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Section I. Issues

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in this quarter: 

A. COVID-19
B. Public health
C. Local government 
D. Children and youth at risk
E. Education
F. Mental health 

Section II. Responsive Programs 

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above referenced issues. Programming 
dealing with each issue is set out below.

A. COVID-19

1. Radio Health Journal, July 25, 2021, 6:30-6:45a – We Are Not OK. Where COVID-19 vaccination is high, 
it’s a getting-back-to-normal world after the pandemic. But even some vaccinated people won’t return 
to normal for months or years because of the psychological effects. Experts discuss why this occurs and 
how people can help themselves return to mental health.

2. Minnesota Matters, Aug. 8, 2021, 6:20-6:30a – Minnesota Vikings quarterback Kirk Cousins missed 
several practices due to being an unvaccinated close COVID contact. Cousins has been steadfast in his 
unvaccinated stance. How will it impact the Vikings this season? 

3. Minnesota Matters, Aug. 22, 2021, 6:00-6:10a – Another Minnesota COVID numbers update, and 
health guidance on the eve of Minnesota State Fair Week 1. How will the Fair be handling and 
combating COVID? 

B. Public health

1. Radio Health Journal, July 18, 2021, 6:30-6:45a – Advances against lung cancer. More people die of 
lung cancer than breast, prostate, and colon cancer combined. A decade ago, a lung cancer diagnosis 
was often a death sentence. But now treatments are being developed that mean it can often be treated, 
especially if screening detects it early. A patient/advocate and researcher discuss.

2. Radio Health Journal, July 25, 2021, 6:45-6:55a – Elderly injuries. A new study shows that people over 
age 70 are three times more likely than younger people to die when they fall. Older people also take 
more medications with a fall risk, and which pose a risk themselves when someone taking them falls. 
Experts discuss these complications and why it’s important to prevent falls and other injuries.       



3. Radio Health Journal, Aug. 1, 2021, 6:30-6:45a – Hospital price transparency. Hospitals are now 
required to post prices for many procedures on their websites, including cash prices and what insurers 
pay. The intent of the federal rule is to allow patients to shop around, putting pressure on hospitals to 
compete on price. However, many hospitals have yet to follow the rule. Experts discuss the rule, its 
likely outcome, and how patients can use it to their advantage.  

4. Radio Health Journal, Aug. 15, 2021, 6:45-6:55a – The danger of symptom searching on the internet. 
One of the most popular searches on Google is for symptoms and what they mean. It’s created a much 
more well informed patient population, but one that may panic at the least pain or discomfort. Two 
experts discuss how to think of symptoms and how to search for them.

C. Local government 

1. Radio Health Journal, July 11, 2021, 6:30-6:45a – How to speed up your drive: Don’t turn left. Traffic 
engineers are learning that they can increase road efficiency and safety by eliminating left turns at many 
busy intersections, even those that have left turn arrows. This increases distance traveled for some 
people--some may have to make three right turns instead--but virtually everyone benefits in travel time, 
as package carrier UPS has learned. A traffic engineer and UPS official discuss how it could work. 

2. Minnesota Matters, July 25, 2021, 6:00-6:10a – State Democratic leaders, including Governor Tim 
Walz, are calling for Representative John Thompson to resign from the legislature. To this point, 
Thompson refuses. An update. 

3. Minnesota Matters, Sept. 5, 2021, 6:00-6:10a – Minnesota Governor Tim Walz joins the show to 
discuss wildfires in Northern Minnesota, recent drought activity, and also the latest statewide COVID 
numbers and information. Plus, Walz discusses a “topsy turvy” week in state politics. 

D. Children and youth at risk

1. Radio Health Journal, July 18, 2021, 6:45-6:55a – Poor and rural kids in crisis. A study by Save the 
Children shows on a county-by-county basis that children in poor and rural counties, especially in the 
south, are much less likely to survive into adulthood, and when they do, they’re often forced to become 
adults too soon by poverty, pregnancy, and lack of education. A Save the Children expert discusses 
factors that hurt children and ways they might be alleviated.

2. Radio Health Journal, Aug. 1, 2021, 6:45-6:55a – Sometimes not man’s best friend: Dog bites. Nearly 
40 percent of American homes have a dog, and while dogs may be “man’s best friend,” sometimes they 
bite, and sometimes with serious consequences. An expert who has studied dog bites discusses the 
reality of breed temperament, especially when children are around, how to prevent bites, and whether 
breeds with dangerous reputations deserve them.

3. Radio Health Journal, Aug. 22, 2021, 6:45-6:55a – Nursemaid’s elbow. Swinging small children around 
by their arms may be fun, but it can lead to a very common injury, “nursemaid’s elbow,” an elbow 
dislocation, and each instance makes the next more likely. Physicians who treat it—and have 
experienced it in their own children—discuss the injury, its treatment and prevention.



E. Education 

1. Minnesota Matters, Aug. 8, 2021, 6:00-6:10a – Minnesota Department of Education Commissioner 
Heather Mueller joined to discuss the upcoming school year, and how COVID will impact kids and 
teachers for the second straight year. 

2. Radio Health Journal, Sept. 5, 2021, 6:30-6:45a – Back to school with COVID. Schools that just a couple 
of months ago imagined opening free of great pandemic worry are now facing a Delta variant that’s 
even more contagious than the original. Yet last year’s experience is telling experts and administrators 
that school can be held safely if masking and other protocols are followed. Two pediatricians who are 
experts in how infectious disease affects schools discuss reopening for the school year.

3. Minnesota Matters, Sept. 12, 2021, 6:10-6:20a – Education MN’s Denise Specht on the challenges of a 
new school year. What challenges, in particular, will teachers and educators face throughout the 2021-
22 school year? 

F. Mental health

1. Radio Health Journal, July 4, 2021, 6:45-6:55a – The psychology of procrastination. Most people 
procrastinate at least now and then. But when we put something off, we’re usually facing not a time 
management problem, but an emotion management problem. Experts discuss what’s going on in our 
heads when we procrastinate.

2. Radio Health Journal, July 11, 2021, 6:45-6:55a – Rethinking dementia. Dementia has a much wider 
range than most people think, and people with dementia are usually functional for years. An expert 
discusses the course of the disease and how life can still be positive for years before it reaches the late, 
debilitating stage most people think of when they hear the word “dementia.”

3. Radio Health Journal, Aug. 29, 2021, 6:30-6:45a – Prisons and the mentally ill. Many people in prison 
have a mental illness that keeps them from following the rules of society. Prison, its rules, and often its 
punitive intent may be the worst place for them, especially since treatment is often lacking there. A 
noted prison psychiatrist and behavioral scientist discusses this, and alternatives that may produce less 
recidivism when these inmates are released back into society.

4. Radio Health Journal, Sept. 26, 2021, 6:30-6:45a – The loneliness epidemic. Loneliness has been 
increasing across all ages even before the pandemic. It’s especially noteworthy among seniors, and it 
can dramatically affect mental and physical health. An expert geriatrician who has studied the effects of 
loneliness and the leader of an organization that provides friendly visitors to the isolated elderly discuss 
causes of increasing loneliness, its impact, and the effectiveness of visitor programs.


