
Issues and Programs - WHBE AM - Quarter 2 2020

***All Viewpoints programs ran each Saturday from 7:30pm -8am***

April 5, 2020
Segment 1: Overcoming Uncertainty In The Midst Of COVID-19
With many unknowns hanging above our heads during this global pandemic, it’s vital to stay present and 
positive. We discuss small steps you can take each day to find structure and the importance of looking at 
the long-term picture.

Segment 2: Drew Barrymore On Life, Love & Family
Everyone remembers little Gertie from the movie E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial and the actress who played 
the part: Drew Barrymore. However, a lot has changed since then. Today, Barrymore is mother of two, 
accomplished actress, businesswoman and now, author. In her new memoir she opens up about growing 
up in Hollywood, fending for herself at age 14 and what she’s learned over the years.

April 12, 2020
Segment 1: Deploying School Meals To Those Who Need Them Most Right Now
On a typical day, the National School Lunch Program serves 20.2 million free lunches to students in need, 
according to the USDA. With sweeping school closures across the U.S. in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic, millions of students are going hungry. Viewpoints discusses the new reality foodservice 
workers face and the balance between staying safe and serving meals.

Segment 2: Why Do Crosswords Never Go Out Of Style?
The first published crossword was created in 1913 by journalist Arthur Wynne. Since then, the timeless 
puzzle has stayed in style and graces newspapers from the New York Times to USA Today. Self-
acclaimed lovers of crosswords are known as ‘cruciverbalists ’and compete online as well as create these 
puzzles for publishing. We speak with crossword expert, Adrienne Raphel to find out more about this 
beloved word game.

April 19, 2020
Segment 1: Modern-Day Drones And The Implementation Of Remote Identification
Drones are already a multi-billion-dollar business and only set to grow in revenue over the next five 
years, reaching an estimated 63 billion by 2025. The unmanned aircraft systems can be applied to a wide 
breadth of tasks and are an essential resource during war, rescue and public health crises, including the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Viewpoints speaks with two drone experts about innovation and security 
challenges facing the industry.

Segment 2: A Dormant Family Secret Uncovered Through DNA Testing
Imagine finding out at 54-years-old that the father who raised you wasn’t actually your biological dad. 
Novelist Dani Shapiro found herself in this position after she and her husband sent in an at-home DNA 
test to Ancestry.com and it came back with some unexpected results.

April 26, 2020
Segment 1: The Slow-Looming, Invisible Crisis of Climate Change
With billions across the world staying home right now due to coronavirus, air pollution in many major 
cities has cleared making way for blue skies and new views of nature. This week, Viewpoints speaks with 
journalist and author Thomas Kostigen about the role of geoengineering in tackling another approaching 
global crisis: climate change.



Segment 2: The Dire State Of Affordable Housing In America
The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated the housing crisis as many millions of Americans can no 
longer afford to pay rent or their monthly mortgage. Viewpoints speaks with two housing experts about 
why so many people struggle to find affordable housing in the U.S. and one possible solution to the 
problem.

May 3, 2020
Segment 1: From Luxury Ingredients To Food Styling: The Quirky Inner Workings Of The Food Biz
Could you ever imagine that some imported white asparagus could cost upwards of $250? Neither did we. 
This week on Viewpoints, we delve into the niche world of luxury and on-trend ingredients as well as 
roles in the food industry you’ve probably never heard of.

Segment 2: To Eat Or Not To Eat? The Processed
Complex ingredients like maltodextrin and ferrous sulfate can seem scary, but are they actually bad for 
you in the long-term? We speak with chemist and author, George Zaidan about how food processing took 
hold in early human history and what to keep in mind when it comes to keeping a healthy diet.

May 10, 2020
Segment 1: An Essential Industry: Construction In The U.S.
In most states, construction is deemed an essential service during the COVID-19 pandemic. With 
roadways fairly clear and schools temporarily closed, crews are getting to work while still adhering to 
social distancing rules. In effect, construction spending was up 4.7 percent in March 2020 compared to 
March 2019. Viewpoints speaks with two people working in the industry to get an inside view on growth 
and job opportunities as well as current challenges facing the sector.

Segment 2: The Rise Of Coffee Capitalism
Even as Americans shelter-in-place, coffee consumption is up in the first four months of 2020. Why is 
coffee a drink that is so popular across the globe? The drink was first consumed by Sufi monks in the 
fifteenth century as part of a religious ceremony, but quickly gained popularity across the Middle East 
where it then eventually spread to Europe. Viewpoints discusses the complicated history of coffee 
production and American’s reliance on this caffeine-packed drink.

May 17, 2020
Segment 1: The Inner Tolls Of Working In Dining – A Feature With Chef Iliana Regan
Iliana Regan has worked in the restaurant industry for more than two decades in almost every position 
imaginable. From fast service to high-end fine dining, she’s a self-taught, Michelin-starred chef that’s 
known for her ability to create masterful dishes using naturally sourced and foraged ingredients. As her 
career has skyrocketed up, she’s also had several low points in her life that have impacted who she is 
today.

Segment 2: Millennial Money: Leveraging Your Worth
Jessica Byrne is a 26-year-old software engineer from Portland that’s saved more than $300,000 in a very 
short span of time. We speak with Byrne about how she grew her skill base in order to up her salary and 
then quickly save thousands through compounding interest, investing and maintaining a frugal lifestyle.

May 24, 2020
Segment 1: 75 Years After WWII: The Men Of The 44th Bomb Group
Memorial Day is on Monday, May 25 this year. It is a day that we remember those who have served and 
lost their lives protecting this country. To honor our veterans, we highlight a unique story from World 
War II about the heroic men of the U.S. Air Force 44th Bomb Group.



Segment 2: The Story of Apollo 8
When we think back to the biggest space accomplishments in history, many of us instantly remember 
Apollo 11 – the mission that landed humans on the moon. However, we seldom talk about Apollo 8 when 
astronauts successfully orbited the moon. Author and historian, Jeffrey Kluger joins Viewpoints to 
discuss why Apollo 8 was a vital foundational mission for space travel and what it meant to the future of 
NASA.

May 31, 2020
Segment 1: Losing A Part Of Your Heart: Dealing With Loss
Losing someone you love – whether that’s a partner, friend or a part of your family – can be devastating. 
Is there a way to ‘correctly ’deal with the process of death and grieve after the person has passed? This 
week on Viewpoints.

Segment 2: Served Up: Poetry With A Side Of Dark Humor
The Epic of Gilgamesh is thought to be the oldest epic poem ever written, created in 2000 BCE. 
Throughout time, poetry has stayed constant, with greats like Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson and Henry 
Thoreau publishing cherished works still topical today. John Kenney is a modern poet whose work is 
frequently featured in the New Yorker. He’s best known for his collection of Love Poems for Married 
People and joins Viewpoints this week to share his many musings and provide some words of advice 
when it comes to writing.

June 7, 2020
Segment 1: One Country, Two Systems: The Deepening Political Crisis In Hong Kong
Tensions between the people of Hong Kong and the Chinese communist government are quickly 
escalating. With the proposal of a new national security law in late May further tightening China’s grip on 
the semi-autonomous territory of Hong Kong, the region is at a crucial tipping point. The act of protesting 
is deeply rooted in Hong Kong’s history and millions are once again heading to the streets to fight for 
their civil liberties and political democracy.

Segment 2: The Many Firsts Throughout History
Imagine finding a rough, circular rock-like object and spending many minutes, if not hours, trying to pry 
it open to see what’s inside. Once you finally cracked it open, who would slurp down the slimy, raw 
interior of an oyster, praying that it wouldn’t kill them? We discuss the many firsts throughout history and 
the bold civilizations who uncovered these discoveries.

June 14, 2020
Segment 1: The Murder Of George Floyd: A Deepening Public Health Crisis
George Floyd was 46 years old when he was murdered on the street by ex-Minneapolis police officer 
Derek Chauvin. The father of five moved to the Midwest city in 2014 where he worked driving a truck 
and providing security at a local restaurant. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Floyd lost his security job. 
On May 25, Floyd was suspected of using a counterfeit $20 bill at a local store and officers were called to 
the scene. The question remains: how can a simple police call lead to the killing of an unarmed and 
unresisting man? For weeks, protests and outrage have spread across the U.S. and internationally as the 
killing of Floyd brings racial inequality and police brutality into focus once again. Even in the midst of a 
pandemic, people are showing up to say they’re fed up with the lack of equal justice, rights and 
opportunities for all.

Segment 2: Navigating Peak Wedding Season During A Pandemic
In April, May and June of this year, 550,000 weddings across the U.S. were set to take place. As the 
threat of COVID-19 swept much of the U.S., many of these pre-planned weddings had to be rescheduled. 



Viewpoints speaks with Erika Hernandez-Fullerton, a recent bride herself and owner of a wedding 
planning company, to find out how couples in this predicament are making the best of this unusual 
situation.

June 21, 2020
Segment 1: Shakeups In The Salon & Skincare Industry
If a second wave hits Illinois, suburban salon and spa owner, Chi Farley, says her business wouldn’t be 
able to financially handle another round of forced closings. Across the country, owners have had an 
extremely stressful year as COVID-19 has forced millions of shops to close their doors for months on 
end. Now, as much of the country is reopen, many salon, spa and wellness owners are still anxious about 
a decrease in clientele due to continued fears around the virus. We speak with three owners about the 
impact the pandemic has had on each of their respective businesses and how they’re finding ways to 
move forward.

Segment 2: Exploring The World Of Wine One Glass At A Time
Finding the right wine is intimidating. Strolling through the wine aisle, it can sometimes be easier to give 
up and choose a bottle based off whether you like the label or not. Wine is complex. However, if you’re 
interested in finding out more about the refreshment, you have to start somewhere. Sommelier Elizabeth 
Schneider joins Viewpoints this week to give us an introduction to all things wine.

June 28, 2020
Segment 1: The Calming Nature Of Tending To A Garden
Getting started gardening can seem like an overwhelming task, especially if you have trouble keeping a 
houseplant alive. But with some research and a small investment for tools, seeds and soil, the rewards of 
tending to a garden are huge. Fresh produce, flowers and herbs, as well as a renewed connection to nature 
are just some of the benefits of this increasingly popular outdoor hobby.

Segment 2: Is Your Child Feeling Anxious Right Now? Giving Support Without Shielding Them From 
The World The days when election and campaign news dominated the news cycle seem so distant. It’s 
safe to say that no one could’ve imagined this year would be such a curveball. Learning’s been disrupted, 
many parents are continuing to work from home and fears over COVID-19 are still very much present. 
We speak with a family trauma expert, Dr. Abigail Gewirtz, about dealing with these anxieties as an adult 
and how to have important conversations with your child or teen if you’re sensing that they’re more 
irritable, worried or anxious lately.

Segment 3: The Good And The Bad: A Brief History Of The Texas Rangers
The Texas Rangers (no, not the baseball team) but the western law enforcement agency dating back to 
1823 is known for patrolling the rugged Texas terrain. For almost 200 years, its members have protected 
tiny towns along the border and have helped solve numerous crimes and corruption throughout the state. 
However, the valiant group also has a darker history filled with corruption, murder and violence against 
minorities. Author and journalist Doug Swanson joins Viewpoints this week to share the full picture of 
the famed Texas Rangers.
20-27 Segment 2: Is Instagram The New Online Diary For Generation Z?

While some of us still prefer pen and paper, many younger people are shifting to everything digital. And 
it’s not just for to-do lists or communication, but also using platforms like Instagram, Twitter or Facebook 
as a daily, reflective ‘online diary’. However, sometimes this vulnerability in such a public setting can 
lead down a slippery slope. We discuss the pros and cons of candidly sharing your life on social media.


