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1.  Public Safety/Law Enforcement 
 Crime.  Police staffing and training.  Private security firms.  Initiatives against crime.  Courts.  

Prison facilities.   
 
2.  Education 
 Public schools and school reform.  Private education.  Colleges and University enrollment 

and development.  Technology in the classroom.  Job training.  Continuing education for 
adults.  School safety. 

 
3. Environment/Energy 
 Land Use.  Pollution.  Preserving open space and recreational areas.  Status of the Great 

Lakes.  Alternative Energy sources.  Energy efficiency.  Sustainability. 
  
4.  Health and Medicine 
 Personal health and fitness.  Child health.  Medical facilities.  Insurance, affordability and 

access issues.  Costs of prescription drugs.  Development and adoption of new life-saving 
techniques.  Victim support.  Alcohol and substance abuse. 

 
5.   Leadership/Politics/Elections 
 Political leadership.  Corporate leadership.  Corporate citizenship.  Energizing voters.  Public 

participation in the electoral process.  Local government.  Effective government.  Developing 
future leaders. 

 
6.   Homeland Security 
 Emergency preparedness.  Security measures.  Protection against terrorist attack.  Border 

security.  Foreign nationals.  Immigration.  Government funding. 
 
7.  Labor/Workforce 
 Union negotiations.  Corporate and labor relations.  Worker training.  Layoffs.  Worker 

preparation.  Jobs and job creation.  Worker benefits.  Retirees. 
 
8.  Race Relations 
 Racism.  Civil Rights.  Discrimination.  Equal access.  Racial profiling.  Neighborhood 

segregation.   
 
9.  Regional Revitalization  
 Taxes, infrastructure, support for business start-ups and company attraction.  Sports 

facilities.  Affordable housing.  Commercial development.  Attracting people downtown. 
Economic climate.   

 
10. Transportation/Logistics  
 Road construction.  Traffic.  Airport development.  Light rail.  Mass transit.  New 

technologies for cars. 
 

 



PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
WWJ NEWSRADIO 950 

PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 

Staying in Touch 
Airs Saturdays at 6:23am, 9:43am, 11:23am, 12:53pm and 9:53pm. One minute in length.  Ron 
Dewey highlights special events going on in the Southeast Michigan region.  (See topics 
attached) 
 
Heroes of Diversity 
Airs the third Monday of each month at 9:52am, 2:52pm and 8:52pm, Tom Jordan profiles 
people who are serving as a catalyst for change to advance equity and opportunity for all.  This 
program is in conjunction with the Michigan Roundtable for Diversity and Inclusion. (See topics 
attached)  
 
Your Eye on Health 
Airs Monday-Friday at 1:22am, 3:40am, 1:53pm and 6:53pm.  Dr. Deanna Lites reports on all 
things healthy including the latest breakthroughs in research as well as advice on living a 
healthy lifestyle. (See topics attached) 
 
Made in Michigan 
Airs Wednesdays at 9:52am, 2:52pm, 8:52pm and Saturdays at 4:52am, 9:52am and 4:53pm. 
One minute in length.  Sandra McNeill profiles companies who make products people can buy 
while trying to emphasize the jobs and business success each company has.  (See topics 
attached) 
 
What’s Hot Around Town? 
Airs Thursdays and Fridays at 10:23am, 2:23pm, 4:53pm, 7:53pm, 10:43pm, Saturdays at 
8:23am, 10:23am, 12:23pm and 3:23pm.  One minute in length.   Roberta Jasina highlights a 
fun or unique event taking place in Southeast Michigan, with a special focus on Arts and 
Cultural Organizations.  
 
Making the Grade 
 Airs Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:53am, 2:53pm, 8:53pm and Sunday at 9:52am, 1:52pm, 
4:52pm, 10:21pm.  One minute in length.  Greg Bowman highlights innovations, achievements 
and interesting stories from the classroom, featuring students, teachers and administrators. 
(See topics attached)  
 
Education Today 
Airs Monday-Friday at 9:23am, 12:22pm, 5:42pm, 9:52pm and 3:22am. Laura Bonnell provides 
educational tips to help children and parents improve reading, writing, math, and other skills.  
 
Automotive Insight 
Airs Monday-Friday at 5:53am, 6:53am, 7:53am and 11:53am.  One minute in length.  John 
McElroy provides two unique insights daily into the business of making cars, and designing the 
cars of the future. 
 
Car Chronicles 
Airs Monday-Friday 12:53pm, 3:53pm, 5:53pm, 6:53 pm.  Each report runs one minute.  Jeff 
Gilbert highlights people and lesser-known stories from the automotive business, as well as 
critiquing new products as they come out from the manufacturers.  
 
 
 
 



The Feldman Report 
Airs Monday-Friday 8:53am, 10:53am, 3:23pm, 6:23pm and 9:53pm. One minute in length.  
Murray Feldman provides insights for small business, discusses the general business climate, 
and highlights business leaders. He also provides advice for consumers. 
 
 

News Stories Addressing Community Issues 
 
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY/LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
4/2/2015 
9:07pm 
Laura Bonnell 
Clarkston Stranger Danger 
Oakland County Sheriff’s deputies are conducting extra patrols in the northern part of the county 
after a case of stranger danger. A 13-year-old Clarkston girl, who’s a student Sashabaw Middle 
School, told police she was walking in the area of Pine Knob Trail and Pine Knob Lane when an 
unknown man approached in a vehicle, rolled down his window and told her to get in the car. 
When the girl refused the man turned his car around and began to follow her.  She ran and hid 
behind a parked vehicle and the man drove off. The teen then went to a friend’s house and 
called her mother who reported the incident to police yesterday morning. 
 
4/5/2015 
4:05p 
Brooke Allen 
Serial Rapist on the Loose 
Detroit Police are searching for a man accused of raping several women in the area. His latest 
victim attacked this morning around 4am near Ward and Grand River. Sergeant Cassandra 
Lewis says they do have a sketch of the man and are on the lookout for a brand new white Ford 
Fusion or White Taurus...but they do urge women in the area to be aware of their surroundings. 
 
4/10/2015 
6:06am 
Chris Renwick 
Bad Cops 
Two Detroit Police officers who allegedly robbed drug dealers and stole money obtained in 
police searches are free on bond following their arraignments yesterday. Attorney Michael 
Harrison represents 34-year-old David Hansberry who's been with Detroit Police for more than 
15 years. Harrison says Hansberry's done all he can to protect the public's safety.  
 
4/14/2015 
9:33pm 
Jon Hewett 
Family Murder 
Eastpointe Police say they will be turning over details of their investigation into the apparent 
murders of a mother and her two children to Prosecutors tomorrow morning. Murder charges 
are expected against the woman's 38-year-old husband who remains in police custody. 
 



4/19/2015 
8:50pm 
Rob Davidek 
Baltimore Family Wants Answers 
The family of a Baltimore man who died in police custody wants answers. A timeline from police 
says 25-year-old Freddie Gray was stopped by four officers on bicycles last Sunday, 
transported in a van to the station and transported to a trauma center. An attorney for the Gray 
family says his spine was 80 percent severed at the neck. He died today. CBS News 
Correspondent Mark Albert says everyone is looking for answers. A criminal investigation is 
underway involving independent agencies. 
 
4/20/2015 
9:04pm 
Chris Renwick 
Inkster Police Officer Charged-Victim Reacts 
Floyd Dent and his legal council held a press conference following the announcement by Wayne 
County Prosecutor Kim Worthy to charge an Inkster police officer, William Melendez, for beating 
Floyd Dent during a traffic stop. In a statement Dent said he was grateful for his legal 
representatives.  
 
5/1/2015 
10:52am 
Jackie Paige 
TNT At LAX 
It was quite a discovery for Los Angeles airport police when they heard that a stick of live 
dynamite was left on an old plane following a training exercise for K9 officers and their dogs. A 
law enforcement official says workers on the tarmac found the dynamite when they noticed the 
bright colors on the explosive. But a police spokeswoman says while the stick contained a 
certain amount of TNT it wasn't dynamite. The plane used for the training is featured at a 
museum on the southern edge of LAX. 
 
5/3/2015 
1:32pm 
Bob Mundie 
BB Gun Legislation 
Lawmakers in Lansing are sending Governor Snyder legislation that would loosen restrictions 
on air-guns and BB guns. Opponents, such as Senator Steve Bieda of Warren, worry about 
unintended consequences such as more shootings by police who mistake toy guns for real 
ones. The bills are backed by the National Rifle Association which says Michigan is one of just 
four states to classify most pellet and air guns as firearms. 
 
5/7/2015 
9:31pm 
Stephanie Garrette 
ACLU Calls for Action 
The ACLU of Michigan and other groups are calling for the suspension of the Detroit Fugitive 
Apprehension Task Force, or D-FAT, the unit involved in the fatal shooting of 19-year old 
Terrence Kellom of Detroit last month. One of its members, an ICE agent, shot Kellom as he 
tried to take him into custody. Mark Fancher is a staff attorney with the ACLU. They say the task 
force may pose a threat to the neighborhoods they go into. ICE has said Kellom was wanted on 
armed robbery and weapons charges. Police say Kellom lunged with a hammer before he was 
shot. His family disputes that account. 
 
 
 



5/12/2015 
7:07pm 
Jon Hewett 
Police Need for Mental Health Training 
Additional crisis and mental health training for local law enforcement officers… That, according 
to Oakland County Sheriff Mike Bouchard, would go a long way toward helping ease tensions 
that can arise between police and those they are sworn to protect and serve.  Bouchard says 
the mounting criticism of law enforcement nationally is taking a toll on officer morale. Bouchard's 
comments came during a news conference where he called for the legislature to appropriate 
$50 Million to help communities develop local law enforcement training programs. 
 
5/23/2015 
2:32pm 
Jason Scott 
Gunman Killed-Officer Shot 
A Detroit Police officer was shot and the gunman who engaged police in a standoff has been 
killed. The situation began at 6:30 this morning at a home on Strathmoor, on the city's west-
side. After the 25-year old man let his children go, he walked out of the house and fired a 
shotgun at police who returned fire. They killed the suspect. 
 
6/1/2015 
9:05am 
Scott Ryan 
Washington Cop Shot in Detroit 
An off-duty police officer from the nation’s capital is hospitalized in Detroit after being shot in the 
back during an attempted carjacking.  It happened overnight in Dearborn at Michigan Avenue 
and Oakman. The officer was reportedly at a nightclub with a friend when he was shot.  Sources 
tell WWJ the victim was driven by a friend to the ninth precinct on Detroit's east side before 
being taken to St. John Hospital.  No word this hour on his condition. 
 
6/4/2015 
12:31pm 
Charlie Langton 
Fireworks Curfew 
A proposal to extend a city curfew from one day to four days for those 17 and under during 
fireworks week is being debated by Detroit City Council.  Police believe incidents of vandalism 
and harassment necessitate the change. Councilman Andre Spivey is OK with a curfew on June 
22, the night of the fireworks, but not for 3 days and not for the entire city. Councilman Spivey 
also has concerns that the proposal could disproportionately affect African American and Latino 
kids.  The Council will hold a public hearing next week. 
 
6/11/2015 
7:37am 
Pat Vitale 
Escaped Murderers Nowhere To Be Found 
It's been nearly a week since two convicted murderers broke out of a prison in upstate New 
York with the help of power tools and the pair is still at large despite an intense manhunt. Now 
authorities are acknowledging that they have little to go on as they continue their search. State 
Police Superintendent Joseph D'Amico has acknowledged that he has no information on where 
they are or what they they're doing. 
 



6/19/2015 
9:37pm 
Rona Danziger 
DPD Pays Tribute to a Fallen Cop 
The Detroit Police Department paid tribute to a fallen colleague today.  In a message posted on 
Facebook, the department said it was sending heartfelt sympathies to the Cincinnati Police 
Department as they mourn the loss of officer Sonny Kim. Kim, a 27-year veteran of the 
Cincinnati Police Department, was killed this morning after responding to a call about an erratic 
man armed with a gun. Multiple shots were fired between police and the gunman, who was also 
killed in the shootout. 
 
 
EDUCATION ISSUES 
 
4/6/2015 
11:23am 
Zahra Huber 
Rochester School Layoffs 
A local school district could issue more layoffs. Rochester Community Schools is working to 
accommodate a $1.2 budget shortfall and so it has notified its staff about possible layoffs. The 
decline in revenue is being attributed to a decline in enrollment. Last fall, the district discovered 
it had 154 fewer students than projected. The news comes on the heels of previous layoffs 
when the issue was first addressed by the board of education in December. The Rochester 
Education Association lost nearly 8.5 full-time equivalent positions, affecting at least 10 
educators. 
 
4/12/2015 
8:23pm 
Rob Davidek 
Education Budget 
When lawmakers return to Lansing this week, they'll resume work on the 2016 budget, including 
higher education funding. The Michigan House and Senate have different versions, with the 
Senate so far agreeing with the Governor's proposal which increases funding two percent, but 
the House cutting that in half, to just a one percent increase.  There are also differing 
approaches to state mandated caps on tuition increases. The President's Council, State 
Universities of Michigan, would rather have the two percent increase, but notes that one percent 
is better than being cut. But Michigan House Democrat Sam Singh of East Lansing says a one 
percent increase is far from adequate, especially since state funding for higher ED has lagged in 
recent years. 
 
4/15/2015 
1:12pm 
Deanna Lites 
Drinking and Drugs 
This weekend Wayne State pharmacy students will be hosting area high school students to 
provide education and awareness about the nonmedical use of prescription drugs and underage 
drinking. Wayne State University professor Dr. Brittany Stewart believes this would give student 
pharmacists a great opportunity to see and be involved with real world public health issues. The 
pharmacy students also plan to use a series of activities to get their messages across from 
playing games and doing skits to letting the students drive a vehicle in a simulated drinking and 
driving exercise.  
 
 
 
 



4/19/2015 
9:03pm 
Rob Sanford 
College Advisors Help High School Students 
A move is underway to provide college advisers to high schools in Michigan. Most high schools 
don't have specialists who help students find things like the right college and the best financial 
aid. The Michigan College Access Network says it will hire and add 40 advisers to schools 
around the state, particularly in districts where college-going rates are low. The advisers will be 
new college graduates who are experts in providing direction and advice to high school kids 
seeking post-secondary education, including university degrees and trade-related education.  
 
5/2/2015 
8:26am 
Chris Renwick 
Obama on Education 
President Obama says that making sure all kids receive a great education is the best way to 
show them that their lives matter.  He emphasized that point in today's media speech, which 
was recorded at a public library in the Anacostia neighborhood of Washington D.C. Mr. Obama 
is pushing the ConnectED initiative which would connect 99 percent of America's students to 
high-speed internet. 
 
5/11/2015 
11:13am 
Beth Fisher 
Education Town Hall 
An education town hall meeting will be held in Harper Woods this evening.  This after Governor 
Rick Snyder recently proposed splitting the Detroit Public Schools into two districts...one the 
state would work to reduce the district's 483 million dollar debt...the other a new district subject 
to a financial review board. Other topics to be addressed at tonight's town hall include charter 
schools, per-pupil funding, and the Education Achievement Authority.  It'll be held at Wayne 
County Community College University Center in Harper Woods at 5:30 p.m. 
 
5/14/2015 
9:17pm 
Brian Larsen 
Teacher of the Year 
A teacher at Birmingham's Covington School has been named Michigan Teacher of the Year. 
Rick Joseph teaches fifth and sixth graders. He was selected as Teacher of the Year from 
among nearly 500 candidates. Thanks to the honor, the Birmingham School District will receive 
one-thousand dollars to be used for the advancement of education.  Joseph will receive the use 
of a car for the next year.   
 
5/19/2015 
11:23pm 
Brian Larsen 
School Bake Sales 
Brownies, candy and other snacks could again be sold at in-school fundraisers under legislation 
that's wrapped up in Lansing. The Senate voted to send the so-called "bake sale bill" to 
Governor Snyder for his expected signature. It would require the state Education Department to 
allow at least two fundraisers a week that do not meet the nutritional guidelines.  
 



5/23/2015 
6:06am 
Stephanie Garrette 
Support for Atlanta Teachers 
One of the Atlanta Public School administrators convicted in a historic widespread cheating 
scandal is getting support in Detroit.  The National Action Network Detroit chapter is holding a 
rally and fundraiser to support those convicted. 58-year old Theresa Copeland was a Test 
Coordinator with Atlanta Schools.  She and others were convicted under the RICO act. 
Copeland and 2 others connected with the case are in town for a fundraising/rally which starts at 
10Am at the King Solomon Church on 14th Street in Detroit.   
 
6/1/2015 
5:34pm 
Brian Larsen 
UPS Did Not Lose SAT Exams 
More than 200 Virginia students probably won't have to retake their SAT exams after all: 
Officials who blamed UPS for losing the box of tests say it's been found at the school. The 
college entrance exams went missing last month at Broad Run High School in Ashburn. The 
260 students had taken the test May 2nd. Many were upset to learn they might have to retake it. 
But a school spokesman says the box was found today in a shipping area at the school. The 
box was still sealed and was handed over immediately to a member of Educational Testing 
Service, which administers the exam. 
 
6/9/2015 
5:05pm 
Brian Larsen 
Union Can’t Dictate Quit Date 
A Michigan labor panel says public employee unions can't restrict the time when members can 
quit. The Michigan Employment Relations Commission directed staff to draft a decision that 
would be considered at a future meeting. The case involves four Saginaw teachers and a 
Michigan law that makes financial support of unions voluntary. The teachers tried to get out of 
the Saginaw Education Association in September 2013 but were told they could quit only in 
August. The Michigan Education Association isn't commenting. 
 
6/17/2015 
7:07am 
Scott Ryan 
Snyder Signs Budget with Ed Funding 
Governor Snyder will sign the upcoming fiscal year budget this afternoon.  It includes modest 
spending increases on education and road construction, plus new initiatives designed to boost 
early literacy and training for skilled trade jobs.  Programs being cut include film incentives, a 
juvenile justice facility, and some human services positions. 
 
6/18/2015 
9:12am 
Rob Sanford 
Teacher in Trouble 
A Macomb County teacher is facing criminal charges accusing her of having sex with one of her 
students. Rachael Lauren Smith, a former Mount Clemens High School teacher, has been 
arraigned on 3 counts of criminal sexual conduct after being accused of having sex with a 17 
year old student. The Lapeer County Sheriff’s office tells the Macomb Daily the woman allegedly 
provided the youth with alcohol and had sex on 3 occasions at her home near Imlay City. The 
investigation was launched by the Macomb County Sheriff’s Department after hearing rumors of 
the alleged tryst.  
 



6/23/2015 
7:36pm 
Brian Larsen 
Utica Schools Layoffs 
Is the state's second largest school district getting ready to layoff teachers? The Free Press 
reports Utica Community Schools plans to lay off 34 teachers to help balance the budget. The 
district approved a budget last night. Reports show the Utica Schools has lost about 13-hundred 
students in the last ten years. We have a call into the district this evening for comment. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT/ENERGY 
 
4/6/2015 
11:21am 
Pat Vitale 
Nuclear Plant Running Again 
DTE Energy says the Fermi 2 nuclear power plant is running again after a more than two-week 
shutdown.  The Monroe News reports that repairs were made to fix a water leak that was 
detected within the dry well that encloses its reactor. Crews were shutting down the plant when 
the monitoring system took over and automatically did so as a safety measure back on March 
19th. 
 
4/13/2015 
10:23pm 
Bob Mundie 
Livonia Power Outages 
Livonia residents will have a chance to meet with DTE officials this week to talk about power 
outages in the city during recent years. An open house with DTE Energy will take place 4-7 p.m. 
April 15th in the Vista Tech Center at Schoolcraft College. A DTE spokesperson says the 
company is spending more than five-million dollars to update the electric grid in Livonia.   
 
4/20/15 
Chris Renwick 
9:42pm 
Weed Killer Controversy 
Environmentalists are contesting the federal government's decision to allow more widespread 
use of a new version of a popular weed killer. Motions filed in the 9th Circuit U.S. Court of 
Appeals in San Francisco challenge the Environmental Protection Agency's handling of Enlist 
Duo. The weed killer is designed to be used with genetically modified corn and soybeans. But a 
coalition of environmental groups, including the Center for Food Safety, says it could endanger 
wildlife and public health. 
 
4/25/15 
7:36am 
Paul Snider 
Americans and Landfills 
Americans are sending less packaging to landfills, and a new report says that's not only good 
for the environment, it's good for the economy, too. The annual "Use Less Stuff" report finds the 
amount of packaging winding up in landfills has gone down 40 percent in the last 20 years. The 
report used Environmental Protection Agency and U.S. Census Bureau data. Lillianfield says 
consumers reward companies that have environmentally friendly agendas. 
 
 
 
 



4/29/2015 
9:20am 
Pat Vitale 
Feds Consider Criminal Charges against Lumber Liquidators 
"60 Minutes" first reported the problem -- discovering high levels of formaldehyde in a lot of 
Lumber Liquidators laminates from China.  Now -- the feds are considering criminal charges.  
Environmental attorney Richard Drury has already launched a class action lawsuit on behalf of 
homeowners -- saying the Chinese laminates fail to meet California standards for toxic 
emissions. Lumber Liquidators stock is plummeting this morning.   
 
4/30/2015 
7:34pm 
Paul Snider 
New Nuclear Plant 
It's a go. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has approved a license for DTE Energy to build 
and operate a new nuclear plant on the site of the Fermi Two facility in Monroe County. That 
doesn't necessarily mean DTE has committed to a new plant, but it gives the company the 
option to do so in the future. The NRC's decision caps a six-year process that examined the 
safety, environmental and technical aspects of building another unit at Fermi Two, which has 
been in operation since 1988. 
 
5/7/2015 
11:23am 
Zahra HUBER 
New Market for Scrap Tires 
Michigan is awarding $2.8 million in grants to help develop new markets for scrap tires. The 
state Department of Environmental Quality says the funding announced this week is for road 
projects involving rubber-modified asphalt in construction and repairs to existing Michigan 
roadways; research projects; and equipment projects. Among the recipients, Michigan State 
University, Remold Products, Cobalt Holdings and Environmental Rubber. 
 
5/9/2015 
7:17am 
Paul Snider 
Proposal to bury Nuclear Waste 
A highly controversial proposal to bury nuclear waste in Ontario, less than a mile from Lake 
Huron, has been endorsed by a Canadian advisory panel. The Joint Review Panel made its 
recommendation in a report to Canada's environment minister, who will render a final decision 
within 120 days. Publicly owned Ontario Power Generation wants to bury some seven million 
cubic feet of low and intermediate-level nuclear waste from the Bruce Power Plant 22 hundred 
feet underground near Kincardine, Ontario. The advisory panel concluded the project is unlikely 
to harm the environment, including Lake Huron, but opponents say there's no way to ensure 
that, especially since the material could be radioactive for hundreds of years. 
 
5/14/2015 
8:43p 
Brian Larsen 
Electricity Company in Hot Water 
The nation's largest electricity company is in hot water over contaminated water. Duke Energy 
has pleaded guilty to environmental crimes relating to more than a-hundred tainted wells near 
its dumps.  Attorneys for North Carolina, including U.S. Attorney Steven Inman, say Duke will 
finally pay for its actions. The company will pay more than one-hundred million dollars in fines 
and is delivering bottled water to people with tainted wells close to its North Carolina coal ash 
pits. 
 



5/20/2015 
6:11am 
Scott Ryan 
Oil Drilling Update 
Plans to build an oil well in a Shelby Township neighborhood have dried up. It's an update to a 
story we've been telling you about.  West Bay, based in Traverse City, began digging near 25 
Mile and Dequindre roads last year after getting the green light from the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality.  But the company scrapped the plan yesterday just ahead of a township 
vote on whether to extend a drilling ban.  West Bay says the completion well failed to produce 
oil. 
 
5/21/2015 
8:33am 
Scott Ryan 
California Oil Spill 
A state of emergency has been declared in California's Santa Barbara County.  A large oil spill 
there is now stretching nine miles. That means several thousand people who usually visit the 
popular camping and sun-bathing destination will be turned away through the holiday weekend. 
As much as 105-thousand gallons of oil may have leaked and up to one-fifth of that likely 
reached the ocean. 
 
6/2/2015 
5:35pm 
Brian Larsen 
Clinton River Hazardous Materials Spill 
A public health advisory has been posted for parts of the Clinton River after a hazardous 
materials spill.  The Oakland County Health Department is telling people to avoid swimming and 
taking part in other recreational activities in the river from Pontiac to the Oakland-Macomb 
border until further notice.  The Environmental Protection Agency and Department of 
Environmental Quality are cleaning up what is believed to be some type of fuel spill.  It's unclear 
where the substance came from or how much spilled.   
 
6/6/2015 
7:41pm 
Jason Scott 
Oil Pipeline Protest 
Thousand are expected to protest in Saint Paul against the expansion of tar sands oil pipelines 
in the U-S. On Friday, Minnesota regulators approved a certificate of need for the proposed 
pipeline from North Dakota to Wisconsin. But opponents say tar sands oil is very dirty and a 
major contributor to climate change. Environmentalists object to the pipeline route running 
through the headwaters of the Mississippi River. 
 
6/11/2015 
12:23pm 
Scott Ryan 
Testing the Waterways 
Beach season is here and along with it the annual testing program for bacteria in local 
waterways.  The Oakland County Health Division says eight beaches have already been closed 
because of dangerously high bacteria counts, though five have since reopened.  The Oakland 
Press reports that water collection and beach inspections are done by environmental health 
students hired as interns.  The program will run thru July with one hundred beaches on 61 lakes 
being monitored every week. 
 
 
 



6/21/2015 
12:13pm 
Jason Scott 
Summer Energy 
A new state report forecasts increased demand for energy but lower prices during the summer 
and the remainder of the year. The Michigan Public Service Commission says the electricity 
market likely will increase the amount of natural gas-fueled generation compared to other fuels 
as a result of better prices. The report says residential and commercial customers should see 
lower heating and cooling bills as well as cheaper prices at the gas pump. The commission 
notes that rising demand assumes a return to normal summer weather and continued lower 
prices for oil and gas. 
 
 
HEALTH/MEDICINE 
 
4/3/2015 
3:10pm 
Deanna Lites 
Smiling Leads To Good Health 
When's the last time you smiled? One doctor says smiling can lead to good health.   Rich 
Castellano is a plastic surgeon and author of Smile Q. Dr Castellano says if you want to improve 
your relationships and your health...smile. It reduces stress, releases endorphins, changes what 
you think, how you act, how you and treat people, how they treat you. Dr. Castellano says if 
wearing a happy face doesn't come naturally, try practicing in front of the mirror.  
 
4/13/2015 
12:12pm 
Deanna Lites 
ERs Are Improving Child Care 
Hospital emergency rooms are better able to treat children than they were 12 years ago 
according to a new study in the Journal of the American Medical Association Pediatrics..  
Having pediatric emergency care coordinators appears to be the reason emergency rooms are 
three times better prepared for young patients today than they were in 2003. The researchers 
say about half of the nation's emergency departments have a doctor or nurse dedicated to staff 
training, to making sure recommended equipment is available and that hospitals have 
knowledge on policies for children. 
 
4/16/2015 
1:13pm 
Zahra Huber 
New Hospital Gown 
A Detroit-based health system is rolling out a hospital gown that aims to offer more style and fix 
a lack of rear coverage by other gowns. Resembling a wrap-around robe, the "Model G" gown 
closes the once-drafty back, using adjustable snaps on the front and along the shoulders. Henry 
Ford Health System says that more than 35,000 gowns are going to its hospitals this month. 
The gown is made by Michigan-based Carhartt from a cotton-poplin blend for improved comfort. 
It was developed by the Henry Ford Innovation Institute at Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit.  
 



4/22/15 
7:42pm 
Brian Larsen 
Surge In Obesity 
New research published in the British Journal of Sports Medicine finds sugar and 
carbohydrates, not physical inactivity, are behind a surge in obesity. Doctors say a diet high in 
quality fats like olive oil, fish and eggs, including the yolk, along with lowering refined 
carbohydrates, are key to lowering the risk of diabetes, heart disease and dementia. 
 
5/7/15 
10:33am 
Chrystal Knight 
Bad Surgery Equals Big Lawsuit Award 
The family of an elderly woman who died after having brain surgery in 2012 has been awarded 
21-million dollars. 81 year old Bimla Nayyar went in to Oakwood Hospital for a routine jaw 
operation. However, lawyers for the family say doctors mistakenly drilled holes into her skull for 
a different operation. Oakwood Hospital said in a statement that they're very concerned about 
how the details of this case have been portrayed and they plan to appeal. 
 
5/11/2015 
10:37am 
Terri Lee 
Blood Test May Transform Cancer Treatment 
A new type of blood test is starting to transform cancer treatment, sparing some patients the 
surgical and needle biopsies long needed to guide their care. The tests, called liquid biopsies, 
capture cancer cells or DNA that tumors shed into the blood. They give the first noninvasive way 
to repeatedly sample a cancer so doctors can profile its genes, target drugs to mutations, tell 
quickly whether treatment is working, and adjust it as the cancer evolves. A lot is still unknown 
about the value of these tests. 
 
5/15/2015 
7:07am 
Deanna Lites 
First Medical School Grad Class 
Today, 47 students will graduate as the first class of Oakland University William Beaumont 
School of Medicine. The goal of the school was to transform medical education by emphasizing 
holistic physician development that's grounded in evidence-based medical science. Founding 
Dean Dr. Robert Folberg says it's made an impact on students, inspiring them to re-work their 
physician oath. They added a line, I promise to take care of myself so I can take care of others. 
They agreed to be patient advocates. They added a line to know their limitations and ask for 
help. 
 
5/21/2015 
11:41pm 
Gary Lundy 
NFL Painkillers 
Hundreds of former players have filed a lawsuit claiming all 32 NFL teams, their doctors, 
trainers and medical staffs obtained and provided painkillers to players - often illegally --  to 
keep them on the field. The lawsuit updates and revises some of the allegations made in a 
federal lawsuit last year on behalf of 1,300 former players against the NFL. That complaint was 
dismissed by a federal judge in California. 
 
 
 
 



5/22/2015 
9:05pm 
Rob Davidek 
Local Doc Pleads Guilty 
A local doctor pleads guilty in connection to a case of healthcare fraud and conspiracy. Dr. Aria 
Sabit, a licensed nuerosurgeon, pleaded guilty to health care fraud and conspiracy charges. He 
admitted that he made significant profits by convincing patients to undergo spinal fusion 
surgeries to insert devices that he never inserted. Then he billed Medicaid and Medicare and 
some private healthcare insurers to the tune of 11-million dollars since 2011. 
 
6/1/2015 
11:50am 
Chris Renwick 
Fata Fraud 
The government says more than 550 patients were put through unnecessary treatments by a 
Detroit-area cancer doctor who pleaded guilty to fraud. It's the first time that prosecutors have 
put a number on Dr. Farid Fata's victims. Fata will return to Detroit federal court on July 6. He 
pleaded guilty to fraud last September. 
 
6/4/2015 
11:12am 
Deanna Lites 
Healthcare Disaster Prep 
How prepared are our healthcare institutions in the event of a disaster?  In any disaster the 
media and first responders work together to provide information and assistance to residents. 
Jenny Atas is an emergency doctor at Detroit Receiving Hospital and medical director for 
Region 2 South Healthcare Coalition. He says Michigan is one of the top states in preparedness 
in everything that's been done here. Today media organizations and healthcare agencies will 
meet for an update on the state of disaster preparedness as it relates to healthcare and 
continue to work towards meeting the needs of the residents of Michigan in the event of a 
disaster. 
 
6/8/2015 
11:43pm 
Deanna Lites 
Memory Loss From A Popular Drug? 
Millions of Americans take cholesterol-lowering medicine. But could it cause memory loss? 
There have been reports that some patients taking cholesterol lowering drugs say they 
experience memory loss in the first 30 days of taking the medicine.But researchers from 
Rutgers University say it may be because starting a new drug and being in frequent contact with 
their doctor during this period can make patients highly attuned to their health so they'll notice 
more. Dr. Tom Rafai, director of metabolic and weight management at st joseph mercy oakland 
says while medicine can help a healthy lifestyle is important.  
 



6/18/2015 
7:13pm 
Brian Larsen 
Medicare Fraud Bust 
A Medicare fraud bust in Michigan and across the country has led to charges against hundreds 
of doctors and other health care providers -- accused of ripping off the government AND 
vulnerable seniors. The U.S. Attorney's office says in the Detroit area, sixteen people including 
six doctors, a social worker, a pharmacist and two physical therapists were charged with a 
variety of health care fraud and kickback schemes totaling over $122 million. The largest case in 
Michigan involved two physicians and three owners of hospice and home health care 
companies. 
 
6/23/2015 
5:23am 
Deanna Lites 
Skinny Jeans Dangerous 
Skinny jeans may be in style, but could they be bad for your health? Doctors in Australia say a 
35-year-old woman ended up in the hospital with damage to the nerve and muscle fibers in her 
legs and feet because of wearing tight skinny jeans. She had been emptying cupboards at 
home and had spent hours squatting causing the tight jeans to exert prolonged compression 
around her legs. Beaumont Health neurologist Daniel Main-kis says this is a rare event and 
would not tell people to be afraid to wear tight fitting clothing for fear of damaging their nerves. 
 
 
LEADERSHIP/POLITICS/ELECTIONS 
 
4/2/15 
2:07pm 
Rona Danziger 
Snyder Would Veto RFRA 
Governor Snyder said today that he would veto a Religious Freedom Restoration Act bill if it hit 
his desk as a stand-alone bill.  Snyder said he wants to see two separate bills -- one that would 
expand the state's Elliott Larsen Civil Rights Act and a separate Religious Freedom bill. 
Currently Michigan lawmakers have introduced three bills that they say would protect the 
religious freedoms of businesses, medical service personnel, and adoption agencies.   
 
4/12/2015 
4:43pm 
Chris Renwick 
Gay Discrimination 
A Fargo coffee shop has taken down a sign mocking North Dakota lawmakers and jokingly 
banning them from the parlor for voting against an anti-discrimination bill. Joe Curry, part owner 
of the Red Raven Espresso Parlor, says the tongue-in-cheek ban served its purpose by 
fostering discussion. Curry posted the sign after the state House killed a proposed law that 
would have prohibited discrimination based on sexual orientation in housing, government, public 
services and the workplace. The sign joked that any of the 55 Republicans who voted against 
the bill could only be served there if accompanied by a member of the LGBT community. 
 



4/19/2015 
6:06am 
Pat Vitale 
Domestic Violence Legislation 
Republicans and Democrats in the Michigan House have joined forces to introduce a series of 
bills designed to strengthen domestic violence laws in the state. The six lawmakers say their 
intent is clear -- to reinforce to abusers that no means no. There are three bills on the table right 
now including one that would protect the information of domestic violence victims in hopes of 
preventing a repeat attack. 
 
4/23/2015 
12:40pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Prop 1 Gov Push 
Governor Snyder made one last push for the passage of Proposal 1 this morning by helping 
road crews fill a pothole at Michigan and Trumbell. Prop 1 would raise money for road repairs 
through higher registration fees on some new car and truck drivers, as well as a one cent 
increase in the sales tax. Opponents say it will cost the average family up to 800-dollars more 
per year in taxes. They want the governor and lawmakers to make funding road repairs a 
priority within the current budget.   
 
4/27/2015 
7:04pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Protest Against No Fault Bill 
A group of doctors, patients, hospital officials and lawmakers gathered at Beaumont Hospital in 
Royal Oak today to protest an effort to reform Michigan's No-Fault auto insurance. Ziab 
Kassab's brother suffered a severe spinal injury at seven and died 16 years later.  But Kassab 
doesn't believe he would have lived as long under the current bill, which has a provision to limit 
the number of caretakers per 24 hours. The bill would also end the catastrophic health care fund 
drivers pay into for severe injuries. Insurers say it would save drivers $100 over two years. 
 
5/2/2015 
7:42am 
Greg Bowman 
Lawmakers on DPS Reform 
Detroit Lawmakers have some concerns with Governor Rick Snyder's plan to reform the Detroit 
Public Schools.  The plan would split DPS in two and create an "old" and "new" district, one 
dealing with education and the other focused on wiping out the schools' 480 million dollar 
budget deficit.  But State Representative Brian Banks of Detroit doesn't like the idea that the 
board overseeing the schools would be appointed, and not elected. Banks also wants to get rid 
of the DPS Emergency Manager, and do away with the Educational Achievement Authority, 
which runs the state's most troubled schools. 
 
5/3/2015 
11:35pm 
Bob Mundie 
Air-Gun and BB Gun Bill 
Michigan lawmakers are sending Governor Snyder legislation that would loosen restrictions on 
air-guns and BB guns. The Senate gave final approval to legislation repealing restrictions on 
children under the age of 18 from using a BB gun without being accompanied by an adult. The 
bill is on its way to the governor’s desk.      
 
 
 



5/13/2015 
5:20am 
Pat Vitale 
Senate Summer 
The Michigan Senate is planning to remain in session this summer after voters rejected a road-
funding proposal on last week's ballot.  Lawmakers typically break in June and don't return until 
September, except for holding an occasional session if needed.  Majority Floor Leader Mike 
Kowall says taxpayers expect us to put in the time necessary to complete our work. It's unclear 
if the House will be in session in July and August. 
 
5/18/2015 
7:12am 
Scott Ryan 
Criminal Justice Reform 
Stay with WWJ for coverage as Governor Snyder is expected to discuss criminal justice reform 
in Michigan.  He's expected to give a speech this afternoon at Goodwill Industries in Detroit.  
Goodwill often works with first-time prisoners offering them help in the form of education and 
work skills.  Last year state lawmakers addressed a series of bills that sought to reduce crime 
but led to prison overcrowding and increased spending within the corrections department. 
 
5/20/2015 
4:33pm 
Jason Scott 
Nebraska Death Penalty 
Nebraska lawmakers gave final approval to a bill abolishing the death penalty with enough votes 
to override a promised veto from Republican Governor Pete Ricketts. The vote was bolstered by 
conservatives who oppose capital punishment for fiscal, religious and pragmatic reasons. 
Nebraska hasn't executed a prisoner since 1997. 
 
6/5/2015 
9:43pm 
Brian Larsen 
Right To Die 
California lawmakers have advanced a right-to-die bill. The State Senate passed the measure 
ahead of a legislative deadline. The issue gained traction nationally after 29-year-old Brittany 
Maynard moved from California to Oregon to end her life in November. Oregon allows doctors 
to prescribe suicide drugs to certain consenting patients. Maynard recorded her final days in 
widely-viewed online videos that included support for right-to-die laws.  
 
6/11/2015 
9:37pm 
Terri Lee 
Pot Legalization 
Michigan would legalize the use of marijuana for recreational use under two proposed initiatives 
for which advocates will soon begin collecting voter signatures.  The State Board of Canvassers 
approved the form of the petitions this [Thursday] morning. Two advocacy groups need about 
253,000 valid signatures each to put the bills before the Republican-led Legislature.  The 
measures would receive statewide votes in November 2016 if lawmakers do not act. Michigan 
already allows marijuana use for medical purposes. 
 



6/18/2015 
4:07pm 
Brian Larsen 
Election Changes 
In Lansing, state lawmakers are moving to end regularly scheduled election dates in February. 
Bills that won final approval today in the Senate would leave intact election dates in May, 
August and November. Michigan would still have presidential primary elections, which typically 
are held in February or March every four years. Supporters say February elections are no 
longer needed because they have the lowest voter turnout. 
 
6/23/15 
10:36pm 
Brian Larsen 
South Carolina Confederate Flag 
State lawmakers in South Carolina have set the stage for a debate on whether to remove the 
Confederate flag from the statehouse grounds. The Senate joined the state House today in 
extending the current session, which had been set aside for budget votes. One proposal would 
move the flag from the Statehouse grounds to a museum. 
 
6/26/2015 
5:07am 
Scott Ryan 
No Crippled References 
Michigan law will no longer reference "crippled" children after state lawmakers pushed for 
removing the outdated language. Lieutenant Governor Brian Calley signed bills Thursday 
removing the references.  Calley says state residents with special needs deserve to be treated 
with respect and dignity everywhere, including within state law.  
 
 
HOMELAND SECURITY ISSUES 
 
4/5/15 
10:42pm 
Tawana Holly 
ISIS Threat 
Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson tells CBS News' "60 Minutes" that the department is 
concerned about Americans being radicalized and joining the Islamic extremist group ISIS, and 
sees a challenge in tracking or detecting so-called lone wolf attackers. He says it's very difficult 
for the department to track someone reading about ISIS from their home computer in America. 
He tells CBS News that he does get information daily on threats to the U-S, including those who 
have answered the call to fight for ISIS. 
 
4/8/15 
7:33pm 
Greg Bowman 
Gang Arrests 
Nearly one thousand gang members across the country are under arrest today, and a number 
of drugs and weapons are off the streets. That follows a six week federal investigation with ties 
to Detroit and more than 200 other big cities.  Project Wildfire involved agents with U.S. 
Immigration and Customs and Homeland Security, and targets gangs involved in crimes across 
the country. Officials say members of the Latin Counts and Folk Nations gangs were among 
those arrested in Detroit. 
 
 
 



4/14/2015 
5:35pm 
Chris Renwick 
No Fly List 
Under legal pressure, the Obama administration will begin telling some suspected terrorists if 
and why they are on a list of people banned from flying to, from, or within the United States. In 
some cases, the government will not be able to provide an explanation because of national 
security concerns. The new policy allows for an American traveler who has been denied 
boarding a commercial airliner to petition the U.S. Transportation Security Administration once 
to find out whether he or she is on the no-fly list and a second time for an unclassified 
explanation of why he or she is on the list. 
 
4/15/2015 
12:31pm 
Scott Ryan 
Emergency Sirens 
You may have heard this already but it bears repeating- especially for anyone who hasn't heard 
a thing. This is Severe Weather Awareness Week and at one o'clock this afternoon, Oakland 
County will test its outdoor warning sirens.  It's only a test.   Homeland Security administrators 
say its a good time for homeowners, schools and businesses to test their emergency 
preparedness plans.  Again, the outdoor sirens are to be tested at one p-m today. 
 
4/16/2015 
9:13am 
Pat Vitale 
Gyrocopter Update 
Homeland Security says it was prepared to shoot down a Florida man who piloted a gyrocopter 
onto the U.S. Capitol lawn yesterday. Sixty-one-year-old Doug Hughes says he wanted to call 
attention to his belief that campaign finance laws are too weak, and he had planned to deliver 
letters to all 535 members of Congress. A friend of Hughes' says he contacted the Secret 
Service when Hughes told him of his plan yesterday. 
 
5/1/2015 
9:23pm 
Charlie Langton 
Kellom Update 
Detroit police and the Homeland Security Department are still investigating the shooting of 20 
year old  Terrance Kellom inside his home on Evergreen near Chicago by U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement Officer Mitchell Quinn.  A police task force team had an arrest warrant for 
Kellom who was wanted for the armed robbery of a pizza delivery man. Some say Kellom 
lunged at agents with a hammer before he was shot. 
 
5/6/2015 
11:37am 
Bob Mundie 
Cartoon Shooting 
U-S officials say a man who left Minnesota to join Jihadi forces in Somalia had communicated 
with alleged Texas cartoon-contest shooter Elton Simpson on Twitter.  CBS News Senior 
Security Contributor, a former CIA Deputy Director, Mike Morell thinks the attack may have 
been inspired by Isis. The Department of Homeland Security and the FBI issued a joint 
intelligence bulletin to local law enforcement on April 20th warning that the Garland, Texas 
event was a possible target for a terrorist attack. 
 
 
 



5/7/2015 
10:36am 
Terri Lee 
Italy US Cocaine 
Italian police, FBI and U.S. Homeland Security have broken up a major cocaine trafficking 
operation between Central America, the U.S. and Europe.  Overnight drug raids were carried 
out in Italy.  They rounded up more than a dozen suspects. The prime catch in the Italian raid 
was Franco Faziol.   
 
5/14/2015 
6:35am 
Terri Lee 
Secret Service Impaired By Alcohol 
A new report says two senior Secret Service agents were more likely than not impaired by 
alcohol when they drove a government vehicle through a secure area at the White House earlier 
this year. Homeland Security Inspector General John Roth found that Marc Connolly and 
George Ogilvie spent about five hours at a bar during and after a retirement party for a 
colleague and ran up a "significant" bar tab before driving to the White House on March 4. Their 
tab included eight glasses of scotch, two vodka drinks, three beers and a glass of wine. 
 
5/30/2015 
9:33pm 
Tawana Holly 
NSA Law Set To Expire 
Barring a last-minute deal in Congress, three post-Sept. 11th surveillance laws used against 
spies and terrorists are set to expire at midnight Sunday. Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell is calling the Senate back into session on Sunday -- just hours before the midnight 
deadline. But it's not clear lawmakers will have any new solution. Even if senators do agree to 
advance a House-passed bill to extend the programs, one senator is determined to keep that 
from happening. Kentucky Republican Rand Paul says he will use his right to delay a final vote. 
 
6/1/2015 
10:40pm 
Gary Lundy 
Airport Security 
Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson has ordered an overhaul of airport security 
procedures, officer training and screening equipment testing. Today's directives come after an 
internal review found undercover agents were able to easily get mock weapons and explosives 
past TSA checkpoints. Johnson says he takes the findings very seriously. 
 
6/3/2015 
11:41am 
Chris Renwick 
Boston Isis 
The chairman of the House Homeland Security Committee says the man under surveillance by 
terrorist investigators in Boston had been spreading Islamic State group propaganda online. 
U.S. Rep. Michael McCaul opened a congressional hearing on terrorism today in Washington 
D.C. with a reference to the fatal shooting of Usaama Rahim in Massachusetts yesterday. 
McCaul says Rahim was being investigated by the Boston Joint Terrorism Task Force after 
communicating and spreading ISIS propaganda online. 
 
 
 
 
 



6/12/2015 
11:52pm 
Tawana Holly 
Government Hack 
We are learning more about the massive hacking into government employees accounts by 
Chinese cyber criminals. CBS News Homeland Security Correspondent Jeff Pegues says it may 
be a while before we know exactly how bad this breach was. Outside experts are pointing to the 
breach as a blistering indictment of the U-S government's ability to secure its own data. 
 
6/16/2015 
6:35am 
Pat Vitale 
Al-Qaida Leader Killed 
Al-Qaida is feeling the harshest blow to it's global militant network since the killing of Osama bin 
Laden. A U.S. airstrike has killed Nasir al-Wahishi, Al-Qaida's No. 2 figure and leader of its 
powerful Yemeni affiliate.  He once served as bin Laden's personal secretary. Al-Qaida's Yemen 
affiliate has long been seen as its most lethal and has been linked to a number of foiled or 
botched attacks on the U.S. homeland. 
 
6/26/2015 
9:43pm 
Tawana Holly 
July 4th Security 
Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson is urging Americans to be vigilant and prepared 
ahead of the July 4th holiday following attacks in France, Tunisia and Kuwait. Johnson says 
people should attend Independence Day events as planned, but remain vigilant and report any 
suspicious activity.  He says U-S authorities will adjust security measures, including those 
unseen by the public, as necessary. 
 
 
LABOR/WORKFORCE ISSUES 
 
4/12/2015 
8:36am 
Paul Snider 
Millennial Workplace Trends 
Millennials. They're the generation corporate America loves to court. Maybe that's not such a 
great strategy after all. Two new reports shed some light on Millennial mania. One says younger 
workers tend to have more anxiety than their older coworkers. Nearly one-third of Millennials 
report having workplace anxiety. That's a higher percentage than any other age group. Another 
report concludes retailers spend too much time and resources wooing Millennials, who don't 
have any money. The study says retailers should be courting older, well-heeled shoppers. 
 
4/16/2015 
12:50p 
Terri Lee 
Workplace Wellness Program Regs 
Federal regulators want to limit how employers use financial penalties and rewards to get 
employees to take part in workplace wellness programs. The Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission says employers can use financial incentives of up to 30 percent of the cost of 
premiums for single coverage, as long as certain other safeguards are met. 
 
 
 
 



4/17/2015 
12:53pm 
Scott Ryan 
Gawker Union? 
Staff members of the popular website Gawker are trying to unionize. A post on the site says that 
employees met with union organizers at the Writers Guild in New York this week.  The author of 
the story said no one is trying to hurt parent company Gawker Media. They just want a better-
functioning workplace.  If the effort is successful, Gawker would become the first major online 
media company to organize. 
 
4/22/2015 
7:13am 
Scott Ryan 
Office Wearable Tech 
 
Lots of people are wearing technology these days--such as the smart watches made by Google 
and Apple.  But what does that mean for the workplace?  Robert Half Technology executive 
director John Reed says a survey of more than 24-hundred Chief Information Officers found that 
they're most worried about security. But there could also be benefits to the company from new 
technology that can potentially scan documents and record meetings. The wearables market is 
expected to be worth nearly six billion dollars by 2018. 
 
4/23/2015 
2:10pm 
Deanna Lites 
Take Your Kid To Work Day Benefits 
You may notice some extra help at your job today. It's "take our daughters and sons to work 
day." While it might seem like just a fun day, it can actually provide some benefits. A visit to the 
workplace gives both child and parent the opportunity to talk about the importance of learning 
and working hard. In addition to showing them what you do at work, they can also see the 
positive relationships that you have with your co-workers. Child psychologist Kristen Eastman 
says it's a chance to talk to your child about areas of work that interest them and the steps 
needed to reach their goals. 
 
5/5/2015 
11:42pm 
Pat Vitale 
Auto Worker Killed 
We've learned the identity of the 53-year-old man who was killed at an auto plan on Detroit's 
east side. The victim is UAW member Donald Megge of Sterling Heights, who was a millwright 
and wastewater operator at Fiat Chrysler's Jefferson North Assembly Plant. The automaker 
says it happened this morning at a wastewater treatment facility at the complex. The incident 
remains under investigation by state and federal health and safety officials, as well as union and 
company health and safety professionals. 
 



5/7/2015 
1:04pm 
Rona Danziger 
Prevailing Wage Hearings 
It's a controversial measure likely to cause major arguments between labor and lawmakers. 
Republicans in the Michigan senate plan to vote to repeal Michigan's prevailing wage, a state 
law that requires union wages on public construction projects. Senate Majority Leader Arlan 
Meekhof said a Senate committee will hold a hearing next week. The bills could see quick 
approval both in committee and on the floor. Governor Rick Snyder opposes the bills, as do 
Democrats and labor unions. 
 
5/11/2015 
3:33pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Floor Collapse 
MI-OSHA is investigating the floor collapse at a building site in Ypsilanti that has killed a 
construction worker. Ypsilanti Fire Captain Dan Cain says the accident happened in the 
Thompson Block loft renovation in Depot Town shortly before 1pm. The worker was completely 
covered by the ceiling and unconscious when he was pulled from the rubble.  He was 
pronounced dead at St. Joe's Hospital in Ann Arbor. 
 
5/14/2015 
5:13am 
Scott Ryan 
Post Office Protest 
Postal workers are delivering a different type of message in Metro Detroit today.  Contract talks 
between the postal service and union workers have yet to yield a new deal.  Two union protests 
are planned for today.  One is at the Highland Park Post Office from noon to two p-m.  Then, 
one will be held at the Royal Oak Post Office from three to five p-m.  Their current contract 
expires in two weeks. 
 
5/21/2015 
10:34am 
Chrystal Knight 
Unemployment Benefits 
10,000 more Americans got unemployment aid last week, though the number of applications, 
274,000, is a historically low level that is consistent with a healthy job market. Businesses also 
appear to be confident enough in the economy to keep their workers and the fact that employers 
are not cutting staff is a reassuring sign, since economic growth has faltered this year. 
 
6/2/2015 
6:12am 
Scott Ryan 
Auto Parts Strikes 
Employees at four Canadian auto parts suppliers could be going on strike as early as Friday. 
Local 444 says 600 workers from four manufacturers could walk off the job late Friday morning 
because talks have failed to yield a new contract.  Those suppliers could threaten production at 
Chrysler's Windsor Assembly Plant.  But union officials say a deal with workers at any one of 
the plants could trigger deals at the other three and ward off a strike. 
 



6/10/2015 
10:07am 
Scott Ryan 
EAA Lawsuit 
The Education Achievement Authority is being sued by a Detroit teacher who was fired after 
using a broom to break up a classroom fight.  In the lawsuit, Tiffani Eaton-Davis says no one 
told her about the "violent" environment at Pershing High School.  Video of last year's brawl 
showed Eaton-Davis hitting one of the two students with a broom.  She was fired but later told 
she could come back to work at any other E-A-A school. Eaton-Davis claims that other teachers 
who broke up fights weren't disciplined. 
 
 
6/11/2015 
7:13am 
Scott Ryan 
Auto Supplier Deal 
With just minutes to spare, the United Auto Workers union reaches a deal with auto supplier 
Faurecia.   Workers at the supplier's Saline plant were warned not to show up if there was no 
deal in place, but just before midnight a pact was announced.  That means workers will be 
showing up for work today.  Faurecia's Saline plant makes consoles, dashboards, and door 
panels for various Ford vehicles.  The plant employs about 18-hundred people. 
 
6/24/2015 
12:34pm 
Brian Larsen 
Worker Confidence 
A new survey reveals some interesting data about U.S. workers. The employment firm Robert 
Half has released its Confidence Matters research which gauges confidence levels and attitudes 
about a variety of career and salary topics.  When it comes to asking for a raise, 89 percent of 
employees believe they deserve one while 54 percent plan to ask for a bump in salary.  
 
6/29/2015 
11:11am 
Deanna Lites 
Moms In The Workplace 
When it comes to moms in the workplace, what do most adults and teens think about it? Will a 
pre-school aged child suffer if mom works? Can a working mom still have a good relationship 
with her kids? Those are some of the questions in surveys conducted at San Diego State 
University on about 6-hundred thousand 12th grade students and adults between 1976 to 2013. 
An overwhelming majority say no one will suffer if mom works full time. 
  
 
RACE RELATIONS 
 
4/7/2015 
1:23pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Rosa Parks Bill? 
Could we soon see Civil Rights icon and former Detroiter Rosa Parks on the $20 bill? Parks has 
made the finals in the voting in the Grassroots campaign to put a woman on the 20. When the 
voting is complete, the non-profit group "Women on 20s" will present its vote to the U.S 
Treasury Department.  Spokesperson Barbara Ortiz-Howard says the group has gotten a boost 
from President Obama, who has said he'd like to see a woman on a bill. 
 
 



4/9/2015 
2:50pm 
Rob Davidek 
Call for a Citizens Review Board 
Civil rights leaders want police in North Charleston, South Carolina, to create a citizens review 
board to look at complaints of brutality and bad behavior by police. NAACP leaders held a news 
conference today in the community where a white police officer was charged with murder after 
he was recorded shooting an unarmed black man in the back. North Charleston, like many other 
agencies, currently uses its own police officers to conduct internal investigations. 
 
4/14/2015 
6:12am 
Rob Sanford 
Windsor Nooses 
The investigation into the discovery of nooses at a Windsor auto plant has been completed. It 
was in late March when a series of hangman nooses were found near a work area of the 
Windsor Assembly Plant. An African American contractor told management about the nooses 
and that felt it was an ethnic intimidation attempt. Police have now completed their investigation 
and tell the Windsor Star they believe the intent was not to threaten or racially harass anyone. 
They say it’s only a coincidence the knots in question looked like nooses.  
 
4/19/2015 
7:13am 
Greg Bowman 
Negro League Weekend 
Before Jackie Robinson broke baseball's color barrier 68 years ago, African-Americans had to 
play ball in the Negro Leagues.  The Detroit Tigers are set to pay tribute to those players with 
Negro Leagues Weekend starting next Friday night at Comerica Park.   
 
4/24/2015 
10:52am 
Terri Lee 
Flag Protest 
A South Georgia university has canceled classes today in a flap over a flag protest. WALB-TV 
reports that a week ago, student demonstrators at Valdosta State University walked on an 
American flag to protest racism. Safety concerns grew after police say they found a gun inside a 
protester's backpack. A rally this afternoon to support the American flag is expected to draw 
crowds. The university has posted a message on its website saying today's classes are 
canceled "in the interest of the safety of our students, faculty, and staff." 
 
5/4/2015 
6:06am 
Jason Scott 
Freedom Fund Dinner 
Over ten-thousand people on hand last night for the 60th annual Fight for Freedom Fund Dinner 
at Cobo Center. The Detroit branch of the NAACP hosted the event, putting some of the focus 
on the relationship between African-Americans and law enforcement. Branch President 
Reverend Wendell Anthony says Detroit is taking preventative steps to ensure the Motor City 
won’t repeat what recently happened in Baltimore. 
 



5/8/2015 
8:42am 
Scott Ryan 
Baltimore Police Investigation 
The Department of Justice is planning to put the entire Baltimore Police Department under the 
microscope.  Three days after visiting with residents, law enforcement and family members of 
Freddie Gray, Attorney General Loretta Lynch is expected to announce the opening of a civil 
rights investigation into the department's practices.   
 
5/15/2015 
10:06pm 
Stephanie Garrette 
Senator Calls for Review of Criminal Justice System 
Michigan Senator Gary Peters is calling for a review of the nation's criminal justice system. 
Peters, joined by law enforcement and civil rights leaders at Wayne State University today, says 
he introduced a bill that would create a review commission that would take a comprehensive 
look at the nation's system. N-A-A-C-P Detroit Chapter president Rev. Wendell Anthony joined 
Peters for the announcement. 
 
5/25/2015 
7:33pm 
Brian Larsen 
Cleveland Settlement 
A senior federal law enforcement official says Cleveland has reached a settlement with the U.S. 
Justice Department over a pattern of excessive force and civil rights violations by the city's 
police department. News of the settlement comes two days after a white police officer was 
acquitted of manslaughter for shooting 15 rounds through the windshield of a car carrying two 
black suspects in 2012. The case prompted an 18-month investigation by the Justice 
Department. The findings were released in December. 
 
6/8/2015 
2:20pm 
Zahra Huber 
Pool Party Race Incident 
A black man who says he saw an apparently white police officer restraining a black, bikini-clad 
teenage girl at a suburban Dallas community pool party says it wasn't a racial incident. Benét 
Embry, who watched the disturbance unfold in McKinney on Friday night, told The Associated 
Press today that the officer was belligerent and profane but that police were right to try to defuse 
the volatile situation. 
   
6/12/2015 
10:41pm 
Tawana Holly 
NAACP Leader Not Black 
NAACP leaders have responded to questions about the racial identity of the woman who leads 
a local chapter in Washington State by noting that ethnicity is not a qualifying criterion for 
leadership in the organization. Rachel Dolezal has led the Spokane, Washington chapter of the 
African American civil rights group for several years. Her parents said recently that their 
daughter is White, but has been falsely portraying herself as Black. Their public comments have 
triggered a national debate over race and ethnicity. 
 



6/19/2015 
1:07pm 
Terri Lee 
Show of Solidarity 
Metro Detroit Jewish and African-American congregations are joining together in a show of 
solidarity.  Members of Temple Beth El, Michigan's oldest Jewish Congregation and Greater 
New Mt. Moriah Missionary Baptist Church -- a longtime symbol of the civil rights movement -- 
will worship together this weekend. At tonight's 7pm Shabbat service at Temple Beth El in 
Bloomfield Hills, Rabbi Mark Miller will open his pulpit to Pastor Kenneth Flowers.  And on 
Sunday morning, Pastor Flowers will invite Rabbi Miller into his pulpit.  Both faith leaders will 
talk about the common need to combat hate, racism and anti-Semitism together. 
 
6/22/2015 
7:32am 
Scott Ryan 
SC Flag Protest 
Hundreds of people outside South Carolina's statehouse this weekend, demanding that the 
Confederate flag be removed from the capitol grounds.  But while some view it as a symbol of 
racism, others say that it is a tribute to fallen soldiers of the War Between the States.  
Meantime, Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, South Carolina, is again 
welcoming worshippers, five days after a white man allegedly fatally shot nine black church 
members. Suspect Dylann Roof is seen in photos embracing the Confederate flag. 
 
6/26/2015 
10:35am 
Terri Lee 
Apple Removes Confederate Flag Apps 
Apple says it's removing games from its online app store that feature the Confederate flag in 
"offensive or mean-spirited ways." The move comes days after Apple CEO Tim Cook called on 
people in a tweet to honor the victims of the Charleston, South Carolina, church shooting by 
eradicating racism and the symbols that feed it. 
 
 
REGIONAL REVITALIZATION 
 
4/1/2015 
7:34am 
Scott Ryan 
Red Wings Hold Job Fair For New Arena Project 
Olympia Development is once again looking for people to work at their new Detroit Events 
Center, which includes a new Red Wings Arena.  A job fair is being held from nine to three 
today at Wayne County Community College Eastern District on Conner.  In addition to hiring 
people for construction of the new venue, they're also hiring parking attendants for the Detroit 
Tigers 2015 season.  Three more job fairs will be held over the next six weeks. 
 
4/1/2015 
4:03pm 
Stephanie Davis 
Another Company Moving to Downtown Detroit 
Ally Financial has signed a 12-year lease making a landmark downtown Detroit office building 
its headquarters. The automotive financial services firm says it will move 600 additional workers 
from other locations to the "One Detroit Center" on Woodward Avenue.  The lease was 
brokered by businessman Dan Gilbert's Detroit-based Bedrock Real Estate Services. 
 
 



4/7/2015 
9:06am 
Paul Snider 
Michigan Can Grow Blue Economy 
Water, water everywhere -- but how to make more money for the state by better utilizing the 
"blue economy?"  That's the focus of a new report out today that says Michigan is NOT taking 
advantage of the vast economic opportunities available to us -- even though one in five jobs is 
already tied to water in some way. But, we don't want to exploit a precious natural resource, 
says Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water Resources Institute at Grand Valley State. 
 
4/14/2015 
2:22pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Housing Projects to be New Site for Restaurants, Homes 
The newly redeveloped Brewster Wheeler Recreation Center will become a restaurant and open 
next year.  Mayor Mike Duggan just announced the restaurant will be called the Brewster 
Wheeler Union Joints.  It will be run by the owners of Vinsetta Garage.  The restaurant will keep 
the original basketball court floor.  In addition to the restaurant, there will be space for the 
Detroit Chess Club, Slow Roll headquarters as well as Detroit Alternatives for Girls.  There will 
be a small housing development also on the site along I-75 near Wilkins 
 
4/17/2015 
10:04am 
Chrystal Knight 
Rebirth for Oakland County Eyesore? 
If one developer gets his way, one of the biggest eyesores in Oakland County will get a major 
transformation.  Executives with Redico, who purchased the Bloomfield Park property along 
Telegraph road, say they'd like to start demolishing the half-built buildings later this year and 
start new construction at the site next year. Dale Watchowski, CEO of Redico, says his plan 
could generate up to 900 full time jobs. 
 
4/22/2015 
7:12am 
Rob Sanford 
Major Development for Oak Park  
It’s being called the biggest economic development project in the history of Oak Park. City 
council members have given their endorsement to a planned 350-thousand square-foot 
distribution facility. The 35-million-dollar development will be constructed at the former Michigan 
National Guard Armory…off Greenfield and 8 Mile Road. Officials are not at liberty to name the 
company involved…but did say it will create 400 jobs within the next 10 years. 
 
5/6/2015 
3:04pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Detroit Neighborhood to be Revitalized 
Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan today announced a $70 million plan to renovate one of Detroit's 
most intriguing streets. Dan Gilbert's Bedrock Corporation is buying four abandoned mansions 
as well as empty lots on Brush Park's Alfred Street.  The mansions will renovated, while the lots 
will be used for a mix of new apartments, condos and carriage homes. 
 



5/14/2015 
11:05am 
Jeff Gilbert 
GM Invests Billions in Warren 
General Motors confirming that its billion dollar upgrade of the GM Tech Center in Warren will 
create 26-hundred new salaried jobs. Warren Mayor Jim Fouts and Governor Rick Snyder are 
among those praising General Motors for the investment in its Tech Center.  The investment will 
involve the construction of new design studios and a parking deck for employees as well as the 
rebuilding and renovation of research and development facilities.   
 
5/15/2015 
10:22pm 
Tim Skubick 
State Tax Revenue Increasing  
Michigan tax revenues are projected to be $365-million higher over two years than previous 
estimates. Gov. Snyder's administration and legislative economists have agreed to revised 
numbers needed to finalize the next state budget -- positive news for lawmakers hoping to 
approve the 2015-16 spending plan by June. 
 
5/18/2015 
5:06am 
Scott Ryan 
JP Morgan Chase to Invest More in Detroit 
J-P-Morgan Chase and Company plans to announce second-year efforts that are part of its one 
hundred million dollar, five-year commitment to invest in Detroit's economic recovery. Details of 
the programs will be discussed today and include the development of a map to highlight where 
jobs are in the city and the skills needed to fill them. 
 
6/4/2015 
10:07am 
Chrystal Knight 
Investment, Jobs in Pontiac 
New business and jobs for Pontiac.  The Michigan Economic Development Corporation today 
announced Bmax will be building its first facility in North America in Pontiac.  The metal 
processing technology company plans to hire 26 people.  A 250-thousand dollar state business 
development grant was awarded as part of the 4.3 million dollar project. 
 
6/6/2015 
7:07pm 
Jason Scott 
Macomb Mall Gains More Shops 
More renovations are planned for the Macomb Mall. Over the last decade, the Roseville 
shopping center has already undergone about 30-million dollars worth of upgrades.  Several 
stores are planning grand openings. 
 
6/10/2015 
10:05pm 
Jon Hewett 
Red Wings Plan To Demolish Hotel Approved 
A "win" tonight for Olympia Development in the form of approval to demolish a historic hotel in 
Detroit as part of a new Red Wings arena deal.  The Detroit Historic District Commission voted 
3-to-1 tonight to allow demolition of the former Park Avenue Hotel to make way for an 
underground loading dock at the new arena. 
 
 



6/23/2015 
5:22pm 
Auto Supplier Invests in Northville Township 
State officials say that auto industry supplier Z-F North America is investing about 71 million 
dollars -- and adding about 570 jobs at its site in Northville Township.  The Michigan Economic 
Develop Corporation says that the company is adding about 210-thousand square feet of floor 
space. 
 
 
TRANSPORTATION/LOGISTICS 
 
4/1/15/2015 
 3:04pm 
Jon Hewett 
Transportation Secretary Talks about Crumbling Roads  
U.S. Secretary of Transportation Anthony Foxx spent some time in Southeast Michigan today - 
making the case that America's crumbling roads and bridges need to be addressed, sooner 
rather than later.   Speaking before the Detroit Economic Club, Foxx urged support of the so-
called "Grow America Act" -- a proposed $478-Billion funding measure for state and federal 
infrastructure improvements 
  
4/3/2015 
10:07am 
Terri Lee 
Road Proposal Vote Nears 
If you're planning to vote on Proposal One in the May 5th election, you may want to make sure 
you're registered to vote. The proposal would raise the sales tax from six to seven percent as 
part of a larger plan to pay for road and transportation improvements. Michigan 
Congresswoman Brenda Lawrence says the proposal is so divided in funding. The deadline to 
register to vote is Monday, April 6th. 
  
4/4/2015 
10:05am 
Lauren Barthold 
Detroit People Mover Has Limited Hours 
The Detroit People Mover will have limited hours this holiday weekend.  The Detroit 
Transportation Corporation says the People Mover will run normally today, but only from noon to 
10pm tomorrow. The service will run from 6:30am to midnight on Opening Day.  The Grand 
Circus Park station remains closed for renovations. Tiger’s fans must get off at Broadway 
Station, nearest to Comerica Park. 
  
4/6/2015 
6:05am 
Sandra McNeill 
New Study on Condition of Roads! 
Just how bad are Michigan's bridges?  The Detroit Free Press reports that a US Department of 
Transportation study shows over a quarter of the state's bridges...some 28 percent... are 
structurally deficient or functionally obsolete.  In Wayne County, the number rises to 55 percent.  
Emmet and Genesee Counties round out the top three in Michigan for crumbling bridges. 
  



4/7/2015 
6:06pm 
Newsroom 
Road Tax Proposal Debate 
Have you made up your mind on how you'll vote next month for Proposal One?  The proposal 
would raise the sales tax from six to seven percent as part of a larger plan to pay for road and 
transportation improvement.  In a debate, State Representative Brad Jacobsen and Oakland 
County Road Commissioner Eric Wilson, who are urging residents to vote yes on the proposal, 
will face off against former Representative Tom McMillen and Political Activist Norm Hughes, 
who both oppose Proposal One. 
  
4/10/2015 
6:23am 
Rob Sanford 
MDOT Looks to Make Deal with Rail Cars 
It appears a “white elephant” deal by the Michigan Department of Transportation is about to be 
resolved. It was in 2010. M-DOT entered a lease of 23 double decker rail cars to be used for a 
proposed commuter service in southeast Michigan. Since then, the state has paid out $1.1 
million a year to the Great Lakes Central Railroad for the rail cars that will likely never be used. 
On Thursday…M-DOT director, Kirk Stedle told the Free Press they are in discussions with 
several municipalities.  
  
4/12/2015 
7:12am 
Rob Sanford 
Legislation Targets Car Ride Services Like Uber 
Lawmakers in Lansing may soon resume work on a bill that would put new regulations on 
transportation related companies like Uber.  Critics of such for-hire transportation firms say it 
needs regulations like limousines and similar services are regulated, in order to provide safety 
for riders. Those in the industry say there already enough regulations.  
  
4/13/2015 
4:22pm 
Brian Larsen 
Detroit Looks to Hire Bus Drivers 
The help wanted sign is out in the city of Detroit.  The Department of Transportation wants to 
hire 100 bus drivers. The starting pay for a bus driver is 11-dollars and 38-cents an hour. The 
hiring is part of an effort to improve bus service in Detroit. In addition to the new drivers, the city 
is getting 80 new buses and boosting security for riders and drivers.   
  
4/20/2015 
10:33am 
Chris Renwick 
Study Shows How Bad Michigan Roads Are 
A report has been released showing the challenges of the state's roadways. The information 
was compiled by the national research group TRIP.  TRIP's Director of Research Rocky Moretti 
says - the report concludes that Michigan's roads cost taxpayers millions.   Moretti says the 
state's recovery is threatened by increased road and bridge deterioration - and the lack of 
needed transportation improvements to serve economic development. 
  



4/25/2015 
6:06am 
Mike Campbell 
Road Construction Underway at I96 and US 23 Interchange  
Work is now full-on in making changes to a busy freeway interchange in Brighton Township. 
The Michigan Department of Transportation is reconfiguring the I-96/US-23 interchange; 
eliminating sharp curves, short merge lanes and multiple on and off-ramps in close proximity, all 
in an area of changing elevation.  
  
5/5/2015 
10:05am 
Terri Lee 
Bridge Safety Proposal in Committee 
A legislative committee in Lansing this week will open discussion on a bill designed to improve 
bridge safety in the state.  The measure, before the Michigan House Transportation committee, 
would allow the Michigan Department of Transportation to schedule bridge inspections based 
on safety risks. 
  
5/5/2015 
Various 
Newsroom 
Election Day for Roads Proposal 
All day voters were casting ballots for and against Proposal 1, which was the plan to raise the 
sales tax to raise money for roads.  It was rejected by voters handily. 
  
5/9/2015 
11:04am 
Chris Renwick 
Governor Snyder Pushes More Plans for Road Funding 
Higher gas taxes?  Toll roads?  Get ready to hear even more discussion about ways to fix 
Michigan's crumbling roads.  Governor Snyder has indicated one thing he won't do is take 
money from the state's rainy day fund to use for road repairs. 
  
5/11/2015 
5:07am 
Scott Ryan 
Water Taxis Could Soon Be On The Detroit River. 
The concept of water taxis on the Detroit River is being floated again, this time by the Detroit 
RiverFront Conservancy.  The group wants to raise three million dollars to fund a transportation 
system that includes water taxis using six existing access points along the river and trolleys that 
would include stops on Belle Isle.  The Detroit News says the group is suggesting fares of one 
dollar for a trolley ride and seven-50 for a water taxi.  
  
5/12/2015 
12:33pm 
Terri Lee 
Airlines Complaints Rising  
Consumer complaints against airlines are rising even as the carriers get slightly better at staying 
on schedule.  The U.S. Department of Transportation says that it received more complaints from 
consumers in March than it did in either the previous month or March of 2014.  The numbers are 
still very small - about one in every 50,000 passengers complains to the government.   
  
 
 
 



5/21/2015 
7:34am 
Scott Ryan 
Americans Taking To Roads More  
Americans are racking up the miles on the nation's roads.  The U-S Transportation Department 
says we drove 261-billion miles in March--the most ever for that month.  The 720-billion miles 
collectively driven in the first quarter of 2015 was also a record.  Low gas and oil prices are 
thought to be the reason behind all the mileage.  At this rate, U-S drivers are on pace to set an 
all-time record for miles driven in a year. 
  
5/24/2015 
9:03am 
Newsroom 
Tanker Fire Shuts Down I-75 
As this morning's tanker fire cleanup effort continues, more information about just how the blaze 
started is becoming clear.  Speaking live on WWJ within the past half hour, Michigan State 
Police Lieutenant Michael Shaw says police are interviewing the driver:  The accident burned 
9,000 gallons of unleaded fuel - some of which seeped into sewers. The Michigan Department 
of Transportation says all lanes southbound 75 at 375 remain closed, as well as northbound 75 
Fisher to 75 Chrysler. No one was hurt in the accident.  
  
6/1/2015 
5:07am 
Scott Ryan 
Rumble Strips Saving Lives 
A new study finds that "rumble strips" are saving lives on Michigan's rural highways.  Since 
2008, M-DOT has installed centerline rumble strips on 57-hundred miles of two-lane high-speed 
roads.  Wayne State University's Transportation Research Group finds that in that time, there 
was a 47-percent drop in total crashes.  The group says fatal crashes declined 51 percent in 
that same time frame. 
  
6/4/2015 
12:35pm 
Terri Lee 
Metro Airport Receives Funding for Taxiways 
U.S. Sens. Debbie Stabenow and Gary Peters have announced an $8.8 million federal grant for 
improvements to taxiways at Detroit Metropolitan Airport.  The Michigan Democrats say the 
money comes from the U.S. Department of Transportation.  Detroit Metro handled 32.5 million 
passengers and 445.5 million pounds of cargo in 2014. 
  
6/19/2015 
6:21am 
Rob Sanford 
Road Construction to Begin on I-75  
A major thoroughfare in Oakland County will be closing starting on Monday.  The Michigan 
Department of Transportation says the work on the University Road bridge over I-75 is part of a 
$25 million project to re-do the area between Opdyke and Cross Creek road.  
  



6/30/2015 
9:33am 
Mike Campbell 
Gas Tax Increase Could Fund Road Repairs 
The Michigan Senate is considering whether to raise the state gasoline tax by 15 cents a gallon 
to help improve roads. Majority Republicans will meet privately today to potentially finalize 
legislation to spend at least one billion dollars a year more on transportation infrastructure. GOP 
leaders also are expected to call for redirecting general funds toward roads. 
  
  
WWJ Community Outreach Events 
  
4/23/2015 
WWJ Leaders and Innovators-Customer Service 
World Class Customer Service: Make Or Break Your Business featured Steven Kalczynski from 
The Townsend Hotel, Aimee Spurlock from Flagstar Bank and author and business 
owner Marilyn Suttle. During a one hour question and answer session at Lawrence Tech, the 
panelists answered questions about gaining and losing customers through customer service. 
  
4/29/2015 
Every Kid Matters: Early Childhood Development. 
WWJ’s Vickie Thomas hosts an hour long discussion about the realities of early childhood 
development including the benefits and the struggles of finding programs.  Those involved 
included Denise Smith from Excellent Schools Detroit, Monica Duncan from First Children’s 
Finance and Ann Kalass from Starfish Family Services.   
  
5/27/2015 
Every Kid Matters: Eugene Robinson on Childhood Programs 
WWJ’s Vickie Thomas talks with Washington Post columnist Eugene Robinson about early 
childhood programs and how kids may get different schooling and sessions depending on their 
upbringing and quality of life. 
 
 
 
WWJ Regularly Scheduled Features 
 
Staying in Touch 
 
4/4/15 
More eyes to the skies for Macomb County! Vickie Wolber is director of Macomb County Office 
of Emergency Management on next week's Skywarn class, April 8th at the Macomb 
Intermediate School District headquarters in Clinton township beginning at 7pm she says 
residents learn details on severe weather, cloud and tornado formations and other emergency 
preparedness information. These courses have been well attended in the past 14 years. 
 
4/11/15 
The home away from home for families with hospitalized children has a new home in Detroit.  
Jennifer Litomisky is executive director of the Ronald McDonald House of Detroit...once located 
at the foot of Children's Hospital, they had to find new place to make way for an expansion 
project.  What normally take 3-6 years to relocate a Ronald McDonald House was made 
possible here in 18 months. The new house on the second floor of what used to Hutzel 
Women's Hospital provides 50 percent more space for more families, and more flexibility. 
 
 
 



4/25/15 
Detroit getting ready for the big spring cleaning project... Mayor Mike Duggan leading the call for 
volunteers for the Motor City Makeover, saying progress is being made in the city...Corporate 
partners like Al Jordan  of Rizzo Environmental services is making 30 industrial size dumpster 
available to the big clean-up projects. 
 
5/2/15 
Giving Detroiters a better handle on their finances: the idea behind a new financial center.  The 
grand opening at the Northwest Activities Center, of what's called a "HOPE Inside" financial 
empowerment center, where Detroiters can learn how to better manage their money and learn 
how to be a business owner.  John Hope Bryant, the founder of the non-profit "Operation 
HOPE" is opening a thousand of these centers across the nation. 
 
5/9/15 
One day makes a difference. Sandy Lemell, president of branch one of the National Association 
of Letter Carriers helping lead the 23rd annual Stamp Out Hunger food drive held by postal 
workers, asking residents on their routes to leave a donation of non-perishable foods by their 
mailbox. The food is then delivered to Gleaners to local pantries facing lean times. 
 
5/16/15 
A Detroit tradition ready to bloom:  Bill Tunier is a third generation co-owner of Post gardens out 
of Rockwood...they have been part of the Eastern Market scene since 1934 and have watched 
Flower Day grow over the years... Tunier says it has become an event in as much as a flower 
sale, with live music, food, along with the wacky wagon contest, which can seem like a contest 
of carpentry and engineering.  It's the 49th annual Flower Day tomorrow at Eastern Market, from 
7 to 5. More at CBS Detroit.com, click on events. 
 
5/23/15 
A great outing helping a great cause:  Len Krichko, President CEO of the Boys and Girls Clubs 
of Southeast Michigan, on the mission behind this week's Automotive Golf classic, bringing 
together 270 golfers from the automotive industry, putting aside the competition, raising over a 
half million dollars for club programs. 
 
5/30/15 
Re-building a neighborhood - one house at a time:  Habitat for Humanity volunteers from FCA 
helping raise the walls of a new house in the Morningside neighborhood of Detroit's east side. 
The 109th habitat house, in fact....where the homeowners lend sweat equity in building their 
home and future homes for Habitat. 
 
6/6/15 
This museum exhibit really hauls. Ruth Ann Fruehauf is the granddaughter of August Fruehauf, 
founding the company that introduced semi-trailers to the transportation industry....the focus of a 
new exhibit opening tomorrow at the Detroit Historical Museum. All starting when August was a 
blacksmith and a customer wanted to haul a sailboat... 
 
6/13/15 
A new ride for an organization that can provide a new lease on life... Sam Slaughter, president 
of the Detroit Auto Dealers Association on a new Chrysler mini-van donated to Covenant House 
Michigan and their executive director, Gerry Piro. Stephanie Taylor is an outreach manager who 
works the street of Detroit with such a van along with Steven Brown, a former Covenant House 
client now part of the staff. Covenant's outreach program impacts the lives of 5-thousand young 
people each year 
 
 
 



6/20/15 
The first ever Autism Hero Family Walk Sunday June 28th at the Detroit Zoo for Autism Alliance 
of Michigan.  Tammy Morris is program coordinator for the Autism Alliance of Michigan, 
advocating education safety and employment for people with autism and their families. Morris 
says families with autistic members have pervasive issues as simple as communicating. 
 
6/27/15 
Southwest Detroit - still a busy place for business:  Kathy Wendler, president of the Southwest 
Detroit Business Association says one of their biggest projects was a $7 million dollar 
renovation along west Vernor between Vernor and Clark Street, with landscaping and 
sidewalks... a partnership with the city, the state, and SEMCOG with local business owners. 
 
 
Heroes of Diversity 
 
4/19/15 
Padma Kuppa, is our April Hero.  Padma began making her community a place where all people 
are welcome and treated fairly ten years ago when she sought to be a part of the National Day 
of Prayer planning committee in the City of Troy.  She went on to form the Troy Interfaith Group, 
which puts on several annual programs and involves ALL faith communities in what is one of 
Michigan's most diverse communities.  Padma has also worked with the Troy Schools, Troy 
Historical Village and numerous other organizations including serving on the board of the 
Michigan Roundtable for Diversity and Inclusion. 
 
5/17/15 
Autism Alliance Hero: David Meador, Co-Founder.  David Meador, the Vice Chairman of DTE 
Energy, co-founded the Autism Alliance of Michigan in 2010 after dealing with the challenges 
his child was facing with Autism. Through his leadership, the Autism Alliance of Michigan has 
greatly increased education about Autism to parents, children, teachers, business leaders, and 
legislators. The organization provides comprehensive services, coordinated advocacy and 
dedication to community. His work and passion makes WWJ proud to designate David Meador 
as our Hero of Diversity for the month of May 2015. 
 
6/15/15 
Diane Powers are our Hero for Diversity and Inclusion, based on her work with Bridgepointe, a 
non-profit she formed along with Sue Simcox to bring young people and their parents together 
across the city/suburb divide for meaningful relationship building and service to help the most 
needy people in our world. 
 
 
Your Eye On Health 
 
4/1/15  
Childhood cancer study: Northwestern researchers say while more kids survive cancer, many 
will end up with a chronic health problem. 
 
4/2/15 
Autism: Today is World Autism Awareness Day. An expert busts some misconceptions about 
autism. 
 
4/3/15  
Insomnia Expert advice on how to sleep without taking medication. 
 
4/6/15 
Smile: The health benefits of smiling. 



 
4/7/15  
Pitching injuries: Some children are injuring their arms from too much throwing in baseball. 
(Expert advice) 
 
4/8/15  
Facial rejuvenation: A dermatologist talks about how a product with salmon roe can help 
improve skin. 
 
4/9/15  
Canine influenza - an outbreak of dog flu in Illinois: An MSU vet offers advice if traveling to 
Chicago with your pet. 
 
4/10/15  
Plastic surgery:   A study from Medstar Georgetown Hospital finds that women who have had 
facial plastic surgery are perceived as more feminine, have better social skills and seem more 
trustworthy. 
 
4/13/15  
Hair Loss: A tattoo treatment for balding men can make it look like the head is closely shaved. 
The technique is Scalp Micro Pigmentation.  
 
4/14/15  
Stroke Experts say art therapy is helping stroke patients. 
 
4/15/15  
Trampoline injuries: The American Academy of Pediatrics doesn't recommend trampolines for 
fun. 
 
4/16/15 
Head and neck cancers:  Expert tells us about warning signs. Local hospitals are holding free 
screenings. 
 
4/17/15  
Bedwetting: A pediatric urologist offers advice to parents. 
 
4/20/15  
Fundraising: A University of Bristol study finds men give more money through fundraising 
websites after seeing that other men have donated large amounts and when an image of the 
fundraiser is an attractive woman. Psychiatrist explains human motivation. 
 
4/21/15  
Health retreat: Next month Michigan based Renove health is offering a retreat at Camp AuSable 
to help you live a healthier lifestyle. 
 
4/22/15  
Dietary supplements: University of Colorado researchers find that vitamin supplements can put 
you at risk for cancer. 
 
4/23/15  
Autism: New study in the Journal of the American Medical Association finds new association 
between getting the MMR vaccine and autism. 
 
 
 



4/24/15 
Food safety:  A study from Kansas State University finds cloth towels and kitchen sink faucets 
are often contaminated during meal preparation. 
 
4/27/15 
Power Plate:  A vibrating machine that can work your entire body in 25 minutes or less. 
 
4/28/15  
Listeria Recent food recalls because of Listeria contamination. Expert advice on who's at risk 
and how to avoid. 
 
4/29/15  
Air Pollution: The American Lung Association has released it's "State of the Air" report. 
 
4/30/15  
Sunglasses: An eye expert tells what to look for when buying sunglasses for the best eye 
protection and that designer shades, doesn't mean better for your eyes. 
 
5/1/15  
Goal setting: A study from the University of Michigan finds that when people share their exercise 
goals on social media it can be a double edged sword. 
 
5/2/15 
Run-Walk: German researchers find that if you take a minute or so to walk during a long run 
you'll reap the same heart health benefits as if you run straight through. 
 
5/5/15  
Golf: An instructor and psychologist offers advice on the mental aspect of the game. 
 
5/6/15  
Asthma Michigan has more asthma than other states. Local expert gives possible explanations. 
 
5/7/15  
Treadmill injuries: How to avoid injuries on the treadmill. 
 
5/8/15  
Pills: Expert advice to help kids swallow pills. 
 
5/11/15  
Bike safety: How to make sure a bike helmet fits properly. 
 
5/12/15  
A recent survey from the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association finds children as 
young as 2 are using technology and too much can lead to developmental problems. 
 
5/13/15  
Electronic brachytherapy: A non-surgical treatment for non-melanoma skin cancer. 
 
5/14/15  
Cheating: With the suspension of NFL quarterback Tom Brady, a psychologist says it's an 
opportunity for parents to discuss cheating with their kids. 
 
5/15/15 
Playground injuries: Children are more likely to engage in risky behavior on a playground if a 
caregiver is looking at their phone or electronic device. 



5/18/15  
Health Insurance: The ACA provides more people with health insurance, but a report from 
Families USA shows less people are using it because of high deductibles. 
 
5/19/15  
Sunscreen: Sunscreen should not be applied to babies 0 to 6 months. 
 
5/20/15  
Chest pain: Ohio State University study finds not everyone with chest pain should be admitted 
to the hospital. 
 
5/21/15  
Diabetes: Indy car driver Charlie Kimball talks about racing with type 1 Diabetes. 
 
5/22/15 
Autism: Eastern Michigan University is offering a summer course for autistic high school 
students to help with their social schools. 
 
5/25/15  
Intermittent fasting: An expert ways in on this weight program. 
 
5/26/15  
Mosquitoes: Ways to avoid attracting the blood sucking bugs. 
 
5/27/15  
Pedicure safety: A podiatrist gives advice for a safe pedicure. 
 
5/28/15  
Cell phone dangers: An Ohio State University study says more people are showing up to 
emergency rooms from injuries while walking and talking on their phone. 
 
5/29/15  
Graduation blues. It's not uncommon for some kids to feel a decline in their mood after high 
school graduation. A psychiatrist offers advice. 
 
6/1/15  
Mammograms: A new law is in effect requiring letters be sent to women with dense breast 
tissue to consider follow up testing. 
 
6/2/15 
Sugar: Dietitian offers advice for removing sugar from your diet. 
 
6/3/15  
Leukemia: A study finds that breastfeeding your baby six months or longer decreases their risk 
of developing leukemia as a child. 
 
6/4/15  
CPR: How to do hands only CPR 
 
6/5/15  
Summer camp:  Expert advice to prevent homesickness in a child. 
 
6/8/15 
Summer rashes: A dermatologist talks about skin problems in the summer such as poison ivy. 
 



6/9/15 
Cholesterol:  Ways to lower cholesterol without medication. 
 
6/10/15  
Insomnia: An Australian study finds cognitive behavior therapy can help with insomnia. 
 
6/11/15  
Healthy snacks for kids. A dietitian gives some advice for healthy summer snacks. 
 
6/12/15  
Summer reading: Expert advice on the importance of having your kids continue to read during 
the summer. 
 
6/15/15  
Concussions A neurologist recommends student athletes have a baseline concussion test. 
 
6/16/15  
Smile:  A psychologist talks about the health benefits of smiling. 
 
6/17/15  
Diets: A new study finds that people who choose their own diet plan lose less weight and have 
more trouble sticking to the plan. 
 
6/18/15  
Run for the Ribbon: A race on Father's Day at the Detroit Zoo to raise awareness about prostate 
cancer. 
 
6/19/15  
Sunscreen: A study from Northwestern University finds most consumers don't understand the 
information on the label of sunscreen. 
 
6/22/15  
Vegetables: Some vegetables with the most nutrients and how to get them in your diet. 
 
6/23/15  
Fathers and kids: Child psychologist talks about the benefits of a good relationship between 
dads and kids. 
 
6/24/15  
Cyberbullying: A Canadian study finds kids that are cyberbullied are at increased risk for 
depression. 
 
6/25/15  
Heat related illnesses: What to look for and how to avoid a heat related illness. 
 
6/26/15  
Handshaking: What your handshake says about you. 
 
6/29/15 
Kids and pets: How a dog can help children gain confidence and reduce fear and anxiety. 
 



Made in Michigan 
 
4/1/15 
Local mom Christine Stamper sells Crunch Granola and donates 50 percent of the profit to 
Forgotten Harvest. 
 
4/8/15 
Three brothers run a Gastropub in Imlay City called the Mulefoot with an emphasis on pork so 
fresh...it is raised locally and butchered at the pub. 
 
4/15/15 
Detroit Industrial Gallery artist Tim Burke makes furniture out of granite taken from the side of 
the DIA as well as artwork and jewelry from copper and other pieces of the city. 
 
4/22/15 
The Slow Roll opens its 4th season in Detroit.  Thousands of bicyclists travel hard hit areas in 
the city and stop at a place that needs business. 
         
4/29/15 
A Michigan man returns home from California to build tiny homes in Muskegon to feed the trend 
to downsize.  Homes are used to  
Mother-in-law apartments and sheds in backyards.  He's working on a community. 
 
5/6/15 
A Warren brewery called Kuenhenn makes beer and starts a monthly yoga class on site that 
ends with a pint. 
 
5/13/15 
Shayla Johnson uses her Scarlet Crane Creations to create more elegant Made In Detroit items 
like tea towels.  She sells her items at the Rustbelt Market in Ferndale. 
 
5/20/15 
A woman who started a dog daycare in Detroit sees her business expand to a new larger 
second location in Ferndale, providing things like care for elder dogs. 
 
5/27/15 
Amy Peterson of Buffalo moves to Detroit and starts a business called Rebel Nell selling jewelry 
made from the chips of paint that fall off of graffiti covered walls.  The business has given work 
to several previously homeless women. 
 
6/3/15 
A Detroit couple run the Cinema Detroit movie theater in an old school in Detroit.  They 
specialize in showing arthouse movies that would not normally show in Detroit. 
 
6/10/15 
A popular former Detroit gift store owners inspires new hip entrepreneurs to make t-shirts, 
stickers and mugs with her popular '80's saying "Say Nice Things About Detroit." 
 
6/17/15 
A West Bloomfield native starts a business selling items with the saying, "This Is A Good Sign."  
His global business is headquartered in California, but all items are made in Michigan.  He 
believes they give good vibes. 
 
 
 



6/24/15 
A Huntington Woods man sells the Carrot App that offers coupons based on how many miles 
phone owners run or walk.  Coupons are good at over 230 local merchants. 
 
 
Making the Grade 
 
4/2/15 
Oakland County Teacher of the Year:  Avondale Middle School Teacher Shavonne Jacobson 
was named an Oakland County Educator of the year.   She receives a two thousand dollar cash 
prize from Oakland Schools. 
 
4/7/15 
Making students smarter about money and credit:  Oxford High School Senior Savannah 
Fullmer, whose Oxford Deca group has been working with students to teach them about 
Financial Literacy, including loans and investments.  Students competed at the state level. 
They’re now going on to take part in the international competition in Orlando, Florida. 
 
4/9/15 
C-STEM. Adding a C for communications to Stem, Science, Technology, Engineering and Math.  
Reagan Flowers, President and CEO of C-STEM Teacher and student support services.  She is 
hosting a CSTEM event at Cobo Center with students from 21 schools. 
 
4/14/15 
This Monroe High School Senior has his pick about which Ivy League School to attend, 
including Harvard and Yale.  17-year-old Jonathon Brown has also been accepted by Michigan 
and Michigan State, with a 33 ACT and a 4.0 Grade Point Average.  Brown says the secret to 
success is time management and balancing academics with sports and extra-curricular. 
 
4/16/15 
Spending a lot of time in the pool has really paid off for this local high school student.  Ferndale 
High School Senior Tai Funari has just signed her national letter of intent to attend Wayne State 
University on a swim scholarship.  She will also be attending the WSU Honors College and 
plans to go into Physical Therapy. 
 
4/21/15 
What does it take to be one of Michigan’s top student journalists? Utica High School Senior 
Alissa Szandzik—Editor in Chief of the school’s Warrior Yearbook—was named to the 2015 All-
State Journalism Staff by the Interscholastic Press Association.  She plans to attend Oakland 
University in the fall, where she will study communications and journalism. 
 
4/23/15 
Five Michigan High Schools have hit a Grand Slam on the baseball diamond. Ferndale High 
School is one of the schools to receive a five thousand dollar grant from Comerica Bank and 
The Detroit Tigers to make improvements on the schools’ baseball field.  Athletic Director 
Shawn Butler says this will allow the school to buy equipment, uniforms and other 
improvements that were not in the district’s budget. 
 
4/28/15 
Preparing students in Detroit for life beyond the classroom:  Mark Davidoff is Managing Partner 
for the financial services firm Deloitte.   They are teaming up with Cornerstone Schools for the 
Career Pathways program starting next fall.   Clark Durant, CEO and founder of the 
Cornerstone Schools. He says the program will make life better and provide more opportunities 
for students.  Principal Ernestine Sanders says the program will help students improve their 
skills in math, problem solving and other areas.  



 
4/30/15 
Pontiac Schools:  One local school district wants to make sure students have a better learning 
environment.   Pontiac School Superintendent    Kelly Williams says   right now, the district has 
roofs that are leaking and furnaces/air conditioners that are not working.  She says that’s why 
the district is asking voters to approve what is called a sinking millage of 2.87 mills for building 
and facility repairs. She says the district has not approved a millage since 1991.  And she says 
the new millage rate would actually result in lower tax bills for residents.  
 
5/5/15 
Teacher day: Time to say thank you to that favorite teacher who made all the difference in your 
life.  National Education Association President Lilly Ekelson Garcia is asking everyone to post a 
picture of themselves and their favorite teacher on their social media sites.   She says you never 
know how much it means for a teacher to hear from a former student, and how much they 
meant to their lives. 
 
5/7/15 
WSU grads:   Students overcoming big obstacles on their way to graduation from college.  
Alissa Smith is graduating from Wayne State University despite being in and out of 15 different 
foster homes from the ages of 13 to 18.  Graduating Senior Nasmine Sohi of Shelby Township 
travelled to Ghana and Haitii to help students in need there. Patrick Linneman graduated 
despite taking time in Iraq and having to overcome cancer to get his degree in theater. 
 
5/12/15 
A perfect score for students heading off to college from Detroit’s Loyola High School:  That’s 
Loyola High School President Father Mark Luedtke, who says 100 per cent of the grads from 
the school will be moving on to college, part of the graduation requirement at the school.  One of 
the grads is Anthony Williams, who will be attending the University of Michigan in the fall.  He 
says the school is like a brotherhood. 
 
5/14/15 
Better grades for Michigan students when it comes to high school graduation rates. But we’re 
still behind the national average.  Joanna Fox from the Everyone Graduates Center at the John 
Hopkins University School of Education says Michigan’s graduation rate went up three per cent 
in 2013. But we are still below the national levels.  And says more work to be done to make sure 
low-income students get the same opportunities as students in more affluent districts.  
 
5/19/15 
Schools may be stressing STEM subjects, Science, Technology, Engineering and Math, but 
what about literacy?   Jennifer Mrozowski of the Detroit Public Schools says you can’t succeed 
in STEM or other subjects without good literacy skills.  The district is hosting its first ever literacy 
fair at more than 30 schools in the district. 
 
5/21/15 
Don’t let anything stop you from your goal of graduating from college.  That’s the message from 
students just graduating from Ferris State University.  Kayla Ervin just graduated from Ferris, 
despite spending several years in Foster Care the first in her family to go to college.  Says she 
didn’t even know the difference between a fraternity and a sorority when she first arrived on 
campus.  Dajanee Plummer just graduated from Ferris with a degree in Music Industry 
Management, a field now dominated by men. 
 



5/28/15 
Local businesses partnering with the Southfield Public Schools to get more students into STEM: 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math.  Paul Well is head of the Southfield STEM 
Advisory Council, which works with 35 organizations to provide mentors, and other assistance 
for students in the district.  They also do job shadowing to give kids a first-hand look at many of 
the Fortune 500 companies headquartered in Southfield. 
 
6/2/15 
Can music help students excel in school?   There’s no doubt about the value of music for David 
Leach, the Chairman of the Fine Arts Program at Ann Arbor Pioneer High School.   He says 
studies have shown that Mozart and other classical music has a calming effect on students and 
helps them do better on tests.   Pioneer has won its 8th Grammy Award this year. 
 
6/4/15 
Finding a different way to educate students: Taylor Chapman is Principal at Avondale Academy 
the district’s alternative high school.  He says they emphasize smaller classes, more one-on-
one attention and more on-line classes to help students who may not succeed in a traditional 
classroom. 
 
6/9/15 
He was known for his success on the basketball court.  But now, Jalen Rose has transferred his 
achievement to the classroom.  17-year-old Miles Barnes of Detroit is one of the members of the 
freshman graduating class of Jalen Rose Academy, where 100 per cent of the students 
graduated and are moving on to college, vocational school, or the military. 
 
6/11/15 
A first for the Detroit Public Schools. A program that will benefit students in Southwest Detroit 
Schools with summer and after school enrichment programs.   Steve Wasko of the Detroit 
Public Schools says the Academy of The Americas is a unique program that has received the 
first ever Children’s Defense Fund Freedom Schools designation.  It works with local 
businesses and non-profits to provide the programs. 
 
6/16/15 
He’s the new face of college savings in Michigan. And he’s only four years old.  Raquel Phillis of 
Dearborn Heights says her son Carter has just won a competition to appear in print, television, 
and digital ads for the Michigan Education Savings Program.  He also receives 1529 dollars 
college savings account from MESP. 
 
6/18/15 
Giving students a taste of a possible future career:  Ed Stanton is Director of Admissions and 
outreach at Macomb Community College. The school is giving students a chance to explore 
career paths through 10 interactive Career Academies through the summer.  
 
6/23/15 
It will be the first and only high school of its kind in Detroit, helping students learn about STEM: 
Science Technology, Engineering and Math.  University of Detroit Jesuit High School President 
Karl Kaiser says the school is building a 16 million dollar STEM Center in on its 7 mile Campus. 
40 thousand square feet addition.  When it opens in 2016, there will be nothing like it.  He hopes 
the new center will increase enrollment at U-D High School, and in the number of student who 
attend high school in Detroit. 
 
 
 
 
 



6/25/15 
Teaching kids about economics. Author Michelle Balconi has written a new book called “Let’s 
Chat about Economics,” which tells kids that they are already economists.  She says the 
choices kids make every day, what shirt to wear and what to have for lunch are really economic 
decisions. 
 
6/30/15 
Teaching kids to be entrepreneurs, by teaming them up with seasoned mentors.  Seema 
Chaturvedi (chat-ur-VAY-dee) is Chair of Tie Detroit, which stands for Young Entrepreneurs 
Program.  Applications are being accepted through August 1st for high school students 
interested in the program. 

 


