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Section I.  Issues.  

KRFO-AM has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in 
this quarter:   
 

A. Local Government:  Specifically, the linking of the City of Medford’s waste water to the 
City of Faribault’s waste water treatment plant. By connecting the two Medford will be 
saving local taxpayers money rather than building a new treatment plant in Medford.  
 

B. Youth and Education: Specifically, the cost barrier seen in the community for children 
attending school. According to the Owatonna School District 31% of Owatonna students 
cannot afford the school supplies or receive free or reduced lunches. And how area 4-H 
clubs and FFA chapters help to not only educate involved youth but teach them basic 
principals of business, marketing, and economics.  
 

C. Veteran Services: Important information for area veterans as the Minnesota Department 
of Veterans Affairs states that “Military service members and their families can face 
frequent relocation, deployment and difficult transitions back to civilian life. In addition 
to the strain this can put on families, frequent moves can also lead to challenges for 
spouses to find employment, all of which can lead to financial instability and high levels 
of debt.” Steele County Veteran Services states that there are approximately 4000 
veterans in Steele County as well as their family members.  
 

D. Health and Well Being:  According to the American Red Cross, about one in seven 
people entering a hospital need blood. One pint of blood can save up to three lives. 
Healthy adults who are at least 17 years old, and at least 110 pounds may donate about a 
pint of blood - the most common form of donation - every 56 days, or every two months.   
 

E. Community Affairs: A focus on local community fundraisers, activities, and happenings 
including local need for the Steele County food shelf has been so high they were 
fundraising to meet the needs. According to datausa.io nearly 10% (9.94%) of the 
population in Steele County lives at or below the poverty line.  

  



Section II.  Responsive Programs  

KRFO-AM has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above-referenced issues.  
Programming dealing with each issue is set out below. 
 

A. Local Government: 
 

“Talk of the Town” Broadcast on July 3rd, August 7th, and September 4th, 9:30 
am; Duration 30 minutes. The Mayor of Medford came in to discuss the main street 
reconstruction project, an economic micro-grant program, and the reasoning behind 
linking the City of Medford’s waste water with the City of Faribault’s waste water 
treatment plant. The wastewater project is a part of a larger project that proposes the City 
of Faribault to also link to the waste water from a development 15 miles North of 
Faribault in the near future.   

 
B. Childhood Education: 

 
“Talk of the Town – Steele County Free Fair” Broadcast August 13-16th, 

9:30am; Duration 30 minutes. During the Steele County Free Fair, various members of 
the area’s 4H and FFA chapters came and discussed why 4-H and FFA are important not 
only to area youth, but to the communities they operate in as well. 

 
“Talk of the Town” Broadcast on August 28th, 9:30am; Duration 30 minutes. 

The chair of the Children’s Referral Fund Board talked about the need for donations to 
keep up with the increasing community demand for school supplies, medical treatments, 
and meals for area school children.   

 
C. Veteran Services: 

 
“Talk of the Town” Broadcast on September 3rd, 9:30am; Duration 30 minutes. 

An interview with the organizer of the Yellow Ribbon Suicide Ride in Steele County. 
The interview centered around reaching out to children in military families and veteran’s 
families about suicide prevention and what to be looking for in terms of warning signs.    

 
D. Health and Well Being:   

 
“Mayo Clinic Radio Show” Broadcasted every Sunday in July, August, and 

September from 7-8am; Duration 60 minutes. Among the topics discussed were during 
the months of July through September were non-invasive heart surgery, reverse shoulder 
replacement, and sinus conditions and treatments. 

 
“Talk of the Town” Broadcast on July 31st, 9:30am; Duration 30 minutes. 

Volunteers with the American Red Cross discussed the need for blood donations as there 
was a national shortage of blood available. Also discussed was the age in which you can 
start to make blood donations, and upcoming blood drives.  

 



 
E. Community Affairs 

 
“Talk of the Town” Broadcast on July 2nd, 9:30am; Duration 30 minutes. Steele 

County Food Shelf volunteers came in to discuss that all donations for the month of July 
were going to be matched up to $4,000. Need for the food shelf’s assistance was still at a 
all time high for the area.    
 
             “Talk of the Town” Broadcasted July 16th, 9:30am; Duration 30 minutes. The 
director of the Steele County Relay for Life stopped in to discuss ways that community 
members could volunteer, contribute, and assist in the event. The director also gave an 
update on the annual fight against cancer program that raises funds for those dealing with 
cancer treatments.    

 
 
All of the above issues were also dealt with through local news stories that ran a minimum 
of 5 times throughout the above time frames. 

 
 

 
 


