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SECOND QUARTER - 2008 

 

REGULARLY SCHEDULED PROGRAMMING 

 

 

 

During the second quarter of 2008, KGO-TV aired the following regularly 
scheduled local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total 
cumulative average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

 Monday - Friday  5:00-7:00AM 

 Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

 Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

 Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

 Monday - Friday 9:00-10:00PM – (on Ch. 7.2 Only) 

 Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

 Saturday / Sunday 6:00-7:00AM 

 Sunday  9:00-10:00AM / 9:30-10:00AM – (on Ch. 7.0 Only) 

 Saturday & Sunday 5:00-5:30PM & 6:00-6:30PM 

  



During the second quarter of 2008, KGO-TV also aired the following 
regularly scheduled locally produced programming that addressed the 
problems and needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

BEYOND THE HEADLINES- This locally produced public affairs program 
consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 
community.  The program’s objective was to go “beyond the headlines” and 
explore critical issues facing the community.  KGO-TV news anchors hosted this 
program that aired on Sunday from 10:00 to 10:30am. 
 
ASSIGNMENT 7- This news compilation program repurposed and reviewed local 
news reports that covered significant community issues.  These included in-
depth Assignment 7 Reports, I-Team Investigations, Michael Finney’s Seven On 
Your Side, and Carolyn Johnson’s Science & Medical Reports.  KGO-TV news 
anchors hosted this program that aired on Sunday from 4:30-5:00pm. 
 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE- Reporter Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs 
unit that provided consumer information / product recalls during local 5:00pm 
newscasts, and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.   

In the second quarter of 2008, a live call-in session featuring tax experts in the 
aired during the 5:00 and 6:00pm newscasts on April 2

nd
.   

Office staff answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls from viewers 
seeking help with a wide variety of consumer problems.  On the average, the unit 
received over 4000 e-mails/ letters, and over 1500 phone calls per month. 

 
THE VIEW FROM THE BAY- The only live, Bay Area talk show of its kind, 
provided a proactive dialogue on people, places and views unique to the Bay 
Area.  It included a mix of interviews, live reports, taped segments and news 
updates that offered information about health, fitness, lifestyle, arts and 
entertainment, fashion, food, pets, family issues, relationships, self-improvement, 
women’s issues and safety.  KGO-TV’s Spencer Christian and Janelle Wang 
hosted this program that aired weekdays from 3:00-4:00pm. 
 
NEWS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING AIRED ON KGO-DT 7.2- 
KGO-DT 7.2, our secondary digital channel, is a locally programmed channel 
that features local news, local specials, public affairs, syndicated programming, 
educational and informational children’s programming, and encore segments 
from ABC News magazines.  On the average, over 200 hours of local news aired 
monthly.  Encores of locally produced public affairs programs accounted for 
nearly 100 hours monthly.  Additionally, hundreds of public service 
announcements aired in commercial breaks between programming. 
 

 



 
 
LOCAL SPECIALS 

 

During the second quarter of 2008, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the       
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 
PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE:  
This program was part of a series of specials produced to celebrate the diversity 
of the Bay Area.  This special saluted the achievements of five outstanding 
people from the Bay Area.  It aired on Saturday, March 30th from 7:00-7:30pm, 
and repeated on Sunday, March 31

st
 from 4:00-4:30pm. 

 
ABC 7 PRESENTS: A HEALTH CARE TOWN HALL:  
This town hall discussion on health care was presented from the perspective of 
real people: consumers, patients, and citizens.  Journalist Frank Sesno was 
joined by local government and health care experts, and guests in a 
conversation about health care in the Bay Area.”  It aired on Sunday, June 29th 
from 3:00-4:30pm. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPONSORED EVENTS 



 

The following community events were featured on KGO-TV’s “ABC7 Day 
Planner,” the station’s vehicle for sponsoring upcoming community events.   
Each of these thirty-second spots featured two to three events, and aired for two 
weeks on a fixed schedule. 

 
 

4/1/08 – 4/4/08           March of Dimes: March for Babies (4/26/08)  
 
                                  Leadership San Francisco (4/11/08) Application deadline 
 
4/5/08 – 4/18/08         Professional Business Women of California Conference 
                                                                                                              (4/29/08) 
                                 Meals on Wheels (5/18/08)  
                                 
 San Francisco Education Fund: Grow Celebration (5/7/08)  
 
4/19/08 – 5/2/08        San Francisco Gu-Zheng Music Society (May 4

th
) Concert 

  
 Asian Women’s Shelter: 20

th
 Anniversary (5/3/08) 

 
5/3/08 – 5/16/08         San Francisco Decorator Showcase (4/26-5/26)   
                                    
 Earned Assets Resource Networks Luncheon (5/29)  
 
5/17/08 – 5/30/08      Randall Museum: Wild in the City (6/1/08)  
                                  
 Autism Speaks: Walk Now for Autism (6/7/08)           
                                  
 Mountain Play Association: Wizard of Oz (5/18 to 6/15)  
 
5/31/08 – 6/13/08     Youth in Arts: Italian Street Painting Festival (6/14, 6/15)  
                                  
 World Arts West: Ethnic Dance Festival (6/1 to 6/29)  

 
Hiller Aviation Center: Vertical Challenge Helicopter Air 
Show (6/21) 

 
6/14/08 – 6/27/08     Lance Armstrong Foundation: Ryan’s Ride (Sun 6/29/08) 
                                   
 Conservatory of Flowers: Butterfly Zone  (through Fall) 
                                   
 World Arts West: Ethnic Dance Festival (6/1 to 6/29) 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS- 

During the second quarter of 2008, KGO-TV aired over 1,800 public service 



announcements in various time periods throughout the broadcast day that 
involved many different topics.  These included 75 station-produced Asian 
Pacific Islander Heritage Salutes.  Some of the PSA sponsors included:  EPA 
Radon Testing, Booster Seat Education, Ducks Unlimited, U.S. Marine Corps, 
S.F. Asthma Task Force, Girls Inc. of Alameda County, Boys & Girls Clubs, 
Peninsula Humane Society, S.F. Police Officers Association, PDFC, S.F. 
Department of Child Support, Kids Get Healthy, American Red Cross of the Bay 
Area, Smokey the Bear, Home Food Safety, Dolores Street Community 
Services, California Electronic Waste Recycling, National Italian American 
Foundation, American Liver Foundation, and The Peninsula Humane Society. 

 

* * * * 
 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

* * * * 
KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  The station also regularly hosts community feedback meetings 
known as “ABC 7 Listens” at different Bay Area locations.  Residents are invited 
to discuss, key issues, problems, needs and interests.  Through these efforts 
we’ve determined that the following issues are important to the community: 

 Youth Issues 

 Education Issues 

 Healthcare Issues 

 Economic Issues 

 Crime Issues 

 Special Local News Reports 

 

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 

 

LOCAL PROGRAMS ADDRESSING 

THE PROBLEMS & NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

YOUTH ISSUES 



 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 18, 2008 (4:00 - 4:30PM) 

Length: :24 

Subject:   

This report explained that the Oakland School District was investigating how a 
student got into a scuffle with officers at a continuation school.  The sixteen year 
old student suffered a bloody nose in the scuffle.  School administrators said the 
student had refused to report to the principal’s office.  A district spokesperson 
said officials were taking the incident seriously.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 14, 2008 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:39 

Subject:   

This report profiled two sisters from St. Elizabeth High in Oakland who excelled 
in track and field.  They both won gold medals in the World Youth Games in the 
Czech Republic, and had their sights set on the 2012 Olympics.  Their mother 
said she was thankful for what the sport had done for her daughters, explaining 
that they were really focused, had a great peer group, and were college bound. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 15, 2008 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:   

This report discussed the Oakland Police Department’s proposed “Consent to 
Search Program.”  This would allow police to ask parents to search their homes 
for guns belonging to their children.  Officers could not prosecute based on their 
discoveries unless a gun was related to a shooting or a murder.  A civil rights 
attorney said the program would give officers too much power.  A city council 
member who originally supported the concept changed her mind after reviewing.  

(Youth Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 19, 2008 (6:00 - 7:00AM) 

Length: 3:51 



Subject:   

This report profiled a sixteen year old Novato girl and a community group that 
helped her when she couldn’t afford dance lessons. She received lessons, 
support and scholarships from the group that was formed with a state grant in 
2001 to help low income and multicultural children.  Focused on school and her 
dance career, she was preparing for a solo dance performance before the Ebony 
Fashion Fair, regarded as the most elaborate traveling show in the world. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 18, 2008 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:42 

Subject:   

This report showed how a 17 year old girl launched her own web based company 
targeted to 12-25 year olds.  Her dot-com not only connected people to each 
other, but to the products they liked.  She partnered with clothing, accessory and 
electronic companies that advertised on her site.  Users received money if other 
users bought items listed in their profiles.  Similar sites had generated $300K 
monthly, but a tech analyst said the site needed refining if it was to advance to 
the next level. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 25, 2008 (7:25 - 7:30AM) 

Length: :35 

Subject:   

This report announced that police were increasing patrols around Palo Alto High 
School after a man tried to grab a 15 year old student.  The girl was walking to 
school in the morning when she said a man repeatedly grabbed her and tried to 
lead her away.  A description of the suspect and the type of clothing he was 
wearing at the time was provided. 

 

 

 

(Youth Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 29, 2008 (6:00 - 7:00AM) 

Length: 2:27 



Subject:   

This report profiled three young women who earned high school diplomas, 
achieved or were working on college degrees, and each had a baby before their 
21st birthday.  All realized that a minimum wage job wasn’t going to support 
them and their children.  They all met at a program called Moms Mentoring 
Moms.  The very successful program was recognized with a $5,000 national 
prize, but there was concern over whether there would be enough funding to 
survive. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 23, 2008 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:15 

Subject:   

This report followed the arraignment of a 16 year old boy who was suspected of 
being one of the individuals involved in a takeover robbery of an Oakland 
restaurant.    Police said he confessed to being the person with a knit cap seen 
in a surveillance video.  The restaurant was one of eight restaurant takeover 
robberies that occurred in or near Oakland in March 2008.  Police believed one 
group and not copycats committed the robberies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: May 4, 2008 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: 1:51 



Subject:    

This report covered a math and science education summit in Oakland where 
teachers discussed ways to apply more of a hands-on approach.  U.S. students 
were not keeping up with their foreign counterparts in math and science.  The 
main complaint from teachers was there were not enough resources or time to 
provide attention to individuals or small groups.  Teachers also discussed how to 
change the way students were tested.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: May 10, 2008 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: 2:08 

Subject:    

This report explained that kindergarten and pre-schools were ramping up lessons 
in an effort to prepare children for elementary school.  Academic activities in pre-
schools were designed to be more age appropriate for children before they got to 
kindergarten.  The state department of education had just released a list of skills 
pre-schools needed to teach so children would be pushed further academically.  
The state guidelines also included practicing socials skills such as cooperation and 
self control. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: May 7, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:07 

Subject:    

This report discussed how the San Francisco school district was able to avoid 
bankruptcy.  At least $18 million was about to be released from the city’s “rainy 
day fund” to cover part of the district’s budget deficit.  Earlier in the year the 
district had given notice to 535 teachers that layoffs were possible.  The district 
was still facing a $13 million dollar shortfall, and officials were looking at 
transportation costs.  They spent $14 million to transport special education 
students which the district was required to provide by law.   

 

(Education Issues cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: May 21, 2008 (11:00-11:30AM) 

Length: :34 

Subject:   



This report covered San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom’s teacher of the month 
award presentation.  Ten teachers were honored this month, but only one 
teacher was selected for the mayor’s monthly award.  They are nominated by 
students, parents, and school staff.  The awards were given for teaching 
methods, and the ability to make differences in students’ lives. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: May 14, 2008 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:  

This report reviewed the governor’s revised budget proposals.  His plan spared 
major cuts in education, and even allowed for $1.8 billion dollars more for 
schools than in the previous year.  But not everyone was happy since the revised 
budget translated to $4 billion dollars less in cost of living adjustments.  Teachers 
from four East Bay school districts gathered in Hayward to protest the governor’s 
plans for education. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: May 12, 2008 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:56 

Subject:  

This report covered an awards ceremony in Oakland to honor over one thousand 
African American students for their academic achievements.  The school district 
hoped these student achievers would serve as an inspiration to others.  
According to a report on education trends, teachers were the key in closing 
achievement gaps among minorities.  The same report found low-income and 
minority students were consistently assigned to the least qualified teachers. 

 

 

 

 

(Education Issues cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: May 29, 2008 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 2:32 

Subject:   



This report profiled a high school that was redesigned by Stanford’s School 
Redesign Network.  1200 students were equally divided into three “houses” with 
400 students in each.  The average class size was reduced from 35 to 25 
students.  Four core teachers were assigned to every 100 students and stay with 
them for a two year period.  They also served as advisories and interfaced with 
the students’ families.  The number of U.C. or CSU eligible students increased 
from 16% to 50% since the program started. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: June 24, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:18 

Subject:   

This was part of a monthly series that focused on Bay Area classrooms that lacked 
resources in an effort to get viewers to donate. A teacher at special San Francisco 
high school for juveniles on probation needed $584 to buy equipment to study 
pond biology.  He found that dissecting animals had sparked his students’ interest 
in science, and he wanted to expand their curiosity by getting the right equipment.  
Viewers interested in donating were directed to a special website.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

HEALTHCARE ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: June 22, 2008 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:45 



Subject:   

This report reviewed a poll that found Bay Area people were split on whether 
they would be willing to pay higher taxes to fund national health insurance.  75% 
of the national population favored full coverage for all Americans.  San Francisco 
launched its own ground breaking program to insure lower income residents.  
Backers of this program were hopeful that it could become a model for the rest of 
the country.  At least 60% of the state preferred keeping an employer based 
model. 

   

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: June 22, 2008 (6:00 -6:30PM) 

Length: 2:03 

Subject:    

This report looked into a report by the CDC in Atlanta that found an oral rapid 
HIV test used around the country had a high incidence of false positives.  Clinics 
in New York City stopped using the swab test after their false positive rate went 
up to 1.1%.  San Francisco clinics used the same test and in 2005 also had a 
number of false positives with an undetermined cause.  But when STD clinics in 
San Francisco see a positive swab test, they immediately perform a rapid blood 
test so no one leaves with the wrong result.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: June 23, 2008 (5:00-6:00AM) 

Length: :33 

Subject:    

This report announced that Democratic Bay Area lawmakers and senior health 
care advocates would meet in the morning to discuss the impact of state budget 
cuts.  They said the plan would cut funding to hospitals, insurance for the poor, 
and programs that provided independent living for seniors and the disabled.  
$266 million would be slashed from in-home support services and helped low-
income and disabled people avoid more expensive out of home care.  The 
governor maintained that the cuts were needed to close a $15 billion budget gap.  

 

(Healthcare Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: June 22, 2008 (9:00-10:00AM) 

Length: 3:40 



Subject:    

This report profiled a company that was developing new technology to help the 
fast-aging population.  Some experts predicted the nation would be short one 
million nurses and 200,000 doctors by 2020.  So a focus on early detection, 
prevention and support for care givers was becoming crucial.  The company was 
developing a device that could detect early changes in a person’s walking 
stability in order to prevent an injury from a fall.  They also created an in-home 
testing device for Parkinson’s patients to measure variations in their tremors. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: June 25, 2008 (5:00-6:00AM) 

Length: :32 

Subject:     

This report covered the opening of a brand new community clinic in San Rafael’s 
Canal District.  The clinic was expected to serve mostly the working poor in an 
area where eight out of twenty people could not afford health insurance.  The 
facility included 18 exam rooms and six dental chairs, and classrooms for health 
education.  They expected to serve about 8,000 patients annually.    

 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: June 25, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:52 

Subject:   

This report looked at some of the problems experienced by the estimated six 
million California workers without paid sick leave.  A single mom without paid sick 
leave explained how she experienced a big financial hit when sick for two weeks 
with pneumonia.  A bookstore owner believed mandatory paid sick leave could 
translate into lower wages, cutting hours, reducing staff, and cutting other worker 
benefits.  A state assembly member explained why she was pushing for 
mandatory sick leave for all workers.  Pro business lawmakers pointed to a new 
report that said the state would lose 370,000 jobs if mandatory sick leave 
became law.  The governor had concerns that it would slow job growth.     

(Healthcare Issues Cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: June 25, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:01 



Subject:   

This report announced that a federal judge in San Francisco refused to order an 
overhaul of the veteran’s health care system.  It was a blow for two veterans 
groups that sued the Veteran’s Administration to deliver faster and better mental 
health care for those with post-traumatic stress disorder.  The decision left any 
proposed overhaul to the V.A. and congress.  An East Bay representative said 
he would ask the House of Representatives to hold hearings with the veteran’s 
committee.   

   

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: April 17, 2008 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:32 

Subject:   

This report reviewed an historic order by the California Department of Managed 
Health care that told insurance companies illegal policy cancellations would not 
be tolerated.  Some of the department’s case files showed that no reasonable 
argument could be made that an applicant deliberately misrepresented their 
health care information.  As a result of the order, 26 policy holders would get 
their health insurance back and their past doctor bills paid.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

ECONOMIC ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: June 20, 2008 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:40 



Subject:  

This report discussed the state’s soaring unemployment rate that hit 6.2% in May 
giving California the fifth highest unemployment rate in the nation.  Such a one 
month spike had never been seen.  It was attributed to the housing bust, the 
construction sector, and sagging financial services.  Unemployment offices 
witnessed a significant increase in the number of people who exhausted their 
benefits and hadn’t found a job.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: May 2, 2008 (6:00–7:00PM) 

Length: 1:50 

Subject:     

This report looked at some of the options the governor’s office was studying to 
increase revenue during the state budget crisis.  Sources outside the governor’s 
administration said his aides were looking at adding sales tax to services such as 
auto repairs, health clubs, lawyer fees, and landscaping.   Many states already 
taxed services, but California already ranked 4

th
 in the country for tax burdens 

per household. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: May 2, 2008 (6:00–7:00PM) 

Length: 1:51 

Subject:     

This report reviewed topics from Oakland’s economic summit.  Despite gloomy 
economic news, business and government leaders took the next step in their 
partnership to create 10,000 jobs in five years.  The summit focused on some 
growth industries including health care, green technology, and maritime, plus 
police protection in light of recent restaurant robberies.  

  

 

 

(Economic Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: May 14, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:51 



Subject:    

This report looked at how the economic slow-down had a direct and dramatic 
impact on the city of Gilroy.  Sales tax revenue accounted for 45% of the city 
budget, and a 7% decline cost equaled a loss of more than half a million dollars. 
Gilroy had built up a 25 million dollar reserve, but the deficit was eating away at 
that cushion.  City officials reminded residents that shopping local meant the 
sales tax revenue stayed local.     

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: May 12, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:    

This report reviewed state senator’s plan to lower the sales tax for new vehicles 
and encourage people to buy low emission fuel efficient cars.  The idea was to 
stimulate the economy and also to the get older polluting cars off the road.  
Some legislators believed the tax breaks were not affordable during tough 
budget times.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: May 6, 2008 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: 2:39 

Subject:    

This report looked at a home buyers’ incentive plan offered by a developer in 
Livermore to help sales.  The developer promised buyers if they decided to sell 
within two years, and the developer had homes in the area on the market at a 
lower price, the buyers would receive a refund of the difference.  A study found 
that home values dropped nearly 8%, and that many people who bought in 2006 
owed more than their home was worth. 

 

 

 

(Economic Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: May 6, 2008 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:40 



Subject:    

This report explained that the possibility of the state shutting down some of its 
operations toward the end of the summer was a very real prospect.  This would 
involve any state-funded programs such as daycare that relied on Sacramento 
for money.  The state needed more money in order to just pay the bills.  One way 
was to borrow short term from the stock market or the more risky sub-prime 
loans. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: March 8, 2008 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:01 

Subject:    

This report showed how the elderly had been hit particularly hard by tough 
financial times.  They had very little discretionary income and some necessities 
were becoming luxuries.  Seniors waited in a long line at one free food center to 
get a bag of groceries.  This helped them budget for other bills in the wake of 
rising medical and gas costs.  More seniors were facing past due and shut off 
notices from utilities.  P G & E offered several payment programs to help seniors. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CRIME ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 17, 2008 (6:00 - 7:00AM) 

Length: 1:37 



Subject:   

This report covered a massive gang crackdown by San Jose Police that involved 
solving four murders, and bringing more than a dozen gangsters to justice.  
Police said they had earned the trust of the community and that made a 
difference in targeting street gangs.  The police chief made it clear that there 
would be more major operations against street gangs. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 29, 2008 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 2:10 

Subject:   

This report looked at how nearly half of all crimes against senior citizens in San 
Francisco involved some form of financial exploitation.  City leaders issued a 
public cry for help to stop this growing abuse at a rally headed by the police chief 
and the district attorney.  One 80-year old woman was targeted three times by 
people trying to take advantage of her.  Scammers fooled her the first time, but a 
member of the district attorney’s elder abuse unit taught her how to avoid being 
scammed again.  A new law allowed D.A.’s to pre-record testimony of elder 
abuse victims.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 23, 2008 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:   

This report explained that Oakland Police were looking for three men who 
kidnapped and robbed a San Ramon resident.  For several hours police shut 
down tunnel road in Berkeley as the armed suspects fled on foot.  The suspects 
spent the morning on a two-county crime spree that included the kidnapping of 
the victim from his Oakland business and ransacking his San Ramon home. 

 

 

 

(Crime Issues cont.) 

 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 19, 2008 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 



Length: :37 

Subject:   

This report reviewed a report by the San Francisco Police Commission that 
found the city’s policing strategy was outdated.  They recommended that the ten 
police districts be consolidated into five larger ones.  The police officer’s union 
said the neighborhood stations were security blankets.  They agreed that the 
department could be run more efficiently with fewer sub stations.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 10, 2008 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:54 

Subject:   

This report covered the fatal road rage shooting of a 37-year old father and 
Antioch resident on I-280.  His two young sons were in the car with him when he 
was killed.  A friend of the victim who grew up with him said he was like an older 
brother who kept the younger teens from getting into trouble. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 30, 2008 (5:00 - 6:00AM) 

Length: :34 

Subject:   

This report previewed Oakland’s 2008 Neighborhood Summit to address 
concerns about crime and offer tips to help people fight crime block by block.  
Oakland residents would have a chance to learn about, and provide suggestions 
on how to stop the rampant crime in their city.  Organizers were expecting the 
largest turnout since the start of the event in the 1990’s.   

 

 

 

 

 

(Crime Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 26, 2008 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:52 



Subject:   

This report discussed that an increasing number of robberies had prompted 
many business owners in Oakland to carry arms.   In at least four separate 
robberies in the previous week business owners drew their weapons.  A suspect 
was killed in one incident, and in another a suspect was critically wounded.  An 
instructor in firearms safety said it was usually safer to cooperate with a robber’s 
demands. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 16, 2008 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:   

This report covered the appeal by the family of a missing 12-year old San 
Francisco girl.  She was last seen walking to a bus that she usually rode to 
school.  But police said they had evidence from a friend’s cell phone text that she 
never intended to go to school that day.  Police said she had been text 
messaging with men in their late teens, using a false name, and representing 
herself as a 17 or 18-year old.   Family and friends posted flyers around their 
neighborhoods, and school officials said she was a reliable and superior student. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

ABC 7 News provided several in-depth reports that examined a variety of issues 
important to the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Market.  These are examples:  

  

ABC 7 NEWS  



Date/Time: May 18, 2008 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 5:48 

Subject:    

This investigative report explained why so many online edits to the online site 
Wikipedia could be traced back to anonymous account holders at government 
agencies.  Employees from the San Francisco Department of Public Health were 
the most frequent contributors.  The chief financial officer said the activity was a 
direct violation of the city’s internet use policy.  Government computers in the 
counties of Alameda, San Mateo, and Santa Clara also were found to be used 
for Wikipedia editing.  

  

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: June 25, 2008 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:29 

Subject:    

This report showed that the dive in housing prices had proven to be a good 
opportunity for the non-profit group “Habitat for Humanity.”  The extremely low 
prices enabled the organization to buy quality property for about what a vacant 
piece of land would cost.  Most properties were purchased for about one-third of 
the pre-economic downturn prices.    

  

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: May 21, 2008 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 4:07 

Subject:   

This was a follow-up report to an earlier investigation about San Francisco Muni 
bus drivers with the most public complaints.  The driver who was at the top of the 
complaint list was shown on a surveillance tape during a confrontation with a rider. 
A Muni spokesperson said drivers with a high number of complaints get 
disciplined.  This report acknowledged that driving a Muni bus was a tough job, 
and passengers could be difficult, but some drivers seemed to handle the stress 
better than others.  

 

(Special News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: May 18, 2008 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 



Length: 5:15 

Subject:   

This was a follow-up report to earlier coverage about a radio talk show host who 
was arrested for child pornography.  The woman who reported the man to police 
explained that she wanted to go on camera to clear up misconceptions about her, 
primarily, how she was characterized in newspaper reports.  She explained that 
she called police after the man she was chatting with sent her pictures of child 
porn.  Through his attorney the accused said the online chat was 100% false, and 
that he was just role-playing as part of research for a book he was writing.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: May 5, 2008 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 4:31 

Subject:    

This report played undercover video recorded at one of the state’s largest egg 
farms.  It showed how the vast majority of eggs were being produced across the 
country, and recorded evidence of abuse.  The video was obtained over a six 
week period by an animal rights activist while employed at the egg farm.  The egg 
company president refused an interview, and declined to watch the video.  He did 
issue a statement that said his company would initiate enforcement against 
workers including termination if they had violated policies and standards. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: June 4, 2008 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 4:30 

Subject:    

This report explained that a former Nazi SS doctor was allegedly responsible for 
sending 900 German children to their deaths during World War II.  Despite 
appeals from the U.S. government to the German government to prosecute the 
doctor, he was still practicing medicine at age 92.  That is when a German 
physicians group announced they would honor him with their highest award for 
services to the nation’s health system.  The award came as a shock to the Bay 
Area director of the Anti-Defamation League.   

   

(Special News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: June 11, 2008 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 



Length: 2:30 

Subject:   

This report was an update to an ongoing series of reports dealing with a fatal 
boating accident on Clear Lake in 2006.  A judge ruled that the man steering a 
sailboat on the night a power boat hit it should stand trial for manslaughter.  He 
sided with the prosecution saying that it wasn’t an accident, and that it was 
negligence on the part of the defendant.   

. 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: June 19, 2008 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 4:58 

Subject:    

This report explained that a group of journalists were investigating the murder of 
an Oakland journalist in August 2007.  At the time of his death, the reporter was 
investigating the financial problems and infighting at Oakland’s “Your Black Muslim 
Bakery.”  A jailhouse video that was obtained by the journalists raised new 
questions about the bakery’s young leader, and his possible role in the conspiracy 
to kill the reporter.       
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