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Jan. 1 – Mar. 31, 2021

Section I. Issues

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in this quarter: 

A. COVID-19
B. Public health
C. Diet & Nutrition 
D. Mental Health
E. Minnesota politics
F. Attack on U.S. Capitol 

Section II. Responsive Programs 

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above referenced issues. Programming 
dealing with each issue is set out below.

A. COVID-19

1. Radio Health Journal, Jan. 3, 2021, 6:30-6:45a – Covid Messaging: Why communications is life or 
death. Poor communication and mixed messages have contributed greatly to poor acceptance of anti-
coronavirus actions such as masking and social distancing, and experts fear it may be the same with the 
new vaccines. Experts discuss what we’ve done right in messaging and the lessons from what we’ve 
done wrong.

2. Radio Health Journal, Jan. 17, 2021, 6:30-6:45a – Employees and vaccines: Some Americans say there 
is no way they’ll get a COVID-19 vaccine, yet some may have no choice if they want to keep their jobs. 
Law allows workplaces to require safety-related vaccines for workers. Businesses may even begin to 
require proof of vaccination among customers to maintain safe environments. An expert on health law 
discusses.

3. Radio Health Journal, Jan. 24, 2021, 6:45-6:55a – Living too clean during COVID: The COVID pandemic 
has prompted people to clean and disinfect more than ever. However, experts believe that humans 
need a certain amount of germs for our immune systems to work properly. One expert discusses her 
concern that we’re living too clean in the pandemic, and how we can benefit from “good bugs” without 
danger from the bad ones.

4. Minnesota Matters, Jan. 31, 2021, 6:10-6:20a - Minnesota COVID vaccine update from the Minnesota 
Department of Health. What are the timelines for various groups of Minnesotans to be eligible for a 
vaccine?

5. Radio Health Journal, Jan. 31, 2021, 6:30-6:45a – New Covid variants: The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention predicts that a new, more contagious version of COVID-19 will become the predominant 



strain by March, testing the new vaccine’s effectiveness. At the same time, researchers are trying to find 
ways to get the vaccine to more people more quickly by lengthening time between doses, with unknown 
results. Infectious disease experts discuss where we are in the fight. spirits and reducing the need for 
medications. A therapist and program director at one such nursing home discusses how llamas, 
chickens, goats, and mini horses have found a home, to the benefit of residents.

B. Public health

1. Radio Health Journal, Feb. 14, 2021, 6:30-6:45a – Car crashes increased. The number of cars on the 
road has been dramatically lower during the pandemic, yet the number of crash deaths has actually 
increased. That means the number of crashes and traffic deaths per mile driven have skyrocketed. 
Experts discuss this unprecedented scenario and what we can do about it.

2. Radio Health Journal, Feb. 14, 2021, 6:45-6:55a – Proof of vaccine needed? Proof of having received 
COVID-19 vaccine may soon be required for boarding a plane, going to a ball game, going to school, 
having a job or eating in some restaurants. An expert involved in the design of a passport app discusses 
how it would all work.

3. Radio Health Journal, Feb. 21, 2021, 6:30-6:45a – Ending Parkinson’s Disease: Parkinson’s disease has 
become one of the fastest-growing diseases and causes of disability in the world. Evidence shows that 
environmental toxins such as pesticides play a role. Experts discuss what we know about Parkinson’s 
and how we could curtail its rise, saving lives and restoring quality of life.

4. Radio Health Journal, Feb. 28, 2021, 6:45-6:55a – Hormones were unknown until a little more than 
100 years ago, and experts admit we still have a lot to learn. An expert author details the discovery of 
hormones and how our growing knowledge has shaped treatment of many diseases and conditions.

C. Diet & Nutrition 

1. Radio Health Journal, Jan. 17, 2021, 6:45-6:55a – What determines our food preferences? Scientists 
are discovering that our food preferences are much more than a matter of taste, and that taste itself is 
more complicated than we thought. Psychology also plays a role. An expert discusses what determines 
preferences, such as why some people like jalapeno peppers & black coffee, and some don’t.

2. Radio Health Journal, Jan. 31, 2021, 6:45-6:55a – How to prevent food waste. During the Super Bowl, 
leftovers from gatherings—even small ones--may threaten to take over the refrigerator. An expert 
discusses consumer-friendly how-to’s, including how to read labels, that can lengthen food life and help 
avoid food waste.  

3. Minnesota Matters, Mar. 7, 2021, 6:15-6:25a – The Salvation Army Food Drive. The Salvation Army is 
holding six pop-up drive-through events next week for Minneapolis-area residents to drop off donations. 
It’s their largest ever food drive and aims to collect 2 million pounds of nonperishable items.

D. Mental Health 



1. Radio Health Journal, Jan. 3, 2021, 6:45-6:55a – Effects of childhood trauma: Researchers have found 
that severe emotional trauma in childhood triggers physical disease later in life, and has a cumulative 
effect. An award-winning science writer who has researched the topic discusses findings.
 
2. Radio Health Journal, Feb. 7, 2021, 6:30-6:45a – Exhaustion on front lines of pandemic: Healthcare 
workers in ERs and ICUs are in their 11th month of fighting COVID-19 and its exhaustion and depression. 
Two front-line doctors describe how they’re managing to stay optimistic amid so much chaos, and how 
the vaccine has given them a goal, keeping them afloat. 

3. Minnesota Matters, Feb. 14, 2021, 6:00-6:10a – Retrospective on the clinic shooting in Buffalo, MN 
that saw a 67-year-old man kill five people. The shooter exhibited several warning signs leading up to 
the incident, but those warning signs went unheeded. 

E. Minnesota politics

1. Minnesota Matters, Jan. 31, 2021, 6:00-6:10a – Reaction to Governor Tim Walz unveiling his $52 
billion budget for 2022-23, which includes tax increases on the wealthiest Minnesotans.

2. Minnesota Matters, Feb. 21, 2021, 6:00-6:10a – Governor Tim Walz’s $35 million safety fund bill stirs 
controversy at State Capitol. Walz says the bill will help law enforcement respond to major public safety 
issues.

3. Minnesota Matters, Feb. 28, 2021, 6:00-6:10a – An analysis of Governor Tim Walz’s use of emergency 
powers, and analysis of his political presence at large.

F. Attack on U.S. Capitol

1. Minnesota Matters, Jan. 10, 2021, 6:00-6:15a – Chaos at the U-S Capitol with Sen Smith, Reps Craig, 
Omar, McCollum, Carleton College political expert Steven Schier on ramifications, new state legislative 
session.

2. Minnesota Matters, Jan. 17, 2021, 6:00-6:15a – MN Representatives discuss the idea of impeaching 
President Donald Trump, and also Minnesota State Capitol security following the attacks on the U.S. 
Capitol. 

3. Minnesota Matters, Jan. 24, 2021, 6:00-6:15a – Sen. Smith and Rep. Emmer discuss the ongoing 
Donald Trump impeachment process. Does impeachment make sense even after Joe Biden’s 
inauguration? 


