
Quarterly Issues Programs List for WLJE-FM
Second Quarter
April 1, 2021-June 30, 2021

WLJE-FM provides coverage of community issues in newscasts at regularly-scheduled times Monday 
through Friday.  WLJE-FM newscasts run approximately 90-120-seconds in length at the top of the 
hour, 5a-6p Mon-Fri, approximately 90-to-120-seconds bottom-of-hour 5:30a-6:30p. 

Description of Issue Date Approx.
Length

Content of Program/Segment (news story) Providing 
Issue Coverage:

Health/Various 
categories including 
COVID-19/Public 
Safety

04/12/21 :25 An Indiana house bill signed into law by Indiana Governor 
Eric Holcomb will develop a strategic plan on dementia. 
House Bill 11-77 passed with bi-partisan support.  Indiana 
is one of only a few states across the country with no 
current state dementia plan and officials say having a 
state dementia plan will help healthcare providers and 
organizations coordinate care across the state. It will also 
help Indiana secure federal funding through the BOLD or 
Building Our Largest Dementia Infrastructure Act, which 
was signed into law in 2018. 

04/30/21 :20 The 219 Health Network is letting Region residents know 
they provide rapid COVID-19 testing for those 
experiencing symptoms of the virus. They say the nasal 
swab rapid test is free with results in as little as 15 
minutes. Appointments are required. Patients will be 
asked to follow-up with a 219 Health Network provider if 
the test result is positive.  The 219 Health Network has 
two locations to serve Northwest Indiana residents: on 
West Chicago Avenue in East Chicago and on Kennedy 
Avenue in Highland. 

04/30/20 :31 Indiana Health Commissioner Dr. Kristina Box says getting 
vaccines in arms is more important than ever, as the 
number of variants increases across the US. Story 
featured Dr. Box audio. In an update on Wednesday, Dr. 
Box said there are also Indiana cases of variants originally 
identified in South Africa, Brazil, and California.

04/30/21 :55 State health officials say nearly one-point-eight-million 
Hoosiers age 16 and older – about a third of the eligible 
population – are fully vaccinated against the coronavirus. 
Story included audio of Indiana State Health 
Commissioner Dr. Kristina Box.
Dr. Box said they are making all three vaccines – Pfizer, 
Moderna and Johnson-and-Johnson - available at the 
state's two mass vaccination sites Dr. Box also said the 



state is asking all its clinics to allow walk-ins for their shot. 
Vaccination appointments can also still be made online at 
ourshot-dot-in-dot-gov.

05/06/21 :25 Story about the month of May being dedicated to 
motorcycle safety in the State of Indiana. The Indiana 
Criminal Justice Institute and Bureau of Motor Vehicles 
says motorcycle collisions and fatalities have increased in 
the last year. The BMV says is working to reduce the 
number of fatalities and collisions through its Ride Safe 
Indiana program

05/13/21 :30 State Health Commissioner Dr. Kristina Box says Indiana 
has made incredible progress as a state in the fight against 
the pandemic, but there is still more work to do; provided 
an update Wednesday; story included Dr Box audio. Dr. 
Box said all the variants have increased significantly over 
the past two weeks.

05/17/21 
05/18/21

:30 Stories featuring audio from Indiana State Medical Officer 
Dr. Lindsay Weaver on expanding the COVID-19 vaccine 
eligibility to younger Hoosiers

05/25/21 :40 The Porter County Commissioners have announced an 
update to the mask policy for county owned buildings.  In 
a release, Commissioners say effective June 1st masks will 
be optional for all visitors and employees who are fully 
vaccinated. For visitors and employees not fully 
vaccinated masks will be highly recommended. The 
revised policies apply to all buildings except for 
courtrooms, the Juvenile Detention Center and the Porter 
County Jail. The Porter County Jail will continue with their 
current mask policy until further notice. Mask policies for 
courtrooms and the Juvenile Detention Center are under 
review and any revisions will be announced later this 
week. 

05/28/21 :30 May is Stroke Awareness Month.  Story featured audio 
from Coordinator, Chest Pain Center and Stroke Center at 
Franciscan Health Michigan City, who says strokes are in 
the top five causes of death in the United States. She says 
reaching a hospital and assistance from medical 
professionals as soon as possible is critical. 

06/10/21 :28 The Alzheimer's Association Greater Indiana Chapter says 
its annual Walks to End Alzheimer's will be back for full, 
in-person participation this year.  In addition, the Indiana 
chapter is adding another walk to the schedule in Porter 
County, giving northwest Indiana three opportunities to 
participate.  After shifting away from large gatherings in 
2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, full, in-person 
events will kick off Sunday, September 12th at Wicker 
Memorial Park in Highland, and continue with a walk at 
Sunset Hill Farm County Park in Valparaiso on Saturday, 
September 18th and a Michigan City walk on Saturday, 



October 9th in Washington Park.  
06/11/21 :24 The Indiana Department of Health says it will close COVID-

19 testing sites run by OptumServe Health Services 
effective June 30 now that a robust community-led testing 
network is in place, which includes pharmacies, providers, 
clinics and local health departments. Since May 2020, 
more than half-a-million free COVID-19 tests have been 
provided at an OptumServe site. State Health 
Commissioner Dr. Kris Box says demand for testing has 
decreased across Indiana and noted that free testing will 
still be available at more than 250 locations.

Description of Issue Date Approx.
Length

Content of Program/Segment (news story) Providing 
Issue Coverage:

Transportation
04/30/21 :30 In Michigan City, the South Shore Line reminds 

commuters that the 11th Street Station and parking lots 
will be closed for an extended period of time effective this 
Saturday, May 1st at 3am.The closure is part of the 
continuing pre-construction, third-party utility work, and 
preparations for the Double Track Northwest Indiana 
project.  The commuter rail line says as part of Double 
Track, the 11th Street Station will be re-constructed to 
include a multi-story station/parking/retail building, new 
high-level platforms and track improvements. The closure 
is expected to last about two-and-a-half years, until the 
end of Double Track construction. 

04/30/21 :54 218 Indiana counties, cities and towns, some in the 
Region, have qualified for a combined 1-hundred million 
dollars in matching funds for local road projects. The 
projects are funded through Governor Holcomb’s 
community crossings next level roads program. Story 
included Governor Holcomb audio.
Holcomb says over 55 million dollars is going to 
communities with less than 50 thousand residents. 
Recipients of 1 million dollars of matching grant funds 
include Lowell, Portage, Porter County, Valpo and 
DeMotte. 11 other Region communities are receiving 
smaller sums.  The Community Crossings initiative has 
provided more than $931 million in state matching funds 
for local construction projects since 2016.

05/04/21 :37 In Valparaiso, the city has been awarded one-million 
dollars in Community Crossings grant funds. Story 
featured audio from Valparaiso's Mayor from Indiana 
Governor news conference. The Mayor said the funds will 
help build on 2020, which was a record year for repaving. 
The one-million dollar grant, which is the maximum 
award, will fund improvements including Morgan 



Boulevard, from Lincolnway to Calumet, Calumet Avenue, 
from Morgan to Bullseye Lake Road, and Roosevelt Road, 
from LaPorte Avenue to Calumet Avenue. Indiana's 
Governor announced the grant awards last week, and the 
Mayor of Valparaiso was among those who joined the 
Governor online for the video news conference.

05/14/21 :90 Plans for upcoming road construction projects are coming 
together, as many local cities and towns were recently 
awarded dollars through the Community Crossings 
matching grant program. Package included audio from 
two Indiana lawmakers.
The funds can be used for road and bridge preservation, 
road reconstruction, intersection improvements, guardrail 
improvements and signage. 
Community Crossing grants are awarded twice a year, 
through the Indiana Department of Transportation.  In 
The Region, Valparaiso and Lowell were awarded one 
million dollars for road improvements.  Meanwhile, Cedar 
Lake, Crown Point, Schererville, Winfield and Dyer 
received varying amounts, between $100,000 and 
$566,000.  More than 930 million dollars have been 
awarded throughout the state since the project was 
established in 2016. 

05/14/21 :40 Story on Northwest Indiana Congressman testifying 
Thursday in front of the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Transportation Housing and Urban 
Development and related agencies during their member 
day hearing; testified on behalf of the Capital Investment 
Grant Program which has secured 2 full funding grant 
agreements for the South Shore Rail line Westlake 
Corridor Project and the double track project. Story 
included audio

06/07/21
6/8/21

:30 Stories on a major project along a US highway in 
Northwest Indiana. INDOT says they will close US 12 
between the US 12/20 junction and Old Hobart Road 
Thursday June 10th. The road will be closed to realign 
where U.S. 12 merges with U.S. 20 south of Marquette 
Park. INDOT says the realignment will help facilitate the 
expansion of the Miller South Shore Train Station as part 
of the Double Track Northwest Indiana project.  The new 
section of roadway is expected to open in late-September, 
2021.

Description of Issue Date Approx.
Length

Content of Program/Segment (news story) Providing 
Issue Coverage:

Environment



04/12/21 :24 The Recycling and Waste Reduction District of Porter 
County is piloting a way to re-use those colorful plastic 
Easter eggs instead of them being thrown away. Residents 
can drop off gently used plastic eggs in good condition at 
the Valparaiso compost site on West Lincolnway now 
through April 19th.  After the plastic eggs are collected 
district staff will sanitize and give them to local 
organizations for future events. 

04/12/21 :25 The Arbor Day Foundation calls Purdue University 
Northwest the Tree Campus Higher Education. The school 
earned the honor for it’s commitment to effective urban 
forest management and with achievements in best tree 
management practices. The recognition encompasses the 
Purdue Northwest Hammond and Westville campuses, as 
well as the Gabis Arboretum and makes PNW one of only 
403 universities across the nation to earn the distinction.

05/05/21 :15 US Senate Democrats have unveiled a new plan called 
Clean Transit for America that would provide 73-billion 
dollars to replace 70-thousand buses with clean vehicles.   
It would start in areas with the worst air quality.

05/26/21 :34 In Illinois, roadside mowing is now underway across the 
state. In recent years, the Illinois Department of 
Transportation has revised its mowing schedule to better 
balance environmental needs with routine maintenance 
for driving safety. Stories featuring audio from IDOT 
spokesperson talking about what's being done to protect 
the habitats of Illinois pollinators like the monarch 
butterfly. 

06/17/21 :70 The Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
says a Lake County town is among six communities 
statewide that will be piloting updates to IDEM's Clean 
Community Challenge. An IDEM spokesperson says 
Merrillville and five other communities are testing new 
levels of membership, expanded project choices, and 
reduced paperwork requirements. At the end of the pilot, 
the Clean Community Challenge will be open to all Indiana 
municipalities, including cities, towns, and county levels of 
government, and IDEM expects to open membership to all 
Hoosier communities next year 

06/22/21 :20 June is Pollinator Month, and June 21st through the 27th 
is National Pollinator Week. The nonprofit Pollinator 
Partnership says Pollinator Week 2021 is the fifteenth 
consecutive year of bringing greater awareness to  
pollinator conservation since they founded the initiative in 
2007. We have a link for more information at Animal 
Corner and Green Zone under the Community dropdown 
menu at our website. 

06/22/21 :24 Residents of Porter County have another opportunity to 
dispose of items like batteries, aerosol cans, medications 



and more - including grocery bags -- this weekend. The 
Recycling & Waste Reduction District of Porter County 
hosts their 3rd household hazardous waste collection 
event of the season Saturday, June 26th at Westchester 
Intermediate School in Chesterton, 9am to 2pm. The 
event will also feature a free gas can exchange - supplies 
are limited. We have a link at Green Zone under the 
Community dropdown menu at our website for more 
details.

06/22/21 :32 A group of veterans, in partnership with Rails-to-Trails 
Conservancy and the nonprofit Warrior Expeditions, 
traveled through Northwest Indiana on the Great 
American Rail-Trail over the weekend as part of the 
Warrior Bike program. They are the first to travel the 
length of the Great American Rail-Trail cross-country and 
marked their visit to the Region with stops at veteran’s 
memorials in Lake and Porter counties along the route. 
The 37-hundred bike ride began at the U.S. Capitol in May 
and travels across 12 states finishing in Washington state 
in August. The partnership is meant to demonstrate the 
importance of the outdoors and therapeutic recreation in 
trauma recovery. The Great American is the Rails-to-Trails 
Conservancy's flagship project.  

Description of Issue Date Approx.
Length

Content of Program/Segment (news story) Providing 
Issue Coverage:

Education
04/30/21 :58 President Biden unveiled a plan for free community 

college at his address to the nation Wednesday night. 
Local story included local audio from Ivy Tech Lake County 
Campus Chancellor. Ivy Tech students have earned more 
than 13-hundred degrees and certificates during the 
2020-2021 academic year and will have spring graduation 
at Gary’s US Steelyard on May 15th.  

05/07/21 :90 A local school district is trying to make the world a better 
place through community action. Package featured local 
audio on the Michigan City Schools are participating in 
“Better World Day” today. K through 8th grade students 
have been working in teams for several weeks selecting 
projects that can have an impact in their community. The 
only stipulation is the project must each connect to a 
topic they have been learning about. For instance,  topics 
and community projects include human rights, planting 
trees, growing vegetables, building birdhouses, pollination 
and fresh water access. Students are also opening a 
community fruit and vegetable stand in Michigan City to 
help serve one of the many food deserts in town. 

06/11/21 :74 A community college has a new dual credit executive.



Ivy Tech has a new Executive Director of K-14 initiatives. 
K-14 allows high school students to get a jump start on a 
college degree at no charge. Story featured local audio

06/16/21 :40 Ivy Tech Community College presents College Information 
Night, at the Porter County Salvation Army at US 6 and 
State Road 149. The event is June 22nd. Story featured 
audio from Porter County Salvation Army Development 
Director. To register, call the Porter County Salvation 
Army and we have that number at our website.

06/18/21 :24 Valparaiso University has received an over 479-thousand 
dollar Student Learning Recovery Grant from the Indiana 
Department of Education to address learning losses 
among K–thru-12 students due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The announcement from the university said 
the grant will support professional development 
opportunities for teachers in Merrillville, Washington 
Township, and Michigan City school districts.  VU says the 
grant is part of a statewide initiative to accelerate student 
learning through community partnerships. 

06/23/21 :20 Valparaiso University says more than 90% of recent 
graduates have secured employment or enrolled in 
graduate school within nine months of graduation for the 
28th straight year.  2019–2020 alumni are working around 
the world and at a wide variety of places including Netflix, 
Allstate, the Indiana Department of Health, Ford Motor 
Company, and Valparaiso Community Schools. The 2019–
2020 Graduate Report also said alumni are working or 
studying in 31 states and 14 countries outside the US.

06/29/21 :40 In Indianapolis, the Ivy Tech State Board of Trustees 
recently approved a new tuition model called Ivy+ (Ivy 
Plus), which includes a tuition freeze for the next two 
years and transforms the tuition structure by including 
required course materials like textbooks as a regularly 
assessed fee. Story featured audio from Senior Vice 
President for Business Affairs and Chief Financial Officer 
for Ivy Tech Community College.

Description of Issue Date Approx.
Length

Content of Program/Segment (news story) Providing 
Issue Coverage:

Jobs/Employment/
Economy

05/12/21 :20 Story about Indiana Governor signing an Executive Order 
requiring Hoosiers requesting unemployment benefits 
from the state to be actively seeking full-time work 
starting on June 1st. The federal government authorized 
states to waive work-search requirements at the height of 
the pandemic. Work search activities include applying for 
a job, attending a job fair, participating in a WorkOne 
orientation, or completing an online workshop. 



05/14/21 :60; 60 Two separate stories featuring audio from Northwest 
Indiana lawmakers on legislation supporting jobs, 
employers and economic recovery by investing $60 
million to expand the Hoosier Hospitality Small Business 
Restart Grant Program is now law. More information 
including eligibility criteria and deadline to apply is 
available online at backontrack-dot-in-dot-gov, and we 
have that link at our website.

05/21/21 :32 Farmers, artisans, ag partners and and Indiana businesses 
will gather in Indianapolis for Indiana Grown's 
Monumental Marketplace.  The event will be held on 
Friday, June 18th from 9am until 1pm central time, 
fittingly, in Monument Citcle.  Indiana Grown is an 
organization dedicated to helping Indiana farmers and 
producers better market their products, and educating 
residents about the importance of purchasing Indiana-
grown or manufactured products.  The one-day 
Monumental Marketplace will be set up on the south side 
of Monument Circle, and will feature locally-grown food 
and drinks to homeade wares and food trucks.  All CDC 
and Marion County Department of Health COVID-19 
guidelines will be followed.  

06/25/21 :72 In Valparaiso, city officials are getting the word out about 
a new program called the Valpo Invests in Business Grant 
to help small businesses that qualify. Story featured audio 
with city of Valparaiso's Economic Development Director.   
Information on eligibility criteria and applications are at 
the city's website.  You can hear more about the program 
at News Audio on Demand at our website.

Description of Issue Date Approx.
Length

Content of Program/Segment (news story) Providing 
Issue Coverage:

Community 
Outreach, Awareness

04/14/21 :45-:70 Food insecurity- numerous stories featured on local 
newscasts throughout the day, with audio from food 
banks serving Northwest Indiana. Stories aired during the 
Feeding America Radiothon April 14

05/18/21 :70 The Food Bank of Northwest Indiana will hold a hybrid 
fundraising “soiree” June 13th   at their facility in 
Merrillville. You can attend in person or virtually and help 
raise money for the food bank. Story featured audio from 
Events and Outreach Coordinator 

05/20/21 :25 Today is Global Accessibility Awareness Day, promoting 
digital access and inclusion for people living with 
disabilities.  Apple is commemorating the day with 
SignTime, a new feature that lets customers communicate 
with AppleCare and other retail services through sign 
language.  In Apple Stores, customers also can use 



SignTime to remotely access a sign language interpreter 
without booking one ahead of time.

05/20/21 :42 The NWI Cancer Kids organization will have the 6th annual 
Mark Hill golf outing on June 4th at White Hawk in Crown 
Point. Story featured local audio with the nonprofit's 
Director of Family Services. All proceeds from the event 
benefit NWI Cancer Kids in Mark Hill's honor.  We also 
have a link for more information at Adams Radio Cares at 
our website.

05/27/21
05/28/21

:40 The Portage Township YMCA offers free meals through 
the Summer Food Service Program. It's a State sponsored 
program in which Indiana supplies the funding and the 
YMCA supplies the staff to make the meals. Story featured 
local audio from Recreation and Enrichment Coordinator 

06/07/21 :40 In Valparaiso, Assisted Living and Memory Care facility 
Brookdale is hosting a lunch fundraiser for the Pets-n-Vets 
Program, which is part of the Dunes Dog Training Club, 
helping to obedience-train dogs of US military with PTSD 
& traumatic brain injury. It’s Wednesday, June 16th 
beginning at 11:30AM. Story included local audio on the 
event.

06/11/21 :50 The Food Bank of Northwest Indiana will hold a hybrid 
fundraising “soiree” this Sunday, June 13th   at their facility 
in Merrillville. You can attend in person or virtually. Story 
featured audio from President/CEO of Food Bank of NWI. 
They're looking to have people sign up by today. We have 
that link at Adams Radio Cares at the Community 
dropdown menu at our website.

06/24/21 :20 The Food Bank of Northwest Indiana has launched its 
SNAP program – Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program -- with a 15-thousand dollar grant from the 
Legacy Foundation. SNAP replaced food stamps. The Food 
Bank offers outreach for people to become more 
educated about SNAP benefits and the application 
process. 

06/15/21 :24 In Valparaiso, the city is hosting a free neighborhood 
workshop this week --Wednesday June 16th at the 
Urschel Pavilion in Central Park Plaza. The workshop is 
designed to inform, educate and offer networking and 
peer learning opportunities to neighborhood associations 
and groups. Discussions about Home Team Valpo, 
neighborhood tree plantings, grant opportunities and 
many other topics will be covered. The workshop will be 
from 6 to 7:30pm. We have more information at our 
website, including a phone number to call to register.

06/28/21 :40 The American Red Cross is partnering with Amazon to give 
folks an incentive to donate blood that's desperately 
needed.  There are blood drives across Northwest Indiana, 



including Valparaiso, Hobart, LaPorte, Cedar Lake, 
Wanatah, Westville, St. John and Portage in the next few 
days. Visit redcrossblood-dot-org for more information or 
to make an appointment.


