers. 

A bill passed by a senate committee would give the base 219 million dollars for upgrades...that's 27 million 

more than the original estimate.  Senator Jerry Moran’s office say the money will be used for things like 

new hangers, runway repairs and new operations and maintenance buildings.  Last month McConnell was 

selected to be home for 36 of the new tankers starting in 2016. 

 

6/22/13  10pm 

New tonight at ten, a man is in critical condition after falling off a horse. Emergency crews were called to 

the 97 hundred block of North West Street around 8 this evening.  They found a man with head injuries 

after he fell off the horse. He was taken to the hospital.  Police are still looking into what led up to the fall. 

 

6/23/13  10pm 

Summer has begun...and that means longer days of sunlight.  But have you already missed out on the 

longest day of light this year?   Plus, a viewer has a question about the moderate party. And roger has an 

answer in tonight’s answerback. Happy summer...it sure feels like it, right? Summer officially began early 

Friday morning. Speaking of summer like things. Actually, it has come and gone...I’m told that June 20th 

and 21st are essentially the two days with the longest amount of daylight at 14-hours, 46-minutes and 34-

seconds.  I hope you used them well, especially the 34-seconds.  You'll never get that time back. You may 

have been seeing the CBS promos for a new show that starts tomorrow. Especially Stephen king fans....it's 

called under the dome. You can get more of a preview on the answerback area of kwch-dot-com. The show 

is on Monday at 9pm. But you don't have to be under a dome to watch it. Remember a little while ago we 

had a story on a man organizing what he calls the moderate party? This caller noticed and has a question. 

They actually have a website...if you are computer connected go to moderate party of Kansas-dot-com. And 

you can sign the petition on-line. The group also has a Facebook page...as do we here at eyewitness 

news...along with twitter. Other ways to contact us with questions or comments....8738-1212, toll free 888-

k12-news, and of course at kwch-dot-com. Stay cool out there.   

 

6/24/13  12pm 

Did you see this over the weekend?  This is no ordinary moon.   It's called a supermoon.  It occurs when a 

full moon reaches its closest point to earth, so it looks even bigger, and brighter.  In case you missed this 

one.  You'll have to wait until august of 2014 for the next supermoon to occur. 

 

6/25/13  6am 

The city of Salina will exempt its public buildings from the state's new conceal carry law.  The law, which 

takes effect in one week, allows conceal carry permit holders to carry weapons into public buildings.  The 

exemption gives officials until the end of the year to come up with their own security plan.   Wichita is one 

of several cities and counties that have filed the exemption. 

 

6/26/13  10pm 

In our exclusive Factfinder 12 scientific survey.  We asked 500 Kansans if they agree with the Supreme 

Court’s decision today on the defense of marriage act.  45 percent agree with the ruling.  52 percent do not 

and four percent are not sure. 

 

 

 

6/27/13  6pm 



 

 

Factfinder 12 shows you. The Kansas adjutant general's department lists nine counties under burn bans. 

They're largely in central and western kansas.13 other counties are limiting burns with permits... One of 

those is Butler County. 

 

6/28/13  5am 

Here's this week's hot fare provided by Wichita’s mid-continent airport... 

 

6/29/13  10pm 

As crews continue to restore power -- Westar energy is looking to raise rates.  Under its new plan, the 

average home or small business would see a six to 9 percent increase.  But businesses that consume lots of 

power would pay 6 to 15 percent less.  The proposal still needs approval from the Kansas corporation 

commission. 

 

6/30/13  10pm 

Several new laws take effect in Kansas tomorrow.  But one of them won't be enforced in every county or 

city.  Changes to the concealed-carry law begin tomorrow. It allows gun owners with concealed carry 

permits to bring firearms into public buildings that don't have adequate security measures.  Previously guns 

were banned in court houses, state offices and other public buildings where notices were posted.  Several 

towns and counties have filed a six month exemption to come up with new security measures. 

 



 

 

 

ECONOMY 
 

4/4/13  12pm 

For our eye on your money this noon, we're taking a look at the markets.  The dow jones is down 4 at 14-5-

47. and the nas-daq is DOWN 8 at 32-11.  We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment 

 

4/6/13  10pm 

Now to the latest from the legislature, Kansas law-makers pass a sweeping abortion bill. The bill declares 

life begins at fertilization.  Abortion rights advocates say... The "at fertilization" language will inspire new 

attempts to prevent the procedure.  Similar language can be found in other state laws including North 

Dakota.  The bill also blocks potential tax breaks for abortion providers and outlaws sex-selection 

abortions. 

 

4/7/13  10pm 

  The latest tonight from Topeka, where Kansas lawmakers approve a new abortion bill that declares life 

begins at fertilization.  Proponents of the bill say... It is a clear statement on the value of human life.  

Opponents say... It's the definition of government intrusion into a woman's personal medical decision.   

Eyewitness news reporter Sia Nyorkor joins us now to explain the bill's details. Melissa, the bill passed late 

Friday evening and has language that declares life begins at fertilization---but here's what else the bill 

includes: blocking  tax breaks for abortion providers,  banning abortions based on gender,  prohibiting 

abortion providers from  participating in public school sex education classes.  Requiring doctors to give 

women information about breast cancer risk  and banning women from writing abortions off on their 

income taxes some abortion rights advocates feel those changes are discriminatory.  I reached out to people 

on all sides of this issue today. Including Diane Wahto who thinks this bill goes too far. The bill is on 

governor Brownback’s desk.  He has voiced support for these types of bills and he is expected to sign. 

Diane Wahto is an abortion rights supporter who says the new abortion bill that passed the senate is setting 

the stage to outlaw abortions in Kansas altogether. Here's what's on the bill: language that declares life 

begins at fertilization, blocking  tax breaks for abortion providers, banning abortions based on gender, 

prohibiting abortion providers from  participating in public school sex education classes, requiring doctors 

to give women information about breast cancer risk, and banning women from writing abortions off on 

their income taxes, Wahto says these changes are discriminatory. She says it's just a matter of time before 

the lawsuits start. That means that women will have to pay taxes that men don't have to pay or clinics that 

do abortions would be paying taxes that other types of medical clinics don't have to pay. The bill passed the 

senate and house just days after dr. George tiller's former abortion clinic re-opened here in Wichita. It is the 

first clinic to offer abortions in the city since tiller's murder which was almost 4 years ago.  Wahto feels this 

new bill is about certain people's beliefs.  Governor Sam Brownback---who has voiced support of this bill--

-is expected to sign it into law. Some feel that if the us Supreme Court overturns roe v. Wade, the Kansas 

legislature would be able to ban abortions.  In Wichita, Sia Nyorkor, kwch 12 eyewitness news. If 

Governor Sam Brownback signs the bill, it will go into effect July first. 

 

4/8/13  6am 

More signs that North Korea is preparing for another nuclear test.   A South Korean news agency is 

reporting increased activity at North Korea’s atomic test site.  The movement around the underground 

facility is similar to what happened before the last nuclear test in February.   The United Nations issued 

new sanctions against the north after that test.   Since then, leader Kim Jong Un has threatened nuclear war 

against South Korea and the U.S. 

 

4/9/13  12pm 

J-c Penney it's out with the 'new' CEO and in with the 'old one after just 16 months on the job.  C-e-o Ron 

Johnson is stepping down.   His risky strategy to over haul the department store and do away with sales led 

to a drop in profits.   Mike Ullman will return to run the retailer.  He was c-e-o of Penney’s for 7 years until 

Johnson replaced him in 2011. 



 

 

 

 

 

4/16/13  12pm 

  For our eye on your money this noon,  we're taking a look at the markets.  The dow jones is up 144 at 14-

7-43.  And the nas-daq is up 44 at 32-60.   We'll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment 

 

4/19/13  5am 

 Traveling next week could become tricky for fliers.  Travelers nationwide could see flight delays starting 

Monday.   It's all thanks to the federal spending cuts.  Delays could average up to 30 minute at major hubs.  

But it will be worse on days when controller furlough force airports to shut down runways.  The department 

of transportation needs to cut one-billion dollars from its budget. 

 

4/24/13  12pm 

A group calling itself the "Syrian electronic army"  says it's responsible for hacking into associated press 

twitter accounts.  Yesterday, a tweet falsely reported two explosions at the white house and said president 

Obama had been injured. That report sent stocks tumbling before the a-p announced the reports were 

bogus.  It has now suspended its twitter account.   The f-b-i is investigating the hacking. 

 

4/27/13  10pm 

It took a while this spring, but the weather is starting to heat up. And that's turning into profits for many 

area businesses - especially those that cater to the outdoors. Eyewitness news reporter Sia Yorker is live in 

east Wichita with those details tonight – Sia. Anne, we spent some time at Yia Yia's euro bistro in Bradley 

Fair where people were taking advantage of this nice weather. Management told me tonight is a recipe for a 

successful night: great weather, hungry people and a live band. Tonight Yia Yia's hosted the first band of 

the season. Management said they couldn't wait for the weather to break so that business would pick up. 

The tables were full of people enjoying the good weather...rain would've put a damper on the restaurant's 

plans and some of you might have noticed, it's prom season.  When I was at Yia Yia's i saw many young 

people dressed up, grabbing a bite to eat before the big dance.  Management says those students are 

certainly doing their part to boost the economy. Anne, back to you. 

 

4/29/13  12pm 

For our eye on your money this noon, we’re taking a look at the markets.  The dow jones is up 100 at 14-8-

12 and the nas-daq is up 33 at 32-12. Here's a look at the rest of the markets. 

 

4/30/13  6am 

In the aviation watch this morning, Cessna offers early retirement for 180 employees.  The company says 

it’s trying to align its workforce with the revised production forecast for the year.  Cessna employs 82-

hundred people. 58-hundred of them are in the Wichita area. 

 

5/7/13  12pm 

  For our eye on your money this noon, we're taking a look at the markets.   The dow jones is up 66 at 15-0-

35. And then there is no change on the nas-daq at 39-33.  We'll take a look at the rest of the markets in a 

moment. 

 

5/13/13  12pm 

  Americans are also spending more on gas...   Wichita gas prices shoot up overnight.  A gallon of unleaded 

gas is now 3-69 in some areas. That's a 16 cent jump from overnight.  This comes as oil prices *fall* 

overseas.  Crude oil is trading right now 96-dollars a barrel. 
 

5/14/13  6am 

Beechcraft signs a deal with the military worth millions. It's in the aviation watch this morning...  The 210-

million dollar deal is for 35 training aircraft.  33 planes will go to the navy.  The army will get two.  The 

deal has an option for two more planes.  Production is set to begin this month. 

 

5/16/13  6pm 



 

 

More than 900 new jobs could be on the way to Wichita.  Starwood hotels plans to open a call center in the 

former "office this" space, that's near Harry and Oliver.  The center would open in July with about 200 

workers by the end of the year.  Over the next five years, the company could add 750 more people. 

 

5/17/13  5am 

  The Kansas unemployment rate falls.  The department of labor says that in April the number of 

unemployment claims fell to levels not seen since 2008. The rate last month was at five point three percent.  

Private sector jobs increased by 11-thousand and...non-farm jobs also gained more than 10-thousand. 

 

5/20/13  12pm 

  For our eye on your money this noon, we're taking a look at the markets.  The dow jones is up 15 at 

15,372 and the nas-daq is up 4 at 35-02. 

 

5/21/13  6pm 

  Gas prices in Wichita hit their highest price since July of 2008.  The cost of regular unleaded is now 3-89 

a gallon at most stations.  That's just one cent shy of the all-time record of 3-90 a gallon.  Triple-a Kansas 

says extensive maintenance at refineries across the Midwest are driving the spike. Take a look at this map.  

You can see the mid-west states have seen the biggest jumps in the past two weeks.  For Kansas that's 

about 50 cents.  The good news, triple-a says once the refineries start going back on-line next month, the 

price should go back down.  Find the cheapest gas where you live. Just go to k-w-c-h dot com slash gas 

prices for our interactive map. 

 

5/22/13  6am 

A Wichita hospital will cut up to 400 jobs.  Via Christi made the announcement Tuesday.  It comes as the 

healthcare provider tries to offset higher operation costs. Eyewitness news reporter Pilar Pedraza tells us 

what this could mean for you in our continuing coverage. I sat down with Via Christi c-e-o Jeff Korsmo. 

He told me this move is in reaction to fewer people using hospitals nationwide.  Here in Kansas... Via 

Christi has had fewer patients spending time at its hospitals for about a year.... It got a lot worse during the 

February and march snowstorms and never got better.  The health care non-profit is now 18-million dollars 

behind for the fiscal year which ends next month.  Along with the 400 eliminated positions at its hospitals... 

Via Christi is looking at where to best put its resources in the future.  Korsmo told me they'll try to re-

shuffle laid off employees into open positions elsewhere whenever possible. Top administrators will also be 

taking a 4-percent pay cut. The 400 eliminated positions are statewide.  But since the majority of Via 

Christi’s holdings are in Wichita, the hospital estimates about 80-percent of the layoffs will be as well. 

 

5/23/13  5pm 

Some employees at Cessna learn today...they're out of a job.  The plane maker says...layoffs are necessary 

to match its workforce to jet production.  Jade DeGood is live at Cessna where she's been working to figure 

out how many people got notice today. I just talked with a company spokesman who said they will not 

confirm how many were laid off today... Just that it was based on performance and scope of work. You 

may remember last month the company rolled out a "voluntary retirement plan" to help reduce the 

workforce. The hope was enough employees would sign up that the company wouldn't have to lay people 

off. But Cessna did say "involuntary separations" would likely follow well today, that's exactly what 

happened. We'll continue to follow this story... Reporting live... Jade DeGood... Kwch 12 eyewitness news.  

Cessna has about 58-hundred workers in Wichita.  Go to kwch-dot-com to read the statement the company 

released today. 

 

5/24/13  5am 

In the aviation watch this morning, lay-offs and early retirements begin at Cessna.  Last month... we told 

you the company announced it would offer "early retirement" to 180 workers and proceed with lay-offs.  

The company says... the goal is to align its work-force with this year's production forecast.  A spokesperson 

for Cessna would not confirm the number of lay-offs. You can see the full statement from the company 

now at kwch dot com. 

 

5/29/13  12pm 



 

 

For our eye on your money this noon...we're taking a look at the markets.   the dow jones is down 159 at 

15-2-49 and the nas-daq is down 30 at 34-57.  We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment. 

 

 

6/3/13  6am 

Southwest airlines finally lands in Wichita.  Hundreds of passengers lined-up... To take-off.  Eyewitness 

news reporter Sia Nyorkor joins us with the story. Michael, i was there at mid-continent as those first few 

flights came in. When the passengers stepped off that plane, there were cheers all around. Every passenger i 

talked to says southwest coming, here to Wichita, is definitely something to celebrate.  They're hoping this 

will cause plane fares to drop because of the new competition. Southwest airlines have made its way to 

Wichita. It's been in the works for years.  The airline kicked off the inaugural flights with a celebration.  As 

the first passengers arrived in Wichita from Chicago, there were some of the city's mascots to greet them.  

Frequent fliers hope the additional airline will help keep prices competitive. Southwest is known for its 

cheaper fares.   But for others, it's the simple pleasures. In just a few moments another flight will touch 

down from Dallas.  Southwest's initial schedule will include two daily flights to Chicago, two flights to 

Dallas and one flight to Las Vegas.  But officials tell me there are plans to add many more destinations.  Sia 

Nyorkor, back to you.  Southwest has employed an additional 32 employees to work at the new terminal.  

Mid-continent will host a news conference tomorrow to talk about the new airline. 

 

6/5/13  12pm 

For our eye on your money this noon...we're taking a look at the markets.  The dow jones is down 166 at 

15-0-11.  And the nas-daq is down 35 at 34-10.  We'll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment. 

 

6/12/13  12pm 

More Americans are quitting their jobs, the labor department says that's actually encouraging news.  The 

number of people leaving their jobs jumped more than 7 percent in April.  Analysts say most workers leave 

when they have a better job to go to.  That -- combined with more people re-entering the workforce...are 

signs the job market may be improving. 

 

6/14/13  6am 

Also in the aviation watch, a government agency rejects Beechcraft’s protest of an air force contract 

awarded to another company.  The 427 million dollar contract is for 20 light air support planes.  They'll be 

used during the u-s withdrawal from Afghanistan.  The air force awarded the contract to Sierra Nevada 

Corporation.   Beechcraft says the government accountability office only reviewed whether the air force 

followed its process -- and not whether the process itself is correct.  

 

6/17/13  12pm 

For our eye on your money this noon, we're taking a look at the markets.  The dow jones is up 159 at 15-2-

29.  And the nas-daq is up 41 at 34-64.  We'll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment 

 

6/24/13  12pm 

For our eye on your money this noon. We’re taking a look at the markets.  the dow jones is down 4 at 12-1-

86.  and the nas-daq is up 2 at 26-88.   We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment 
 

6/25/13  6am 

Starbucks wants a little extra change for that latte.  Starting today...the Seattle-based coffee company says 

its hiking prices by about 1 percent nationally.  For a small brewed coffee, the price will increase by 10 

cents at most.   However, the increases will vary by region and may apply to different drinks. 

 

6/26/13  10pm 

Nearly four million dollars in cuts.  That's the Wichita city leaders are dealing with.  Tonight they heard 

from the public at this forum.  Some of the options they're considering are increased overdue fees at the 

library and cutting the police mounted patrol units.  The city will hold several meetings similar to this one 

before finalizing the budget in august.  There's also a form you can fill out if you can't make it to a meeting. 

Find it at our website...kwch dot com. 

 



 

 

 

 

6/29/13  10pm 

Interest rates on some student loans are expected to double Monday. Unless congress reaches a deal 

tomorrow, rates will jump from 3 point 4 percent to 6 point 8 percent.  Only new loans will be affected. 

Many students say the increase is too much.  There are two bills in congress right now that address the 

problem. One extends the current rate.  The other ties new loans to the rate on 10 year treasury bonds. That 

would keep rates low for now, but they could climb in the future. 

 



 

 

 

EDUCATION 
 

4/4/13  12pm 

Ottawa University will be open for classes this afternoon.  The school was closed this morning when 

campus officials found three suspicious packages. They decided to close down the University while federal 

agents investigated.  Buildings were also evacuated.  The Sheriff's office says one package was an oddly-

shaped canvas bag with electrical tape around it. Authorities are investigating the possibility that the 

packages could be related to a scavenger hunt students held Wednesday. 

 

4/19/13  5am 

Eighty students at a Kansas City, Mo., high school will be back in class on Friday, but with a mark on their 

records. That's because their principal suspended them. The principal at Hogan Preparatory Academy told 

FOX 4 shortly after the bell rang Wednesday morning some students began walking down the halls 

screaming, banging on lockers and disrupting school. The principal said he suspended the students for one 

day, but did not say why the teens caused the disruption. 

 

4/21/13  10pm 

Wichita superintendent John Allison is expected to present more information about south-east high school 

during tomorrow’s school board meeting. One option being discussed is to close the current south-east 

high.  Community members have started a campaign to save it.  The district says it can't afford to open a 

new high school in south-east Wichita and remodel the current school.  Several projects from a 2008 bond 

issue are still "on hold" because of the economy. 

 

4/28/13  10pm 

 You can also see what local school leaders and parents think of the "Alice program"... By going to our "k-

w-c-h app" right now.  We will continue our Factfinder 12 investigation into "guns in schools" this week... 

With a different kind of does it work.  We're testing a "bullet-proof backpack" and a "bullet-proof shield" 

for an existing backpack.  See how they stand-up against several rounds at a law enforcement range.  That's 

Wednesday... at 10 p-m. 

 

5/4/13  10pm 

This morning, k-w-c-h teamed up with McPherson College to honor some of Kansas brightest students. 

Roger Cornish, Cindy Klose and Jenn bates were at the 22nd annual "top of the class" appreciation 

breakfast.  The event highlights the accomplishments of graduating seniors at high schools across central 

Kansas.  Each "top of the class" student receives a 5 hundred dollar scholarship to McPherson College for 

four years.  You'll also see each one in a t-v commercial right here on k-w-c-h and our sister station k-s-c-

w. 

 

5/19/13  10pm 

  The storms got in the way of a few graduations today.  Andover high school... And Kapaun Mount Carmel 

had to postpone their graduations at century two for a few hours this afternoon.  Those two schools 

eventually held their graduation ceremonies after the threat passed.  Bishop Carroll also held its ceremony 

after it was postponed for a bit.  Maize high school did *not* hold its graduation -- school officials are 

working to reschedule it. 

 

6/9/13  10pm 

The Wichita school board will be talking about the future of southeast high school again tomorrow.  For the 

last month, the board has been asking for input from the community about what should happen. At Monday 

night's board meeting... That input will be presented.  Right now, board members are weighing three 

options.  They include renovating southeast only.  Building a new southeast high school and re-locating the 

current southeast students there. Or... Proceed with the original plans from a 2008 bond... And renovate 



 

 

southeast high and build a new school.  The board is expected to make a final decision on the issue at its 

June 24-th meeting. 

 

 

6/11/13  5am 

And here are the three options board members are considering, they can either renovate southeast and not 

build a new school, close southeast and build a new high school in the area, or they can build an new school 

and renovate the current southeast.  Once again a decision is expected in two weeks. 

 

6/19/13  5pm 

Lawmakers in Washington are working to keep student loan rates from doubling on July first.  A bipartisan 

proposal in the senate links rates to the financial markets.  Students from lower-income families would see 

rates rise slightly to 3-point-8 percent.  If congress doesn't act by July first, rates would double--from 3.4 to 

*6-point-8 percent. 

 

6/20/13  5am 

Tuition is going up at the state's public universities.  The Kansas board of regents approved the increases-- 

in part -to make up for cuts in state funding.  Schools also want to increase faculty pay. Students say cost 

makes a difference when choosing a school. Fort hays state has the lowest increase--at under 3 percent.  At 

Wichita state-the increase is more than 8 percent- at k-state- more than 6 and a half percent and at k-u 4 and 

a half. Some current KU students won't see a hike-the rate new freshman pay is good for four years. 

 

6/21/13  6pm 

Leaders at the six state universities get raises... The same week the Board of Regents approve tuition hikes.  

Our continuing coverage has one president explaining why.  The biggest raises go to the leaders at k-u and 

k-state... 60-thousand dollars.  Wichita state's john Bardo's got a 15-thousand dollar raise.  It's important to 

note, the raises come entirely from *private* money from fundraisers.  Bardo says the Board of Regents 

look at tuition and salaries every year.  This year, because of delays with the state budget, Bardo says the 

decisions came closer together.  He says he understands the timing looks bad.  Bardo says his main concern 

is finding solutions to the growing cost of higher education.  Go to k-w-c-h dot com to see how much *all 

university leaders earn... And how much tuition went up this week. 

 

6/23/13  10pm 

Tomorrow night we should know the future of southeast high school.  Wichita school board members are 

expected to vote on one of three options.  Renovate the school...renovate  and build a new high school...or 

build a new school and close southeast for good.  A group called save southeast is trying to persuade board 

members not to choose the last option.  We spoke to people in the area today who are affected by the 

decision.  Last week asked four board members how they're leaning. Two were undecided....two others 

were leaning towards closing southeast and building a new high school.  We'll have results and reaction 

from the vote on eyewitness news tomorrow night. 

 

6/24/13  12pm 

We should know the future of southeast high school by night's end. Wichita school board members are 

expected to vote on one of three options. Renovate the school...renovate and build a new high school...or 

build a new school and close southeast for good.  We spoke to people in the area who are affected by the 

decision.  Last week we asked four board members how they're leaning.  Two were undecided....two others 

were leaning towards closing southeast and building a new high school.  We'll have results and reaction 

from the vote on eyewitness news tonight. 

 

6/25/13  6am 

Out with the old, in with the new.  In a unanimous decision, the Wichita school board says they want to 

build the new school which means southeast high school where it is now will be used for something else.  

The new building at 127th and Pawnee is going to cost an estimated 54-million-dollars paid for by a bond 

issued back in 2008.  It's not going to be an immediate change.  The new southeast won't be ready for 

students for another three years. 



 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

4/7/13  10pm 

  Some are hoping a wedding will end a drought.  Farmers in an Indian City organized a wedding of two 

frogs.  They did this to please the rain gods in wake of a drought.  The frogs were picked from different 

ponds following the local belief among the farmers in this part of India that a frog marriage pleases the rain 

gods and ensures a good harvest. 

 

4/8/13  6am 

"Storm team 12 chaser"... Tony Laubach captured this video of hail in rush county.  You can see the hail 

got pretty bad at times. It almost looks like snow on the road.  Shane Isnern e-mailed this storm shot to us.  

It was taken 3 and a half miles east of Ellinwood.  We'd like to see your weather pictures.  Send them to... 

Storm shots at kwch dot com.  You can also upload them through the k-w-c-h app. or put them on our 

Facebook page. 

 

4/9/13  12pm 

  Dark clouds are growing over Kansas.  This stormshot comes from Keith Davis in New Cambria, Saline 

County. Good afternoon I'm Kara Sewell joining Storm Team Meteorologist Merrill Teller. 

 

4/10/13  5pm 

 The weather is to blame for a deadly accident in Ottawa County early this morning. The highway patrol 

says the driver was about five miles south of Minneapolis when he lost control on an icy bridge.  His truck 

went into the ditch and flipped trapping him inside.  The man was a 19 year old from Texas. 

 

4/11/13  6pm 

  The question on many farmers' minds today.  Will their crops survive?  The sun came out... And the ice 

started melting today.   Eyewitness news reporter Lauren Seabrook shows us, the ever-changing weather 

keeps challenging Kansas farmers. New at six.  Investing in the future of their farms, while the future of 

their crops remains unknown, life as a farmer can sometimes be a gamble.  Because when your livelihood 

depends on the weather, you have to be understanding especially in Kansas, which is exactly what could 

happen when ice covers your crop in the middle of April. Thousands of acres across the state start to melt 

as farmers try to stay optimistic.  And although they've prayed for moisture, farmers walking through the 

mud, worry it might be too much.  Larry Klein and his sons farm wheat ... And they hope they won't have 

to start over.  Klein says it a reality, farmers know is just a part of planting in Kansas…punches coming this 

spring in the form of ice.  In Wichita, Lauren Seabrook, kwch 12 eyewitness news. 

 

4/13/13  10pm 

  This weather may not stick around for long, but many people spent today enjoying it.  You've been telling 

us on Facebook how you took advantage of the sunshine. Robin says she watched her kids play while 

cleaning the pool and mowing the lawn. She's even thinking about breaking out the grill later. Ben hopes to 

work on his garden. He says his tomatoes, peppers and cucumbers survived the recent ice storm. You can 

let us know how you're enjoying this spring weather by liking us on Facebook.  Just search k-w-c-h news. 

 

4/14/13  10pm 

Today marks the "one year anniversary" of a tornado out-break that swept through Kansas.  More than 40 

tornadoes touched-down in less than 24 hours.  The conditions were just right for all of this... Right Ross? 

 

4/17/13  6am 

A major sandstorm hits part of China. Check this out.  The sandstorm was in the northwest part of the 

country.  It's the first of its kind this spring.  People on the street covered their mouths and noses with scarfs 

while trudging against the strong winds. 

 



 

 

 

4/18/13  5pm 

The six students and a teacher sent to the hospital after this crash on i-70 are ok.  They've all been released.  

The teacher lost control of an s-u-v while driving over hail.   They crossed the median and hit another car.   

The students are from a school in Cloud County.   They were returning home from an art exhibition at fort 

hays. 

 

4/19/13  5am 

Morning lows dipped well below freezing early Friday morning and several records were threatened, tied 

or broken. A freeze warning was issued for central and eastern Kansas where the growing season has 

already started while western Kansas saw subfreezing temperatures too, the growing season isn't as far 

along, therefore no warning west. Friday will be mostly sunny with warmer highs ranging from the upper-

50s north to around 60 across the south. Expect gusty west or northwest winds through the morning to 

back-off and diminish by late afternoon. Look for warmer temperatures this weekend as highs climb into 

the mid and upper-60s. Skies will become mostly cloudy Saturday but the only chance for sprinkles or 

passing showers will be late Saturday night or early Sunday across central and northern Kansas. Monday 

afternoon into the evening hours will bring a better bet to get wet with scattered showers and storms as 

another cold front plows into our area. 

 

4/23/13  6pm 

  The latest system brings a mixed blessing for Kansas farmers and the people they feed. Storm team 12 

reporter, Pilar Pedraza spent the day in the fields.  Pilar, how are growers handling the change. All this mud 

here and those standing puddles of water over there are more than just an inconvenience for farmers.  When 

i try to walk through this field I either slip and slide dangerously around or get stuck.  If i can't even walk in 

it, they can't put a plow in the field.  This field is supposed to have corn planted in it. But Kent Winter's 

seed corn is still sitting in bags on pallets in his shed. He's waiting for the weather to heat up and the 

ground to dry out.  But time is running out.  If winter doesn't get his corn into the ground soon... He may 

have to change types of corn or the crop entirely.  And that could affect what you pay for corn at the store 

or for corn-fed beef and other meats.  So far, only five percent of the Kansas corn crop is in the ground... 

Thanks to the cold, rainy spring we've had.  That's compared to the 20-percent average for late April.  The 

cold weather's also delayed the growth of pasture grass.  Much is still too short for ranchers to put their 

cattle out to graze as usual. 

 

4/24/13  12pm 

  A big surprise for folks when they woke up this morning.  A little snow stuck to the ground in parts of 

Wichita and the surrounding area.  It's just the latest round of winter weather we've had this spring.  Can we 

finally say goodbye to the snow?  We go now to storm team 12 meteorologist, Merrill Teller, on our current 

conditions...and what we can expect. 

 

4/28/13  10pm 

Many took advantage of one of the nicest days of spring so far.  Workers at "tree top nursery" in Wichita 

say... Their business was packed today.  Many customers were there to stock-up on plants, shrubs and other 

gardening items.  We asked the workers if it was getting too late to plant.  They tell us... Not at all.  They 

say... The temperature ranges are more important than the calendar.  And storm team 12 meteorologist Ross 

Janssen joins us now. We're on quite a ride of temperature changes right now, but that's good compared to 

last year at this time? 

 

5/1/13  10pm 

  This is a live image from i-70 near Goodland in western Kansas where. Yes....it’s May first and there is 

snow on the ground.  Right now i-70 is closed from Goodland to the Colorado border. Here's what it looked 

like a little further east of there is Colby. This video is from just within the last hour where snow is coming 

down.   And here in Wichita it was in the 70's late this morning.   Since then it's dropped down into the low 

40's.  It's been quite a drastic change in the weather. Storm team 12 meteorologist Ross Janssen is with us 

now.  Ross...it seems like winter just doesn't want to end. 

 

 



 

 

 

5/2/13  6am 

The wheat tour wraps up today across Kansas… groups trying to predict the size of this year's yield.  The 

drought has damaged much of the western Kansas wheat.  But more rain has wheat in central and south 

central Kansas looking good. 

 

5/3/13  5am 

  When will it end?  We're halfway through spring...and yet another freeze warning....for much of the state.  

Some are calling it the spring that never was and that is causing some real problems for people.   

Eyewitness news reporter Jim Grawe has more. Still, Laurie Reber is going ahead with her garage sale.  

She just closed the doors...fired up a heater and hoped somebody would show up, and the few customers 

who showed up....didn't have to fight a crowd to get the best bargains.   It's pretty clear that garage sales 

weren't losing customers to the golf courses.  The only action here came from the frigid wind.  It was 

almost as quiet at local garden centers more than selling garden plants....the staff here has been busy 

moving plants in then out, then back in to protect them from the freezing temps.  That's what they're also 

saying at Botanica. A lot of plants are still in the greenhouse for protection and some events have been 

postponed.  This is a popular place for outdoor weddings....an unpopular place for the cold. Kansans are 

coping with the cold as best they can, knowing that warmer days must be ahead.    

 

5/5/13  10pm 

It's been a wild may so far with cooler temperatures and even some snow in some places. The moisture is 

good news for many though as we continue to deal with the drought.  It was a chilly weekend here but there 

was some rain...and that's good news. Storm team 12 meteorologist Ross Janssen.... Joins us now to talk a 

little more about the precipitation so far this year. 

 

5/8/13  10pm 

  Many of you are sending in your storm shots.  Tom sent us this one looking north from victoria.  You can 

see a funnel.  A viewer sent us this photo just southwest of Arlington.  There's some lightning off in the 

distance and Derrick sent us this photo of some funnel clouds north of Catharine, Kansas in Ellis county.  

You can see more photos from tonight’s storms at kwch dot com. 

 

5/9/13  6am 

Stay on top of the weather by downloading the storm team 12 app.  You can get current conditions...see the 

interactive radar and check the latest forecast.  It’s free to download for droid and apple devices. 

 

5/10/13  5am 

Boaters in Wichita will have a new place to access the Arkansas River---with a new downtown dock.  

Eyewitness news reporter Sia Nyorkor has all the details. This is the new dock on the Arkansas River it is 

the first one for public use. The Ark River coalition says it's trying to create better public use of the river 

even though the state is in a drought. Many say the last few summers have been so dry; it has been difficult 

to even access the river. But now, there's another way to get to the water. Several businesses and 

organizations donated towards the cost of the new floating dock which was about $10,000. Thursday, 

Wichita’s fire department was out on the water testing it- the ark river coalition hopes to get more people to 

use the dock. Wichita's river fest is early next month. Organizers are hoping people come and take 

advantage of the new dock. From the Arkansas, Sia nyorkor, kwch 12 eyewitness news. The floating dock 

is the first of its kind in Kansas---up to 4 kayaks or canoes can launch from the base. 

 

5/13/13  12pm 

The city of Wichita will have to pay for releasing sewage into the r-Kansas river... In May of 2012 more 

than 800 fish died after partially treated sewage got into the river.   The Kansas department of health and 

environment imposed two fines on the city...  Nearly 250 thousand dollars for the actual fish kill plus 450-

thousand more to fund a study aimed at assessing the damage.  City officials say they've identified and 

fixed the source of the sewage leak. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

5/14/13  6am 

Hundreds of fish died when sewage got into the Arkansas River - now the city of Wichita will have to pay 

up. Last May, the state warned people to stay out of the river and not eat any fish from the Lincoln street 

dam to the Oklahoma border.  That's because a flow gate at the treatment plant failed, allowing partially 

treated sewage back into the water.  Today the river is okay,  but this week the city found out it owes the 

state over half a million dollars in fines and penalties.  The study should be done by the end of the year and 

any repairs will be made after that. 

 

5/16/13  6pm 

The main road leading into Clearwater has a sinking problem.  And Sedgwick County wanted to know if it 

was dangerous. Scientists found answers that surprised even them.  The problem area is along 135th street 

just north of 87th street south.  But eyewitness news reporter Pilar Pedraza discovered... It's a problem that 

could eventually extend to Wichita...Clearwater residents like Darrel Snyder and his wife aren't alone.  

Sedgwick County was wondering, too.  It's responsible for maintaining 135th street. So when the county 

decided to rebuild and widen 135th. It hired Terracon engineers to figure out what was causing the sinking 

problem. They also compared core samples... Chunks of rock pulled out of the ground from hundreds of 

feet below the surface with other samples taken nearby. Clearwater lies over the eastern edge of the 

Hutchinson salt deposits. Those deposits stretch all the way down to Oklahoma and the Texas panhandle as 

well as right into western Sedgwick County. The studies showed that in Clearwater... At least one line of 

the salt is dissolving.  The deposit used to be 18 feet deep.  These lines used to match up. Now, it's only 

three feet deep.  All the ground above that area where 135th is has slowly sunk down to fill in the space left 

behind fifteen feet worth. Engineers say there's no danger of a sudden collapse because of how slowly the 

salt is dissolving about two inches a year. But Wichitans might want to think about it. In the meantime, 

some Clearwater residents like the dips. In Clearwater,Pilar Pedraza, kwch 12, eyewitness news.  Public 

works officials are considering options.  They could include re-routing 135
th

 or just continuing road repairs.  

A decision could come by the end of the year.      

 

5/19/13  10pm 

Scattered showers and thunderstorms will continue to move eastward across the state for the next few 

hours. The threat of any severe weather is rapidly diminishing. Mostly sunny skies should return for 

Monday but we are looking for some scattered afternoon and evening storms. There will still be a chance 

for some severe storms in southeastern Kansas. There will still be a chance for some storms in southeast 

Kansas on Tuesday. Wednesday should be dry during the daylight hours with just a slight chance for some 

storms in the west after dark. Rain chances will spread to the east on Thursday and Friday with slight 

chances of mainly nighttime storms next weekend. 

 

5/20/13  12pm 

A lot of hail damage around town, even some Wichita schools.  The district says Lewis academic learning 

school, that's the old northeast magnet, has the worst damage.   Other damaged schools include brooks 

middle school and Buckner elementary. Most of the damage was from broken windows and it was cleaned 

up last night.   The damage didn't affect school today. 

 

5/22/13  6am 

  The national weather service upgrades Saturday’s tornado in Pawnee County to an E-F-4.  Storm team 12 

storm chaser Ed O-Neal captured this video near Rozel.  The tornado damaged a home and up-rooted trees.  

No one was hurt. 

 

5/25/13  10pm 

Many people are kicking off this holiday weekend at the lake. Boaters and swimmers were out at Lake 

Afton this afternoon. Many said it's the weather was perfect.  Officials at Lake Afton expect it to get busier 

as the weekend progresses. 

 

5/27/13  6pm 

Windy and cooler weather may be one reason turnout is in low at some Kansas lakes -- but there's 

something else causing boaters to go elsewhere.  Eyewitness news reporter Michael Schwanke joins us live 



 

 

from El Dorado Lake. Cindy-- water levels are down and that's driving overall attendance numbers down as 

well.  Here at El Dorado--lake levels are down about four and half feet....things are worse at Cheney. Early 

estimates show that about 40 thousand people came out to El Dorado over the weekend...last year that 

number was at 50 thousand.  That even though El Dorado is seeing more boaters and campers come from 

Cheney because of the low water problems there, you can still get a boat on the water at both lakes...and 

here at El Dorado most ramps are still open....but after talking with the park ranger and others out 

here...there's still a concern.  The park ranger here says the high winds may have been a factor--but also 

thinks people may have left the area....and gone to other lakes that are not dealing with low water issues 

that include lakes in the southeast part of the state and Missouri and Oklahoma.  

      

5/28/13  10pm 

The first storm of the day hit northeastern Kansas and it caused damage.  This is an aerial look at the town 

of corning in Nemaha County.  A tornado may be to blame for this-- six buildings destroyed, more than a 

dozen others damaged.  The storm hit about 4:30 this afternoon- -the sirens sounded.  The sheriff's office 

says no one was hurt. 

 

5/29/13  10pm 

  For the third day in a row...Kansas is the target for severe weather...  We're expecting storms to fire up in 

just a few hours...and storm team 12's on alert...here's Rodney with what we should expect. 

 

5/30/13  6pm 

I'm eyewitness news reporter Lauren Seabrook, after all the rain we had this morning, leaves and debris like 

you see down here caused rain to back up above these windows. Coming up tonight on Eyewitness News at 

10 we'll tell you how it almost ruined thousands of archives at a Wichita convent. 

 

6/1/13  10pm 

The city of hays starts restricting water today. The city prohibits outside watering between noon and 7 p-m 

every day. Violators will receive a warning for their first offense.   Repeated violations can lead to fines of 

more than 300-dollars.  The restrictions will be in place through September. 

 

6/4/13  5pm 

Members of the Wichita city council approved a plan to conserve water.  And that plan will *not* include 

fines or higher rates, but as Roger Cornish shows us that could change.  He joins us live from the 

newsroom.  Melissa, right now the city's plan includes changes to where Wichita gets its water.  The city 

will start sourcing more of its water from the "well field" and less from "Cheney Reservoir."  The city 

council also approved a rebate program for people who purchase water-efficient fixtures and appliances.  

The rebates will be one-hundred dollars for things like washing machines, toilets and irrigation sensors.   

There's also a 75 dollar rebate for rain barrels.  It will be retroactive to cover May of this year. As we first 

told you yesterday, improving levels at Cheney Lake led the city to back off plans for fines or higher rates 

for people who use the most water.  But if conditions change, the city could re-visit those ideas in July.  For 

a full list of the city's recommendations, head to k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

6/7/13  5am 

Continuing coverage this morning...the city of Wichita fixes a broken water pipe in Eastborough.  13 year 

old William Rowley called eyewitness news saying the city was wasting water.  A new pipe had to be 

installed because it was too old to be repaired.  The plan was to let it leak out and install a new pipe.  

Officials apologized for the mixed messages.  City officials estimate that about 50 dollars’ worth of water 

was lost. 

 

6/11/13  5am 

  The Red Cross is doing what it can to help you stay cool this summer.  It is giving away free fans.... 

starting today.  It's an annual event with the Red Cross.   Fans are paid for by donations from people.  The 

giveaway ends Thursday. You just need a driver's license or an i-d and proof of address.  The Red Cross is 

expecting to give away more than a thousand fans this year. 
 

 



 

 

6/12/13  12pm 

Colorado firefighters are getting a handle on four wildfires burning throughout the state.  The black forest 

fire near Colorado Springs broke out yesterday.   It has burned 75- hundred acres...and forced the 

evacuation of two-thousand homes.   Dozens of homes are destroyed. Another wildfire is putting 200 

homes in danger.  There's also one burning at rocky mountain national park. 

 

6/13/13  5pm 

You've probably seen the signs around town.  An ozone alert is issued for Wichita for the first time this 

year.  Sia Nyokor has been asking questions about the alert.   Sia, what does it mean?  Ozone is an air 

pollutant.  It can make it more difficult to breathe if you have asthma.  So that's why the city of Wichita is 

asking you to cut down on your energy use.  Traffic signs are already in place---warning drivers about the 

potential for high ozone levels Friday.  Tomorrow - conditions are supposed to be just right for the sun to 

turn emissions from vehicles and mowers to form ozone.   That's why the city is asking you to drive less, 

mow your lawn and get gas after dark.   Air quality specialists say wind blowing in from Oklahoma is 

making it worse...because of all of the oil production in that state.  This is the first alert for this year. New, 

this year, are email alerts.  The city is trying to warn people in advance about the ozone alerts.  For more 

information about how you can get that info, log onto k-w-c-h dot.com. 

 

6/14/13  6am 

In April, the city rolled out a plan to attack the expected summertime air pollution problems.  That's 

because last year was a rough air pollution summer.  The plan included all city workers reducing emissions.   

In 2012 Wichita went over the ozone regulations three times. 

 

6/16/13  10pm 

Many of you are sending in your storm shots.  You can see the front moving in through Colby in northwest 

Kansas in this one.   And this was an interesting photo from just west of Hutchinson that Jason posted on 

our Facebook page.  It's of a dust devil.  You can also post your photos on the eyewitness news Facebook 

page.  You can also send them to storm shots at kwch dot com or upload them with the kwch app. 

 

6/18/13  6am 

The city of El Dorado figures out what is killing fish in a pond. Now it's working on a solution, but as Jim 

Grawe explains.. It may be tough. This pond on the east side of El Dorado is a popular place for kids to 

fish. But nobody's fishing here now because there are no fish to be caught--they're all dead. That's because 

of some other residents here at the pond. There are so many geese here using the pond as a toilet, that the 

bird excrement feeds algae, which sucks the oxygen out of the water. That's what wildlife officials 

concluded after hundreds of fish floated to the top dead last week. And they were good fish---blue gills and 

bass. Most of the geese, while fun to watch for a lot of people, are not actually supposed to be here. They're 

domestic breeds that ended up here when people dumped them off.  The city is considering capturing and 

relocating some of them. Meanwhile public works has started pumping water into the pond from El Dorado 

Lake to improve the quality of the water so fish can once again thrive here. In El Dorado, Jim Grawe 

eyewitness news. 

 

6/20/13  5am 

They could barely see in front of them.  That's what the viewer who sent us these photos says.  They're of a 

dust storm in Greeley County.  Noah says they had about two inches of rain the past couple of days but 

they still got the dust storm.   Greeley County is still under severe drought conditions. 

 

6/23/13  10pm 

This is the time of year when many farmers are beginning their wheat harvest.  Randy sent us this photo of 

workers out in the field. And many have also been sending in photos of the super-moon this weekend.  This 

is one of the moon last night and combine unloading wheat onto a grain cart in Conway springs. 

 

6/25/13  6am 

Last night's storm made for a fantastic light display.  Storm chaser Brandon Ivey shared these pictures with 

us from Valley Center. Again, the storms that came through were not severe. 

 



 

 

6/26/13  10pm 

Today was the hottest day we've seen in 2013 - and the 2nd time this year Sedgwick County residents have 

been asked to cut down their electric use.  Lauren Seabrook tells us how the coop is helping customers save 

money.  You may have heard this message playing today on the radio.  The electric coop started the alert 

system last year - and it saved customers about 388-thousand dollars, nearly three-percent per household.  

The alert asks customers to limit their energy use from three to eight p-m by doing things like not running 

their dishwasher or washing machine.  On peak demand days, the coop will broadcast the alert on many 

different radio stations and post it to their Facebook page. In Sedgwick County, Lauren Seabrook, 

Eyewitness News. 

 

6/27/13  6pm 

Severe weather moves across Kansas.  Tonight, storm team 12's on alert for high winds and large hail.  Our 

skycam in Wichita shows the storms moving southeast.  A look at the radar in a moment. First, we continue 

to follow breaking news near whitewater.  A wheat field burns after a farmer's combine overheats.  It 

threatens homes and a church. Tonight, firefighters say they're making progress.  Here's the area we're 

talking about. It's near k-196... And harvest hills and Osage roads.  We have team coverage from the fire.  

Jim Grawe's following the effects of the heat on firefighters.  First Lauren Seabrook has the latest on where 

crews stand in the fight against the flames. 

 

6/28/13  5am 

Sedgwick County wasn't the only area hit.  Parts of McPherson county had some pretty significant damage 

as well.  Samantha Anderson continues our storm team 12 coverage. The storms have hit the city of 

McPherson pretty hard. The worst of it may be here. A tree has fallen into a house. The homeowner was 

inside but no one was hurt. Most of the damage was to the roof, the inside was not damaged, in McPherson 

Samantha Anderson eyewitness news. 

 

6/29/13  10pm 

Fire fighters in reno county put out this large grass fire today.  It burned about six miles of land near U-S 50 

and partridge road. One house was evacuated.  No one was hurt, and no buildings were burned. 

 

6/30/13  10pm 

A wheat field fire breaks out this afternoon west of Wichita. Crews say that farmers were cutting the 

wheat...when a tractor had some sort of malfunction causing the fire.  Firefighters were able to get the fire 

under control and contained to the stubble area.  The standing wheat that is left was not burned. 



 

 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY 
 

4/3/13  5pm 

Dementia is more costly than heart disease or cancer.  A new study published in the "New England journal 

of medicine" finds... The cost of treating and caring for people with dementia ranges from 157-billion to 

215-billion dollars a year in the u-s. That's about 50-thousand dollars a year for each patient.  The findings 

show... Medical treatment is not driving the cost.  Instead, it's providing long-term care at home and in 

medical facilities.   The findings of this study also suggest costs for dementia could *double* by the year 

20-40 because the population is aging. 

 

4/8/13  6am 

Good morning. A new bird flu strain has killed six people in china.  The world health organization is in 

talks to send international experts to the country to investigate.  Nearly two dozen people are sick.  China 

says it has control of the infection, but the disease has grown internationally.  That's why the w-h-o wants 

to send a team to investigate. 

 

4/9/13  12pm 

  A man is dead after drowning in a pond in northeast Wichita.  The 29-year-old man drove his truck into 

the water in the 38-hundred block of north Webb.   The man was pulled out by divers and taken to a local 

hospital where he died.  Investigators believe a medical condition caused him to lose control. 

 

4/11/13  6pm 

A health scare temporarily shuts down a western Kansas technical college.  Northwest technical college in 

Goodland is testing all its students and staff for scabies.  That's a skin rash caused by a mite so small, you 

can't see it. Eyewitness news reporter heather Williams has the latest from Goodland. It's a rather quiet day 

here on the campus of northwest Kansas technical college... The campus has been shut down because of a 

scabies outbreak on the campus. The school says it's just been a few isolated students so far, and they've 

been able to get ahead of the situation, but they needed to shut down the campus to make sure no more 

students or faculty were exposed to these pesky little mites scabies is transmitted through physical contact, 

so either, skin to skin, or if you would pick it up say on a towel where it is living, so they felt it was 

important to close down the school because the mite that actually causes the scabies can only live without a 

human host for 42 to 78 hours. Health department officials tell me that scabies is a fairly treatable 

condition, but if students are afraid they might have been exposed they can contact the health department 

and get a screening. In Goodland, hw, kwch 12 eyewitness news. The treatment for scabies is a topical 

ointment.  Health officials encourage students and staff to wash their clothes in hot water.  Wipe down 

surfaces with anti-bacterial wipes...   And vacuum cloth surfaces.  Staff at the college will be back 

Monday...  Students will return on Tuesday. 

 

4/14/13  10pm 

  A six-year-old is still in critical condition tonight... Following a fire in north Wichita.  The fire broke-out 

in the 23-hundred block of north Prince Street, late Friday night. The cause of the fire is still under 

investigation. It caused about 40-thousand-dollars in damage. 

 

4/15/13  6pm 

A big event is set for tonight at Koch arena to celebrate the shocker's final four.  We checked with Wichita 

state police. They say, they've had no notice from homeland security of any threat based on what happened 

in Boston. We also checked with Wichita police who say they are not changing anything right now. 

 

4/16/13  12pm 

Also new this noon, a mother brings her baby to the hospital.  Now Wichita police say this may be a case of 

child abuse.  The newborn had five broken ribs.  The mom said the child fell, but doctors say the injuries 



 

 

aren't consistent with her story.  Police have questioned several people, but have *not* arrested anyone.  

Investigators tell us the baby is still in the hospital, and should recover. 

 

4/17/13  6am 

Thousands of tests across Europe show.... Nearly five-percent of products labeled beef... Actually 

contained horse meatless than "a half of a percent" showed... Evidence of a veterinary anti-inflammatory 

drug called Bute.  Bute is banned for human consumption, because in rare cases, it causes severe side 

effects.  However, officials say.... There is little risk for consuming small amounts of the drug in horse 

meat. The tests come more than two months after horse d-n-a was discovered in products labeled beef... All 

across Europe. 

 

4/18/13  5pm 

Wichita fire department members have been keeping a close watch on the recovery efforts in west. Some 

say while they haven't experienced a situation like that here in Wichita, they can only imagine what their 

fellow firefighters are going through, especially dealing with hazardous materials. Coming up at 6, we will 

hear more from Wichita fire fighters on how they handle big disasters. 

 

4/21/13  10pm 

  A moment of silence today at the Kansas speed-way, drivers and fans paid tribute to the victims of the 

Boston marathon bombings and west, Texas fertilizer plant explosion. There were also some extra security 

measures in place at the speed-way following the bombings. Eyewitness sports reporter grant Meech tells 

us about those...new at 10. 

 

4/23/13  6pm 

  Thankful no one was hurt.  That's the message from the owner of a tiger that escaped from a circus 

performance.  It happened in Salina this past weekend.  We wanted to know how the tiger got loose.  

Factfinder 12 investigator Michael Schwanke asked the animal's owner. In an interview you'll only see on 

eyewitness news. Take a look at this video shot at the circus - a tiger at the Salina circus walks out of the 

arena during a Saturday performance...but how does that happen?  We got in touch with the tiger's owner 

Doug Terranova and he says he thinks it was human error. At one point - the animal was in the women's 

bathroom.  He describes what happened. Taranova says the animal's training contributed to the how fast the 

cat was caged.  The u-s department of agriculture regulates circuses and is investigating this case.  We 

contacted the u-s-d-a - officials directed us to their website.  There you can research any licensed circus and 

look at their inspections and violations.  Ms, kwch 12 eyewitness news.   In a routine inspection performed 

by the u-s-d-a in December of last year, it was noted the circus did not have proper fencing for its elephant 

enclosure. 

 

4/24/13  12pm 

This was the scene of a rollover at First in Grove in Wichita.  The accident happened when a car ran a red 

light.  No one was seriously hurt. 

 

4/25/13  10pm 

Police detonate a bomb after---a woman unknowingly takes it to a garage sale.  The woman says the pipe 

bomb was inside a bag she had gotten out of her storage unit.  She planned to sell the items in the bag.  

Workers discovered the bomb and called police---who brought a robot in to discharge it.  Police are 

investigating to find out where the bomb came from, no arrests have been made. 

 

4/26/13  5am 

  A popular raw vegetable is linked to a salmonella outbreak.  The f-d-a reports the infection has been found 

in cucumbers imported from Mexico.  At least 73 people in 18 states have gotten sick not including Kansas.  

Health officials say contaminated cucumbers have already been removed from store shelves. 

 

4/28/13  10pm 

It's a "hands on" approach... To a scenario many didn't even worry about 30 years ago.  Why some think it's 

the "right way" to be ready for an "active shooter situation." 

 



 

 

4/30/13  6am 

The Saline County juvenile detention center closes down temporarily.  There have been reports of fights 

and security problems at the facility.  The saline county sheriff says the change is being made to help 

protect both the kids and staff.  The center is expected to re-open in July if they can get enough money to 

hire additional employees. 

 

5/1/13  10pm 

  Authorities are still working to identify the body of a man found in a southeast Sedgwick county field.  A 

farmer found the body this morning near Pawnee and 127th street.  Investigators don't know how the man 

died or how long he had been in the field.  They are treating it as a suspicious death.  Right now 

investigators are waiting on the results of an autopsy. 

 

5/2/13  6am 

Our factfinder investigators, guns in schools series continues.  This special does it work looks at a different 

way to protect your children at school... Bullet-proof backpacks. Here's a look at our backpacks and the 

bullet proof panels inside. After getting hit with several rounds, Melissa Scheffler puts these to the test. 

From the smallest caliber to the largest, Reno county sheriff sergeant Troy Selby explains how we will test 

two bulletproof products.   One is the "backpack shield"-- it's a shield you put inside an existing backpack.   

We paid 255-dollars for it online.  The other is the "bullet blocker bulletproof everyday backpack."   We 

bought it for 270-dollars (269.99).  Both have the same ballistic resistance rating... a level iiia (3 a).  To get 

the national institute of justice rating, products go through extreme testing. Our gun range testing will be 

very basic. Sgt. Selby fits the backpack with the "backpack shield" inside, on the steel frame.  First up... the 

9 millimeter.  We also tested a .357 magnum, .45 acp and a .44 magnum... in that order.  None of the 

rounds penetrated the "backpack shield."  Finally, the 12-gauge shotgun slug.  We also put the "bullet 

blocker bulletproof everyday backpack" to the test. The 9 millimeter is first. The bullet did not go through.  

We continue our testing the same way.  The "bullet blocker bulletproof everyday backpack" stood up to all 

of our rounds.  Now... the 12 gauge shotgun slug.  Sgt. Selby says the steel plate stopped the slug.  You can 

see where it went through on the backside of the backpack. Because of the way we're testing this product, 

Sgt. Selby can't say for sure what the slug would have done to somebody on the other side of the backpack.   

But he did say, the bullet blocker bulletproof everyday backpack did not perform up to standards during our 

testing.  The makers of the "bullet blocker bullet-proof everyday back-pack".... Says the bullet-resistant 

panel is rated to withstand a shotgun slug.  He went on to say without examining "specific data" from our 

test... He could not comment on what happened.  The "backpack shield" weighs less than two pounds. Sgt. 

Selby says... If you want more protection, like from against assault rifles, you would need a *heavier* 

insert. 

 

5/4/13  10pm 

Continuing coverage now about an accidental shooting in Park city...  The Colorado man shot in the 

stomach last night, has died.  Police got to the home on the 16-hundred block of east Gary around nine 

Friday night,  They say a man was showing a handgun to a friend, when the gun accidentally went off. The 

victim went to the hospital, he died this morning.  At this time, no charges have been filed. 

 

5/5/13  10pm 

New at 10 tonight.  A man was out playing Frisbee with his kids this afternoon when he saw this a small 

plane clipped these power lines in Cowley County.  Chris Brack sent us this video.. He says his kids 

became alarmed when they saw the plane flying low in the sky.   The pilot landed the plane in an empty 

field a mile away.  He was not hurt. 

 

5/6/13  5pm 

Tonight, the Wichita school board could vote on a three million dollar upgrade to the district's security 

system.  The superintendent told us Friday that the current video surveillance is nine years old and needs to 

be replaced.  The new system will allow the district to monitor and pull video from a central location. The 

three million dollars will upgrade about 100 buildings district wide. I'll be at tonight's meeting to let you 

know what the board thinks about the proposal and if it goes far enough. 

 

5/7/13  12pm 



 

 

In the health watch, the federal government wants stronger warnings on indoor tanning beds.  The push 

comes as more young people develop a deadly form of skin cancer.  The food and drug administration is 

proposing changes for the indoor tanning industry, including how it deals with teenage customers.   The f-

d-a wants to discourage anyone younger than 18 to use indoor beds.  An estimated 2.3 million teenagers tan 

indoors each year.   Studies suggest their risk of melanoma is 75 percent higher than those who don't use 

sun lamps.  The new proposal would label tanning beds as "moderate risk" devices.  Changing the 

classification from low risk to moderate risk would allow the fda to review the product before 

manufacturers can sell them. 

 

5/8/13  10pm 

The search continues for this missing Salina woman.  Kristin Tyler was last seen about two weeks ago.   

Authorities searched a junkyard in Salina into the evening. Eyewitness news reporter Pilar Pedraza has the 

latest on the search. Saline county sheriff's deputies spent more than two hours out here at this junkyard just 

outside of Salina Wednesday... While k9 search and rescue teams combed the grounds.  The dogs didn't 

appear to find anything and the crews left shortly before eight.  All the deputies went with them, leaving no 

guards behind.  The deputies on the scene would not talk about what they were looking for and whether 

they'd found anything.  But some members of Kristen Tyler’s family were here as well.  They did not want 

to be on camera.  Now i did speak with Kristin Tyler’s mother by phone this evening... She said she's very 

frustrated with how long it took investigators to get out here and search this junkyard. She said she told 

them she'd received phone calls saying that her daughter's body might be out here three days ago.  She's 

also very afraid of what they might find. She says she's only gotten through these last couple of weeks since 

her daughter's been missing due to the support of a wide group of family and friends.  In Salina, Pilar 

Pedraza, kwch 12, eyewitness news.  Salina police plan to have more information at tomorrow’s briefing.  

If any new developments break from Salina...we'll have them on air and online at kwch dot com. 

 

5/10/13  5am 

  It was quite a scene at a Winfield McDonalds Thursday afternoon.  A driver backed into the building 

causing glass to shatter.  No one was hurt but you can see the restaurant took on quite a bit of damage. 
 

5/11/13  10pm 

So if a stranger approached your child, would they know what to do? It's been seven years since fact finder 

12 first talked to child safety expert Bob Stuber.  He told us not every stranger is a danger, but that kids 

should know what to do if they don't feel safe.  When a child is approached by someone in a car, most 

know to run away. But Stuber says they often run in the same direction of the car, which is often the wrong 

choice. Attracting attention is exactly what kids should do. Stuber says kids should make as much noise as 

possible and run to the closest, safest place. Then, they should immediately tell an adult what happened. 

 

5/14/13  6am 

Wichita police investigate why they had to shoot and kill a dog this weekend. It all started with a call that 

the dog had bitten a 12 year old girl.  Eyewitness news reporter Pilar Pedraza spoke with neighbors who 

saw what happened. Tabitha white was at home Sunday when officers shot the dog.  She rushed out back to 

see what was going on.  She saw the dog...lying in the grass. Police say the dog had bitten a girl passing in 

front of the house in the left calf.  Then they say it charged at the police officer in the alley behind the 

house forcing the officer to kill it. White says she never had any problems with the dogs. Cc Pineda says 

the boxer police shot. Bit her dog, Roxy in the face. Pineda says both dogs at the home were aggressive. 

But both neighbors agree the animal could have been saved. In Wichita, Pilar Pedraza, kwch 12, eyewitness 

news. There were two dogs at the home.  Animal control confiscated the second, smaller dog.  Police say 

the animals were loose at the time... And this never would have happened if they'd been inside their fence 

or on a leash. 

 

5/18/13  10pm 

You've been sending us your storm shots all day.  Lea took this photo of that tornado near Rozel. That's in 

Pawnee County.  It was on the ground briefly.  Andrew sent us this picture of a tree blown over in hays.  A 

strong storm moved through that area around seven thirty this evening. And BrandiS sent us this photo of 

her barn in Barton County.  High winds caused it to collapse. You can send us your weather photos by 

emailing them to storm shots at k-w-c-h dot com. 



 

 

 

5/22/13  6am 

It wasn't long after the tornado hit Moore...that the relief effort started. And that has involved some 

Wichita-area people.  Roger Cornish joins us from the newsroom with more on that.  We caught up with 

volunteers from the American Red Cross....as they made preparations to head to Oklahoma and do 

whatever they can to help.  They know it's going to require hard work and long hours...but they are willing 

to do it for this simple reason. Nurse practitioner Judith Haffner has volunteered with the Red Cross for 20 

years. Tonight, she's in Moore, Oklahoma. She'll be there for at least two weeks, but knows that is likely to 

be extended. After working the Greensburg tornado six years ago, she knows some of what to expect in 

Oklahoma. Also heading south from Wichita....25 red cross ervs..Emergency response vehicles. One of 

their primary focuses is providing hot meals. In other words....focus on the basics.  Along with practical 

help like that...Red Cross volunteers also offer the human touch. Helping hands from hundreds of miles 

away....and a lot more ready to go. I talked with Bryan Sandon just about an hour ago. He tells me the 

Wichita-based ervs have not yet been deployed to Oklahoma. That's simply because there were some in 

Texas a little closer to the disaster area. But they are still prepared to go if needed. 

 

5/23/13  5pm 

  Wichita police take four children into custody calling this house unlivable. Even neighbors were surprised 

at the conditions inside. Eyewitness news reporter Pilar Pedraza is live in that neighborhood tonight.  Pilar, 

what made this home so bad?   Police came to this house after getting an anonymous report. They say they 

found it full of human feces, dirty diapers... Rotting food... And trash. You can see some of that trash here 

in this car parked by the sidewalk.  Neighbors weren't the only ones upset by what was found.  From the 

outside it looks like any other house in the neighborhood.  The family stayed to itself. Few realized there 

were even children there.  Amber Pogue knew about the children.  At least one of them liked to sit in the 

window facing her backyard. And once... All four came over to play with her children.  She said they 

smelled badly.  Police called the smell from the house overwhelming.  Neighbors who watched the search... 

Said officers were visibly upset.  And they weren't alone.  Pogue says she's disturbed she didn't report 

conditions at the house herself.  Neighbors say they don't like the idea of children being forcibly separated 

from their parents... But it may be for the best in this situation.  Police took four children ages two to 11 

into protective custody.  They arrested their parents on "child endangerment charges." 

 

5/25/13  10pm 

Memorial Day weekend means swimming pools will open up across the state.  But before you let your kids 

jump in... The YMCA has some creative tools that could save their life.  They teamed up with Koch 

industries to host their first ever water wise safety day. They taught kids swim techniques, such as the 

Tigger bounce, the monkey, and the crocodile roll.   Another thing to remember- what the lifeguards call 

throw...don't go.   This taught the kids how to throw something that floats to a person in the water in 

trouble-then go for help.   If you missed out on today's class, others will be offered this summer. You can 

find the details on our website, k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

5/26/13  10pm 

  A gas leak in south Wichita forced some to evacuate their homes.  Emergency crews closed the 15-

hundred block of south Kansas this afternoon. The road was re-opened after a few hours.  Crews say.... 

Someone was working on a sewer system when the gas line was ruptured. 

 

5/28/13  10pm 

  Four people are dead and a child is hospitalized after a crash in Ellsworth County.  The child was rescued 

from a burning s-u-v.  Authorities say the s-u-v was going along i-70 when it crashed into a parked semi.  

Five people were in the s-u-v...the child is the only survivor.  His condition is not known at this time.  The 

driver of the semi was not hurt.  The s-u-v came from Colorado. 

 

5/30/13  6pm 

A large fire continues to smolder in southwest Kansas. Smoke from thousands of burning bales of corn 

stalks forced some people in Moscow to leave their homes overnight. Tonight... Firefighters say they have 

the fire contained. It started burning Tuesday night.  It was so large; the small town issued voluntary 

evacuations...  The biggest concern being the smoke getting into people’s homes...  Larry Bradford ended 



 

 

up taking his family to his church.  Everyone is back home tonight.  Firefighters are letting the fire burn 

itself out for a while and will then use a special foam to put out remaining flames. 

 

5/31/13  5pm 

This 11 year old is still in critical condition tonight.  We've been telling you about Jayden hicks for last few 

days. She was shocked Wednesday while playing in the rain in downtown Salina.  She was standing on an 

electrical box.  Police say she was not struck by lightning. 

 

6/1/13  10pm 

Commuters weren't the only ones caught in yesterday's storm. So were experienced storm chasers. Storm 

team 12 chaser Mikey Gribble went from chasing the storm to running away from it.  Eyewitness news 

reporter Sia Nyorkor is live in the studio with his story. Melissa, take a look at this video from Mikey's cell 

phone.  It was right after the tornado blew out the windows in his car.  The storm chaser tells me he got a 

little too close this time around...and he's grateful to even be alive. For the first time in his life, Mikey 

Gribble says he thought he was going to die. The storm team 12 chaser violated one of his most sacred 

rules---which is never to put yourself directly in the path of a storm. Gribble chased back-to-back tornadoes 

for five days in a row. He says it has been a violent storm season---El Reno was the latest. The tornado took 

out 6 windows in gribble's car and damaged his camera and laptop.  Gribble says he and the other storm 

chasers waited too long to get out of the storm.  Even the weather channel crew was in danger. But the 

congested roadways made it difficult to navigate. Still-- he's waiting for the next storm. Gribble has been 

chasing storms for more than twelve years and has seen at least a hundred tornados.  He says this one is one 

he won't soon forget.  Melissa, black to you.  Spotters recommend that you leave the chasing to them.  If 

there's a tornado warning, head to your safe spot, and don't try to watch it. 

 

6/2/13  10pm 

A girl shocked last week in downtown Salina remains in critical condition tonight at a Wichita hospital.   

Jayden hicks was on top of an electrical junction box when she was shocked. Investigators are still looking 

into what happened.  Jayden was playing with friends in the rain.  Two other kids and a paramedic trying to 

help Jayden were also shocked. 

 

6/3/13  6am 

It was a lifelong passion...and it's a passion he lost his life to.  Well-known storm chaser, Tim Samaras, his 

24-year-old son, Paul, and their friend Carl Young.... Died chasing a tornado in el Reno, Oklahoma.... 

Friday night.  Samaras founded "twist-ex" a company dedicated to learning more about tornadoes and 

increasing time for warnings.  Those who knew him best are talking about their friend...including storm 

team 12 chaser tony Lauback.  This is the vehicle they were in, and we show you this for a reason--to help 

explain just how powerful tornadoes can be. 

 

6/5/13  12pm 

We continue to bring you breaking news out of Philadelphia...  According to CNN, a building was being 

torn down by a demolition crew.   It then crashed down on top of a Salvation Army store. This happened 

about two hours ago, but it's still a very active scene.   Philadelphia's fire commissioner said 12 people were 

hurt. Crews are still trying to rescue two people who are trapped in the rubble. 

 

6/6/13  6am 

Inmates at the Sedgwick County jail get one roll o toilet paper for a week.  The sheriff says it’s an effort to 

save money.  The one roll rule went into effect this week.  Up until now, inmates have been able to have as 

much as they want for free.  The sheriff says that resulted in toilet paper being stuck on walls and entire 

rolls jammed into toilets to intentionally plug them up.  Now, if inmates want more than one roll a 

week....they'll have to buy them for just over a dollar each. Here's what the sheriff says....then listen to 

some former inmates react.  Sheriff Easter says his staff did two months of research before starting this 

policy.   He says they'll modify it if necessary....but the waste of toilet paper had to stop.  The county's been 

spending a hundred thousand dollars a year just on toilet paper for the jail. 

     

 

 



 

 

6/7/13  5am 

city officials in Salina continue to look into a girl's shocking.  11 year old Jayden Hicks was hurt while she 

and friends were playing in the rain last week.  She was found near an electrical junction box.  The city 

administrator says they won't turn on the circuit until they know it's safe.  Jayden remains in critical 

condition at a Wichita hospital. 

 

6/10/13  6pm 

Without a working smoke detector, things could have been much worse. Factfinder 12 shows you and your 

family how to make your home ready. The national fire protection association says you should have a 

smoke alarm in every bedroom and on every level of the house. Those alarms should be interconnected... 

So when one sounds... They all sound. Make sure your alarms are working throughout the year... They 

suggest you do a monthly test. Replace the batteries in your alarm once a year... Many do this during day 

light savings. Maintaining your smoke alarms should be a part of an overall escape plan.   Make a plan with 

your family.. Rehearse it and make sure everyone is on the same page. 

 

6/12/13  12pm 

Turns out new hands free technology built in cars to help keep drivers safe may actually be doing just the 

opposite.  Triple-A says it's *more* dangerous for drivers to listen and respond to *in-vehicle*...*voice-

activated* features than use a hand held phone to make a call.  Researchers say the technology gives people 

a false sense of safety, and distracts their brains. 

 

6/15/13  10pm 

Strong storms are moving through Kansas tonight.  Lisa used the k-w-c-h app to send us this picture of the 

storm front moving into Stearling. And Krista send us this picture of quarter sized hail near Hoisington.  

We're joined now with storm team 12 meteorologist Rodney Price.  Rodney, where are these storms 

headed? 

 

6/16/13  10pm 

As we told you last week...Reno County is looking to get an exemption from the new state law for the time 

being.  If the exemption is accepted they will have until January first.  In that time they have to develop a 

security plan. They then can request further exemption of up to four years to put that security plan into 

place. 

 

6/17/13  12pm 

Wichita school board members will discuss guns in schools.  U-s-d 259 is holding a meeting tonight.   

They'll review a house bill that bans guns on school property.  An elementary school teacher was arrested 

in May for having a gun on campus.  That teacher says he just wanted to protect his students.  Tonight’s 

meeting will be at 6 p-m at north high.  It is open to public. 

 

6/22/13  10pm 

A new health campaign kicks off in Wichita.  Fit fest is about making healthy choices when you're eating.  

The event showed residents of all ages how to be healthy through every day activity.  Health officials say 

everyday choirs like vacuuming can help you stay in shape. The campaign was created through a grant 

from the centers for disease control.  Wichita is one of 40 communities across the nation to receive the 

grant. 

 

6/23/13  10pm 

A viewer posted this video on our Facebook page.  A truck carrying wheat...rolls over in saline county near 

gypsum. No one was hurt but wheat was spilled all over a field.  You can send us your photos...videos and 

story ideas too through Facebook. Just like kwch 12 eyewitness news. 

 

6/25/13  6am 

A bus, speeding out of control, crashes into a house...moving it seven feet off its foundation.  The crash 

happened yesterday in auburn, Massachusetts. A woman and her three children were in the house.  The four 

escaped with only minor injuries.  A neighbor springed to action to help out...and got hurt himself.  The bus 

driver, however, was trapped beneath the bus and the house.   It took firefighters over an hour to get him 



 

 

out.  Four passengers were not hurt.  Fire officials do not know what caused the driver to lose control of the 

bus. 

 

6/26/13  10pm 

New tonight at 10....a combine is destroyed after a fire in Saline County.  Crews were called to a farm east 

of Salina tonight.  Smoke could be seen for miles away.  Fire crews say the owner of the combine was 

cutting wheat when he left the combine for a moment.  When he came back it was on fire.  It's believed that 

a mechanical issue was the cause of the fire. 

 

6/28/13  5am 

Kids in Harvey County say thank you to fire crews for saving their home and church.  The fire broke out 

along the Harvey - Butler county line Thursday afternoon.  Investigators say, it started from a combine and 

burned about 40 acres.  They believe it overheated or sent sparks over wheat stubble. 

 

6/29/13  10pm 

Fighting off mosquitoes isn't easy, but a new business in Canada may have a solution.  It's a new pill that 

claims to keep you bite free.  The product uses a chemical that's common in plants.  It makes mosquitoes 

think you're just a flower.  The company says it can't guarantee you won't get bit again.  But the pill is 

supposed to get rid of mosquito bites in half the time. It costs about 25 dollars for a package of 60 tablets. 

 

6/30/13  10pm 

A three year old is recovering tonight after she's hit by a car.  Emergency crews were called to this 

northwest Wichita neighborhood early this afternoon.  They say the child was playing in a driveway when 

she was hit.  She was taken to a Wichita hospital.  Police say the incident appears to be accidental. 



 

 

 

POLITICS 
 
4/1/13  10pm 

The u-s justice department will monitor Tuesday’s election in Finney County.  It will make sure the county 

complies with the voting rights act and other federal laws.  Voters there will decide on a sales tax issue.  

The voting rights act prohibits discrimination based on race, or membership in a minority language group.  

Finney County has a large Hispanic population. 

 

4/2/13  6am 

  The u-s justice department will monitor today's election in Finney County.  It will make sure the county 

complies with the voting rights act and other federal laws.  Finney County has a large Hispanic population.  

The voting rights act prohibits discrimination based on race, or membership in a minority language group.  

The justice department did not specifically say why it's watching things in Finney county. 
 

4/3/13  5pm 

South Korean workers were turned away from their factory jobs in an industrial park across the border in 

North Korea.  The park was seen as one of the last symbols of cooperation between the two countries.  

North Korea's latest move comes a day after the communist country threatened to re-start a "nuclear 

reactor" and a uranium enrichment plant.  A second U-S Navy destroyer has been sent to the Pacific to 

respond to missile threat.  Also, two stealth bombers took-off from a U-S base in South Korea today.   The 

U-S and South Korea have been holding joint military drill--which North Korea calls "rehearsals for war." 

 

4/5/13  5am 

The latest from Topeka this morning, state lawmakers hope to vote on a sweeping anti-abortion bill.  The 

measure would block tax breaks for providers and outlaw abortions being done solely because of the baby's 

gender.  The bill prohibits abortion providers from being involved in public school sex education classes.  It 

also gives more detail on what information doctors must provide to patients seeking abortions. 

 

4/7/13  10pm 

Congress returns from spring break tomorrow.  On top of their agenda....immigration reform.  Thousands of 

immigrants and supporters rallied in New Jersey today.  When lawmakers returns, eight senators, four 

republican, and four democrats are set to deliver a bipartisan immigration reform proposal.  A group of 

house members also are working on a bipartisan immigration reform plan. 

 

4/8/13  6am 

Congress gets back to work today after a two week spring break.  As Susan McGinnis reports, lawmakers 

still search for agreement on major issues, including gun control and immigration reform. President Obama 

heads to Connecticut today to meet with families of the Newtown shooting...and rally public support for a 

gun control bill which is supposed to come up for a vote this week.  But Texas senator ted Cruz is leading a 

push to filibuster the bill to kill the vote. Democratic senator Joe Manchin and republican senator Pat 

Toomey are reportedly working together on a compromise to expand background checks to include gun 

shows and online sales. Even some n-r-a supporters appear to be on-board with that solution. Finding 

compromise on -another- piece of legislation could be even harder. Members from *both* parties are lining 

up against the president's budget proposal which he'll send to Capitol Hill on Wednesday. Democrats are 

upset with the presidents' cuts to Medicare and social security. Republicans don't like the push for higher 

taxes on the wealthy. And the so-called "gang of eight"...a bipartisan group of senators working on 

immigration reform...says they could be ready to present their plan this week. Susan McGinnis, cbs news, 

Washington. The "gang of eight's" proposal would attempt to secure the border and fix legal immigration.it 

would also provide a path to citizenship for undocumented immigrants. 

 

4/9/13  12pm 



 

 

  Driving and texting is illegal in California.   But so is using your smartphone's mapping 'app'.  A judge 

panel ruled that California law prohibits using a handheld cellphone for any purpose while driving.  That 

includes everything from chatting with friends to using a g-p-s 'app' to get directions. 

4/12/13  5am 

  The gun control debate will go back to the floor. The senate approved a measure for tougher gun 

restrictions Thursday. Some republicans tried to block the move. However, the measure passed the 60 it 

needed to clear the filibuster hurdle.  Both sides agree this is just the beginning.  It is a long way to go 

before any new bill is signed into law. 

 

4/13/13  10pm 

  President Obama will visit the University of Kansas next Friday.  White house officials announced the trip 

this morning.  A few hours later k-u's chancellor issued this statement. She says "we are delighted for the 

opportunity to visit with him about our mission of educating leaders, building healthy communities and 

making discoveries that change the world."  We don't know why the president is visiting Lawrence, or if 

he'll be speaking.  K-u and the white house will release more information later this week. We're also 

waiting to hear if the visit will be open to the public.  We'll be sure to report that information when we get 

it. 

 

4/17/13  6am 

President Obama has cancelled a trip to Lawrence this Friday in the wake of Monday's bombing. He will 

go to Boston Thursday to attend a memorial dedicated to the victims.  It's not clear if the trip to Kansas will 

be rescheduled.  The purpose of the president’s visit had not been disclosed. 

 

4/22/13  5pm 

Airports up and down the east coast deal with delays.   This is the first weekday on which thousands of air 

traffic controllers are being forced to take an unpaid day off because of federal budget cuts.   Some are 

calling the control tower furloughs a political move - so travelers will call their member of congress and 

complain.   The white house says the FAA has no choice.  Airline experts say lawmakers could make an 

exception for the FAA.  The airlines are warning as many as 30 percent of flights may be delayed.   The air 

traffic controllers' union is taking the FAA to court, to try to end the furloughs. 

 

4/24/13  12pm 

The nation's larger airports are seeing flight delays...and more are likely on the way.  The f-a-a says fewer 

air traffic controllers are on the job.  The agency blames automatic budget cuts Washington lawmakers let 

take effect march 1st.  Now those lawmakers are blaming each other for the problem. Danielle Nottingham 

has the latest from Reagan national airport. Some of the nation's airports are seeing more traffic jams 

because fewer air traffic controllers are on the job. Jan white spent 30 minutes sitting on the tarmac in New 

York. The f-a-a's administrator told lawmakers he had to give controllers unpaid days off. To help make 

more than 600 million dollars in budget cuts that Congress imposed. But several politicians insist the cuts 

should have been made somewhere else. The cut back in controllers has already led to thousands of delays 

this week and some airline experts say wait times could get much worse. Democrats and republicans are 

blaming each other for the problem. But there could be a bi-partisan solution in the wings. Dozens senators 

are proposing legislation that would give the f-a-a enough money to put controllers back in the towers full 

time. Danielle Nottingham, cbs news, Reagan national airport. 

 

4/26/13  5am 

The white house is also keeping a close eye on Syria’s civil war.  The government says Syria has used 

chemical weapons against rebels.  President Obama says using chemical weapons is a red line he's not 

willing to let Syria cross.  However, the white house says it needs more credible facts before deciding a 

course of action. 

 

4/28/13  10pm 

  Continuing the crime watch, three teens were taken into custody after they set-off a small explosion inside 

of "towne west mall."  Officers say... The device they set-off was a "confetti explosion."  It shot confetti 

into the air at the food court.  The loud sound created a scare for some of the mall-goers.  There was no 

damage or injuries reported.  The mall was not evacuated and business did go on as usual. 



 

 

 

 

 

5/6/13  5pm 

  The Syrian government calls Israeli airstrikes over the weekend,- an act of war…  a senior Israeli official 

says the strikes targeted weapons being shipped to Hezbollah - a militant group that fought a month-long 

war with Israel in 2006. The white house is backing Israel’s right to defend itself.   Secretary of state john 

Kerry is on his way to Russia. One of Syria’s key allies.. To discuss the civil war between the Syrian 

government and opposition fighters and what to do next. 

 

5/12/13  5am 

Drop the state sales tax or keep the rate where it is? That's the debate going on in Topeka this week.  

Lawmakers return to the state house Monday... And what they decide could impact what you spend at the 

store. Eyewitness news reporter Anne Meyer is here to break it down for us.  Anne?  Right now the state 

sales tax is six-point three percent. On July first, the rate is scheduled to go down to five-point seven  - a 

difference of point-six percent. On my eight dollar dinner bill - that would put about four cents back in my 

pocket.  So we're not talking about a lot of money -  but i talked to a small business owner who says those 

pennies could add up to help her bottom line.  Chenay Sloan owns a resale clothing store for kids - it's not 

very big, so every time the register rings, it helps her stay in business.  If customers were paying less in 

sales tax - she feels they'd spend more at her store.  But she knows state senators want to keep the current 

rate the same, to make more cuts to the state income tax.  A move governor Sam Brownback started last 

year to attract more businesses to Kansas.  The sticking point - some lawmakers promised to lower the sales 

tax rate this year, and the house doesn't want to back away from that promise.  Chenay Sloan says when it 

comes to taxes - she sees more immediate benefit when the sales tax is lower. The lawmakers i talked to 

expect a decision by mid-week. They are still hoping to end the session before the 90-day deadline - which 

is next Thursday, May 23
rd

.  The lawmakers i talked to expect a decision by mid-week. They are still 

hoping to end the session before the 90-day deadline - which is next Thursday, May 23rd.   Six-tenths of a 

percent in sales tax generates about 250-million-dollars in state revenue. 

      

5/14/13  6am 

  The latest this morning from Topeka. The senate approves Governor Sam Brownback’s plan to cut 

income taxes.  It would also keep the sales tax rate the same at six-point-three-percent.  The house passed a 

bill to lower the sales tax to five-point-seven-percent in July with less aggressive income tax cuts.  It's 

unclear how lawmakers might compromise on those two different bills.    

 

5/24/13  5am 

Thursday was the 90-th day of the legislative session.  The Kansas constitution specifically calls for 90-day 

sessions.  But it also grants lawmakers the power to meet longer. That has been the case 32 of the past 40 

years. The longest session was 107 days... 11 years ago. Last year's session went 99 days. 

 

5/26/13  10pm 

  The latest tonight from Topeka, where some Kansas law-makers have decided to turn-down over-time 

pay, as the session runs past its 90 day limit.  Day 90 was last Thursday.  Each extra day of the session is 

estimated to cost taxpayers 45-thousand dollars.  A list provided by "legislative administrative services" 

shows... Five of the 40 senators and 17 of the 125 house members have declined their legislative salaries 

after 90 days. You can see the list at kwch dot com. 

 

5/30/13  6pm 

Now the latest from the legislature where republican leaders in the house revive a proposal to lower the 

state sales tax on groceries.  The plan would *keep* the tax where it’s at on other items...  It's still not clear 

when *either* chamber could vote on the proposal. 

 

6/1/13  10pm 

Now the latest from the Kansas legislature where the house approved a proposed state budget for each of 

the next two years. The bill sets the budget at 14 and a half billion dollars for the next fiscal year.  That's an 



 

 

increase of one-point-five percent.  However, the budget in the following year will be smaller.  The bill will 

now go to the Kansas senate for approval. 

 

 

6/2/13  10pm 

After 99 days the legislative session is over.  Law-makers worked past midnight and adjourned just after 

two this morning.  The house followed 11 minutes later.  The state constitution calls for a 90-day long 

session.  But it does allow them to run longer. Law-makers have met more than 90 days in 32 of the 

previous 40 sessions.  But only five have lasted 99 days or longer. 

 

6/3/13  6am 

Kansas lawmakers approve a final proposed budget for the next two years.  The bill sets a budget of 14-

point-five billion dollars for the next year. That will drop to 14-point-two billion in the following year. 

Some lawmakers were upset about cuts for prisons and higher education. The state sales tax will also be set 

at six-point one-five (6.15) percent in July. Lawmakers say... This keeps Kansas on a path for eliminating 

personal income taxes.  Governor Sam Brownback is expected to sign the tax plan.  For the latest news 

from the statehouse... head to kwch dot com. 

 

6/12/13  12pm 

Google and Facebook ask the government for permission to release more details about the kind of national 

security data requests they receive.  The internet search giant and social networking site are caught in the 

fallout of the national security agency's massive surveillance program.  Google and Facebook hope to ease 

concerns about the ways internet companies track customers and pass that information to the government. 

 

6/13/13  5pm 

A handful of Kansas law-makers... Were called-out for missing more votes than the rest of the House of 

Representatives combined.  "Kansas watch-dog"... A non-profit group that watches the government... 

Compiled the vote totals and published them on its website.  Two of the lawmakers named are from 

Wichita. But why did they miss the votes?  And do they have plans for better attendance next year?  We 

ask those questions... You may be surprised at some of the answers. Find-out on eyewitness news at six. 

 

6/15/13  10pm 

Governor Sam Brownback signed the state's new two year budget today - but he vetoed the budget for the 

department of corrections in 2015 - calling it quote "inadequate." Brownback also vetoed other measures 

proposed by the department of corrections. But the move is largely symbolic because legislators will have 

an opportunity to re-work another corrections budget next session.  Brownback and republican leaders 

made a point of passing a two year budget this time around, saying it would promote stability and allow for 

greater legislators more time to look at spending issues every other year. 

 

6/17/13  12pm 

The Supreme Court’s decision on a controversial voter registration law in Arizona... Could change the way 

you vote in Kansas.  It's new this noon.   In a 7 to 2 vote the justices threw out Arizona’s proposition 200.   

Prop 200 required "would be voters" to prove u-s citizenship before using a federal registration system.    

Kansas secretary of state Kris Kobach helped author Arizona’s bill.   Kansas, Alabama, Georgia and 

Tennessee all have laws similar to Arizona’s.   Arizona officials say their law is needed to stop non-

Americans from voting in elections.  But critics call it an attack on minorities, immigrants and the elderly. 

 

6/18/13  6am 

Meantime, a weekend protest at Kobach's home is the focus of a police investigation.  Hundreds of people 

brought shoes to represent those who've been deported.  Kobach and his family were not home.  He says 

what happened was disturbing and crosses the line.  Kobach says the demonstration Saturday is an example 

of why American’s should have a second amendment right.  Kansas City police are looking into the case to 

see if protestors broke any laws. 

 

6/21/13  6pm 



 

 

   After being publically attacked by Kansas secretary of state Kris Kobach, advocacy group sunflower 

community action speaks out.  Kobach told  Glenn Beck in a radio interview that the group was using k-k-k 

tactics of intimidation when they protested at his home Saturday. He also said protests like this were the 

reason why America has the second amendment.  Activists say they were just bringing their cause to his 

front door.   Kobach says his second amendment comment didn't mean he wanted to pull out a gun on the 

protesters.  He did say he feels protestors crossed the line by coming to his house. 

 

6/25/13  6am 

The amendment that will add more border security passes the senate. It's an addition to the immigration 

bill.  It means lawmakers can now vote on that bill itself.  If the full bill passes the senate, it will move to 

the house where it will likely meet more opposition.  The amendment passed yesterday nearly doubles the 

size of the border patrol and builds more fencing along the Mexico border. 

 

6/29/13  10pm 

The u-s is asking the president of Equador to reject an asylum request from Edward Snowden.... He's been 

on the run since leaking classified information about government surveillance programs. Vice president Joe 

Biden spoke with Equador's president Friday.  But leaders there say they can't consider Snowden's request 

until he arrives in the country, or one of its embassies.  Snowden is believed to be held up in a Russian 

airport. 

 



 

 

The Weekend Crew Saturdays 10:35pm. 
 

Weekend Crew Show Apr. 6-7 

Community: 

Sierra interviewed a rep from a local organization called Rainbows United.  

Shane interviewed a rep from McDonald’s about a new menu item.  

Weekend Crew Show Apr. 13-14 

Community: 

Shane interviewed Eric Fisher academy to announce the winner of the scholarship they were 

giving away.  

Sierra interviewed a rep from a local organization called Rainbows United.  

Weekend Crew Show Apr. 20-21 

Community: 

Sierra interviewed a rep from the American Cancer Society. 

Shane interviewed Dr. Tracie Collins from KU Med. 

Weekend Crew Show Apr. 27-28 

Community: 

Sierra interviewed a rep from the local organization, Girls on the Run. 

Shane interviewed Kristian Strom from the Wichita Public Library. 

Weekend Crew Show May 4-5 

Community: 

Sierra interviewed a rep from TRIO Education Opportunities Center. 

Shane interviewed Monica Flynn from Wichita Children’s Theatre.  

Weekend Crew Show May 11-12 

Community:  

Shane interviewed a representative from Victory in the Valley, a local organization to help 

Cancer Patients.  



 

 

Sierra interviewed a representative from Get Your Rear in Gear, an organization raising 

awareness about Colon Cancer.  

Weekend Crew Show May 18-19 

Community: 

Shane interviewed Amanda Haddock about a local concert to benefit brain cancer research. 

Katie interviewed Susan Smythe from the Ronald McDonald House charities about a golf 

tournament coming up.  

Shane and Katie shot a video about a new local health clinic.  

 

Weekend Crew Show May 25-26 

Community: 

Shane interviewed AJ Boleski about The Ringling Brothers Circus coming to Wichita.  

Katie interviewed Keith Wilson from K-12 about an alternative possibility for parents to send 

their kids to school.  

 

Weekend Crew Show June 1-2 

Community: 

Katie interview Les Eck about the Adopt a School Program.  

Shane interviewed a couple of local musicians trying to raise money for a concert to benefit The 

Lord’s Diner.  

Weekend Crew Show June 8-9 

Community: 

Shane interviewed deb davis from Head for the Cure 5k,a race to raise money for Brain Cancer 

research.  

  

Katie interviewed Tim Lanier about the upcoming acts at the Kansas Star Arena.  

 

Weekend Crew Show 15-16 

Community: 

Katie interviewed representatives from Ballet Wichita about an upcoming run.  



 

 

 

Weekend Crew Show June 22-23 

Community: 

Shane interviewed Lisa Capps about Make a Wish's Bid For Bachelors event to raise money for 

Make a Wish.  

  

Katie interviewed Craig Minten from Rusty Eck Ford about a new deal they have going on.  

  

Katie also interviewed Maya Schneider from The American Red Cross about an upcoming event 

they have going on.  

 

 

Weekend Crew Show June 29-30 

Community: 

Katie interviewed representatives about a non-profit group Youth Horizons.  

Shane interviewed Deb Campbell with the Wichita Scottish Rite Theater about the new show 

1776 playing.  



 

 

 

Community Calendar: 

Sunflower Broadcasting provides a beneficial service for our community by 

providing an online Community Calendar to our viewing public. The 

Community Calendar is available for local groups and individuals to 

promote their events free of charge. It can be accessed through three of our 

websites: kwch.com, fetchtoto.com and kansascw.com. We’ve designed our 

calendar to be used by the public and monitored by our staff. Each month we 

list hundreds of events that happen throughout our viewing area that services 

nearly the entire state of Kansas. Some of these events include, but are not 

limited to, non-profit events, fine arts events, civic club meetings, city hall 

meetings, family celebrations, church functions, movie screenings and local 

music performances.  

 



 

 

FCC Report 

Second Quarter 2013 

 

Tours 
KWCH offers tours to groups interested in learning how a television station operates.  

Tours are tailored to the individual needs of the group, which usually consists of school-

age children.  It focuses on the history of the broadcasting facility and explains the types 

of jobs offered in each department.  Tours are conducted by the Promotions Department 

and questions are welcome throughout. 

 

DATE   TIME        NUMBER TYPE______________ 

April 2013 

4/5/2013  5:45 p.m.  12  Girl Scouts 

4/12/2013  8:30 a.m.  20  Sunrise Academy  

4/12/2013  9:30 a.m.  25  High School Students 

4/12/2013  12:00 p.m.  20  Sunrise Academy 

4/12/2013  3:30 p.m.  10  Argonia High School 

4/19/2013  9:00 a.m.  25  Northridge Elementry 

4/26/2013  11:30 a.m.  30  Goddard High School 

4/26/2013  5:45 p.m.  20  Tiger Cubs 

 

May 2013 

5/8/2013  11:30 a.m.  15  Moundridge High School 

5/28/2013  7 p.m.   14  Tiger Den 

5/29/2013  12:00 p.m.  10  Ketch 

 

June 2013 

6/17/2013  11:45 a.m.  15  EduCare ElDorado  

6/19/2013  11:45 a.m.  20  GEAR UP 

6/20/2013  11:45 a.m.  12  Red Hat Ladies 

6/25/2013  2 p.m.   20  WSU 

6/27/2013  3:45 p.m.  20  Upward Bound 

6/28/2013  2:00 p.m.  20  WSU 

 



 

 

Sunflower Broadcasting, Inc. airs public service announcements that address community issues 
free of charge for various nonprofit organizations.   
 

 
PSA Title Length KWCH KBSD KBSH KBSL 

900 Forest Service :60 10 6 8 3 

901 Forest Service :30 53 31 26 35 

902 Child Safety :60  1 1 6 

903 United Way :30 34 44 35 41 

904 Energy Efficiency :30 27 43 37 41 

905 Energy Efficiency :30 20 44 37 36 

906 Kids Oral Health :60 8 9 12 18 

907 Kids Oral Health :60 7 15 10 19 

908 Emer Preparedness :60 7 9 15 23 

909 Caregiver Asst :30 18 43 37 32 

910 Susan G Komen “Race for a Cure” :30 17 50 38 31 

911 College Access :60 5 14 13 16 

912 College Access :30 14 50 38 25 

913 KS Humane Soc Spay/ Neu :30 13 52 42 20 

916 Special Olympics :60 5 16 16 12 

917 Special Olympics :30 10 50 42 22 

918 AHA Real Women :30 10 47 38 26 

919 Dog Doogity/ Bag It UP :30 8 50 37 30 

920 NAB We are Broadcasters :60 3 15 18 10 

921 NAB We are Broadcasters :30 19 65 52 51 

922 Autism Awareness :60 3 8 21 13 

923 Autism Awareness :30 2 48 38 37 

931 Best Friends Animal Society “I Believe” :60 1 6 18 14 

932 Best Friends Animal Society “I Believe” :30 1 40 42 41 

933 NAB with KWCH :30  12 10 21 

934 The ARC “Adrian” :60 1 6 13 13 

941 Children Advocacy “One with Courage” :30  43 13 44 

943 Morris Animal Foundation :60 1 8 11 16 

944 Morris Animal Foundation :30  39 44 50 

945 Beverage Institute “Don’t Text & Drive” :30  39 44 57 

946 US Dept of Veterans “Crisis Line” :60  11 9 12 

947 US Dept of Veterans “Crisis Line” :30  36 44 66 

949 Nature Conservatory “Life” :60 1 11 5 12 

954 Fnd for a Better Life "Never Too Late" :30  12 5 9 

955 Friends of the Libraries :30  29 42 62 

960 March of Dimes “Premies” :60 1 9 4 6 

963 Kansas American Legion :30 1 34 47 69 

977 The ARC “Hages” :60  6 7 7 

981 Arbor Day “Tree City” :60  8 7 8 

986 KSHSAA/NFHS "Lifelong Lessons" :30 2 29 43 73 

987 Big Brothers/Big Sisters “Start Something” :60  9 8 6 

991 Horn of Africa Relief “Anthem” :30 1 30 45 64 



 

 

992 Horn of Africa Relief “Uma” :30 2 35 45 61 

993 Wasting Water is Weird “Waterfall” :30 1 33 37 56 

994 Wasting Water is Weird “Dishwasher” :30  38 37 51 

995 Peace Corps “Conversations” :60  6 8 6 

996 Diabetes :30 1 41 34 49 

 
 



 

 

NON-BROADCASTING ENHANCEMENT 

 

Joan Barrett, President & General Manager 

Kansas State University Miller School Journalism Advisory Board  

Carole Kneeland Project - Trainer 

Kansas Food Bank Board of Directors 

Goodwill Industries, Board of Directors 

Wichita Collegiate Booster Club Volunteer 

Wichita Chamber of Commerce - Board of Directors 

 

Laverne E. Goering, Director of Programming & Operations 

Newton Rotary Club Member 

Newton Chamber of Commerce Member 

Harvey County Farm Bureau Member 

American Quarter Horse Association Member 

 

Mark Larson, Meteorologist 

Member AMS local chapter 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Praise Team member 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Confirmation Guide 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Senior High Youth Sunday School teacher 

Volunteer food server Falcon Fellowship, Christ Lutheran Church 

Volunteer carpool driver for the blind/visually impaired 

Wichita Heights High School Booster Club concessions stand volunteer server/worker  

 

Merril Teller, Chief Meteorologist 

Kansas Children’s Miracle Network, Advisory Committee 

AYSO Volunteer Referee 

Member AMS/NWA local chapter 

Member Us Too Prostate Cancer Awareness Group 
 

Jeff Gibson, Engineer 

C.E.R.T. 

R.A.C.E.S. Emergency Operations Management volunteer 

 

Melissa Lock, Human Resource Manager 

Bridgeport Missionary Baptist Church, Sunday School Teacher 

SHRM National and Local 

 

Amy J. Wintz, Account Executive 

HCC communications strategic planning board member 

Morgan PTO 

Morgan Head room mother 

Big Brothers and Sisters Reno county volunteer 

HCC Leadership Program Mentor Board Member 

Delta Zeta Alumni Chapter President 

 
Jason Massingil, Photographer 
Young Life Youth Ministry 

 

Casey Lowmiller, Photographer 
American Red Cross Member 

 
Kerri Baker, Account Executive 



 

 

Boot Hill Board of Directors, President 

Boot Hill Museum Association Member 

MUMC Administrative Chair 

Ford County 4-H Foundation 

 

Joseph E. Miller, Controller 

Botanica, The Wichita Gardens, Trustee Emeriti & Development Committee Member 

Wichita Arts Council, Trustee and Chair, Marketing Committee 

Wichita Kennel Club, Member 

Orpheum Performing Arts Center, Member 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton church, Usher 

Wichita Art Museum, Member 

City of Wichita Cultural Funding Committee, Vice Chairman 

 

James M. Luce, Research Director 

Mental Health Association Compeer Advisory Board 

Outreach and Missions Ministry Team Leader, River Valley Community Church 

Operation Noah Rescue, Team Leader 

 

Dominic Gauna, Production Manger 

USD 259’s Digital Production Advisory Committee 

Kansas Hispanic Education and Development Foundation, Board of Directors 

Wichita Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Board Member 

American Red Cross, Board Member 

 

John Salem, Account Executive 

Ballet Wichita – Board of Directors 

Higher Ground (Tiyospay, Inc.) – Board of Directors 

SER – Borad of Directors 

Tallgrass Film Festival – Programmer/Screener 

Fraternal Order of  Oddfellows – Lodge Member 

Miracles, Inc., Wichita - Volunteer 

Wichita Jazz Festival – Member/Supporter 

Friends University Jazz Festival – Volunteer/Supporter 

 

Marcus Wilkerson, Local Sales Manager 

Wichita Wind Ensemble, Board Member 

Positive Directions, Volunteer 

Bank of  America River Run, Volunteer 

Woodlawn Village Homeowners Association 

 

Kim Hynes 

Big Brothers Big Sisters Volunteer 

 

Eddie Gilmer 

Big Brothers Big Sisters - Bowl for Kids Sake Participant 

 

Eron Rawson 

Lead Sound Tech & Worship Musician, Volunteer, Gracepoint Community Church 

 

Shelby Rawlings 

Executive Leadership Committee Member – American Heart Association’s Go Red for Women 

 

Stephanie Huff, Promotion Manager 

Friends of the Wichita Public Library, Board Member 

 



 

 

Shawn Hilferty, Director of Marketing and Digital Media 

Wichita State University Marketing Advisory Board 

 

Ross Janssen, Meteorologist 

National AMS Broadcast Board Member 

AMS/NWA Wichita Chapter Treasurer 

HOA Vice President 

High Plains Conference Planning Committee 

Spring Escape Fashion Show Fundraiser for Goodwill Industries-model 

 

Rodney Price, Meteorologist 

Member AMS/NWA local chapter 

Volunteer - lunchroom Saint Thomas Aquinas School 

Volunteer - Saint Thomas Aquinas Church  

Volunteer - Meals on Wheels/Gift bearers 

 



 

 

Public Engagements 

Sunflower Broadcasting, Inc. serves the community by attending various special events where our 

employees emcee, educate, entertain and motivate throughout the year.  Our employees have made special 

appearances to the following organizations. 

 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE  EMPLOYEE  

April 2013 

2 Central Christian School Wx talk 80 Mark Larson 

4 Vermillion Elem. Maize Wx talk 100 Mark Larson 

6 Goessell Hisorical Society Annual Dinner Speaker 75 Mark Larson 

9  Coronado Elem. Salina Wx talk 350 Mark Larson 

10 Kansas Food Bank Board meeting 25 Joan Barrett 

17 Jackson Elem. Wichita Wx talk 70 Mark Larson 

18 Elliott School Advising meeting 25 Joan Barrett 

19 North Ridge Elem. Wichita Wx office visit/tour 20 Mark Larson 

20 Hard Charge Race 500 Shane Konicki, Kara Sewell, 

Ross Janssen 

22 Downtown Rotary Club Monthly meeting 200 Joan Barrett 

23 Maize Central Elem. Wx talk 120 Mark Larson 

25 Wichita Chamber Board meeting 30 Joan Barrett 

26 KSU Miller School  Advising meeting 50 Joan Barrett 

27 Benton Days Parade 200 Lauren Seabrook 

 If you need more lines, place the curser in the last line last column and hit tab.  

  

 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE  EMPLOYEE  

May 2013 

1 KSU Journalism Review class project 1 Joan Barrett 

3 Newton Middle School Judging Presentations 50 Melissa Scheffler 

4 Top of the Class Breakfast 200 Joan Barrett, Dominic Gauna, 

Erika Schlup, Jenn Bates, Roger 

Cornish, Cindy Klose 

8 Weststar Energy   Wx safety meeting 35 Mark Larson 

9 Eisenhower Elem. McPherson Wx talk  100 Mark Larson 

10 McPherson All Schools Day Parade 500 Brain Heap 

11 KWCH Best of class 100 Roger Cornish 

11 Sunflower Balloon Festival Parade 200 Melissa Scheffler 

15 W.A.T.C. Weather talk 25 Rodney Price 

15 Air Quality Task Force Monthly meeting 15 Mark Larson 

18 Victory in the Valley East Meets West Walk/Run 100+ Katie Hatfield, Shane Konicki 

20 Downtown Rotary Club Monthly meeting 100 Joan Barrett/Brian Gregory 

22 Wichita Elementary School School visit 20 Michael Schwanke 

30 Wichita Chamber Board meeting 30 Joan Barrett 

31 Riverfestival Parade 500 Ross Janssen 

 If you need more lines, place the curser in the last line last column and hit tab.  

 

 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE  EMPLOYEE  

June 2013 

2 River Festival Egg Toss 500 Cindy Klose, Mark Larson 

2 River Festival Concerts 1000 Merril Teller 

5 Crimestoppers Lunch 3 Joan Barrett/Brian Gregory 

5 Wichita Senior Education Wx talk 25 Mark Larson 

7-8 Beef Empire days Beef empire days 200 Roger Cornish 



 

 

7 Chingawassa Days First day concerts 200+ Jade DeGood 

7 Young Life Splurge Magazine Tee-off 

Party 

400 Mark Larson/Kara Sewell/Brian 

Heap 

8 Smoky Hill River Festival Emcee Concert 300 Cindy Klose, Samantha Anderson 

11 Orpheum Theatre Clebrity & Chef cook-off 1000 Mark Larson 

12 Kansas Food Bank Board meeting 25 Joan Barrett 

14 Father of the Year Awards Ceremony 200 Brian Heap 

17 Adopt a School Golf Tournament 100 Joan Barrett, Shawn Oswald, 

Grant Meech, Roger Cornish 

22 Kechi Parade Krazy for Kechi Parade 400? Jenn Bates 

22 Kansas Star Casino Journey Karaoke 

contestjudge 

30 Jenn Bates 

22 North YMCA  Auction 100 Michael Schwanke 

26 Wichita Chamber Legislative dinner 100 Joan Barrett/Brian Gregory 

27 Kansas Cosmosphere KWCH Family Fun Day 100? Rodney Price 

28 Susan G Komen Lunch 100 Joan Barrett, Sia Nyorker, Cindy 

Klose, Erika Schlup 

28 Susan G Komen Lunch 100 Katie Hatfield 

28 Make A Wish Kansas Bid for Bachelors 100+ Katie Hatfield, Shane Konicki, 

Erika Schlup, Brian Gregory, Sia 

Nyorker, Joan Barrett, Erika 

Schlup, Cindy Klose 

28 Hedrick’s Zoo – Nickerson Family Fun Days  Katie Hatfield, Shane Konicki 

29 Mid-America All-Indian 

Center 
KWCH Family Fun- Mid-

America All-Indian Center 
50 Dean Jones 

29 Sedgwick Cty Zoo KWCH Family Fun day 300 Jenn Bates 

29 Boot Hill Museum Family Fun Day 100 Andrew Lovette 

29 Cowtown Family Fun Day 100 Jade DeGood 

29 Great Plains Transportation Family Fun Day 50 Grant Meech 

29 Harvey Co Historial Museum Family Fun Day 50 Jim Grawe 

29 Sedgwick Co Historial 

Museum 

Family Fun Day 50 Kara Sewell 

29 Chrysler Boyhood Museum Family FUn Day 50 Heather Williams 

29 Kansas Oil Museum Family Fun Day 50 Danilynn Wilnick 

29 Kansas Aviation Museum Family FUn Day 50 Anne Meyer 

29 Mid-America Air Museum Family Fun Day 50 Janeth Vasquez 

29 Cosmosphere Family Fun Day 100 Rodney Price 

29 Eisenhower Museum Family Fun Day 100 Samantha Anderson 

29 Kansas African American 

Museum 

Familyi Fun Day 25 Sia Nyorkor 

    
If you need more lines, place the curser in the last line last column and hit tab.  

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

04/07/13 Guests: Margaret Brennan, CBS News State Department Correspondent (1); Senator Chuck 

Schumer (D-NY) (2); Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Senate Armed Services Committee (2); 

Madeleine Albright, former Secretary of State, Clinton administration (3); Blaine Harden, author, 

“Escape from Camp 14: One Man's Remarkable Odyssey from North Korea to Freedom in the 

West” (4); Gerald Seib, The Wall Street Journal (4); Major Garrett, CBS News Chief White House 

Correspondent (4); Nancy Cordes, CBS News Congressional Correspondent (4); Mark Mazzetti, 

The New York Times, author, “The Way of the Knife: The CIA, a Secret Army, and a War at the 

Ends of the Earth” (5) 

1) An update on the current situation with North Korea 

2) Topics include: thoughts on the current situation with North Korea; their involvement in the 

Senate bipartisan group -- the “Gang of Eight” -- working on a plan for immigration reform / 

Florida Republican Senator Marco Rubio’s work with the group / commitment to compromise and 

work together to achieve an immigration reform bill / process for getting this bill through the 

Senate; gun control legislation / criticism from both Senator McCain and Senator Schumer against 

senators who wish to filibuster upcoming gun control legislation and deny Senate members the 

ability to debate and vote / Senator McCain’s position on background checks on gun sales at gun 

shows / opinion of New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s work in other states on gun control 

3) Topics include: thoughts on the current situation with North Korea / China’s role in averting a 

crisis / Ms. Albright’s recollections of her trip to North Korea and meeting former President Kim 

Jong-il 

4) Topics include: legacy of the Korean War / North Koreans’ fear of America / Obama 

administration’s handling of the potential crisis; current atmosphere in the Senate, as it attempts to 

deal with gun control legislation and immigration reform; President Obama’s budget plan, to be 

released later in the week; the decline in public revulsion over the shootings in Newtown / Obama 

administration’s commitment to gun control 

5) Topics include: support for the use of drones in modern American warfare / CIA’s involvement 

in the use of drones / different rules as to who can authorize a drone strike / pros and cons regarding 

the use of drones / rumor that the use of drones will be transferred back to the Pentagon, so that the 

CIA will return to its traditional mission of spying / the development of drone technology by other 

countries 

 

04/14/13 Guests: Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) (1); Senator Pat Toomey (R-PA) (2); Senator Joe Manchin 

(D-WV) (2); Captain Mark Kelly (Retired), Americans for Responsible Solutions, husband of 

former Arizona Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords (3); David Ignatius, Columnist, The 

Washington Post (4); David Sanger, Chief Washington Correspondent, The New York Times (4); 

Amy Walter, National Editor, The Cook Political Report (4) 

1) Topics include: Senator Rubio’s involvement in the Senate bipartisan group -- the “Gang of 

Eight” -- working on a plan for immigration reform / thoughts on how to deal with the eleven 

million illegal immigrants already in the United States / importance of border security / optimism 

regarding the chance of an immigration bill being passed this year; Senator Rubio’s vote to 

filibuster upcoming gun control legislation / his meeting with the families of the Newtown tragedy / 

position on background checks for gun purchases; support for the Obama administration’s policies 

in dealing with North Korea 

2) Topics include: support for and defense of their work on gun control legislation, including the 

proposal to expand background checks on gun purchases / reaction to Senator Rubio’s lack of 

support regarding gun control legislation / factors behind Senators Toomey’s commitment to this 

legislation / Senator Manchin’s meeting with the families of the Newtown tragedy / details of the 

their proposal on background checks / need for more Republican support of their legislation / 

National Rifle Association’s reaction to the legislation, particularly since both Senators have 

received and “A” rating from the organization 

3) Topics include: the meetings that the families of the Newtown tragedy had with members of 

Congress / speculation regarding the outcome of the proposed gun control legislation / Mr. Kelly’s 

thoughts on what Congress needs to implement regarding gun control; update on Ms. Gifford’s 

condition 

4) Topics include: current situation with North Korea / China’s role in averting a crisis with North 

Korea / Obama administration’s handling of the crisis; speculation regarding the outcome of the 

proposed gun control legislation and immigration reform; thoughts on Senator Rubio’s possible 

interest in seeking the Republican presidential nomination; President Obama’s proposed budget 

plan, which includes concessions on Social Security and Medicare 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

04/21/13 Guests: Ed Davis, Boston Police Commissioner (1); Governor Deval Patrick (D-MA) (2); John 

Miller, CBS News Senior Correspondent (3); Bob Orr, CBS News Justice Correspondent (3); 

Representative Michael McCaul (R-TX), Chairman, House Homeland Security Committee (4); 

Carlee Soto, sister of Newtown victim Victoria Soto (5); Erica Lafferty, daughter of Newtown 

victim Dawn Hochsprung (5); Neil Heslin, father of Newtown victim Jesse Lewis (5); Tom Ridge, 

former Secretary of Homeland Security (6); former Mayor Rudy Giuliani (R-New York, NY) (6); 

Stephen Schwarzman, Blackstone Group (7) 

1) The latest on the investigation regarding the deadly terror attack at the Boston Marathon on April 

15th, as well as the search for suspects Tamerlan and Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, and the eventual capture, 

in Watertown, MA of Dzhokhar, the lone surviving suspect, on April 19. 

2) Topics include: current atmosphere in Boston / Governor Patrick’s decision to place Boston and 

its surrounding suburbs under lockdown until the second suspect was captured  

3) The latest on the investigation regarding the deadly terror attack in Boston, as well as 

speculation regarding what motivated the Tsarnaev brothers. 

4) Topics include: speculation regarding what motivated the Tsarnaev brothers / Tamerlan’s 2012 

visit to the Chechen region / report that Russian intelligence asked the FBI to investigate Tamerlan 

/ plan to hold hearings on what, if any, mistakes were made and why the FBI believed that 

Tamerlan did not pose a threat / rumors that the Tsarnaev brothers were wearing suicide vests 

during their shoot-out with police  

5) Reaction from Ms. Soto, Ms. Lafferty, and Mr. Heslin -- relatives of the victims of the Sandy 

Hook Elementary School shooting -- at the Senate’s failure to strengthen gun control laws. 

6) Topics include: reaction to the family members of the Newtown victims / unanimous support for 

the assault weapons ban; current atmosphere in Boston / similarities between the Boston Marathon 

attack and the 2005 attack in the London Underground / Mr. Ridge’s belief that America is safer, in 

part due to the Department of Homeland Security / Mr. Giuliani’s assertion that the war on terror is 

not over 

7) Mr. Schwarzman’s partial funding of the Schwarzman scholars program, based on the model of 

the Rhodes scholarship program, at Tsinghua University in Beijing, China. 

 

04/28/13 Guests: Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Senate Armed Services Committee (1); Senator Claire 

McCaskill (D-MO), Homeland Security and Government Affairs Committee (HSGAC), Senate 

Armed Services Committee (2); Senator Saxby Chambliss (R-GA), Senate Intelligence Committee 

(2); John Miller, CBS News Senior Correspondent (3); Bob Orr, CBS News Justice Correspondent 

(3); Clarissa Ward, CBS News Foreign Correspondent (4); Norah O’Donnell, Co-Host, CBS This 

Morning (4); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (4); David Gergen, Harvard University 

(4); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal (4) 

1) Topics include: reaction to the recent developments in the investigation of the Boston Marathon 

bombings, specifically the revelation that warnings had been issued to the FBI and CIA about 

Tamerlan Tsarnaev and his mother, Zubeidat Tsarnaeva; current situation in Syria 

2) Topics include: reaction to Senator Graham’s statements on Syria / thoughts on how to help the 

people of Syria / evidence that a chemical weapon has been used against the Syrian people; 

assertion that the war on terror is not over / the investigation of the Boston Marathon bombings 

3) The latest developments in the investigation of the Boston Marathon bombings. 

4) Topics include: current situation in Syria / thoughts on what the United States needs to do 

regarding the Syrian rebel factions / reaction to news that a chemical weapon has been used against 

the Syrian people / the disenchantment felt by the Syrian people towards America;  Senate’s failure 

to strengthen gun control laws /  Obama administration’s commitment to gun control; Mr. Gergen’s 

opinion that President Obama’s “capacity to control events, especially to lead Congress, is 

increasingly diminished” / dysfunctional atmosphere in Washington, DC / how the international 

community views the “paralysis in American politics”; Ms. Noonan’s thoughts on the opening of 

the George W. Bush Presidential Library and Museum  

5) Face the Nation Flashback topic: a highlight from Saturday’s annual White House 

Correspondents’ Dinner 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

04/07/13 “12/14” - interviews with the families who were directly impacted by the Sandy Hook Elementary 

shooting in Newtown, Connecticut and what they experienced the day of the tragedy that took 

twenty-six lives. They are now part of a group called Sandy Hook Promise and are on a quest to 

change gun laws in hopes of preventing the gun violence that took the lives of their loved ones. 

Includes interviews with parents of the victims: Nicole Hockley, Nelba Marquez-Greene, Jimmy 

Greene, David Wheeler, Francine Wheeler, Mark Barden, Jacqueline Barden, Terri Rousseau, Neil 

Heslin; and Bill Sherlach, whose wife Mary died. (C: Scott Pelley - P: Henry Schuster) DOUBLE 

LENGTH SEGMENT (See Also: “Newtown” OAD: 12/16/12)  

“Linsanity” - an interview / profile of Jeremy Lin, who shot from obscurity to stardom to become 

one of the few Asian-Americans to play professional basketball in the NBA. His sudden rise and 

stellar play became known as “Linsanity” while he was playing on the New York Knicks. Lin now 

plays for the Houston Rockets. Includes interviews with: Jeremy Lin; David Stern, NBA 

Commissioner; Gie-Ming Lin and Shirley Lin, Jeremy’s parents.(C: Charlie Rose - P: Peter 

Radovich Jr., L. Franklin Devine) 

Update: “The Pioneer Hotel Fire” (OAD: 03/31/13) 

 

04/14/13 “The Warlord” - a report about the ongoing mission to locate Joseph Kony, leader of the Lord’s 

Resistance Army (LRA). African soldiers have joined U.S. miliary advisors as they scour central 

Africa, namely Uganda, Central African Republic, South Sudan and the Democratic Republic of 

Congo for Kony and his followers, mainly comprised of abducted children, with the boys turning 

into soldiers and the girls forced into becoming sex slaves and wives. Includes comments by Kasim 

Lukumbo, Lt. Ugandan Army; Franklin, James and Dennis, rescued soldiers of LRA; and 

interviews with Kurt Crytzer, US Army Colonel; Caesar Acellam, fmr. LRA commander; Betty 

Bigombe, State Minister for Water Resources in the Uganda Cabinet. (C: Lara Logan - P: Peter 

Klein, Jeff Newton) 

“The Knuckleballer” - an interview / profile of R.A. Dickey, the first knuckleballer ever to win 

the Cy Young award, and currently the only Major League Baseball player capable of throwing the 

pitch. Dickey explains how he overcame a childhood marred by sexual abuse and the tribulations of 

the minor leagues to become a commodity in the sport. Dickey was awarded the Cy Young after a 

stellar season with the New York Mets, but currently plays for the Toronto Blue Jays. Also includes 

an interview with Anne Dickey, R.A.’s wife. (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Richard Bonin) 

“Marfa, Texas” - a profile of the quirky West Texas town of Marfa, where the cattle ranching 

culture is now co-existing with a new culture of young artists and sculptors. Includes comments by 

various Marfa, TX residents; and interviews with Mayor Dan Dunlap; Chip Love, town banker; Joe 

Cabezuela, Hispanic community leader; and Boyd Elder, custodian for the art installation “Prada 

Marfa”. (C: Morley Safer - P: David Browning, Jonathan Schienberg) 

 

04/21/13 “The Boston Bombings” - a report on the bombings that occurred during the Boston Marathon on 

April 15. Boston Police Commissioner Edward Davis describes the events leading up to the death 

of suspect Tamerlan Tsarnaev and the arrest of his brother Dzhokhar Tsarnaev. The Tsarnaev 

brothers are from a mostly Islamic region of Russia and their ancestors were from Chechnya. 

Friends and neighbors of the brothers describe what they are like. Includes interviews with Rose 

Schutzberg, Dzhokhar’s classmate; Bassel and Ahmad Nasri, Dzhokhar’s friends; Al Ammon, 

Tamerlan’s neighbor; and George MacMasters, Dzhokhar’s fmr. boss. (C: Scott Pelley - P: Michael 

Radutzky, L. Franklin Devine, Nicole Young) 

“Sniffing For Bombs” - a report on the highly-trained dogs, who accompany soldiers both 

domestically and abroad for anti-terror operations to assist in finding hidden bombs, most recently 

in Iraq and Afghanistan. Most of the dogs are from one breed: Belgian Malinois.  Includes 

interviews with Sergeant First Class Chris Corbin; Mike Ritland, owner of Trikos International and 

fmr. Navy SEAL; and Duane Curran, U.S. Special Operations. (C: Lara Logan - P: Max McClellan, 

Reuben Heyman-Kantor) 

“The 9/11 Museum” - a report on the progress and challenges of the National September 11 

Memorial Museum, and a detailed look at what the public can expect to see about a year from now 

when the doors open at the site of the terrorist attack from that day, seven stories below ground 

where the World Trade Center once stood, now known as Ground Zero in New York City. Includes 

interviews with Alice Greenwald, museum director; Joe Daniels, museum president; museum board 

members Paula Grant Berry, Monica Iken, Anthoula Katsimatide and Tom Roger. (C: Lesley Stahl 

- P: Shari Finkelstein) 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

04/28/13 “Angel of Death” - an interview / profile of Charles Cullen, who is currently serving a life 

sentence without parole in a New Jersey State Prison for confessing to as many as forty murders 

while he was a practicing nurse for sixteen years in seven different hospitals. Cullen was a critical 

care nurse and gave unsuspecting patients lethal doses of powerful drugs, notably digoxin. This is 

the first interview 60 MINUTES has conducted with a serial killer. Also includes interviews with 

Charles Graeber, who wrote “The Good Nurse” about Cullen; Dr. Steven Marcus, Dir. NJ Poison 

Control Center; Tim Braun and Daniel Baldwin, Somerset County Detectives; Amy Ridgway, 

friend and fellow nurse. (C: Steve Kroft - P: Graham Messick) DOUBLE LENGTH SEGMENT 

“Rosie’s Run for the Roses” - an interview / profile of Rosie Napravnik, America’s most 

successful jockey this year leading up to the Kentucky Derby, and the only female slated to ride at 

Churchill Downs. Also includes interviews with Barbara Jo Rubin, jockey; Cindy and Charles 

Napravnik, Rosie’s parents; and Jazz Napravnik, Rosie’s sister. (C: Bob Simon - P: Tom Anderson, 

Michelle St. John) 

Update: “Insiders” (OAD: 11/13/11) 

 

48 HOURS 
 

04/06/13 PREEMPTION 

 

04/13/13 48 HOURS: “Friends for Life” (9:00-10:00pm) - a report about Robyn Davis and Carol “Sissy” 

Saltzman, best friends for twenty years, who were charged with murder after Robyn’s husband, 

Brian Davis, was found shot to death alongside his car on an isolated road in St. Charles, Louisiana. 

Brian had married Robyn, his third wife, in 2008, but continued to have an eye for women; Robyn 

was not happy with his cheating.  On June 29, 2009, Brian Davis disappeared. According to Robyn 

and Sissy, he had left to go boat shopping and never came home. Police soon began to suspect 

Robyn. Then Sissy, too, came under scrutiny. An examination of their cell phone records convinced 

police the women were lying. Investigators discovered that Robyn had recently lost her job, had 

gambling debts, and was on the verge of losing her house. Police believed one or both of the 

women shot and killed Brian Davis. Three years after the murder, Robyn and Sissy went on trial 

together.   Several jurors expressed in interviews the opinion that investigators hadn’t done their 

jobs and they had trouble with contradictions in Robyn’s story. Jurors also learned of a life 

insurance police that Robyn tried to cash in just two weeks after Brian’s death. The jury vote was 

eleven for guilty and one for acquittal. In Louisiana, only 10 jurors are needed for a murder 

conviction: Robyn Davis and Sissy Saltzman were both convicted. They are both serving their time 

in the same correctional facility and see each other in the jail’s church.  Onscreen text graphic: 

Robyn Davis and Sissy Saltzman plan to appeal the verdict. If the appeal is denied, Brian’s life 

insurance, worth $645,000,  goes to his family. Brian’s former mistress, Fannie Dietz, is back 

together with her husband, Shane.  Updated 04/13/13 Onscreen Text Graphic: Robyn Davis and 

Sissy Saltzman are appealing their convictions. If their appeal is denied, Brian’s life insurance, 

worth $645,000 goes to his children. Brian’s former mistress, Fannie Dietz, is planning to remarry 

her ex-husband Shane. Interviewed: Robyn Davis and Sissy Saltzman; Fannie Dietz, Brian Davis’ 

mistress; Steve Dietz, her husband; Tony Mancuso, Calcasieu Parish Sheriff; Scott Davis, Brian’s 

brother; Rick Bryant, special prosecutor; Marcy Wilson, a friend of both women; Shane Hinch, 

Saltzman’s attorney; Glen Vamvoras, Robyn Davis’ attorney; Jurors Felicia Ballard, Sherry Lusk, 

Shandrika Washington. (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Alec Sirken, Taigi Smith) (OAD: 10/06/12) 

 

 

48 HOURS (continued) 

 

04/13/13 48 HOURS: “Power and Passion” (10:00-11:00p) - a report on the investigation into the death of 

Alabama real estate agent Angel Downs, who was found dead from a gunshot wound to the head, 

by her own weapon, outside her Gulf Shores, Alabama condo in 2010. At the time of her death, she 

was involved with Stephen Nodine, a well-liked Alabama politician with connections in 

Washington D.C.  Though married and the father of a young son, Nodine dated Downs for six 

years. Friends and family say Angel wanted him to get a divorce, but he refused to give up his 

double life. On the night of her death, Nodine says he dropped Downs off, then left to go back to 

his wife. Within two weeks, Stephen Nodine was indicted for murder and arrested. The timing 

raised eyebrows, because District Attorney Judy Newcomb was up for re-election, something 

which Nodine’s attorney says was an opportunity to have some high-profile prosecution 

immediately before the election. Nodine’s problems multiplied: he was charged with a violation of 



 

 

the seldom-used federal statute which prohibits drug users from using guns.  Much of the evidence 

in the case was circumstantial, including alleged stalking and beatings, and a previous suicide 

attempt by Downs. Even the state’s own Medical Examiner Eugene Hart could not settle on the 

circumstances of death. He called it inconclusive. The Georgia State Medical Examiner was called 

in; he deemed Downs’ death a homicide. Jurors deliberated and a mistrial was declared. Stephen 

Nodine was a free man for four months; he agreed to plead guilty to the federal gun charge -- 

possessing a gun while using drugs. After convening a new grand jury, the new District Attorney 

Hallie Dixon, made the decision that Nodine not be charged again with murder. The family then 

went over Dixon’s head and demanded a Special Prosecutor.  Nodine was to be retried for murder. 

Surprisingly, there was a plea deal and an admission -- the prosecutors did not have proof beyond a 

reasonable doubt in the case. The state of Alabama dropped the murder and stalking charges. 

Nodine pled guilty to perjury for lying on a legal form. He also agreed to plead no contest to a 

charge that he harassed Angel Downs with e-mails and text messages. On Screen Text Graphic: 

Stephen Nodine is prohibited from having any contact with the family of Angel Downs. After 

serving his two year sentence, Nodine will be on supervised probation for three years. He says he 

has no plan to seek public office. Interviewed: Stephen Nodine; Angel Downs’ younger sister, 

Susan Bloodworth, and her mother, Thelma Hinckley; retired Sheriff of Mobile County, Jack 

Tillman; Angel Downs’ best friends Emily Simmons and Kayla King Donald; neighbor Roger 

Whitehead; neighbor/nurse Ann Myers; Nodine’s attorney Denis Knizley; former District Attorney 

Judy Newcomb; newly-elected District Attorney Hallie Dixon; and Special Prosecutor David 

Whetstone. (C: Richard Schlesinger -  P: Allen Alter, Avi Cohen) 

 

04/20/13 48 HOURS SPECIAL REPORT: “Caught” - a report updating events in the last twenty-four 

hours surrounding the shootout and manhunt for Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, known as Suspect #2 in 

Monday’s (April 15) bombing at the Boston Marathon. Both Dzhokhar Tsarnaev and his brother 

Tamerlan Tsarnaev, known as Suspect #1 (killed during the firefight on Thursday night) were on 

the run, after being identified as the bombers. Now that Dzhokhar Tsarnaev has been captured 

alive, the focus shifts to the dissecting of the bomb plot. That pursuit includes: (1) a report on 

Dzhokhar’s condition, including information that one injury seems to have been from a suicide 

attempt, and the theory that the brothers were looking for a crowd of people for a final attack. 

Correspondent: John Miller. (2) questions of a larger conspiracy are investigated and dismissed, 

according to Watertown Police Chief Edward Deveau. Included is a summary of what happened in 

Watertown during the firefight that left Tamerlan Tsarnaev dead. Correspondent: Dean Reynolds. 

(3) questions about why the brothers became terrorists. They were natives of Chechnya who came 

to the U.S. as young boys. Dzhokhar was popular and fit right in. He became a U.S. citizen on 

September 11, 2012. Tamerlan, a boxer, had a more difficult time assimilating to a life in the U.S.  

Sparring partner Julian Pollard noticed a big change: he became strongly influenced by radical 

Islamic teachings. Includes interviews with: Larry Aaronson, history teacher at Cambridge Rindge 

and Latin High School; Francis Barry, a sophomore schoolmate of Dzhokhar’s at the University of 

Massachusetts, Dartmouth; Julian Pollard; unidentified woman (who spoke to CBS News by 

phone), whose friend became Tamerlan’s wife.  Correspondent: Jim Axelrod. (4) an interview with 

Ruslan Tsarni (who has shortened the family name), an uncle of the brothers, who says he believes 

that they became radicalized in recent years. Correspondent: Chip Reid. (5) a tour through the 

Franklin Street neighborhood of Watertown where police, media and the suspect converged. 

Includes interviews with residents Diane Tiernan, Nick Gianetti, Richie O’Connor, Tyler (no last 

name), and Stacy Raulf. Also interviewed: Boston Mayor Tom Menino. Correspondent: Peter Van 

Sant. (6) an account of the victims: four dead, more than 170 wounded. Interviewed: Somerville 

Deputy Police Chief Paul Upton; Lillian Campbell, grandmother of victim Krystal Campbell, 

Massport Fire Lieutenant Michael Ward. Correspondent: Terrell Brown. (7) a look at how the 

investigation turned the Internet into a worldwide dragnet, and an illustration of the power of social 

media. Interviewed: Lance Ulanoff, editor and chief of the website mashable.com; Eugene 

O’Donnell, professor at John Jay College of Criminal Justice.  Correspondent: Tracy Smith. (8) a 

timeline of these six historic days in Boston -- a city known for its history. Correspondent: Jim 

Axelrod. (9) a review of the recurring terrorist attempts in the United States since 9/11 and a look at 

the sophisticated surveillance technology employed in New York City.  Interviewed: Bill Bratton, 

former police commissioner of New York, Los Angeles and Boston; current New York City Police 

Commissioner Ray Kelly. Correspondents: Troy Roberts and Peter Van Sant. (10) a remembrance 

of the loss of innocent lives. Correspondent: Richard Schlesinger.  (Correspondents: Jim Axelrod 

(anchor, New York); John Miller (New York studio); Dean Reynolds (Watertown); Chip Reid; 

Peter Van Sant (Watertown); Terrell Brown; Tracy Smith; Troy Roberts; Richard Schlesinger. 

 



 

 

 

48 HOURS (continued) 

 

04/27/13 48 HOURS: “Muscle and Mayhem” - a report about the crimes of the Sun Gym gang, a group of 

Miami, Florida drifters, petty thieves, and bodybuilders who kidnapped and killed wealthy people 

to fuel their lifestyle, which provided the inspiration for the recently released black comedy motion 

picture “Pain and Gain”. The story began with the disappearances of Frank Griga and his girlfriend 

Krisztina Furton in 1995. Police investigation led detectives to a connection to the Sun Gym, a 

Miami health club, and its manager Danny Lugo and his protegé Adrian Doorbal.  Police would 

discover that they were at the center of a complicated and deadly plot which involved kidnapping, 

money,  and murder. Lugo’s girlfriend Sabina Petrescu, played a crucial role as police gathered 

evidence connecting Lugo and Doorbal to the disappearance of Griga and Furton. In a bizarre twist, 

detectives in another Metro-Dade police department were also looking into Lugo and Doorbal in 

the kidnapping case of another Miami millionaire, Marc Schiller. Schiller told police that he had 

been grabbed by a gang and held for more than a month. Schiller also worked out at the Sun Gym, 

which provided the connection to Lugo and Doorbal. The plan was to kidnap Marc Schiller - a man 

who had many shady dealings --  have him write his own ransom note, and then kill him. There 

were several stupid attempts involving costumes, comic book code names, and a staged accident -  

all of which provided Hollywood with inspiration for the movie. While imprisoned, Schiller was 

forced to sign over his assets to the gang. They went through the money in about five months and 

decided to find a new target: Frank Griga. Almost four years after Marc Schiller was left for dead, 

he faced the Sun Gym gang in court, as Danny Lugo and Adrian Doorbal went on trial for the 

murders of Frank Griga and Krisztina Furton. They were found guilty of first-degree murder. 

However, Marc Schiller’s ordeal was not over. He was arrested by the FBI on charges involving 

Medicare fraud. In another twist, the trial judge, Alex Ferrer (now a TV personality), described 

how important Schiller’s testimony was in bringing down the Sun Gym gang. In a plea deal, he 

ended up serving two years in federal prison and paying $137,000 in restitution. On screen text 

graphics: Lugo and Doorbal remain on death row. Lugo and Doorbal have appealed their 

convictions multiple times over the past 15 years. Once their appeals have been exhausted, 

Florida’s governor will sign a death warrant and they will be executed by lethal injection. 

Interviewed: Zsuzsanna Griga, Frank Griga’s sister; retired homicide detectives/CBS News 

consultants Sam Garafalo and Felix Jimenez; Patty Barrientos, co-worker of Danny Lugo; Marc 

Schiller, victim; Miami-Dade prosecutor Gail Levine; Judge Alex Ferrer; private investigator Ed 

DuBois; State Attorney of Miami-Dade Country Katherine Fernandez-Rundle. (C: Troy Roberts - 

P: Chuck Stevenson, James Stolz, Tamara Weitzman, Alicia Tejada) 

 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

05/05/13 Guests: Representative Darrell Issa (R-CA), Chairman, House Committee on Oversight 

and Government Reform (1); Representative Mike Rogers (R-MI), Chairman, House 

Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence (2); Representative Dutch Ruppersberger 

(D-MD), House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence (2); Billie Jean King, 

former professional tennis player (3); Martina Navratilova, former professional tennis 

player (3); Esera Tuaolo, former NFL defensive lineman, author, “Alone in the Trenches: 

My Life as a Gay Man in the NFL” (4); Brendon Ayanbadejo, NFL linebacker (4); Ted 

Leonsis, owner of the NBA’s Washington Wizards, owner of the WNBA’s Washington 

Mystics, owner of the NHL’s Washington Capitals (5); Bill Rhoden, The New York 

Times (5); Chris Stone, Sports Illustrated (5); Domonique Foxworth, President, NFL 

Players Association (5) 

1) Topics include: new information, by way of testimony from Foreign Service Diplomat 

Greg Hicks, regarding the September 11, 2012 attack on the American compound in 

Benghazi, Libya / suggestion of a possible cover-up by the State Department, in order to 

deflect criticism that requests for more security in Libya had been ignored / Mr. Hicks’ 

response to statements made during interviews on September 16, 2012 by U.N. 

Ambassador Susan Rice / other people called to testify at the upcoming hearings to be 

held by the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform / request for the 

State Department to review its own investigation 



 

 

2) Topics include: details of the investigation being conducted by the House Permanent 

Select Committee on Intelligence regarding the September 11, 2012 attack in Benghazi; 

current situation in Syria / options for U.S. involvement in Syria 

3) Topics include: NBA player Jason Collins’ recent announcement that he is gay / what 

it was like for Ms. Navratilova and Ms. King when they each decided to make their 

sexual orientation public / praise from Ms. King and Ms. Navratilova for President 

Obama’s support for gay rights 

4) Topics include: reasons behind Mr. Tuaolo’s decision to keep his sexual orientation a 

secret while he was an NFL player / hope that Mr. Collins’ announcement will make it 

easier for other athletes to come out / Mr. Ayanbadejo’s belief that the NFL can make a 

positive difference by supporting the LGBT community / opinion that the religious and 

sports communities are the last two institutions that foster a “closeted” lifestyle 

5) Topics include: opinions from Mr. Leonsis, Mr. Foxworth, Mr. Stone, and Mr. Rhoden 

as to the significance of Mr. Collin’s announcement / reaction to the comparison that has 

been made between Jackie Robinson and Jason Collins / positive statements from other 

NBA players, supporting Mr. Collins / importance of embracing diversity 

 

05/12/13 Guests: former Ambassador Thomas Pickering, Chairman, State Department’s 

Accountability Review Board on Benghazi (1); Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL), Senate 

Majority Whip (2); Senator Kelly Ayotte (R-NH), Senate Armed Services Committee (2); 

Robert Gates, former Secretary of Defense, Chancellor, College of Women and Mary (3); 

Sharyl Attkisson, CBS News Investigative Correspondent (4); Dr. Maya Angelou, poet, 

author, “Mom & Me & Mom” (5) 

1) Topics include: reaction to criticism against the State Department’s investigation and 

subsequent report on the September 11, 2012 attack in Benghazi / explanation as to why 

certain topics were not investigated, most notably the talking points provided to officials / 

Mr. Pickering’s opinion that Congress has turned the issue of Benghazi into a “political 

circus” / belief that the State Department’s investigation into Benghazi should not be 

reopened 

2) Topics include: reaction to comments made by former Ambassador Pickering 

regarding the Benghazi investigation / allegations of a cover-up by the Obama 

administration / call for further investigation 

3) Topics include: Mr. Gates’ perspective on the Benghazi situation; reasons for his 

opposition to American involvement in Syria / thoughts on the wars in Iraq and 

Afghanistan; belief that North Korea is a greater threat than Iran / current situation in 

Iran; assertion that the greatest threat to America’s security is the partisanship in 

Washington 

4) The latest on the Benghazi story.  

5) An interview with Dr. Angelou on her life and relationship with her mother, which is 

the basis of her new book, “Mom & Me & Mom”. 

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

05/19/13 Guests: Dan Pfeiffer, Senior Adviser, the White House (1); Senator John Cornyn (R-

TX), Minority Whip (2); Representative Jason Chaffetz (R-UT), Committee on Oversight 

and Government Reform, Committee on the Judiciary (3); Gary Pruitt, President & CEO, 

Associated Press (4); Lois Romano, Senior Political Reporter, Politico (5); Dan Balz, 

Chief Correspondent, The Washington Post (5); David Sanger, Chief Washington 

Correspondent, The New York Times (5); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director 

(5) 

1) Topics include: recent spate of controversies impacting the White House; report in The 

New York Times that White House Chief of Staff Denis McDonough instructed his staff 

not to spend more than ten percent of their time on these issues / admission from the IRS 

that it targeted the Tea Party and other conservative groups / President Obama’s handling 

of the controversy; controversy surrounding U.N. Ambassador Susan Rice and the 

Benghazi talking points 

2) Topics include: reaction to comments made by Mr. Pfeiffer regarding the Obama 

administration’s handling of the various crises / Senator Cornyn’s perspective on 

scandals at the IRS and the Associated Press national security leak case / loss of 

confidence in Attorney General Eric Holder 

3) Topics include: Representative Chaffetz’s perspective on the Benghazi controversy 

and the Obama administration’s handling of the talking points / criticism of the Obama 

administration for its lack of transparency; lack of evidence indicating that anyone 

outside of the IRS called for the IRS to target conservative groups 

4) Topics include: details behind the Justice Department’s secret subpoena and seizure of 

telephone and e-mail records of Associated Press reporters regarding exclusive 

knowledge obtained by the AP that the “U.S. had thwarted an al Qaeda plot to place a 

bomb on an airline bound for the United States” / potential impact on journalism 

5) Topics include: recent spate of controversies impacting the White House -- the IRS, 

Benghazi, the AP leaks / reason why Mr. Sanger believes that the IRS controversy is the 

worst of the three crises facing the White House / Republican response to the crises; 

current situation in Syria and North Korea; news that the Secretary of Health and Human 

Services Kathleen Sebelius has been soliciting money from health organizations to 

promote President Obama’s health care program 

6) Face the Nation Flashback topic: the fortieth anniversary of the Watergate Hearings 

and the importance of whistle blowers 

 

05/26/13 Guests: Governor Mary Fallin (R-OK) (1); Senator Tom Coburn (R-OK) (2); Senator 

Chuck Schumer (D-NY) (2); David Gergen, Harvard University (3); Michael Gerson, 

Washington Post (3); J. Marshall Shepherd, president, American Meteorological Society / 

University of Georgia (4); Jeffrey Kluger, editor-at-large, TIME Magazine (4); Heidi 

Cullen, chief climatologist, Climate Central (4); David Bernard, meteorologist, WFOR-

TV, Miami (4); Joseph Persico, author, “Roosevelt’s Centurions” (5) 

1) Topics include: the post-tornado recovery effort in Moore, Oklahoma / the welcome 

presence of volunteers / the need of FEMA assistance; rebuilding schools: safe rooms and 

budgetary considerations 

2) Topics include: differing views on whether to reform the current system of channeling 

federal financial aid to disaster-struck areas; reactions to President Obama’s speech about 

re-focussing the war on terrorism; how to balance First Amendment rights and freedom 

of the press against leaks of what the government regards as classified information 

3) Topics include: how the Obama administration is handling problems like the IRS 

controversy and the leaks investigation; reaction to President Obama’s speech on the war 

on terrorism 

4) Topics include: what are the causes and factors involved in changing weather patterns 

and climates, as seen in the floods, droughts and recurring tornadoes of recent years. 

5) Topics include: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s leadership capabilities as 

commander-in-chief of the U.S. military during World War II 



 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

05/05/13 “Counter-Insurgency Cops” - a report on how the counter-insurgency tactics used 

overseas in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to offset terrorist organizations like al Qaeda 

or the Taliban are helping law enforcement officers take back the streets of Springfield, 

Massachusetts, from criminal gangs. Includes interviews with Mike Cutone, MA state 

trooper and former Green Beret; John Barbieri, Springfield, MA deputy police chief; and 

Maj. Kit Parker, professor at Harvard; and comments by Teddy Cupack, resident in the 

North End.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Andrew Metz) 

“Robin Hood” - an interview / profile of Wall Street hedge fund manager Paul Tudor 

Jones, founder of The Robin Hood Foundation, a charity that has given over $1.25 billion 

to New York City’s neediest, becoming the city’s largest private backer of charter 

schools, job training and food programs. Tudor Jones was inspired to start a charity after 

seeing philanthropist Gene Lang on 60 MINUTES. Also includes interviews with Sister 

Mary Alice Hannan, director of Part of the Solution (POTS); Jabali Sawicki, principal of 

the Excellence Boys Charter School. (C: Scott Pelley - P: Henry Schuster, Rachael Kun 

Morehouse) (See also: “Lang’s Gang” (OAD: 02/23/86); and “I Have A Dream” (OAD: 

05/23/04), a followup to “Lang’s Gang”) 

“Invisible Wounds” - a report on the recent efforts to combat traumatic brain injuries 

and post traumatic stress (PTSD) sustained by war veterans while on the battlefield, 

mainly in Iraq and Afghanistan. Includes interviews with retired Army Major Ben 

Richards and wife, Farrah Richards; Dr. David Hovda, director of the Brain Injury 

Research Center at UCLA; retired Army General Pete Chiarelli; Arnold Fisher, Senior 

Partner of Fisher Brothers Corporation; Dr. James Kelley, director of the National 

Intrepid Center of Excellence (NICoE); and comments by Sergeant Allen Hill. (C: David 

Martin - P: Mary Walsh) 

The Mail - selected viewer comments about the segment “Angel of Death” (OAD: 

04/28/13) 

 

05/12/13 “The Rescue of Jessica Buchanan” - an interview with Jessica Buchanan, the American 

humanitarian aid worker who was working in Somalia when she was suddenly kidnaped 

by Somali pirates. Jessica recounts her kidnaping,  the ninety-three days of captivity, and 

the nighttime rescue on January 25, 2012 by Navy SEALs in the Somali desert. Jessica’s 

Danish co-worker Poul Thisted was also rescued by the SEALs, and she tells the story in 

her new book, “Impossible Odds”.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Robert G. Anderson and Daniel 

Ruetenik) 

“Succeeding As Civilians” - A report on the efforts of Air Force veteran Mike Haynie 

and his plan to help America’s veterans when they return home from war, specifically 

Afghanistan and Iraq. Haynie offers an entrepreneurship boot camp, starting online and 

followed by an all-expenses paid program offered on eight campuses nationwide, to teach 

disabled veterans how to start their own businesses. Includes interviews with Mike 

Haynie; Marine veterans Brad Lang and Garrett Anderson; Air Force veteran Pam 

Randall; and comments by Marine veteran Johnny Morris. (C: Dr. Sanjay Gupta - P: 

Sumi Aggarwal) 

“Bill Gates 2.0" - an interview / profile of Bill Gates, Microsoft founder, innovator, 

billionaire and humanitarian through the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation in Seattle, 

on his goals in life -- to make the world a better place by eradicating deadly diseases such 

as malaria, tuberculosis and HIV -- and using technology to solve age-old problems. 

Gates describes how a lengthy Leonardo Da Vinci manuscript, of painstakingly detailed 

ideas, inspires him. Also includes an interview with Bill’s wife, Melinda and comments 

by his father, Bill Gates, Sr.(C: Charlie Rose - P: Denise Schrier Cetta) (See also: “Bill 

Gates”, OAD: 11/09/99 on 60 MINUTES II; “Out Of Control”, OAD: 04/11/04; and 

“Giving Away A Fortune”, OAD: 10/03/10) 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

05/19/13 “Face in the Crowd” - a report on computer facial recognition technology -- how it is 

changing the marketing landscape and assisting the FBI to keep track of criminals while 

simultaneously taking away your privacy on the Internet. Includes interviews with 

Carnegie Mellon professors Marios Savvides and Alessandro Acquisti; scientist Joseph 

Atick; David McMullen, CEO of redpepper, a national marketing firm, who created 

FaceDeals and FBI Assistant Director David Cuthbertson. (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shachar 

Bar-On) 

“Three Generations of Punishment” - an interview with North Korean prison camp 

escapee Shin Dong-hyuk, who was born in the camp and who describes how three 

generations of a family will be imprisoned in the camp if just one family member is 

considered disloyal to the regime. Also includes interviews with: David Hawk, human 

rights investigator; Blaine Harden, journalist and author.  (C: Anderson Cooper - P: Andy 

Court) (OAD: 12/02/12) 

“Michael Jackson” - a report on singer Michael Jackson and how his estate is making 

more money after his death than he did while he was alive. Includes interviews with John 

Branca, an executor of Michael Jackson’s estate; Zack O’Malley Greenburg, editor at 

Forbes Magazine; Karen Langford, archivist for the Jackson estate and comments by Guy 

Laliberte, CEO of Cirque du Soleil. (C: Lara Logan - P: John Hamlin) 

 

05/26/13  PREEMPTED for 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Killing Bin Laden” 

 

48 HOURS 
 

05/04/13 48 HOURS: “My Dad’s Killer” (9:00-10:00p) - A followup to “Haunted” (OAD: 

10/24/09), a report on the July 2002 murder of Mike Sisco and his fiancee Karen 

Harkness, shot to death in Karen’s Topeka, Kansas home.  The police investigation 

ultimately focussed on Dana Chandler, Mike’s ex-wife and the mother of his two 

children, Hailey and Dustin.  In 2009, after the appointment of a new District Attorney, 

the Harkness-Sisco case became a priority. In 2012, ten years after the murders and eight 

months after Dana Chandler’s arrest, the case went to trial. Lacking physical evidence, 

the prosecution hoped to convict Chandler with her own words, using jailhouse telephone 

calls recorded between Chandler and her sister; and her lack of an alibi, as she had told 

two different stories about her whereabouts on the night in question.  Hailey and Dustin 

Sisco also became star witnesses against their mother, detailing her obsessions with their 

father and Karen Harkness. The case went to the jury and after approximately ninety 

minutes of deliberation, Dana Chandler was found guilty of two counts of first-degree 

murder.  Five months after the verdict, six members of the Sisco and Harkness families 

see Dana Chandler one more time. She is given two life sentences, one for killing Mike 

Sisco and one for killing Karen Harkness.  On-screen text graphic: Dana Chandler must 

serve 100 years before she can ask for parole.  Interviewed: Hailey Sisco and Dustin 

Sisco, children of Dana Chandler and Mike Sisco; Jacquie Spradling, Chief Deputy 

District Attorney; Mark and Cathy Boots, Mike Sisco’s sister and her brother-in-law; 

Chad Taylor, District Attorney; Mark Bennett, Chandler’s attorney. The 05/04/13 On-

screen text graphic: Hailey Sisco is engaged to be married. Dana Chandler must 

serve 100 years  before she can ask for parole. (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: Lourdes 

Aguiar, Sara Ely Hulse) (OAD: 09/29/12) 

 

 

48 HOURS (continued) 

 

05/04/13 48 HOURS: “Over the Edge” (10:00-11:00pm) - a report on the investigation into the 

2009 disappearance of Dawn Viens, and why her husband, California chef David Viens, 

jumped off a cliff when he became a suspect in her disappearance. David Viens ran a 

successful restaurant in Lomita, California, working in the kitchen while Dawn was the 



 

 

hostess. After Dawn vanished, Viens promoted a young waitress, Kathy Galvan, to take 

Dawn’s spot at work and in his personal life. Dawn’s friends and family members turned 

to the police and a local newspaper reporter, Larry Altman (now a CBS News consultant) 

for help. Police worked methodically on the case, discovering that before moving to 

California, David was involved in the drug trade in Florida, and had helped authorities 

bust up a drug ring. After more than a year, as police were closing in, a frightened David 

Viens opened up to Kathy Galvan: he confessed that he killed Dawn, but claimed it was 

an accident. Then he recklessly drove on a California coastal highway, with Galvan in the 

car, to a scenic overlook, and jumped off a 200-foot-high cliff. Surprisingly, Viens 

survived the fall. His story was that Dawn had started using cocaine and crystal meth. 

They fought, and David Viens bound her (something he had done in the past), taping her 

mouth to keep her quiet, and went to sleep. He awoke and found her dead. While in the 

hospital he told police an incredible tale of disposing of Dawn’s body in the way a chef 

knows best, by cooking her. He boiled her body in a pot for four days, broke down what 

would not boil down, and threw it away in the trash. Nineteen months after his leap, a 

wheelchair-bound Viens was in court to face murder charges. The defense said that 

Dawn’s death was an accident -- manslaughter, not murder -- and that he did not cook 

her. After a two-week trial, David Viens was found guilty of murder. On-screen text 

graphic: Dawn Viens’ body has never been found. David Viens is eligible for parole in 

2023. Interviewed: Kathy Galvan, girlfriend/employee; David Papin, brother of Dawn 

Viens; Larry Altman, reporter, The Daily Breeze / CBS News Consultant; Joe Cacace, 

local businessman/friend; DEA agent Derek Pollock; Randy Barnett, Manatee County 

(FL) Detective; Richard Garcia, L.A. County Sheriff’s Detective; Jackie Viens, daughter 

of David Viens, Sandy Viens, mother of David Viens; and David Viens.  (C: Richard 

Schlesinger - P: Paul LaRosa, Sue McHugh) 

 

05/11/13 48 HOURS: “Murder at Sea” - an updated report on the disappearance of newlywed 

George Smith, who vanished in 2005 from a cruise ship in the Mediterranean while on 

his honeymoon, which was first reported on in “ Love Lost” (OAD: 04/08/06) and 

mentioned in “Dark Voyage” (OAD: 09/23/06). This report uncovers the questionable 

alibis, failed polygraphs and a provocative video that involves the three men who last saw 

Smith alive. In the years since Smith went missing, his family has been seeking answers 

to what happened to him after a night of heavy drinking and gambling in the ship’s 

casino. His disappearance was ruled a likely accident and the case has gone nowhere, 

despite reports of arguments on the stateroom balcony, furniture being moved and a 

bloodstain on the overhang of the lifeboats. Mike Jones, an attorney for the Smith family, 

is now trying to get the case moving again. He has gained access to Royal Caribbean’s 

internal investigation and has learned about the existence of a videotape in the possession 

of the FBI, which was recorded just hours after Smith went missing by three of the four 

men to last see Smith alive: cousins Zach Rozenberg and Greg Rozenberg and their 

friend Rusty Kofman. The other passenger, Josh Askin, is not on the video. Attorneys for 

Rusty Kofman and Zach Rozenberg have declined to comment. Greg Rozenberg’s 

attorney says his client just made stupid comments. While initially cooperating, Askin’s 

attorney has now told him to take the Fifth Amendment in all questioning. All four men 

say they had nothing to do with Smith’s death but the men are still on the FBI’s radar in 

this cold case. Mike Jones believes that Josh Askin knows what happened. He continues 

to prod the FBI to re-open the case. On-screen text graphic: The FBI’s field office has 

agreed to review the George Smith case. Interviewed: George Smith’s parents, George 

Smith III and Maureen Smith; his sister Bree Smith; cruise ship passengers Paul and 

Galina Kvitnisky; Emilie Rausch; Clete Hyman; Greg and Pat Lawyer; Christian Ruiz; 

Keith Greer, attorney for Josh Askin; Albert Dayan, attorney for Rusty Kofman; Phil 

Houston, an expert in detecting deception; Mike Jones, Smith family 

investigator/attorney. NOTE: In this broadcast, Zach Rozenberg, Greg Rozenberg, and 

Josh Askin all appear in interrogation videos.  Tthey are not specifically  interviewed for 

this report.  Rusty Kofman appears saying no comment. (C: John Miller - P: Lourdes 

Aguiar, Peter Shaw) 



 

 

 

 

48 HOURS (continued) 

 

05/17/13 48 HOURS: “Unraveling the Lies of Jodi Arias” (10:00-11:00p) - a followup to 

“Picture Perfect” (OAD: 03/07/09) and “Picture Perfect: The Trial of Jodie Arias” (OAD: 

01/19/13), offering a review of the trial of Jodi Arias, including excerpts from a three-

hour interview with 48 HOURS that was used by the prosecution and the defense in her 

death penalty trial. Four-and-a-half years after the death of Travis Alexander, Arias was 

found guilty of first-degree murder. At first she told police she knew nothing of the 

killing, then later blamed it on masked intruders, then at trial she admitted her 

involvement in his murder, but claimed it was in self-defense. This is the first time that a 

48 HOURS interview was used as evidence in a trial. Included are new interviews with 

criminal attorney Linda Kenny Baden; forensic psychiatrist / 48 HOURS consultant Dr. 

Stuart Kleinman; and jury expert Richard Gabriel. Also included are previous interviews 

with Alexander’s friends Chris and Sky Hughes; and Samantha Alexander. On-screen 

text graphic: If Jodi Arias is given the death penalty, there will be at least one mandatory 

appeal. It could take up to twenty years to carry out her sentence. If sentenced to death, 

Arias will spend twenty-three hours a day in solitary confinement. (C: Maureen Maher - 

P: Jonathan Leach, Josh Gelman, Tom Seligsen, James Stolz) (See also: 48 HOURS 

MYSTERY: “Picture Perfect”, OAD: 03/07/09; 1st rebroadcast: 06/23/09; and 48 

HOURS: “Picture Perfect: The Trial of Jodi Arias”, OAD: 01/19/13) 

 

05/18/13 48 HOURS: “The War in Chicago” - a six-month investigation into Chicago’s 

problems with drugs, gangs, guns and the deadly connection between street violence and 

drug trafficking.  Segments include: (1) the story of Hadiya Pendleton, the unintended 

victim of a gang battle, who died just a week after attending President Barack Obama’s 

second inauguration. Interviewed: her parents Anthony Pendleton and Cleopatra Cowley-

Pendleton. (2) an interview with Jack Riley, head of the Chicago DEA, who says there is 

a direct connection between drugs and guns: and the drug of choice is heroin. Mexico’s 

Sinaloa Cartel is the main source of the heroin and the leader of the cartel, Joaquin 

“Chapo” Guzman, is specifically targeting Chicago. Now, a multi-agency task force is 

vowing to take down the gangs that do his bidding. (3) heroin is making its way out of 

the inner city in suburbia. This is the story of the “Heroin Highway” where street gangs 

give safe passage to those from the suburbs into the city to purchase heroin. Interviewed: 

Paula Nixon, an addict; her mother P.J. Newberg; Pat O’Neil, Will County Coroner; 

James Lindbloom, former suburban drug dealer. (4) the story of one man’s fight to rid his 

street of drugs: for about a year, David Muhammad risked his life by videotaping heroin 

and crack sales on his street and posting them on to Youtube. His goal was to clean up his 

street. He did, but most of the dealers have just moved to another location. (5) tragedies 

like Hadiya Pendleton’s always attract attention.  That is not the case in the murder of 

another murdered teen, Porshe Foster, who was also the victim of gun violence. 

Interviewed: Garry McCarthy, Chicago Police Superintendent; Porshe Foster’s mother 

Bonita Foster and aunt, Demitria Rogers. (6) combating this war comes with a price: 

almost $1 million a week in police overtime. A spokesman for Mayor Rahm Emanuel 

says that this surge will continue. The DEA has seized millions of dollars of heroin but 

had yet to execute the type of big-time bust that will cripple the cartel’s hold on Chicago. 

Meanwhile, Paula Nixon completed rehab again, but is back on the streets. On-screen 

Text Graphics: the two men charged with the killing of Hadiya Pendleton have pleaded 

not guilty. No trial date has been set.  There has still be no arrest in the killing of Porshe 

Foster. (C: Maureen Maher, Armen Keteyian - P: Joshua Yager, Doug Longhini, Josh 

Gaynor, Kathleen O’Connell, Marcelena Spencer, Stephen A. McCain) 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS (continued) 

 

05/25/13 48 HOURS: “The Preacher’s Wife” (9:00-10:00p) - In April 2006, Matt Baker, a 

pastor from Waco, Texas, returned home to find his wife Kari unconscious, with an 

empty bottle of Unisom and a suicide note beside her.  Paramedics arrived within 

minutes, but it was too late.  Based on the note, the empty bottle of sleeping pills, and the 

fact that Kari was described as still struggling with the loss of her daughter Kassidy seven 

years ago, police ruled it a suicide.  In a county with no medical examiner, police 

described the case over the phone to a justice of the peace, who determined that no 

autopsy was needed.  Kari’s parents, Jim and Linda Dulin, had no choice but to believe 

Matt.  However, Linda’s sisters, Nancy, Kay, and Jennifer, and niece Lindsey believed 

otherwise.  Dubbed “Charlie’s Angels”, they began their own investigation.  After 

uncovering a possible motive, Linda hired Bill Johnston, a dogged former federal 

prosecutor; she had her daughter’s body exhumed and autopsied, and filed a wrongful 

death suit against Matt.  Five months after Kari’s death, the justice of the peace declared 

that her death was no longer classified as a suicide and police subsequently arrested and 

charged Matt with murder.  Believing Matt would be tried in criminal court, Linda 

dropped her wrongful death suit.  After six months, the district attorney still hadn’t taken  

Matt’s case to a grand jury -- a requirement under Texas law.  Linda eventually refiled 

the wrongful death suit, shortly before attorney Guy James Gray filed a successful motion 

to dismiss Matt’s criminal case, as a grand jury indictment had not been returned within 

180 days.  Matt Baker is no longer charged with any crime, though the district attorney 

continues to investigate and could refile criminal charges.  There is no statute of 

limitations for murder.  Update for the 06/09/09 rebroadcast: On March 25, 2009, a grand 

jury indicted Baker for the murder of his wife, after a surprise witness -- Vanessa Bulls, a 

girlfriend of his -- came forward and testified.  He will go on trial in September.  Graphic 

postscript: Baker was released from jail on $250,000 bond, pending trial. He’s again 

living in Kerrville, Texas, with his parents and daughters.  (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Lisa 

Freed, Gail Abbott Zimmerman)  (OAD: 05/10/08; 1st Rebroadcast: 06/09/09; 2nd 

Rebroadcast: 10/30/10; 3rd Rebroadcast: 07/30/11) 

 

05/25/13 48 HOURS: “Dirty Little Secrets” (10:00-11:00p) - a followup to “The Preacher’s 

Wife” (OAD: 05/10/08; 1st rebroadcast and update on 06/09/09; 2nd rebroadcast on 

10/30/10; 3rd rebroadcast on 07/30/11; 4th rebroadcast on 05/25/13).  In April 2006, Matt 

Baker, a pastor from Waco, Texas, returned home to find his wife Kari unconscious, with 

an empty bottle of Unisom and a suicide note beside her.  Based on the note, the empty 

bottle of sleeping pills, and the fact that Kari was described as still struggling with the 

loss of her daughter Kassidy seven years ago, police ruled it a suicide.  Linda Dulin, 

Kari’s mother, was convinced she had been murdered and set out to prove it by hiring 

attorney Bill Johnston and his team of investigators, who had Kari’s body exhumed and 

autopsied.  Five months after Kari’s death, the justice of the peace declared that her death 

was no longer classified as a suicide.  In September 2007, the police felt they had a 

homicide on their hands and Matt Baker was arrested and charged with murder. He was 

released on bond, thanks to attorney Guy James Gray, who took the case pro bono.  

However, six months later, assistant district attorney Crawford Long dropped the murder 

charges because the evidence was too speculative.  Unwilling to give up, Linda Dulin 

decided to again sue Matt for wrongful death.  Bill Johnston, assistant district attorney 

Long and prosecutor Susan Shafer continued to investigate.  Armed with new 

information and damning testimony provided to the grand jury by Vanessa Bulls, a 

woman long suspected of having an affair with Matt before Kari’s death, prosecutors 

were able to arrest Matt and charge him with murder.  At the trial, it was revealed that 

Matt told Vanessa how he planned to murder Kari, the reason why, and even the exact 

date, but Vanessa chose not to notify the authorities.  After seven hours of deliberation, 

the jury found Matt Baker guilty of first-degree murder.  He was sentenced to 65 years 

with the possibility of parole.  Matt still insists he did not kill his wife.  The Bakers’ 

daughters live with Matt’s parents, where they want to stay.  Kari’s parents are now 



 

 

fighting for custody of the girls. Onscreen graphics: In January a jury will decide who 

will get custody of Kari Baker’s daughters.  No charges will be filed against Vanessa 

Bulls.  After testifying, she lost her job as a teacher.  Matt Baker is appealing the verdict.  

Interviewed: Linda Dulin, Kari’s mother; Linda’s attorney Bill Johnston; Texas Ranger 

Matt Cawthon; Assistant District Attorney Crawford Long; prosecutor Susan Shafer; 

investigator Abdon Rodriguez; Guy James Gray, Matt Baker’s attorney; and Matt Baker. 

Updated text graphic for the 07/30/11 rebroadcast: Two weeks ago a jury awarded sole 

custody of the girls to Kari’s parents, Linda and Jim Dulin. The 05/25/13 Update: the 

Baker’s daughters now live with Kari’s parents. They do not want them to choose who to 

love, but to be happy teenagers. Updated text graphic for 05/25/13 rebroadcast: No 

charges will be files against Vanessa Bulls. Matt Baker lost all his state appeals. Now he 

plans to take his case to federal court.(C: Erin Moriarty - P: Lisa Freed, Gail Abbott 

Zimmerman)  (OAD: 10/30/10; 1st Rebroadcast: 07/30/11) 

 

BROOKLYN DA 
 

05/28/13 BROOKLYN DA - the first broadcast of a six-part documentary series focusing on an 

eclectic group of men and women in the Kings County District Attorney’s Office and 

their lives inside and outside of the courtroom.  Tonight’s topics, presented in an 

alternating, segmented format, include: (1) “Art Theft” - the implementation of a high-

tech undercover sting involving a famous art collection.  Narrator / profiled: Lawrence 

Oh, Assistant District Attorney, Bureau Chief, Rackets Division. Also includes comments 

by Michael Vecchione, Chief, Rackets Division, and Michael Seminara, supervising 

detective investigator, Rackets Division.  Segment Producer: Lisa Freed.  (2) “Human 

Trafficking” - the unforeseen complication of a case against an alleged pimp busted for 

human trafficking. Narrator / profiled: Kathleen Collins, Assistant District Attorney, 

Human Trafficking Unit. Also includes comments by Laura Neubauer, Executive 

Assistant District Attorney in charge of Human Trafficking; Vincent Del Giudice, judge, 

Kings County Supreme Court.  Segment Producer: Liza Finley. (3) “The Death of Officer 

Peter Figoski” - the search for the killer of Officer Figoski, who was gunned down 

responding to a 911 call. Narrator / profiled: Ken Taub, Deputy District Attorney, Chief, 

Homicide Bureau. Segment Producers: Ruth Chenetz, Elena DiFiore. 

 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL BROADCASTS 
 

05/19/13 60 MINUTES SPECIAL EDITION (8:00-9:00p) 

“A Long and Dangerous Journey” - a report on the largest child migration in modern 

times and the peril they face on the long and circuitous journey. In fear for their own 

safety in Afghanistan, in particular the Taliban, thousands of mostly Afghan boys are 

fleeing their war-torn country for Europe, in hopes of a better life. This segment shows 

most boys starting their journey in Greece with hopes of making it to Sweden as their 

final destination. Includes interviews with various Afghan boys: Ali Hassan, Wazir Gul, 

Hamed (real name undisclosed for security), Murtaza, and Hayat; and British 

photojournalist, Alixandra Fazzina. (C: Anderson Cooper - P: Ira Rosen, Gabrielle 

Schonder) 

“Lion Kings” - an interview / profile of National Geographic filmmakers Dereck and 

Beverly Joubert, who have been living for thirty years in Botswana, in the heart of 

southern Africa, filming Africa’s lions and other big cats.  (C: Lara Logan - P: Max 

McClellan) (OAD: 11/25/12 on 60 MINUTES) 

“Taylor Swift” - an interview / profile of 21-year-old singer-songwriter Taylor Swift, a 

success in both country and pop music.  Also includes comments by Bill Werde, editorial 

director of Billboard Magazine; Andrea Swift, Taylor’s mother; Scott Borchetta, CEO, 

Big Machine Records.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shari Finkelstein) (OAD: 11/20/11 on 60 

MINUTES) 

 

05/26/13 PREEMPTED for 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Killing Bin Laden” 



 

 

60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Killing Bin Laden” (7:00-8:00p) - the first interview 

with a retired Navy SEAL who was part of the team that carried out the raid on Osama 

bin Laden’s compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan, and who was in the room when bin 

Laden, the leader of al Qaeda and the world’s most wanted terrorist,  died from American 

bullets.  In the interview, “Mark Owen” (a pseudonym used for security) recalls each step 

of the mission and the preparation which he and the nation's elite force had made for it.  

“Mark Owen” has just written a book about this, entitled “No Easy Day”.  This interview 

is divided into four segments and comprises the whole hour.  (Parts I, II, IV: C: Scott 

Pelley - P: Henry Schuster; Pt. III: C: Scott Pelley - P: Henry Schuster, Rachael Kun 

Morehouse) (OAD: 09/09/12 on 60 MINUTES; 1st Rebroadcast: 02/24/13 on 60 

MINUTES PRESENTS: “Killing Bin Laden”) 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

06/02/13 Guests: Governor Mary Fall in (R-OK) (1); Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Senate Armed 

Services Committee (2); Senator Jack Reed (D-RI), Senate Armed Services Committee 

(3); Jill Abramson, Executive Editor, The New York Times (4); Bob Woodward, The 

Washington Post (4); Daniel Klaidman, National Political Correspondent, The Daily 

Beast (4); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (4); David Ignatius, The 

Washington Post (4) 

1) The current situation in the region around Oklahoma City, OK, due to this weekend’s 

violent tornadoes and storms, as well as an update on the recovery for the city and 

residents of Moore, OK 

2) Topics include: details of Senator McCain’s clandestine trip to Syria and his meeting 

with rebel forces / advice for the Obama administration regarding U.S. military tactics 

and strategic objective in Syria; opinion regarding the controversy surrounding Attorney 

General Eric Holder and the leaks investigation 

3) Topics include: praise for Senator McCain’s “dedication to duty and personal courage” 

/ Senator Reed’s opinion regarding Senator McCain’s assessment of the current 

conditions in Syria and his advice for the Obama administration / Senator Reed’s own 

opinion on what America’s policy should be; opinion regarding the controversy 

surrounding Attorney General Eric Holder and the leaks investigation 

4) Topics include: meeting held by Attorney General Eric Holder and the bureau chiefs of 

various news organizations to discuss the Justice Department’s handling of the scandals 

plaguing the Obama administration / reasons why CBS and The New York Times did not 

attend the meeting / details behind Mr. Klaidman’s interview with Attorney General 

Holder / opinions regarding the controversy surrounding Attorney General Eric Holder 

and the leaks investigation; scandals at the IRS concerning unwarranted staff 

expenditures, the targeting of politically conservative groups, as well as the claim of 

targeting by individuals who have donated to those groups; reaction to Senator McCain’s 

assessment of the current conditions in Syria and his advice for the Obama 

administration; current attitude of the Obama administration 

5) Face the Nation Flashback topic: the twenty-four year anniversary (June 3, 1989) of 

the violent crackdown by the Chinese government against the peaceful pro-democracy 

protesters in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square 

 

06/09/13 Guests: Debora Patta, CBS News (1); Representative Michael McCaul (R-TX), 

Chairman, House Committee on Homeland Security (2); Representative Elijah 

Cummings (D-MD), Ranking Member, Committee on Oversight and Government 

Reform (2); Senator Kelly Ayotte (R-NH), Senate Armed Services Committee (3); 

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY), Senate Armed Services Committee (4); Senator 

Jackie Speier (D-CA), Senate Armed Services Committee (4); Joseph Nye, Harvard 

University (5); David Sanger, The New York Times (5); Rajiv Chandrasekaran, The 

Washington Post (5); Margaret Brennan, CBS News State Department Correspondent (5) 

1) An update on the condition of former South African president Nelson Mandela, 

hospitalized overnight for a recurrent lung infection. 



 

 

2) Topics include: opinions from Representatives McCaul and Cummings regarding the 

latest disclosures in the National Security Administration (NSA) scandal, which involves 

the phone records of private citizens; the scandal at the IRS concerning the alleged 

targeting of politically conservative groups / Representative Cummings’ criticism of 

Representative Darrell Issa, chairman of the Committee on Oversight and Government 

Reform, for his accusations against the Obama administration; Representative McCaul’s 

support for a criminal inquiry related to the leaks investigation 

3) Topics include: Senator Ayotte’s decision to endorse the bipartisan immigration 

reform plan sponsored by the “Gang of Eight” in the Senate; thoughts on the NSA 

scandal ; President Obama’s decision to name Ambassador Susan Rice as his next 

national security adviser; recent Senate hearing with members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

over sexual assaults in the military 

4) Topics include: Senators Gillibrand and Speier’s participation in the hearing with 

members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff over sexual assaults in the military / proposed 

legislation to remove serious crimes, such as rape, murder, and sexual assault, away from 

the chain of command to trained military prosecutors  

5) Topics include: President Obama’s recent summit with Chinese President Xi Jinping; 

current situation in Syria; the NSA scandal 

6) Face the Nation Flashback topic: excerpts of an interview with Michigan Congressman 

John Dingell, who on Friday, became the longest-serving member of Congress in history 

-- a record fifty-seven years, five months, and twenty-six days. 

 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

06/16/13 Guests: Denis McDonough, White House chief of staff (1); Representative Mike Rogers 

(R-MI) Chairman, House Intelligence Committee (2); Barton Gellman, The Washington 

Post, The Century Foundation (3); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal (3); David 

Corn, Mother Jones (3); Rick Stengel, TIME Magazine (3) 

1) Topics include: the question of whether, in the light of recent disclosures, the National 

Security Agency is encroaching on Americans’ privacy; comparison to a seemingly 

similar controversy in 2004; achieving a balance between protecting privacy and 

protecting national security; the claims of Edward Snowden, the former national security 

contractor now accused of espionage / Iran’s newly elected president and the question of 

Iran’s nuclear program / U.S. considerations in sending some arms help to the Syrian 

rebels / overtures from North Korea for direct high-level talks / President Obama’s 

upcoming trip to Africa 

2) Topics include: need for the Obama administration to present a comprehensive case to 

Congress for arming the Syrian rebels / the legality of the NSA surveillance programs / 

the IRS scandal and the question of a White House connection 

3) Topics include: the main questions and implications posed by Barton Gellman’s article 

in the Washington Post about the NSA surveillance program / the need for informed 

Congressional oversight of secret government protocols / the changing social norms 

about privacy / the election of a moderate as president of Iran / U.S. interests and the 

arming of the Syrian rebels 

 

06/23/13 Guests: Kevin O’Flynn, Global Reporters Network (1); Bob Orr, CBS News Justice 

Correspondent (2) (6); Major Garrett, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent (2) 

(6); Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), Chairwoman, Senate Select Committee on 

Intelligence (3); Senator Bob Corker (R-TN), Ranking Member, US Senate Committee 

on Foreign Relations (4); Senator Jeff Sessions (R-AL), Senate Committee on the 

Judiciary (5); Bobby Ghosh, TIME magazine (6); Gerald Seib, The Wall Street Journal 

(6); Susan Page, USA Today (6); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (6) 

1) NSA leaker Edward Snowden’s arrival at the airport in Moscow, Russia 

2) The latest developments in the United States’ case against NSA leaker Edward 

Snowden, as he attempts to gain political asylum in Venezuela or Ecuador 



 

 

3) Topics include: the decision made by authorities in Hong Kong to ignore the United 

States’ extradition request and allow Edward Snowden to leave / criticism of Mr. 

Snowden / damage done by Mr. Snowden in revealing “a program which has worked 

well and disrupted terrorist plots”  

4) Topics include: NSA leaker Edward Snowden; Senator Corker’s role in attaching an 

amendment regarding border security to the Gang of Eight’s immigration bill 

5) Reasons behind Senator Sessions’ opposition to the proposed immigration legislation 

and the Corker amendment 

6) Topics include: update on the Snowden case / puzzled reaction of Hong Kong 

authorities to Mr. Snowden’s decision to come to Hong Kong / poll results detailing the 

American public’s opinion of Mr. Snowden / Republican and Democrat alignment in 

their negative opinion of Mr. Snowden / speculation as to how much information Mr. 

Snowden stole / assessment of the damage done to U.S. security; Senate immigration bill 

/ the Corker amendment; the Obama administration’s position on Syria and the arming of 

the Syrian rebels; perception that the FBI is not putting much emphasis on the IRS 

investigation, due to the other controversies facing the Obama administration 

7) Face the Nation Flashback topic: the historical significance of the speeches made in 

Berlin, Germany by former Presidents Kennedy and Reagan 

 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

06/30/13 Guests: Clarissa Ward, CBS News Foreign Correspondent (1); General Michael Hayden, 

former Director, National Security Agency (NSA), former Director, Central Intelligence 

Agency (CIA) (2); Ted Olson, former Solicitor General of the United States, former 

President George W. Bush administration (3); Tony Perkins, Family Research Council 

(4); State Senator Wendy Davis (R-TX) (5); Jan Crawford, CBS News Chief Legal 

Correspondent (6); James Peterson, Lehigh University (6); Ben Jealous, President, 

NAACP (6); Michael Gerson, The Washington Post (6); Fernando Espuelas, Univision 

Radio Network (6) 

1) An update on the current situation in Cairo, as people protest against Egyptian 

president Mohammed Morsi. 

2) Topics include: latest developments in the National Security Agency (NSA) story / 

belief that President Obama should be more aggressive in pursuing NSA leaker Edward 

Snowden / examples of the damage done by Mr. Snowden / investigation of former Joint 

Chiefs of Staff vice chair James Cartwright for allegedly leaking classified information / 

call for the U.S. government to release more information about its surveillance programs 

/ article in The Washington Post on the perceived collaboration of judges at the Foreign 

Intelligence Surveillance Court and the government in data collection approvals 

3) Topics include: two rulings by the Supreme Court on same-sex marriage -- one that 

knocked down California's ban, Proposition 8, and another decision that struck down key 

provisions in the 17-year-old federal Defense of Marriage Act / Mr. Olson’s role as the 

lead attorney arguing against California’s Proposition 8 / reasons for his support of 

marriage equality 

4) Topics include: reaction to the Supreme Court’s rulings on same-sex marriage / 

reasons for Mr. Perkins’ opposition to same-sex marriage / plan to use a "containment 

strategy", by working to keep same-sex marriage illegal in the thirty-seven states that 

currently have laws or constitutional amendments banning it 

5) Topics include: reaction to criticism from Texas Governor Rick Perry, following 

Senator Davis’ eleven-hour-long filibuster to stop sweeping new abortion restrictions 

from passing in the Texas Senate / belief that this issue is being used by politicians “to 

boost their own political aspirations” 

6) Topics include: increase in country-wide legislation seeking to impose restrictions on 

abortion rights; Supreme Court’s decision on the Voting Rights Act; Congress’ work on 

immigration reform / relationship between Hispanic voters and the Republican Party; Mr. 



 

 

Jealous’ reaction to New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s most recent comment 

on that city’s stop and frisk program; the NSA leaks story 

7) Face the Nation Flashback topic: the role CBS News interns play in getting the printed 

decisions handed down by the Supreme Court to the waiting reporters outside 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

06/02/13 “Breakthrough” - a report on a scientific advance that has enabled quadriplegic Jan 

Scheuermann to control and direct a computerized robotic arm simply by using her 

thoughts, which were relayed to the arm by two sensors which had been surgically placed 

directly on her brain and then connected to the robotic arm. Includes interviews with: Jan 

Scheuermann; Andy Schwartz, neuroscientist, University of Pittsburgh; Dr. Geoffrey 

Ling, neurologist, program manager of the U.S. Defense Department’s Revolutionizing 

Prosthetics program; Michael McLoughlin, electrical engineer, Johns Hopkins 

University, Maryland; Dr. Elizabeth Tyler-Kabara, neurosurgeon, University of 

Pittsburgh; Johnny Matheny, cancer victim / amputee; Dr. Albert Chi, neurosurgeon, 

University of Pittsburgh.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Denise Schrier Cetta) (See also: “Brain 

Power” (OAD: 11/02/08); and “The DEKA Arm” (OAD:  04/12/09)) (OAD: 12/30/12) 

“Stealing History” - a report on the theft of precious historical artifacts from our 

National Archives, and what is being done to combat this.  The report focuses on Barry 

Landau, a conman who posed as a “presidential historian” and stole thousands of items 

from various archives.  Includes interviews with: Rod Rosenstein, U.S. Attorney; Paul 

Brachfeld, inspector general of the National Archives; Pat Anderson, director, Maryland 

Historical Society; Mitch Yockelson, Archival Recovery Team agent.  (C: Bob Simon - 

P: Katherine Davis) (OAD: 10/28/12) 

"Dame Maggie" - an interview / profile of British actress Dame Maggie Smith, now 

appearing in Downton Abbey, the popular PBS series.  Also includes comments by 

actor/director Dustin Hoffman; and by Julian Fellowes, writer and creator of Downton 

Abbey. (C: Steve Kroft - P: Deirdre Naphin Curran) (OAD: 02/17/13) 

 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

06/09/13 “The Cost of Admission” - a report on allegations that Health Management Associates, 

a for-profit hospital chain, pressured its doctors to admit patients regardless of their 

medical needs in order to increase their revenues, nearly half of which last year came 

from Medicare and Medicaid programs. Includes interviews with: Nancy Alford, former 

director of case management, HMA hospital in Mesquite, Texas; Drs. Jeff Hamby, Cliff 

Cloonan, and Scott Rankin, all former HMA doctors; John Vollmer, former HMA 

executive vice president (footage); Alan Levine, HMA executive vice president; Paul 

Meyer, former HMA director of compliance.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Michael Rey, Sam 

Hornblower, Oriana Zill de Granados) (OAD: 12/02/12) 

“Justice Sotomayor” - the first broadcast interview with U.S. Supreme Court Justice 

Sonia Sotomayor.  The daughter of Puerto Rican immigrants, she is the first Hispanic on 

the Court.  She discusses her life and career, including the role that affirmative action 

played. Includes brief comments by her mother, Celina Sotomayor.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: 

Henry Schuster) (OAD: 01/13/13) 

“God’s Architect” - a report on a unique church, the Sagrada Familia in Barcelona, 

Spain. The Sagrada Familia has been under construction for more than 130 years since 

architect Antoni Gaudi started working on it in 1883. Long after his death, builders are 

using modern technology to realize the master architect’s vision. Includes interviews 

with: Gijs Van Hensbergen, Gaudi biographer; Jordi Bonet, chief architect of the church; 

Etsuro Sotoo, Japanese sculptor at the church; Mark Burry, lead architect at the church. 

(C: Lara Logan - P: Max McClellan, Reuben Heyman-Kantor) (OAD: 03/10/13) 

 



 

 

06/16/13 “The Super Cartel” - a report on how Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 

agents and Colombian police brought down a huge Colombian drug cartel, a Bogota-

based operation that was supplying forty-two percent of the Colombian cocaine in the 

U.S. Includes interviews with: Luis Sierra, ICE Special Agent; Steve Kleppe, ICE Agent, 

Colombia; and an unidentified (identity-concealed) ICE agent. (C: Lara Logan - P: 

Howard L. Rosenberg) (OAD: 11/18/12) 

“Luxottica: Sticker Shock” - a report on Luxottica, the Italian eyewear company which 

is the world’s largest manufacturer of optical frames and sunglasses.  The company’s 

properties include the sunglasses brands Ray-Ban and Oakley; the retail chains 

LensCrafters, Pearle Vision, and Sunglass Hut; they run Target Optical and Sears 

Optical; and they own EyeMed, the nation’s second largest vision-care plan.  Includes 

interviews with: Luxottica CEO Andrea Guerra; Isabella Sola, Luxottica’s product 

manager; Mark Weikel, president of LensCrafters; Brett Arends, columnist for 

Smartmoney.com. (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shachar Bar-On) (OAD: 10/07/12) 

“Barca” - a report on Barca, the professional soccer team of Barcelona, Spain, and the 

training system of La Masia, its youth academy, which has produced many gifted players.  

Includes interviews with: John Carlin, Spanish football columnist; Barca players Cesc 

Fabergas, Gerard Pique, Lionel Messi; and Sandro Rosell, president of the club. (C: Bob 

Simon - P: Michael H. Gavshon) (OAD: 01/06/13) See also “Messi”, OAD: 01/09/13 on 

60 MINUTES SPORTS (on SHOWTIME) 

 

06/23/13 “Evidence of Innocence” - a report on the case of Michael Morton, wrongfully 

convicted for the murder of his wife in 1986 and then, after having served twenty-five 

years in prison, exonerated by DNA testing last year. His prosecutor, Williamson County 

(Texas) District Attorney Ken Anderson, is now being investigated for withholding 

crucial evidence during the trial -- evidence that would have acquitted Morton. Includes 

interviews with: Michael Morton; John Raley, Houston (Texas) attorney; Barry Scheck, 

attorney, The Innocence Project; Eric Nichols, lawyer for Ken Anderson. This 

rebroadcast includes a brief update at the conclusion of the segment. (C: Lara Logan - P: 

Andy Court, Anya Bourg) (OAD: 03/25/12) 

“Crackdown in Russia” - a report on Pussy Riot, the Russian female punk protest band, 

who angered Russian authorities after they staged an anti-Vladimir Putin rally in 

Moscow’s largest Orthodox church prior to President Putin’s re-election. Two members 

were sent to labor camps, two are in hiding, and Katya Samutsevich is the only member 

willing to speak publicly and without the group’s trademark mask -- a balaclava. Includes 

interviews with: Katya Samutsevich, band member; Garry Kasparov, chess master; 

Sergei Markov, a political spokesman for Putin; Pyotr Verzilov, husband of imprisoned 

band member Nadia Tolokonnikova; and disguised band member referred to as “Kot”. 

(C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shachar Bar-On, Alexandra Poolos) (OAD: 03/24/13) 

“Design Thinking” - an interview / profile of product design innovator David Kelley, 

and his Silicon Valley company, IDEO.  His philosophy of mindfully incorporating 

human behavior into design has resulted in the creation of some of the world’s most 

iconic products, like the stand-up toothpaste tube and the computer mouse for Apple. (C: 

Charlie Rose - P. Katherine Davis) (OAD: 01/06/13) 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

06/30/13 “Sheryl Sandberg” - an interview / profile of Sheryl Sandberg, former Google executive 

and current Chief Operating Officer (COO) of Facebook, the social media company. Her 

book, “Lean In”, speaks of the feminist movement which she claims has stalled, and her 

hopes of women taking on leadership roles. Includes an interview with: Dave Goldberg, 

Sheryl’s husband. (C: Norah O’Donnell - P: Tanya Simon, Deirdre Naphin Curran) 

(OAD: 03/10/13) 

“McCullough” - Part one of a two-part interview with popular author and historian 

David McCullough, who discusses, among other topics, Harry Truman, negative political 



 

 

campaigning, and the genesis in Philadelphia of the American Revolution. (C: Morley 

Safer - P: David Browning) (OAD: 11/04/12) 

“McCullough” - Part two of a two-part interview with popular author and historian 

David McCullough, who discusses, among other topics, the influence of Paris upon the 

young Americans who visited the city after the founding of the U.S., including Samuel 

Morse, Augustus Saint-Gaudens, and Charles Sumner.  Includes footage of McCullough 

in conversation with actress Olivia de Havilland.  McCullough also talks about the 

construction and the meaning of the Brooklyn Bridge. (C: Morley Safer - P: David 

Browning) (OAD: 11/11/12) 

 

48 HOURS 
 

06/01/13 48 HOURS: “fugitive@hotmail.com” (9:00-10:00p) - a report on the three-year 

international manhunt and eventual capture of Dr. Yazeed “Yaz” Essa, a Cleveland 

doctor accused of murdering his wife, Rosemarie.  In February 2005, Rosemarie, the 

mother of Essa’s two children, was in a minor car accident.  She suffered no physical 

injuries, but she passed out and shortly afterwards died in a Cleveland hospital.  Her best 

friend, Eva McGregor, voiced her own suspicion that Essa had tampered with the calcium 

supplements that Rosemarie had taken on the morning of her death.  Weeks later, tests of 

the calcium tablets proved that she had died of cyanide poisoning.  Police went to charge 

Essa, but he had fled from the U.S. to Canada and eventually to Beirut, Lebanon, where 

he hid, knowing that he could not be extradited back to the U.S.  In October 2006, he 

went to Cyprus, a country that does have an extradition treaty with the U.S.  Interpol and 

the FBI alerted the Cyprus police that Essa was traveling under an alias; he was 

apprehended at the Larnaca airport and brought in for questioning and fingerprinting.  His 

true identity was established, and he was arrested for using a doctored passport and held 

in a Cyprus prison.  He fought extradition for two years but was returned to the U.S.  In 

January 2010 his trial began.  His protector in the Middle East and Essa’s brother, Firas, 

both testified that Essa had told them that he had killed his wife by putting cyanide in her 

calcium pills.  He was found guilty of aggravated murder and sentenced to life in prison 

with the possibility of parole in twenty years.  Onscreen graphic at conclusion: The Essa 

family has asked to visit the children.  For now, Rosemarie’s family won’t allow it.  After 

the trial, the children were told that their father killed their mother.  They haven’t asked 

about him since.  Includes interviews with: FBI Special Agent Phil Torsney; Leila Atassi, 

reporter, Cleveland Plain Dealer; Dominic DiPuccio, Rosemarie’s brother; Dr. Bob 

Khadar, Essa’s best friend; Firas Essa, Essa’s brother; Alexandra Herrera, Essa’s ex-

girlfriend; Julie DiPuccio, Rosemarie’s sister-in-law; Stephen Bradley, defense attorney; 

Detective Gary McKee; Jamal Khalife, Essa’s protector in the Middle East; Nayla Souki, 

Essa’s girlfriend in Beirut; Sergeant Mario Ioannou, Larnaca (Cyprus) Police; Matt 

Meyer, prosecutor; Ana Feralia, prosecutor; Mark Marein, defense attorney.  On screen 

text graphic update for the 06/25/11 Rebroadcast: While in prison Essa attempted to 

sneak in a woman posing as his attorney.  In May, the Cuyahoga County Court rejected 

Essa’s appeal.  On screen text graphic update for the 06/01/13 Rebroadcast: Rosie’s 

brother says her children are thriving in his family. They do not ask about their father. 

While in prison Essa attempted to sneak in a woman posing as his attorney. He was 

moved to maximum security. All of Yazeed Essa’s appeals have been rejected.  (C: Troy 

Roberts - P: Joshua Yager, Jonathan Leach)  (OAD: 10/09/10; 1st Rebroadcast: 06/25/11) 

 

 

48 HOURS (continued) 

 

06/01/13 48 HOURS: “The Preacher’s Passion” (10:00-11:00p) - Felicia Tang was an actress 

and model in Hollywood, CA. Her boyfriend, Brian Randone, was an inspirational 

preacher and one-time reality show contestant. Two months after they met in Las Vegas, 

Tang was living in Randone’s Los Angeles home. After a night of passion, Tang was 

dead. On the morning of September 11, 2009, Randone summoned police because Tang 



 

 

wasn’t breathing. He maintained she overdosed on the drug GHB (Gamma 

hydroxybutyric), which they both took before going to bed. However, police didn’t buy 

the story. Police believed he beat Tang to death because they counted some 320 bruises, 

lacerations and abrasions on her body. The medical examiner who did the autopsy on 

Tang believes the bruising on her face and bite mark on her tongue were a result of 

Tang’s struggle to breathe. Randone was charged with her murder and after prosecutors 

saw her body, they added another charge: torture. On November 14, 2011, two years after 

Tang’s death, the trial began in a Pasadena courtroom. Prosecutors tried to prove 

Randone caused Tang’s death, but the defense painted Tang as a drug addict and said she 

died of an overdose. The defense called former San Diego Deputy Medical Examiner Dr. 

Harry Bonnell to the stand. Dr. Bonnell said homicide is impossible in this case because 

the PEA (pulseless electrical activity) found in Felicia’s body proves it. He went on to tell 

the jury there is no PEA in smothering victims and the causes of PEA are drugs or blood 

volume loss. Prosecution was denied the opportunity to rebut Dr. Bonnell’s testimony. 

The jury came up with the verdict of not guilty of torture and not guilty of murder. Jurors, 

who did not want their names to appear on the episode, claimed Dr. Bonnell’s testimony 

was crucial in declaring Randone not guilty. Several medical examiners “48 HOURS” 

consulted made clear they would have testified that Dr. Bonnell was incorrect, and PEA 

is possible in smothering. On screen text graphic: Brian Randone is suing various Los 

Angeles County law enforcement agencies for $21 million for false arrest, wrongful 

imprisonment, and emotional distress.  Interviewed: Brian Randone, Felicia Tang’s 

boyfriend; Detective Richard Doney; Detective Brian Schoonmaker; Christina (no last 

name), Felicia’s best friend; Mike Ferrara, DSport Magazine; Patty and Terry Randone, 

Brian’s parents; Mark Overland, Brian’s defense attorney; Trinka Porrata, Ret. LAPD 

narcotics officer; Dr. Harry Bonnell, Fmr. San Diego Deputy Medical Examiner.  (C: 

Maureen Maher - P: Chuck Stevenson, Greg Fisher, Sarah Prior) (OAD: 10/20/12) 

 

06/08/13 48 HOURS: “A Fatal Attraction” (9:00-10:00p) - Joanne Witt, a 47-year old engineer 

in El Dorado Hills, California was stabbed to death while she was sleeping on Thursday, 

June 11, 2009. One month prior to her death Joanne found her 14-year old daughter Tylar 

Witt in a compromising situation with 19-year old Stephen Colver. Joanne was a single 

mother and along the way had lost control of Tylar, but exposing her daughter’s 

relationship with Stephen would prove to be their last fight. Joanne tried to stop the 

relationship once she was aware of it, but the couple denied any wrongdoing. When 

Joanne discovered Tylar’s diary detailing the sexual encounters between the couple, she 

went straight to authorities, and an investigation was opened.  Prosecutor Lissette Suder, 

in conjunction with Stephen’s defense attorney Dain Weiner and Tylar’s lawyer Mark 

Ralphs, outlined the unfolding sequence of events. Tylar and Stephen were afraid of 

statutory rape charges and after Joanne was dead they decided to rent a hotel room for the 

night in San Francisco. Stephen and Tylar wrote suicide notes, and ate rat poison hoping 

to die together. When the rat poison didn’t work they were on the run until local police 

officers turned them in. Tylar ended up turning on Stephen once prosecutors got involved 

and at his trial, she testified against him. In the end Stephen was sentenced to life in 

prison without parole, and Tylar pleaded guilty to 2nd degree murder, receiving 15 years 

to life.  On screen text graphic: Tylar Witt is not eligible for parole until 2024; she will 

be 29 years old. On screen text graphic for the 07/03/12 Rebroadcast: Tylar Witt is 

not eligible for parole until 2024. She will be 29 years old. Steven Colver has filed an 

appeal.  On screen text graphic for 06/08/13 Rebroadcast: Tylar Witt is not eligible for 

parole until 2014. She will be 29 years old. Norb and Judie Will, Tylar’s grandparents, 

write to her often but do not visit her in prison. Steven Colver has filed an appeal.  

Interviewed: prosecutor Lissette Suder; Stephen Colver’s lawyer, Dain Weiner; Mark 

Ralphs, Tylar Witt’s attorney; Joanne Witt’s parents, Norb and Judi Witt; Joanne Witt’s 

friends, Roxanna Jurgett and Vinnie Catapano; Stephen Colver’s mother, Jan Colver.  (C: 

Richard Schlesinger - P: Ira Sutow, Sue McHugh, Avi Cohen) (OAD: 01/28/12; 1st 

Rebroadcast: 07/03/12) 

 



 

 

 

48 HOURS (continued) 

 

06/08/13 48 HOURS: “Secrets of the River” (10:00-11:00p) - Mackenzie Cowell was a high 

school senior and aspiring model who was studying at a beauty school when she made a 

dinner date with her father, Reid, in February 2010. Mackenzie never made dinner, and 

Reid received a call from police saying his daughter’s car was found abandoned on a 

ranch, 40 miles from their home in Wenatchee, Washington. Four days later Mackenzie 

was found dead along the banks of the Columbia River. She had been strangled, stabbed 

and beaten. Investigators looked at a list of potential suspects, including her boyfriend, 

who failed part of a lie-detector test, though he had a solid alibi. They talked to her 

parents, who had gone through a bitter divorce. And police talked to her mother’s 

boyfriend, with whom she had tangled with in the past. Liz Reid, a police informant, 

came forward claiming to have seen the actual murder on videotape -- shot by the killers.  

However as the task force began to investigate this, a tip came in about Chris Wilson, a 

classmate of Mackenzie’s from the Academy of Hair Design. After police linked DNA at 

the crime scene to Wilson, he was charged with her murder. Wilson claimed he was 

innocent and his mother hired attorney John Henry Browne.  Police dismissed Liz Reid’s 

story after she changed it several times and they did not find a video. When the task force 

searched the apartment that Wilson lived in during the time of the murder, they found a 

stain which tested positive for Mackenzie’s DNA. Prior to the trial, D.A. Gary Reisen 

made Wilson an offer -- plead guilty to manslaughter and serve only six-and-half years in 

prison -- but Wilson turned it down and the trial began. Fearing an unfair trial after the 

jury questionnaires came back believing Wilson was guilty, Chris Wilson accepted a new 

plea deal -- fourteen years in prison in exchange for agreeing to these words: “...I also did 

recklessly cause the death of Mackenzie Cowell by strangulation and by stabbing her 

with a knife”.  Chris Wilson believes he was framed by law enforcement.  On screen text 

graphic: Christopher Wilson may be eligible for release from prison in 2023. He will be 

42 years old. Former police informant Liz Reid recently received a scholarship to attend 

the University of Washington.  Update for the 06/08/13 rebroadcast: Less than a year 

after the plea deal, Wilson filed a motion to withdraw the guilty plea, stating he did not 

fully understand the consequences of how much time he would spend in prison.  On 

screen text graphic for 06/08/13 rebroadcast: Late yesterday, an appeals judge denied 

Wilson’s motion to withdraw his guilty plea. He said Wilson provided no evidence he 

misunderstood the plea deal he signed. Chris Wilson’s earliest possible release date 

remains August 2023. He will be 42 years old.  Interviewed: Reid Cowell, Mackenzie’s 

father; Sandy Francis, Reid’s fiancee; Joaquin Villasano, Mackenzie’s boyfriend; 

Detective John Kruse, Wenatchee Police Dept.; Robbin Wagg, Douglas County Chief 

Deputy; Liz Reid, police informant; Wendy Cowell, Mackenzie’s mother; Christopher 

Wilson, Mackenzie’s classmate; Jefferson Robbins, investigative reporter, The 

Wenatchee World, CBS News consultant; Kathleen Zornes, Wilson’s mother; Amelia 

Savage, Wilson’s best friend; John Henry Browne, Wilson’s attorney; Emma Scanlon, 

Wilson’s attorney; Gary Reisen, prosecutor; Emmanuel “Buddah” Cerros, accused by Liz 

Reid of Mackenzie’s murder.  (C: Peter Van Sant - P: James Stolz) (OAD: 11/10/12) 

 

06/15/13 48 HOURS: “The Accuser” - a followup to “Dream Killer” (OAD: 02/18/06) and “The 

Lost Night” (OAD: 03/26/11). Correspondent Erin Moriarty and the 48 HOURS team 

have been investigating the murder of sports editor Kent Heitholt and the bizarre 

circumstances that have put Ryan Ferguson in prison for the crime. Heitholt was found 

bludgeoned and strangled in 2001. Two years later, police got a tip that Charles Erickson 

had told a friend that he and Ryan Ferguson may have committed the crime because they 

were out drinking the night of the murder and had decided to rob someone, but his 

memory of the incident was foggy. Based on Erickson’s confession, both were arrested 

and tried for murder.  During the trial, Erickson offered key details in his testimony that 

were not part of his initial confession. Both were found guilty. Ryan Ferguson received a 

forty year sentence. Ferguson’s father’s unceasing efforts to prove his son’s innocence 



 

 

led to the discovery of evidence contradicting Erickson’s story. Then Jerry Trump, a trial 

witness, recanted his testimony. With the assistance of attorney Kathleen Zellner, a new 

hearing was secured. Then Erickson’s story changed again. He agreed to speak 

exclusively to 48 HOURS to reveal new details about how his confession put both men in 

prison. He said he has lied before and exonerated Ryan Ferguson, but his new version of 

the story also had its problems. Jerry Trump said he felt pressured to lie during the trial 

and was haunted by his testimony. The appeal commenced. It was denied; the judge sided 

with the Missouri attorney general and said that Erickson was far more credible seven 

years ago than he is today. The conviction stands.  On screen text graphic: Kathleen 

Zellner has appealed this latest decision. It’s Ryan Ferguson’s thirteenth attempt to 

overturn his conviction.  Update for the 06/15/13 rebroadcast: The case caught the eye 

of one of the owners of the Los Angeles Rams inspiring him to produce a feature 

documentary. On screen text graphic for the 06/15/13 rebroadcast: Ryan Ferguson is 

appealing the judge’s decision. Ferguson also applied to the governor of Missouri for a 

pardon. The request is being considered.  Interviewed: Ryan Ferguson; his father, Bill 

Ferguson; the accused Chuck Erickson; sports writer Michael Boyd; janitor/witness 

Shawna Ornt; attorney Kathleen Zellner; forensic pathologist Dr. Larry Blum. (C: Erin 

Moriarty - P: Gail Abbott Zimmerman) (OAD: 02/23/13) (See also: 48 HOURS 

MYSTERY: “Dream Killer”, OAD: 02/18/06; and 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Lost 

Night”, OAD: 03/26/11, which is a followup to “Dream Killer”) 

 

48 HOURS (continued) 

 

06/22/13 48 HOURS: “Lina’s Heart” - Lina Kaufman was a married mother of two when one 

morning her husband found her in the bathroom, slumped over a magazine rack. Adam 

Kaufman called 911 and unsuccessfully tried to revive her. Lina’s death gripped 

Aventura, Florida because she was 33-years-old when she died in 2007, and the 

circumstances around her death were strange. For eighteen months, Adam says he 

badgered the Dade County, Florida medical examiner’s office seeking a conclusive 

explanation for his wife’s death. They thought she may have had an allergic reaction to a 

spray tan, but in April 2009, Adam was charged with killing his wife by “mechanical 

asphyxiation”. The trial began in May 2012 and the prosecution led the jury to believe the 

couple had an unhappy marriage, and fought the morning of Lina’s death. Adam’s 

defense no longer blamed Lina’s death on her spray tan because there wasn’t enough 

evidence to support it, and instead they attacked what they believed to be a botched 

investigation by the police. There was bruising and abrasions found on Lina’s arms and 

legs and the defense said this was from Lina being moved from room to room by 

firefighters, and not a struggle with Adam. Moreover the defense said Lina died of 

natural causes and undiagnosed heart failure, more specifically acute and chronic 

myocarditis. Adam himself, and Lina’s mother, Frida Aizman, both testified about Lina’s 

prior fainting spells.  Frida Aizman shared her support and love for Adam while on the 

stand. After eight hours, the jury reached a verdict of not guilty. On screen text graphic: 

Adam Kaufman plans to write a book about his ordeal. Interviewed: Adam Kaufman, 

Lina’s husband; Seth Kaufman, Adam’s twin brother; Elaine Kaufman, Adam’s mother; 

Frida Aizman, Lina’s mother; Melissa Fedowitz and Jennifer Ben Sadon, Lina’s friends; 

Kathleen Hoague, prosecutor; Michael Castro, first responder; Kimberly Burk, 

paramedic; Bill Matthewman, defense attorney; Al Milian, defense attorney; Anna 

Howell, crime scene technician; Joe Mansfield, prosecutor; Dr. Gregory Davis, medical 

examiner.  (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Lisa Freed) (OAD: 10/27/12) 

 

06/29/13 48 HOURS: “The Hunt for Mr. Wright” - a report on George Wright, who was 

sentenced to prison for the 1962 murder of New Jersey service station owner Walter 

Patterson, and who after spending 8 years in prison, escaped, and spent 40 years on the 

run from the authorities. This report follows a five-decade search of the task force 

comprised of the FBI, U.S. Marshals and New Jersey Department of Corrections officers 

as they searched the world for him, and Ann Patterson’s fight to bring her father’s killer 



 

 

to justice. In 1962, George Wright and Walter McGhee pleaded no contest to the murder 

of Walter Patterson, who was beaten and shot during a robbery at his Wall Township, NJ, 

Esso station. McGhee got life became the fatal bullet matched his gun; Wright got 15-30 

years. Eight years later, George Wright escaped from jail. In 1972, dressed as a priest, 

Wright smuggled a gun on an airplane as part of an elaborate hijack plot to hijack the 

airplane with members of a black militant movement. They demanded $1 million, one of 

the largest ransoms for a hijacking at that time. The hijackers also wanted a flight to 

Algeria, which they got, and George Wright disappeared again. He successfully dodged 

authorities and drifted around France, Germany and Portugal, until he found the perfect 

place to hide, the tiny west African country of Guinea Bissau. And unbelievably, he did 

good deeds and helped the poor while there, marrying the daughter of an influential 

Portuguese general and fathering two children. To many, his criminal past was an open 

secret. He lived there 13 years, eventually getting citizenship under an assumed name, 

Jose Luis Jorge Dos Santos. After almost 50 years, the task force hit paydirt and in 2011, 

George Wright was cornered in a Lisbon cafe. But the victory was short-lived: 

Portuguese authorities dismissed the U.S. demand for extradition, claiming that despite 

his phony identification, Wright was a Portuguese citizen and they were not obligated to 

turn him over. Last summer, with no obvious way to bring him to justice, the Patterson 

family made an appeal on Capitol Hill for help. And now, it seems that George Wright 

has disappeared again.  On screen text graphic: The Justice Department says it did not 

pursue further appeals in this case. Updated on screen text graphics for the 06/29/13 

rebroadcast: The U.S. government says it will continue to pursue the extradition of 

George Wright to face justice in the United States.  Interviewed: Ann Patterson and her 

daughters Jackie and Terry; R. J. Gallagher, retired FBI agent; Dan Klotz, U.S. Marshall; 

Rick Cope, NJ Department of Corrections; Walter McGhee, accomplice; Mike Finkel, 

GQ magazine writer, who interviewed George Wright, who is heard on tape from the 

interview; Capt. William May, pilot of hijacked Delta Airlines flight; Elaine Ottevaere, 

passenger on hijacked plane; Curtis Reed, Guinea Bisseau aid worker; Hannes 

Stegemann and Pedro Dalman, both who knew Wright in Guinea Bisseau; John Blacken, 

former U.S. Ambassador to Guinea Bisseau (1986-1989); Jonathan Winer, former State 

Department official. (C: Susan Spencer - P: Joshua Yager, Mead Stone, Jonathan Leach) 

(OAD: 12/01/12) 

 

 

BROOKLYN DA 
 

06/04/13 BROOKLYN DA - the second broadcast of a six-part news documentary series focusing 

on an eclectic group of men and women in the Kings County (Brooklyn, NY) District 

Attorney’s Office and their lives inside and outside of the courtroom.  Tonight’s topics, 

presented in an alternating, segmented format, include: (1) “The Death of Officer Peter 

Figoski” - the conclusion of the case against the killer of Officer Figoski, who was found 

guilty and sentenced to prison.  Narrator / profiled: Ken Taub, Deputy District Attorney, 

Chief, Homicide Bureau. Segment Producers: Ruth Chenetz, Elena DiFiore.  (2) “Art 

Theft” - the continuing implementation of a high-tech undercover sting involving a 

famous art collection.  Narrator / profiled: Lawrence Oh, Assistant District Attorney, 

Bureau Chief, Rackets Division. Also includes comments by Michael Vecchione, Chief, 

Rackets Division.  Segment Producer: Lisa Freed.  (3) “Deadly Surgery” - the successful 

pursuance of a grand jury indictment of a doctor who performed a liposuction procedure 

on a former model, resulting in her death.  Narrator / profiled: Michael Vecchione, Chief, 

Rackets Division.  Segment Producer: Susan Mallie. 

 

06/11/13 BROOKLYN DA - the third broadcast of a six-part news documentary series focusing 

on an eclectic group of men and women in the Kings County (Brooklyn, NY) District 

Attorney’s Office and their lives inside and outside of the courtroom.  Tonight’s topics 

include: (1) “Art Theft” - the conclusion of the high-tech art heist sting, subsequent arrest 

and eventual indictment of an alleged art thief.  Narrator / profiled: Lawrence Oh, 



 

 

Assistant District Attorney, Bureau Chief, Rackets Division. Also includes comments by 

Michael Vecchione, Chief, Rackets Division; and Detective Investigator Patrick Lanigan.  

Segment Producer: Lisa Freed.  (2) “Guatemalan Fire Tragedy” - the case against, and 

ultimate conviction of an arsonist who set fire to a Brooklyn tenement, resulting in the 

death of five people.  Narrator / profiled: Howard Jackson, Assistant District Attorney, 

Homicide Bureau.  Segment Producers: Alec Sirken, Taigi Smith. 

 

06/22/13 BROOKLYN DA - the fourth broadcast of a six-part news documentary series focusing 

on an eclectic group of men and women in the Kings County (Brooklyn, NY) District 

Attorney’s Office and their lives inside and outside of the courtroom.  Tonight’s topics 

include: (1) “Bones” - details of the investigation into an illegal bone and body tissue 

harvesting business in which one of the victims was famed journalist, television 

personality and broadcaster Alistair Cooke.  Narrators/profiled: Patricia McNeill, 

Executive Assistant District Attorney, Rackets Division; and Josh Hanshaft, Executive 

Assistant District Attorney, Rackets Division.  Also includes comments by Michael 

Vecchione, Chief, Rackets Division.  Segment producers: Kim Kennedy, Susan Mallie.  

(2) “My Dead Mother” - the case of a man who impersonated his dead mother to avoid 

losing a multi-million dollar home and access to his mother’s income.  Narrators/profiled: 

Joe Alexis, Assistant District Attorney; and Richard Farrell, Assistant District Attorney.  

Also includes comments by Tom Farley, Detective Investigator, Brooklyn DA; and Judge 

Vincent M. Del Giudice.  Segment Producer: Ruth Chenetz.  (3) “EPIC - John’s School” 

- a look at two programs offered by the Brooklyn DA’s office: The Ending Prostitution In 

Communities (EPIC) program is a six-week alternative to incarceration program designed 

for adults arrested for prostitution-related offenses; and Project Respect (John School) is 

an alternative to incarceration program designed for first time offenders arrested for 

patronizing a prostitute.  Narrators: William Petty, Supervising Detective Investigator, 

Kings County DA’s Office; Rhonnie Jaus, Chief, Sex Crimes and Crimes Against 

Children Division; Alison Trenk, Social Worker, Brooklyn DA; and Rosetta Menifee, 

Presenter, Brooklyn DA.  Segment Producer: Taigi Smith. 

 

06/29/13 BROOKLYN DA - the fifth broadcast of a six-part documentary series focusing on an 

eclectic group of men and women in the Kings County (Brooklyn, NY) District 

Attorney’s Office and their lives inside and outside of the courtroom. Tonights topics 

include: (1) “Bones” - the conclusion of the investigation into an illegal bone and body 

tissue harvesting business in which one of the victims was famed journalist, television 

personality and broadcaster Alistair Cooke.  Narrators/profiled: Patricia McNeill, 

Executive District Attorney, Rackets Division; and Josh Hanshaft, Executive Assistant 

District Attorney, Rackets Division. Also included comments by Michael Vecchione, 

Chief, Rackets Division. Segment producers: Kim Kennedy, Susan Mallie. (2) “Elevator 

Crush” - a prosecutor seeks justice for a woman almost killed and left maimed by a 

Christmas day elevator disaster at a Brooklyn hospital. Narrator/profiled: Lawrence Oh, 

Assistant District Attorney, Bureau Chief, Rackets Division. Segment producer: Lisa 

Freed. (3) “Vecchione Profile” - Michael Vecchione, chief of the Rackets Division, 

addresses the allegations of misconduct that are forcing him to defend his reputation.  

Narrator/profiled: Michael Vecchione, Chief, Rackets Division.  Segment producer: Liza 

Finley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


