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WWJ NEWSRADIO 950 
ISSUES OF CONCERNS TO METRO DETROITERS 

ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING IN THE 
FOURTH QUARTER 2015 

October 1st – December 31st, 2015 
 
 

1.  Public Safety/Law Enforcement 
 Crime.  Police staffing and training.  Private security firms.  Initiatives against crime.  Courts.  

Prison facilities.   
 
2.  Education 
 Public schools and school reform.  Private education.  Colleges and University enrollment 

and development.  Technology in the classroom.  Job training.  Continuing education for 
adults.  School safety. 

 
3. Environment/Energy 
 Land Use.  Pollution.  Preserving open space and recreational areas.  Status of the Great 

Lakes.  Alternative Energy sources.  Energy efficiency.  Sustainability. 
  
4.  Health and Medicine 
 Personal health and fitness.  Child health.  Medical facilities.  Insurance, affordability and 

access issues.  Costs of prescription drugs.  Development and adoption of new life-saving 
techniques.  Victim support.  Alcohol and substance abuse. 

 
5.   Leadership/Politics/Elections 
 Political leadership.  Corporate leadership.  Corporate citizenship.  Energizing voters.  Public 

participation in the electoral process.  Local government.  Effective government.  Developing 
future leaders. 

 
6.   Homeland Security 
 Emergency preparedness.  Security measures.  Protection against terrorist attack.  Border 

security.  Foreign nationals.  Immigration.  Government funding. 
 
7.  Labor/Workforce 
 Union negotiations.  Corporate and labor relations.  Worker training.  Layoffs.  Worker 

preparation.  Jobs and job creation.  Worker benefits.  Retirees. 
 
8.  Race Relations 
 Racism.  Civil Rights.  Discrimination.  Equal access.  Racial profiling.  Neighborhood 

segregation.   
 
9.  Regional Revitalization  
 Taxes, infrastructure, support for business start-ups and company attraction.  Sports 

facilities.  Affordable housing.  Commercial development.  Attracting people downtown. 
Economic climate.   

 
10. Transportation/Logistics  
 Road construction.  Traffic.  Airport development.  Light rail.  Mass transit.  New 

technologies for cars. 
 



PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
WWJ NEWSRADIO 950 

PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 

Staying in Touch 
Airs Saturdays at 6:23am, 9:43am, 11:23am, 12:53pm and 9:53pm. One minute in length.  Ron 
Dewey highlights special events going on in the Southeast Michigan region.  (See topics 
attached) 
 
Heroes of Diversity 
Airs the third Monday of each month at 9:52am, 2:52pm and 8:52pm, Tom Jordan profiles 
people who are serving as a catalyst for change to advance equity and opportunity for all.  This 
program is in conjunction with the Michigan Roundtable for Diversity and Inclusion. (See topics 
attached)  
 
Your Eye on Health 
Airs Monday-Friday at 1:22am, 3:40am, 1:53pm and 6:53pm.  Dr. Deanna Lites reports on all 
things healthy including the latest breakthroughs in research as well as advice on living a 
healthy lifestyle. (See topics attached) 
 
Made in Michigan 
Airs Wednesdays at 9:52am, 2:52pm, 8:52pm and Saturdays at 4:52am, 9:52am and 4:53pm. 
One minute in length.  Sandra McNeill profiles companies who make products people can buy 
while trying to emphasize the jobs and business success each company has.  (See topics 
attached) 
 
What’s Hot Around Town? 
Airs Thursdays and Fridays at 10:23am, 2:23pm, 4:53pm, 7:53pm, 10:43pm, Saturdays at 
8:23am, 10:23am, 12:23pm and 3:23pm.  One minute in length.   Roberta Jasina highlights a 
fun or unique event taking place in Southeast Michigan, with a special focus on Arts and 
Cultural Organizations.  
 
Making the Grade 
 Airs Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:53am, 2:53pm, 8:53pm and Sunday at 9:52am, 1:52pm, 
4:52pm, 10:21pm.  One minute in length.  Greg Bowman highlights innovations, achievements 
and interesting stories from the classroom, featuring students, teachers and administrators. 
(See topics attached)  
 
Education Today 
Airs Monday-Friday at 9:23am, 12:22pm, 5:42pm, 9:52pm and 3:22am. Laura Bonnell provides 
educational tips to help children and parents improve reading, writing, math, and other skills.  
 
Automotive Insight 
Airs Monday-Friday at 5:53am, 6:53am, 7:53am and 11:53am.  One minute in length.  John 
McElroy provides two unique insights daily into the business of making cars, and designing the 
cars of the future. 
 
Car Chronicles 
Airs Monday-Friday 12:53pm, 3:53pm, 5:53pm and 6:53pm.  Each report runs one minute.  Jeff 
Gilbert highlights people and lesser-known stories from the automotive business, as well as 
critiquing new products as they come out from the manufacturers.  
 
 
 
 



The Feldman Report 
Airs Monday-Friday 8:53am, 10:53am, 3:23pm, 6:23pm and 9:53pm. One minute in length.  
Murray Feldman provides insights for small business, discusses the general business climate, 
and highlights business leaders. He also provides advice for consumers. 
 
 

News Stories Addressing Community Issues 
 
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY/LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
10/1/15 
10:33pm 
Tim Skubick 
Legislation Affects Prisoners 
The Michigan Parole Board would have less leeway to keep certain prisoners locked up past 
their minimum sentence under legislation approved today.  WWJ Lansing Bureau Chief Tim 
Skubick says the bill, the concept of which is supported by Governor Rick Snyder, was passed 
by the House despite opposition from Attorney General Bill Schuette. 
 
10/2/15 
10:33am 
Scott Ryan 
Washtenaw County Home Break-ins  
Washtenaw County Sheriff's deputies are investigating a home burglary near Ypsilanti in which 
several guns were stolen.  The home on Ashley Drive, near Geddes and Harris roads, was 
broken into sometime yesterday afternoon or early this morning.  The crook or crooks took 
several firearms.  There were no signs of forced entry. 
 
10/4/15 
9:32am 
Jason Scott 
Freeway Shooter 
Those along M-66 in west-Michigan's Calhoun County remain on edge after three more people 
reported damage to their vehicles last week. Sheriff Matt Saxton confirms one of those cars was 
hit by a firearm. This is the fourth such confirmation in the last two month. 
 
10/8/15 
4:04pm 
Stephanie Davis 
Heroin Bust 
A major heroin ring that allegedly operated along the Woodward corridor has been taken down 
and several people have been indicted today.  This was a major operation that allegedly sold 
heroin along Woodward even handed out business cards to its customers. U-S Attorney 
Barbara McQuade says some of those law enforcement agencies cooperating together 
including Detroit Police, FBI, Oakland County Sheriff's and Royal Oak, Ferndale and Troy Police 
Departments 
 



10/14/15 
2:06pm 
Ron Dewey 
Oakland County Road Rage 
An Oakland County man is behind bars after a case of road rage. Sheriff's deputies say the 
suspect was striking a 21-yr-old woman on the shoulder of the pavement near Sashabaw and 
Seymour Lake roads Tuesday morning. When a passerby stopped to help the woman, the 
suspect drew a gun on them before he took off. One of the witnesses followed the suspect's car 
and called 9-1-1. Deputies were able to pull the man over and arrest him. A gun and a knife 
were recovered.   
 
10/17/15 
10:05am 
Jason Scott 
Heroin Death Under Investigation 
Police are investigating the death of a pregnant 22-year-old woman due to a heroin overdose 
that also killed her unborn child. Pittsfield Township Police were called to the Ridgewood 
Apartments Tuesday night.  The Washtenaw County Sheriff's Office has characterized heroin 
overdoses in the region as an epidemic, with drug-related deaths rising every year since 2012. 
 
11/3/15 
10:05am  
Scott Ryan  
Equipment Missing From Police Department. 
Several pieces of police equipment have gone unaccounted for at a Thumb-area police 
department.  The Macomb County Sheriff's Office, which oversaw the Memphis police 
department for two months this summer, says a shotgun, two handguns, and three police radios 
weren't accounted for, along with a long list of evidence.  In the report, the sheriff's office 
suggested that priority be given to the department's evidence room, while the other items 
needed to be found or reported as missing. 
 
11/6/15 
6:06pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Evacuations in Detroit 
Detroit Police are asking for help in locating a masked suspect who dropped off a suspicious 
box downtown this morning, forcing the evacuation of the Guardian Building for over two hours 
this morning.  Sgt. Michael Woody says the metal box had a note saying "open me," and was 
dropped off on Griswold between Woodward and Congress. 
 
11/6/15 
8:22pm 
Jim Matthews 
Stranger Danger  
A possible Stranger Danger incident around the Sashabaw Middle School in Independence 
Township has the Oakland County Sheriff's Office telling students and parents to be aware.  
Sgt. Rich Cummins says it happened as a mother watched her son walking to a bus stop with 
an elderly man approaching him in a vehicle and asking if he wanted a ride. The student 
declined and boarded the bus safely but Cummins says later there was another possible 
sighting of the man. 
 



11/10/15 
7:05am 
Tim Skubick 
Police Testify in Lansing 
Those connected with law enforcement will testify in Lansing this morning on possible 
regulations for medical marijuana.  The State Senate Judiciary Committee will hear from 
prosecutors, chiefs of police, Michigan State Police, and sheriff's departments.  The hearing that 
will focus on legislation that calls for setting up a regulated and licensed dispensary system and 
a tracking system for pot plants and products. 
 
11/14/15 
9:04pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Police on High Alert 
Detroit law enforcement officials have called more officers to duty and moved some to locations 
deemed higher priorities following the deadly attacks in Paris.  Police Chief James Craig says 
there are no specific or credible threats to his city or others in the U-S. But the department is on 
"heightened alert" because "you can't always predict the next target." 
 
11/16/15 
5:22pm 
Brian Larsen 
Gang Stealing Purses 
They are called the "Felony Lane Gang" and they are stealing purses from cars in Oakland 
County.  The Sheriff's Department says the latest victim took her child into the Learning 
Experience Daycare center and when she returned to her car, the window was broken and her 
purse was gone.  The purse was thrown away at Kensington Metro Park as were several others 
stolen throughout Metro Detroit. Police say you shouldn't leave any valuables in plain sight 
inside your car, even if it’s locked. 
 
11/27/15 
6:04pm 
Dave Ramos 
Armored Vehicle Robbery 
The FBI is joining the investigation into an apparent heist that happened outside Greektown 
casino today. Someone walked away from an armored vehicle with more than a half a million 
dollars in cash. A Detroit police spokesperson says no guns or injuries were involved...another 
source says the armored car driver was tricked into opening the back of the truck by someone in 
a security uniform. The suspect is still on the loose. 
 
12/2/15 
5:31am 
Mike Campbell 
Disabled Man Beaten 
Two men are under arrest in Oakland County, accused of attacking a disabled man at the 
Phoenix Place Apartments in Pontiac.  Oakland County Sheriff's deputies say they were helped, 
in part, by a video the suspects posted on Facebook showing themselves attacking the 23-year 
old man, who has cerebral palsy. 
 



12/2/15 
7:03pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Dealing with Mass Shootings 
Following the mass shooting in San Bernardino, California in which 14 people were killed, a 
local Sheriff says mass shootings have become routine.  Oakland County Sheriff Mike Bouchard 
says he doesn't see them going away any time soon, but police are learning how to better cope 
with them. 
 
12/9/15 
5:04pm 
Stephanie Davis 
Increasing Border Security 
Wayne County now has greater air and marine patrol along the border because of a partnership 
with the Detroit Police department.  Wayne County Sheriff Benny Napoleon and Detroit Police 
Chief announced today that their departments are now sharing resources. 
 
12/15/15 
8:33am 
Scott Ryan 
Car Fires 
Arson investigators with Royal Oak police and the Oakland County Sheriff's Office are trying to 
determine if a series of car fires are connected.  The latest two fires were reported Saturday 
morning on Bauman Street.  Late last month, six suspicious car fires were reported in the same 
area.  Royal Oak police say there have been 41 car fires this year--at least nine were 
intentionally set. Anyone with information should call Royal Oak Police. 
 
12/29/15 
12:05pm 
Sandra McNeill 
State Police Investigate Cop Shooting 
The Detroit Coalition Against Police Brutality is asking the city's police department to step out of 
the investigation of the fatal officer-involved shooting of an unarmed man by a Dearborn officer, 
in Detroit, last week.  Detroit and State Police are investigating the shooting of Kevin Matthews, 
who was shot multiple times in a Detroit backyard, after a foot chase. The watchdog group 
wants the state police to be the sole agency investigating the fatal shooting of the 35-year-old 
man. 
 
 
EDUCATION ISSUES 
 
10/5/15 
5:25am 
Jason Scott 
Teaching Children with Autism 
Autistic children are receiving specialized therapy and lessons at Michigan State University's 
Child Development Laboratories' new Early Learning Institute. A half-dozen three and four year 
olds are the first enrollees taught by a dozen behavior technicians and counselors. 
 



10/5/15 
5:47pm  
Brian Larsen 
Textbook Slaves called workers 
The publisher of a high school textbook that referred to slaves brought to America as "workers" 
is apologizing and says more diversity will be added to review boards. McGraw-Hill Education 
CEO David Levin says in a letter to employees that the company made a mistake. 
 
10/13/15 
10:26am 
Jason Scott 
Chicago Public Schools  
The former head of Chicago Public Schools, the third largest in the country, is expected to plead 
guilty in what prosecutors say was a scheme to steer more than 23-million dollars in no-bid 
contracts to education firms for over two-million dollars in bribes and kickbacks. 
 
10/14/15 
11:42am 
Zahra Huber 
College Saving  
More money could be set aside in Michigan's tax-free college savings accounts under 
legislation going to Governor Rick Snyder. The current maximum account balance for education 
accounts naming any individual in the Michigan Education Savings Program is $235,000. The 
limit would rise to $500,000 under the bill approved unanimously Wednesday by the Senate. 
The plans, which offer tax advantages, are known as 529 accounts. 
 
10/15/15 
7:00am 
Scott Ryan 
Detroit Public School Corruption  
A report this morning says that the F-B-I is investigating both the Detroit Public Schools and the 
state-created Education Achievement Authority--following allegations of corruption.  The Detroit 
News says the probe is to determine if contracts were awarded to vendors who paid kickbacks.  
One of the people being investigated is said to be Kenyetta Wilbourn.  She's a former principal 
at Mumford High School--one of the schools in the E-A-A for poor performance.   
 
10/19/15 
7:41am 
Terri Lee 
Obama Higher Education 
Higher education is the focus today for first lady Michelle Obama. She'll take the wraps off the 
latest phase of her initiative encouraging students to continue education after high school, a 
public awareness campaign and matching website. BetterMakeRoom.org will be a place for 
students ages 14-19 to get information on such matters as signing up for the SAT and ACT, 
filling out federal financial aid forms and applying to college. 
 
10/24/15 
12:06pm 
Jason Scott 
Retired Teachers Teach again 
Michigan lawmakers are under pressure to let retired teachers return to the classroom because 
of a shortage of substitutes and not enough full-time teachers in special education, pre-
kindergarten and certain subjects. 
 
 



10/27/15 
11:07am 
Terri Lee 
Standardized Testing  
Michigan's new, more rigorous standardized tests show that half of students are proficient in 
reading while just a third are proficient in math. Education experts say the low marks set a 
baseline from which the state must improve in an era of tougher standards. 
 
10/28/15 
6:13am 
Scott Ryan 
Warren Student Sexual Assault  
The U-S Department of Education is investigating how allegations of sexual assault at a Warren 
high school were handled by administrators.  A 15-year-old girl reported being sexually 
assaulted at Cousino High School by a 17-year-old boy in May--but the girl ended up being 
expelled.  The girl's mother filed a civil rights complaint with the Education Department, which 
decided to launch a formal investigation.  Officials with Warren Consolidated Schools say 
they're complying with authorities. 
 
11/16/15 
4:58am 
Scott Ryan  
Study Abroad 
The University of Michigan continues to be among the nation's leaders when it comes to the 
number of students studying abroad.  For the second straight year, the total was up 15 percent--
good for fifth among U-S colleges and universities.  That's according to the annual Open Doors 
report by the Institute of International Education.  Michigan now has more than 27-hundred 
students earning credit in education-abroad programs. 
 
11/23/15 
6:27pm 
Jeffery Gilbert 
Fiat Chrysler Employees Higher Education  
Fiat Chrysler is expanding a program that gives employees of dealerships a free College 
Education. WWJ AutoBeat Reporter Jeff Gilbert says this is now one of the most 
comprehensive programs of its type 
 
12/10/15 
9:56am 
Terri Lee  
MSU Million dollar Gift  
A $1 million gift to Michigan State University's Eli Broad College of Business has created an 
endowed professorship in management.  The gift is from Al and Nancy Gambrel. 
 
12/28/15 
9:47pm 
Tawana Holly 
American College  
The Los Angeles Times reports that while thousands of Chinese students from affluent families 
enroll in U-S colleges each year, the number from less privileged backgrounds also has begun 
to rise. The number of Chinese students in U-S community colleges has risen from 2,500 in 
2007 to more than 16-thousand. 
 
  
 



ENVIRONMENT/ENERGY 
 
10/3/15 
2:34pm 
Jason Scott 
Efforts Pay Off To Cut Down on Lake Pollution 
Michigan officials say voluntary efforts are paying off to cut down the pollutants feeding algae in 
Lake Erie. The state's agriculture director says data shows the amount of phosphorus going into 
the lake from a tributary in southeastern Michigan has been cut in half over the last seven years.  
Algae blooms have become an annual problem in the lake. 
 
10/3/15 
5:46pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Trees take out Power 
Some Metro Detroiters are in the dark this rainy fall Saturday night. DTE Energy says about 760 
customers have been out of power since 5 this morning in the area of 7 Mile and Outer Drive, 
this due to trees falling on power lines. Spokesman Scott Simons says they expect for power to 
be restored around 9 tonight. 
 
10/6/15 
6:55pm 
Jon Hewett 
Save on heat this winter  
With the help of lower energy prices and warmer weather across most of the country, some U.S. 
households can expect to save hundreds of dollars this winter on heating costs.  That's the 
prediction today from the U.S. Energy Department. The biggest savings are forecast for those 
who use propane or oil to heat their homes. 
 
10/7/15 
3:26pm 
Brian Larsen 
Cutting Cost  
In California, Governor Jerry Brown has signed a measure to combat climate change -- by 
increasing California's renewable electricity use to 50 percent and doubling energy efficiency in 
existing buildings by 2030. 
 
10/10/15 
5:39am 
Jason Scott 
Education on Global Warming 
A group of girls from Detroit-area middle schools will learn about global warming and the impact 
pollution has on wildlife habitats. They're meeting, today, with environmentalists and wildlife 
experts at the state Department of Natural Resources Outdoor Adventure Center in Detroit. 
 
11/4/15 
11:42pm 
Jon Hewett 
Flint Water Supply 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is expected to release results of its review of the 
troubled municipal water supply in Flint by the end of this week. EPA regional administrator 
Susan Hedman says the agency will conduct a review of action taken by the city to address 
problems with the quality of its drinking water. Researchers found elevated blood-lead levels in 
children whose Flint homes received river water... after the city switched from the Detroit Water 
System last year. 



 
11/5/15 
10:28pm 
Jeff Defran 
Powering Michigan 
WWJ Midday anchor Jackie Paige hosted a WWJ News Special, Powering Michigan into the 
Future.  Jackie spoke with a panel of experts about Michigan's energy policy. As the state 
moves toward cleaner energy, what's the fallout from that change? Ken Sikkema, senior policy 
fellow at Public Sector Consultants and former Senate Majority Leader, weighed in... 
 
11/6/15 
8:09am 
Pat Vitale 
Scattered Power Outage  
There are scattered outages and the number of outages continued to climb this morning. Right 
now DTE energy is reporting more than 10-thousand outages. We're also hearing from 
Consumers Energy that there are more than 15-thousand outages.  In Milford alone there are 
16-hundred outages. Homes and businesses are without power near 13 Mile and Harper in 
Roseville. The weather -- as we've been telling you all morning is moving through quickly and 
then utility crews will be out to fix the lines. 
 
11/12/15 
1:58pm 
Terri Lee 
VW Fined  
The Brazilian government says its environmental protection agency has fined Volkswagen $13 
million over the German automaker's emissions cheating scheme.  The agency also is requiring 
Volkswagen to present a plan for recalling vehicles sold here that contain software that turns on 
pollution controls during government tests and turns them off while on the road. 
 
12/1/15 
5:37am 
Pat Vitale 
China’s Air 
The air is barely breathable in Beijing today.  Schools in the Chinese capital kept students 
indoors and parents brought their kids to hospitals with respiratory ailments ... as the Chinese 
capital grapples with a fifth day of very bad air. Communist leaders have tightened emissions 
standards and are investing in renewable energy -- but China still depends on coal for more 
than 60 percent of its power. 
 
12/14/15 
2:24pm 
Brian Larsen 
Shutting Down Twin Oil Pipelines  
An environmental group says shutting down twin oil pipelines beneath the Straits of Mackinac 
would NOT disrupt supplies of crude oil or propane in the Midwest. 
 
12/14/15 
2:55pm 
Brian Larsen 
Zoo Run on Wind  
The Detroit Zoo says it will fully power its operations with renewable energy generated by wind 
farms. The zoo announced the plans today, as part of its broader efforts to be more 
environmentally sustainable. 
 



HEALTH/MEDICINE 
 
10/1/15 
5:12am 
Deanna Lites 
Praying Helps Your Health? 
We know exercise and a healthy diet can help a man stay healthy.  Now you might want to add 
praying to that list. A survey from participants of last years Men's Health Event in Detroit finds 
praying can improve a man's health.  Michael Lutz is a urologist with the Michigan Institute of 
Urology.  On Saturday, the fifth annual Men’s Health Event will be held at Ford Field. 
 
10/8/15 
5:13pm 
Deanna Lites 
Breast Cancer Boot Camp 
It's breast cancer awareness month and Henry Ford Health System is offering 'Breast Health 
Boot Camps' throughout October.  The Breast Health Boot Camps give women AND men a 
chance to meet with experts to learn medical information, relaxation tips, diet and exercise 
advice and a whole lot more.To learn more go to CBS Detroit dot com. 
 
10/9/15 
6:13am 
Deanna Lites 
The Biggest Loser Still Working 
More than two-thirds of adults in this country are considered to be overweight or obese. It can 
be tough to lose weight and even tougher to keep it off.  An Ann Arbor resident who was on 
NBC's TV show The Biggest Loser has done both.  Pete Thomas lost an amazing 185 pounds 
on The Biggest Loser.  Ten years later, the weight is still off. 
 
10/12/15 
5:22am 
Deanna Lites 
Kids and Nearsightedness 
Nearsightedness or trouble seeing far away is a common condition and it's on the rise in 
children. Some experts believe nearsightness may be due to genetics as well as an increase in 
using computers and handheld devices. 
 
10/16/15 
10:13am 
Brooke Allen 
Lawmakers Push to Ban Powered Alcohol 
Michigan is close to joining other states that ban a powder product that makes vodka, rum and 
other alcoholic drinks when mixed with water. U of M Emergency Room Doctor, Brad Uren, says 
powdered alcohol can be the perfect mix for dangerous circumstances. The Michigan House 
voted 102-3 in favor of the bill. The bill would prohibit the sale, use or possession of powdered 
alcohol. 
 
11/16/15 
6:12am 
Zahra Huber 
Mental Health Report Released 
A new report due out Wednesday on the mental health system in Metro Detroit says 
tremendous strides have been made in the community. Tom Watkins, President and CEO of the 
Detroit Wayne Mental Health Authority, which is releasing the report, says about 100-thousand 
people a year receive treatment through the authority.   



 
11/18/15 
10:40am 
Deanna Lites 
Yoga Good For Heart 
Yoga may lessen side effects in men undergoing treatment for prostate cancer according to a 
study from the University of Pennsylvania.  Men who practiced yoga twice a week during the 
course of their radiation treatment had less fatigue and a reduction in erectile dysfunction and 
urinary incontinence. 
 
11:18/15 
9:22pm 
Deanna Lites 
Device Helps Woman Walk 
A local woman who is paralyzed got a chance to walk today at the DMC Rehabilitation Institute 
of Michigan.  It's been 3 years to the day since 21-year-old Shannon Henry has walked. A car 
accident left her paralyzed from the neck down.  Now thanks to the world's first hands free, 
independently controlled robotic walking device called Rex, Henry took her first steps 
 
11/24/15 
11:12am 
Deanna Lites 
Troubled Toys 
Is there TROUBLE in TOY LAND? A group says there are some things to consider to keep your 
kids safe this holiday season. The Public Interest Research Group or PIRG has released it's list 
of dangerous toys.  The group tested 300 toys and found problems with 18 of them. 
 
11/25/15 
11:11am 
Deanna Lites 
Family Health History Day 
The Surgeon General has declared Thanksgiving to be National Family Health History Day.  
While every family's health history varies, there are certain things that may run in your family 
and put members at increased risk for developing a certain disease. 
 
11/30/15 
4:10pm 
Deanna Lites 
Young Adults and Exercise 
Many people talk about the importance of older people getting exercise, but a new University of 
Michigan study finds the importance of exercising as a young adult.  Young adults (ages 18 to 
30) who had greater endurance in treadmill tests lived longer and were less likely to suffer heart 
attacks or stroke later in life. 
 
12/1/15 
4:22pm 
Deanna Lites 
Losing Weight and Failure 
Millions of Americans try to lose weight every year, but most of them fail to reach their weight 
loss goals.  Now a new study finds that while most people believe diet and exercise are the keys 
to weight loss there's another area that also must be addressed, but usual isn't. Researchers 
from Orlando Health say in order to be successful in losing weight you need to address the 
emotional aspects of food, understand why your eating. 
 
 



12/8/15 
8:33am 
Deanna Lites 
Easing Nausea with Alcohol 
A new study finds that patients who came to the ER with symptoms of nausea got relief by 
sniffing a pad saturated with isopropal alcohol which is often called rubbing alcohol. 
 
12/9/15 
4:12pm 
Deanna Lites 
Germs and the Holidays 
With all of the holiday get-togethers and shopping we are around a lot of people, and that 
means a lot of germs this time of year.   This time of year you tend to burn the candle at both 
ends which means you're probably not getting enough sleep, not eating well, doing less 
exercise and feeling more stress...all of which can make you more susceptible to getting sick. 
 
12/16/15 
6:06pm 
Brian Larsen 
Helping People Who Overdose 
Governor Snyder has signed a law letting people under age 21 report a prescription drug 
overdose without having to worry about facing criminal charges. The exemption enacted today 
is similar to a current law for minors who help someone in danger from alcohol intoxication. 
Suspected drug dealers with higher quantities than is sufficient for personal use won't qualify for 
immunity. 
 
 
LEADERSHIP/POLITICS/ELECTIONS 
 
10/1/15 
6:03am 
Pat Vitale 
Invest in Detroit 
Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan is expected to give a rousing "homecoming" speech this morning to 
a large group of expatriates -- encouraging them to invest in their hometown in some way. 
 
10/1/15 
6:19am 
Scott Ryan 
Online Sales Tax 
Buy a lot of stuff on line? As of today, those retailers have to collect the state sales tax under 
the new Main Street Fairness law. Jim Hallan of the Michigan Retailers Association says it's 
more than being fair; it's supporting the brick and mortars that are your hometown's bread and 
butter… 
 
10/2/15 
10:58am 
Scott Ryan 
State Tax Fixing Roads 
A rollback of the state income tax and truck weights are two of the issues now being discussed 
as part of a road funding package.  Legislative leaders and Governor Snyder have been 
discussing a state income tax rollback as a way to give residents a tax break at the same time 
taxes are being increased to fund repairs.  Talks have been ongoing for months, but state 
senator Arlan Meekoff says they are making progress. 
 



10/1/15 
10:33pm 
Tim Skubick 
Legislation Affects Prisoners 
The Michigan Parole Board would have less leeway to keep certain prisoners locked up past 
their minimum sentence under legislation approved today.  WWJ Lansing Bureau Chief Tim 
Skubick says the bill, the concept of which is supported by Governor Rick Snyder, was passed 
by the House despite opposition from Attorney General Bill Schuette. 
 
10/11/15 
8:24am 
Lauren Barthold 
Detroit’s Office of International Affairs 
Mayor Duggan announces Detroit's first-ever Mayor's Office of International Affairs. The new 
office will coordinate with the consular community and foreign offices in the city, as well as with 
federal agencies on issues like immigration, border, and national security. 
 
10/16/15 
10:13am 
Brooke Allen 
Lawmakers Push to Ban Powered Alcohol 
Michigan is close to joining other states that ban a powder product that makes vodka, rum and 
other alcoholic drinks when mixed with water. U of M Emergency Room Doctor, Brad Uren, says 
powdered alcohol can be the perfect mix for dangerous circumstances. The Michigan House 
voted 102-3 in favor of the bill. The bill would prohibit the sale, use or possession of powdered 
alcohol. 
 
11/1/15 
5:37pm 
Zahra Huber 
DPS Overhaul 
A group of Detroit Public School union representatives will be heading to Lansing this week to 
voice concerns about the Governor's proposal to overhaul the DPS system. That includes Ivy 
Bailey -- Interim President of Detroit Federation of Teachers. 
 
11/10/15 
7:05am 
Tim Skubick 
Police Testify in Lansing 
Those connected with law enforcement will testify in Lansing this morning on possible 
regulations for medical marijuana.  The State Senate Judiciary Committee will hear from 
prosecutors, chiefs of police, Michigan State Police, and sheriff's departments.  The hearing that 
will focus on legislation that calls for setting up a regulated and licensed dispensary system and 
a tracking system for pot plants and products. 
 



11/11/15 
9:53am 
Ron Dewey 
Pizza Party Foreclosed homes 
The Mayor of garden City and newly elected City Council refused to hear from residents whose 
homes were sold after foreclosures because of...pizza.  The council refused to hear public 
comments from those residents because they went to a pizza party that followed their swearing-
in to office.  The mayor has questioned why the residents are now showing urgency over these 
foreclosures when they've known for months they may lose their homes.  The Attorney 
representing the homeowners is now checking whether city leaders violated the Open Meetings 
Act.   
 
11/13/15 
9:15pm 
Tawana Holly 
Effort to Recall Governor 
State officials have said 'no' to a petition to recall Governor Rick Snyder.  The Board of State 
Canvassers voted 4-to-nothing today to reject the effort to recall Snyder over his handling of the 
Flint water crisis.  The petition drive was launched by Detroit Pastor Angelo Brown, who said the 
governor put people at risk of injury or death due to lead [led] contamination in Flint's water. But 
officials say the petition language was not timely or clear enough to meet requirements of state 
law. Brown says he plans to appeal the decision. 
 
12/16/15 
6:06pm 
Brian Larsen 
Helping People Who Overdose 
Governor Snyder has signed a law letting people under age 21 report a prescription drug 
overdose without having to worry about facing criminal charges. The exemption enacted today 
is similar to a current law for minors who help someone in danger from alcohol intoxication. 
Suspected drug dealers with higher quantities than is sufficient for personal use won't qualify for 
immunity. 
 
12/29/15 
3:05pm 
Tim Skubick 
Ballot Proposal Approved 
The State Board of Canvassers gives the green light to an effort to put a constitutional 
amendment before voters next November -- which would prohibit certain types of discrimination. 
 
12/29/15 
6:04pm 
Tim Skubick 
Flint Water Crisis Resignation 
The Flint water crisis has led to the resignation of a member of Governor Snyder's 
administration.  Department of Environmental Quality Director Dan Wyant has resigned and the 
governor says he is making other personnel changes to address problems cited in a preliminary 
report from the Flint Water Task Force. Snyder also apologized in a statement this afternoon. 
 



HOMELAND SECURITY ISSUES  
 
10/10/15  
5:30am 
Bob Mundie 
Dearborn Gun Rally 
A group of open carry gun advocates and others are planning a rally in Dearborn today. 
Dearborn police, the FBI and Department of Homeland Security officers are expected to be on 
hand for what’s being called a “Global Rally for Humanity."   
 
10/19/15 
2:30pm 
Zarah Huber 
CIA Breach 
The F-B-I is investigating a possible breach into the private e-mail account of C-I-A director 
John Brennan. The New York Post reports that a high school student contacted them saying he 
had broken into Brennan's account by using social engineering. 
 
10/23/15 
10:32am 
Laura Bonnell 
New FBI Boss in Detroit 
The top concerns of the new man in charge of the Detroit FBI office range from homeland 
security and crime in Detroit, Flint and Saginaw to health care fraud.  David Gelios has been on 
the job only a few days.   
 
11/6/15 
7:34am 
Pat Vitale 
Overseas flight Security 
In reaction to the plane crash in Egypt -- sources tell CBS News that the Department of 
Homeland Security could announce plans today to increase security for overseas flights headed 
to the U.S.  Former NTSB Chairman Mark Rosenker says because of the current climate, the 
TSA has to increase security worldwide. 
 
11/14/15 
8:09pm 
Lauren Barthold 
NFL Security 
The NFL says it will increase security inside and outside its stadiums for Sunday's games - two 
days after the Paris terrorist attacks. 
 
11/14/15 
9:04pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Police on High Alert 
Detroit law enforcement officials have called more officers to duty and moved some to locations 
deemed higher priorities following the deadly attacks in Paris.  Police Chief James Craig says 
there are no specific or credible threats to his city or others in the U-S. But the department is on 
"heightened alert" because "you can't always predict the next target." 
 
 
 
 
 



11/17/15 
9:04am 
Ron Dewey 
Governor Wants Full Review of Refugees 
Governor Rick Snyder is asking the Obama administration for a "full review" of security 
clearances for refugees who could be placed in Michigan.  Snyder's office released a letter that 
was sent to Secretary of State John Kerry and the head of Homeland Security after the attacks 
in Paris and Beirut.  The governor says he's "unwavering" in welcoming refugees to Michigan 
but adds that his first priority is keeping people safe. 

 
11/17/15 
11:20pm 
Chris Renwick 
White House Refugee Call 
Governor Rick Snyder was one of 34 governors on a call hosted by the White House to provide 
information about refugee admission policies – and security screening measures. 
 
12/3/15 
11:30am 
Terri Lee 
San Bernadino CA Shooting  
In light of Wednesday's shooting massacre in suburban Los Angeles, Detroit's Homeland 
Security team is turning your smartphone into a real-time emergency alert device.  It's signing 
on to a service that brings instant notifications directly to your smartphone, so you can stay 
informed.  
 
12/9/15 
5:04pm 
Stephanie Davis 
Increasing Border Security 
Wayne County now has greater air and marine patrol along the border because of a partnership 
with the Detroit Police department.  Wayne County Sheriff Benny Napoleon and Detroit Police 
Chief announced today that their departments are now sharing resources. 
 
12/14/15 
3:14pm 
Zahra Huber 
“See Something, Say Something” 
With recent active shooter situations we've had such as in San Bernardino, California -- 
Michigan State Police are reminding people about their campaign -- "See Something, Say 
Something." M-S-P First Lt. Mike Shaw says if you see something suspicious, report it to your 
Michigan State Police or your local police department. 
 
12/19/15 
2:26am 
Jim Nicolai  
School Threats 
They're becoming epidemic -- emailed terror threats that are rattling the nerves of children, 
parents and teachers in some of America's largest school districts. Today, we learned of the 
latest and got a look at the emails.  
 



12/24/15 
3:01pm 
Dave Ramos 
SW MI Café Terror group 
A Southwest Michigan cafe owner who the U.S. government says hid his ties to an accused 
terror group gets a 90-day deferral extension - keeping him from being deported. Homeland 
Security gave Ibrahim Parlak the extension on Wednesday. Parlak, who immigrated in 1991 
after being convicted in Turkey of supporting the Kurdish separatist movement, runs a cafe in 
the Berrien County town of Harbert. 
 
 
LABOR/WORKFORCE ISSUES 
 
10/1/15 
7:10am 
Scott Ryan  
Rejected Fiat Chrysler Contract  
It appears United Auto Workers members have rejected a proposed contract with Fiat Chrysler 
in a rebuke of union leaders who had praised the deal. UAW leaders have summoned local 
presidents and bargainers to a meeting in Metro Detroit today to decide the next move. They 
could go on strike, continue bargaining with Fiat Chrysler or shift their focus to General Motors 
or Ford. 
 
10/3/15 
3:10pm 
Chrystal Knight 
Making better Jobs 
Fighting back against injustice to demand a better world with good jobs, a clean environment 
and fair housing -- this is what the leaders of the "March for Justice" say today's event in Detroit 
is all about. The march is sponsored by the Detroit Sierra Club and endorsed by Southeast 
Michigan Jobs with Justice. Aaron Mair, National President of Sierra Club, says the Motor City 
has a key role in their fight. 
 
10/25/15 
10:10am 
Lauren Barthold 
UAW Midnight Deal Deadline 
The United Auto Workers union says its workers at General Motors will strike if it can't agree on 
a new contract with the company by 11:59 p.m. tonight.  However, both sides are still 
negotiating. The union made a similar threat in recent discussions with Fiat Chrysler before 
agreeing to a new four-year contract.  G-M says it's working with the U-A-W and remains 
committed to reaching "an agreement that is good for employees and the business." 
 
11/6/15 
2:10pm 
Bob Mundie 
UAW Tentative Agreement  
Breaking news in the auto industry: 
The United Auto Workers and Ford have reached a tentative contract agreement.  The deal was 
announced as General Motors workers are on the verge of approving their new deal.   A 
statement from the UAW says the proposal solidifies job security and creates substantial 
economic gains for workers.  The National Ford Council will meet in Detroit Monday to go over 
the deal 
 
 



11/9/15 
3:04pm 
Brian Larsen 
Securing UAW Jobs 
The UAW says the new deal with Ford will mean nine billion in new investments and "create or 
secure" 8500 jobs... 
 
11/17/15 
7:02am 
Scott Ryan 
UAW Voting  
Nearly 24-thousand union workers at ten Ford plants, including the Rouge Complex, will cast 
ballots on the United Auto Workers' proposed contract with the automaker.  WWJ's Ron Dewey 
says this round of voting could make or break the deal 
 
11/30/15 
2:10pm 
Terri Lee 
DPD Raise  
Nearly 24-thousand union workers at ten Ford plants, including the Rouge Complex, will cast 
ballots on the United Auto Workers' proposed contract with the automaker.  WWJ's Ron Dewey 
says this round of voting could make or break the deal 
 
12/1/15 
8:10am 
Jeffrey Gilbert 
Ford Deal 
Ford has started announcing the first of 9 billion dollars worth of investments promised in the 
new UAW contract.   
 
12/4/15 
11:10am 
Scott Ryan 
New Jobs Same Jobless Rate 
The U-S Labor Department says the country created 211-thousand jobs last month, while the 
jobless rate stayed at five percent.  And while those numbers gave the stock market some early 
momentum, WWJ and Fox 2 business editor Murray Feldman says there are some other figures 
that paint a clearer picture of the economy— 
 
12/5/15 
10:46am 
Laura Bonnell 
Detroit Firefighters Passion 
Detroit Fire Fighters have a lot of challenges on the job.  There is the obvious danger of the fire 
and then random problem of hydrants that don't work, but WWJ's Laura Bonnell talks to one 
Detroit Fire Fighter who wouldn't change jobs for anything in the world 
 



12/16/15 
7:04am 
Scott Ryan 
Tax Break for New Jobs 
A major Internet data center developer will expand into Michigan under tax breaks approved by 
lawmakers and expected to be signed into law.  The legislation exempts Las Vegas-based 
Switch and its clients from paying sales or use taxes on equipment at a planned mega-data 
center campus near Grand Rapids. The tax breaks also will be available to existing Michigan 
data centers.  The industry, as a whole, must add 400 jobs by 2022 for the incentives to 
continue. 
 
 
RACE RELATIONS 
 
10/4/15 
5:39pm 
Chris Renwick 
Twin Cities Marathon 
Members of the St. Paul-based Black Lives Matter group have held a peaceful rally at the Twin 
Cities Marathon. 
 
10/6/15 
6:35pm 
Brian Larsen 
Virginia Sheriff Interview Technique  
In Virginia, a sheriff is defending his use of a racial slur while interviewing a suspect in a 2013 
killing, calling it an interrogation technique. The Richmond Times-Dispatch obtained a video 
showing Dinwiddie County Sheriff D.T. "Duck" Adams using the slur twice. 
 
10/8/15 
6:06pm 
Brian Larsen 
Confederate Flag  
A Bob Evans employee in Hillsdale is out of work -- after he declined to remove a large 
Confederate flag from his pickup truck in the parking lot. Wesley Rogers tells the Hillsdale Daily 
News that he has the right to express himself. But a spokeswoman at Bob Evans says the flag 
is "offensive to many customers and employees." Rogers says the Confederate flag is important 
to him as a native of the South. Critics say the flag is a symbol of racial segregation and racism. 
 
10/9/15 
4:02pm 
Stephanie Garrette 
Million Man March  
Rev. Wendell Anthony with the Detroit branch of the NAACP will have 4 buses leaving from 
Fellowship Chapel to D-C this evening [7pm].  Anthony says this year they hope to leave with an 
action AND follow up plan for communities. 
 
10/12/15 
5:27am 
Terri Lee 
Remove the Confederate Flag  
Hundreds of people attended a rally Sunday to call on Mississippi to remove the Confederate 
battle emblem from its state flag. About 400 people took part in the change-the-flag rally outside 
the Mississippi Capital, including civil-rights leader Myrlie Evers-Williams and Mississippi-born 
rapper David Banner, who say the flag is racially divisive. 



11/8/15 
8:32am 
Zahra Huber 
Missouri Football team Benched Themselves  
At least 30 black football players at the University of Missouri are on strike, saying they won't 
participate in team activities until the school's president is removed. The action stems from 
weeks of unrest over the lack of engagement on race relations with President Tim Wolfe. CBS 
News Correspondent Jamie Yuccas (you-kiss) says students want to talk following racially-
charged incidents on campus 
 
11/28/15 
8:00am 
Rob Davidek 
City Holiday Shopping  
Detroit Branch of the NAACP is kicking off an annual effort that promotes holiday shopping in 
the city.  The campaign starts today at the 1917 American Bistro and focuses on businesses 
along Livernois Avenue.  
 
11/2/15 
9:47pm 
Tawana Holly 
College basketball-Affirmative Action 
Hundreds of men's and women's college basketball coaches are asking the U-S Supreme Court 
to preserve affirmative action in university admissions. The coaches from across the N-C-A-A 
spectrum have joined their professional associations in filing a friend of the court brief with the 
nation's highest court -- saying their personal experience has convinced them that there is value 
in considering race when picking a college class. 
 
12/6/15 
7:13am 
Dave Ramos 
MI State Senator says Sorry 
A Michigan state senator says he's sorry for making what his colleagues across the aisle racially 
insensitive. Senator Marty Knollenberg, an Oakland county Republican, made comments in a 
committee hearing that equated race with failing school districts. The quote "you can't make an 
African-American white" - among other statements - angered a teachers union and Democratic 
lawmakers. 
 
12/9/15 
4:22pm 
Brian Larsen 
Race and College admission  
Torn as ever over race, the Supreme Court today weighed whether it's time to end the use of 
race in college admissions nationwide or at least at the University of Texas. 
 
12/29/15 
6:40pm 
Brian Larsen 
Twitter Rules 
Twitter has revised its rules to emphasize that it will suspend or ban users who issue violent 
threats or espouse hateful conduct. The new policy says Twitter won't tolerate accounts 
deemed to be primarily aimed at inciting harm toward others on the basis of race, religion or 
other factors. 
 
 



REGIONAL REVITALIZATION 
 
10/1/15 
6:19am 
Scott Ryan 
Online Sales Tax 
Buy a lot of stuff on line? As of today, those retailers have to collect the state sales tax under 
the new Main Street Fairness law. Jim Hallan of the Michigan Retailers Association says it's 
more than being fair; it's supporting the brick and mortars that are your hometown's bread and 
butter… 
 
10/2/15 
10:58am 
Scott Ryan 
State tax Fixing Roads 
A rollback of the state income tax and truck weights are two of the issues now being discussed 
as part of a road funding package.  Legislative leaders and Governor Snyder have been 
discussing a state income tax rollback as a way to give residents a tax break at the same time 
taxes are being increased to fund repairs.  Talks have been ongoing for months, but state 
senator Arlan Meekoff says they are making progress. 
 
10/7/15 
7:02pm 
Brian Larsen 
Medical Marijuana Tax 
Michigan would Tax medical marijuana and regulate the drug in a tiered system similar to 
alcohol and gambling under bills approved this afternoon by the state House. The businesses 
would pay a 3 percent tax on their gross retail income, in addition to Michigan's 6 percent sale 
tax. Another bill would amend the 2008 voter-approved medical marijuana law to authorize non-
smokable forms such as oils, food and pills. The bills next go to the Senate. 
 
10/17/15 
9:56am 
Brian Larsen 
Paying for Winter 
Heating costs… Affordable Housing... clothing needs. Congresswoman Brenda Lawrence is 
hosting a "WINTER RESOURCE FAIR" in her district Monday to address the NEED many 
people face in the community. Officials from organizations like Forgotten Harvest... The United 
Way... and The Heat and Warmth Fund will be on hand at the Samaritan Center in Detroit to 
help residents prepare BEFORE they get behind this winter. The program will run Monday from 
10 am until noon. 
 
11/1/15 
6:11am 
Ron Dewey 
Christmas tree in Detroit 
Christmas is on the way in downtown Detroit. The city's official 2015 tree will be elevated onto 
the Woodward Fountain in Campus Martius Park on Wednesday. The Norway Spruce which 
weighs over 10-thousand pounds and measures over 60-feet tall - comes from the Cadillac 
area. The Detroit Cass Tech Marching Band will be on hand to play festive music as the tree 
goes up and local officials make their remarks between 12 and 12:30 pm; this all leads up to the 
Tree Lighting Ceremony and Show on November 20th. 
 
 
 



11/5/15 
4:55am 
Scott Ryan 
Bedrock Real Estate  
A new wrinkle in Detroit's skyline; the historic Book Tower on Washington Boulevard has been 
illuminated.  The building was constructed in the 1920s, features Corinthian columns and a 
copper rood. Bedrock Real Estate Services acquired a downtown city block earlier this year, 
with plans to create a mixed-use development of housing, retail, and office space. 
 
11/10/15 
7:20am 
Beth Fisher 
New Business Food show 
Michigan Made foods and agricultural products - that's the focus of the 8th annual Making It in 
Michigan conference at the Lansing Center today. MSU Product Center Director Matthew 
Birbeck says it's a great opportunity for new businesses to get exposure for their products. 
 
12/15/15 
7:17pm 
Brian Larsen 
Winter Blast  
 An annual winter festival will return early next year to downtown Detroit's Campus Martius Park. 
Organizers of the Winter Blast announced that the event will run Feb. 12-14th. It'll feature a new 
"Taste of Detroit" food tent. Returning attractions include a 200-foot snow slide and a 300-foot 
zip line. The event attracted more than 75-thousand people last February. 
 
12/17/15 
4:44am 
Scott Ryan 
Breaking Bread 
Here's something you don't see every day:  A 45-pound wreath...made of bread.  Avalon 
International Breads and Bedrock Real Estate Services will break bread this morning as they 
unveil a big announcement.  The wreath is Stollen bread, a German treat filled with fruits and 
spices. The event is at eleven-30 at the CityLoft building on Woodward near Campus Martius 
Park. 
 
12/21/15 
5:10pm 
Jason Scott 
Detroit Unfinished Jail 
The jail project in downtown Detroit hasn't been touched since 2013. Basham says hearings are 
scheduled to take place in the New Year to hash-out this entire situation. 
 
 
TRANSPORTATION/LOGISTICS 
 
10/3/15 
9:39am 
Jason Scott 
I-275 Reconstruction  
Major reconstruction work is set to begin next year along I-275... Right now, the Michigan 
Department of Transportation is asking the public's input on how it should impact traffic. 
 



10/5/15 
5:48am 
Terri Lee 
Detroit Buses  
For the first time in five years, there's a contract in place between the city of Detroit and the bus 
drivers' union.  Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan, the director of the Detroit Department of 
Transportation and officials with A-T-U local 26 are set to hold a press conference this morning 
to announce details of the agreement.   
 
10/8/15 
1:20pm 
Terri L 
Airlines and Travel  
The good news: More airline flights are arriving on time. The not-so-good news: Consumer 
complaints about the carriers have nearly doubled. The Department of Transportation says the 
nation's leading carriers posted an on-time rate of slightly better than 80 percent in August. 
That's better than July and the previous August. At the same time, consumers filed more than 
14-hundred complaints, up from 773 a year earlier. 
 
10/15/15 
10:28am 
Zahra Huber 
Terrorist Watch List Check 
A computer glitch on a program that checks passenger names against the terror watch list 
caused nationwide delays at numerous airports including New York's John F. Kennedy 
International Airport. 
 
11/3/15 
7:10pm 
Chris Renwick 
Airbags explode  
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has fined Takata $70-million dollars for the 
way it handled the recalls of airbags that exploded upon deployment, killing eight and injuring 
more than 100 worldwide. Regulators have also ordered Takata to stop making the airbag 
inflators unless the company can prove they are safe. 
 
11/10/15 
2:04pm 
Zahra Huber 
Unsafe Limo Company   
MDOT is urging Michigan residents NOT to book a limo ride through a local company. The 
Michigan Department of Transportation says they've revoked Entertainment Express's bus and 
limo operating certificates, after the Dearborn Heights company vehicles failed several safety 
inspections -- and were cited a number of times from State Police. 
 
11/18/15 
6:13am 
Scott Ryan 
Thanksgiving Travel 
Triple-A Michigan says more than one-and-a-half million Michigan residents will be traveling this 
Thanksgiving holiday.  That's the highest number in nearly a decade, due in part to low gas 
prices and an improved economy.  About 90 percent of people will drive to their destinations.  
We're on pace for the lowest Thanksgiving gas prices since 2008. 
 
 



11/24/15 
9:37pm 
Tawana Holly 
Self-Driving Cars 
Federal transportation officials are rethinking their position on self-driving cars, with an eye 
toward getting the emerging technology into the public's hands. Just 2 years ago, the U-S 
Department of Transportation struck a cautious tone. Now, Transportation Secretary Anthony 
Foxx says with the technology's rapid development, federal policy is being updated. 
 
12/3/15 
10:57am 
Terri Lee 
Amtrak Chicago-Detroit  
Two rail transportation advocacy groups say double-tracking the entire roughly 300 miles of an 
Amtrak line from Chicago to Detroit is the best way to get more frequent and faster trips 
between the two cities. The idea is being advocated by the Midwest Association of Railroad 
Passengers and Midwest High Speed Rail Association. The groups are seeking public support 
throughout Michigan for the proposal. 
 
12/4/15 
12:32am 
Tawana Holly 
Road Bill Passes  
Congress has overwhelmingly approved a 5-year, $305-billion bill to address the nation's aging 
and congested highways and bridges... after years of stymied efforts. The bill was approved 
359-to-65 in the House, and 83-to-16 in the Senate. It now goes to the White House for 
President Obama's signature. 
 
12/7/15 
9:56am 
Zahra Huber 
Senior Driving  
Secretary of State Ruth Johnson and other top Michigan officials plan to help launch a new 
website designed to help senior drivers. Safe Drivers Smart Options will give information and 
resources to aging drivers, their family and friends, and doctors and caretakers. The website will 
provide resources to help aging drivers safely maintain their independence and transition to 
alternative transportation options when it is time to give up the keys. 
 
12/23/15 
10:39am 
Dave Ramos 
Car Seat Safety 
Kids are safer in cars as of recent, according to a study by the Transportation Research Group 
at Wayne State. Virtually half of toddler’s ages 4 to 7 are strapped into booster seats - just over 
49 percent, compared to 42 percent just two years ago. When it comes to car seats for younger 
kids and babies, almost 96 percent of them are safely seated, up from 93 and a half percent in 
20-13. Parents are getting a couple of things wrong, with car seats though - improper 
positioning of the chest clip is the biggest error mom and dad make. That was observed just 
about half the time. On booster seats, shoulder belt positioning is the biggest faux pas. State 
law requires drivers and passengers 15 years old and younger in any seating position to be 
buckled up - eight and under for booster seats. 
 
 



WWJ Community Outreach Events 
 
10/8/15 
8am-9am 
Leaders and Innovators: Women in Leadership at Lawrence Tech University.    
WWJ’s Jackie Paige and WWJ/FOX 2 Business Editor Murray Feldman moderated a discussion 
with top women leaders in metro Detroit as they talk about their triumphs, challenges and 
pitfalls. What qualities and abilities do successful businesswomen bring to the workplace that 
can help you advance your career path?  Panelists Included: Ellen Hill Zeringue, Vice President 
of Marketing, Detroit Tigers, Gwen M. MacKenzie, Senior Vice President, Ascension Health, 
Kelly Rossman-McKinney, CEO, Truscott Rossman and Shanell Weatherspoon, Global 
Powertrain Engineering HR and General Motors. 
 
11/12/15 
8am-9am 
Leaders and Innovators: Building Your Personal Brand at Lawrence Tech University.    
WWJ/Fox 2’s Business Editor Murray Feldman moderated a discussion about teaching you how 
to market yourself.  Panelists included: Mark S. Lee, President and CEO, The Lee Group,  
Jaclyn Misch, CBS Survivor 29: San Juan del Sur, Former Miss Michigan USA, Jon Misch, CBS 
Survivor 29: San Juan del Sur, Former Michigan State Linebacker and Therese Peace, TM 
Peace and Associates.  
 
12/29/15 
7pm-8pm  
Detroit Rising: Old Meets New, Can the Two Detroit’s Get Along?  
WWJ’s Vickie Thomas hosts the fourth annual WWJ/ARISE Detroit! Radio Special.  Panelists 
included, Luther Keith, executive director, ARISE Detroit!, Vanessa Peake, Urban Development 
Corp., Carl Zerweck III, director of Rippling Hope;  Author Aaron Foley, Jordan Twardy, 
executive director of the Eight Mile Boulevard Association and Kim Sherrobi, west side 
community activist.   
 
 
 
WWJ Regularly Scheduled Features 
 
Staying in Touch 
 
10/03/15 
Big Brothers Big Sisters with their annual gala event October 16th...Janine Gant of Big Brothers 
Big Sisters says they provide one on one attention that help grown-ups , known as the “Bigs,” 
mentor the kids...along with tutoring, job shadowing and counseling. 
  
10/10/15 
Political activist and writer Kim Trent at this week's rally to kick-off a year-long fundraiser to 
finish testing the remaining rape kits found six years ago in an abandoned Detroit Police 
warehouse...Detroit black women's groups coming together for the African-American 490 
Challenge...based on the cost of testing each kit. 
 
10/16/15 
Vania Apps of the Fraser first Booster Club on the new barrier-free recreation area that just 
opened at McKinley park...A 14-acre park with a half-mile walk path and comfort station and by 
next summer, playground equipment designed for adults and children of all physical abilities.  
  
 
 



10/24/15 
Jennifer Eisner with the state department of health and human services says 34 people lost 
their lives to carbon monoxide poisoning, with over 700 who fell ill. Eisner says the best way is 
to have carbon monoxide detectors in the house with fresh batteries 
 
10/31/15 
Terri Miller, Executive Director for Help Eliminate Auto Thefts, or HEAT, marking their 30th 
anniversary. With over 10-thousand tips to their anonymous tip line 1-800-242-HEAT...In that 
time, they've paid out over $4 million dollars in rewards and nearly $60 million dollars in 
recovered vehicles. 
 
11/07/15 
Linda Azar, Macomb Collaborative Food program manager, who coordinates food donations to 
local food banks, reporting that hunger among area seniors are at an all-time high. 
 
11/14/15 
Al Kacskowski Executive Director of Rebuilding Together Oakland County on their 2nd annual 
Bowl-a-thon Friday night November 20th at Great Charter Lanes in Farmington Hills. The group 
of volunteers helping seniors, veterans and other low-income homeowners who have nowhere 
else to turn when they have problems at home. For many homeowners, especially seniors, 
Kaczakowski says their help is the difference between staying in their home and having to move 
out. 
 
11/21/15 
Shiela Clay Neighborhood Service Organization on the "Sock It to Me" campaign to collect 
unused socks for homeless people in Detroit to prevent foot injuries from frostbite during the 
winter months. 
 
11/28/15 
Sandy Williams of Foundations of Saline on their coat collection campaign involving Detroit 
Lions player Golden Tate's foundation, serving families with needy children throughout Wayne, 
Washtenaw and Monroe Counties. 
 
12/05/15 
Nancy Foran, President of Goodfellows on the newspaper drive towards distributing 34-
thousand holiday packages to families of needy children in Detroit and surrounding areas. 
 
12/12/15 
Light house of Oakland County needs your help to "Adopt a Family" for the holidays... Jackie 
Michealson is a volunteer coordinator for Lighthouse, where families are provided necessities as 
well as gifts for children, items they could otherwise not afford to buy, or not allowed with bridge 
cards or food stamps...Michealson says they help 5-hundred families every holiday season 
under the program no in its 25th year. 
 
12/19/15 
Mary Grace McCarter, executive director of the Rainbow Connection....whose charity is 
answering the wishes of 3-hundred children facing life-threatening illnesses...about 70 more 
than last year...trying to make their families' holidays a little brighter with a toy drive that goes all 
year long. 
  



12/26/15  
Dr. Susan Young is the medical director for Beaumont's Center for Exceptional Families, behind 
the adopt-a-family holiday program. Families of children with special needs throughout Metro 
Detroit getting a little extra Christmas cheer this week from the Beaumont Center for 
Exceptional Families. Volunteers, donors and staff came together at Jack Demmer Lincoln in 
Dearborn to deliver gift baskets to these families. 
 
 
Your Eye on Health 
 
10/1/15  
Flu season: Flu season typically occurs between October and May. A Kroger pharmacist offers 
flu shot advice.  
 
10/2/15 
Men's health: The 5th annual Men's Health Event is October 3rd at Ford Field. 
 
10/5/15: 
Placebo: A University of Michigan study finds a placebo helped people with depression. 
 
10/6/15 
 Breast cancer: Signs other than a lump that could mean breast cancer. 
 
10/7/15  
Kids and sports: A pediatrician offers advice on fueling your kids on and off the field. 
 
10/8/15  
Handbags: While your body language can reveal a non-verbal form of communication it turns 
out that your handbag can also speak volumes about you. 
 
10/9/15  
Why you should get a flu vaccine sooner rather than earlier. 
 
10/12/15 
Internet and teens: A Henry Ford Hospital study finds that teens that spend a lot of time on the 
internet are at increased risk for high blood pressure. 
 
10/13/15  
Weight loss: An Ann Arbor resident and former contestant from "The Biggest Loser" tells how he 
lost and kept the weight off for the past 10 years. 
 
10/14/15  
Children and vision: More kids are becoming nearsighted and too much time on the computer 
and phone may be to blame. 
 
10/15/15  
Caramel apples: Listeria bacteria can grow on unrefrigerated caramel apples according to a 
study from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
 
10/16/15  
Micro-Needling: If you're looking to get rid of wrinkles, improve skin texture or facial scars then 
Micro-Needling might be the treatment for you. 
 
 
 



10/19/15 
CPR:  New guidelines from the American Heart Association.  
 
10/20/15  
Flibanserin: The first new prescription drug to treat low sexual desire disorder is available to pre-
menopausal women. 
 
10/21/15  
Emergency plans:  A new study from University of Michigan’s National Poll on Children’s Health 
finds many parents don't know about their child's pre-school emergency plans in case of fire or 
snowstorm. 
 
10/22/15  
Tennis elbow: Fall cleanup can cause tennis elbow. 
 
10/23/15  
Botox: An injection of Botox into a heart muscle after bypass surgery may prevent atrial 
fibrillation according to a study from The American Heart Association Journal Circulation. 
 
10/26/15 
 Breastfeeding: A lactation specialist discusses the benefits of breastfeeding. 
 
10/27/15 
Education: An education expert says many kids are not making the grade when they enter 
kindergarten. 
 
10/28/15 
Drug abuse: Michigan Prescription Drug and Opioid Task Force met at Detroit Medical Center to 
unveil its recommendations. 
 
10/29/15  
Leaky gut: A local naturopath explains the disorder and offers advice. 
 
10/30/15  
Pumpkin: Health benefits of adding pumpkin to your diet. 
 
11/2/15  
Melanoma: The Food and Drug Administration recently approved a new drug for people with 
melanoma called Imlygic.  
 
11/3/15 
Stroke: The University of Michigan Aphasia program is using technology like iPad’s to help 
patients.  
 
11/4/15  
Relationships: A relationship expert offers advice for couples in mid-life and beyond. 
 
11/5/15  
Affordable Care Act: Experts offer advice on enrollment. 
 
11/6/15 
Team spirit: A University of Nebraska study on if cheering for your team plays a role in the 
outcome. 
 
 



11/9/15 
Foot pain: A FDA cleared titanium stent called Hypro-cure helps stabilize the ankle joint. 
 
11/10/15  
Nitrous oxide: Nitrous oxide or laughing gas is often used in dental offices, but now St. Joseph 
Mercy Ann Arbor is offering the drug to women during labor and delivery. 
 
11/11/15  
Pomegranate: If you're looking for a fall fruit that packs a healthy punch...you might want to 
consider reaching for a pomegranate. 
 
11/12/15  
Premature birth: The March of Dimes released their premature birth report card and Michigan 
got a C. 
 
11/13/15  
Spices: Pumpkin and cinnamon can be good for your health. 
 
11/16/15 
Heart health: Support groups have been shown to be helpful in addressing things such as 
substance abuse and eating disorders.  Now a study from Mount Sinai School of Medicine finds 
that group therapy also helps improve healthy behaviors in people who are at risk for heart 
disease.  
 
11/17/15 
Winter skin: A dermatologist offers advice on getting your skin ready for winter. 
 
11/18/15  
Indoor exercise: How to make the transition from outdoors to indoors. 
 
11/19/15 
Electronic cigarettes: As electronic cigarette use skyrockets among youth, even teens agree 
with parents that what’s known as “vaping” needs stricter rules according to C.S. Mott Children’s 
Hospital National Poll on Children’s Health at the University of Michigan. 
 
11/20/15  
Antibiotic use: The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention wants to raise awareness about 
the proper use of antibiotics and the threat of antibiotic resistance. 
 
11/23/15  
First steps: A local woman paralyzed in a car accident got a chance to walk at the DMC 
Rehabilitation Institute of Michigan thanks to a high tech robotic device called Rex. 
 
11/24/15  
Age spots: A dermatologist offers advice on getting rid of age or sun spots. 
 
11/25/15  
In-vitro fertilization: A Michigan State University study finds too much follicle stimulating 
hormone during IVF can reduce the chance of birth. 
 
11/26/15 
Dangerous toys: The Public Interest Research Group has released its list of dangerous toys. 
 
11/27/15  
3-D printing: Cleveland Clinic doctors use a 3-D printed model to help with a liver transplant. 



11/30/15 
Foot pain: A special device can help support the ankle joint. 
 
12/1/15 
Heart health: Young adults (ages 18 to 30) who had greater endurance in treadmill tests lived 
longer and were less likely to suffer heart attacks or stroke later in life according to a recent 
study from the University of Michigan. 
 
12/2/15 
 Bargain shopping: A psychologist explains why we feel good when we get a bargain.  
 
12/3/15  
Physician burnout: A story from Mayo Clinic finds physicians are burnt out and it's getting worse. 
 
12/4/15  
Weight loss: A study from Orlando Health says to be successful when it comes to losing weight 
you need to pay attention to the emotional aspect in addition to the physical aspect like diet and 
exercise. 
 
12/7/15 
Medicare: Today is the last day to enroll. An expert offers advice. 
 
12/8/15 
Giving: A Psychologist talks about the benefits of giving to others. 
 
12/9/15  
Exercise: An expert says why you should work out now rather than wait for the New Year. 
 
12/10/15  
Health screenings: The American Academy of Pediatrics has issued some new screening 
guidelines. 
 
12/11/15  
Police 90 day challenge: The Detroit Police Department and the Detroit Medical Center are 
working to make officers healthier. 
 
12/14/15  
Holiday germs: How to avoid getting sick this time of year. 
 
12/15/15  
Sleep schedule: Why you should stick to your regular sleep routine even on vacation. 
 
12/16/15  
Pregnancy and flu shots: Pregnant women should get a flu shot. 
 
12/17/15  
Family conflict: How to avoid family drama over the holidays. 
 
12/18/15  
3-D printed device: U of M performs the first 3-D implantable device in a teenager’s windpipe. 
 
12/21/15  
Appendix: A new study from Nationwide Children's Hospital finds that antibiotics can cure 
appendicitis alone.  
 



12/22/15 
Infections: A report by Trust for America’s Health and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
gives Michigan the lowest score, a three out of 10 on key indicators related to preventing, 
detecting, diagnosing and responding to outbreaks of infections. 
 
12/23/15  
Movie theatre: There are a lot of germs at the movies. A family medicine doctor has advice to 
avoid getting sick. 
 
12/24/15  
Home births: A Canadian study finds that there is no increased risk of harm to a baby if a 
woman with a low-risk pregnancy gives birth at home with the help of a midwife compared to 
having the baby at a hospital. 
 
12/25/15  
Night shift workers: Night shift workers are at risk for being dangerous drivers according to a 
study from Brigham and Women's Hospital. 
 
12/28/15  
Drones: University of Michigan Survival Flight members say drones are interfering with their 
work. 
 
12/29/15  
Bells not a Bang: The city of Detroit wants people to ring in the New Year by ringing a bell and 
not shooting a gun. 
 
12/30/15  
New Year resolutions: An expert offers advice to reach your goals. 
 
12/31/15  
Henry Ford Challenge. The Ford Motor Company and Henry Ford Health System are 
challenging their employees to work together in a tech design challenge that will merge cars and 
medicine. 
 
 
Made in Michigan 
 
10/7/15 
MABEL GREY 
Top Chef Contestant opens destination restaurant as part of revival in working class Hazel Park. 
 
10/14/15 
REDFORD THEATER 
Old movie house struggles for survival selling seats to showings of old movies on real film. 
 
10/21/15 
BIRD'S BIG PUMPKINS 
Cyril Bird has a home-based business based on his hobby of growing giant pumpkins. 
 
10/28/15 
HACIENDA MEXICAN FOODS  
Mexican food company based in southwest Detroit since 1990, branches out from its restaurant 
business by selling chips and tortillas under its own label at Meijer stores in six states. 
 
 



11/4/15 
JARHEAD SALSA 
Former marine cook sells his own recipe salsa for profit and donates some money to local vets. 
 
11/11/15 
MINDO CHOCOLATES 
Dexter woman retires with her husband, opens an Ecuador cafe, and begins making chocolate 
in her Dexter home. 
 
11/18/15 
BETTER HEALTH STORES 
Store chain that started in Walled Lake in 1998 satisfies the growing taste for products without 
artificial preservatives, colors and flavors. 
 
11/25/15 
BANZA PASTA 
Brian Rudolph came up with a recipe for pasta made out of chick peas by experimenting in his 
kitchen and now sells the gluten-free product in 1,700 U.S. stores. 
 
12/2/15 
DETROIT AIRCRAFT LLC 
Detroit company makes and sells drones worldwide from its office at Detroit City Airport. 
 
12/9/15 
NEU KOMBUCHA 
Royal Oak woman leaves raw food cafe jobs and starts business selling her own recipe healthy 
sweet tea Kambucha. 
 
12/23/15 
DESSERTS BY SHA LA CYNT'S 
Cynthia Davis started making dairy-free healthy foods when her husband got sick and now sells 
Vegan desserts at local supermarkets, while looking for a storefront for her products. 
 
12/30/15 
PHOENIX THEATERS 
Locally based chain draws in customers with reclining seats and cheaper prices like the $5 
matinee. 
 
 
Making the Grade 
 
10/6/15 
Michigan Students getting “Fueled Up” to learn and be active.  Brianna Banka is a school 
wellness specialist and registered dietician with the United Dairy Industry of Michigan.  She says 
the Fuel Up To Play 60 program encourages kids to eat healthy and get at least 60 minutes of 
activity every day.  Also taking part in the special event at Ford Field was former Detroit Lion 
Jason Hanson. 
 
10/8/15 
Helping students make the transition from the ACT to the SAT College Entrance exam.  Bob 
Monroe is Assistant Superintendent for Teaching and Learning in the Utica Community Schools.  
He says students should prepare themselves for the rest by taking rigorous courses like Algebra 
II, and taking the P-SAT, so they are ready for the test in their Junior Year.  
 
 



10/13/15 
Giving some Detroit students a Lift:   Larry Brown is Executive Director of LIFT, Lightweight 
Innovations for Tomorrow, a government-funded manufacturing institute based in Detroit.  They 
showed off LIFT’s virtual reality assembly line to students at Cody High School to get more 
students interested in STEM—Science, Technology, Engineering and Math, a field that will have 
thousands of job opportunities in the future. 
 
10/15/15 
Student Art from the Heart:   Detroit Country Day Headmaster Glenn Schilling says the latest 
artistic talents of 30 Country Day students are on display at Detroit Children’s Hospital 
Cafeteria. He says the art means a lot to the young artists and the kids in the hospital. It’s the 
14th year Country Day students have provided their art to cheer up young patients.  Middle 
School student Maria Cecilia is among the students contributing their talents.  She says it 
makes her feel good to make others feel good.  
 
10/20/15 
The best time to start a college savings program for your child is now.  Robin Lott heads the 
Michigan Education Trust and the Michigan Education Savings program.  She says Michigan 
actually has three tax deductible savings programs, including MET, the prepaid tuition plan; and 
MESP, the investment based program, and they are lowering fees to make it easier for families 
to take advantage of the program.  And she says you start contributing for just a few dollars a 
month. 
 
10/22/15 
Cooking up something new at Baker College of Port Huron’s Culinary Institute of Michigan:  
Baker College Director of Admissions Dan Kenney, who says the school could add more 
student housing next fall, after just opening 17 new apartments with room for 48 students from 
its Culinary Institute.  
 
10/27/15 
Celebrating 40 years on the air with a whole new generation of students: While we’re in the 
digital age, students at Avondale High School are still into radio, broadcasting on the school’s 
radio station WAHS. Kimberly McKnee is the school’s Radio Teacher.  She says the station has 
a strong signal and good facilities, but it wasn’t really being utilized. So she worked with the 
students to start the program back up again.  Sophomore Mitch Payne says he’s learned a lot 
being on the air.   Junior Connie Rabani says being on the air has also helped her with 
communication skills and to learn more about herself. 
 
10/29/15 
Getting more students into college and helping them graduate.  Brandy Johnson is Executive 
Director of M-CAN, Michigan College Access Network.  She says right now, about 40 per cent 
of young adults possess an Associate’s Degree or higher.  Their goal is to increase that number 
to at least 60 per cent by 2025.  They are also encouraging students to apply to at least one 
college this week. And she says students and families should not cost keep them from attending 
college.  She says it’s an investment that will pay off in the long run. 
 
11/3/15 
Helping students succeed in something they dread: Writing that dreaded college application 
essay. Kim Lifton is President of WOW Writing Workshop in Royal Oak, which works with 
college-bound students to teach them what to include in a college essay.  She says students 
should research the schools on line, talk to their counselors, and just breathe; don’t overthink it. 
 



11/5/15 
Remodeling a school, a neighborhood, and students’ lives:  Life Remodeled CEO Chris Lambert 
says they’ve just finished installing a new gym floor at Detroit’s Osborne High School on the 
city’s east side, and making improvements to the school’s library and cafeteria.  Student Alice 
Simms is excited about the changes, saying it makes the school look nice and thinks it will make 
more kids want to come to Osborne.   Principal Dennis Miles says the students and staff are 
excited and enthused about all the improvements.  
 
11/10/15 
Keep guns out of Michigan Schools. That’s the feeling of most Michigan residents in a new poll. 
EPIC-MRA President Bernie Porn says 69 per cent of those polled in a recent survey oppose 
the open carry of guns in school. And 57 per cent don’t want to see concealed weapons in 
school buildings.   Most of those polled say the only guns in school buildings should be carried 
by law enforcement officers. 
 
11/12/15 
Jump with Jill, a program to keep kids fit and healthy, the world’s only rock’n’roll fitness show.  
Laura Brown plays the part of “Jill” in “Jump with Jill,” which is entertaining kids in more than two 
dozen Michigan schools.   She says the show is a fun way to teach kids how to choose healthy 
snacks and be active. 
 
11/17/15 
Education Week: Many school districts have started to privatize custodians, bus service and 
cafeteria workers.  But critics say that’s a shortsighted way to save money.  Debbie Chandler is 
President of the National Council For Educational Support Services, the union which represents 
those workers.  She says they are other workers for districts to save money.  Chandler says 
those employees can be the eyes and ears to make sure students are safe. 
 
11/19/15 
Younger kids competing in Robotics, while competing in STEM—Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math:  Utica School Superintendent Dr. Christine Johns says a middle school 
Lego Robotics competition called “Thunderquest,” features 50 teams from Metro Detroit.  And 
high school students actually help organize and run the tournament. 
 
11/24/15 
Helping to teach, prepare, train and hire young people to fill the I-T jobs of today and tomorrow 
in Detroit.  Ryan Doyle is Vice President of Galaxy Solutions, one of the founding companies 
involved in Experience I-T, a ten week program to train and hire the next generation of I-T 
employees.  80 per cent of students are successful graduates who were hired after completing 
the program. 
 
11/26/15 
Imagination comes to life in America’s Thanksgiving Day Parade down Woodward Avenue in 
Downtown Detroit.  13-year-old Ayress Goss, an 8th grader at Ludington Magnet Middle School 
in Detroit, designed “Family Time,” the winning float in the annual competition sponsored by the 
Skillman Foundation.  Tonya Allen is President and CEO of the Skillman Foundation, which has 
sponsored the float design competition for the past 23 years.  She says it helps give young 
people an opportunity to show what they would like in their community. 
 
12/3/15 
They haven’t started playing yet, but a new minor league baseball team is already a big hit with 
the Utica Community Schools.  Andy Appleby is Founder and President of the New United 
Shore Baseball League, which will have players work to maintain Utica School fields.  They will 
also be awarding scholarships and sponsoring reading contests for students, offering prizes like 
tickets to games, for students.  



 
12/8/15 
Teaching kids how to deal with cyberbullying.  Kendall Cabot is a fifth grader at Woodland 
Elementary in the Avondale School District, who says she was bullied when she was younger.  
She and her classmates just got a visit from Troy Police Officer Gayle Jasek, who gave them 
some tips on how to deal with bullying.  Fifth grade teacher Sarah Parker says the kids learned 
a valuable lesson on what they should and should not respond to bullying. 
 
12/10/15 
 A Motown legend is singing the praises of public education.  Singer Martha Reeves wants kids 
to know just how important a quality education is, because it helped her become successful.  
And Reeves is concerned that some schools have eliminated music, arts, and other programs.  
She is delivering her message to Graham Elementary in the Avondale Schools. 
 
12/15/15 
Making a difference in her community is really paying off for this local high school student.  
Avondale High School Senior Julia Rosander has just won a thousand dollar scholarship for 
making a difference with her community service work.  She has enjoyed leadership and working 
with other schools and students.  
 
12/17/15 
What does the future hold for the Educational Achievement Authority, which was created to turn 
around the failing schools in the Detroit Public Authority?  Ivy Bailey is Interim President of the 
Detroit Federation of Teachers.  She is more optimistic about doing away with the EAA and 
returning the schools to DPS.   But Governor Rick Snyder says despite some problems with the 
authority, there have been some improvements with those schools. 
 
12/22/15 
Kids helping other kids overcome their fear of public speaking.  Key2Finesse Speech 
competition.   Catholic Central High School student Chintan Maheshwari and 15-year-old Troy 
High School student Esha Ghosalkar are the creators of the competition, which is a fundraiser 
for THAW, the Heat and Warmth Fund.  
 
12/31/15 
Making it easier for college students and their families to afford a computer:  Robin Lott heads 
the Michigan Education Savings Program and the Michigan Education Trust, the state’s two 
college savings plans.  She says new federal rules will allow students and families to use money 
from those accounts to purchase a computer to use for college classes.  


