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***All Viewpoints programs ran each Saturday from 7:30am - 8:00am***

April 7

Segment 1: A Spy in the Civil Rights Movement

The Civil Rights Movement was a momentous period in the history of the United States. Iconic photos of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., the Emmett Till Trial, and many other important events that occurred during 
the movement cover pages of history textbooks and articles honoring their work in changing the 
country. But, who took these famous photos? The photographer was a man named Ernest Withers who 
learned how to take photos during his time serving the army in World War II. While many of Withers ’
photos are widely circulated and well known for their effectiveness in rallying people to join the Civil 
Rights Movement, there is an aspect of his life that has been less popularized over the years. Marc 
Perrusquia, author of A Spy in Canaan: How the FBI Used a Famous Photographer to Infiltrate the Civil 
Rights Movement, explains that Withers was recruited during this time to be a spy for the FBI. 
Perrusquia states that he was an appealing recruit for the FBI due to his outgoing personality, 
photography skills, involvement in the community, and time spent in the military and the police force. 
Despite working in favor of the Civil Rights Movement, Withers helped the FBI to identify and keep track 
of a number of individuals that they believed were being influenced by Communist beliefs, some of 
which were very involved with the movement. While his work for President Hoover and the FBI who 
thought that the leaders of the Civil Rights Movements were dangerous can be seen as controversial in 
accordance with his other work, Perrusquia explains that he does not believe that Withers ’work for the 
Civil Rights Movement should be viewed as any less important. In order to learn more about the history 
of the Civil Rights Movement and Ernest Withers involvement, listen to author Marc Perrusquia as he 
joins us on this week’s show. For more information, purchase a copy of his book A Spy in Canaan: How 
the FBI Used a Famous Photographer to Infiltrate the Civil Rights Movement.

Segment 2: Practicing Kindness

Everyday, the news seems to present us with more and more bad news which can be discouraging, and 
often affect our outlook on the world. But, these daily occurrences do not have to influence us as much 
as they do. Tara Cousineau, clinical psychologist and author of The Kindness Cure: How the Science of 
Compassion Can Heal Your Heart and Your World, explains that if people can learn to counteract the 
predisposed negativity around them by being more thoughtful and less judgmental, they may 
experience more kindness in their lives. Yet, many people have a difficult time doing this because it is 
often difficult to unlearn behaviors.

April 14

Segment 1: A Peek Into the Minds of Real Life Con Men

Have you ever been conned by a con artist? Chances are you probably do not know. That is why so many 
con men are able to get away with their scams because people simply do not know that they are being 
deceived. Maria Konnikova, psychologist and author of The Confidence Game: Why We Fall For It…Every 



Time, explains that con artists are often hard to recognize because they are charismatic people who 
come off as just being really friendly. Yet, this is far from the truth for many con artists.

Segment 2: Religious Strife and Refugees: The 1947 Partition of India

The partition of India in 1947 is a historical event that often goes untold, despite being one of the largest 
mass migrations in the world. But, author Veera Hiranandani feels that it is important to talk about this 
time in history more now than ever. The author, whose book The Night Diary details the story of a young 
girl who lives in the midst of the partition of India, explains that this important event in history is losing 
the opportunity to be told by the people who experienced it because many of the people who were 
children during the partition are in their 80s and older. With this in mind, Hiranandani set out to write a 
book that focused on aspects of the partition of India that many people are unaware of.

April 21

Segment 1: The Rise of Confrontational Politics

Controversial politicians are nothing new in American politics, but the recent election of Donald Trump 
proved just how influential high-conflict politicians can be on the public. However, many people wonder 
what makes these high-conflict individuals so appealing, and how they manage to argue their way into 
powerful positions. We talk to two experts about how high-conflict politicians become so successful.

Segment 2: The Overblown Importance of What College You Attend

Today, more than ever, there is an immense amount of pressure put on high school students to attend 
either an Ivy League or another elite college. When students are not accepted to these kinds of colleges, 
it is devastating and they often feel that their success in life will be impacted tremendously.

April 28

Segment 1: Adventures and Explorations

While being an explorer sounds like a job of the past or one reserved for fictitious characters, many 
people today still do consider themselves to be explorers. But, since there are no longer new territories 
waiting to be discovered, how do modern-day explorers bring new life to adventures and explorations?

Segment 2: Tips and Tricks for Cooking at Home

Sometimes it is nice to enjoy a meal out, but too many meals out at restaurants can become really 
expensive and make it difficult to maintain a diet. But, not everybody enjoys cooking, and some people 
may even find it difficult to cook a good meal. Most people would agree that eating out and staying in 
are two different experiences. Chef and author of Dining In Alison Roman agrees, explaining that being 
able to have people over and cooking for people you love provides a different way to spend your time 
and money. Cooking can make people feel good, however this feeling usually relies on the outcome of 
the meal.



May 5
Segment 1: Our Right to Privacy in the Social Media Age

With the increased use of advanced technology and constant access to social media, many people have 
started to question their right to privacy, and what that even means, when all their personal information 
has become public. Jennifer E. Rothman, Professor of Law at Loyola Law School in Los Angeles, explains 
that in recent years, people have become more willing to put their information on social media accounts 
that are accessible to the public. However, this does not mean that people do not want to have control 
over the information. Rothman states that many social media sites take the information and pictures 
posted by the users and sell it. While this seems like it would be illegal, users often consent to this when 
they agree to the terms and conditions. There are many laws out there working to protect social media 
users from having their information used by the sites, but many people do not know how these laws 
works.

May 12

Segment 2: The Ethical Implications of Genetic Screenings on Children

Genetic testing is the new frontier of the healthcare industry. It’s advancement has uncovered new 
diagnoses, treatments, and ethical implications.

May 19

Segment 1: Honoring the Soldiers Who Fought in Vietnam

The Vietnam War was an unpopular war and soldiers came home to a society that didn’t approve of or 
appreciate their service. Elizabeth Partridge, author of Boots on the Ground: America’s War in Vietnam, 
first got involved with the war as a protestor. Partridge didn’t have much to do with Vietnam for many 
years after until she visited the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial and found herself overcome with emotion 
while reading the soldier’s names.

Segment 2: Men’s Place in the #MeToo Movement

The #MeToo movement has been getting headlines for months now. The movement was started by 
women, but men still have a role to serve in the fight for equality and in the elimination of sexism and 
misogyny.

May 26

Segment 1: Helping Save the Bees

Bees are in trouble. As the population of bees decreases, experts are concerned that the fruits and 
vegetables that bees help pollinate will also decrease. Lynn Brunelle, award-winning writer for Bill Nye 
the Science Guy and author of Turn This Book Into a Beehive and 19 Other Experiments and Activities 



That Explore the Amazing World of Bees, talks about the importance of inviting both honeybees and 
wild bees into our backyards.

Segment 2: Financial Corruption and The Fed’s Pursuit of SAC Capital

While the world of Wall Street may seem far away to most, Sheelah Kolhatkar, former hedge fund 
analyst and author of Black Edge: Inside information, dirty money and the quest to bring down the most 
wanted man on Wall Street, says that it is closer to our lives than you may think. Her nonfiction book 
traces the story of the FBI and Department of Justice’s recent investigation of Steve Cohen and his 
company SAC Capital for insider trading.

June 2

Segment 1: Discovering the Maya Civilization

While some past explorers get plenty of press, others ’adventures go virtually unknown. William Carlsen 
tells the story of two men and their rarely heard tale of exploration in his book Jungle of Stone: The 
Extraordinary Journey of John L. Stephens and Frederick Catherwood, and the Discovery of the Lost 
Civilization of the Maya.

Segment 2: Communicating with School-Aged Boys: A Psychologist’s Advice

Many parents and educators struggle to connect and communicate with adolescent boys. Dr. Adam Cox, 
clinical psychologist for over 20 years and author of Cracking the Boy Code: How to understand and talk 
with boys, explains what he’s learned after devoting his career to engaging with school-aged boys. The 
majority of young boys are not natural communicators, so Dr. Cox breaks down why this is and what 
parents can do differently to have better conversations with their sons.

June 9

Segment 1: Is Cursive Still Worth It?

Many schools are removing cursive lessons from their classrooms, basing this decision on the prevalence 
of technology in modern life. This decision may not be best for our children though, and it is already 
having a major impact. Jan Olsen, occupational therapist and President of Handwriting Without Tears, 
and Margaret Shepherd, calligrapher and author of Learn World Calligraphy, tell us why cursive is still an 
important life skill today.

Segment 2: The Fight for Paternity Leave

Bringing a new baby home calls for a time of readjusting and bonding, but in two-income households, 
it’s often hard to find time for this, especially for fathers. Josh Levs, a journalist, father of three, and 
author of the book All In: How our work-first culture fails dads, families, and businesses – and how we 
can fix it together, explains his own experience fighting for paternity leave and why it’s important for 
families, businesses, and the economy.



June 16

Segment 1: Farming in Cities

While farming may seem like a rural occupation, urban gardens are starting to infiltrate major cities 
around the world. Michael Ableman, author of the book Street Farm: Growing Food, Jobs and Hope on 
the Urban Frontier, is the co-founder and director of Sole Food Street Farms in Vancouver, British 
Columbia. And, Deirdre Bradley-Turner is the director of Community Service and Service Learning at 
Emmanuel College in Boston, which is part of the Mission and Ministry Office at the college. These two 
guests explain the impact that urban farming can have on a community.

Segment 2: Weather: Past and Future

While weather is often a day-to-day occurrence for many of us, the history of the earth’s climate and 
humanity’s relationship to it actually creates a fascinating story. Andrew Revkin, weather expert and 
historian, summarizes 100 key moments of this chronology in his book Weather: An Illustrated History 
From Cloud Atlases to Climate Change.

June 23

Segment 1: Creating Better Teams

Teamwork makes the dream work. Our culture loves teams, but Shane Snow, entrepreneur and author 
of Dream Teams: Working Together Without Falling Apart, argues that teams have more potential than 
we realize. While many think of a successful team as one with peace and harmony, Snow says that signs 
of disagreement and friction are better indicators of a good team. He explains more about cognitive 
friction and diversity and their role in making teams live up to their reputation.

Segment 2: The Value of Our Public Libraries

With recent governmental budget cuts, many public services are beginning to suffer. Not least among 
these are public libraries. While some still consider the work of libraries as outdated and unnecessary, 
Dr. Timothy Crist, president of the Board of Trustees for The Newark Public Library in New Jersey, and 
Karin Slaughter, author and founder of Save the Libraries, explain why taking funds away from libraries 
can result in long-term detriments to the community.

June 30

Segment 1: Domestic Violence: How It Happens and How to Stop It

Domestic violence statistics show that one in three females and one in four males will be the victim of 
physical or emotional abuse by an intimate partner over the course of their lifetime in the US. The 
immediate questions from these staggering statistics are why does this happen and what can be done to 
stop it? Dr. Shannon Karl, Associate Professor in the School of Psychology at Nova Southeastern 
University in Ft. Lauderdale, FL, and Dr. Jay Richards, forensic psychologist on the faculty of Washington 
University and Seattle University and author of the novel Silhouette of Virtue, discuss the answers to 
these essential questions about domestic violence.

Segment 2: How Comedy Became King



We love to laugh. Our lives are filled with humor in various forms, from comedy shows to joke books. 
Ken Jennings, former Jeopardy champion and author of Planet Funny: How Comedy Took Over Our 
Culture, calls Twitter “one big joke contest.” Jennings explains more about the abundance of comedy in 
our culture and whether it’s a good thing.


