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ISSUES AND ANSWERS 
 
 

DURING THE PERIOD OF JANUARY 1ST, 2022 – MARCH 31ST, 2022  
THE FOLLOWING ISSUES AND PROBLEMS WERE AMONG THOSE ADDRESSED BY WSRV-FM: 

 
 

HEALTH  
 

 
RACE RELATIONS / RACIAL  

 
 

COMMUNITY/EDUCATION 
 

 
CHILDREN / YOUNG ADULT  

 
 

FINANCE / BUSINESS / TECHNOLOGY  
 
 

GOVERNMENT / POLITICS  
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WSRV-FM 
 

ASCERTAINMENT STATEMENT 
 
 

WSRV FM/97.1 The River develops on air programming to address issues of importance to  
Gainesville, Atlanta and surrounding communities. 

 
 
 
WSRV-FM also produces two community affairs talk shows, which address a variety of topics and issues of concern including politics, 
education, health, business, lifestyle issues and civic and social issues.  The Dr. Joe Show and Perspectives air every Sunday morning. 
 
 
Issues on the program are ascertained through interviews with community leaders, including representatives of charitable and 
civic/social/civil rights organizations and others who make a difference in the communities in which we serve. WSRV-FM also solicits 
community input via the website. 
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LIST OF PROGRAMS  AIRTIMES  LENGTH  PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

 
DR. JOE SHOW SUN 5:00AM   60 MINUTES  LOCALLY PRODUCED PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAM DEALING              

WITH LOCAL ISSUES OR TOPICS OF GENERAL INTEREST.  
 
 
PERSPECTIVES   SUN 6:00AM  30 MINUTES  LOCALLY PRODUCED PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAM DEALING 

WITH LOCAL ISSUES OR TOPICS OF PARTICULAR MINORITY INTEREST.  
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 
 

o 3/6 - Atlanta Community Food Bank Hunger Walk/Run 
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WSRV-FM ISSUES & PROGRAMS – 1st QTR. 2022 
 
The following summarizes a representative sample of programming that provided the most significant treatment of community 
issues during the past quarter.  Programming frequently deals with more than one issue. 

 
 
 
ISSUES & DESCRIPTION      DATE  TIME  LENGTH 
HEALTH 
 

1-2-2022 5:00AM  60:00 
Dr Joe Show: Over 50? These problems can sneak up on you 
Show discussed how to outsmart your age and be proactive on problems that arise with getting older. Show also took live calls about general 
health & other topics. 
 

 
1-9-2022 5:00AM  60:00 

Dr Joe Show: When to Call 911: Serious symptoms to never ignore 
Show covered things that your body is telling you that you should not ignore. Host also took live calls about this topic and other general health 
issues. 
 
        1-16-2022 5:00AM  60:00 
Dr Joe Show: Top Tips for a Healthier 2022 
Host discussed the top tips to help people have a healthier and prosperous 2022. Show was also driven by live calls about general health related 
issues. 
         

1-23-2022 5:00AM  60:00 
 
Dr Joe Show: How to combat Chronic Inflammation 
Host discussed the symptoms of inflammation and how to combat the most common problems associated with  it. Show was also driven by live 
callers with questions about inflammation or general health issues. 
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        1-30-2022 5:00AM  60:00 

Dr Joe Show: The Top 10 Health Myths Finally Exposed 
Host covered the top health myths that the public may believe. Show was also driven by live callers with general health related questions. 
 
        2-6-2022 5:00AM  60:00 

Dr Joe Show: Best supplements for people who are autistic  
Show covered best practices, supplements and foods to help people who are autistic. Show covered this topic as well as calls about general 
health questions. 
 
        2-20-2022 5:00AM  60:00 

Dr Joe Show: Junk food promotes hunger and overeating 
Show discussion was centered around how junk food promotes hunger and overeating. What foods to avoid and how to see the symptoms. 
Show also took calls about the topic and general health questions. 
 

2-20-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: Helping students become InspirEDU, Sisters of the Skies and your Heart Health 
Richard Hicks leads InspirEDU a nonprofit organization working to close the digital divide in our community. Never had this become more 
apparent than during this pandemic when students and families did not have access to technology and/or the internet to live and to learn. Next, 
we meet 2 Sisters of the Skies. There are fewer than 200 black female pilots on the flight deck and this nonprofit is working to grow their 
numbers. Stephanie Grant and Ann Marie Barry had a passion for flying as children. Now their dreams are reality, and they are paying it forward 
to grow the numbers of women of color in aviation. Finally, we spend time with NBA Hall of Famer Don Chaney who thought his aches and pains 
were a result of a lifetime of playing basketball. Far from it. He is battling a hereditary heart condition called ATTR-CM.  
 
 
        2-27-2022 5:00AM  60:00 

Dr Joe Show: The diet trends the Dr Joe hates 
Show covered the different diets and trends that Dr Joe hates. Show was also driven by callers with general health questions. 
 

3-6-2022 6:00AM  15:00 
Perspectives: An invitation to the Garden of Moments 
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What began as a single daily email of encouragement to a cancer patient and friend has turned into a movement of moments to encourage 
many. Susan Lax is a counselor who works with those touched by illness, grief and loving through death. From the one note to a friend there is 
now Morning Inspiration and a book, A Heart's Landscape: An invitation into the Garden of Moments. 
 

3-6-2022 6:00AM  15:00 
Perspectives: Local Minister works to end the scourge of human trafficking in metro Atlanta 
Dr. E. Dewey Smith is a minister working to end the human trafficking in our community. He is pastor of the House of Hope in Atlanta and 
Macon. In 2013, Dr. Smith launched The Tabitha's House, a nonprofit organization that provides housing, counseling and support to young girls 
rescued from human trafficking. His congregation is one of the few churches in the nation that owns a resource center and two residences that 
house and empower victims of human trafficking. In addition, Smith opened the Haven House, a fully staffed, professional and licensed 
counseling center that addresses the emotional and mental health concerns of people in the community. 
 

3-13-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: When Life hands you lemons, step out on faith and follow your passion, says Dr. Jaqueline Dow 
Dr. Jaqueline Dow is a research scientist who cares deeply about women's s health. When life circumstances dealt her a surprising blow, Dr. Dow 
was prepared to pivot with her passion: J Dow fitness. Her goal is for women to look good and feel good in their clothes, especially two years at 
home in active wear. She launched an athleisure line that is featured in Target as part of the company's DE&I initiative, Black Beyond Measure. 
 

3-13-2022 5:00AM  60:00 

Dr Joe Show: Vitamins and Supplements to fight Inflammation 
Show discussed what vitamins and supplements to take to fight inflammation. Show was centered around this topic and driven by callers with 
general health questions. 
 
        3-20-2022 5:00AM  60:00 

Dr Joe Show: 40 Sneaky signs you’re unhealthier than you may think 
Show covered the 40 sneaky signs that people should be on the look for that may show that they are unhealthier than they may think. Show was 
also driven by live calls with general health related questions. 
 

3-27-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: Just Health: Treating Structural Racism to Heal America  
Black men have the lowest life expectancy of any major demographic group in the United States, as CDC figures affirm. Based on Census Bureau 
projections, the life expectancy for a Black American male born in 2020 is 74 years, nearly five years less than the life expectancy for a white 
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newborn male. In JUST HEALTH: Treating Structural Racism to Heal America author Dayna Bowen Matthew makes a strong, evidence-based case 
that Black, and Brown Americans are disproportionally dying young because of structural inequality and racism. 
 

ISSUE & DESCRIPTION     DATE  TIME  LENGTH 
RACE RELATIONS    
 

1-02-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: The Murder of Emmett Till and ABC’s Women of the Movement 
Thursday, January 6 at 8pm on ABC "Women of the Movement, a six-episode limited series event premiers. It is based on the true story of 
Emmett Till and his mother Mamie Till-Mobley. For many, it is an unknown story. Till was a 14-year-old boy murdered in Mississippi for allegedly 
whistling at a white woman. The men arrested and charged with the crime were acquitted. Last year, the Justice Department closed the case of 
Till's murder. Last month, ABC screened the first 2 hours of the series and invited me to moderate a conversation featuring the series creator, 
co-author of the book with Till-Mobley, the actors in the production and members of Till's family. This is that conversation. 
 

1-16-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: Breaking Barriers in The Segregated Skies 
The year was 1964 and the stakes were high. This was the last and only chance for David Harris. He wrestled with being forthright about his race. 
After all, with his light skin, wavy hair, and green eyes, he could pass for white. But Harris was determined to fly airplanes as a black male pilot – 
even though in 1964 black men were not commercial airline pilots. This is the story Michael Cottman tells in “segregated skies” David Harris’ 
trailblazing journey to rise above racial barriers. 
 

1-30-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: Learning, Reading and listening to students experiencing COVID fatigue / Douglas Hooker’s Symphony 
COVID fatigue is real and it's having an impact on our kids. One metro Atlanta company is working with school systems in Georgia and across the 
country to make remote learning easier and more accessible to students as well as serving as a one stop repair shop. Stratix frees up teachers to 
teach and IT staff to work on desktops, not mobile devices. Next, he's one to watch on the Barnes and Noble February list of writers. Antwan 
Eady of Savannah wrote Nigel and the Moon, a book about a boy and his dreams. He's an advocate for reading for there being more books with 
characters of color in African American homes. Finally, many in Atlanta know Doug Hooker as the head of the Atlanta Regional Commission. On 
February 6, he'll be behind a lectern on stage conducting a symphony he wrote. Without regard to Sex, Race or Color debuts at the Ferst Center 
on the Georgia Tech Campus to open Black History Month.  
 

2-6-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: What Monopoly teaches us about income inequality | Alvin  Ailey returns to Atlanta 
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My guest is Kimberly Jones. In the midst of the Black Lives Matter demonstrations in the aftermath of the deaths of Ahmaud Arbery, George 
Floyd, Brianna Taylor and far too many others. In six minutes and 46 seconds jones captured the hearts, minds and spirit of a community coming 
to grips with the racial reckoning that is upon us. Kimberly jones is Atlanta-based. She’s an activist and now an author. She’s written, "How We 
Can Win: Race, History and Changing the Money Game That’s Rigged. We also spend a few minutes with Robert Battle, Artistic Director of Alvin 
Ailey American Dance Theater returning to Atlanta February 10-13. 
 

2-13-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: A Father’s Love, History and Film 
On Feb 13, we meet Leah Henderson, children's author. Her book is A "Daddy Speaks Love" and is a delightfully illustrated story about the 
importance of a father's love for his daughter. In our conversation we also learn about Henderson's other work and her passions. Then we head 
over to the Alliance Theater where now through February 27th on the Coca Cola Stage is the story of Toni Stone, the first woman to play 
professional baseball in the Negro League. We talk with the production's director Tinashe Kajese-Bolden about this hidden figure in American 
History. We wrap this episode with a conversation with Kenny Blank, Executive Director of the Atlanta Jewish Film Festival which continues 
through February 27th. The festival is virtual again this year with more than 55 films to stream at your leisure in addition to creative 
conversations with the film producers. 
 

2-20-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: Helping students become InspirEDU, Sisters of the Skies and your Heart Health 
Richard Hicks leads InspirEDU a nonprofit organization working to close the digital divide in our community. Never had this become more 
apparent than during this pandemic when students and families did not have access to technology and/or the internet to live and to learn. Next, 
we meet 2 Sisters of the Skies. There are fewer than 200 black female pilots on the flight deck and this nonprofit is working to grow their 
numbers. Stephanie Grant and Ann Marie Barry had a passion for flying as children. Now their dreams are reality, and they are paying it forward 
to grow the numbers of women of color in aviation. Finally, we spend time with NBA Hall of Famer Don Chaney who thought his aches and pains 
were a result of a lifetime of playing basketball. Far from it. He is battling a hereditary heart condition called ATTR-CM.  
 

2-27-2022 6:00AM  15:00 
Perspectives: A Black History Lesson from DeKalb CEO, Historian and author, Michael Thurmond 
As we round out black history month is DeKalb CEO Michael Thurmond. Before becoming the DeKalb CEO, he served in the Georgia General 
Assembly and was the first African American elected to statewide office without having been appointed to the position first. He’s transformed 
the state department of family and children services, the labor department and the DeKalb county schools. But that’s not why he’s here. He’s 
here because he’s also a writer. His most recent book, freedom: Georgia’s anti-slavery heritage, 1733 to 1865 is listed as one of the 25 books all 
Georgians should read. 
 

2-27-2022 6:00AM  15:00 
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Perspectives: Dear White Woman, Please Come Home 
Joining me for this episode are authors Kimberlee Williams and Debby Irving. Kimberlee's new book is "Dear White Woman, Please Come 
Home." It is a series of 40 letters to a fictional missing white sister. Williams explores with many emotions how white women, often despite their 
best intentions signal to her and other Black women to proceed with caution when around them. These fictional letters are based on real events 
and serve as testimonies to the microaggressions that undermine and make Black and Brown women feel invisible and real 
friendships/relationships with white women difficult if not impossible. 
 

3-13-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: When Life hands you lemons, step out on faith and follow your passion, says Dr. Jaqueline Dow 
Dr. Jaqueline Dow is a research scientist who cares deeply about women's s health. When life circumstances dealt her a surprising blow, Dr. Dow 
was prepared to pivot with her passion: J Dow fitness. Her goal is for women to look good and feel good in their clothes, especially two years at 
home in active wear. She launched an athleisure line that is featured in Target as part of the company's DE&I initiative, Black Beyond Measure. 
 

3-27-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: Just Health: Treating Structural Racism to Heal America  
Black men have the lowest life expectancy of any major demographic group in the United States, as CDC figures affirm. Based on Census Bureau 
projections, the life expectancy for a Black American male born in 2020 is 74 years, nearly five years less than the life expectancy for a white 
newborn male. In JUST HEALTH: Treating Structural Racism to Heal America author Dayna Bowen Matthew makes a strong, evidence-based case 
that Black and Brown Americans are disproportionally dying young because of structural inequality and racism. 
 
 
 
ISSUE & DESCRIPTION     DATE  TIME  LENGTH 
COMMUNITY / EDUCATION     

1-09-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: Kenny Werner on Becoming the Instrument 
He's performed with the greatest jazz musicians: Dizzy Gillespie, Betty Buckley, Lou Rawls and many more. What drives Kenny Werner, artistic 
director of the Effortless Mastery Institute at Berklee College of Music is not playing the instrument but becoming the instrument. His book, 
Becoming the Instrument: Lessons on Self-Mastery from Music to Life mixes his philosophical, spiritual perspective with his mastery of Jazz to 
create a life map. He argues if you clear away life's baggage and pull out the best within you and become as authentic as possible, you lift your 
performance in all aspects of life to the highest levels. 
 

1-23-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: The Critical Importance of Early Childhood Education and Student opportunities with Breakthrough Atlanta 
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More than one-third of Georgia parents with young children say they or someone in their family has had to quit a job, not take a job, or greatly 
change jobs in the past year because of problems with childcare. The ongoing pandemic has only aggravated the problem. For more than a 
decade, GEEARS, the Georgia early education alliance for ready students, works to inspire and to provide leadership for a statewide movement 
on quality early learning and healthy development for all children from birth through age five. Mindy Binderman is the executive director of 
GEEARS. Next, we talk with Monique Shields the Executive Director of Breakthrough Atlanta, a nonprofit summer program for students which 
currently is recruiting student teachers for its 2022 program. 
 

1-30-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: Learning, Reading and listening to students experiencing COVID fatigue / Douglas Hooker’s Symphony 
COVID fatigue is real and it's having an impact on our kids. One metro Atlanta company is working with school systems in Georgia and across the 
country to make remote learning easier and more accessible to students as well as serving as a one stop repair shop. Stratix frees up teachers to 
teach and IT staff to work on desktops, not mobile devices. Next, he's one to watch on the Barnes and Noble February list of writers. Antwan 
Eady of Savannah wrote Nigel and the Moon, a book about a boy and his dreams. He's an advocate for reading for there being more books with 
characters of color in African American homes. Finally, many in Atlanta know Doug Hooker as the head of the Atlanta Regional Commission. On 
February 6, he'll be behind a lectern on stage conducting a symphony he wrote. Without regard to Sex, Race or Color debuts at the Ferst Center 
on the Georgia Tech Campus to open Black History Month.  
 

2-6-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: What Monopoly teaches us about income inequality | Alvin  Ailey returns to Atlanta 
My guest is Kimberly Jones. In the midst of the Black Lives Matter demonstrations in the aftermath of the deaths of Ahmaud Arbery, George 
Floyd, Brianna Taylor and far too many others. In six minutes and 46 seconds jones captured the hearts, minds and spirit of a community coming 
to grips with the racial reckoning that is upon us. Kimberly jones is Atlanta-based. She’s an activist and now an author. She’s written, "How We 
Can Win: Race, History and Changing the Money Game That’s Rigged. We also spend a few minutes with Robert Battle, Artistic Director of Alvin 
Ailey American Dance Theater returning to Atlanta February 10-13. 
 

2-20-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
 
Perspectives: Helping students become InspirEDU, Sisters of the Skies and your Heart Health 
Richard Hicks leads InspirEDU a nonprofit organization working to close the digital divide in our community. Never had this become more 
apparent than during this pandemic when students and families did not have access to technology and/or the internet to live and to learn. Next, 
we meet 2 Sisters of the Skies. There are fewer than 200 black female pilots on the flight deck and this nonprofit is working to grow their 
numbers. Stephanie Grant and Ann Marie Barry had a passion for flying as children. Now their dreams are reality, and they are paying it forward 
to grow the numbers of women of color in aviation. Finally, we spend time with NBA Hall of Famer Don Chaney who thought his aches and pains 
were a result of a lifetime of playing basketball. Far from it. He is battling a hereditary heart condition called ATTR-CM.  
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3-6-2022 6:00AM  15:00 

Perspectives: An invitation to the Garden of Moments 
What began as a single daily email of encouragement to a cancer patient and friend has turned into a movement of moments to encourage 
many. Susan Lax is a counselor who works with those touched by illness, grief and loving through death. From the one note to a friend there is 
now Morning Inspiration and a book, A Heart's Landscape: An invitation into the Garden of Moments. 
 

3-6-2022 6:00AM  15:00 
Perspectives: Local Minister works to end the scourge of human trafficking in metro Atlanta 
Dr. E. Dewey Smith is a minister working to end the human trafficking in our community. He is pastor of the House of Hope in Atlanta and 
Macon. In 2013, Dr. Smith launched The Tabitha's House, a nonprofit organization that provides housing, counseling and support to young girls 
rescued from human trafficking. His congregation is one of the few churches in the nation that owns a resource center and two residences that 
house and empower victims of human trafficking. In addition, Smith opened the Haven House, a fully staffed, professional and licensed 
counseling center that addresses the emotional and mental health concerns of people in the community. 
 
 
ISSUE & DESCRIPTION     DATE  TIME  LENGTH 
CHILD / YOUNG ADULT ISSUES  

1-02-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: The Murder of Emmett Till and ABC’s Women of the Movement 
Thursday, January 6 at 8pm on ABC "Women of the Movement, a six-episode limited series event premiers. It is based on the true story of 
Emmett Till and his mother Mamie Till-Mobley. For many, it is an unknown story. Till was a 14-year-old boy murdered in Mississippi for allegedly 
whistling at a white woman. The men arrested and charged with the crime were acquitted. Last year, the Justice Department closed the case of 
Till's murder. Last month, ABC screened the first 2 hours of the series and invited me to moderate a conversation featuring the series creator, 
co-author of the book with Till-Mobley, the actors in the production and members of Till's family. This is that conversation. 
         

1-23-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: The Critical Importance of Early Childhood Education and Student opportunities with Breakthrough Atlanta 
More than one-third of Georgia parents with young children say they or someone in their family has had to quit a job, not take a job, or greatly 
change jobs in the past year because of problems with childcare. The ongoing pandemic has only aggravated the problem. For more than a 
decade, GEEARS, the Georgia early education alliance for ready students, works to inspire and to provide leadership for a statewide movement 
on quality early learning and healthy development for all children from birth through age five. Mindy Binderman is the executive director of 
GEEARS. Next, we talk with Monique Shields the Executive Director of Breakthrough Atlanta, a nonprofit summer program for students which 
currently is recruiting student teachers for its 2022 program. 
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1-30-2022 6:00AM  30:00 

Perspectives: Learning, Reading and listening to students experiencing COVID fatigue / Douglas Hooker’s Symphony 
COVID fatigue is real and it's having an impact on our kids. One metro Atlanta company is working with school systems in Georgia and across the 
country to make remote learning easier and more accessible to students as well as serving as a one stop repair shop. Stratix frees up teachers to 
teach and IT staff to work on desktops, not mobile devices. Next, he's one to watch on the Barnes and Noble February list of writers. Antwan 
Eady of Savannah wrote Nigel and the Moon, a book about a boy and his dreams. He's an advocate for reading for there being more books with 
characters of color in African American homes. Finally, many in Atlanta know Doug Hooker as the head of the Atlanta Regional Commission. On 
February 6, he'll be behind a lectern on stage conducting a symphony he wrote. Without regard to Sex, Race or Color debuts at the Ferst Center 
on the Georgia Tech Campus to open Black History Month.  
 

2-13-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: A Father’s Love, History and Film 
On Feb 13, we meet Leah Henderson, children's author. Her book is A "Daddy Speaks Love" and is a delightfully illustrated story about the 
importance of a father's love for his daughter. In our conversation we also learn about Henderson's other work and her passions. Then we head 
over to the Alliance Theater where now through February 27th on the Coca Cola Stage is the story of Toni Stone, the first woman to play 
professional baseball in the Negro League. We talk with the production's director Tinashe Kajese-Bolden about this hidden figure in American 
History. We wrap this episode with a conversation with Kenny Blank, Executive Director of the Atlanta Jewish Film Festival which continues 
through February 27th. The festival is virtual again this year with more than 55 films to stream at your leisure in addition to creative 
conversations with the film producers. 
 
 
ISSUE & DESCRIPTION     DATE  TIME  LENGTH 
FINANCE / BUSINESS / TECHNOLOGY  
 

3-6-2022 6:00AM  15:00 
Perspectives: Local Minister works to end the scourge of human trafficking in metro Atlanta 
Dr. E. Dewey Smith is a minister working to end the human trafficking in our community. He is pastor of the House of Hope in Atlanta and 
Macon. In 2013, Dr. Smith launched The Tabitha's House, a nonprofit organization that provides housing, counseling and support to young girls 
rescued from human trafficking. His congregation is one of the few churches in the nation that owns a resource center and two residences that 
house and empower victims of human trafficking. In addition, Smith opened the Haven House, a fully staffed, professional and licensed 
counseling center that addresses the emotional and mental health concerns of people in the community. 
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3-13-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: When Life hands you lemons, step out on faith and follow your passion, says Dr. Jaqueline Dow 
Dr. Jaqueline Dow is a research scientist who cares deeply about women's s health. When life circumstances dealt her a surprising blow, Dr. Dow 
was prepared to pivot with her passion: J Dow fitness. Her goal is for women to look good and feel good in their clothes, especially two years at 
home in active wear. She launched an athleisure line that is featured in Target as part of the company's DE&I initiative, Black Beyond Measure. 
 

3-20-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: Financial Assistance is available for families impacted by COVID-19 
Georgia Congressman David Scott and Christopher Nunn, Executive Director of the Georgia Department of Community Affairs join Perspectives 
to discuss the new Georgia Housing Assistance Program. Federal legislation passed allocates $354 million dollars to Georgia homeowners in 
need. The money may be used to catch up on mortgage or rent payments and may be used to pay some utilities. Applicants must provide 
identity and financial information and payments are made directly to the creditors and not to the consumer. For more information, please visit 
https://georgiamortgageassistance.ga.gov/ 
 
 
ISSUE & DESCRIPTION     DATE  TIME  LENGTH 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS  
 

2-27-2022 6:00AM  15:00 
Perspectives: A Black History Lesson from DeKalb CEO, Historian and author, Michael Thurmond 
As we round out black history month is DeKalb CEO Michael Thurmond. Before becoming the DeKalb CEO, he served in the Georgia General 
Assembly and was the first African American elected to statewide office without having been appointed to the position first. He’s transformed 
the state department of family and children services, the labor department and the DeKalb county schools. But that’s not why he’s here. He’s 
here because he’s also a writer. His most recent book, freedom: Georgia’s anti-slavery heritage, 1733 to 1865 is listed as one of the 25 books all 
Georgians should read. 
 

3-20-2022 6:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: Financial Assistance is available for families impacted by COVID-19 
Georgia Congressman David Scott and Christopher Nunn, Executive Director of the Georgia Department of Community Affairs join Perspectives 
to discuss the new Georgia Housing Assistance Program. Federal legislation passed allocates $354 million dollars to Georgia homeowners in 
need. The money may be used to catch up on mortgage or rent payments and may be used to pay some utilities. Applicants must provide 
identity and financial information and payments are made directly to the creditors and not to the consumer. For more information, please visit 
https://georgiamortgageassistance.ga.gov/ 


