
ISSUES PROGRAMS LIST
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St. Paul, Minnesota
Apr. 1 – June 30, 2021

Section I. Issues

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in this quarter: 

A. COVID-19
B. Public health
C. Minnesota politics 
D. Derek Chauvin trial
E. Education
F. Parenting 

Section II. Responsive Programs 

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above referenced issues. Programming 
dealing with each issue is set out below.

A. COVID-19

1. Radio Health Journal, April 4, 2021, 6:30-6:45a – Assessing the psychological wreckage of the 
pandemic: Many people are relieved that, thanks to vaccines, the COVID-19 pandemic seems to be 
waning. But the mental health wreckage of the last year will take longer to overcome. Experts discuss 
how it’s showing up and what people can do to get back on track.  

2. Radio Health Journal, April 11, 2021, 6:45-6:55a – The pandemic in historical perspective: Plagues 
such as COVID-19 are nothing new, and this pandemic is far from the worst the world has ever faced. A 
physician and historian examines COVID in comparison to other pandemics and discusses the lessons 
that will serve us well in the future.

3. Radio Health Journal, April 18, 2021, 6:45-6:55a – Tracing COVID in animals and water: Scientists are 
testing hundreds of different kinds of animals as well as waste and storm water for COVID-19, looking 
for reservoirs for possible mutation. They’ve learned even pets can possibly harbor the virus but 
probably aren’t a threat. An expert discusses how the knowledge will combat COVID variants.  

4. Radio Health Journal, May 23, 2021, 6:45-6:55a – COVID and kidney disease: Covid-19 is usually a 
respiratory disease, but it can affect virtually any organ in the body. The nation’s top kidney disease 
expert discusses how Covid can prompt life-threatening kidney effects in the previously healthy, and 
how those with kidney disease are more susceptible to severe Covid infection.

5. Radio Health Journal, May 30, 2021, 6:30-6:45a – Missing the goal of herd immunity: Since the Covid-
19 pandemic began, public health experts have looked to vaccines with the goal of creating “herd 
immunity,” where so many people are vaccinated that the virus stalls out. Now it is clear we will not 
reach that goal, meaning the threat of the pandemic may drag on for years. One of the nation’s leading 



infectious disease experts discusses how we are missing the target and what it means.

B. Public health

1. Radio Health Journal, May 16, 2021, 6:45-6:55a – The changing face of colon cancer: Colon cancer is 
striking much younger people than it used to, leading experts to lower the age on screening 
recommendations. A noted colon surgeon discusses screening and treatment options, and the way 
Covid-19 has changed patients’ approach to getting screened.

2. Radio Health Journal, May 23, 2021, 6:30-6:45a – Keeping generic drugs safe: Since the 1980’s, almost 
all production of generic drugs has moved overseas, where FDA inspectors have a much tougher time 
making sure they’re following rules for safety. An investigative journalist describes the ways she’s found 
that many drugmakers cut corners, putting safety at risk, and details what consumers can do to protect 
themselves.    

3. Radio Health Journal, June 6, 2021, 6:30-6:45a – Undiagnosed mystery diseases: Hundreds of patients 
nationally have diseases that have confounded doctors and yielded no diagnosis and no reliable 
treatment. Today the Undiagnosed Diseases Network, founded and funded by the NIH, helps these 
patients, but its funding is uncertain beyond 2022. Patients and a physician leader of the UDN discuss 
the lonely plight of these patients and the hope UDN provides.      

4. Radio Health Journal, June 20, 2021, 6:45-6:55a – Tonsil stones: Some people find that small “stones” 
are growing on their tonsils. They’re an accumulation of skin cells, food, and other debris. While they are 
not medically dangerous or painful, they often produce bad breath or sometimes pain. Two expert 
physicians discuss tonsil stones’ formation and treatment.  

C. Minnesota politics 

1. Minnesota Matters, May 16, 2021, 6:00-6:10a – Discussion about the Minnesota state budget and the 
potential of the legalization of marijuana, which has gained momentum in recent months at the state 
capitol.

2. Minnesota Matters, June 6, 2021, 6:00-6:10a – Minnesota lawmakers prepare for a special session, 
which will include a discussion about allowing any area of state government to keep operating at current 
spending levels should lawmakers not agree on a new budget. 

3. Minnesota Matters, June 27, 2021, 6:00-6:10a – Minnesota legislative special session in review: The 
special session ended with Gov. Tim Walz signing all of this year’s omnibus budget bills into law 
before the new fiscal year, and also the end of the peacetime emergency.

D. Derek Chauvin trial

1. Minnesota Matters, April 4, 2021, 6:00-6:10a – Derek Chauvin trial analysis with Hamline Professor 
David Schultz, who is a nationally recognized expert in law, politics and the media’s place in both. 



2. Minnesota Matters, April 18, 2021, 6:00-6:10a – An update on the Derek Chauvin trial, plus reaction 
to news of the Daunte Wright shooting, which has reignited tensions in the Twin Cities between 
community members and police officers. 
 
3. Minnesota Matters, May 2, 2021, 6:00-6:10a – Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison joins to 
discuss the guilty verdicts in the Derek Chauvin trial and his team’s process for winning the case. 

E. Education 

1. Radio Health Journal, April 4, 2021, 6:45-6:55a -- The benefits of writing by hand: Today’s students 
often type their assignments, no matter the grade level. Writing by hand is done less frequently, and 
some students are barely able to produce cursive writing. However, studies show that writing by hand 
creates a better connection to the brain for learning content. Experts discuss how we might tap this 
connection in an increasingly tech world.

2. Radio Health Journal, May 9, 2021, 6:45-6:55a -- Research ethics now vs. then: In the mid-1960’s, 
many Ivy League and Seven Sister colleges as well as prestigious prep schools allowed researchers to 
photograph incoming students naked as part of work on a now-discredited theory linking physical 
characteristics to leadership potential. A former student who went through it, now a physician and 
writer, discusses how research ethics have changed in the last 50 years.

3. Minnesota Matters, June 6, 2021, 6:10-6:20a – Gophers Athletic Director Mark Coyle joins to discuss 
the University of Minnesota’s “Week of Giving,” which looks to raise funds for a number of important 
causes, including the Student Emergency Fund, the U of M Scholarship in honor of George Floyd and 
others. 

F. Parenting

1. Radio Health Journal, May 16, 2021, 6:30-6:45a – The COVID baby bust: The US birth rate has been 
declining since the Crash of 2008, but it took an even larger decline during the pandemic to levels 
unseen since the Great Depression. Today fertility rates are below replacement levels, which could have 
big impacts on education, employment, and the tax base years down the road. Experts discuss how 
people make fertility decisions and the impacts they can have on the nation.

2. Radio Health Journal, June 13, 2021, 6:30-6:45a – How masks have affected children’s language 
development: Infants, toddlers, and grade school children use many cues to learn language. Some of 
them are visual, involving seeing the mouth move. Some depend on clearly hearing speech. Both have 
been impacted by mask wearing during the pandemic. Experts now studying how far behind children are 
as a result discuss how language develops in children and how it’s been affected in the pandemic.      

3. Radio Health Journal, June 20, 2021, 6:30-6:45a – Sudden unexplained death of a child: Each year, 
some 400 US children over age 1, most of them toddlers, die overnight for no known reason. Families, 
longing for answers, often find that their families, friends, and even pediatricians are unfamiliar with this 
classification of death, or that they even occur. Family members who have lost a child, a medical 
examiner, and a research expert who has lost a child discuss SUDC.



4. Radio Health Journal, June 27, 2021, 6:30-6:45a – Growth hormone for short kids: Thousands of 
parents take their children to doctors each year seeking synthetic growth hormone to cure their 
relatively short stature, even though most of these children are merely late bloomers and have nothing 
wrong with them. Growth hormone also makes less difference in height than parents often imagine. 
Studies show that short stature generally does not create psychological damage. Experts discuss the 
issue.


