
Issues and Programs - WHBE FM - 2018 Quarter 3

***All Viewpoints programs ran each Saturday from 7:30am - 8:00am***

July 7

Segment 1: American Detainment: Lessons to Learn From America’s Internment Camp Shame

In light of the recent outrage over the ‘zero tolerance ’immigration policy and the separation of families 
at the southern border, some people have made a comparison to the Japanese internment camps 
during World War II. Richard Cahan, photo historian, former Chicago Sun-Times editor, and author of 
Un-American: The Incarceration of Japanese Americans During World War II, discusses the history of 
these camps and what we should learn from them.

Segment 2: Maximizing Your Experience Traveling Internationally

Many dream of traveling the world, but what do you do when you actually get there?Andrew Solomon, 
journalist and author of Far and Away: Reporting from the Brink of Change: Seven Continents, Twenty-
Five Years, shares his thoughts, as an experienced world traveler, on the mindset we should bring with 
us to a foreign country.

July 14

Segment 1: American Illiteracy

A third of all the children in the United States graduate the 8th grade with below-basic reading skills.  At 
this level of illiteracy, many of them are unprepared for the workplace or other factors of adult life. Dr. 
Mark Seidenberg, research professor in the department of psychology at University of Wisconsin-
Madison and author of Language At The Speed of Sight: How We Read, Why So Many Can’t, and What 
Can Be Done About It, explains that this problem arises  from an improper understanding of how to 
teach reading, which itself comes from a disconnect between teachers and researchers.

Segment 2: Catholicism and the LGBT Community: One Priest’s Mission to ‘build a bridge’

The LGBT community has often felt ostracized by various religious groups, specifically the Catholic 
Church. In 2013, Pope Francis made headlines by saying he wouldn’t judge homosexuals, which started 
a new process of reconciling the Catholic Church with the LGBT community. Reverend James Martin, SJ, 
a Jesuit priest and author of Building a Bridge: How the Catholic Church and the LGBT Community Can 
Enter Into a Relationship of Respect, Compassion, and Sensitivity, discusses how these two groups can 
treat each other with fairness and dignity

July 21

Segment 1: Appreciating the Introvert

Our culture celebrates the extrovert, the person who is the life of the party. But, the introvert, the one 
who often leaves the party early, also has a lot to offer. Todd Kashdan, Professor of Psychology at 



George Mason University and author of The Upside of Your Dark Side: Why Being Your Whole Self–Not 
Just Your “Good” Self–Drives Success and Fulfillment, and Sophia Dembling, introvert and author of the 
book The Introvert’s Way: Living a Quiet Life in a Noisy World, discuss their thoughts on the value of 
introversion.

Segment 2: Breaking Down The Pesky English Language

We all know the rule: “I before E, except after C,” but it’s not applicable in “weird” or “science” or many 
other words. The English language has many exceptions to its rules, and these irregularities make it a 
difficult language to spell. Vivian Cook, Professor Emeritus of Applied Linguistics at Newcastle University 
and author of Accomodating Brocolli in the Cemetary: Or Why Can’t Anybody Spell, and Niall McLeod 
Waldman, author of Spelling Dearest: The Down and Dirty, Nitty-Gritty History of English Spelling, 
explain more about where these complex spelling rules come from and what can be done about it.

July 28

Segment 1: The Italian Mothers Who Stood Up To The Mafia

While we know about the Sicilian mafia from the Godfather movies, another more powerful Italian 
mafia has recently come to light: the ‘Ndrangheta. Established in the late 1800s from a group of 140 
families, the secret to this mafia’s success is secrecy. But, their secret was revealed when four women 
from the clan testified against their own families to bring their works to light. Alex Perry, author The 
Good Mothers: The True Story of the Women Who Took on the World’s Most Powerful Mafia, gives 
more details about this mafia and the brave women who exposed it.

Segment 2: Learning How To Identify and De-bunk Actual Fake News

Fake news has been a hot topic in recent days, but it’s often misunderstood. Stories written by non-
journalists to intentionally mislead readers are a real danger to our society, especially when those in 
power are misusing the term or employing it for their own benefit. Dr. Robert Probst and Dr. Kylene 
Beers, educators and co-authors of the book Disrupting Thinking: Why How We Read Matters, explain 
more about how we can identify fake news and stop its progress.

August 4
Segment 1: Serious Play: Using tactical performance as protest

We all love a good theater performance. But are theater and performance good strategies to affect 
social change? Our guest thinks so. He’s a performer, writer and educator who uses serious play and 
theater to help change people’s minds and change society for the better.

Segment 2: The Power of Picture Books

Picture books can teach children valuable lessons that will stick with them for life. Our guests discuss the 
importance of producing books about social issues like race, gender, and disability. And how as a 
combination of text and images picture books have an advantage when it comes to depicting diversity.



August 11

Segment 2: Racial Diversity in Opera

Opera is a beloved art form, but its racial history is as flawed as the rest of our culture. We talk to Naomi 
Andre, a professor at the University of Michigan, about the history of race in opera and how this 
traditional art form is hopefully getting with the times.

August 18

Segment 1: Maximizing Your Charity Donation’s Impact

Everyone has different causes that are close to their hearts. We talk to a philanthropy specialist about 
how we can donate to those causes and ensure that our contribution makes the biggest impact possible.

Segment 2: Overcoming The Fear of Speaking in Public

We’ve all been in the position at some time in another where we have to give a presentation at school 
or at work, and often times, it can make us incredibly nervous. We discuss this fear and tips for 
overcoming it and delivering the best speech possible.

August 25

Segment 1: Modern American Immigration

When people discuss “the immigrant narrative,” you may picture Ellis Island. But what is that process 
like today? We talk to two writers about the more modern immigrant journey.

Segment 2: Seeking the Origins of Creativity

We grow up with visions of creative genius: the divine power to create stories from whole cloth and 
write symphonic masterpieces. But is that how it really works? We look at the creative process, and why 
it may not be as romantic as some of us imagine.

September 1

Segment 1: Orbiting the Moon: The Mission of Apollo 8

Though Apollo 11 gets all the fame and Apollo 13 was made into a thrilling Ron Howard movie, author 
and historian Jeffrey Kluger says the Apollo 8 mission was a foundational trip for American space 
exploration. He takes us through the mission and examines what it meant for NASA moving forward.

Segment 2: Racial Segregation in ‘Sundown Towns’

We’ve all heard stories of segregated America circa the 1950’s, but historian and author James W. 
Loewen says not all of those racist institutions have been completely eliminated, even now. Loewen 



explains ‘sundown towns, ’towns where minorities were not welcomed after sundown, and he says 
some of them are still unofficially ‘sundown ’due to their lasting reputations.

September 8

Segment 1: The Use of Polygraph Machines

We have all heard of polygraph machines or ‘lie detectors. ’But are they truly reliable? Their results are 
inadmissible in court and yet some investigation agencies still use them. We talk to historian and author 
John Philipp Baesler about the polygraph’s history and its questionable use in our modern world.

Segment 2: How One Couple Confronted a Mental Health Crisis

One morning without warning, Giulia Lukach experienced a psychotic break. We talk to her husband 
Mark about Gulia’s journey, his own experience as a caregiver, and how they overcame three stints in a 
psych ward.

September 15

Segment 1: Soldier Poetry

There’s a long history of soldiers processing their experiences through poetry. We talk to Adam Gilbert, 
a war historian and author of A Shadow on Our Hearts: Soldier-poetry, morality, and the American war 
in Vietnam about the history and future of these soldier poets.

Segment 2: Privacy Online

Thanks to online shopping, internet banks and social media, our information has never been more 
vulnerable to theft. We explore what exactly is in all of those privacy agreements we often agree to 
without reading, and how we can try to reclaim our privacy in a digital world.

September 16 2018

Segment 2: The Sex Offender Reintegration Crisis

Sexual offenders have to live by a very particular set of rules. They can’t live near playgrounds, they’re 
on a registry for life. These rules exist to make everyone safer. But they also can limit a reformed 
criminal’s ability to reintegrate into everyday life and be productive members of society.

September 22

Segment 1: The Uncertain Future of Cash

As technology evolves, more and more of us are relying on credit cards, debit cards and even apps like 
Venmo or Zelle to make payments. Gone are the days of physically cashing your check, now almost all of 



us use all direct-deposit. So what is the future of cash? We talk to one expert who lays out some of the 
nefarious uses of bills and coins.

Segment 2: Losing It All: The collapse of Stroh Brewing Company

Frances Stroh grew up in the family that owned America’s third biggest brewer, Stroh Brewing 
Company. As she aged into adulthood, she watched as both the brewery and her family life fell apart. 
She talks about the struggles the company faced, how her family dealt with it, and when a legacy can 
become a burden.

September 29

Segment 1: Hank Green on the Internet, Fame, and Our Reaction Culture

Hank Green has a massive internet presence as a podcaster, vlogger, tweeter, and more. Now, he’s 
become an author. His new book, An Absolutely Remarkable Thing, deals with internet fame and our 
reactionary culture head-on. He joins the show to discuss these issues, and whether is the internet is 
good.

Segment 2: Spies and Soldiers: The roles women held during the Civil War

We know so much about the men of the Civil War, but the women from the war are all but forgotten in 
our history. Historian Karen Abbott decided to change that. She tells the story of several women who 
helped their sides during the Civil War.


