
 
POLITICAL DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

OF TIME SALES POLICIES FOR 
Stephens Media Group, Massena, NY 

 
 
The following sets forth the policies and practices of WMSA, WRCD, WVLF, regarding the sale of political 
time 
 
 
 1. Applicability: 
 
  These policies apply only to broadcast “uses” (as defined below) by legally qualified 

candidates for public office or their authorized campaign organizations to promote their 
candidacy; they are not applicable to announcements or programming placed by 
independent political action committees, to purchases by non-candidates, or to non-
candidate “issue” advertising.  Air time will be made available only for the broadcast of 
“uses” by legally qualified candidates.  (A “use” is a spot or program which features the 
identified or identifiable voice of a legally qualified candidate for public office.) 

 
 
 2. Access: 
 
  (a) Reasonable access will be provided to all legally qualified federal candidates 

before a primary and general election.  While federal candidates may request 
specific programming and SMG Massena will negotiate specific requests, SMG 
Massena reserves the exclusive right to work with candidates or their 
representatives in deciding how much time can be made available to particular 
candidates in light of all relevant circumstances.  SMG Massena will also provide 
reasonable access to legally qualified candidates for state senate, state 
representative, and governor. 

 
  (b) No political time will be sold in news programming, nor will news sponsorships be 

sold to political candidates. 
 
 
 
 3. Sponsorship Identification: 
 
  All political programs and spot announcements must comply with the sponsorship 

identification requirements of Section 317 of the Communications Act and Section 
73.1212 of the FCC’s Rules.  Should candidate spots or programs not contain the proper 
sponsorship identification announcement, SMG, Massena reserves the right to add the 
appropriate material within the scheduled time period allotted for the spot or program 
without providing additional time.  Production costs will be billed at SMG Massena usual 
costs. 
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 4. Orders: 
 
  Orders for political time will not be considered firm for broadcast clearance until the 

following have been provided to SMG, Massena. 
 

(a) Completed and signed Agreement Form for Political Broadcasts, as supplied by 
SMG, Massena, NY.  A copy of the form is attached. 

 
(b) Net cash-in-advance payment.  Unless the candidate, the candidate’s campaign 

committee, or the candidate’s agent has established an acceptable credit history 
with SMG Massena and will accept and guarantee full financial responsibility for 
all air time, and if applicable, all unpaid production charges pertaining to the 
candidate and his/her broadcasts, net cash payment, in full, of all applicable 
charges must be received by SMG Massena at least seven (7) business days in 
advance of the broadcast of the first announcement scheduled in any political 
order or contract.  In the event that SMG Massena agrees to accept 
announcements for independent political committees or for issue advertising, all 
such air time must be paid for in full, in advance, at the time that an order is 
placed. 

 
(c) Where the purchase is made by a corporation, committee, association or other 

unincorporated group or entity, a list of the entity’s chief executive officers or the 
members of the executive committee, and of the entity’s board of directors must 
be provided to SMG Massena. 

 
  (d) Where doubt exists on the part of SMG Massena, satisfactory proof that the 

candidate is “legally qualified”, as that term is defined by the FCC, or that the 
purchaser is authorized to buy time for the candidate. 

 
  (e) Advance orders for schedules of political advertising will be subject to 

reconfirmation five (5) days preceding start of schedule. 
 
  (f) Commercial facilities (digital audio files or copy), along with written instructions 

for their use, should be submitted to SMG Massena as soon as possible to 
ensure proper airing.  All instructions for airing of commercial facilities should be 
in writing.  Changes to these instructions should be in writing to SMG Massena 
(by letter or fax) prior to changes being made.  Files should be received in 
sufficient time to permit SMG Massena to confirm compliance with sponsorship 
identification requirements and with broadcast technical standards.  All audio files 
must be in mp3 format; no tape cassettes will be accepted. 

 
  (g) Deadlines for all commercial material, time orders, and contract changes are as 

follows:  Commercial materials 48 hours prior to the first scheduled broadcast. 
 
  (h) Confirmation of broadcast or changes to schedules as ordered will be sent to the 

political advertiser and placed in SMG Massena Public Inspection File as soon as 
commercially possible, but will be available upon request. 

 
  (i) Failure by a political advertiser to fulfill all requirements in advance of the 

deadlines may result in preemption of some or all announcements or programs 
previously cleared. 

 
  
 
 
 
 5. Production: 
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  SMG Massena facilities may be utilized for the production of political announcements or 

programs, subject to availability of facilities and availability of production time (rates will 
be furnished upon request). 

 
  Production charges are handled separately from air time charges.  Agencies and/or 

candidates who schedule production time at SMG Massena are required to provide 
payment in full of all charges at or prior to the time of commencement of the production 
session.  No spots will air, nor will any dubs be ordered, until payment is received for the 
correct amount.  No SMG Massena news talent is available for political advertising 
purposes (e.g., voice-over). 

 
 6. Availabilities: 
 
  (a) Legally qualified federal candidates may purchase time on the basis of any class 

and daypart set forth on the attached chart, subject to availabilities.  SMG 
Massena offers 60 second, 30 second spot announcement (including 
sponsorship identification). 

 
  (b) SMG Massena will place all orders as to day and time subject to availabilities.  

Due to potential “equal opportunities” obligations by SMG Massena to opposing 
candidates, certain time periods may be unavailable for candidates in some 
political races. 

 
  (c) All spots are scheduled at the discretion of SMG Massena within the day and 

time parameters contracted for by the candidate or his/her authorized agent.  
Program time is also available for “uses” by legally qualified candidates for 
federal elective office; please contact the General Manager at SMG Massena to 
discuss availabilities and cost.  Generally, the earlier an order is placed, the 
greater the scheduling options available. 

 
 7. Rates: 
 
  (a) Rates may fluctuate on a daily or weekly basis according to the class of time 

ordered. 
 
  (b) During the 45 days before a primary (or primary run-off) and the 60 days before a 

general election, the ultimate charge provided to legally qualified candidates 
purchasing spots for uses will in no event exceed the lowest price paid by any 
other advertiser for spots of the same class and length which run during the 
same daypart or rotation.  SMG Massena best estimates of lowest unit charge for 
each class of time, amount of time and period of the broadcast day, are set forth 
in the attached chart.  These are only present estimates, and, because the actual 
lowest unit charge may vary from these estimates, before placing an order, 
please contact SMG Massena General Manager to obtain current lowest unit 
charges. 

 
  (c) All political advertisements other than “uses” by a legally qualified candidate for 

public office in connection with his/her campaign (including those spots 
sponsored by independent political committees or for non-”use” candidate 
advertising), if accepted by SMG Massena for broadcast, will be sold at the 
regular prevailing commercial rates of SMG Massena, NY. 
 

  (d) During periods other than during the 45 days preceding the date of a primary or a 
primary run-off election or the 60 days preceding the date of a general or special 
election, the rates to be charged for candidate “uses” on SMG Massena will be 
those made for comparable use by SMG Massena commercial advertisers.  
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Information as to these charges is available from SMG Massena General 
Manager on request. 

 
 

8. Equal Opportunities: 
 

SMG Massena will provide equal opportunity to all legally qualified candidates for any 
office in which the station sells advertising time to opponents.  A candidate must request 
equal opportunity within one week of the time his or her opponent’s announcement airs 
on SMG Massena.  Such equal opportunity will only be granted if the candidate seeking 
equal opportunity was “legally qualified” under the FCC’s rules at the time his or her 
opponent’s announcement aired. 
 

 9. Rebates: 
 
  In the event advertising time is sold for a particular class and amount of time and for a 

particular time period and is broadcast at rates lower than the rate paid by the candidate 
for a “use” of SMG Massena, the candidate will be afforded the benefit of the lower rate, 
either by way of a timely rebate or as a credit against future purchases, at the option of 
the candidate. 

 
 10. Make Goods: 
 
  SMG Massena will use its best efforts to provide “make good” spots prior to the election 

for candidate “use” spots that are preempted due to technical problems or unforeseen 
program changes.  Although SMG Massena general policy is to offer all candidates 
“make goods” before the election, it cannot guarantee to any advertiser that the “make 
goods” can be provided in the time period or rotation originally ordered.  If individual 
constraints preclude such identical scheduling, SMG Massena will offer make goods of 
equivalent value.  If these are not acceptable, SMG Massena will provide credits or 
refunds for preempted spots.  SMG Massena will provide its best estimate of the 
likelihood of preemption of any specific political spot that is pre-emptible at the time a 
request for a particular availability is made by the candidate or his/her authorized agent. 

 
 11. Packages: 
 
  Combinations of classes and other packages are available to political candidates.  

However, the lowest unit rate for all dayparts, classes and rotations is calculated to reflect 
all package discounts to ensure that candidates receive the lowest unit rates for all spots 
scheduled to air during lowest unit charge periods, regardless of whether an entire 
package is purchased. 

 
  
 12. Rotations: 
 
  Spot announcements may be purchased individually or in designated rotations among 

several designated days or time periods.  Spots will be rotated throughout particular days 
or dayparts on a best time available basis.  There is no guarantee of equal rotation 
throughout days or dayparts.  Typical dayparts and rotations offered by SMG Massena 
are listed on the attached lowest unit charge chart.  SMG Massena will negotiate 
rotations other than those listed based on the request of the advertiser. 

 
 13. Sponsorships: 
 
  SMG Massena offers sponsorships of newscasts and certain other programs.  News 

sponsorships are not available to political candidates.  For additional information about 
program sponsorships, contact SMG Massena General Manager.  


