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During the first quarter of 2008, KGO-TV aired the following regularly scheduled 
local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total cumulative 
average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

 Monday - Friday  5:00-7:00AM 

 Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

 Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

 Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

 Monday - Friday 9:00-10:00PM – (on Ch. 7.2 Only) 

 Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

 Saturday / Sunday 6:00-7:00AM 

 Sunday  9:00-10:00AM / 9:30-10:00AM – (on Ch. 7.0 Only) 

 Saturday & Sunday 5:00-5:30PM & 6:00-6:30PM 

  



During the first quarter of 2008, KGO-TV also aired the following regularly 
scheduled locally produced programming that addressed the problems and 
needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

BEYOND THE HEADLINES- This locally produced public affairs program 
consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 
community.  The program’s objective was to go “beyond the headlines” and 
explore critical issues facing the community.  KGO-TV news anchors hosted this 
program that aired on Sunday from 10:00 to 10:30am. 
 
ASSIGNMENT 7- This news compilation program repurposed and reviewed local 
news reports that covered significant community issues.  These included in-
depth Assignment 7 Reports, I-Team Investigations, Michael Finney’s Seven On 
Your Side, and Carolyn Johnson’s Science & Medical Reports.  KGO-TV news 
anchors hosted this program that aired on Sunday from 4:30-5:00pm and 5:30-
6:00pm. 
 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE- Reporter Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs 
unit that provided consumer information / product recalls during local 5:00pm 
newscasts, and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.   

In the first quarter of 2008, two live call-in sessions featuring mortgage experts in 
the first session, and tax experts in the second, aired during the 5:00 and 
6:00pm newscasts on February 19

th
 and March 12

th
 respectively.   

Office staff answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls from viewers 
seeking help with a wide variety of consumer problems.  On the average, the unit 
received over 4000 e-mails/ letters, and over 1500 phone calls per month. 

 
THE VIEW FROM THE BAY- The only live, Bay Area talk show of its kind, 
provided a proactive dialogue on people, places and views unique to the Bay 
Area.  It included a mix of interviews, live reports, taped segments and news 
updates that offered information about health, fitness, lifestyle, arts and 
entertainment, fashion, food, pets, family issues, relationships, self-improvement, 
women’s issues and safety.  KGO-TV’s Spencer Christian and Janelle Wang 
hosted this program that aired weekdays from 3:00-4:00pm. 
 
NEWS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING AIRED ON KGO-DT 7.2- 
KGO-DT 7.2, our secondary digital channel, is a locally programmed channel 
that features local news, local specials, public affairs, syndicated programming, 
educational and informational children’s programming, and encore segments 
from ABC News magazines.  On the average, over 200 hours of local news aired 
monthly.  Encores of locally produced public affairs programs accounted for 
nearly 100 hours monthly.  Additionally, hundreds of public service 
announcements aired in commercial breaks between programming. 



 

 
 
 
LOCAL SPECIALS 

 

During the first quarter of 2008, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the       
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 
PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE:  
This program was part of a series of specials produced to celebrate the diversity 
of the Bay Area.  This special saluted the achievements of five outstanding 
people from the Bay Area.  It aired on Saturday, March 30th from 7:00-7:30pm, 
and repeated on Sunday, March 31

st
 from 4:00-4:30pm. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
SPONSORED EVENTS 
 

The following community events were featured on KGO-TV’s “ABC7 Day 
Planner,” the station’s vehicle for sponsoring upcoming community events.  Each 
of these thirty-second spots featured two to three events, and aired for two 
weeks on a fixed schedule. 
 
 
12/29/07– 1/11/08 San Francisco Conservatory of Flowers  
 SF Unified School District Enrollment Deadline (1/11/07)  
 
1/12/08 – 1/25/08   Napa Valley Mustard Festival (through 3/29/08)  

Susan G Komen 3-Day Walk for Breast Cancer  
 
1/26/08 – 2/8/08      Community Forum: Education is a Civil Right (2/16/08)  
                                 Lunar New Year Festival in Millbrae (2/9 to 2/10) 
 
2/9/08 – 2/22/08       Arete School Web-a-Thon fundraiser for American Sports 

Institute (2/28/08) 
 SF SPCA: Bark and Whine Ball (3/6/08)  

Academy of Friends Gala for HIV/AIDS orgs (2/24/08) 
 

2/23/08 – 3/7/08      Ronald McDonald House (3/8/08) 
                                Camp Okizu (3/8/08) 
 
3/8/08 – 3/21/08 Media Access Workshop for Non-Profits (3/26/08) 
                                Ebony Fashion Fair for Delta Sigma Theta Sorority (4/19)  
 
3/22/08 – 4/4/08      March of Dimes, March for Babies (4/26/08) 

SF Chamber of Commerce: Leadership San Francisco 
application deadline (4/11/08) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS- 

During the first quarter of 2008, KGO-TV aired over 1,500 public service 
announcements in various time periods throughout the broadcast day that 
involved many different topics.  These included 77 station-produced African 
American Heritage Salutes.  Some of the PSA sponsors included:  American 
Kennel Club, California Hospice Foundation, National Italian American 
Foundation, Leukemia/Lymphoma Society, Paralyzed Veterans of America, Boys 
& Girls Clubs, Peninsula Humane Society, Dolores Street Community Services, 
Smokey the Bear, Kids Get Healthy, Dogs for the Deaf, American Red Cross, 
Drunk Driving Prevention, California Department of Aging, EPA/Radon Testing, 
Nature Conservancy, and the San Francisco Department of Child Support. 

 

* * * * 
 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

 

* * * * 
KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  The station also regularly hosts community feedback meetings 
known as “ABC 7 Listens” at different Bay Area locations.  Residents are invited 
to discuss, key issues, problems, needs and interests.  Through these efforts 
we’ve determined that the following issues are important to the community: 

 

 Youth Issues 

 Education Issues 

 Healthcare Issues 

 Environmental Issues 

 Crime Issues 

 Special Local News Reports 

 

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 



LOCAL PROGRAMS ADDRESSING 

THE PROBLEMS & NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

YOUTH 
 

ABC 7 NEWS 
Date/Time: March 3, 2008 (11:00-11:30AM) 
Length: :28 
Subject:  

This report recapped a study that found teenagers, who regularly ate breakfast 
tended to exercise more, weigh less and have a better overall diet than those 
who didn't.  The five year study involved over 2,000 adolescents starting when 
they were just under 15 years old.  An estimated one-fourth of U.S. children 
usually skipped breakfast. 
  

ABC 7 NEWS 
Date/Time: February 14, 2008 (5:00-5:30PM) 
Length: 2:02 
Subject:  

This report reviewed a South San Francisco high school's new approach to 
stopping teen dating violence.  It was a three day curriculum that taught students 
to identify the signs of abuse, prevent it, and where to get help.  They explained 
that there was a connection between early sex and abuse.  69% of teenage girls 
between 11 and 14 years who had sex by age 14 said they were victims of 
verbal or physical abuse by their boyfriends.  
 

ABC 7 NEWS 
Date/Time: February 29, 2008 (5:00-6:00AM) 
Length: 1:49 
Subject:  

This report profiled an award-winning San Jose high school robotics program.  
Students were preparing to enter a robotic tournament with a robot they 
designed by computer.  Forty students coordinated their efforts to complete a 
robot within six weeks.  NASA funded the first robot in the program.  Over the 
years, none of the annual $20,000 budget ever came from the school, but from a 
variety of corporations, parents, mentors. and volunteers.    

 

 

 

 



(Youth cont.) 

  
ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: February 19, 2008 (11:00-11:35PM) 
Length: :45 
Subject:  

This report covered the arraignment of two teens accused of helping a suspected 
murderer escape from San Mateo County's Juvenile Hall.  Investigators said         
the teens pushed the murder suspect over a ten foot security wall, and escaped in 
a waiting getaway car. The sheriff's department believed he was heading for 
Mexico.                                                                          
  
ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: March 7, 2008 (5:00-6:00AM) 

Length: :28 

Subject:  

This report discussed the concern by orthopedic surgeons over a serious rise in 
serious sports injuries among children.  They believed that teenagers and even 
pre-adolescents were overusing their bodies long before they were fully 
developed.  There was a growing trend in ligament tears and recurring strains 
especially among girls.  Doctors who practiced sports medicine said proper training 
was crucial, but believed most youth coaches had not learned those techniques. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: January 16, 2008 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: :39 

Subject:  

This report reviewed a survey that found Marin County teenagers were getting 
alcohol from their parents, and drinking in their own homes.  More than 60% of 
teens surveyed said they consumed alcohol at parties and other social events.  
The survey also found that students who drank four or more times per month were 
more likely to believe that their parents condoned drinking.  The Mill Valley City 
Council was expected to discuss a plan to fine parents and others who hosted 
teen drinking parties. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



(Youth cont.) 
 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: January 14, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:50 

Subject:   

This report profiled a Bay View/Hunters Point community activist who was gunned 
down outside of his daughter’s high school basketball game.  The 39 year old 
father of two co-founded a non-profit anti-violence organization for youth.  He 
always tried to mediate community disputes.  The young men on the streets would 
listen to him because like some of them, he also had brushes with the law.     
 
ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: March 11, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: :25 

Subject:    

This report discussed a study by the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
that found one in four teenage girls had a sexually transmitted disease.  HPV, 
the virus that can cause cervical cancer was the most common STD among girls 
ages 14 to 19.  African American teenage girls were the hardest hit with nearly 
half of the girls testing positive for HPV. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EDUCATION ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: February 14, 2008 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 2:00 

Subject:    

This report looked at how state education budget cuts were affecting San Jose’s 
Alum Rock Elementary school district.  700 teachers were embroiled in talks with 
the district over cost of living increases after working nine months without a 
contract.  Parents and teachers said they often had to buy supplies for their 
already cash strapped schools.  The district said the cuts were going to be 
devastating. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: February 20, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:    

This was part of a monthly series that focused on classrooms lacking resources in 
an effort to get viewers to donate.  Wobbly 2

nd
 grade classroom chairs at San 

Francisco’s Leonard Flynn Elementary was the focus of this report.  The teacher 
appealed for 32 new wider, comfortable, and ergonomically correct chairs with an 
estimated cost of $2,000.  Viewers interested in donating were directed to a 
special website.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: February 28, 2008 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:    

This report explained how the governor’s proposed four billion dollars in 
education cuts would affect 34 school districts in Santa Clara County.  With 
personnel accounting for about 85% of most district budgets, officials conceded 
there was no place else to trim except at the staff level.  Layoff notices were 
already being prepared by the districts, but all were hopeful that the notices 
would not be needed.  

 

 

 



(Education Issues cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: March 3, 2008 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: :32 

Subject:   

This report covered the opening of a new center designed to help cut the high 
school dropout rate in San Francisco.  State and local estimates showed that 1/3 
of students entering the 9

th
 grade never finished high school.  The new center 

offered a number of programs to address the problem.  Students who visited the 
center were assigned a mentor, and received academic counseling along with 
health and financial counseling. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: February 28, 2008 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: :33 

Subject:  

This report discussed findings by the California Dropout Research Project 
warning that dropouts were putting a strain on the state’s economy.  Each year, 
about 120,000 students failed to get a diploma by age 20.  Each wave of 
dropouts cost the state more than 45 billion dollars over their lifetimes.  That’s 
because many dropouts tended to be unemployed, were more likely to turn to 
crime, and get welfare and state medical insurance.  Researchers recommended 
children attend school until age 18, and also rank schools by dropout rates.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: March 14, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:47 

Subject:  

This report explained that increased facilities fees in the San Mateo Union High 
School District could cause youth baseball leagues to fold.  The district was 
trying to make-up for its budget shortfall by increasing use fees at all of its gyms, 
fields, and theaters.  The district said it would try to feather” the fees in so that no 
particular sports organization would have to end. 

 

 

 

 



(Education Issues cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: March 8, 2008 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: 3:49 

Subject:   

This report explained that half of funding for after school programs came from 
schools and the other half from donors.  The East Bay Community Foundation 
provided many of the matching funds.  They worked with groups and individuals 
who wanted to be philanthropic and connected them with the educational needs 
in the community. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: February 27, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:   

This report discussed the governor’s intention to help California’s 97 school 
districts that had failed four years straight to improve test scores under the “No 
Child Left Behind Act.”  The state risked losing $45 million in federal funds if the 
Board of Education didn’t improve intervention plans by September.  The 
governor explained that it would not be a hostile takeover of the districts, but 
rather, the state would work together with those schools.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HEALTHCARE ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: March 23, 2008 (9:00-9:30AM) 

  March 24, 2008 (8:25-8:30AM) 

Length: :28, :26 

Subject:   

This report announced that striking nurses were planning to hold a New Orleans 
style funeral procession on the next day in San Francisco.  Some 4,000 
members of the California Nurses Association from eight Bay Area hospitals 
walked off the job three days before.  It was part of an on-going contract dispute 
with one hospital group.  The hospitals were staying open with temporary help, 
and administrators said patient care had not been affected.  

   

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: March 25, 2008 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 2:37 

Subject:    

This report discussed new state public safety bill that would prevent cheating by 
hospital building inspectors.  Among those who testified in support of the law was 
a former inspector who said he looked the other way many times while signing 
off on jobs.  Inspectors were supposed to certify that work was up to code and 
that permits were in place.  He explained that the potential for cheating stemmed 
from the way inspectors were paid and assigned jobs.  Previously, hospitals 
could choose the inspectors and even paid them.  About one dozen inspectors 
also testified that they had never been asked to cheat.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: January 13, 2008 (9:00-10:00AM) 

Length: 2:12 

Subject:    

This report covered an Alameda bio-tech company’s announcement that their 
scientists had discovered a way to generate stem cells without harming embryos. 
This was a possible breakthrough since some researchers believed it could end 
the bitter battle over embryonic stem cell research.  But one expert believed that 
more extensive research was needed before scientists could determine that the 
cells generated in the new technique were the same as embryonic stem cells.   



(Healthcare Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: March 11, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: :25 

Subject:    

This report discussed a study by the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
that found one in four teenage girls had a sexually transmitted disease.  HPV, 
the virus that can cause cervical cancer was the most common STD among girls 
ages 14 to 19.  African American teenage girls were the hardest hit with nearly 
half of the girls testing positive for HPV. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: March 16, 2008 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:46 

Subject:     

This report previewed a new medical device that combined cell phone and 
microscope technology to transmit blood smear images remotely to a doctor.  
The device combined Bluetooth, Wi-Fi, and cellular networks to transmit twice 
the standard 50x magnification.  The future implications for healthcare were 
great.  Cancer patients could possibly conduct their own blood cell counts that 
once required larger microscopes, and dermatologists could receive early 
warnings from patients monitoring changes in their skin conditions.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: January 28, 2008 (11:00-11:30AM) 

Length: :33 

Subject:   

This report looked at a state senate bill that would require all Californians to 
purchase health insurance unless their employers provided it.  Lower income 
earners would qualify for government subsidies or tax credits.  Employers who 
did not provide coverage would have to pay into a state health insurance fund.  
The governor supported the bill that needed six votes to pass out of committee.  
A San Francisco state senator opposed the plan.     

 

 

 



(Healthcare Issues Cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: February 25, 2008 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:   

This report reviewed a contest held by Stanford University to see if someone 
could find an innovative way to prevent childhood obesity.  It was part of the 
school’s 2

nd
 annual entrepreneurship week workshops attended by professors, 

graduate students, venture capitalists and doctors.  All would compete to find a 
way to stop obesity, what researchers called “the epidemic of the 21

st
 century.” 

   

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: January 23, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:58 

Subject:   

This report covered reaction to State Senator Leland Yee’s surprise move to 
oppose California’s landmark healthcare reform bill.  This meant that the plan 
was one vote short of passage out of the senate committee.  He said that he 
shared the concerns of rank and file union members about requiring everyone to 
buy health insurance if their employers didn’t.  Yee’s change of heart angered 
some uninsured Californians.  The governor believed more people supported the 
bill than were against it.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: February 29, 2008 (11:00-11:30AM) 

Length: :31 

Subject:  

This report looked at a scientific analysis from the Environmental Protection 
Association that explained why it denied California’s request to implement auto 
emission rules.  The document argued that California needed unique problems to 
justify a waiver from federal rules.  Environmentalists and state officials argued that 
California did have worse problems than other states.  The state law would force 
auto makers to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 30% in new vehicles by 2016. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: March 25, 2008 (6:00–7:00PM) 

Length: 2:15 

Subject:     

This report reviewed how more Bay Area companies were offering incentives to 
lead greener lives.  A Berkeley company offered employees up to $500 to buy or 
retrofit a commuter bike as part of their Cool Commute Program.  It also offered 
employees up to $1000 annually to make energy saving home improvements.  
Other companies offered $5,000 to workers who bought a hybrid car. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: March 25, 2008 (11:00–11:35PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:     

This report covered the break up of a massive Antarctic ice shelf that scientists 
blamed on global warming.  It was the eighth major ice shelf break in fifteen 
years, and this one was seven times the size of Manhattan.  Scientists said the 
160 square miles of broken ice was indicative of a dangerous warming trend 
affecting the environment.    

 

 

  

 



(Environmental Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: January 28, 2008 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: :44 

Subject:    

This report covered the National Park Service’s controversial culling of non-
native deer at the Point Reyes National Seashore.  Hired hunters killed between 
eight and ten Axis and Fallow deer.  Experts said the deer were a threat to native 
black tailed deer, tulle elk, and the local eco-system.  The deer had been on the 
land since the 1940’s when the original owners imported them as game.  Park 
officials rejected an offer by deer advocates to reimburse the park service for the 
cost of the hunters.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: January 29, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:59 

Subject:    

This report reviewed the problem over the alarming declines in salmon across 
the state.  The fishing industry was worried that there might not be a salmon 
fishing season. Only 25% of the Coho Salmon returned to Marin County’s San 
Geronimo Creek for the worst year on record.  Environmentalists said the salmon 
populations were very fragile due to declines in water quality and quantity.  In the 
San Joaquin Delta, compared to only a few years earlier, only one tenth of the 
total number of Salmon were present.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Environmental Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: January 31, 2008 (5:00-6:00AM) 

Length: :27 

Subject:    

This report announced that a San Jose based e-waste recycling company was 
opening forty more locations in the Bay Area.  Consumers and businesses could 
drop off old computers, cell phones, televisions, and other electronics.  Those 
items contained toxics that could harm the environment when disposed of 
improperly. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: January 28, 2008 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 2:15 

Subject:    

This report reviewed findings of an investigation into the November 2007 
container ship oil spill in San Francisco Bay.  Initial estimates from the scene on 
the size of the spill were much lower than the over 50,000 gallons that the ship 
actually lost after it hit the Bay Bridge.  First responders on the scene had been 
criticized for their response time.  Investigators found that poor communication 
was the biggest factor in how officials responded.  But they also found that 
federal and state standards for initial response time were exceeded.  Although, 
environmentalists believed the six hours the state allowed wasn’t fast enough. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: March 9, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:57 

Subject:    

This report examined a study that found water in at least three Bay Area counties 
contained minute quantities of ibuprofen and other pain medications.  The local 
problem water districts said there were no federal guidelines or regulations on 
the amount of pharmaceuticals that constituted a health problem.  Nationally, 
twenty four metropolitan areas were affected.  For years people often disposed 
of their unused drugs in their toilets and garbage.  A state lawmaker believed 
federal regulations were needed to filter out potentially harmful drugs in water.  

 



CRIME ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: March 14, 2008 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:35 

Subject:  

This report covered a new anti-crime volunteer program in Richmond called Not 
Today.  About 1,000 people took to the streets in a 24 hour effort to stop crime.  
Six Richmond churches open their doors through the night offering free food, 
counseling, and friendship.  The philosophy was if something could be done to 
stop crime for 24 hours it could be duplicated even longer.  The goal was to 
prove life could be different, and that people didn’t have to kill each other.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: March 18, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:45 

Subject:  

This report reviewed the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision on whether Washington 
D.C.’s sweeping handgun ban violated the second amendment.  An attorney for 
the District of Columbia said the ban was only on one type of weapon that was 
considered especially dangerous.  San Francisco was one of twelve cities that 
joined a friend of the court brief asking the court to refrain from limiting the rights 
of cities to address gun violence.  A retired San Francisco Police Lieutenant 
believed the 2

nd
 amendment gave citizens the right to own guns.                          

   

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: March 21, 2008 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 2:00 

Subject:  

This report explained that Oakland residents were outraged over the deaths of a 
71 year old man and a 15 year old boy.  They blamed police violence, but 
Oakland Police said when people point guns at them they have to defend 
themselves.  Some residents criticized police for overreacting in neighborhoods 
where there was a high crime rate.  A silent march to protest police violence was 
planned for the following week.  

 

 



        (Crime Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: March 18, 2008 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: :27 

Subject:  

This report reviewed the successful anti-crime program in Oakland’s Fruitvale 
District.  Oakland leaders said it produced astounding results as crime dropped 
dramatically over the program’s three month period.  Police patrols were 
increased, and city services were offered such as counseling for troubled teens.  
A representative for the president of Oakland’s City Council said the program 
would be re-launched if needed.  But a challenger for his city council seat said 
the program was a little too late. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: February 29, 2008 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: :38 

Subject:  

This report explained that the San Francisco Board of Supervisors was 
considering legislation aimed at reducing violent crimes in and around 
nightclubs.  The measure would prohibit people from loitering within ten feet of a 
club for more than three minutes from 9:00pm to 3:00am.  Violators would 
receive a warning before being cited, and people smoking or waiting for a bus 
would be exempt.  Promoters of two or more events annually would need a 
permit.  The mayor said six homicides happened at or near clubs in 2007. 

 

Date/Time: February 28, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:49 

Subject:  

This report reviewed a new website where Palo Alto residents could visit to 
determine if any crimes had been committed in their neighborhoods.  They were 
just one of a growing number of cities nationwide that were providing the free 
service.  The website used data interfaced with Google maps to provide fresh 
information on crimes that even happened the day before.  The site was also 
being used by businesses like realtors when clients asked about crime rates. 

 

 



        (Crime Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: January 3, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:51 

Subject:  

This report covered an emergency meeting of the Richmond City Council Public 
Safety Committee.  They discussed the high number of homicides plaguing the 
city.  Despite efforts to bring in CHP officers to help police curb crime, some 
people in the community felt nothing would help unless more was done.  The city 
council was expected to ask the state for a grant to bring in 70 CHP officers to 
assist the 70 police patrols.  They also planned to increase police shifts from ten 
to twelve hours, add 24 rookie officers, and track past offenders.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: March 24, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:34 

Subject:  

This report explained how FBI and IRS agents uncovered a national foreclosure 
scam with victims that ranged from first time buyers to senior citizens.  The fraud 
began in 2004 and many the victims were Californians.  Federal prosecutors 
announced 19 indictments in connection with the greedy crime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

ABC 7 News provided several in-depth reports that examined a variety of issues 
important to the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Market.  These are examples:  

  

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: January 11, 2008 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 5:16 

Subject:    

This report examined events following the death of a Marin County after he 
drowned in San Francisco Bay.  The Coast Guard refused to send boats to help 
rescue him saying the tide was too low in the area for its boats.  They did send a 
helicopter to the rescue, but it arrived just as firefighters pulled the victim out of 
the water.  A coast guard spokesman said he didn’t think they could have done 
anything more given the conditions and the weather that day. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: January 16, 2008 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 2:45 

Subject:    

This report explained that a state assembly member from San Francisco was 
trying to put limits on traveling shows of silicon preserved human bodies.  Her 
biggest concern over the shows was that most featured bodies from China.  A 
bio-ethicist agreed saying it might be easier for people to distance themselves, 
and treat the bodies as entertainment or a commodity.  The assembly member 
sponsored a bill that would require exhibitors to prove the deceased gave 
permission for their bodies to appear in for-profit shows before they died.     

  

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: March 25, 2008 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:09 

Subject:   

This report reviewed how a forty year old double murder case in Santa Barbara 
could have ties to a black Muslim bakery in Oakland.  The case was being 
investigated by a group founded to continue the work of an Oakland journalist who 
was murdered while he was investigating the bakery.  

 

 



(Special News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: January 15, 2008 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 4:04 

Subject:   

This report reviewed the emergency recordings of the tiger mauling incident at the 
San Francisco Zoo.  A zoo employee made the first 911 call after the Siberian 
Tiger escaped from her grotto mortally wounding a 17 year-old.  It was clear that 
the person making the call and the employees heard in the background didn’t 
believe what the two surviving victims were telling them.  The lawyer for the dead 
boy said crucial time was lost because of the zoo staff’s bad judgement.  The 
zoo’s spokespeople refused comment.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: February 3, 2008 (9:00 – 10:00AM) 

Length: 3:10 

Subject:    

This report reviewed an undercover video of a slaughterhouse that supplied 
ground beef to school lunch programs.  The Humane Society video raised issues 
about animal abuse, and sick cows getting into the food supply.  By state and 
federal law, “downer” cows that are too sick to stand should not be slaughtered for 
food.  They are fifty times more likely to have mad cow disease, and have a 
greater risk of spreading ecoli and salmonella.  The U.S. Agriculture Secretary 
ordered an investigation, and the president of the meat company fired two 
employees and suspended operations.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: February 25, 2008 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:45 

Subject:    

This report was a follow-up to an investigation into the San Francisco Municipal 
Railway’s 25 bus drivers with the most public complaints.  MUNI surveillance video 
of several incidents on buses was showcased in this report.  The driver’s union 
president said management and the union were dealing with the problem drivers.  
Video of how bus drivers take abuse from the public, and how even problem 
drivers do the right thing was also shown.   

   



(Special News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: February 13, 2008 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 4:06 

Subject:   

This report provided the background on what led to the arrest of a popular Bay 
Area radio talk show host on federal child pornography charges.  Police reports 
obtained by producers showed that a woman living in the central valley called 
police after receiving an email with pornographic material involving juveniles.  She 
gave police pictures and a copy of her online conversation with the alleged 
offender.  Attorneys for the alleged offender declined to be interviewed on camera. 
They did say that their client had been doing research for a book by role-playing 
during his online chat with the woman who turned him in.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: February 27, 2008 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 7:25 

Subject:    

This report examined the issues surrounding the deaths of two divers at a 
pumping station along the California aqueduct.  State officials did not find the 
cause of the accident.  This report provided a review of the evidence and 
interviews with people who were on site that suggest what went wrong.                   
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