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During the third quarter of 2008, KGO-TV aired the following regularly scheduled 
local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total cumulative 
average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

 Monday - Friday  5:00-7:00AM 

 Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

 Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

 Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

 Monday - Friday 9:00-10:00PM – (on Ch. 7.2 Only) 

 Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

 Saturday / Sunday 6:00-7:00AM 

 Sunday  9:00-10:00AM  – (on Ch. 7.0 Only) 

 Saturday & Sunday 5:00-5:30PM & 6:00-6:30PM 

  



During the third quarter of 2008, KGO-TV also aired the following regularly 
scheduled locally produced programming that addressed the problems and 
needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

BEYOND THE HEADLINES- This locally produced public affairs program 
consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 
community.  The program’s objective was to go “beyond the headlines” and 
explore critical issues facing the community.  KGO-TV news anchors hosted this 
program that aired on Sunday from 10:00 to 10:30am. 
 
ASSIGNMENT 7- This news compilation program repurposed and reviewed local 
news reports that covered significant community issues.  These included in-
depth Assignment 7 Reports, I-Team Investigations, Michael Finney’s Seven On 
Your Side, and Carolyn Johnson’s Science & Medical Reports.  KGO-TV news 
anchors hosted this program that aired on Sunday from 4:30-5:00pm. 
 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE- Reporter Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs 
unit that provided consumer information / product recalls during local 5:00pm 
newscasts, and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.   

Office staff answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls from viewers 
seeking help with a wide variety of consumer problems.  On the average, the unit 
received over 4000 e-mails/ letters, and over 1500 phone calls per month. 

 
THE VIEW FROM THE BAY- The only live, Bay Area talk show of its kind, 
provided a proactive dialogue on people, places and views unique to the Bay 
Area.  It included a mix of interviews, live reports, taped segments and news 
updates that offered information about health, fitness, lifestyle, arts and 
entertainment, fashion, food, pets, family issues, relationships, self-improvement, 
women’s issues and safety.  KGO-TV’s Spencer Christian and Janelle Wang 
hosted this program that aired weekdays from 3:00-4:00pm. 
 
NEWS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING AIRED ON KGO-DT 7.2- 
KGO-DT 7.2, our secondary digital channel, is a locally programmed channel 
that features local news, local specials, public affairs, syndicated programming, 
educational and informational children’s programming, and encore segments 
from ABC News magazines.  On the average, over 200 hours of local news aired 
monthly.  Encores of locally produced public affairs programs accounted for 
nearly 100 hours monthly.  Additionally, hundreds of public service 
announcements aired in commercial breaks between programming. 
 

 
 
 



LOCAL SPECIALS 

 

During the third quarter of 2008, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the       
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 
PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE:  
This program was part of a series of specials produced to celebrate the diversity 
of the Bay Area.  This special saluted the achievements of five outstanding 
people from the Bay Area.  This encore program aired on Sunday, July 13

th
 from 

10:30-11:00am. 
 
ABC 7 TOP SCHOLARS:  
This program promoted academic excellence by honoring the Bay Area’s top 
achieving graduating high school seniors.  ABC 7 Top Scholars awards $1000 
scholarships to six college-bound high school seniors.  To qualify, these 
outstanding students exhibited exemplary skills in presentation, writing, and 
leadership, and are profiled in this 30 minute special.  This program premiered 
on Saturday, July 12

th
 from 7:00-7:30pm, and repeated on Sunday, July 27

th
 

from 4:00-4:30pm. 
 
PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE:  
This program was part of a series of specials produced to celebrate the diversity 
of the Bay Area.  This special saluted the achievements of five outstanding 
people from the Bay Area.  It premiered on Sunday, September 14

th
 from 3:30-

4:00pm. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPONSORED EVENTS 
 

The following community events were featured on KGO-TV’s “ABC7 Day 
Planner,” the station’s vehicle for sponsoring upcoming community events.   
Each of these thirty-second spots featured two to three events, and aired for two 
weeks on a fixed schedule. 

 
 

7/12/08 – 7/25/08    San Francisco Jewish Film Festival (7/24-8/11)  
San Francisco Theater Festival (7/27)  
“Help is on the Way” Concert (8/3) 
Richmond Ermet AIDS Foundation 

 
 
7/26/08 – 8/8/08      Menlo Charity Horse Show (8/5 to 8/10) 

Vista Center for Blind & Visually Impaired 
                                “Cajun Fest” (8/23) Down Syndrome Connection 
                                Abrazos and Books (8/9) Scholarship fundraiser 
 
 
8/9/08 – 8/22/08      A Day in the Park (8/24/08) Taylor Family Foundation  

Cool Globes (late July/early August) Art installation at Crissy 
Field Rock ’n Blues by the Lake (9/27) Benefit for Novato 
Schools 

 
 
8/23/08 – 9/5/08      Solano Stroll: 35

th
 Anniversary (9/14) 

                                Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure (9/21/08)  
 
 
9/6/08 – 9/19/08      Concordstock Guitar Auction & Ca. Symphony event (9/20)  
                                United Negro College Fund Walk (9/20)  
 
 
9/20/08 – 10/3/08    Pets Unlimited (10/19) Benefit for animal shelter 

TNDC Pool Toss (10/7) Tenderloin Neighborhood 
Development Corp. Disability Rights Advocates Gala (10/16)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS- 

During the third quarter of 2008, KGO-TV aired over 1,200 public service 
announcements in various time periods throughout the broadcast day that 
involved many different topics.  These included a number of station-produced 
Hispanic Heritage Salutes.  Some of the PSA sponsors included: CARE, Ducks 
Unlimited, Battery Recycling, San Francisco Domestic Violence Hotline, PDFC, 
Nature Conservancy, Donorchoose.org, Peninsula Habitat for Humanity, United 
States Marine Corps, Childhood Obesity Prevention, Earth Share California, Kids 
Get Healthy, Drunk Driving Prevention, Home Safety Council, GLAAD, USO, 
Exploratorium, U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development, Santa Clara 
Valley Water District, Smokey The Bear, ASPCA, Lupus Foundation of America, 
American Red Cross Bay Area, Boosterseat.gov, and Dogs For Deaf.   

 

 

* * * * 
 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

* * * * 
KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  The station also regularly hosts community feedback meetings 
known as “ABC 7 Listens” at different Bay Area locations.  Residents are invited 
to discuss, key issues, problems, needs and interests.  Through these efforts 
we’ve determined that the following issues are important to the community: 

 Youth Issues 

 Education Issues 

 Transportation Issues 

 Economic Issues 

 Crime Issues 

 Special Local News Reports 

 

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 



LOCAL PROGRAMS ADDRESSING 

THE PROBLEMS & NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

YOUTH ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 23, 2008 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:55 

Subject:   

This report profiled a new inner city youth program formed by former Oakland A’s 
pitcher Mike Norris.  A two time All Star, Mike grew up in San Francisco’s 
Western Addition and was concerned about youth.  He joined forces with the 
San Francisco Giants, The Boys & Girls Club, and the S.F.P.D. to create 
“Reviving Baseball In the Inner City.”  Their goal was to get mentors involved with 
the community, interact with children and provide a safety element as well.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 28, 2008 (9:00 - 10:00AM) 

Length: 1:44 

Subject:   

This report reviewed an ordinance passed by Santa Clara County Supervisors to 
crack down on underage drinking, and the adults who allowed such parties to 
happen.  The social host ordinance would hold adults accountable for underage 
drinking on private property.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 5, 2008 (11:00 - 11:30AM) 

Length: 1:54 

Subject:   

This report profiled a 17-year old high school student who received international 
recognition for his environmental project.  It involved the video recording of a 
river bed cleanup and tree planting in a San Bruno park, and at the exact same 
time students in China cleaned a park at a local school. The video was posted 
on U-Tube so the students in China could see the kids in the U.S. and realize the 
partnership they experienced. 

 



(Youth Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 9, 2008 (6:00 - 7:00AM) 

Length: 2:56 

Subject:   

This report reviewed the success of a children’s swim team from one of          
San Francisco’s most troubled neighborhoods.  The team met at a pool in the 
Bay View District, and was accepted in the national governing body for 
competitive swimming.  This was a first for this team from this neighborhood, and 
significant for a racially mixed team in a sport not known for diversity.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 27, 2008 (9:00 - 10:00AM) 

Length: 5:56 

Subject:   

This report profiled a pilot program in Marin County that helped homeless youth 
get off the streets.  It was estimated that there were nearly 600 homeless teens 
in Marin County, and the number was growing.  The three year old program was 
credited with helping 130 young people.  $5,000 provided each participant with 
one year of supportive housing, life coaches, and all essential services such as 
jobs wardrobes, scholarships, job preparation and healthcare.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 21, 2008 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: :35 

Subject:   

This report covered the arrest of two boys at Pinole High School for bringing an 
AK-47 assault rifle on campus.  Police locked down the campus after another 
student reported seeing a gun in a backpack on a bus headed to school.  Police 
said they had not yet found the gun, but they could file charges against the teens 
because enough witnesses saw them with the gun. 

 

 

 

 

 



(Youth Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 12, 2008 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:39 

Subject:   

This report covered a possible high speed street racing crash in Castro Valley 
that took the lives of the 18-year old driver and his 17-year old passenger.  CHP 
investigators spent the whole day combing the 600 foot accident scene.  
Witnesses told officers that the vehicle driven by the deceased had been street 
racing with another car.  Stunned friends gathered at a private service.  Grief 
counselors were available for students at the local high school.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 12, 2008 (6:00 - 7:00AM) 

Length: 2:31  

Subject:   

This report profiled a high tech program at San Francisco's Exploratorium for 
under-served youth.  The idea was to keep kids out of trouble by having them 
focus on a career in science or engineering.  For some it was a door to get into 
college, and sometimes they were the first in their families to do so. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EDUCATION ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: September 23, 2008 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: 1:55 

Subject:    

This report reviewed the Santa Clara Unified School District's affordable housing 
program lottery.  Teachers got a chance to rent one of the district's 30 
apartments for the 50% under-market price of $800 per month.  The district 
created the program in an effort to keep teachers that were impacted by the 
economic downturn.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: August 29, 2008 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 2:36 

Subject:    

This report reviewed a new curriculum that would change the way students 
learned, and in turn, improve test scores.  The goal was to teach science, 
technology, engineering and math with a hand-on approach, instead of just making 
students read a book.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: August 25, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:58 

Subject:    

This report reviewed the introduction of the Montesori Program that the          
San Francisco school district implemented at one school.  The program taught 
children subjects based on their level of development.  The Milwaukee school 
system had used it for 20 years and found it helped African American and 
minority students close the achievement gap.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Education Issues cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: July 27, 2008 (9:00-10:00AM) 

Length: 1:58 

Subject:   

This report reviewed a U.C. Berkeley study that found girls and boys performed 
at the same level on standard math assessment tests.  Researchers analyzed 
math scores from seven million students in ten states, and found girls 
matched boys in first through twelfth grade.  Twenty years earlier girls tested 
behind boys because they were not offered courses that were traditionally 
intended for boys.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: July 26, 2008 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: 1:50 

Subject:  

This report profiled a summer camp for teens that taught them the fundamentals 
of running a business.  The camp was offered to teens from low-income 
communities.  They learned how to write business letters, manage their money 
and make a profit.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: July 16, 2008 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:56 

Subject:  

This report reviewed a new system to better track high school dropouts.  The 
new tool found nearly 25% of California high school students dropped out.  The 
old system was inaccurate and found only a 13% drop out rate.  Under the new 
system the achievement gap was more visible than ever.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Education Issues cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: July 10, 2008 (4:00-5:00PM) 

Length: 2:11 

Subject:   

This report reviewed the controversy over the State Board of Education's 
requirement to teach Algebra I to 8th graders.  One opponent believed students 
would get frustrated without adequate preparation, lose interest, and drop out of 
school. An Algebra teacher thought not every student was developmentally 
ready.  A school principal who supported the requirement believed students 
should be exposed to the core of the subject even if they were not prepared.       

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: July 6, 2008 (9:00-10:00AM) 

Length: 2:03 

Subject:   

This report followed a group of San Jose high school students as they became the 
highest number of students to pass the advanced placement Calculus test.  
Passing the test meant automatic college credit.  In the previous nine years only 
47 students passed the test.  But a popular new instructor in only his first year 
helped 43 students pass.  He was very proud that he achieved his dream of 
teaching Calculus at a low-performing high school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRANSPORTATION ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: September 24, 2008 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:49 

Subject:   

This report discussed the idea proposed by an outdoor advertiser to sell ad 
space on the state's Amber Alert boards.  Drivers were used to seeing traffic 
delay and child abduction alerts on the boards, but mostly they were blank.  Cal 
Trans considered the idea because the state transportation system was in 
desperate need of repair, and gasoline tax funds were in short supply.  
Opponents believed it would compromise highway safety, and that the messages 
would not be very effective.    

   
ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: September 27, 2008 (4:00 -5:00PM) 

Length: 3:25 

Subject:    

This report looked at state proposition 1A which would make funds available for 
construction of a statewide high speed rail system.  The plan was to link 
Sacramento and the Bay Area with Los Angeles, Orange County and San Diego 
with stops along the way.  The idea was the 200 mph trains would get people out 
of their cars, and in turn, clean the air.  The goal was to create a ticket price for 
half of what air fair would be. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: August 19, 2008 (5:25-5:30AM) 

Length: :40 

Subject:    

This report reviewed a plan between the governor and the auto industry called 
Eco-Driving.  Participating drivers could realize 15% better gas mileage by 
driving more efficiently, and keeping their vehicles well maintained.  The 
governor said it wasn't a substitute for a long term energy policy, but it would 
provide immediate relief from high gas prices.  

 

 

 

 

 



(Transportation Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: September 25, 2008 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:48 

Subject:    

This report discussed that the Bart to San Jose Project had received financial 
backing from the state transportation commission.  The proposed 16.3 mile 
extension from Fremont to Silicon Valley was projected to cost 6.1 billion dollars.  
Supporters said it would attract 98,000 new riders each weekday.  One opponent 
argued that the cost was too high and would siphon money from other transit 
projects. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: August 31, 2008 (9:00-10:00AM) 

Length: 1:28 

Subject:     

This report reviewed an assemblyman's proposal to base auto insurance rates 
on how many miles are driven.  People who drove more would pay more since 
the chance for an accident increased as the miles driven increased.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: August 27, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:16 

Subject:   

This report recapped the results of a month long challenge accepted by twenty 
San Franciscans who gave up their cars and used alternative transportation.  
The pilot project was created to see how lifestyle changes could reduce a 
person's carbon footprint.  The participants agreed to bike, use public transit, or 
walk.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Transportation Issues Cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: July 28, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:56 

Subject:   

This report discussed the ways high gas prices were actually good for the public.  
Researchers said if prices remained high 2,000 people could avoid dying from 
pollution in the following 12 months.  They also believed one thousand lives 
could be saved with the accompanying decline in traffic accidents.  This also 
meant a multi-billion dollar shortfall for the Federal Highway Trust Fund that 
relied on per gallon taxes that didn't rise with price.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: August 14, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:09 

Subject:   

This report reviewed a poll that showed 44% of respondents expected a 
significant increase in the price of gas over the long term.  35% believed that 
prices would stay the same, and for some price was a secondary concern 
compared to their cumulative effect on the economy.  Most people who said they 
were considering a new car for better gas mileage said they had considered a 
hybrid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ECONOMIC ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: July 30, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:57 

Subject:  

This report followed a protest by state workers to stop the governor from cutting 
state salaries, and ordering layoffs of 22,000 part time, seasonal and student 
employees.  After a month long budget impasse, the governor said he would make 
good on his threat, and make the cuts since there was no budget in place.  Union 
sources said they were preparing to take legal action against the governor, and 
ask the court to stop the executive order. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: September 29, 2008 (11:00–11:35PM) 

Length: 1:38 

Subject:     

This report covered the reaction on Wall Street to the defeat of the congressional 
bail-out bill.  The disappointment and shock throughout Washington turned into 
panic on Wall Street, and the biggest single day point drop ever.  1.2 trillion 
dollars vanished from the stock market and floor traders couldn’t believe what 
was happening.  The Secretary of the U.S. Treasury said he would work with 
regulators and congressional leaders to get something done quickly.        

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: September 30, 2008 (6:00–7:00AM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:     

This report reviewed the aftermath of the defeated of the bail-out bill.  A  
securities trader commented that 60% of Democrats voted for the bill while 66% 
of Republicans decided they wouldn’t.  As Wall Street went into a freefall, both 
political sides began finger pointing.  Democrats pointed out that the Republicans 
never had the votes to pass the bail-out.  Republicans blamed the defeat on a 
speech by the Speaker of the House that criticized the Bush administration’s 
fiscal policies.   

  

 



(Economic Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: September 30, 2008 (11:00-11:30AM) 

Length: 1:32 

Subject:    

This report covered President Bush’s remarks that a financial bailout was critical, 
otherwise the damage would be painful and lasting. Democrats blamed 
Republicans for the failure, and Republicans said the Democrats overly-
politicized the plan.  With house re-election races five weeks away, many 
lawmakers were reluctant to spend 700 billion dollars at a time many taxpayers 
were unconvinced.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: July 17, 2008 (5:00-6:00AM) 

Length: 2:03 

Subject:    

This report discussed San Francisco’s homeless problem as a grand jury 
released a report that found money the city spent wasn’t paying off.  A grand jury 
member said despite the yearly 200 million dollars, an enormous amount of 
homeless were still on the streets.  Although the number of homeless had 
dropped since 2002, and a significant number of homeless had moved into 
supportive housing, many of them were continuing to panhandle.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: July 18, 2008 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: :33 

Subject:    

This report announced that the state unemployment rate had reached a five year 
high.  Nearly 1.3 million people were looking for work, and the Unemployment 
Development Department listed the jobless rate at 6.9%.  This was up over 1.5 
points from the previous year, the third highest in the nation.  

 

 

 

 



(Economic Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: July 25, 2008 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:52 

Subject:    

This report explained how the governor’s suggested hourly salary cuts would 
impact California State Universities and U.C.’s.  This meant that classes could be 
cut if temporary workers and teaching assistants were targeted.  A member of 
the employee union said students would suffer the most without part time 
lecturers.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: July 30, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:    

This report discussed that a fast-growing title company abruptly shut its 57 
California offices after the parent company lost its line of credit.  An estimated 
500 employees were affected, and another 190 people lost their jobs at 
branches in Texas, Nevada and Arizona.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CRIME ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 6, 2008 (4:30 - 5:00PM) 

Length: 1:46 

Subject:   

This report followed Oakland Mayor Ron Dellums as he participated in the 25th 
"National Night Out" when neighbors formed bonds to help fight crime.  The 
mayor had been criticized for not making enough appearances, but despite 
taking some tough questions, he said he appreciated the feedback this night.  
The city was emphasizing that knowing neighbors would strengthen their 
potential for safety.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 30, 2008 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:46 

Subject:   

This report covered a protest by the "Minute Men" in front of city hall over San 
Francisco's sanctuary law that provided refuge to illegal immigrants.  The men 
usually staged their protests at the U.S. / Mexico border, but were drawn to the 
city by a triple homicide that occurred in the previous month.  A Salvadoran 
native who benefited from the sanctuary policy was charged with the murders.  
Immigrant rights groups said the crime was being unfairly used.  The Minute Men 
called for the mayor to resign, but the mayor had no intention to resign.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 27, 2008 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 2:00 

Subject:   

This report reviewed the shooting of a drunk-driving suspect by Oakland Police 
as he ran away from the officers.  A witness and friend of the victim said he was 
shot although he had his hands raised, and ran when shots were fired.  Police 
told a different story and said the man ran from them as he got out of the car, 
and they only started shooting after he appeared to be reaching for his 
waistband.  The victim's family planned to sue the city, and said they would ask 
prosecutors to file criminal charges against the officer. 

 

 

 



(Crime Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 28, 2008 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:48 

Subject:   

This report reviewed a San Francisco program that rewarded residents for 
reporting crime.  The city offered a $1,000 reward for those who anonymously 
reported people with illegal guns.  There was no response after two weeks into 
the program.  Police did see an outpouring of tips in a triple homicide that led to 
an arrest.  One homicide detective said he had seen a change in how people 
think and feel about their willingness to step forward. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 21, 2008 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:07 

Subject:   

This report discussed the gag order motion filed by the lawyer of a suspect  in 
the triple homicide case.  He allegedly killed a father and his two sons in 
Excelsior District of San Francisco over a traffic incident.  Counsel asked that 
people involved in the case stop talking publicly about his client.  This was after 
revelations of about his rap sheet and illegal immigration surfaced.  When he 
was a juvenile the probation department did not alert immigration officials.  As an 
adult, immigration told sheriff's deputies they did not want to put a deportation 
hold on him.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 26, 2008 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 2:03 

Subject:   

This report reviewed the case of a City of San Francisco computer technician 
who was accused of tampering with the city's computer system.  City officials 
said the technician gave himself unlimited access to the city's computer network 
while locking out everyone else.  The accused remained in custody despite 
turning over the computer codes to unlock the system to the mayor.      

 

 

 

 



(Crime Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 29, 2008 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:32 

Subject:   

This report covered the tragic death of a handicapped grandmother who got shot 
in the crossfire between two armed men chased another man.  A 14-year old girl 
was wounded by the same gunmen in this neighborhood that police said was a 
relatively safe area.  Richmond Police responded to 93 shooting incidents 
around the city in the previous month.  The grandmother of the wounded girl 
commented that it was very sad that the kids could not go outside and play.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 28, 2008 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:28 

Subject:   

This report followed an Oakland Police investigation into a string of restaurant 
takeover robberies.  Back to back restaurant robberies occurred in two 
Chinatown restaurants where customers were also asked to turn over their 
wallets.  Police were trying to determine if these incidents were related to a 
similar crime spree earlier in the year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

ABC 7 News provided several in-depth reports that examined a variety of issues 
important to the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Market.  These are examples:  

  

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: September 22, 2008 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:00 

Subject:    

This report discussed reaction to the San Francisco Poilce Chief’s plan to 
eliminate the rank of inspector and fill the jobs with sergeants.  Fifty three police 
officers who passed the test for inspector ten years before filed a complaint with 
the civil service commission.  The city attorney’s office defended the chief’s plan, 
but the commission decided that she was wrong.   

  

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: July 16, 2008 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:11 

Subject:    

This report profiled the mother of a murder victim in West Oakland who lost her 
son in a confrontation at a neighborhood basketball game.  He was one of 126 
people murdered in Oakland during 2007.  His mother took part in the 19

th
 

Annual Victim’s March on the Capitol.  This gathering called attention to all the 
victims who weren’t there to speak for themselves.     

  

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: August 24, 2008 (9:00 – 10:00AM) 

Length: 2:54 

Subject:   

This report looked into the ongoing demonstration by young men who were 
protesting in front of a building site in their neighborhood where they wanted to 
work. San Francisco was in the midst of a construction boom and the protesters 
said they were being passed by.  They said they would do just about anything 
including debris hauling and handing tools to the workers.  The city had a 12 week 
academy to teach hands-on construction skills.  But complaints from people in this 
neighborhood were heard when they said their area had been overlooked for other 
needy neighborhoods.  

 



(Special News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: August 13, 2008 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:46 

Subject: 

This report discussed the latest in an ongoing case involving eighteen SFPD 
Officers who filed a 20 million dollar lawsuit against the city for racial 
discrimination.  They all appeared in an off-color video meant for a retirement 
party.  Without speaking with the officers, the police chief and the mayor played 
clips from the video at a news conference, and announced all the3 officers were 
being suspended.  The cop at the center of the case was accused of allegedly 
providing a video to our producers of the police chief being deposed for the case. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: July 21, 2008 (6:00 – 7:00AM) 

Length: 2:30 

Subject:    

This report profiled a Palo Alto based company that specialized in scientifically 
tracking down evidence to fight human rights abuses worldwide.  The company’s 
scientific analysts traveled the world helping victims and investigators help 
themselves.  They believed that it was important to know the truth about human 
rights violations not just to better understand the past, but to more accurately 
assess the future.       

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: August 15, 2008 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:18 

Subject:    

This report looked at how San Francisco’s anti-crime cameras helped two men 
facing trial for murder get the charges dropped.  The attorney for one of the men 
said his client would have spent life in prison had there not been a video.  The city 
installed 70 cameras three years before in an effort to reduce crime and help 
convict criminals in the act.  But only one murder conviction could be attributed to 
the cameras.  A spokesperson from the D.A.’s office said the cameras were 
protecting the community as intended, even if it’s not the way authorities intended. 
   

 



 

(Special News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: July 18, 2008 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:16 

Subject:   

This report covered the celebration of an Oakland woman who twenty years earlier 
promised a group of first graders that she would pay for their college education.  It 
all started when she met a child outside of her real estate office asking for money 
for food.  She decided to adopt the first grade class at a nearby elementary 
school.  Over the years she fostered the kids, and although not all the students 
were success stories, she took on the challenge of more students.  

. 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: September 9, 2008 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:15 

Subject:    

This report looked into the details behind the disciplinary action against a SFPD 
officer who was involved in an altercation that was recorded on video.  The officer 
allegedly was the aggressor in a late night incident involving a man in a crosswalk. 
The officer’s badge and gun were taken away, and he was assigned desk duty 
while under criminal investigation for assault. 
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