
CBS RADIO INC. 
 

ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 
 

FOR 
 

 
 

THIRD QUARTER 2015 
 

July 1
st
 through September 30

th
, 2015 



WWJ NEWSRADIO 950 
ISSUES OF CONCERNS TO METRO DETROITERS 

ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING IN THE 
THIRD QUARTER 2015 

July 1st – September 30th, 2015 
 
1.  Public Safety/Law Enforcement 
 Crime.  Police staffing and training.  Private security firms.  Initiatives against crime.  Courts.  

Prison facilities.   
 
2.  Education 
 Public schools and school reform.  Private education.  Colleges and University enrollment 

and development.  Technology in the classroom.  Job training.  Continuing education for 
adults.  School safety. 

 
3. Environment/Energy 
 Land Use.  Pollution.  Preserving open space and recreational areas.  Status of the Great 

Lakes.  Alternative Energy sources.  Energy efficiency.  Sustainability. 
  
4.  Health and Medicine 
 Personal health and fitness.  Child health.  Medical facilities.  Insurance, affordability and 

access issues.  Costs of prescription drugs.  Development and adoption of new life-saving 
techniques.  Victim support.  Alcohol and substance abuse. 

 
5.   Leadership/Politics/Elections 
 Political leadership.  Corporate leadership.  Corporate citizenship.  Energizing voters.  Public 

participation in the electoral process.  Local government.  Effective government.  Developing 
future leaders. 

 
6.   Homeland Security 
 Emergency preparedness.  Security measures.  Protection against terrorist attack.  Border 

security.  Foreign nationals.  Immigration.  Government funding. 
 
7.  Labor/Workforce 
 Union negotiations.  Corporate and labor relations.  Worker training.  Layoffs.  Worker 

preparation.  Jobs and job creation.  Worker benefits.  Retirees. 
 
8.  Race Relations 
 Racism.  Civil Rights.  Discrimination.  Equal access.  Racial profiling.  Neighborhood 

segregation.   
 
9.  Regional Revitalization  
 Taxes, infrastructure, support for business start-ups and company attraction.  Sports 

facilities.  Affordable housing.  Commercial development.  Attracting people downtown. 
Economic climate.   

 
10. Transportation/Logistics  
 Road construction.  Traffic.  Airport development.  Light rail.  Mass transit.  New 

technologies for cars. 
 

 



PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
WWJ NEWSRADIO 950 

PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 

Staying in Touch 
Airs Saturdays at 6:23am, 9:43am, 11:23am, 12:53pm and 9:53pm. One minute in length.  Ron 
Dewey highlights special events going on in the Southeast Michigan region.  (See topics 
attached) 
 
Heroes of Diversity 
Airs the third Monday of each month at 9:52am, 2:52pm and 8:52pm, Tom Jordan profiles 
people who are serving as a catalyst for change to advance equity and opportunity for all.  This 
program is in conjunction with the Michigan Roundtable for Diversity and Inclusion. (See topics 
attached)  
 
Your Eye on Health 
Airs Monday-Friday at 1:22am, 3:40am, 1:53pm and 6:53pm.  Dr. Deanna Lites reports on all 
things healthy including the latest breakthroughs in research as well as advice on living a 
healthy lifestyle. (See topics attached) 
 
Made in Michigan 
Airs Wednesdays at 9:52am, 2:52pm, 8:52pm and Saturdays at 4:52am, 9:52am and 4:53pm. 
One minute in length.  Sandra McNeill profiles companies who make products people can buy 
while trying to emphasize the jobs and business success each company has.  (See topics 
attached) 
 
What’s Hot Around Town? 
Airs Thursdays and Fridays at 10:23am, 2:23pm, 4:53pm, 7:53pm, 10:43pm, Saturdays at 
8:23am, 10:23am, 12:23pm and 3:23pm.  One minute in length.   Roberta Jasina highlights a 
fun or unique event taking place in Southeast Michigan, with a special focus on Arts and 
Cultural Organizations.  
 
Making the Grade 
 Airs Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:53am, 2:53pm, 8:53pm and Sunday at 9:52am, 1:52pm, 
4:52pm, 10:21pm.  One minute in length.  Greg Bowman highlights innovations, achievements 
and interesting stories from the classroom, featuring students, teachers and administrators. 
(See topics attached)  
 
Education Today 
Airs Monday-Friday at 9:23am, 12:22pm, 5:42pm, 9:52pm and 3:22am. Laura Bonnell provides 
educational tips to help children and parents improve reading, writing, math, and other skills.  
 
Automotive Insight 
Airs Monday-Friday at 5:53am, 6:53am, 7:53am and 11:53am.  One minute in length.  John 
McElroy provides two unique insights daily into the business of making cars, and designing the 
cars of the future. 
 
Car Chronicles 
Airs Monday-Friday 12:53pm, 3:53pm, 5:53pm, 6:53 pm.  Each report runs one minute.  Jeff 
Gilbert highlights people and lesser-known stories from the automotive business, as well as 
critiquing new products as they come out from the manufacturers.  
 



The Feldman Report 
Airs Monday-Friday 8:53am, 10:53am, 3:23pm, 6:23pm and 9:53pm. One minute in length.  
Murray Feldman provides insights for small business, discusses the general business climate, 
and highlights business leaders. He also provides advice for consumers. 
 
 

News Stories Addressing Community Issues 

  
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY/LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
7/2/2015 
12:06p 
Sandra McNeill 
Barricaded Gunman hoax 
An apparent barricaded gunman situation that sent chills through a Grosse Point Park 
neighborhood this morning has taken a big twist. It turns out it was all a hoax. Grosse Pointe 
police don't know who made the call about the home where a man claimed to have killed his 
girlfriend and taken two children hostage.  Police Chief David Hiller says he's trying to figure out 
who made the call. 
 
7/6/2015 
8:07am 
Terri Lee 
Police Chase Leaves Two Kids Dead 
The man who sparked a police chase that resulted in a crash that killed two children in Detroit 
will appear in court today.  Lorenzo Harris is facing over a dozen charges including second 
degree murder in the chase in late June.  Police say Harris reached speeds of over 95 miles per 
hour in a residential neighborhood.  The resulting crash killed two young siblings and injured 
three other children.  Today is a court conference.  Harris will be in court a week from today to 
determine if there is enough evidence to bring him to trial. 
 
7/11/2015 
8:04am 
Bob Mundie 
Child Found In Lake 
We should learn more today about the death of nine-year-old Omarion Humphrey when police 
hold a news conference at 3:30 this afternoon. The boy's body was found in Lake Callis near 
Flint, six days after he vanished. Omarion's father, Jamell Humphrey, says he was shocked that 
his son's body was found in a lake that had already been searched several times. Police have 
not said yet whether foul play is suspected in the death.  Keep it here and at CBS Detroit.com 
for live and local updates. 
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7/16/2015 
12:06pm 
Brooke Allen 
MSP Shoots Two Men     
An early morning police chase in Flint ends with Michigan State Police trooper’s shooting two 
men.  Michigan State Police Lt. David Kaiser says around 2:25 this morning, troopers attempted 
to stop a vehicle for a traffic violation near Atherton Road and the GM Flint Assembly Plant.  
The chase lasted about five minutes before the driver of the SUV stopped and backed up and 
tried to hit the troopers. That’s when the suspects were shot. As is protocol, the troopers 
involved have been placed on paid administrative leave while the investigation is conducted. 
 
7/25/2015 
2:34pm 
Jason Scott 
False Police Reports 
The Grand Rapids Police Department is reminding residents that filing a false police report is a 
no-no. Sgt. Terry Dixon says a woman who was arrested during a traffic stop last year claimed 
she was inappropriately touched by the arresting officer. It was proven the officer did not touch 
24-year old Caitlin Pals in a sexual manner. Just this week, Pals pleaded guilty to the crime of 
filing the false report and will serve up to six-months in jail. 
 
8/3/2015 
6:33am 
Scott Ryan 
Fatal Hit and Run 
Detroit police are searching for the driver responsible for a fatal hit-and-run accident on the 
city's west side. 22-year old Bradley Harris was hit by a silver Ford Taurus at Warren and 
Livernois Sunday around 4:30.  The driver reportedly removed the license plate from the vehicle 
and ran off, leaving his girlfriend in the vehicle.  Police say they know the driver's identity. 
 
8/7/2015 
12:23pm 
Rona Danziger 
Speeding Crackdown 
The latest speeding crackdown on area freeways leads to more than 120 speeding tickets for 
drivers on I-75.  Michigan State Police made 163 stops yesterday on I-75 near Clark Street in 
southwest Detroit.  One person was clocked doing 94 in the 55-mile-per-hour zone.  Along with 
the speeding tickets, 11 people were arrested and 23 people were ticketed for distracted driving. 
Over the past couple weeks hundreds of people have been ticketed in similar crackdowns on I-
94 and I-275.   
 
8/14/2015 
12:05pm 
Rob Davidek 
Stabbing Death 
A Pontiac man is dead and a woman is in custody after a stabbing late last night.  Oakland 
County Sheriff investigators say the 24-year old victim was seen coming out of a home on 
Fiddis Avenue.  He was stabbed in the neck and chest.  The 19-year old suspect was arrested 
early this morning.  She told police the man attacked her with a broom stick and during the fight 
she grabbed a knife and defended herself.  A report will be sent to the prosecutor's office which 
will determine if any charges will be filed. 
 



8/18/2015 
4:32pm 
Terri Lee 
Backpage Murder 
Authorities say a woman found fatally stabbed on Detroit's west side has been identified as a 
young woman missing since arranging a meeting with a man online. Detroit Police officials tell 
WWJ that the Wayne County medical examiner's office has identified the body found yesterday 
as that of 23-year-old Cynthia Worthy. Police earlier said Worthy was last seen at her home on 
Friday afternoon. She was supposed to meet with a man that she had met through 
Backpage.com, which carries personal ads for people looking for sex. 
 
8/25/2015 
1:36pm 
Scott Ryan 
First Responders Scholarship 
Grand Valley State University has created a scholarship in memory of a graduate who died 
while battling wildfires in Washington State.  The Richard Wheeler First Responder Memorial 
Scholarship will be available to students who are first responders, including firefighters, police 
officers and paramedics. The South Haven native graduated from Grand Valley in 2013 with a 
bachelor's degree in natural resources management.  A memorial service is being planned. 
 
9/1/2015 
3:05pm 
Bob Mundie 
Trooper Funeral 
Hundreds have packed Fenton High School this afternoon to say a final farewell to Michigan 
State Police Trooper Chad Wolf. He was killed last Friday after being hit and then dragged 
along I-75 in Oakland County. Speaking at the funeral, Colonel Kristie Etue with the Michigan 
State Police says it's a devastating loss for everyone. Law enforcement officers from around the 
country are among those on hand. 
 
9/6/2015 
11:34pm 
Chris Renwick 
BB Gun Damage 
Three 18-year-olds and two 17-year-olds face charges after vehicles in several communities 
north of Detroit were damaged by BB gun pellets and spray paint. Police in Ferndale pulled over 
a car this morning after receiving complaints of vehicle windows being shot out. Officers found 
five BB guns and spray paint inside the car. Police say a total of about 60 cars have been 
damaged in Ferndale, Royal Oak, Madison Heights and Hazel Park. The teens are expected to 
be arraigned Tuesday. 
 
9/10/2015 
8:05pm 
Jon Hewett 
Firefighter Murdered 
Murder charges were filed today against the 22-year-old Lansing man who, police and 
witnesses say, deliberately drove his pickup truck into a firefighter who was collecting money for 
charity at a busy intersection.  Grant Taylor was charged with open murder in the death of 35-
year-old Dennis Rodeman. Taylor's request for bond was denied.  Rodeman, a seven-year 
veteran of the Lansing Fire Department, was married just two months ago.  He and his wife 
were expecting their first child. 
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9/17/2015 
3:32pm 
Brian Larsen 
Biden Motorcade Accident 
This just in… A police officer in Vice President Joe Biden's motorcade has been in an accident 
for the second time in a week. The officer was escorting Biden's motorcade to Detroit's 
transportation headquarters for an event on public bus upgrades. The ambulance traveling in 
the motorcade peeled off to assist the injured officer. Biden's office says the officer is being 
treated at a local hospital, where's he's awake and responsive. 
 
9/24/2015 
9:33pm 
Russ McNamara 
Shooting at Bus Stop 
A Highland Park man has been charged with murder following a shooting at a bus stop. The 
victim, 59-year-old Stanley Carter, was waiting at the stop on Woodward at Tennyson in 
Highland Park when he was approached by the alleged suspect, Malcolm Benson. Police say 
Benson robbed the victim and shot him once in the chest, leaving Carter there on the street to 
die. H-P P-D investigated and say just hours before the alleged fatal robbery, the 50-year-old 
Benson raped a woman in the same area. Malcolm Benson is charged with 1st Degree Murder, 
robbery, sexual assault and gun charges. He'll be back in court Friday. 
 
 
EDUCATION ISSUES 
 
7/1/2015 
6:13am 
Greg Bowman 
New Superintendent 
Today is the first day on the job for Michigan's new State School Superintendent.  Former 
Dearborn Superintendent Brian Whiston says his biggest challenge is improving student 
achievement in Michigan. Whiston takes over from Mike Flanagan, who served as Michigan's 
top education official for the past ten years. 
 
7/6/2015 
11:11am 
Terri Lee 
High School Drone Training 
A nonprofit is planning to invest up to $1 million to create a drone training center at Detroit city 
airport.  The Detroit Free Press reports Base 11 funding will renovate two hangar bays and outfit 
them with equipment. Officials say students from Detroit's Davis Aerospace Technical High 
School will be offered classes at the airport. The Freep says Costa Mesa, California-based Base 
11's for-profit subsidiary Aerodrome will offer the drone-related training. 
 
7/16/2015 
3:35pm 
Brian Larsen 
No Child Left Behind 
The U-S Senate has voted to roll back significant parts of the much-criticized No Child Left 
Behind education law. The overhaul was approved by an 81-17 vote and now sets the stage for 
what could be contentious negotiations with the House over the federal government's influence 
over education policy. The Senate bill would leave in place the law's annual testing schedule. 
But Senators voted to give states and districts more control over whether and how to use tests 
to assess the performance of schools, teachers and students. 



7/26/2015 
1:23pm 
Jason Scott 
3rd Grade Reading 
Following recommendations from Governor Rick Snyder's Third Grade Reading Workgroup, a 
new bill is being debated in Lansing to increase grade level reading proficiency. The bill includes 
interventions for students who struggle with reading in kindergarten through third grade. Studies 
show if students are not proficient in reading by the conclusion of third grade, they are four-
times less likely to graduate high school. 
 
7/31/2015 
6:34pm 
Brian Larsen 
Pell Grant for Inmates 
Some federal and state prison inmates could be eligible for federal grants to take college 
courses while still behind bars. Education Secretary Arne Duncan and Attorney General Loretta 
Lynch announced the pilot program involving federal Pell grants during a visit today to the 
Maryland Correctional Institution. The program will allow, on a temporary basis, federal grants to 
be used to cover college costs for prisoners for the first time since Congress excluded them 
from student aid in 1994. 
 
8/1/2015 
10:07am 
Chrystal Knight 
DPS Teacher Paychecks Delayed 
Hundreds of frustrated Detroit Public School teachers lined up at the Fisher Building Friday 
waiting for their paychecks which were one week late. The school district blames a glitch in the 
payroll for the delay, but Steve Conn says this is an ongoing problem that's affecting the quality 
of education Detroit students receive. Conn says a large part of the problem is that the 
emergency manager has gutted the payroll department too much. 
 
8/9/2015 
7:23am 
Jason Scott 
Ed Funding 
16-billion dollars has been set aside by state lawmakers to fund education in Michigan. As the 
latest school year approaches, Michigan's Speaker of the House, Kevin Cotter, is reinforcing 
how important that amount is. The Republican from Mt. Pleasant says there is more funding for 
education this year in the state than any year prior. 
 
8/11/2015 
2:11pm 
Zahra Huber 
EMU Removing Hurons 
Eastern Michigan University is removing logos depicting the profile of an American Indian and 
the word "Hurons" from marching band uniforms.  The Ypsilanti school will buy new uniform 
jackets with no logos or symbols other than the block "E" on the outside. The nickname and the 
school's mascot were dropped in 1991 after criticism they were demeaning to Native Americans. 
The school's nickname was changed to "Eagles."   
 



8/19/2015 
8:07pm 
Deanna Lites 
School Stress Leads to Headaches 
Getting ready to go back to school could give your child a headache. Researchers at 
Nationwide Children's Hospital in Columbus analyzed about 1,300 visits to the hospital's 
emergency department from 2010 to 2014. They found the number of visits for headaches 
among children ages 5 to 18 stayed about the same for most of the year, but jumped more than 
30 percent in the fall. It's not surprising to Providence Hospital neurologist Bruce Silverman who 
says when stressed is placed on people such as returning to school it can trigger a migraine or 
tension headache. To reduce the risk of headaches, Dr. Silverman recommends parents get 
children back to a routine and offer stability in diet and sleep patterns to transition back into the 
school situation. 
 
8/28/2015 
9:07am 
Scott Ryan 
Only Quaker School to close 
Financial problems are forcing Michigan's only Quaker school to close its doors.  Friends School 
in Detroit turned 50 earlier this year.  The K-thru-8 school follows the Quaker values, such as 
peace and stewardship.  School officials say badly-needed building repairs, such as a new roof, 
helped seal the school's fate for this academic year.  But parents tell the Free Press they have a 
plan to get new leadership and fundraising efforts in place, in hopes of re-opening next year.   
 
9/3/2015 
10:23pm 
Zahra Huber 
Back to School For Teachers 
Students are heading back to class in less than a week but it's already back to school for local 
teachers. Heather Urbanowicz teaches Kindergarten at Roosevelt Primary in Ferndale and 
she's been prepping for the start of school for two weeks now. Her classroom is filled with 
colorful signs and letters hanging from the walls and ceiling. Her advice to parents: Prepare your 
kids and have a routine to practice before they head to school and she says keep in mind, when 
it comes to sending your child back to school sometimes it's harder on the parents than the 
students.  
 
9/7/2015 
8:12pm 
Zahra Huber 
School Supply List Growing 
From pens and pencils, to notebooks and binders, even sani-wipes, the "back to school" supply 
lists are getting longer, leaving many Metro area families scrambling this Labor Day. The 
National Retail Federation estimates the average back to school family spends about $630 
dollars on needed school supplies. 
 
9/14/2015 
11:35pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Seattle Schools Strike 
Summer break is showing no signs of letting up for the 53-thousand students at Seattle Public 
Schools. The district has canceled classes again today, as a strike by teachers enters its 
second week. Both sides resumed negotiations over the weekend as they attempt to iron-out 
concerns about pay raises and teacher evaluations. 
 



9/21/2015 
2:11pm 
Rob Davidek 
Farmington School Meetings 
The first of two community meetings this week regarding possible school closings in the 
Farmington School District takes place tonight.  The School Board is considering proposals to 
close several schools, including Harrison High, in a budget cutting move.   Tonight's forum will 
be at North Farmington High School at 7 o'clock.  There's another meeting Friday morning at 
the Maxfield Education Center.   
 
9/26/2015 
1:13pm 
Brian Larsen 
High School Science 
Michigan State University and researchers in Finland are joining forces to try to make science 
more exciting in high school. MSU says there's a lot to learn from Finland where students are 
known to crush international tests. The National Science Foundation has approved a 3-point-6 
million dollar grant for the project. Over five years, science education researchers will work with 
teachers in the U.S. and Finland to design a curriculum in physics and chemistry. The lessons 
will allow researchers to study the impact of new teaching strategies. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT/ENERGY 
 
7/5/2015 
8:07pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Erie Algae 
There's a toxic algae problem in Lake Erie. State agriculture and environmental leaders will 
hand out 12 million dollars from the federal government to farmers who take steps to reduce the 
pollutants that wash off their field and help feed the algae. How can they do this? By planting 
cover crops, grass-filter-strips or adding drainage systems. Officials say the organisms have 
contaminated drinking water supplies and helped create dead zones where fish can't survive. 
This new plan could take a few years for officials to determine progress. If it doesn't work, 
tougher regulations and new approaches will be needed.  
 
7/12/2015 
11:34pm 
Tawana Holly 
Beach Explosion 
Officials are trying to understand what knocked a woman into a rock wall on Rhode Island 
beach. The 50-year-old woman was taken to the hospital. Witnesses described an explosive 
force. But investigators have found no evidence of an explosive device. Larry Mouradjian is the 
associate director for natural resources at the Department of Environmental Management. He 
says the Salty Brine beach was evacuated late this morning and the beach will remain closed 
while the investigation continues. 
 
 



7/22/2015 
7:53pm 
Brian Larsen 
Uber and the Environment 
A deal has been struck between New York City and Uber. The ride-sharing company has 
agreed to a four-month study on the impact of the cars on traffic and the environment -- and 
there will not be a cap on Uber's growth during the study. City officials say a cap could still be 
imposed if Uber reneges on the deal. 
 
7/28/2015 
2:42pm 
Terri Lee 
Clinton on Keystone 
Hillary Clinton says she will not take a position on the Keystone XL pipeline until she becomes 
president. Clinton told voters in New Hampshire today that she will not second-guess President 
Barack Obama's pending decision on the pipeline. She said that would not be the right thing to 
do because the government's review of the project started during her tenure at the State 
Department. Environmental organizations have spent years urging regulators to deny approval 
for the pipeline to ship oil from Canada's tar sands to the Gulf of Mexico. 
 
8/3/2015 
6:12pm 
Rob Mason 
Power Plant Emissions 
Michigan officials say they will review the Obama administration's plan for reducing power plant 
emissions before deciding whether to comply. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
released a plan Monday to slash carbon dioxide emissions 32 percent nationwide by 2030. 
Michigan's cut would be from nearly 70 million tons in 2012 to 47.5 million tons by 2030. The 
Michigan Agency for Energy says the state will study whether there's a reasonable path to 
compliance. Attorney General Bill Schuette says he's deeply concerned but hasn't decided 
whether to mount a legal challenge. 
 
8/9/2015 
5:33pm 
Zahra Huber 
Mine Wastewater 
Wastewater from an abandoned gold mine continues to leak into a river in Colorado three days 
after the Environmental Protection Agency accidentally caused the spill. About 1 million gallons 
of wastewater from Colorado's Gold King Mine began spilling into the Animas River on 
Wednesday when an EPA-supervised cleanup crew accidentally breached a debris dam that 
had formed inside the mine. New Mexico Environment Secretary Ryan Flynn called it a 
devastating disaster:  
 



8/16/2015 
6:22pm 
Chris Renwick 
Nuclear Waste Protest 
Groups opposed to a Canadian plan to bury radioactive waste less than a mile from the Lake 
Huron shore are planning to protest in Port Huron this afternoon. Organizers say it will feature 
live music and speakers from the U.S. and Canada. Publicly owned Ontario Power Generation 
wants to bury low and intermediate level waste from nuclear plants deep underground near 
Kincardine, Ontario. A government advisory panel has endorsed the plan while Canada's 
environment minister is expected to make a decision by December. Many officeholders and 
nonprofit organizations around the Great Lakes say the project isn't worth the risk. But Ontario 
Power Generation says the waste will be entombed in rock and won't endanger the lake.  
 
8/23/2015 
10:23pm 
Chris Renwick 
Restoring Wildlife Habitat 
Crews are setting up equipment to begin work on a drain project designed to restore wildlife 
habitat on Harsens Island. Dump trucks and excavators are ready for the start of digging to 
restore the 4-mile-long Krispin Drain this month. The drain runs through the middle of the island, 
located at the mouth of the St. Clair River. An invasive grass that grows quickly and squeezes 
out native plants is clogging the drain, according to one business owner. The drain runs behind 
the business. The Environmental Protection Agency will fund the work with Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative funds. Bids came in around $3-point-4-million-dollars. 
 
8/29/2015 
3:35pm 
Jon Hewett 
Climate Change 
President Barrack Obama will be announcing new policies to help communities adopt to climate 
change, when he visits Alaska on Monday.  This weekend, he spoke about the need to protect 
the environment in his weekly media address. The president is also being criticized for his 
decision to allow Royal Dutch Shell to drill for oil in the Arctic Ocean under what he says are 
"rigorous standards".   Environmental groups argue that Arctic drilling will expose whales, 
walruses and polar bears to risks of spills, while expanding the kind of energy production 
blamed for climate change. 
 
9/5/2015 
9:11am 
Brian Larsen 
New Waterway Threat 
Is there a NEW threat to Michigan's waterways? Scientists recently discovered a type of 
freshwater algae in the St. Mary's River near Sault Ste. Marie. The other species, New Zealand 
mud snails, were found in a river near Ludington. The algae had been found in small, sporadic 
concentrations over the past century. The snail had never been seen in Michigan before. Both 
species pose a threat to recreational activities because they can easily attach to boats and 
fishing gear. They also have the potential to affect drinking water supplies. The state 
Department of Environmental Quality is reminding boaters and anglers to take steps to clean, 
drain and dry their equipment to help prevent the spread of the species.  
 



9/11/2015 
11:12am 
Scott Ryan 
Expansion of Detroit Waste Center 
A key deadline is fast approaching for people concerned about the proposed expansion of a 
Detroit hazardous waste center.  The last day for public comments is Saturday regarding the U-
S Ecology Plant.  That's where toxic chemicals are treated and temporarily stored on the city's 
east side near the Hamtramck border.  State environmental officials expect to approve a new 
license that would let increase hazardous waste storage tenfold.  U-S Ecology says there 
haven't been adverse environmental impacts during the 40 years the plant has operated. 
 
9/16/2015 
5:42pm 
Brian Larsen 
Clean Apple 
Apple has given its latest iPhones an environmental upgrade to go along with a better camera 
and a few new features. The world's biggest technology company says the iPhone "6s" and "6s 
Plus" have reduced their carbon emissions by 14 to 16 percent from last year's models. The 
estimates are based on measurements that quantify how much pollution is caused during the 
production, distribution, consumer usage and recycling of the devices. Most of the 
improvements reflect changes made in the purchasing and manufacturing of the aluminum used 
in the iPhone enclosures. 
 
9/19/2015 
7:32pm 
Jason Scott 
Ethanol Fire 
A train carrying tankers of ethanol has derailed and caught fire in rural South Dakota. Authorities 
say six of the cars near the front of the train tumbled from a truss that spans a dry creek bed. 
Bon Homme County Emergency Management information officer Lee Rettig says damage from 
the Saturday morning crash appears extensive. He says the BNSF railroad will conduct an 
environmental review when the fire has been extinguished. 
 
9/25/2015 
3:06pm 
Jeffrey Gilbert 
Automakers on Notice 
Volkswagen's emission test cheating is now going to put all carmakers under the microscope. 
The environmental protection agency says it's going to be doing more testing of both new 
vehicles and those currently on the road. Chris Grundler heads the EPA's air quality office and 
says the increased testing will be done on both diesel and gasoline powered engines.   
 
 
HEALTH/MEDICINE 
 
7/1/2015 
7:11am 
Deanna Lites 
Weight Equals Sexual Behavior 
A teenage girls' weight may determine her sexual behavior. A University of Michigan study finds 
obese teen girls are less likely to use contraception. Dr. Tammy Chang is the lead author. Dr. 
Change says one reason for the findings may be that obese adolescents have been shown to 
have lower self-esteem compared to normal weight teenagers which may prevent them from 
asking a doctor about contraception. 



7/6/2015 
11:13am 
Deanna Lites 
Sick Doctors 
Health experts say when you're sick you should stay home. Yet a new study finds many health 
care workers don't practice what they preach. Despite knowing that being sick can put patients 
at risk, a survey of more than 500 health care workers such as doctors, nurses, physicians 
assistants and midwives finds that more than 80-percent admit to working sick at least once in 
the past year. Some of the reasons for working while sick include staffing concerns and not 
wanting to let patients and colleagues down. 
 
7/10/2015 
4:23pm 
Deanna Lites 
Milk Chocolate Can Be Healthy 
For years we've heard about the heart protective benefits of dark chocolate, but could milk 
chocolate also help. University of Aberdeen researchers studied the eating habits of about 21-
thousand people. They found people eating up to 100-grams of chocolate a day lowered their 
risk for heart disease and stroke. Most of the people in the study ate milk chocolate which was 
surprising to researchers.  
 
7/13/2015 
6:07pm 
Deanna Lites 
Chicken Recall 
There is a CHICKEN recall out today. Barber Foods is recalling frozen, raw and stuffed chicken 
products that may be contaminated with Salmonella. The foods are sold at various stores 
across the country including Wal-Mart, Kroger and Meijer stores. The chicken products were 
produced between February 17, 2015 and May 20, 2015.To learn more about the products in 
the recall go to CBS Detroit dot com. 
 
7/23/2015 
5:12pm 
Jason SCOTT 
Driving For Elderly Happiness 
Giving up the car keys equals increased risk of health problems in the elderly, that's according 
to Triple-A Michigan. Public Affairs Director Susan Hiltz says older adults who have stopped 
driving are almost two-times more likely to suffer from depression. Hiltz says it's important older 
drivers have a plan in place which helps maintain mobility and independence once they have 
retired from driving. 
 
8/1/2015 
9:52pm 
Brian Larsen 
Legionnaires’ Disease Death 
New York City health officials say a fourth person with Legionnaires' disease has died in the 
Bronx amid an outbreak that has resulted in dozens of cases. Health officials say there have 
been a total of 65 reported cases of people with the disease and 55 have been hospitalized. 
They say 20 people have been discharged. Legionnaires' disease is caused when water tainted 
with a certain bacteria is inhaled into the lungs. There have been 24-hundred cases nationwide 
this year. 
 
 
 



8/6/2015 
8:52pm 
Deanna Lites 
Child Discipline 
Many parenting books and experts preach positive parenting and "no drama" discipline. But 
could punishing a child be an effective form of discipline? Researchers say timeouts and other 
types of assertive tactics can work if they're administered correctly and with select behaviors 
such as when dealing with a toddler who is acting defiant or hitting. The experts say the 
mistakes parents often make in implementing a timeout is using at the spur of the moment. 
Instead, they recommend parents tell their children ahead of time which behaviors will result in 
time out and then follow through. The information was presented at a convention of the 
American Psychological Association. 
 
8/13/2015 
2:43pm 
Terri Lee 
Amoeba Death 
A swimmer has died after coming into contact with a rare amoeba in a southern Oklahoma lake. 
The State Department of Health says the adult swimmer died after visiting Lake Murray late last 
week. The lake is about 110 miles south of Oklahoma City. The rare and usually deadly disease 
is caused by a single-cell organism that is naturally present in most lakes, ponds and rivers. 
When swimmers dive or submerge their heads in contaminated water, the amoeba travels up 
the nose to the brain, where it destroys tissue. 
 
8/19/2015 
3:12pm 
Deanna Lites 
Child Stress Headaches 
Getting ready to go back to school could give your child a headache. Researchers at 
Nationwide Children's Hospital in Columbus analyzed about 1,300 visits to the hospital's 
emergency department from 2010 to 2014. They found the number of visits for headaches 
among children ages 5 to 18 stayed about the same for most of the year, but jumped more than 
30 percent in the fall. It's not surprising to Providence Hospital neurologist Bruce Silverman. He 
says when stress is placed on people such as returning to school it can trigger a migraine or 
tension headache. To reduce the risk of headaches Dr. Silverman recommends parents get 
children back to a routine. 
 
8/24/2015 
5:07pm 
Deanna Lites 
Fertility Concerns Effecting Cancer Treatment 
Fertility concerns are causing some young women with breast cancer to discontinue treatment 
according to a new University of Michigan study. Taking the drug Tamoxifen for 10 years may 
prevent a common type of breast cancer from returning. Yet a new study of more than 500 
young women finds that fertility concerns kept a third of them from taking the medication and a 
quarter who started taking tamoxifen to stop early.  U of M researcher and surgical oncologist 
Jackie Jeruss says women taking tamoxifen are advised not to get pregnant because there's a 
high risk it could harm the fetus. 
 
 



9/3/2015 
3:11pm 
Deanna Lites 
Preventing Sexual Abuse 
CARE House of Oakland County works to train parents and educate children in an effort to 
prevent sexual abuse from happening. The goal of the Body Safety program is to empower 
children with knowledge concerning their bodies. They also teach children that if an adult 
doesn't make you feel safe remember to no, go and tell. Say no, go and get away and tell 
someone. 
 
9/8/2015 
5:10p 
Deanna Lites 
Fighting Obesity 
Obesity is an epidemic in this country. It's likely to remain unless there is a radical change. 
Researchers from George Washington University say a new framework is needed to fix the 
obesity problem, a model that integrates health care in the clinic with resources in the 
community to promote better nutrition and physical activity for people. Bill Dietz is one of the 
researchers and says the best way to accomplish this is with an integrator, somebody or an 
institution that's a go between medical systems and community systems. About 79 million adults 
in the United States now suffer from obesity. 
 
9/14/2015 
5:05pm 
Jason Scott 
Michigan Plague Victim 
A woman living in the Upper Peninsula has become the first Michigan resident to ever be 
diagnosed with the bubonic plague. The woman, whose name has not been released, 
contracted the disease after traveling to a part of Colorado affected by the plague. This is the 
14th case of the illness in the United States this year, but first ever in Michigan. Smith says 
people traveling out west and spending times outdoors in rural areas are the ones that should 
be aware of the risk for exposure to plague.  
 
9/20/2015 
2:20pm 
Pat Vitale 
Clinton on ACA 
Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton says it's time to say that the debate of the 
Affordable Care Act is over. Clinton says Obamacare is the core of how the country is going to 
provide healthcare to Americans moving forward. 
 
9/25/2015 
1:11pm 
Deanna Lites 
West Nile Virus Victim 
A Michigan resident has died from West Nile Virus. The virus is transmitted by an infected 
mosquito. This is the first West Nile related death in Oakland County since 2003 and the first 
this year in Michigan. People over age 50 have a greater chance of developing a serious illness 
such as encephalitis or meningitis if they get bit by an infected mosquito. To protect yourself 
from mosquito bites: Use insect repellent, wear protective clothing such as long sleeved shirts 
and pants. Get rid of standing water around your home such as in flower pots or kids pools. It's 
best if you can limit outdoor activity from dusk to dawn when mosquitoes are most active.  
 
 



LEADERSHIP/POLITICS/ELECTIONS 
 
7/4/2015 
2:37pm 
Paul Snider 
Jon Bon Jovi 2016 Election 
Jon Bon Jovi may be giving politics a bad name. The New Jersey rocker is straddling the fence 
when it comes to the 2016 presidential election. The other night he hosted a fundraiser for 
Democratic contender Hillary Clinton and tweeted photos of himself playing guitar at the event. 
But when New Jersey Governor Chris Christie announced his candidacy for the Republican 
nomination, Bon Jovi gave him permission to use some of his songs at the announcement 
ceremony. Christie also plays Bon Jovi tunes at his frequent town hall meetings. 
 
7/6/2015 
6:13am 
Beth Fisher 
Voter Registration Deadline 
If you want to vote in the August election, you need to be registered to vote by the end of 
business today.  Secretary of State Spokesman Fred Woodhams says you can check your 
voting status, check the criteria to vote, and see a sample ballot on the state website under 
"vote". 
 
7/12/2015 
8:07am 
Jason Scott 
New Democratic Chairman 
State Representative Brandon Dillon is the new chairman of the Michigan Democratic Party. 
The Grand Rapids lawmaker was elected today in Port Huron, where delegates held their vote. 
Dillon is in his final House term under term limits, and is expected to resign. A special election to 
fill his seat could be held at a later date.  Current chairman, Lon Johnson, is resigning to run for 
Congress. He was party chairman for more than two years. 
 
7/21/2015 
5:34pm 
Brian Larsen 
Tax Breaks Renewed 
The Senate Finance Committee has passed a bill to renew dozens of temporary tax breaks that 
expired at the start of the year. The bill would extend more than 50 tax breaks through 2016, 
beyond the upcoming presidential election. The tax breaks benefit big corporations and small 
businesses, as well as struggling homeowners and people who live in states without a state 
income tax. Congress routinely lets the tax breaks expire, only to retroactively renew them. 
 
7/30/2015 
7:07am 
Scott Ryan 
Ballot Drives Considered 
Michigan's election board is planning to consider three ballot drives today related to business 
taxes, sick days and voting by mail.  Some labor unions are backing an initiative to increase the 
six percent corporate income tax to eleven percent to raise more money for road improvements. 
A measure backed by labor and community groups would require that workers receive one hour 
of paid leave for every 30 worked.  And, a proposed constitutional amendment would move 
Michigan to mail-in ballots for elections. 
 



 
8/2/2015 
9:13pm 
Greg Bowman 
Wayne County Voters 
Voters in Wayne County are going to the polls on Tuesday to decide the fate of some local 
races and other issues.  In Garden City, voters will decide whether to renew a five year 3 point 
five million tax to pay for police and fire services. Officials say it would not result in higher taxes 
for residents because it's a renewal, not an increase. Meantime, Northville residents will be 
asked to approve a tax hike to pay for road repairs. And operating millage renewals are also on 
the ballot for voters in the Clarenceville and Hamtramck school districts.   
 
8/7/2015 
8:07am 
Scott Ryan 
Lansing Sex Scandal 
A sex scandal could be brewing in Lansing! The Detroit News has published raw audio from a 
recording by a house aide to State Rep Todd Courser, which indicates the Lapeer Republican 
wanted to send a fake email about himself to help cover up a personal relationship he was 
having with another lawmaker.  In the recording, Courser wanted his office worker to send an 
email about himself to Republican operatives, alleging that the lawmaker had been caught 
having sex with a male prostitute.  The worker declined to help.  There have been reports that 
Courser and Cindy Gamrat of west Michigan had an affair.  Both lawmakers are married. House 
Speaker Kevin Cotter is calling for an investigation. 
 
8/14/2016 
6:33pm 
Russ McNamara 
Gamrat Sorry 
Ending days of silence, a tearful Republican State Rep Cindy Gamrat apologized for her affair 
with fellow representative Todd Courser. Gamrat sidestepped allegations that she had fired aide 
Keith Allard after he objected to their relationship. Gamrat had approved of a 6% raise for Allard 
in the weeks leading up to his dismissal. Gamrat has said she's not resigning and will be back to 
work next week. 
 
8/25/2015 
11:12pm 
Sandra McNeill 
New Poll 
Hillary Clinton is now trailing Republican Jeb Bush in Michigan in a new poll ahead of next 
year's presidential election. Pollster Bernie Porn says it's quite a turnaround from June, when 
Clinton lead Bush. Porn says Clinton has lost a lot of Republican and Independent support as 
her unfavorability rating has risen to 55 percent.  The poll was conducted by EPIC MRA for 
WXYZ TV and the Free Press. 
 
9/1/2015 
11:11pm 
Brian Larsen 
Disciplinary Hearing Held 
A Michigan legislative committee has held its first disciplinary hearing for two lawmakers 
accused of misusing public resources to hide an extramarital affair. The special six-member 
panel convened today at the Capitol to adopt rules. The House Business Office released a 
report yesterday alleging that Republican Representatives Todd Courser and Cindy Gamrat 
were dishonest and violated House rules and campaign finance laws. 



9/11/2015 
2:42pm 
Terri Lee 
Baltimore Mayor Won’t Seek Re-election 
As Baltimore continues to deal with the fallout from the arrest and death of Freddie Gray, the 
city will be electing a new mayor. Stephanie Rawlings-Blake announced today that she won't be 
seeking re-election next year. She says she wants to focus on governing the city after the unrest 
that followed Gray's death in police custody. 
 
9/14/2015 
10:53pm 
Brian Larsen 
Democrat and Republican 
Are you a Democrat or a Republican? Damon Baldone wants to be both. He's seeking a seat in 
the Louisiana state House. He wanted to be listed as a Republican AND a Democrat on the fall 
ballot. But the state Supreme Court has turned down his request. Local election officials are 
listing his party affiliation as "other." The court is upholding the "other" listing without comment. 
 
9/20/2015 
3:32pm 
Sandra McNeill 
GOP Straw Poll 
Republicans call it the largest straw poll in the country ahead of the presidential election and 
Rand Paul and come out of top. Paul received 22 percent of the vote in the poll take at the bi-
annual Republican Leadership Conference on Mackinac Island.  Michigan Matters Host Carol 
Cain says despite the win, it was Donald Trump who stole a lot of show on the Island...even 
though he was a "no show." 
 
9/26/2015 
12:22pm 
Stephanie Garrette 
Janice Winfrey to Run 
City Clerk Janice Winfrey will throw her hat in the ring to run for the 13th Congressional seat 
against long serving Congressman John Conyers. 57-year old Winfrey has been city clerk for 
ten years. The elementary school math teacher is expected to make an official announcement in 
the coming days.  86-year old Conyers has been in office since 1965 and is up for re-election in 
2016. 
 
 
HOMELAND SECURITY ISSUES 
 
7/2/2015 
11:34am 
Sandra McNeill 
July 4th Security 
Security for the 4th of July Fireworks in New York City will be at an unprecedented high level.  
Police Commissioner William Bratton says it's better to be safe, than sorry. The preparations 
come after the FBI warned of terror threats over the 4th of July holiday. 
 



7/13/2015 
2:37pm 
Bob Mundie 
Drug Lord Search 
Mexican authorities are searching for the notorious drug kingpin known as "El Chapo" but there 
was no sign of him more than 24 hours after his escape from a maximum-security prison. U.S. 
drug enforcement officials have said they fear he could quickly retake control of a cartel which 
reaches deep into the United States and far around the world. 
 
7/15/2015 
12:36p 
Zahra Huber 
TSA Security Issues 
The Transportation Security Administration is responding to a damning security audit with more 
random luggage checks and less reliance on expedited screening. That means longer lines at 
the airport. This comes about a month after a covert testing found that T-S-A agents failed to 
find fake explosives and weapons 67 out of 70 times. An improvement plan by Homeland 
Security Secretary Jeh Johnson will require more use of hand-wands, bomb-sniffing dogs and 
more random testing of luggage and travelers for traces of explosives. 
 
7/21/2015 
4:05pm 
Brian Larsen 
Military Security 
The commander of Michigan's National Guard says additional security measures are being 
adopted after a fatal attack on two Tennessee military facilities, but he won't require that all 
personnel be armed while on duty. Major General Gregory Vadnais says that military and 
civilian personnel with concealed-carry licenses have been authorized to have their own pistols 
at National Guard facilities since March. He says he prefers the voluntary approach. 
 
7/27/2015 
9:42pm 
Bob Mundie 
Bulk Phone Records 
The Director of National Intelligence says the government will stop examining controversial bulk 
phone records collected as part of a once-secret anti-terror program. President Barack Obama 
sought, and Congress passed, a law ending the collection and instead allowing the National 
Security Agency to request the records from phone companies as needed in terrorism 
investigations. The records can't be purged at the moment because the NSA is being sued over 
them. 
 
8/3/2015 
11:50am 
Terri Lee 
Jeb Bush US Border Plan 
Developing on the political beat this midday, Republican presidential candidate Jeb Bush is 
outlining a six-point strategy to bolster security on US borders and overhaul immigration laws. 
CBS News Political Producer Alan Hee is traveling with the candidate and says he will be able 
to present himself in the first debate as the candidate with an actual plan. 
 
 
 
 
 



8/6/2015 
3:12pm 
Brian Larsen 
Trenton Fire Department Grant 
Tens-of-thousands of dollars are coming to the Trenton Fire Department in the form of a grant 
through the U-S Department of Homeland Security. Congresswoman Debbie Dingell announced 
the more-than 180-thousand dollar grant. The funding is expected to be used to help firefighters 
and first responders obtain equipment and other tools. 
 
8/12/2015 
12:07pm 
Zahra Huber 
Emergency Exercises 
Wayne County’s Department of Homeland Security & Emergency Management -- along with 
first responders from a number of other agencies -- will be conducting mock exercises today.  
The exercises taking place in the city of Wayne.  The goal is to test the effectiveness of 
communications across the U.S. and Canadian borders, using equipment and training acquired 
from a $4 million grant awarded to Wayne County. 
 
8/16/2015 
2:35pm 
Rob Davidek 
AT&T and the NSA 
Documents provided by former systems analyst Edward Snowden provide new details about 
ties between the National Security Agency and AT&T.  The New York Times and ProPublica 
jointly reviewed documents dated from 2003 to 2013.  A collection capability by AT&T was 
explained, and billions of internet records could be accessed. The Times also reports that the 
documents show that AT&T's cooperation has involved a broad range of classified activities, 
including help with spying on Internet communications at U.N. headquarters. 
 
8/24/2015 
2:06pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Stabenow Supports Iran Deal 
Michigan U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow will support the Iran deal.  In a statement issued 
today, the Democratic Senator says she's had extensive classified and unclassified briefings 
and understands what she calls "deep" fear and emotion in the debate.  And admits it is not a 
perfect deal.  But Stabenow also says the only thing worse than Iran being the largest state 
sponsor of terrorism would be Iran as the largest state sponsor of terrorism with a nuclear 
weapon.  The Senator says the imminent threat of Iran having a nuclear weapon outweighs any 
flaws she sees in the international agreement.   
 
9/2/2015 
6:23am 
Scott Ryan 
Peters to the Middle East 
Michigan U-S Senator Gary Peters is headed to the Middle East.  Peters is a member of the 
Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee.  He'll be meeting with officials 
in Iraq, Jordan, the United Arab Emirates, and Qatar to discuss the ongoing anti-ISIS military 
operations in Iraq and Syria.  Peters is also a former Lt. Commander in the U-S Navy Reserve. 
 
 
 
 



9/4/2015 
8:36pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Dam Transfer Dangerous 
A lawsuit seeking to block the transfer of a Montana dam to two Native American tribes is 
making the claim that the deal could lead to terrorism.  The lawsuit filed by state Sen. Bob 
Keenan, former state Sen. Verdell Jackson and Pointer Scenic Cruises seeks an emergency 
order to block Saturday's transfer of the Kerr dam from Northwestern Energy to the tribes on 
Montana's Flathead Indian Reservation.  The plaintiffs claim that the transfer could lead the 
Turkish government to seek raw nuclear materials on U.S. soil to blow up the dam or other 
targets. 
 
9/6/2015 
11:41am 
Jason SCOTT 
L.A. Bomb Threat 
A bomb threat caused the evacuation of several terminals and traffic delays at Los Angeles 
International Airport for about an hour and a-half on Saturday. Airport police officials say people 
on the lower level of terminals 3 to 6 were diverted upstairs after someone called the FBI, 
saying there was a bomb inside a Homeland Security van. Investigators found no such bomb. 
 
9/10/2015 
10:37am 
Terri Lee 
Arizona Highway Shootings 
The public safety director in Phoenix is calling a series of highway shootings "domestic terrorism 
crimes." Electronic billboards are flashing a "shooting tips" hotline to freeway drivers. And some 
residents are avoiding Interstate 10, where most of the shootings have occurred. No one has 
been seriously hurt, although one bullet shattered a windshield, cutting a 13-year-old girl. 
Authorities say there've been nine and possibly ten shootings in the last two weeks. 
 
9/12/2015 
7:36am 
Jason Scott 
Iranian Terrorism 
Congressman Michael McCaul of Texas says the radical Shia regime in Iran remains the world's 
leading sponsor of terrorism. And in today's GOP media address, the Texas lawmaker charged 
that President Obama's policies embolden Iran's leaders. 
 
9/23/2015 
9:42pm 
Russ McNamara 
Government Data Breach 
It turns out the number of fingerprint images stolen in a massive government data breach is 
worse than first thought.  Mark Graff of the computer security firm Telegraff says if China is 
involved as suspected, it might be able to impersonate high-level U.S. government employees. 
The Office of Personnel Management announced today that 5.6 million people were affected, 
not 1.1 million as first thought. 
 



LABOR/WORKFORCE ISSUES 
 
7/3/2015 
3:07pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Wayne County Union Not Happy 
The head of Wayne County's largest employee union is criticizing Executive Warren Evans for 
asking the state to review the County's finances and determine whether an "emergency" exists. 
Edward McNeil is the Special Assistant to the President of AFSCME. He says he doesn't see 
the need for state intervention at this point: Warren Evans proposed a contract that includes 
cuts to wages, health care, and pensions. 
 
7/6/2015 
9:52pm 
Chris Renwick 
EMS Underpaid 
About two dozen EMS employees were outside Detroit City Hall this morning protesting 
problems with their payroll. Mayor Mike Duggan's Chief of Staff Alexis Wiley says, an audit 
found that some EMS workers were being paid at a higher rate than what was negotiated and 
that others were being paid at a lower rate. Union rep Jeff Gaglio says the problems have lasted 
about 9 months and have covered everything from payroll being recouped to wrong pay rates 
and wages. 
 
7/15/2015 
10:12pm 
Rob Mason 
Prison Food Vender Switch 
Should Trinity Services Group of Florida be allowed to replace Aramark as the food supplier to 
Michigan's prisons without an open bidding process? One union is ready to challenge the State. 
Ed McNeil of AFSCME Council 25 says the governor has dropped the ball. Chris Gautz with the 
Michigan Department of Corrections says the law was followed and approved. Both Aramark 
and Trinity have complaints on record over sanitary issues with their services. 
 
7/23/2015 
11:31am 
Zahra Huber 
Auto Talks 
Contract talks between Ford and the United Auto Workers started this morning with a 
ceremonial handshake between Bill Ford and union president Dennis Williams. Ford said those 
on both sides of the table care about the success of the automaker and worked together to save 
the company from the brink of extinction during the recession. Williams joked that Ford has 
done very well and the union will remind them of that every day.  This is the first negotiations for 
Williams who added a new deal isn't just about achieving a contract in the factories, but 
achieving a future for those who come after.  Union Vice President Jimmy Settles said they 
aren't just negotiating for the UAW, but for the country. The auto contracts expire in mid-
September. 
 



7/28/2015 
2:32pm 
Sandra McNeill 
DPS No Pay 
The head of the Detroit teacher's union claims that hundreds of teachers were shorted on their 
paychecks today, while some have received no pay at all.  Steve Conn says it's the second time 
in two weeks that there has been a major payroll problem.  Conn claims the district is re-aligning 
its payroll system and had already delayed pay by a week for the teachers, causing some 
hardships.  Conn claims DPS also still owes hundreds of teachers promised bonuses and 
special pay for conducting workshops. 
 
8/1/2015 
10:32pm 
Brian Larsen 
Verizon Worker Strike 
Verizon workers in nine states could walk off the job as soon as TOMORROW [Sun] -- if union 
negotiators don't reach an agreement over benefits with the wireless carrier. A contract covering 
39-thousand Verizon workers represented by two unions expires at the end of the day. Last 
week, the Communications Workers of America announced that 86 percent of Verizon workers 
covered by the contract voted to strike in a recent poll, if a new agreement isn't reached. 
 
8/11/2015 
11:06am 
Zahra Huber 
Tribute to American Workers 
Groundbreaking THIS HOUR at Freedom Hill Amphitheatre in Sterling Heights--for a tribute wall 
honoring American workers. The metal and marble structure commemorates and celebrates the 
contributions of the working class and labor force in Macomb County and statewide. The 
“Tribute to The American Workforce,” is sponsored by DTE Energy, in partnership with Freedom 
Hill Amphitheatre, Macomb County, and numerous local unions.  
 
8/18/2015 
6:43am 
Pat Vitale 
NLRB Blocks Northwestern University Football Players 
The National Labor Relations Board has blocked Northwestern University football players from 
forming the nation's first college athletes' union. In a unanimous decision, the NLRB said the 
prospect of having both union and non-union teams could lead to different standards at different 
schools and create competitive imbalances. 
 
8/25/2015 
8:07am 
Scott Ryan 
Labor Secretary in Detroit 
Labor Secretary Thomas Perez is coming to Detroit today.  He'll be at Central United Methodist 
Church near Grand Circus Park at 12:30 to discuss minimum wage and workers' rights.  Perez 
is also a backer of the "Fight for 15" movement, an effort by fast food workers and their 
supporters aimed at boosting their pay, ideally to 15 dollars an hour. 
 



8/27/2015 
8:06pm 
Jon Hewett 
State Unemployment 
Seasonally unadjusted unemployment rates in July edged upward in 13 of the state’s 17 major 
labor market areas. That's according to a release today from the Michigan Department of 
Technology, Management & Budget.  Statewide unemployment last month inched up to 6.1-
percent, from 5.8-percent in June but remains down from nearly 9-percent who were 
unemployed a year ago.  The highest unemployment levels can be found here in southeastern 
Michigan, while the lowest are in the Grand Rapids area. 
 
9/9/2015 
2:23pm 
Scott Ryan 
UAW and Right-To-Work 
As the current contract sets to expire next Monday, United Auto Workers members would have 
the right to opt out of the union under Michigan's right-to-work laws. Labor experts think senior 
U-A-W members are more likely to stay in the union, while the younger, lower-paid tier-two 
workers might go, but this General Motors Hamtramck worker tells WWJ he's heard no such 
chatter. People watching the auto talks say much depends on what union bargainers can deliver 
to the younger rank and file. 
 
9/14/2015 
6:43am 
Rob Davidek 
Scott Walker Calls For Restrictions 
Republican presidential candidate Scott Walker is calling for sweeping restrictions on organized 
labor in the U.S. At a town hall meeting in Las Vegas later today, Walker will propose 
eliminating unions for employees of the federal government, making all workplaces right-to-work 
unless individual states vote otherwise and scrapping the federal agency that oversees unfair 
labor practices.  Walker also wants to make it more difficult for unions to organize. 
 
9/17/2015 
10:41am 
Terri Lee 
Unemployment Benefits 
The number of Americans seeking unemployment benefits is at its lowest level in two months, 
suggesting employers remain confident enough in the economy to hold onto their workers. The 
Labor Department says weekly applications for unemployment aid dropped 11,000 to a 
seasonally adjusted 264,000. Employers have been hiring at a solid pace, adding an average of 
243,000 a month in the past 12 months. That has brought the unemployment rate down to 5.1 
percent. 
 
9/21/2015 
6:40am 
Tom Jordan 
Fiat Chrysler/UAW 
Because of higher labor costs, the Fiat Chrysler/UAW contract surrenders making passenger 
cars in the USA and will instead move all of its passenger car production to Mexico. Higher 
margin trucks and SUVs will be produced in the United States under the deal. 
 



9/28/2015 
9:07am 
Scott Ryan 
Quicken Loans Complaint 
A National Labor Relations Board complaint says mortgage giant Quicken Loans overly restricts 
employees' free speech.  The complaint is scheduled to go to before a federal administrative 
law judge November second.  Quicken denies that its work rules, which are spelled out in an 
employee handbook known as the Big Book, are overly restrictive.  The handbook cautions 
employees against speaking to media and restricts conduct Quicken deems damaging to its 
interests.  The complaint says the rules violate the National Labor Relations Act that permits 
workers to discuss pay and other policies. 
 
 
RACE RELATIONS 
 
7/1/2015 
6:52am 
Scott Ryan 
Church Fire 
This morning, state investigators will be at the Mount Zion African Methodist Episcopal Church 
in Greeleyville, South Carolina to probe a fire that began during storms yesterday. The church 
was burned to the ground by the Ku Klux Klan in 1995 and rebuilt.  Several black churches have 
been the targets of fires recently.  Greeleyville is 50 miles north of Charleston, South Carolina 
where nine people were shot and killed during a service. Dylan Roof is facing numerous 
charges. 
 
7/2/105 
3:11pm 
Stephanie Garrette 
Forgiveness 
Families of the church members gunned down in a Charleston South Carolina church last 
month shocked the nation when they offered forgiveness to the alleged gunman, Dylan Roof, 
just a day after the deadly shooting. In fact a national newspaper ran an article headlined "Black 
People Should Stop Forgiving White Racists” stating in part that the rush to forgive before 
grieving, healing and the expectations of black empathy for those who do great harm, is deeply 
problematic. Alan Tumpkin, Pastor at Life Church in Southfield says forgiveness is the Christian 
way. But local Clinical Psychologist, Dr. Rose Moten says the pressure to forgive could further 
victimize the victims. 
 
7/9/2015 
12:50pm 
Zahra Huber 
South Carolina Flag Removal 
South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley is expected to sign a bill that will remove the Confederate 
flag from the statehouse grounds. NAACP President Cornell William Brooks says the 
organizaton's hard work and boycott against the flag has paid off. 
 
7/11/2015 
10:50pm 
Tawana Holly 
NAACP lifts boycott 
The NAACP is lifting its 15-year economic boycott of South Carolina. The civil rights group 
approved the measure today at its national convention in Philadelphia. It came a day after that 
state took down a Confederate battle flag flying near its Statehouse. 



7/19/2015 
10:52pm 
Tawana Holly 
No Justice No Peace 
Hundreds of people gathered in a small Mississippi town to remember a Black man who died 
after a physical encounter with a White police officer and to make a call for action. The crowd 
repeatedly shouted "No justice, no peace!" A local N-A-A-C-P official suggested they boycott 
local businesses because of lack of action in the death of 39-year-old Jonathan Sanders. He 
died July 8th after crossing paths with 25-year-old part-time officer Kevin Herrington. Sanders' 
family say Herrington attacked without provocation. Herrington's attorney says Sanders had 
what appeared to be illegal drugs and grabbed the officer's gun during a struggle. 
 
7/29/2015 
10:34pm 
Jon Hewett 
Cincinnati Shooting 
A prosecutor in Cincinnati says the shooting of a black motorist by a white University of 
Cincinnati officer was "senseless" and "asinine."  The university says it has fired Officer Ray 
Tensing, who has been indicted on murder and voluntary manslaughter charges. The officer 
had reported that he was dragged by the car driven by Samuel DuBose but the prosecutor says 
that's contradicted by bodycam video. 
 
8/1/2015 
9:36am 
Jason Scott 
NAACP Justice March 
A Journey for Justice march with the NAACP starts today. The 860-mile march from Selma, 
Alabama to Washington DC will promote a policy agenda to protect the right of Americans to 
things like a fair criminal justice system and sustainable jobs. Carmen Watkins with the NAACP 
says it's open to anyone along the route. Marches will arrive in our Nation's capital on or around 
September 11th. 
 
8/6/2015 
6:22pm 
Zahra Huber 
Voting Restrictions 
Limit’s on early voting -- and strict voter ID laws. Those are some of the issues some say still 
face the nation -- even as communities across America commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
the 1965 Voting Rights Act. Attorney Michael Steinberg -- Legal Director of the ACLU -- says 
this anniversary is an opportunity to reflect on what we, as a nation, can do to address the 
legacy of minority oppression in this country. 
 
8/8/2015 
7:34pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Black Lives Matter Shove Aside Sanders 
Democratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders was shoved aside by several Black Lives 
Matter activists and eventually left the stage at an afternoon event in Seattle without giving his 
speech. Sanders, was just starting to address several thousand people at Westlake Park on 
Saturday when two women took over the microphone. The women spoke about Ferguson and 
the killing of Michael Brown and held a four minute moment of silence. Sanders, was pushed 
away when he tried to take the microphone back. Instead, he shook hands and posed for 
photos with supporters for about 15 minutes, and then left. 
 



8/14/2015 
6:20am 
Pat Vitale 
Apple Diversifies Workforce 
Apple says it more than doubled the numbers of women, blacks and Hispanic workers hired in 
the last year although that moved the needle only slightly in terms of improving the overall 
diversity of its workforce. As a result of a hiring push, Apple's global workforce of 110,000 is now 
31 percent women, up from 30 percent last year. Its U.S. workforce is 19 percent black or 
Hispanic, up from 18 percent. That includes retail workers in Apple stores 
 
8/16/2015 
7:32am 
Chris Renwick 
Julian Bond Death 
Civil rights activist Julian Bond has died. He was considered a symbol and icon of the 1960s 
civil rights movement.  While still a college student, he founded the Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee -- and later -- became board chairman of the NAACP. And he was the 
first president of the Southern Poverty Law Center as well. Julian Bond died Saturday night in 
Florida after a brief illness. He was 75. 
 
8/22/2015 
1:42pm 
Chris Renwick 
Black Lives Matter Policy Platform 
Members of the Black Lives Matter Movement announce their first detailed policy platform. 
Activist DeRay McKesson describes "Campaign Zero" as a list of 10 policy proposals to end 
unjust police violence and killings in the U.S. McKesson is one of four prominent activists and 
policy experts behind the creation of "Campaign Zero." He says has been in touch with several 
presidential campaigns about the platform and hopes to have future discussions with them. 
 
9/2/2015 
10:21am 
Pat Vitale 
Baltimore Protest 
Protesters are demonstrating outside the downtown Baltimore courthouse where the first 
hearing is taking place this morning in the case of six city police officers charged in the arrest 
and death of Freddie Gray. They are carrying signs with slogans including, "Stop racism now" 
and they are chanting for the officers to be sent to jail. One demonstrator said he's concerned 
the charges could be dropped. Freddie Gray was a black man who died April 19, a week after 
suffering a critical spinal injury in custody. His death led to protests and a riot in Baltimore. 
      
9/3/2015 
10:36pm 
Russ McNamara 
White Cop Black Victims 
A prosecutor says no charges will be brought against an Olympia, Washington, a white police 
officer who shot and injured two black men he says repeatedly threatened him, including with a 
skateboard. At a news conference Wednesday, Thurston County Prosecutor Jon Tunheim said 
the officer had justification for using force. The suspects will face assault charges: 
 



9/7/2015 
9:22pm 
Greg Bowman 
Black Male Engagement 
Helping kids get off to a great start as they begin a new school year.  That's the goal of a Detroit 
City Council task force on black male engagement, part of a rally welcoming students back to 
Wright Elementary School in Northwest Detroit tomorrow morning. Councilman James Tate is 
co-chair of the task force. He says "everyone has a role to play in shaping" Detroit's future. And 
he adds it's the community's responsibility to ensure "future leaders are off to a great start." The 
task force is a network of black men in Detroit who are committed to strengthening their 
communities, and helping young people prepare for future careers and family life. 
 
9/19/2015 
11:23pm 
Scott Ryan 
White Teacher Lawsuit 
The Michigan Supreme Court has agreed to look at the case of a white teacher from the Flint 
area who was awarded over a half million dollars after claiming he was illegally fired.  The 
verdict in favor of Craig Hecht was upheld last year by the state appeals court.  During a 
conversation about desks at Linden Charter Academy in 2009, Hecht told another staffer that 
white tables were better and "brown should burn."  He says he apologized to a black teacher's 
aide who heard him.  Hecht sued, saying black staff had made racial jokes but weren't fired. 
 
 
REGIONAL REVITALIZATION 
 
7/2/2015 
6:23pm 
Jon Hewett 
Building Demo for New Arena 
The date is set for the demolition of the historic Park Avenue Hotel building in downtown Detroit, 
soon to be the site of an underground loading dock for the new Red Wings arena project. The 
sounds of bulldozers, dump trucks and excavators at work Thursday, digging out what will be 
the new home for the Detroit Red Wings. Next up on the agenda…the scheduled demolition of 
the Park Avenue site, one week from Saturday morning.  There are those who fought for 
months to have the hotel preserved and restored but the decision was made last month that the 
Park Avenue will go.  
 
7/5/2015 
6:43am 
Ron Dewey 
District Detroit 3-D Model 
Olympia Entertainment has opened the District Detroit...on a VERY small scale. A 3-D model of 
the new Red Wings arena, along with the retail and residential district surrounding the District 
Detroit, is on display as part of a "preview center" now open for suite holders and sponsorship 
partners at Comerica Park. The Preview Center will be available for season ticket holders early 
next year. Construction of the new wings arena is scheduled to be ready for the start of the 
2017 season. 
 



7/21/2015 
3:11pm 
Brian Larsen 
Duggan to Japan 
Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan is headed to Japan later this week to talk about the city's recovery.  
Duggan, and a group of city and business leaders leave Friday and will speak in Toyota City 
which has had a relationship with the Motor City for 55 years under a Sister Cities program.  In a 
statement, Duggan said the anniversary is a natural opportunity to continue conversations 
between the two cities about how to engage, collaborate and partner for economic growth and 
cultural exchange. No taxpayer money will be used in the trip. 
 
7/27/2015 
9:53pm 
Scott Ryan 
New Housing Permits 
It’s a sign that the local housing economy is on the upswing. The Home Builders Association of 
Southeastern Michigan says 430 single-family permits were issued in Metro Detroit last month, 
up two percent from the previous month. 360 permits were issued in June for apartments and 
similar multi-family construction, the highest one-month total in 16 years.  Insiders predict new 
housing permits will be up 25 percent for the remainder of 2015. 
 
8/11/2015 
1:23pm 
Scott Ryan 
Duggan on CNBC 
Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan trumpeted the city's comeback to a national audience today.  
Duggan telling CNBC this morning that the word "bankruptcy" is in the Motor City's rear view 
mirror these days. Duggan talked up a number of initiatives including the addition of five 
thousand new residential units currently under construction in the city.   
 
8/16/2015 
3:06pm 
Zahra Hubert 
Gilbert Owns Detroit 
Detroit businessman Dan Gilbert says the deals and dirt-digging will continue in downtown. 
Gilbert tells the Detroit Free Press he plans to add to the 78 properties he owns or controls and 
likely will build office and residential towers.  Gilbert's major investment into downtown began 
five years ago this month, when he moved Quicken Loans to the city from Livonia. Critics say 
Detroit's turnaround has favored corporations and professionals living and working downtown 
over most neighborhoods and residents. 
 
8/25/2015 
7:13am 
Ron Dewey 
Construction Bids Detroit District 
The next round of contracting bids will be made available as part of today's outreach event for 
Detroit and local businesses who want to take part in the Detroit District construction project. 
This starts at 9 am for Detroit businesses at the Motor City Casino Hotel, and 2pm for all others. 
Bids will accepted on such work as landscaping, interior construction, asphalt, audio-video 
services and more. Heritage Development Services president Douglas Diggs says they have at 
least doubled the goal of the Illitches, to include at least 30 percent of Detroit businesses on the 
work. 
 



8/28/2015 
6:22pm 
Brian Larsen 
Another Detroit Building Purchase 
A company founded by businessman Dan Gilbert has bought a 38-story office building in 
downtown Detroit. The Book Tower and adjacent buildings brings to more than EIGHTY the 
number of downtown properties owned and managed by Bedrock Real Estate Services and its 
affiliates. The company says the vacant Book Tower, attached 13-floor Book Building, and an 
adjacent community center will be transformed into a mixed-use development. 
 
8/31/2015 
8:07pm 
Jason SCOTT 
Chinese Investment 
An international bearing manufacturer is set to plant deep-roots in Metro Detroit. The Chinese 
company CW Bearing, based in Shanghai, is establishing a new U.S. headquarters in Northville 
Township. Last week, as part of his trade-trip to China, Governor Rick Snyder met with the 
company. CW Bearing produces components used in electronic power steering systems. The 
Governor says the company's decision to locate to Southeast Michigan sends a signal to 
corporate leaders across the globe that the Great Lakes State offers terrific opportunities for 
business expansion. The company's new U.S. headquarters and technical center will create 
125-new jobs. 
 
9/3/2015 
6:13am 
Scott Ryan 
Eastern Market Arts Space 
A new, independent arts space is coming to Detroit's Eastern Market area.  Wasserman 
Projects is scheduled to open September 25th in a renovated firehouse on the city's east side.  
Founded by Gary Wasserman, it is envisioned as a hub for artistic growth and development and 
a gathering place for Detroit's artistic community.  The center will offer contemporary art 
exhibitions, concerts, and performances. 
 
9/8/2015 
9:12am 
Laura Bonnell 
Job Outlook 
There is good news for anyone looking for a job in Michigan.  Manpower's Employment Outlook 
Survey says companies plan to hire at a rapid pace for the rest of the year.  Of the companies 
surveyed, 21 percent say they plan to hire more workers while 73 percent expect to maintain 
their current workforce levels.  In the Detroit area, 17-percent plan to hire more workers.   Job 
prospects look like they're best in the construction, manufacturing, transportation, and utilities 
fields.  
 
9/10/2015 
12:22pm 
Scott Ryan 
Single Family Home Sales 
The latest snapshot of Metro Detroit's real estate market is a rosy one.  RealComp says single 
family home sales soared in August, with the median sale price reaching a ten-year high.  The 
number of homes sold was up more than seven percent last month with more than 68-hundred 
units changing hands.  The median sales price was 157-thousand dollars, up over five percent 
compared to August 2014.  Wayne and Lapeer counties saw double-digit sales price increases. 
 



9/21/2015 
4:10pm 
Bob Mundie 
Nike Detroit 
Another sign that Nike is planning to open a community store in downtown Detroit.  A filing with 
the U.S. Green Building Council shows plans for what is titled Nike FS Detroit Community Store.  
The site would be on Woodward Avenue just south of Grand River.  Crain's says the first word 
of the store was mentioned by Fathead CEO Patrick McGinnis in August when he said Nike was 
bringing a community store to the city.  A spokeswoman for Bedrock Real Estate isn't 
commenting. 
 
9/28/2015 
5:06pm 
Zahra Huber 
Amazon Detroit 
Online retailer Amazon plans to open a corporate office in Detroit in early 2016. The company 
says it wants the downtown office to be a technology hub. Amazon Vice President Peter Faricy 
says this is in addition to the office they currently have downtown on West Jefferson -- which 
has been open for about two years. 
 
 
TRANSPORTATION/LOGISTICS 
 
7/6/2015 
12:41pm 
Jackie Paige 
DTE Rail Yard 
Officials say a project to extend a rail line in a DTE Energy rail yard in in Trenton is designed to 
improve safety and traffic flow. Work begins July 13. The yard currently holds trains delivering 
coal to the utility's Trenton Channel Power Plant. DTE says the track extension will allow longer 
trains to be held in the yard, eliminating about 12 train shipments over the course of a year. The 
project also will eliminate a crossing described as dangerous on Toledo Avenue over CSX 
railroad tracks at Hoover Street. The rail crossing was recommended for removal by the 
Michigan Department of Transportation in 2003. 
 
7/13/2015 
7:23am 
Jason Scott 
Rail Service Detroit to Holland 
A passenger rail service between Detroit and Holland; it could happen. But first, public input is 
needed. A second round of meetings begins tonight on Coast-to-Coast rail. Project Manager Liz 
Treutel with the Michigan Environmental Council says 16-public meetings will happen over the 
next ten days...the first is tonight at Holland High School. 
 
7/20/2015 
11:07pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Contractors Wanted For New Bridge 
The Canadian agency overseeing development of a new 2.1 billion dollar bridge connecting 
Detroit and Windsor has invited contractors' applications to participate in the project. The 
Windsor-Detroit Bridge Authority has put out a "request for qualifications" for companies seeking 
roles in building the Gordie Howe International Bridge. The bridge is designed to alleviate 
congestion along the privately owned Ambassador Bridge. The Detroit-Windsor Tunnel can't 
handle tractor-trailers. 



7/22/2015 
7:20am 
Pat Vitale 
Laser Danger 
Reports of more lasers being directed at airplanes near Newark Liberty International Airport in 
New Jersey; Last night, the crew of an American Airlines Airbus A-320 reported that it was 
illuminated by a green laser about 20 miles south of the airport.  No one was hurt and the FBI is 
investigating. Last week nearly a dozen commercial flights reported being hit by lasers. 
 
7/26/2015 
6:07pm 
Zahra Huber 
Bike Loop Hits Snag 
Plans to create a 26-mile bicycle loop in Detroit are snagged on the lack of agreement on the 
sale of 8 miles of unused railroad. The Detroit Greenways Coalition has been negotiating with 
Conrail for about a year without closing a deal. Conrail spokesman John Enright says the land 
was appraised at $4.5 million and price isn't an issue. But he says liability and other questions 
need to be resolved. 
 
8/1/2015 
9:52pm 
Brian Larsen 
Atlanta Airport Guns 
Authorities say Atlanta's airport once again leads the nation in the number of guns found in 
carry-on bags. Transportation Security Administration officers have found 92 guns so far this 
year. They found a total of 109 last year. Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport has 
previously been the airport with the most confiscated, but Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport 
topped it last year. 
 
8/5/2015 
6:36am 
Pat Vitale 
India Train Disaster 
More details are emerging about the deadly derailment of two passenger trains in central India. 
Officials say at least 24 people have been killed. More than 300 were rescued after the trains 
toppled while crossing a bridge that had been flooded by monsoon rains. 
 
8/7/2015 
10:24pm 
Terri Lee 
Amtrak Safety Tech 
Just a handful of railroads are close to meeting a deadline this year to install safety technology 
that can prevent crashes. That includes derailments due to excessive speed like the Amtrak 
train that crashed in Philadelphia. A Federal Railroad Administration report says only three 
railroads have submitted safety plans to the government. That's a necessary step before they 
can put positive train control into operation. Amtrak hasn't submitted a plan yet, but has said it 
expects to meet the Dec. 31 deadline. 
 



8/9/2015 
6:13pm 
Chris Renwick 
Sault Ste Marie Bridge 
The Sault Ste. Marie International Bridge is opening toll lanes and upgrading its system with a 
new frequent-user rate structure. The International Bridge Authority and Michigan Department of 
Transportation will start opening the lanes Monday night. They plan to have two southbound 
and two northbound lanes available by Tuesday morning. By late September, the plaza will 
have four southbound and three northbound lanes. The system features card readers outside 
toll booths, with automated gates and fare displays 
 
8/24/2015 
8:12am 
Scott Ryan 
Bike Sharing Program 
Over a dozen local projects will be getting a share of federal funding, including a public bike 
share program in Detroit that's slated to get more than one million dollars.  The Southeast 
Michigan Council of Governments says the projects are independent but they connect the 
region thru trails and bike paths.  A spokeswoman for the Detroit Bike Share for the Downtown 
Detroit Partnership tells the Free Press that Detroit's program could begin as early as next year. 
 
8/30/2015 
9:22am 
Jason Scott 
Snowmobile Trail Dollars 
State officials have announced a new grant program for nonprofits and local governments to 
purchase permanent easements for snowmobile trails. The state DNR says half of Michigan's 
snowmobile trails are on privately-owned land. Use of those trails is at the discretion of the 
landowner. The easement grant program will help stabilize the snowmobile trail system to 
support local economies. The grants are funded through the eight-dollar fee on all snowmobile 
registrations. Applications for the grants are due Nov. 15. 
 
9/2/2015 
7:13am 
Scott Ryan 
Cleaner Buses 
Many Detroit Public Schools students will be enjoying a cleaner ride to school this year.  A-B-C 
Student Transportation, which shuttles D-P-S students to and from class, is adding 35 buses 
that run on clean-burning propane auto gas.  The first day of school is Tuesday. 
 
9/5/2015 
5:06pm 
Russ McNamara 
Royal Oak Traffic Headaches 
A closure in Downtown Royal Oak will start causing traffic headaches this week. Canadian 
National Railway needs to replace the tracks that cross Main just south of 6th street. It's going 
to take about 3 weeks and it all starts on Tuesday. That means Main will be closed at that spot 
with traffic being diverted onto 7th Street. People are asked to use Washington as an alternate. 
Side streets are expected to see a big increase in traffic and heavy delays are expected during 
rush hour because of the closure. People are being asked to be patient and follow the signs 
around the closure.  
 



9/13/2015 
6:07am 
Jason Scott 
Transit Closings 
Emergency preparedness exercises will force the Detroit People Mover and Rosa Parks Transit 
Center to close today. City agencies are conducting the transportation exercises.  The transit 
center will closed at 6 a.m., while the People Mover will stop service at 8 a.m. The transit center 
is expected to reopen at 2 p.m., but the People Mover is to remain closed until Monday. 
 
9/17/2015 
5:33am 
Zahra Huber 
Biden Talks Detroit Transit 
Vice President Joe Biden heads to Detroit today to join Mayor Mike Duggan at an event that will 
spotlight improvements to the city's transit system. City Councilman Gabe Leyland says Detroit 
has ten new "articulated" buses that carry about 100 passengers thanks to $7.5 million dollars in 
federal grants. But he says they need bus drivers. 
 
9/27/2015 
8:38am 
Terri Lee 
Paris without Cars 
Something's missing today on the streets of Paris…cars… or at least many of them. Paris 
Mayor Anne Hidalgo is presiding over a "day without cars," two months before the city hosts the 
global summit on climate change. The symbolic initiative is aimed at showing that air pollution 
from traffic, a prime source in Paris, must be reduced worldwide. Vehicles, including motorized 
bicycles, are forbidden in a quarter of the French capital and "strongly not recommended" 
throughout. Emergency vehicles, buses and taxis are allowed. 
 
 
WWJ Community Outreach Events 
 
8/13/15  
Dream Cruise Business Breakfast   
From the classics of yesterday to the horsepower heroes of today, WWJ Newsradio 950’s 
Woodward Dream Cruise Business Breakfast, hosted by WWJ’s Jeff Gilbert and John McElroy, 
delivers discussion on the newest sports cars and fuel economy. Panelists included: Jamal 
Hameedi, Ford Performance Chief Engineer, Ford Motor Company, Tadge Juechter, Corvette 
Chief Engineer, General Motors, and Tim Kuniskis, President and Chief Executive Officer – 
Dodge Brand and SRT Brand, FCA – North America Vice President – Fleet Operations, FCA – 
North America, Fiat Chrysler. 
 
9/10/15 
Leaders and Innovators 
WWJ led a discussion on “Co-Existing in the Workplace” at Lawrence Technological University.  
WWJ/FOX 2 Business Editor Murray Feldman talks with our panelists about how you manage 
the generation gap at work can play a major role in attracting and retaining talent? The right 
strategy can help your company produce maximum output and set you on road to growth and 
prosperity? Etc. Those involved were: Colleen Albright, Founder and CEO of Michigan-based 
CulturecliQ, Ed Fisher from AcuMax Index, Margaret Pierce, Director, Lawrence Technological 
University Office of Career Services and Tim Rayne, Program Director, 98.7 AMP Radio. 
 
 
 



WWJ Regularly Scheduled Features 
 
Staying in Touch 
 
7/4/15 
Oakland County Executive Matthew Gibb on the Main Street development program, with over 
$650 million dollars in public and private investment to create 7,000 new jobs and 1,000 new 
businesses...while putting nine communities on the map. 
 
7/11/15 
Karan Bates-Gasior of turning Point Shelter on the 9th Annual CIA Financial Group Charity Car 
Show Saturday, July 25th in Shelby Township. Proceeds from this event will help fund their in-
school program to educate students on domestic violence and sexual abuse. 
 
7/18/15 
The Detroit Institute of Arts Inside Out project begins its 6th season.  By that, spokeswoman 
Jillian Reese says the DIA will take high-quality reproductions of their works for display in 
streetsides, parks and other public gathering areas across Metro Detroit...creating, in essence, 
open air galleries... 
 
7/25/15 
Macomb Community College President Jim Jacobs on the innovation fund, a public private 
initiative with JP Morgan Chase to help entrepreneurs take root and grow.  
 
8/8/15 
Janine Gantz is President and CEO of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metropolitan Detroit, on the 
August 22nd bowling fundraiser in Livonia. Proceeds will help fund programs that will continue 
their mission of mentoring at-risk kids. 
 
8/15/15 
Jim Hayes, the Co-Founder of the Detroit Homecoming on the continuing results of last year's 
inaugural event...inviting influential Detroit ex-patriates back to their hometown to see what has 
been happening, to show the possibilities and opportunities.  
 
8/22/15 
Haley Sakwa of Pitch for Detroit on tomorrow's event to raise funds that will help repair the 
recreation building at Bradbury Park in North End Detroit. She's excited at the prospect of a 
revitalized park she believes will result in a vibrant neighborhood.... 
 
8/29/15 
The big welcome back at Murphy Performance Academy made possible by staffers from Triple-
A Michigan...borne from their now five-year-old partnership with the Brightmoor community; 
which included a fresh coat of paint in the hallways and classrooms. Principal Malon Harris says 
the red carpet treatment makes a difference... 
 
9/12/15 
About 50 male leaders welcoming students back to school at Henry Ford Academy First Day of 
School in midtown Detroit....people like John Ambrose from Michigan State University's College 
of Education.... 
  
9/17/15 
Thirty Detroit schoolkids at Eastern market for the first "Meet Up and Eat Up" event, a team 
effort by the Detroit Lions, ford Motor Company and the United Way, to promote healthy eating 
and exercise.  



9/26/15 
Karan Bates-Gasior of Turning Point Macomb on next Saturday's event at Freedom Hill County 
Park in Sterling Heights, in remembrance of Tara grant, a victim of domestic violence, and in 
recognition of other victims and their families. 
 
 
Heroes of Diversity 
 
7/20/15 
WWJ’s Tom Jordan talks with Adrienne Davis who went from a successful business person to 
advocate for diversity.  Davis says human beings aren’t robots and have different viewpoints.  
She won a seat on the Plymouth-Canton School Board and calls herself a bridge-builder. 
 
8/17/15 
WWJ’s Tom Jordan talks with Charlene Mitchell Rogers from the West Bloomfield Diversity 
Committee which organized a group of 28 citizens to help the Township address some lingering 
and pressing racial issues.   
 
 
Your Eye on Health 
 
7/1/15  
Blood donation The American Red Cross is looking for blood donors this holiday weekend. 
 
7/2/15  
Teenage sex and weight: A University of Michigan study finds sexually active overweight 18 and 
19 year old girls are less likely to use contraception. 
 
7/3/15  
Healthy eating: A University of Illinois study finds that eating in a restaurant can be worse for 
your health than eating fast food. 
 
7/6/15  
Mosquitos: How to protect yourself from mosquito bites. 
 
7/7/15  
Doctors work while sick. A study in JAMA Pediatrics finds that out of 500-health care experts 
including doctors and nurses, more than 80-percent admit to working sick at least one day in the 
past year. 
 
7/8/15  
Focus. How to stay focused on the job. 
 
7/9/15  
Play like a Lion Challenge. Detroit Lions and BC of Michigan are encouraging kids to fight 
childhood obesity and exercise every day for 60 minutes. 
 
7/10/15  
Sleep apps. Sleep apps on your phone are becoming popular and experts say they work. 
 
7/13/15 
Sunburn Art. People are exposing parts of the skin to create a sun-burn so it looks like a 
temporary tattoo. A dermatologist warns against this. 
 



7/14/15  
Milk chocolate: A study from Scotland finds that eating milk chocolate can also help prevent 
stroke and heart disease. 
 
7/15/15 
Soccer and concussions: A new study in JAMA Pediatrics finds player to player contact is the 
most common reason for concussion in high school athletes. 
 
7/16/15  
Computer eye strain: More people are showing up at the eye doctors because of digital eye 
strain or computer vision syndrome. 
 
7/17/15  
Flakka: A new dangerous designer drug is making its way across the country. 
 
7/20/15  
Alzheimer's disease: A study from Rush University finds that brains in Alzheimer's patients differ 
depending on race.  
 
7/21/15  
Alcohol and your heart: A Vanderbilt University study finds that all types of alcohol can protect 
your heart. 
 
7/22/15  
Senior falls: One in 3 people over age 65 falls according to the CDC. 
 
7/23/15  
CPR: A study from Duke University finds that bystanders who perform CPR increase a patient’s 
survival rate compared to patients who get CPR after a first responder arrives. 
 
7/24/15  
Shaving: Many women are shaving their faces to remove peach fuzz and exfoliate. What do the 
experts think? 
 
7/27/15  
Ceiling fan: A ceiling fan can harbor dust mites and lead to allergies and headaches when it's 
turned on says an expert. 
 
7/28/15  
Screen addiction: The American Academy of Pediatrics says kids are spending 7 hours a day in 
front of screens such as TV's, phones and computers. Some kids are getting screen addiction. 
 
7/29/15  
Sun exposure and the elderly: A geriatric specialist says there are some health benefits to sun 
exposure in the elderly. 
 
7/30/15  
Vaccination waivers: Michigan law requires parents attend an educational meeting before they 
can get a waiver. 
 
7/31  
Concussions: A university of Michigan study finds concussions don't impact males differently 
than females. 
 



8/3/15  
Smart phones: How old should a child be before getting one? A psychiatrist offers advice. 
 
8/4/15  
Lifestyle University: St Joseph Mercy Oakland Hospital offers a six month lifestyle course for 
your health. 
 
8/5/15  
Children and shoes: Advice on what to consider when buying your child's back to school shoes. 
 
8/6/15  
Common diet mistakes: A dietitian discusses common diet mistakes. 
 
8/7/15  
PTSD: Wayne State University doctors are teaming up with Sterling Heights fire and police to 
develop PTSD treatments tailored to their needs. 
 
8/10/15  
Online support: A study from Fielding Graduate University finds that online support groups are 
not as good as face to face meetings for those trying to stay sober from substance abuse. 
 
8/11/15  
Back to school health. Pediatricians offer advice on prepping for back to school such as getting 
back to a sleep routine and visiting the doctor. 
 
8/12/15  
Match trial. Karmanos Cancer Institute and Wayne State University are taking part in a national 
study targeting the molecular makeup of a tumor and the best type of treatment based on the 
genetics. 
 
8/13/15  
2015 Lansinoh Global Breastfeeding survey results. 
 
8/14/15  
A Woman's Health Initiative study finds that women who use vaginal estrogen regardless of 
whether they use any other type of hormone therapy, appear to have better sex than women not 
using the medication. 
 
8/17/15  
Kidney stones: A pediatric urologist says more kids are getting kidney stones because of poor 
diets and drinking fresh squeezed lemonade may help. 
 
8/18/15  
Overcoming adversity: Native Michigander and PBS Broadcaster, Miles O'brien talks about life a 
year and a half after losing his left arm in a freak accident. 
 
8/19/15  
Nutrition: A recent article in Academic Medicine says only 27 of U-S medical schools actually 
offer students the recommended 25 hours of nutritional training. 
 
8/20/15  
Military kids: A University of Southern California finds that children whose parents are in the 
military have a higher prevalence of substance use, violence and weapons carrying than their 
non-military peers. 



8/21/15  
Kindergarten: A Penn State study finds that children with larger vocabularies by age 2 arrive at 
kindergarten better prepared academically than their peers. 
 
8/24/15  
Ragweed: Mid-August is the start of ragweed season. It lasts about six weeks. A local allergist 
offers advice. 
 
8/25/15  
Children and make-up: A pediatrician offers advice when it comes to young girls wearing make-
up. 
 
8/26/15  
Breakfast: To give your kids the best chance a school it's important to eat a good breakfast. 
 
8/27/15  
Head lice: A study from Southern Illinois University found that lice populations in at least 25 
states have developed resistance to over-the-counter treatments. 
 
8/28/15  
Acupressure: A way to relieve stress with your fingertips. 
 
8/31/15  
Golfer's elbow: An orthopedic surgeon explains the condition and how to treat it. 
 
9/1/15  
SoftVue: The Karmanos Cancer Institute is doing a study on new SoftVue ultrasound 
technology to detect breast cancer. 
 
9/2/15  
Pink eye: A University of Michigan study finds that labels like 'pink eye' can be concerning to 
parents and possible lead to unnecessary treatment.  
 
9/3/15  
Prostate cancer: The Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer Institute and Wayne State University 
School of Medicine will present a Prostate Cancer Symposium at the Charles H. Wright 
Museum of African American History in Detroit. 
 
9/4/15  
Community paramedics: If you call 9-1-1 in Washtenaw or Livingston County and there is no 
serious illness or emergency, the dispatcher may send a Community Paramedic to treat you at 
home rather than transport you to the hospital. 
 
9/7/15  
Healthy school lunch options: There are some simple things to consider when making your 
child's lunch to make sure they're eating healthy. 
 
9/8/15  
Chronic pain: About 4-million people in Michigan suffer with pain. September is pain awareness 
month in Michigan. 
 
9/9/15  
Body safety: Care House of Oakland County offers a body safety program for children to help 
educate them and prevent sexual abuse. 



9/10/15  
Binge eating: An expert explains why we eat more when we're alone and how to stop. 
 
9/11/15  
Temper tantrums. An expert tells parents how to handle a meltdown. 
 
9/14/15  
Bone marrow transplants: Karmanos Cancer Institute was the first in the state to start a bone 
marrow transplant program; that was back in the 80's.Today the program is still going strong 
and saving lives. 
 
9/15/15  
Health benefits of smiling. Author and plastic surgeon explains why it's good health to smile. 
 
9/16 /15 
How to avoid treadmill injuries! 
 
9/17/15  
How to perform CPR! 
 
9/18/15  
Shaking hands: The importance of a handshake! 
 
9/21/15  
Diet advice: How to avoid common diet pitfalls. 
 
9/22/15  
Multiple sclerosis: Swedish researchers say that people who smoke when diagnosed with MS 
will have a faster progression of the disease. 
 
9/23/15  
Obesity report: The 12th report on adult obesity in the 50 states was released from the Trust for 
America's Health and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.   
 
9/24/15  
Women's health: Beaumont hospital is holding a conference for women to meet with experts 
and discuss difficult topics such as sexual dysfunction and pelvic pain. 
 
9/25/15  
Super foods for kids: A dietitian recommends healthy foods for kids. 
 
9/28/15  
Hot flashes: The North American Menopause Society weighs the evidence to see the best way 
to beat hot flashes without using hormones. 
 
9/29/15  
Active kids: As the temperatures drop in fall a pediatrician says it's still important to keep your 
kids active. 
 
9/30/15 
Falling TVs: Toppling TVs are causing severe head and neck injuries in children according to a 
new study in the Journal of Neurosurgery: Pediatrics.   
 
 



Made in Michigan 
 
5/20/15 
CANINE TO FIVE 
Liz Blondy builds a business offering daycare for dogs in Detroit and opens a second location in 
Ferndale. 
 
5/27/15 
REBEL NELL 
Detroit woman opens business making jewelry out of paint chips from graffiti murals.  She 
employs homeless women trying to get back on their feet. 
 
6/3/15 
CINEMA DETROIT 
A Detroit woman buys an old movie theater and runs it in an abandoned school in Detroit with 
her husband, showing independent and hard-to-find films. 
 
6/10/15 
SAY NICE THINGS ABOUT DETROIT 
Emily Gail coins the slogan in the 70's in Detroit.  The saying is back on t-shirts and mugs sold 
at City Bird in Detroit and the Rustbelt Market in Ferndale. 
 
6/17/15 
THIS IS A GOOD SIGN 
30-year-old Ferndale man runs a successful business selling signs, t-shirts, notebooks, folders 
and Fatheads that say simply, "This is a good sign."  He says he's spreading good vibes. 
 
6/24/15 
THE CARROT APP 
A Huntington Woods man designs an app that allows buyers to receive coupons based on how 
many miles they walk.  Coupons are redeemed at participating local businesses. 
 
7/1/15 
HAIR FLIPS 
Underemployed Macomb County medical transcriptionist sells fabric-covered wire hair flips that 
she sewn herself at home seven days a week. 
 
7/8/15 
GROOVY HOPSTER FARM 
A Chelsea man makes a living growing and selling fresh hops to supply the growing craft beer 
industry in Detroit. 
 
7/15/15 
INK DETROIT 
Oakland County man trademarks "I Love Detroit," selling t-shirts and other accessories. 
 
7/22/15 
I LOVE MICHIGAN 
Michigan man opens online I Love Michigan Shop in 2012, selling t-shirts, mugs and bottle 
openers that say things like "Go Take a Hike" and "Go Jump in the Lake."  Says it reminds him 
of his childhood trips up north. 
 
 
 



7/29/15 
GRANDAD'S SWEET TEA 
Detroit man leaves auto supplier job to make and sell his own recipe Sweet Tea. 
 
8/5/15 
KOWALSKI COMPANIES 
Kowalski celebrates 95 years in business since the first store opened in Detroit.  It survived by 
wholesaling to grocery stores and branching out from sausage to keep up with the changing 
times. 
 
8/12/15 
SCOTTY O'HOTTY'S HOT SAUCE 
A local man begins a nationwide business by making hot sauce from local produce and 
processing it in Ferndale. 
 
8/19/15 
KLA LABORATORIES 
Dearborn sound company has done the sound for the Tigers, Pistons, Lions and other local 
events since 1935. 
 
8/26/15 
EDIBLES REX 
Local woman builds growing business by catering meals for Detroit schools and corporations.  
In business since 1992. 
 
9/2/15 
GOLFLER APP 
Detroit area man develops app that allows golfers to order food and drink to be delivered to 
them on the course.  Also allows the courses to track any golfer bottlenecks. 
 
9/9/15 
MOTOR CITY FRANKS 
Man ends 30-year career at Chrysler and starts a growing business selling hot dogs on the 
streets.  Three carts sell locally-made Kowalski hot dogs, topped by vegetables from Eastern 
Market and her own garden. 
 
9/16/15 
SPANISH FLY 
Troy man uses influences from Vintage Americana, along with the flavor of Southwest Detroit, to 
make Detroit t-shirts.   
 
9/23/15 
MCCLARY BROS DRINKING VINEGARS 
Jess McClary grows tired of Culinary School, so she decides to being selling flavored drink 
mixes made out of vinegar.  Vinegars mixers were popular over a hundred years ago when 
liquor wasn't as pure. 
 
9/30/15 
PRIMED DETROIT 
Former Repo man starts apparel company with t-shirts and bags, and plans to branch out into 
watches and designer purses.  He refuses to use the old English D. 
 
 
 



Making the Grade 
 
7/2/15 
State School Superintendent steps down.  Mike Flanagan is leaving Michigan’s top education 
post after ten years.  Flanagan says he felt good about tougher graduation standards, but plans 
to consolidate school districts didn’t go forward as he hoped.  New State School Superintendent 
Brian Whiston says Michigan will now be spending less time on standardized testing. 
 
7/7/15 
Getting more young people to give back through Community Service and other programs:  
Mallory Brown of Ferndale started the online clothing company “World Clothesline,”  which 
matches every article of clothing that someone purchases by donating one to someone in need.  
 
7/9/15 
Getting more Colleges and Universities into sales, to help train students to fill big jobs gap 
across the country.   Frank Visgatis is President and CEO of CustomerCentric Systems. He 
says only three Michigan Universities offer any classes in sales.  He says businesses would 
benefit if more Universities offered classes or training in Sales.  
 
7/14/15 
Helping to train the future generation of Community Health Care workers in Michigan: Catherine 
Correll of Auburn Hills, one of the members of the first graduating class of Oakland University’s 
Masters of Public Health Program.  She is one of 12 members of the first class, and says she 
received a lot of one on one attention from faculty and Mentors in the program.  She works 
alongside fellow graduate Andrew Korrecha of Rochester Hills at Med Net One Health 
Solutions. 
 
716/15 
Getting kids to be more active and healthy by playing “Like A Lion.”  Jennifer Cadicamo, Vice 
President of Detroit Lions.  She says they are working with Blue Cross Blue Shield to get kids to 
eat, play, and run like a member of the Detroit Lions to tackle the problem of childhood obesity.  
Kids taking part in the “Play 60” program, encouraging them to get at least 60 minutes of 
activity, have a chance to win the opportunity to go on the field and get advice and training from 
members of the Lions. 
 
7/21/15 
Preparing educators to teach in the digital age: Jamie Fitzpatrick is President and CEO of 
Michigan Virtual University, he says 15 students are being trained in the iDigital program, 
preparing them to teach in an online environment. 
 
7/23/15 
Bringing students in to experience a “Day in the Life” at a college campus: Eastern Michigan 
University Student Body Vice President, Anjali Martin – she says 34 students from Detroit are 
coming to the EMU campus to show them what college life is like and that they can be 
successful in a college environment. 
 
7/30/15 
Getting students to go for it when it comes to STEM: Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math:  Kijana Malone of Westland ,  who is mentoring 7th graders in the “Go Girl” program, 
which stands for Gaining Options, Girls Investigating Real Life. She says the summer school 
program encourages girls to pursue science and engineering, and not to focus on their looks or 
fashions. 
 
 



8/4/15 
Keeping kids, faculty members and visitors safe on the Wayne State University campus in 
Detroit:  Wayne State University Police Chief Anthony Holt says the area is one of the safest in 
Metro Detroit, and major crimes have been declining.  Best Colleges.com has ranked WSU one 
of the 50 safest college campuses in the country.  
 
8/6/15 
Back to School: Trae Bodge.  Retail Me Not.com.  She says parents are actually spending a 
little less on back to school clothes and other items this year, 246 dollars, versus 263 last year. 
She says parents are spending more than they used to on supplies and text books and 
electronics, because schools can no longer afford to pay for those items. 
 
8/11/15 
Back to School Festival:  Bishop Charles Ellis III, Senior Pastor at Greater Grace Temple in 
Detroit.  The church is holding a back to school event, handing out 1300 backpacks filled with 
school supplies for deserving students. 
 
8/13/15 
Student Garden Club:  Avondale School District Teacher Laurie Sekalian, sponsor of the 
Garden Club at Auburn Elementary School.  She says the kids can apply what they learn in the 
club about gardening, ecology, the environment, and raising plants to the real world when they 
finish the program.  
 
8/18/15 
Finding a different way to educate students: Taylor Chapman is Principal at Avondale Academy; 
the district’s alternative high school.  He says they use more individual instruction and peer to 
peer mentoring to help reach students who don’t thrive in traditional classroom environments.  
 
8/20/15 
Back to school at local colleges and universities:  Anjali Martin, Eastern Michigan University 
Student Body Vice President - Residence Hall and Dorms being cleaned out and geared up for 
students to come back.   She says freshman students take part in a four day orientation session 
before starting classes.  
 
8/27/15 
Preparing students for 21st Century jobs most in demand:  Baker College Allen Park President 
Kristine Barann - she says the school is offering five new programs in health care, engineering 
and information technology.  Barann says the programs are in response to employers who says 
they can’t find enough qualified graduates to meet the demand for jobs in those fields. 
 
9/1/15 
Early Childhood Education Programs:  Dina Rocheleau, Assistant Superintendent for 
Curriculum for Ferndale Public Schools.  She is in charge of Early Childhood Education 
Programs for the district. She says research shows students do better in school and in life if 
they have a high quality preschool program. 
 
9/3/15 
Back to school.  Utica Schools Superintendent Dr. Christine Johns:  Says parents should make 
sure kids get plenty of sleep on the first day of school, prepare them for riding the bus, and 
make plans to visit them in the classroom. 
 



9/8/15 
How Parents can help students succeed.  State School Superintendent Brian Whiston.  He says 
parents can help students be successful by being actively in school, set aside some time for 
students to read and play math games, and turn off the TV and other electronic devices. Says 
they are also reducing testing time for students this year. 
 
9/10/15 
Teaching students to put service ahead of self:  Wayne Hodges is in charge of Youth Services 
Programs for the Rochester Rotary Club.  He says the club helps high school and college 
students connect with community service programs like helping the homeless and food banks.   
 
9/15/15 
Helping students make the transition from Middle School to High School.  North Farmington 
High School Principal Joe Greene. He says the school has a special orientation where Juniors 
and Seniors help 9th graders make a smooth transition and help them deal with problems and 
challenges as they begin their high school years. 
 
9/17/15 
Helping families cut the cost of a college education and minimize student loan debt.  Stan 
Targosz is President of Educational Family Resources.  He says they work with families to fill 
out the federal applications for financial aid to get the most of them.  And Targosz says 
traditional college savings plans aren’t always the best for every family. 
 
9/22/15 
Helping Michigan students get healthy.  Shannon Carney Oleksyk, Building Healthy 
Community’s Program Manager for Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan. She says the program 
allows schools to apply for funding to set up Fitness, exercise, and nutrition activities to help 
fight childhood obesity. 
 
9/24/15 
Should kids start school later in the day?   Dr. Christine Johns, Superintendent of Utica 
Community Schools.  She says the district has looked at the idea, but it would present problems 
for families with younger children and for bus pickup times if the class schedule was changed.  
The American Academy of Pediatrics has recommended that schools not start before 8:30am, 
saying that sleepy students don’t do well in school and drowsy teens can get into car accidents.  
 
9/28/15 
Life Remodeled CEO Chris Lambert says they've just finished installing a new gym floor at 
Osborne High School on Detroit's East Side and making improvements to the school's library 
and cafeteria.  Student Alice Sims is excited about the changes. Principal Dennis Miles says the 
improvements are a big boost for the school and the neighborhood.  
 
 
 
 


